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STUDY ARTICLE 48




SONG 129 We Will Keep Enduring



The Book of Job Can Help You When You Suffer



“For a certainty, God does not act wickedly.”​—JOB 34:12.




FOCUS

What we can learn from the book of Job about why God allows suffering and how we can endure when we suffer.




1-2. What are some reasons why the book of Job is worth reading?


Your answer



HAVE you recently had the pleasure of reading the book of Job? Though written some 3,500 years ago, this ancient book is often counted among the masterpieces of world literature. Commenting on its simple structure, beautiful style, and expressive language, one reference work calls its writer “a literary genius.” Moses was the man who penned this remarkable book, but the real Author is Jehovah God.​—2 Tim. 3:16.

2 The book of Job is a key part of the Bible. Why? For one thing, it clearly reveals the great issue facing all intelligent creation​—the sanctification of Jehovah’s name. It also teaches us about Jehovah’s marvelous qualities, such as his love, wisdom, justice, and power. For example, the book of Job refers to Jehovah as “the Almighty” 31 times, more than the rest of the Scriptures combined. The book of Job also answers many of life’s questions, including one that still troubles many: Why does God allow suffering?

 3. What are some benefits we can gain from studying the book of Job?


Your answer



3 Just as a mountain gives us a vantage point from which we can see our surroundings clearly, the book of Job helps us to view life’s trials from an elevated perspective​—Jehovah’s perspective. Let us see how the book of Job can help us when we suffer. We will learn how the Israelites could have benefited from the story of Job and how we can benefit from it today. We will also learn how we can use this Bible account to help others.

GOD ALLOWS JOB TO SUFFER

 4. What stark contrast existed between Job and the Israelites in Egypt?


Your answer



4 During the time that the Israelites were suffering as slaves in Egypt, a man named Job was living in the land of Uz, possibly located east of the Promised Land and somewhere in the north of Arabia. In stark contrast to the Israelites who had begun worshipping idols in Egypt, Job served Jehovah faithfully. (Josh. 24:14; Ezek. 20:8) Jehovah said of Job: “There is no one like him on the earth.”* (Job 1:8) Job was extremely wealthy and enjoyed great prestige​—greater than that of any other person of the East. (Job 1:3) How infuriated Satan must have been to see this prominent and influential man serving God with integrity!

 5. Why did Jehovah allow Job to suffer? (Job 1:20-22; 2:9, 10)


Your answer



5 Satan claimed that Job would abandon true worship if he suffered. (Job 1:7-11; 2:2-5) Though Jehovah loved Job dearly, Satan’s brazen claim raised many important issues, so Jehovah allowed Satan to try to prove his case. (Job 1:12-19; 2:6-8) Satan took away Job’s flocks and herds, caused the death of Job’s ten children, and struck Job with painful boils from head to toe. But these sadistic attempts to break Job’s integrity failed. (Read Job 1:20-22; 2:9, 10.) In time, Jehovah restored Job’s health, wealth, and reputation, and He gave Job ten more children. He also miraculously extended Job’s life for 140 years, long enough for him to see four generations of his descendants thriving. (Job 42:10-13, 16) How could this account have benefited those in the past, and how can it benefit us today?

 6. How could the Israelites have benefited from knowing why God permits suffering? (See also picture.)


Your answer



6 How the Israelites could have benefited. The Israelites had not lived easy lives in Egypt. For example, Joshua and Caleb had spent their youth as slaves. Then through no fault of their own, they wandered for 40 years in the wilderness. If the Israelites knew about the story of Job’s trials and the outcome of his life, no doubt it helped them, as well as the Israelites of future generations, to understand who is ultimately responsible for suffering. They could also better understand why God permits suffering and how much he values human integrity and faithfulness.



[image: An Israelite man reflecting as he stacks bricks in Egypt. Nearby, Egyptians use rods to beat other hardworking Israelites.]

Eventually, the Israelites, longtime slaves in Egypt, could benefit from knowing what had happened to Job (See paragraph 6)







7-8. How can the book of Job help those of us who suffer? Relate an experience.


Your answer



7 How we can benefit. Sadly, many people today have lost faith in God because they cannot understand why bad things happen to good people. Consider the example of Hazel* from Rwanda. When she was young, she believed in God. But then things changed. Her parents got divorced, and as a result, she was raised by her stepfather, who treated her badly. As a teenager, she was raped. When Hazel went to her place of worship for comfort, she did not receive it. Later, Hazel wrote a letter to God. In it she stated: “God, I prayed to you, I tried to do good, but you repaid good with evil. I am now leaving you, and I plan to do whatever makes me happy.” How our hearts break for people who, like Hazel, have been led to believe that God is responsible for their suffering!

8 We, however, have learned from the account in the book of Job that God is not responsible for suffering​—Satan is! We have also learned not to assume that those who suffer are reaping what they have sown. The Scriptures tell us that “time and unexpected events” can affect anyone at any time. (Eccl. 9:11; Job 4:1, 8) And we have learned that by our enduring trials faithfully, we give Jehovah a reply to Satan’s taunts. That helps to defend His reputation. (Job 2:3; Prov. 27:11) We do not take what we have learned for granted​—these insights enable us to know the truth about why we and our loved ones suffer. Later, Hazel studied with Jehovah’s Witnesses and came to understand that God did not cause her suffering. She said: “I prayed to God again from the bottom of my heart. I told Jehovah that when I had said I was leaving him, I was not really leaving him. After all, I didn’t really know him. Now I understand that Jehovah loves me. I am finally happy and content.” How grateful we are to know why God allows suffering! Let us now consider how the account of Job can help us personally during trials.

HOW THE ACCOUNT OF JOB HELPS US TO ENDURE

 9. How would you describe Job as he sat in ashes? (James 5:11)


Your answer



9 Picture Job as he sat alone in ashes, covered in boils and bent double in pain. His skin, blackened from the disease, peeled away from his emaciated frame. Physically exhausted, Job may have appeared to be doing little but scraping himself with pieces of broken pottery and giving vent to his despair. But Job was not merely surviving, he was enduring. (Read James 5:11.) What helped Job to endure?

10. What kind of relationship did Job have with Jehovah? Explain.


Your answer



10 Job expressed his emotions to Jehovah. (Job 10:1, 2; 16:20) For example, chapter 3 tells us that Job complained bitterly about the tragedies that had befallen him, which he mistakenly assumed Jehovah had caused. Then in a series of debates with his three companions, Job strongly defended his integrity, often directing his responses to Jehovah. Job’s words suggest that for a time he considered himself to be more righteous than God. (Job 10:1-3; 32:1, 2; 35:1, 2) In reality, though, he admitted that his efforts to defend his integrity sometimes amounted to “wild talk.” (Job 6:3, 26) In chapter 31, we read that Job spoke of wanting to be exonerated by God. (Job 31:35) Of course, Job was wrong to demand a direct answer from God as to what was behind his suffering.

11. How did Jehovah react to Job’s response regarding his integrity?


Your answer



11 In retrospect, we can see that Job’s desperate plea reflected his unswerving devotion to Jehovah and unshakable hope that somehow God would recognize his integrity. When Jehovah did finally answer Job from a windstorm, He did not go into detail about the reasons for Job’s suffering. Neither did He condemn Job for his complaints or mention his protests of innocence. Rather, Jehovah instructed Job as a father would a son. And that was the right approach. As a result, Job humbly acknowledged how little he really knew, and he repented of his rash words. (Job 31:6; 40:4, 5; 42:1-6) How could this account have benefited people in the past, and how can it benefit us today?

12. How could the Israelites have benefited from the account of Job?


Your answer



12 How the Israelites could have benefited. The Israelites could have learned from what happened to Job. Consider Moses’ example. He had to endure a multitude of hardships, disappointments, and discouragements as he took on the role of leader of the nation of Israel. In contrast to the rebellious Israelites, who often complained against Jehovah, Moses went to Jehovah with his concerns. (Ex. 16:6-8; Num. 11:10-14; 14:1-4, 11; 16:41, 49; 17:5) Moses also needed to endure when he was personally corrected. For example, while the Israelites were encamped at Kadesh, probably during the 40th year of their wandering in the desert, Moses spoke “rashly with his lips” and failed to magnify Jehovah’s name. (Ps. 106:32, 33) As a result, Jehovah did not allow Moses to enter the Promised Land. (Deut. 32:50-52) This discipline must have hurt Moses; yet, he humbly accepted it. The account about Job could have helped future generations of the Israelites to endure the trials they faced. By meditating on the account, faithful ones could learn how to express their feelings to Jehovah and how to avoid justifying themselves before him. They could also learn how to accept Jehovah’s discipline with humility.

13. How can the account of Job help us to endure? (Hebrews 10:36)


Your answer



13 How we can benefit. As Christians, we too need endurance. (Read Hebrews 10:36.) For example, some of us are coping with a physical or an emotional problem, a difficult family situation, the loss of a loved one, or some other serious problem. And at times, the comments or the actions of others may make our situation harder to endure. (Prov. 12:18) However, the book of Job teaches us that we can express our innermost feelings to Jehovah, confident that he will hear us. (1 John 5:14) He will not condemn us if our heartfelt supplications occasionally veer into the realm of “wild talk,” as occurred with Job. Rather, God will give us the strength and the wisdom we need to endure. (2 Chron. 16:9; Jas. 1:5) He may also correct us to the extent needed, as he did Job. The book of Job also teaches us how to endure if we receive counsel or discipline from Jehovah’s Word, His organization, or mature friends. (Heb. 12:5-7) Just as Job benefited from humbly accepting the correction he received, we benefit when we allow ourselves to be readjusted. (2 Cor. 13:11) What beneficial lessons we learn from Job! Let us now consider how we can use the account of Job to help others.

USE THE BOOK OF JOB TO HELP OTHERS

14. What line of reasoning can we use in the ministry to explain why suffering exists?


Your answer



14 Have you ever met someone in the ministry who asked you why suffering exists? How did you answer his question? You may have pointed to what the Bible says happened in the garden of Eden. Perhaps you started by mentioning that Satan, a wicked spirit, told the first human couple a lie that led them to rebel against God. (Gen. 3:1-6) Then you may have pointed out that after Adam and Eve’s rebellion, the world became filled with suffering and death. (Rom. 5:12) Finally, you may have explained that God is allowing enough time to pass to disprove Satan’s lie and to spread the good news that in the future humans will again be perfect. (Rev. 21:3, 4) This is a fine way to reason on the question, and it can lead to good results.

15. How might we use the book of Job to help someone who asks why suffering exists? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



15 Consider another line of reasoning that you may want to incorporate in your approach, one from the book of Job. You might start by commending the person for asking such a meaningful question. Then, mention that Job, a faithful man who suffered greatly, raised a similar thought. He even believed that in some way God was the cause of his pain. (Job 7:17-21) The person you are speaking with may be somewhat impressed that his view has a long history. Next, you could tactfully explain that it was not God but the Devil who caused Job’s suffering. The Devil did so in an attempt to prove that humans serve God only for selfish reasons. You might add that although God did not cause Job’s suffering, he did allow it, thus showing that God trusts faithful humans to prove Satan wrong. Finally, you could explain that in time God blessed Job for remaining faithful. So we can comfort others by assuring them that suffering does not come from Jehovah.



[image: Collage: 1. A distraught woman holds in her hands a framed photo after she sifts through debris from a wildfire. 2. Later, the woman stops by a public witnessing cart that is located near a disaster relief center and listens to a sister read a scripture.]

How can you use the book of Job to assure others that “God does not act wickedly”? (See paragraph 15)







16. Relate an experience that shows how the book of Job can help someone who is suffering.


Your answer



16 Consider how the book of Job helped Mario. One day in 2021, a sister was doing telephone witnessing. On her first call, she shared a Bible verse with Mario and explained that God not only listens to our prayers but also offers us a future and a hope. When she asked for his thoughts, Mario told her that he had been writing a suicide note when she called. He said, “I believe in God, but I was just wondering this morning if he had abandoned me.” The second phone call led to a discussion about Job’s suffering. Mario decided that he needed to read the entire book of Job. So our sister sent him a link to the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures. The result? Mario accepted a Bible study and was excited to learn more about the loving God who took an interest in him.

17. Why are you grateful to Jehovah for including the book of Job in His inspired Word? (Job 34:12)


Your answer



17 Clearly, God’s Word has tremendous power to help people, including those who suffer. (Heb. 4:12) How grateful we are that Jehovah included the account of Job in His inspired Word! (Job 19:23, 24) The book of Job assures us that “for a certainty, God does not act wickedly.” (Read Job 34:12.) It also teaches us why God permits suffering and how we can endure it. And it helps us to console those who suffer. The next article will discuss insights from the book of Job, such as how to give effective counsel.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  How do we benefit from understanding why God allowed Job to suffer?


Your answer





	  How can the account of Job help us to endure trials?


Your answer





	  How can we use the book of Job to help others?


Your answer












SONG 156 With Eyes of Faith



^  Job evidently lived in the time period between the death of faithful Joseph (1657 B.C.E.) and the appointment of Moses as Israel’s leader (c. 1514 B.C.E.). It is likely that the conversations between Jehovah and Satan and the trials Job faced took place during this time.


^  Some names have been changed.






^ (Job 34:12) For a certainty, God does not act wickedly; The Almighty does not pervert justice.



^  (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^  (Josh. 24:14) “Therefore, fear Jehovah and serve him with integrity* and faithfulness,* and remove the gods that your forefathers served on the other side of the River* and in Egypt, and serve Jehovah.

Or “in a blameless way.”
Or “in truth.”
That is, the Euphrates.


^  (Ezek. 20:8) “‘“But they rebelled against me and were not willing to listen to me. They did not throw away the detestable things that were before them, and they would not abandon the disgusting idols of Egypt. So I promised to pour out my rage on them and to unleash my anger fully against them in the land of Egypt.



^  (Job 1:8) And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^  (Job 1:3) His livestock amounted to 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 1,000 cattle,* and 500 donkeys,* along with a very large number of servants, so that he became the greatest of all the people of the East.

Lit., “500 pairs of cattle.”
Lit., “female donkeys.”


^ (Job 1:20-22) At that Job got up and ripped apart his garment and cut the hair off his head; then he fell to the ground and bowed down 21 and said: “Naked I came out of my mother’s womb, And naked I will return. Jehovah has given, and Jehovah has taken away. Let the name of Jehovah continue to be praised.” 22 In all of this, Job did not sin or accuse God of doing anything wrong.*

Or “ascribe anything improper to God.”


^ (Job 2:9, 10) Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to her: “You are talking like one of the senseless women. Should we accept only what is good from the true God and not accept also what is bad?” In all of this, Job did not sin with his lips.



^  (Job 1:7-11) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 8 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.” 9 At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^  (Job 2:2-5) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 3 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.” 4 But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”
Or “soul.”


^  (Job 1:12-19) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! Everything that he has is in your hand.* Only do not lay your hand on the man himself!” So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah. 13 Now on the day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said: “The cattle were plowing and the donkeys were grazing beside them 15 when the Sa·beʹans attacked and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “Fire from God* fell from the heavens and blazed among the sheep and the servants and consumed them! I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “The Chal·deʹans formed three bands and made a raid on the camels and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was still speaking, yet another one came and said: “Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house. 19 Suddenly a great wind came from the wilderness, and it struck the four corners of the house, so that it fell on the young people and they were killed. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.”

Or “under your control.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Lightning.”


^  (Job 2:6-8) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! He is in your hand!* Only do not take his life!”* 7 So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah and struck Job with painful boils* from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And Job took a piece of broken pottery to scrape himself, and he was sitting among the ashes.

Or “under your control.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “face.”
Or “with severe ulcers.”


^  (Job 1:20-22) At that Job got up and ripped apart his garment and cut the hair off his head; then he fell to the ground and bowed down 21 and said: “Naked I came out of my mother’s womb, And naked I will return. Jehovah has given, and Jehovah has taken away. Let the name of Jehovah continue to be praised.” 22 In all of this, Job did not sin or accuse God of doing anything wrong.*

Or “ascribe anything improper to God.”


^  (Job 2:9, 10) Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to her: “You are talking like one of the senseless women. Should we accept only what is good from the true God and not accept also what is bad?” In all of this, Job did not sin with his lips.



^  (Job 42:10-13) After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and all his former friends came to him and ate a meal with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him over all the calamity that Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also came to have seven more sons and three more daughters.

Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”


^  (Job 42:16) After this Job lived for 140 years, and he saw his children and his grandchildren—four generations.



^  (Eccl. 9:11) I have seen something further under the sun, that the swift do not always win the race, nor do the mighty win the battle, nor do the wise always have the food, nor do the intelligent always have the riches, nor do those with knowledge always have success, because time and unexpected events* overtake them all.

Or “unforeseen occurrence.”


^  (Job 4:1) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite then said in reply:



^  (Job 4:8) What I have seen is that those who plow* what is harmful And those who sow trouble will reap the same.

Or “devise.”


^  (Job 2:3) And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”


^  (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Jas. 5:11) Look! We consider happy* those who have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah* gave, that Jehovah* is very tender in affection* and merciful.

Or “blessed.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “very compassionate.”


^  (Jas. 5:11) Look! We consider happy* those who have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah* gave, that Jehovah* is very tender in affection* and merciful.

Or “blessed.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “very compassionate.”


^  (Job 10:1, 2) “I loathe* my life. I will give vent to my complaints. I will speak out in my bitter distress!*  2 I will say to God: ‘Do not pronounce me guilty. Tell me why you are contending with me.

Or “My soul loathes.”
Or “with bitterness of my soul!”


^  (Job 16:20) My companions ridicule me As my eye sheds tears* to God.

Or possibly, “looks sleeplessly.”


^  (Job 3:1-26) It was after this that Job began to speak and to curse the day of his birth.* 2 Job said:  3 “Let the day perish on which I was born, Also the night when someone said: ‘A man has been conceived!’  4 Let that day be darkness. Let God above show no concern for it; Let no light shine upon it.  5 Let the deepest darkness* reclaim it. Let a rain cloud settle over it. Let whatever darkens the day terrify it.  6 That night—let the gloom seize it; Let it not rejoice among the days of a year, And let it not enter among the number of the months.  7 Indeed! Let that night become barren; Let no joyful cry be heard in it.  8 Let those who curse the day put a curse on it, Those who are able to awaken Le·viʹa·than.*  9 Let the stars of its twilight grow dark; Let it wait in vain for daylight, And let it not see the rays of dawn. 10 For it did not close the doors of my mother’s womb; Nor did it hide trouble from my eyes. 11 Why did I not die at birth? Why did I not perish when I came from the womb? 12 Why were there knees to receive me And breasts to nurse me? 13 For now I would be lying down undisturbed; I would be sleeping and at rest 14 With kings of the earth and their advisers, Who built for themselves places that are now in ruins,* 15 Or with princes who possessed gold, Whose houses were filled with silver. 16 Or why was I not like a hidden miscarriage, Like children who have never seen the light? 17 There even the wicked have ceased from agitation; There the weary are at rest. 18 There the prisoners are at ease together; They do not hear the voice of the one forcing them to work. 19 Small and great are the same there, And the slave is set free from his master. 20 Why does he give light to one who is suffering And life to those in bitter distress?* 21 Why do they long for death, but it does not come? They dig for it more than for hidden treasures, 22 Those who are rejoicing greatly, Who are happy when they find the grave. 23 Why does he give light to a man who has lost his way, Whom God has hedged in? 24 For in place of my food comes my sighing, And my groaning pours out like water. 25 For what I have dreaded has come upon me, And what I have feared has befallen me. 26 I have had no peace, no quiet, no rest, But trouble keeps coming.”

Lit., “curse his day.”
Or “darkness and death’s shadow.”
Understood to refer to the crocodile or some other large, powerful aquatic animal.
Or possibly, “who built desolate places for themselves.”
Or “those bitter of soul.”


^  (Job 10:1-3) “I loathe* my life. I will give vent to my complaints. I will speak out in my bitter distress!*  2 I will say to God: ‘Do not pronounce me guilty. Tell me why you are contending with me.  3 Does it benefit you to oppress, To despise the work of your hands While you favor the advice of the wicked?

Or “My soul loathes.”
Or “with bitterness of my soul!”


^  (Job 32:1, 2) So these three men stopped trying to answer Job, because he was convinced of his own righteousness.* 2 But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God.

Or “because he was righteous in his own eyes.”
Or “his soul.”


^  (Job 35:1, 2) E·liʹhu continued his response:  2 “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?



^  (Job 6:3) For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*

Or “rash, reckless speech.”


^  (Job 6:26) Are you scheming to reprove my words, A desperate man’s sayings, which the wind blows away?



^  (Job 31:1-40) “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?  2 What, then, would be my share from God above, What inheritance from the Almighty on high?  3 Does not disaster await the wrongdoer And calamity those doing what is harmful?  4 Does he not see my ways And count all my steps?  5 Have I ever walked in untruth?* Has my foot hurried to deceive?  6 Let God weigh me with accurate scales; Then he will recognize my integrity.  7 If my footsteps deviate from the way Or my heart has followed after my eyes Or my hands have been defiled,  8 Then let me sow seed and someone else eat, And let what I plant be uprooted.*  9 If my heart has been enticed by a woman And I have lain in wait at my neighbor’s door, 10 Then let my wife grind grain for another man, And let other men have sexual relations with her.* 11 For that would be shameful conduct, An error deserving punishment by the judges. 12 It would be a fire that would devour and destroy,* Consuming even the roots of* all my produce. 13 If I denied justice to my male or female servants When they had a complaint* against me, 14 What can I do when God confronts me?* What can I answer him when he calls for an accounting? 15 Did not the One who made me in the womb also make them? Was it not the same One who formed us before our birth?* 16 If I refused to give the poor what they desired Or saddened the eyes of the widow;* 17 If I ate my portion of food alone Without sharing it with the orphans; 18 (For from my youth the orphan* grew up with me as though I were his father, And I have been a guide for the widow* from childhood.*) 19 If I saw anyone perishing for lack of clothing Or a poor man with nothing to cover himself; 20 If he* did not bless me As he warmed himself with the wool of my sheep; 21 If I shook my fist against the orphan When he needed my assistance in the city gate;* 22 Then let my arm* fall from my shoulder, And let my arm be broken at the elbow.* 23 For I dreaded disaster from God, And I could not stand before his dignity. 24 If I put my confidence in gold Or said to fine gold, ‘You are my security!’ 25 If I found my joy in my great wealth Because of the many possessions I acquired; 26 If I saw the sun* shining Or the moon moving in its splendor; 27 And my heart was secretly enticed, And my mouth kissed my hand in worship of them; 28 Then that would be an error deserving punishment by the judges, For I would have denied the true God above. 29 Have I ever rejoiced over the destruction of my enemy Or gloated because evil befell him? 30 I never allowed my mouth to sin By asking for his life* in an oath. 31 Have the men of my tent not said, ‘Who can find anyone who has not been satisfied with his food?’* 32 No stranger* had to spend the night outside; I opened my doors to the traveler. 33 Have I ever tried to cover over my transgressions, like other men, By hiding my error in the pocket of my garment? 34 Have I been in fear of the reaction of the multitude, Or have I been terrified by the contempt of other families, Making me silent and afraid to go outside? 35 If only someone would listen to me! I would sign my name to what I have said.* Let the Almighty answer me! If only my accuser had written out the charges in a document! 36 I would carry it on my shoulder, And I would bind it around my head like a crown. 37 I would give him an accounting for every step I took; I would approach him confidently, like a prince. 38 If my own ground would cry out against me And its furrows would weep together; 39 If I have eaten its fruitage without payment, Or if I have caused its owners* to despair; 40 Then let thorns sprout for me instead of wheat And foul-smelling weeds instead of barley.” The words of Job end here.

Or possibly, “with men of untruth?”
Or “let my descendants be rooted out.”
Lit., “let other men kneel down over her.”
Lit., “eat (devour) to destruction.”
Or “Uprooting.”
Or “legal case.”
Lit., “rises up?”
Lit., “in the womb.”
Lit., “caused the eyes of the widow to fail.”
Lit., “he.”
Lit., “her.”
Lit., “from my mother’s womb.”
Lit., “his loins.”
Or possibly, “When I saw that I had support in the city gate.”
Or “shoulder blade.”
Or “from its socket; from its upper bone.”
Lit., “light.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “meat.”
Or “foreign resident.”
Or “Here is my signature.”
Or “the soul of its owners.”


^  (Job 31:35) If only someone would listen to me! I would sign my name to what I have said.* Let the Almighty answer me! If only my accuser had written out the charges in a document!

Or “Here is my signature.”


^  (Job 31:6) Let God weigh me with accurate scales; Then he will recognize my integrity.



^  (Job 40:4, 5) “Look! I am unworthy. What can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth.  5 I spoke once, but I will not answer again; Twice, but I will say no more.”



^  (Job 42:1-6) Then Job said in reply to Jehovah:  2 “Now I know that you are able to do all things And that nothing you have in mind to do is impossible for you.  3 You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.”

Or “make a retraction.”


^  (Ex. 16:6-8) So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites: “In the evening you will certainly know that it is Jehovah who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 7 In the morning you will see Jehovah’s glory, for he has heard your murmurings against Jehovah. Who are we that you should murmur against us?” 8 Moses continued: “When Jehovah gives you meat to eat in the evening and in the morning bread to satisfaction, you will see that Jehovah has heard your murmurings that you are murmuring against him. But who are we? Your murmurings are not against us, but against Jehovah.”



^  (Num. 11:10-14) Moses heard the people weeping, family after family, each man at the entrance of his tent. And Jehovah became very angry, and Moses was also very displeased. 11 Then Moses said to Jehovah: “Why have you afflicted your servant? Why have I not found favor in your eyes, so that you put the burden of all this people on me? 12 Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, so that you should tell me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, just as an attendant* carries the nursing child,’ to the land that you swore to give to their forefathers? 13 From where will I get meat to give to all this people? For they keep weeping before me, saying, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14 I am not able to bear all this people by myself; it is too much for me.

Or “a male nurse.”


^  (Num. 14:1-4) Then all the assembly raised their voice, and the people continued crying out and weeping all through that night. 2 All the Israelites began to murmur against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly spoke against them, saying: “If only we had died in the land of Egypt, or if only we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is Jehovah bringing us to this land to fall by the sword? Our wives and children will become plunder. Is it not better for us to return to Egypt?” 4 They were even saying to one another: “Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt!”



^  (Num. 14:11) Then Jehovah said to Moses: “How much longer will this people treat me without respect, and how much longer will they not put faith in me in spite of all the signs that I performed among them?



^  (Num. 16:41) On the very next day, the whole assembly of the Israelites began to murmur against Moses and Aaron, saying: “You two have put Jehovah’s people to death.”



^  (Num. 16:49) Those who died from the scourge amounted to 14,700, besides those dead on account of Korʹah.



^  (Num. 17:5) And the rod of the man whom I choose will bud, and I will put a stop to the murmuring of the Israelites against me, which they are also murmuring against you.”



^  (Ps. 106:32, 33) They provoked Him at the waters of Merʹi·bah,* And it went badly for Moses because of them. 33 They embittered his spirit, And he spoke rashly with his lips.

Meaning “Quarreling.”


^  (Deut. 32:50-52) Then you will die on the mountain you are about to ascend, and be gathered to your people,* just as Aaron your brother died on Mount Hor and was gathered to his people, 51 because both of you were unfaithful to me among the Israelites at the waters of Merʹi·bah of Kaʹdesh in the wilderness of Zin, because you did not sanctify me before the people of Israel. 52 You will see the land from a distance, but you will not enter the land that I am giving to the people of Israel.”

This is a poetic expression for death.


^ (Heb. 10:36) For you need endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the fulfillment of the promise.



^  (Heb. 10:36) For you need endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the fulfillment of the promise.



^  (Prov. 12:18) Thoughtless speech is like the stabs of a sword, But the tongue of the wise is a healing.



^  (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”


^  (2 Chron. 16:9) For the eyes of Jehovah are roving about through all the earth to show his strength* in behalf of those whose heart is complete toward* him. You have acted foolishly in this matter; from now on there will be wars against you.”

Or “support.”
Or “completely devoted to.”


^  (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”


^  (Heb. 12:5-7) And you have entirely forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons: “My son, do not belittle the discipline from Jehovah,* nor give up when you are corrected by him; 6 for those whom Jehovah* loves he disciplines, in fact, he scourges* everyone whom he receives as a son.” 7 You need to endure as part of your discipline.* God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?

See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “punishes.”
Or “training.”


^  (2 Cor. 13:11) Finally, brothers, continue to rejoice, to be readjusted, to be comforted, to think in agreement, to live peaceably; and the God of love and of peace will be with you.



^  (Gen. 3:1-6) Now the serpent was the most cautious* of all the wild animals of the field that Jehovah God had made. So it said to the woman: “Did God really say that you must not eat from every tree of the garden?” 2 At this the woman said to the serpent: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden. 3 But God has said about the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden: ‘You must not eat from it, no, you must not touch it; otherwise you will die.’” 4 At this the serpent said to the woman: “You certainly will not die. 5 For God knows that in the very day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and bad.” 6 Consequently, the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was something desirable to the eyes, yes, the tree was pleasing to look at. So she began taking of its fruit and eating it. Afterward, she also gave some to her husband when he was with her, and he began eating it.

Or “shrewdest; craftiest.”


^  (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^  (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^  (Job 7:17-21) What is mortal man that you should concern yourself with him And fix your attention* on him? 18 Why do you inspect him every morning And test him every moment? 19 Will you not look away from me And leave me alone long enough to swallow my saliva? 20 If I have sinned, how could I harm you, the Observer of mankind? Why have you made me your target? Have I become a burden to you? 21 Why do you not pardon my transgression And excuse my error? For soon I will lie down in the dust, And you will look for me, but I will be gone.”

Lit., “set your heart.”


^ (Job 34:12) For a certainty, God does not act wickedly; The Almighty does not pervert justice.



^  (Heb. 4:12) For the word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged sword and pierces even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and of joints from the marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and intentions of the heart.



^  (Job 19:23, 24) If only my words were written down, If only they could be inscribed in a book! 24 O that they were carved forever in the rock, With an iron stylus and lead!



^  (Job 34:12) For a certainty, God does not act wickedly; The Almighty does not pervert justice.









STUDY ARTICLE 49




SONG 44 A Prayer of the Lowly One



The Book of Job Can Help You When You Give Counsel



“Now, Job, please hear my words.”​—JOB 33:1.




FOCUS

How the book of Job teaches us to give effective counsel.




1-2. What challenge do Job’s three companions and Elihu face?


Your answer



THE news spreads like wildfire among the people of the East. Job, a man known far and wide for his riches, has lost everything. When three of Job’s companions​—Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar—​learn what has happened to Job, they journey to Uz in order to comfort him. But they are not prepared for what they see when they arrive.

2 Imagine the scene. In a sense, everything that Job possessed has been taken from him. His vast herds of sheep, cattle, camels, and donkeys are gone. His children have been killed and most of his servants have been slaughtered. And the house where Job’s children were killed lies in ruins. As if that were not bad enough, Job is personally affected. His body is now covered with painful boils. From a distance, the three men see Job dejected and sitting in ashes. How do they react? For some seven days, they do not say a word to this man who is in great pain. (Job 2:12, 13) At one point, a younger man named Elihu arrives and sits down nearby. Job finally breaks the silence by cursing the day he was born and wishing for death. (Job 3:1-3, 11) Clearly, Job needs help! What these men say and how they say it will prove whether they are really Job’s friends and whether they are truly interested in his welfare.

 3. What will we now focus on?


Your answer



3 Jehovah had Moses record what Job’s three companions and Elihu said and did. It is worth noting that some of what Eliphaz said seems to have been inspired by a wicked spirit. In contrast, Elihu’s statements were inspired by Jehovah. (Job 4:12-16; 33:24, 25) Little wonder, then, that even though the book of Job contains some of the best advice ever given, it also contains some of the worst. A key benefit that we can gain from the book of Job is how it can help us when we need to give counsel. First, we will consider the bad examples of Job’s three companions. Then, we will discuss the good example of Elihu. In each case, we will learn how the Israelites could have benefited from the book of Job and how we can benefit from it today.

HOW JOB’S THREE COMPANIONS COUNSELED HIM

 4. Why did Job’s three companions fail to achieve their objective? (See also picture.)


Your answer



4 The Bible says that Job’s three companions went to “sympathize with Job and comfort him” after hearing about his calamities. (Job 2:11) However, they failed to achieve that objective. Why? For at least three reasons. First, they were quick to jump to wrong conclusions. For example, they mistakenly assumed that Job was being punished for sins that he had committed.* (Job 4:7; 11:14) Second, much of the counsel those men gave Job was unhelpful, unkind, and downright hurtful. For instance, all three men made statements that sounded good but were lacking real substance. (Job 13:12) Twice, Bildad unkindly told Job that he talked too much. (Job 8:2; 18:2) And Zophar cuttingly implied that Job was “empty-headed.” (Job 11:12) Third, although they may not have raised their voices when speaking to Job, their tone was often condescending, sarcastic, and accusatory. (Job 15:7-11) Ultimately, these men became more interested in proving Job wrong than in healing his heart or building up his faith.



[image: One of Job’s companions speaking harshly to him while the other two companions observe. Job, covered in boils, painfully listens to the counsel as he sits on the ground.]

When offering counsel, strive to avoid a condescending tone. Your goal should be to help (See paragraph 4)







 5. What resulted from the counsel that Job’s companions gave?


Your answer



5 Not surprisingly, the counsel Job’s companions gave did not yield good results. Job felt crushed by their words. (Job 19:2) You can appreciate why he also felt the need to defend his reputation. That led him to become unbalanced in his thinking and to speak unwisely. (Job 6:3, 26) Job’s companions did not share thoughts that harmonized with Jehovah’s thinking; nor did they treat Job with compassion. As a result, they unwittingly became tools in Satan’s hands. (Job 2:4, 6) How could this account have benefited those in the past, and how can it benefit us today?

 6. What could the elders in Israel have learned from the bad example of Job’s three companions?


Your answer



6 How the Israelites could have benefited. After forming the nation of Israel, Jehovah appointed qualified men, elders, to judge the nation according to his righteous standards. (Deut. 1:15-18; 27:1) Such men needed to listen carefully before giving advice or rendering judgment. (2 Chron. 19:6) They also needed to ask questions rather than assume that they knew all the facts. (Deut. 19:18) Those counselors in Israel needed to avoid speaking harshly to those who came to them for help. Why? Because displaying irritation could discourage a person from opening his or her heart. (Ex. 22:22-24) The elders in Israel who considered the account of Job could have indeed gleaned lessons from it.

 7. Besides the elders in Israel, who could give counsel, and how could they have benefited from the account of Job? (Proverbs 27:9)


Your answer



7 Of course, mature men were not the only ones who could give counsel in Israel. Really, any Israelite​—young or old, male or female—​could offer advice to a companion who needed help to improve in his worship or to correct his conduct. (Ps. 141:5) Such sincere counsel is the mark of a true friend. (Read Proverbs 27:9.) The bad example of Job’s three companions had the potential to provide the Israelites with a living pattern of what not to say and what not to do when giving counsel.

 8. What pitfalls do we need to avoid when giving counsel? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



8 How we can benefit. As Christians, we want to help our brothers and sisters when they go through trials. However, to do so, we must avoid what Job’s three companions did. First, we should refrain from jumping to conclusions and be sure that what we say is based on solid facts. Second, we should not build our advice primarily on the unstable ground of personal experience, as Eliphaz often did, but, rather, on the solid bedrock of God’s Word. (Job 4:8; 5:3, 27) Third, we need to avoid harsh or critical speech. Remember, Eliphaz and his companions did speak about some things that were true; one of their statements was even quoted by another inspired Bible writer. (Compare Job 5:13 with 1 Corinthians 3:19.) Nevertheless, most of what they said misrepresented God and hurt Job, so Jehovah judged what they said as false. (Job 42:7, 8) Good counsel never paints Jehovah as unreasonable or his servants as unlovable. Let us now discuss what we can learn from Elihu’s example.



[image: Collage: A brother giving loving counsel to a brother who is upset. 1. A brother patiently listens to an upset brother as he expresses himself while they sit at an outdoor table with some refreshments. 2. The brother who is listening opens a Bible. 3. The brother lovingly shares counsel from the Bible as the other brother calmly listens.]

When giving counsel, (1) base what you say on facts, (2) use God’s Word, and (3) speak in a loving manner (See paragraph 8)







HOW ELIHU COUNSELED JOB

 9. Explain why Job needed help after his companions stopped talking and how Jehovah provided it.


Your answer



9 By the time Job and his companions stopped arguing, the atmosphere must have been tense. Those men had spoken enough words to fill 28 chapters of the Bible, and much of what was said was spoken in anger or out of frustration. No wonder Job’s pain remained! He still needed comfort and correction. How did Jehovah help Job? He used Elihu to give him counsel. Why did Elihu not speak up sooner? “I am young,” he said, “and you men are aged. So I respectfully held back.” (Job 32:6, 7) Young Elihu realized what many come to realize today: Older ones have lived and learned and, as a result, have wisdom as well as experience in life that younger ones often do not have. But after listening patiently to Job and his companions, Elihu could no longer keep silent. He said: “Age alone does not make one wise, nor is it only old men who understand what is right.” (Job 32:9) What did Elihu say next, and how did he say it?

10. What did Elihu do before he offered Job counsel? (Job 33:6, 7)


Your answer



10 Before Elihu gave Job any counsel, he created the right atmosphere. How? First, he got his own emotions under control. We know this because the Bible says that at first Elihu was angry. (Job 32:2-5) Yet, not once did Elihu attack Job out of frustration. On the contrary, he spoke reassuringly to him. For example, he said to Job: “Look! I am just like you before the true God.” (Read Job 33:6, 7.) Then Elihu made it clear that he had listened carefully to Job. In fact, he summarized the key points in Job’s six speeches. (Job 32:11; 33:8-11) Elihu did something similar when he again offered Job counsel.​—Job 34:5, 6, 9; 35:1-4.

11. How did Elihu counsel Job? (Job 33:1)


Your answer



11 When offering Job counsel, Elihu did so in a way that dignified that faithful man. For example, Elihu used Job’s name, which the other three men apparently did not. (Read Job 33:1.) Perhaps remembering his own strong desire to speak while Job and his companions argued, Elihu also empathetically offered Job a chance to respond to his counsel. (Job 32:4; 33:32) Elihu also clearly warned Job of the danger of some of his reasoning and kindly reminded him of Jehovah’s wisdom, power, justice, and loyal love. (Job 36:18, 21-26; 37:23, 24) Elihu’s good counsel no doubt put Job in the right frame of mind to receive additional instruction, this time from his Creator. (Job 38:1-3) How could the example of Elihu have benefited those in the past, and how can it benefit us today?

12. How did Jehovah use prophets to help his people, and how could the Israelites have benefited from Elihu’s good example?


Your answer



12 How the Israelites could have benefited. Throughout Israel’s history, Jehovah appointed prophets to make his purpose known to the Israelites. For example, during the period of the Judges, Deborah provided motherly spiritual guidance to the nation and Samuel tirelessly served as Jehovah’s spokesman from his youth. (Judg. 4:4-7; 5:7; 1 Sam. 3:19, 20) Then during the time of the kings, Jehovah provided an almost continuous line of prophets to strengthen his people spiritually and to give advice to those who strayed from pure worship. (2 Sam. 12:1-4; Acts 3:24) Elihu’s example recorded in the book of Job had the potential to help faithful men and women to understand what to say and how to say it when giving counsel.

13. How can Christians today encourage fellow worshippers?


Your answer



13 How we can benefit. As Christians, we too make known God’s will by proclaiming what is found in his Word, the Bible. Another way we do so is by using words that build up and encourage our fellow worshippers. (1 Cor. 14:3) Elders need to be especially aware of the need to “speak consolingly” to their brothers and sisters, even those who might be agitated or inclined to engage in “wild talk.”​—1 Thess. 5:14; Job 6:3.

14-15. Illustrate how an elder can imitate Elihu when giving counsel.


Your answer



14 Imagine this situation. An elder learns that a sister in his congregation is feeling depressed. Commendably, he and another brother visit her to try to provide encouragement. During the visit, the sister expresses negative emotions. She mentions that although she is attending meetings and going out in the ministry, she feels little joy. How will the brother taking the lead react?

15 First, he will likely try to learn the underlying reasons for the sister’s pain. To accomplish that, he will have to listen patiently. Does she feel unworthy of God’s love? Are the “anxieties of life” breaking her spirit? (Luke 21:34) Second, the elder will look for opportunities to commend the sister. She is, after all, still attending meetings and sharing in the ministry despite feeling depressed. And third, once the elder understands the situation and what is causing the sister to feel discouraged, he will use the Bible to build up her confidence in God’s love for her.​—Gal. 2:20.

CONTINUE TO BENEFIT FROM THE BOOK OF JOB

16. How can we continue to benefit from the book of Job?


Your answer



16 What benefits we receive from examining the book of Job! As we learned in the preceding article, this inspired account teaches us not only why God permits suffering but also how we can endure it. And as we have considered in this discussion, all of us can learn to give effective counsel by not following the bad examples of Job’s three companions but instead following the good example of Elihu. Why not review the lessons you have learned from the book of Job before offering counsel to others in the future? And if it has been some time since you have had the pleasure of reading the book of Job, make it your goal to reread this remarkable book. You will find that it is just as beneficial today as it was when it was written.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What did you learn from Job’s three companions regarding what to avoid when giving counsel?


Your answer





	  How did Elihu show wisdom when he offered Job counsel?


Your answer





	  How can we continue to benefit from the book of Job?


Your answer












SONG 125 “Happy Are the Merciful!”



^  It appears that a wicked spirit led Eliphaz to conclude that Jehovah views no human as righteous and therefore no human can ever please God. This twisted idea became central to Eliphaz’s thinking. He repeated it in each of his three speeches.​—Job 4:17; 15:15, 16; 22:2.






^ (Job 33:1) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.



^  (Job 2:12, 13) When they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him. They began to weep loudly and to rip their garments apart, and they threw dust into the air and onto their heads. 13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great.



^  (Job 3:1-3) It was after this that Job began to speak and to curse the day of his birth.* 2 Job said:  3 “Let the day perish on which I was born, Also the night when someone said: ‘A man has been conceived!’

Lit., “curse his day.”


^  (Job 3:11) Why did I not die at birth? Why did I not perish when I came from the womb?



^  (Job 4:12-16) Now a word was brought to me in secret, And a whisper of it reached my ear. 13 In troubling thoughts during visions of the night, When deep sleep falls upon men, 14 A terrible trembling came upon me, Filling all my bones with dread. 15 A spirit passed over my face; The hair of my flesh bristled. 16 It then stood still, But I did not recognize its appearance. A form was in front of my eyes; There was a calm, and then I heard a voice:



^  (Job 33:24, 25) Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom! 25 Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’

Or “grave.”
Or “healthier.”


^  (Job 2:11) Three companions* of Job heard about all the calamities that had come upon him, and each came from his own place—Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite. So they agreed to meet together to go and sympathize with Job and comfort him.

Or “acquaintances.”


^  (Job 4:7) Remember, please: What innocent person has ever perished? When have the upright ever been destroyed?



^  (Job 11:14) If your hand is doing wrong, put it far away, And let no unrighteousness dwell in your tents.



^  (Job 13:12) Your wise* sayings are proverbs of ashes; Your defenses* are as fragile as defenses of clay.

Or “memorable.”
Lit., “shield bosses.”


^  (Job 8:2) “How long will you keep speaking like this? The words of your mouth are but a mighty wind!



^  (Job 18:2) “How long before you stop making such speeches? Show some understanding so that we may then speak.



^  (Job 11:12) But an empty-headed man will understand Only when a wild donkey can give birth to a man.*

Or “when a wild donkey is born a man.”


^  (Job 15:7-11) Were you the first man ever born, Or was your birth before that of the hills?  8 Do you listen to the confidential talk of God, Or do you limit wisdom to yourself?  9 What do you know that we do not know? What do you understand that we do not? 10 Both the gray-haired and the aged are among us, Men much older than your father. 11 Are God’s consolations not enough for you, Or words spoken gently to you?



^  (Job 19:2) “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?

Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.


^  (Job 6:3) For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*

Or “rash, reckless speech.”


^  (Job 6:26) Are you scheming to reprove my words, A desperate man’s sayings, which the wind blows away?



^  (Job 2:4) But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.*

Or “soul.”


^  (Job 2:6) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! He is in your hand!* Only do not take his life!”*

Or “under your control.”
Or “soul.”


^  (Deut. 1:15-18) So I took the heads of your tribes, wise and experienced men, and appointed them as heads over you, chiefs of thousands, chiefs of hundreds, chiefs of fifties, chiefs of tens, and officers of your tribes. 16 “At that time I instructed your judges, ‘When you hear a case between your brothers, you are to judge with righteousness between a man and his brother or a foreign resident. 17 You must not be partial in judgment. You should hear the small one the same as the great one. You must not become intimidated by men, for the judgment belongs to God; and if a case is too difficult for you, you should present it to me, and I will hear it.’ 18 At that time I instructed you regarding all the things that you should do.



^  (Deut. 27:1) Then Moses together with the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying: “Observe every commandment that I am giving you today.



^  (2 Chron. 19:6) And he said to the judges: “Pay attention to what you are doing, for you do not judge for man but for Jehovah, and he is with you when you pass judgment.



^  (Deut. 19:18) The judges will thoroughly investigate, and if the man who testified is a false witness and has brought a false charge against his brother,



^  (Ex. 22:22-24) “You must not afflict any widow or fatherless child.* 23 If you afflict him at all, so that he cries out to me, I will unfailingly hear his outcry; 24 and my anger will blaze, and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives will become widows, and your children will be fatherless.

Or “orphan.”


^ (Prov. 27:9) Oil and incense make the heart rejoice; So does sweet friendship springing from sincere counsel.*

Or “from counsel of the soul.”


^  (Ps. 141:5) Should the righteous one strike me, it would be an act of loyal love; Should he reprove me, it would be like oil on my head, Which my head would never refuse. My prayer will continue even during their calamities.



^  (Prov. 27:9) Oil and incense make the heart rejoice; So does sweet friendship springing from sincere counsel.*

Or “from counsel of the soul.”


^  (Job 4:8) What I have seen is that those who plow* what is harmful And those who sow trouble will reap the same.

Or “devise.”


^  (Job 5:3) I have seen the foolish one taking root, But suddenly his dwelling place is cursed.



^  (Job 5:27) Look! We have investigated this, and it is so. Listen and accept it.”



^  (Job 5:13) He catches the wise in their own cunning, So that the plans of the shrewd are thwarted.



^  (1 Cor. 3:19) For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God, for it is written: “He catches the wise in their own cunning.”



^  (Job 42:7, 8) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has. 8 Now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job, and offer up a burnt sacrifice for yourselves. And my servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his request* not to deal with you according to your foolishness, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.”

Lit., “Surely I will lift up his face.”


^  (Job 32:6, 7) So E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite began to speak, saying: “I am young* And you men are aged. So I respectfully held back, And I dared not tell you what I know.  7 I thought, ‘Let age* speak, And let a multitude of years declare wisdom.’

Lit., “small in days.”
Lit., “days.”


^  (Job 32:9) Age alone does not* make one wise, Nor is it only old men who understand what is right.

Or “Many days alone do not.”


^ (Job 33:6, 7) Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.  7 So no fear of me should terrify you, And no pressure from me should overwhelm you.



^  (Job 32:2-5) But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God. 3 He was also very angry with Job’s three companions because they could not find an answer but had declared God wicked. 4 E·liʹhu had been waiting to respond to Job, because they were older than he was. 5 When E·liʹhu saw that the three men had nothing to say in answer, his anger flared up.

Or “his soul.”


^  (Job 33:6, 7) Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.  7 So no fear of me should terrify you, And no pressure from me should overwhelm you.



^  (Job 32:11) Look! I have waited for your words; I kept listening to your reasoning As you searched for things to say.



^  (Job 33:8-11) But you said in my hearing, Yes, I kept hearing these words,  9 ‘I am pure, without transgression; I am clean, without error. 10 But God finds reasons to oppose me; He considers me his enemy. 11 He puts my feet in stocks; He scrutinizes all my paths.’



^  (Job 34:5, 6) For Job has said, ‘I am in the right, But God has denied me justice.  6 Would I lie about what my own judgment should be? My wound is incurable, though there is no transgression.’



^  (Job 34:9) For he has said, ‘A man does not benefit From trying to please God.’



^  (Job 35:1-4) E·liʹhu continued his response:  2 “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?  3 For you say, ‘What does it matter to you?* Am I better off than if I had sinned?’  4 I will reply to you And to your companions with you.

Likely referring to God.


^ (Job 33:1) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.



^  (Job 33:1) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.



^  (Job 32:4) E·liʹhu had been waiting to respond to Job, because they were older than he was.



^  (Job 33:32) If you have something to say, reply to me. Speak, for I want to prove you right.



^  (Job 36:18) But take care that rage does not lead you into spitefulness,* And do not let a large bribe lead you astray.

Or “spiteful handclapping.”


^  (Job 36:21-26) Beware that you do not turn to wrongdoing, Choosing this instead of affliction. 22 Look! God is exalted in his power; What instructor is like him? 23 Who has directed* his way Or said to him, ‘What you have done is wrong’? 24 Remember to magnify his activity, Of which men have sung. 25 All mankind has seen it, Mortal man looks on from a distance. 26 Yes, God is greater than we can know; The number of his years is beyond comprehension.*

Or possibly, “criticized; called him to account for.”
Or “is unsearchable.”


^  (Job 37:23, 24) Understanding the Almighty is beyond our reach; He is great in power, And he never violates his justice and abundant righteousness. 24 Therefore, people should fear him. For he does not favor any who think that they are wise.”*

Lit., “who are wise of heart.”


^  (Job 38:1-3) Then Jehovah answered Job out of the windstorm:  2 “Who is this who is obscuring my counsel And speaking without knowledge?  3 Brace yourself, please, like a man; I will question you, and you inform me.



^  (Judg. 4:4-7) Now Debʹo·rah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapʹpi·doth, was judging Israel at that time. 5 She used to sit under Debʹo·rah’s palm tree between Raʹmah and Bethʹel in the mountainous region of Eʹphra·im; the Israelites would go up to her for judgment. 6 She sent for Baʹrak the son of A·binʹo·am out of Keʹdesh-naphʹta·li and said to him: “Has not Jehovah the God of Israel given the command? ‘Go and march to* Mount Taʹbor, and take 10,000 men of Naphʹta·li and Zebʹu·lun with you. 7 I will bring to you Sisʹe·ra, the chief of Jaʹbin’s army, along with his war chariots and his troops to the stream* of Kiʹshon, and I will give him into your hand.’”

Or “Deploy your men on.”
Or “wadi.”


^  (Judg. 5:7) The villagers in Israel were no more;* They were no more until I, Debʹo·rah, rose up, Until I arose as a mother in Israel.

Or “ceased.”


^  (1 Sam. 3:19, 20) Samuel continued growing up, and Jehovah himself was with him and did not let any of all his words go unfulfilled.* 20 All Israel from Dan to Beʹer-sheʹba became aware that Samuel had been confirmed as Jehovah’s prophet.

Lit., “fall to the earth.”


^  (2 Sam. 12:1-4) So Jehovah sent Nathan to David. He came in to him and said: “There were two men in one city, the one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very many sheep and cattle; 3 but the poor man had nothing but one small female lamb, which he had bought. He cared for it, and it grew up together with him and his sons. It would eat from the little food he had and drink from his cup and sleep in his arms. It became as a daughter to him. 4 Later a visitor came to the rich man, but he would not take any of his own sheep and cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.”



^  (Acts 3:24) And all the prophets from Samuel and those who followed him, as many as have spoken, have also plainly declared these days.



^  (1 Cor. 14:3) However, the one who prophesies builds up and encourages and consoles men by his speech.



^  (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.



^  (Job 6:3) For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*

Or “rash, reckless speech.”


^  (Luke 21:34) “But pay attention to yourselves that your hearts never become weighed down with overeating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life,* and suddenly that day be instantly upon you

Or “anxieties over livelihood; worries of daily life.”


^  (Gal. 2:20) I am nailed to the stake along with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who is living in union with me. Indeed, the life that I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and handed himself over for me.



^ (Job 4:17) ‘Can a mortal man be more righteous than God? Can a man be cleaner than his own Maker?’



^ (Job 15:15, 16) Look! He has no faith in his holy ones, And even the heavens are not pure in his eyes. 16 How much less so when a person is detestable and corrupt, A man who drinks in unrighteousness just like water!



^ (Job 22:2) “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?









STUDY ARTICLE 50




SONG 48 Daily Walking With Jehovah



Imitate Jehovah’s Humility



“Become imitators of God, as beloved children.”​—EPH. 5:1.




FOCUS

To learn four practical ways to imitate Jehovah’s humility.




 1. Why is Jehovah’s humility remarkable?


Your answer



WHEN you observe people in power today, does the quality of humility come to mind? Likely not. Yet, Jehovah, who is almighty, is humble. (Ps. 113:5-8) Humility permeates Jehovah’s personality; there is not a trace of haughtiness in him. It will benefit us to consider four aspects of Jehovah’s beautiful personality and discover how his humility is reflected in each of them. We will also consider how Jesus imitated his Father’s humility. By examining these facets, we will be helped to draw closer to Jehovah and to imitate his humility to a greater degree.

JEHOVAH IS APPROACHABLE

 2. What does Psalm 62:8 reveal about Jehovah? (See also picture.)


Your answer



2 Proud people are not usually approachable. Their inflated egos cause them to act in ways that make others hesitate to go to them or cause others to avoid them altogether. How different Jehovah is! Because our heavenly Father is humble, he invites us to approach him and tell him about the things that are weighing on our mind and heart. (Read Psalm 62:8.) Just as a caring father readily listens to his children’s concerns, Jehovah welcomes and listens to the prayers of his worshippers. In fact, he had many of these prayers recorded in the Bible. That shows how approachable he is. (Josh. 10:12-14; 1 Sam. 1:10-18) But what if for some reason we at times feel unworthy to approach Jehovah?



[image: A father patiently listening to his young son as the boy explains how he accidentally broke a flower vase while playing with a toy plane.]

Imitating Jehovah, a father humbly listens to his son, who has broken a vase while playing (See paragraph 2)







 3. Why can you be certain that Jehovah wants you to approach him regularly in prayer?


Your answer



3 We can approach Jehovah in prayer even if we feel unworthy of his love. Why can we say that? In Jesus’ parable of the lost son, he likened Jehovah to a tenderhearted father whose repentant son felt unworthy of being accepted back into the family. How did that father react when his son returned home? Jesus said that as soon as the father caught sight of his son, the father “ran and embraced him and tenderly kissed him.” (Luke 15:17-20) Jehovah is like that father. As soon as he hears the prayers of individuals whose hearts are broken and crushed by the burden of guilt or worry, his humility moves him to give them his full attention. (Lam. 3:19, 20) Jehovah is moved with compassion, and he runs to them, as it were, to comfort and reassure them of his mercy and love. (Isa. 57:15) How does Jehovah “run to us” today? He often does so by means of the elders, believing family members, and other fellow worshippers. (Jas. 5:14, 15) Jehovah provides this help because he wants us to be close to him.

 4. How did Jesus show that he was approachable?


Your answer



4 Jesus imitates his Father. Like his Father, Jesus is humble. As a result, while he was on earth, people felt comfortable approaching him. They felt at ease with asking him questions. (Mark 4:10, 11) So when he invited their comments on a matter, they would tell him what they truly felt. (Matt. 16:13-16) And when they made mistakes, they did not cringe in fear; they knew that Jesus was kind, merciful, and patient. (Matt. 17:24-27) It is significant that because of how well Jesus imitated his Father, Jesus’ followers came to know Jehovah better. (John 14:9) They learned that Jehovah was nothing like the harsh, proud, and aloof religious leaders of the day. Rather, he was humble and approachable.

 5. How can humility help us to be more approachable?


Your answer



5 How can we imitate Jehovah? By cultivating humility, we will become more approachable. Humility will prevent us from being envious, prideful, and unforgiving​—traits that push others away. But humility will help us to be kind, patient, and forgiving​—traits that draw others to us. (Col. 3:12-14) Elders must especially strive to be approachable. Of course, in order to be approachable, they need to be visible. This means that they endeavor to attend congregation meetings in person, preferring that to attending via videoconferencing unnecessarily. And as their circumstances allow, they try to work along with the brothers and sisters in the house-to-house ministry. As these ones get better acquainted with the elders, they will feel comfortable confiding in them when the need arises.

JEHOVAH IS REASONABLE

6-7. Give examples of how Jehovah has yielded to the requests of his servants.


Your answer



6 Many proud people are unreasonable in their dealings with others. But because Jehovah is humble, he is reasonable, or yielding​—even though he is superior to everyone in every way. Consider how he dealt with Moses’ sister, Miriam. She, along with Aaron, murmured against Moses, who was Jehovah’s representative. So Miriam was, in essence, showing disrespect for Jehovah. As a result, Jehovah was furious with Miriam and struck her with leprosy. But when Aaron pleaded in her behalf and Moses begged Jehovah to heal his sister, how did God respond? God did not proudly hold to the judgment he had brought on her. Because Jehovah is humble, he yielded by healing Miriam.​—Num. 12:1-15.

7 Jehovah also showed humility in his dealings with King Hezekiah. By means of His prophet, Jehovah informed the king that he was going to die. Hezekiah tearfully begged Jehovah to heal him. In response, Jehovah mercifully added 15 years to the king’s life. (2 Ki. 20:1, 5, 6) Yes, humility moves Jehovah to be compassionate and yielding.

 8. What examples demonstrate that Jesus is reasonable? (Mark 3:1-6)


Your answer



8 Jesus imitates his Father. While on earth, Jesus did not withhold good from others when it was reasonable to help them. For example, he healed people on the Sabbath despite the objections of his hardhearted opposers. (Read Mark 3:1-6.) Jesus continues to be reasonable as head of the Christian congregation. For instance, when someone in the congregation commits a serious sin, he is patient with him, giving him ample opportunity to correct his course.​—Rev. 2:2-5.

 9. How can we cultivate and show reasonableness? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



9 How can we imitate Jehovah? We must humbly work to cultivate Jehovah’s reasonable way of thinking and acting. (Jas. 3:17) For example, reasonable parents, while not permissive, do not expect more from their children than the young ones can give. That is well-illustrated by Jacob, as seen in the account found at Genesis 33:12-14. Humble and reasonable parents should also try to avoid unfairly comparing one child with another. Christian elders too must be reasonable. One way they can do this is by yielding to the decision of the majority on the body when doing so does not violate Bible principles. (1 Tim. 3:2, 3) And all of us can try to understand the viewpoint of others even if we see things differently. (Rom. 14:1) Yes, everyone in the congregation should strive to let his “reasonableness become known to all men.”​—Phil. 4:5.



[image: Collage: A father joyfully working with his young children in the house-to-house ministry. 1. He smiles as his son offers a man the “Enjoy Live Forever!” brochure. 2. Later, he smiles as his daughter offers a woman a jw.org contact card.]

A father is reasonable in what he expects of his children in the ministry (See paragraph 9)







JEHOVAH IS PATIENT

10. In what ways has Jehovah shown patience?


Your answer



10 You have probably noted that proud people do not like to be kept waiting. Pride makes them impatient. What a contrast that is to Jehovah, who is the very epitome of patience! For instance, in the days of Noah, Jehovah stated that He would wait 120 years before destroying the wicked. (Gen. 6:3) Noah had time to raise his children and build the ark with the help of his family. Later, Jehovah’s angelic representative listened patiently as Abraham questioned him about the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. A proud person might have responded, ‘How dare you question me!’ But in imitation of Jehovah, that angel was patient with Abraham.​—Gen. 18:20-33.

11. As stated at 2 Peter 3:9, why is Jehovah showing patience in our time?


Your answer



11 Jehovah is humbly showing patience in our time too. He is waiting for his set time to arrive to bring the end. Why is he patient? “Because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.” (Read 2 Peter 3:9.) Has Jehovah’s patience been in vain? No! Millions of righthearted ones have drawn close to him. And we hope many millions more will yet do so. Nonetheless, Jehovah’s patience has limits. Jehovah loves people, but he is not permissive. He will not let wickedness continue forever.​—Hab. 2:3.

12. How is Jesus imitating Jehovah’s patience?


Your answer



12 Jesus imitates his Father. For thousands of years, Jesus has imitated Jehovah’s patience. Jesus has watched Satan slander both Jehovah and faithful humans. (Gen. 3:4, 5; Job 1:11; Rev. 12:10) Jesus has also witnessed unspeakable suffering. Imagine how much he must long “to break up the works of the Devil”! (1 John 3:8) What helps Jesus to wait patiently for Jehovah’s approval to destroy the Devil’s works completely? For one thing, Jesus’ humility moves him to leave the timing of matters where they rightly belong​—in Jehovah’s hands.​—Acts 1:7.

13. How and why was Jesus patient with his apostles?


Your answer



13 When on earth, Jesus was also patient with his apostles. For example, when the apostles argued time and again over who was the greatest, Jesus did not throw his hands up in despair. Instead, he continued to be patient. (Luke 9:46; 22:24-27) He trusted that in time they would make the needed changes. Have you repeatedly made the same mistake? If so, are you not grateful to have such a humble and patient King ruling over you?

14. How can we cultivate patience?


Your answer



14 How can we imitate Jehovah? When we develop “the mind of Christ,” we put ourselves in the best position to think and act like Jehovah. (1 Cor. 2:16) How can we better understand Christ’s mind? There is no shortcut. We must read the Gospels. Then we need to take time to reflect on how the accounts we read reveal Jesus’ thinking on matters. And without a doubt, we must ask Jehovah to help us reflect Jesus’ humble way of thinking. As we develop the mind of Christ, we will become more like God by showing greater patience both with ourselves and with our fellow believers.​—Matt. 18:26-30, 35.

JEHOVAH DIGNIFIES LOWLY ONES

15. How has Jehovah lived up to the words found at Psalm 138:6?


Your answer



15 Read Psalm 138:6. What an honor it is for humble ones to be acknowledged by the Sovereign of the universe! Consider just a few examples of lowly people whom Jehovah has dignified over the centuries. Some of them might not readily come to mind, but they are included in the Bible record. Jehovah inspired Moses to record the name of a nurse named Deborah, who lived during the time of the patriarchs. She served faithfully in both Isaac’s and Jacob’s households for a total of some 125 years! Though not much is known about this loyal woman, Jehovah made sure to note in the inspired record how beloved she was. (Gen. 24:59; 35:8, ftn.) Centuries later, Jehovah raised up David, a shepherd boy, and made him king of the nation of Israel. (2 Sam. 22:1, 36) Shortly after Jesus was born, God sent angels to honor humble shepherds by letting them be the first to know that in nearby Bethlehem the future Messiah had been born. (Luke 2:8-11) And when Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to the temple, Jehovah dignified elderly Simeon and Anna by pointing out His Son to them. (Luke 2:25-30, 36-38) Yes, “though Jehovah is high, he takes note of the humble”!

16. How did Jesus imitate the way his Father treats others?


Your answer



16 Jesus imitates his Father. Like his Father, Jesus dignified humble people. He taught “uneducated and ordinary” people truths about the Kingdom of God. (Acts 4:13; Matt. 11:25) Jesus also healed the sick and treated them in ways that restored not only their health but also their dignity. (Luke 5:13) On the final night before his death, Jesus took on the role of a servant by washing his apostles’ feet. (John 13:5) And prior to ascending to heaven, he dignified all his humble followers, present and future, by giving them the most important work any human can have​—helping others to gain everlasting life.​—Matt. 28:19, 20.

17. How can we dignify others? (See also picture.)


Your answer



17 How can we imitate Jehovah? We dignify people when we share the good news with all who listen, regardless of their background, skin color, or level of education. And we dignify our brothers and sisters when we consider them superior to us, regardless of any abilities or privileges we may have. (Phil. 2:3) Jehovah is pleased when we humbly “take the lead” in showing honor to one another in these and in other ways.​—Rom. 12:10; Zeph. 3:12.



[image: Two sisters conducting a Bible study with a woman prisoner at a correctional facility.]

We imitate Jehovah’s humility when we share the good news with people of all sorts (See paragraph 17)*







18. Why do you want to imitate Jehovah’s humility?


Your answer



18 As we strive to imitate our loving heavenly Father’s humility, we will become more approachable, more reasonable, and more patient. And we will dignify others, as Jehovah does. May our efforts to draw closer to our humble God make each of us even more precious in his eyes!​—Isa. 43:4.



HOW CAN HUMILITY HELP YOU TO . . .


	  be approachable?


Your answer





	  be reasonable?


Your answer





	  be patient?


Your answer












SONG 159 Give Jehovah Glory



^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: Sisters humbly imitate Jehovah as they teach prison inmates.






^ (Eph. 5:1) Therefore, become imitators of God, as beloved children,



^  (Ps. 113:5-8) Who is like Jehovah our God, The one who dwells* on high?  6 He stoops down to look on heaven and earth,  7 Raising the lowly from the dust. He lifts up the poor from the ash heap*  8 In order to make him sit with nobles, With the nobles of his people.

Or “sits enthroned.”
Or possibly, “garbage dump.”


^ (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)



^  (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)



^  (Josh. 10:12-14) It was then, on the day that Jehovah routed the Amʹor·ites before the eyes of the Israelites, that Joshua said to Jehovah before Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibʹe·on, And moon, over the Valley* of Aiʹja·lon!” 13 So the sun stood still and the moon did not move until the nation could take vengeance on its enemies. Is it not written in the book of Jaʹshar? The sun stood still in the middle of the sky and did not hasten to set for about a whole day. 14 There has never been a day like that one, either before it or after it, when Jehovah listened to the voice of a man, for Jehovah was fighting for Israel.

Or “Low Plain.”


^  (1 Sam. 1:10-18) Hanʹnah was extremely bitter,* and she began to pray to Jehovah and to weep uncontrollably. 11 And she made this vow: “O Jehovah of armies, if you look upon the affliction of your servant and remember me and you do not forget your servant and give to your servant a male child, I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and no razor will touch his head.” 12 While she prayed for a long time before Jehovah, Eʹli was watching her mouth. 13 Hanʹnah was speaking in her heart, only her lips were trembling, but her voice was not heard. So Eʹli thought she was drunk. 14 Eʹli said to her: “How long will you stay drunk? Stop drinking your wine.” 15 At this Hanʹnah answered: “No, my lord! I am a woman under great stress;* I have not drunk wine or anything alcoholic, but I am pouring out my soul* before Jehovah. 16 Do not take your servant for a worthless woman, for I have been speaking until now out of my great anguish and distress.” 17 Then Eʹli answered: “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant your petition that you have asked of him.” 18 To this she said: “Let your servant find favor in your eyes.” And the woman went on her way and ate, and her face was no longer downcast.

Or “bitter of soul.”
Or “a woman hard-pressed in spirit.”
See Glossary.


^  (Luke 15:17-20) “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, while I am dying here from hunger! 18 I will get up and travel to my father and say to him: “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Make me as one of your hired men.”’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him and was moved with pity, and he ran and embraced him* and tenderly kissed him.

Lit., “fell upon his neck.”


^  (Lam. 3:19, 20) Remember my affliction and my homeless state, the wormwood and the bitter poison. 20 You* will surely remember and bow low over me.

Or “Your soul.”


^  (Isa. 57:15) For this is what the High and Lofty One says, Who lives* forever and whose name is holy: “I reside in the high and holy place, But also with those crushed and lowly in spirit, To revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of those being crushed.

Or “resides.”


^  (Jas. 5:14, 15) Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.* 15 And the prayer of faith will make the sick one* well, and Jehovah* will raise him up. Also, if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

See App. A5.
Or possibly, “tired one.”
See App. A5.


^  (Mark 4:10, 11) Now when he was alone, those around him with the Twelve began questioning him about the illustrations. 11 He said to them: “To you the sacred secret of the Kingdom of God has been given, but to those outside all things are in illustrations,



^  (Matt. 16:13-16) When he had come into the region of Caes·a·reʹa Phi·lipʹpi, Jesus asked his disciples: “Who are men saying the Son of man is?” 14 They said: “Some say John the Baptist, others E·liʹjah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them: “You, though, who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”



^  (Matt. 17:24-27) After they arrived in Ca·perʹna·um, the men collecting the two drachmas tax approached Peter and said: “Does your teacher not pay the two drachmas tax?” 25 He said: “Yes.” However, when he entered the house, Jesus spoke to him first and said: “What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth receive duties or head tax? From their sons or from the strangers?” 26 When he said: “From the strangers,” Jesus said to him: “Really, then, the sons are tax-free. 27 But that we do not cause them to stumble, go to the sea, cast a fishhook, and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth, you will find a silver coin. Take that and give it to them for me and you.”



^  (John 14:9) Jesus said to him: “Even after I have been with you men for such a long time, Philip, have you not come to know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father also. How is it you say, ‘Show us the Father’?



^  (Col. 3:12-14) Accordingly, as God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with the tender affections of compassion, kindness, humility, mildness, and patience. 13 Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same. 14 But besides all these things, clothe yourselves with love, for it is a perfect bond of union.



^  (Num. 12:1-15) Now Mirʹi·am and Aaron began to speak against Moses because of the Cushʹite wife he had married, for he had taken a Cushʹite wife. 2 They were saying: “Is it only by Moses that Jehovah has spoken? Has he not also spoken through us?” And Jehovah was listening. 3 Now the man Moses was by far the meekest of all the men* on the face of the earth. 4 Jehovah suddenly said to Moses and Aaron and Mirʹi·am: “Go out, the three of you, to the tent of meeting.” So the three of them went out. 5 And Jehovah came down in the pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent and called Aaron and Mirʹi·am. Both of them went forward. 6 He then said: “Hear my words, please. If there was a prophet of Jehovah among you, I would make myself known to him in a vision, and I would speak to him in a dream. 7 But it is not that way with my servant Moses! He is being entrusted with all my house.* 8 Face-to-face* I speak to him, openly, not by riddles; and the appearance of Jehovah is what he sees. Why, then, did you not fear to speak against my servant, against Moses?” 9 So Jehovah’s anger burned against them, and he departed from them. 10 The cloud moved away from over the tent, and look! Mirʹi·am was struck with leprosy as white as snow. Then Aaron turned toward Mirʹi·am, and he saw that she was struck with leprosy. 11 Immediately Aaron said to Moses: “I beg you, my lord! Please do not hold this sin against us! We have acted foolishly in what we have done. 12 Please, do not let her continue like someone dead, whose flesh is half eaten away at birth!” 13 And Moses began to cry out to Jehovah, saying: “O God, please heal her! Please!” 14 Jehovah replied to Moses: “If her father would spit directly in her face, would she not be humiliated for seven days? Let her be quarantined for seven days outside the camp, and afterward she may be brought back in.” 15 So Mirʹi·am was quarantined outside the camp for seven days, and the people did not break camp until Mirʹi·am was brought back in.

Or “was very humble (mild-tempered), more so than any other man.”
Lit., “In all my house, he is proving himself faithful.”
Lit., “Mouth to mouth.”


^  (2 Ki. 20:1) In those days Hez·e·kiʹah became sick and was at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah the son of Aʹmoz came and said to him, “This is what Jehovah says: ‘Give instructions to your household, for you will die; you will not recover.’”



^  (2 Ki. 20:5, 6) “Go back and say to Hez·e·kiʹah, the leader of my people, ‘This is what Jehovah the God of David your forefather says: “I have heard your prayer. I have seen your tears. Here I am healing you. On the third day you will go up to the house of Jehovah. 6 I will add 15 years to your life,* and I will rescue you and this city out of the hand of the king of As·syrʹi·a, and I will defend this city for my own sake and for the sake of David my servant.”’”

Lit., “days.”


^ (Mark 3:1-6) Once again he entered into a synagogue, and a man with a withered* hand was there. 2 So they were watching him closely to see whether he would cure the man on the Sabbath, in order to accuse him. 3 He said to the man with the withered* hand: “Get up and come to the center.” 4 Next he said to them: “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save a life or to kill?” But they kept silent. 5 After looking around at them with indignation, being thoroughly grieved at the insensibility of their hearts, he said to the man: “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 At that the Pharisees went out and immediately began holding council with the party followers of Herod against him, in order to kill him.

Or “paralyzed.” Lit., “dried-up.”
Or “paralyzed.” Lit., “dried-up.”


^  (Mark 3:1-6) Once again he entered into a synagogue, and a man with a withered* hand was there. 2 So they were watching him closely to see whether he would cure the man on the Sabbath, in order to accuse him. 3 He said to the man with the withered* hand: “Get up and come to the center.” 4 Next he said to them: “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save a life or to kill?” But they kept silent. 5 After looking around at them with indignation, being thoroughly grieved at the insensibility of their hearts, he said to the man: “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 At that the Pharisees went out and immediately began holding council with the party followers of Herod against him, in order to kill him.

Or “paralyzed.” Lit., “dried-up.”
Or “paralyzed.” Lit., “dried-up.”


^  (Rev. 2:2-5) ‘I know your deeds, and your labor and endurance, and that you cannot tolerate bad men, and that you put to the test those who say they are apostles, but they are not, and you found them to be liars. 3 You are also showing endurance, and you have persevered for the sake of my name and have not grown weary. 4 Nevertheless, I hold this against you, that you have left the love you had at first. 5 “‘Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first. If you do not, I will come to you, and I will remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.



^  (Jas. 3:17) But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, not hypocritical.



^  (Gen. 33:12-14) Later Eʹsau said: “Let us move out and go, and let me go in advance of you.” 13 But he said to him: “My lord is aware that the children are delicate and that in my care are sheep and cattle nursing their young. If they are driven too quickly for one day, then the whole flock will die. 14 Let my lord, please, go on ahead of his servant, but I will continue the journey more slowly at the pace of my livestock and of the children until I come to my lord at Seʹir.”



^  (1 Tim. 3:2, 3) The overseer should therefore be irreprehensible, a husband of one wife, moderate in habits, sound in mind, orderly, hospitable, qualified to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent, but reasonable, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money,



^  (Rom. 14:1) Welcome the man having weaknesses in his faith, but do not pass judgment on differing opinions.



^  (Phil. 4:5) Let your reasonableness become known to all men. The Lord is near.



^  (Gen. 6:3) Then Jehovah said: “My spirit will not tolerate man indefinitely, because he is only flesh.* Accordingly, his days will amount to 120 years.”

Or “because he acts according to the flesh.”


^  (Gen. 18:20-33) Then Jehovah said: “The outcry against Sodʹom and Go·morʹrah is indeed great, and their sin is very heavy. 21 I will go down to see whether they are acting according to the outcry that has reached me. And if not, I can get to know it.” 22 Then the men left from there and went toward Sodʹom, but Jehovah remained with Abraham. 23 Then Abraham approached and said: “Will you really sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are 50 righteous men within the city. Will you, then, sweep them away and not pardon the place for the sake of the 50 righteous who are inside it? 25 It is unthinkable that you would act in this manner by putting the righteous man to death with the wicked one so that the outcome for the righteous man and the wicked is the same! It is unthinkable of you. Will the Judge of all the earth not do what is right?” 26 Then Jehovah said: “If I find in Sodʹom 50 righteous men in the city, I will pardon the whole place for their sake.” 27 But Abraham again responded: “Please, here I have presumed to speak to Jehovah, whereas I am dust and ashes. 28 Suppose the 50 righteous should lack five. Because of the five will you destroy the whole city?” To this he said: “I will not destroy it if I find there 45.” 29 But yet again he spoke to him and said: “Suppose 40 are found there.” He answered: “I will not do it for the sake of the 40.” 30 But he continued: “Jehovah, please, do not become hot with anger, but let me go on speaking: Suppose only 30 are found there.” He answered: “I will not do it if I find 30 there.” 31 But he continued: “Please, here I have presumed to speak to Jehovah: Suppose only 20 are found there.” He answered: “I will not destroy it for the sake of the 20.” 32 Finally he said: “Jehovah, please, do not become hot with anger, but let me speak just once more: Suppose only ten are found there.” He answered: “I will not destroy it for the sake of the ten.” 33 When Jehovah finished speaking to Abraham, he went his way and Abraham returned to his place.



^ (2 Pet. 3:9) Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.


^  (2 Pet. 3:9) Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.


^  (Hab. 2:3) For the vision is yet for its appointed time, And it is rushing toward its end,* and it will not lie. Even if it should delay,* keep in expectation of it!* For it will without fail come true. It will not be late!

Or “fulfillment.”
Or “if it seems to delay.”
Or “wait eagerly for it!”


^  (Gen. 3:4, 5) At this the serpent said to the woman: “You certainly will not die. 5 For God knows that in the very day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and bad.”



^  (Job 1:11) But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”



^  (Rev. 12:10) I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our God!



^  (1 John 3:8) The one who practices sin originates with the Devil, because the Devil has been sinning from the beginning.* For this purpose the Son of God was made manifest, to break up* the works of the Devil.

Or “from when he began.”
Or “destroy.”


^  (Acts 1:7) He said to them: “It does not belong to you to know the times or seasons that the Father has placed in his own jurisdiction.



^  (Luke 9:46) Then a dispute arose among them about which one of them was the greatest.



^  (Luke 22:24-27) However, there also arose a heated dispute among them over which one of them was considered to be the greatest. 25 But he said to them: “The kings of the nations lord it over them, and those having authority over them are called Benefactors. 26 You, though, are not to be that way. But let the one who is the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the one taking the lead as the one ministering. 27 For which one is greater, the one dining* or the one serving? Is it not the one dining?* But I am among you as the one serving.

Or “reclining at the table.”
Or “reclining at the table.”


^  (1 Cor. 2:16) For “who has come to know the mind of Jehovah, so that he may instruct him?” But we do have the mind of Christ.



^  (Matt. 18:26-30) So the slave fell down and did obeisance to him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay back everything to you.’ 27 Moved with pity at this, the master of that slave let him off and canceled his debt. 28 But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves, who owed him 100 de·narʹi·i, and grabbed him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back whatever you owe.’ 29 So his fellow slave fell down and began to beg him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ 30 However, he was not willing, but he went and had him thrown into prison until he could pay back what he owed.



^  (Matt. 18:35) My heavenly Father will also deal with you in the same way if each of you does not forgive your brother from your heart.”



^ (Ps. 138:6) Though Jehovah is high, he takes note of the humble, But the haughty he knows only from a distance.



^  (Ps. 138:6) Though Jehovah is high, he takes note of the humble, But the haughty he knows only from a distance.



^  (Gen. 24:59) So they sent off their sister Re·bekʹah and her nurse* and Abraham’s servant and his men.

That is, her nurse who now served as an attendant.


^  (Gen. 35:8) Later Debʹo·rah, Re·bekʹah’s nurse, died and was buried at the foot of Bethʹel under an oak. So he named it Alʹlon-bacʹuth.*

Meaning “Oak of Weeping.”


^  (2 Sam. 22:1) And David spoke to Jehovah the words of this song in the day that Jehovah rescued him out of the hand of all his enemies and out of Saul’s hand.



^  (2 Sam. 22:36) You give me your shield of salvation, And your humility makes me great.



^  (Luke 2:8-11) There were also in the same region shepherds living out of doors and keeping watch in the night over their flocks. 9 Suddenly Jehovah’s angel stood before them, and Jehovah’s glory gleamed around them, and they became very fearful. 10 But the angel said to them: “Do not be afraid, for look! I am declaring to you good news of a great joy that all the people will have. 11 For today there was born to you in David’s city a savior, who is Christ the Lord.



^  (Luke 2:25-30) And look! there was a man in Jerusalem named Simʹe·on, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for Israel’s consolation, and holy spirit was upon him. 26 Furthermore, it had been divinely revealed to him by the holy spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Christ of Jehovah. 27 Under the power of the spirit, he now came into the temple, and as the parents brought the young child Jesus in to do for him according to the customary practice of the Law, 28 he took the child into his arms and praised God and said: 29 “Now, Sovereign Lord, you are letting your slave go in peace according to your declaration, 30 because my eyes have seen your means of salvation*

Or “the way you will bring salvation; the salvation by you.”


^  (Luke 2:36-38) Now there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanʹu·el, of Ashʹer’s tribe. This woman was well along in years and had lived with her husband for seven years after they were married,* 37 and she was a widow now 84 years old. She was never missing from the temple, rendering sacred service night and day with fasting and supplications. 38 In that very hour she came near and began giving thanks to God and speaking about the child to all who were waiting for Jerusalem’s deliverance.

Lit., “from her virginity.”


^  (Acts 4:13) Now when they saw the outspokenness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were astonished. And they began to realize that they had been with Jesus.



^  (Matt. 11:25) At that time Jesus said in response: “I publicly praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and intellectual ones and have revealed them to young children.



^  (Luke 5:13) So stretching out his hand, he touched him, saying: “I want to! Be made clean.” Immediately the leprosy vanished from him.



^  (John 13:5) After that he put water into a basin and started to wash the feet of the disciples and to dry them off with the towel that was wrapped around him.



^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Phil. 2:3) Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of egotism, but with humility consider others superior to you,



^  (Rom. 12:10) In brotherly love have tender affection for one another. In showing honor to one another, take the lead.



^  (Zeph. 3:12) I will allow a humble and lowly people to remain in your midst, And they will take refuge in the name of Jehovah.



^  (Isa. 43:4) For you became precious in my eyes, You were honored, and I have loved you. So I will give people in place of you And nations in exchange for your life.*

Or “soul.”








STUDY ARTICLE 51




SONG 132 Now We Are One



How to Plan a Wedding That Brings Honor to Jehovah



“Let all things take place decently and by arrangement.”​—1 COR. 14:40.




FOCUS

How Christian couples can show honor to Jehovah on their wedding day.




1-2. How does Jehovah view weddings?


Your answer



ARE you engaged to be married? If so, congratulations! You are likely quite involved in planning your wedding. Jehovah is interested in your marriage. He wants you to enjoy your wedding* day and have a happy future together.​—Prov. 5:18; Song of Sol. 3:11.

2 Jehovah deserves to be shown honor at your wedding. Why can we say that? And how can you do so? Although this article is primarily addressed to couples who are preparing for their wedding, the principles discussed can help all of us to honor Jehovah if we attend a wedding or if we are asked for observations on the plans being made.

WHY HONOR JEHOVAH?

 3. When planning their wedding, a Christian couple should take what into account, and why?


Your answer



3 Couples who are planning a Christian wedding should do so in harmony with the principles that Jehovah has outlined in his Word. Why? Because Jehovah is the Originator of marriage. He arranged for the very first wedding​—the one that joined Adam and Eve in matrimony. (Gen. 1:28; 2:24) So God’s thinking should be foremost on the minds of those who are planning a wedding.

 4. What reason do couples have to show honor to Jehovah on their wedding day?


Your answer



4 You have a significant reason to consider Jehovah’s thinking on your wedding day: He is your heavenly Father and your best Friend. (Heb. 12:9) You undoubtedly want that to continue to be true. You would never want anything to happen on that day or any other day that would hurt your Friend. (Ps. 25:14) When you consider everything that Jehovah has done and will do for you, would you not agree that he deserves honor at your wedding?​—Ps. 116:12.

HOW CAN YOU HONOR JEHOVAH?

 5. How can the Bible help couples to plan their wedding?


Your answer



5 The Bible does not provide a list of rules about Christian wedding ceremonies or any receptions that may follow. There is room for different circumstances, customs, and preferences. True worshippers also respect legal requirements provided by Caesar. (Matt. 22:21) Still, a wedding that is organized according to Bible principles will honor Jehovah and make him happy. So, what principles should you keep in mind?

 6. Why is it important for a couple to comply with legal requirements for marriage?


Your answer



6 Comply with legal requirements. (Rom. 13:1, 2) In most countries, a couple must satisfy certain legal requirements before getting married. The couple should find out what these are where they live. If you have questions on how to go about doing so, feel free to ask the elders for help.*

 7. What atmosphere is appropriate for a wedding?


Your answer



7 Create the right atmosphere. (1 Cor. 10:31, 32) Strive to have an atmosphere that reflects the fruitage of God’s spirit rather than the spirit of the world. (Gal. 5:19-26) In line with the Scriptural principle of headship, the groom is responsible for making sure that the wedding is a happy and dignified event. What can help to that end? A Bible-based wedding talk, delivered with love, warmth, and dignity, builds appreciation for God’s marital arrangement. All in attendance can benefit because the talk will help to underscore the seriousness of the occasion. Accordingly, most Christian couples choose to have the ceremony at a Kingdom Hall, if possible. If you wish to use a Kingdom Hall, you should submit a written request to the body of elders well in advance.

 8. What can help maintain a dignified atmosphere at a reception? (Romans 13:13)


Your answer



8 Read Romans 13:13. If you choose to have a wedding reception, how can you prevent it from reflecting the spirit of the world? The Greek word rendered “wild parties” referred to gatherings that included overdrinking and music that went late into the night. (See “wild parties” study note on Romans 13:13.) If you choose to serve alcoholic beverages, take precautions to ensure that no one drinks too much.* If there is music, keep the volume at a level that will allow your guests to enjoy conversation. Carefully review the genre of music as well as the lyrics so that no one will be stumbled.

 9. What should a couple keep in mind about speeches or other entertainment during their reception?


Your answer



9 Will you have short comments from others, slideshows, videos, or other types of entertainment at your reception? These can often add something special to the day. However, make sure that what is presented will be upbuilding. (Phil. 4:8) Ask yourself: ‘Will it show respect for others? Will it dignify the marriage arrangement?’ And more important, ask yourself: ‘Will it honor Jehovah?’ Although some humor may be fitting, avoid anything inappropriate, such as making sexually suggestive references. (Eph. 5:3) Ensure that family members and friends who will say a few words understand and respect your wishes.

10. Why should a couple be modest when planning their wedding? (1 John 2:15-17)


Your answer



10 Be modest. (Read 1 John 2:15-17.) Jehovah appreciates it when his worshippers seek to honor him rather than to bring improper attention to themselves. So modest Christians would avoid spending an excessive amount of money and making a “showy display.” How will you benefit by keeping your wedding simple? Perhaps it will turn out as it did for Mike, a brother from Norway. He says: “We stayed out of debt and were able to continue pioneering. Our wedding was simple but still beautiful and memorable.” Tabitha, a sister from India, says: “We avoided a lot of anxiety. By keeping our wedding simple, there was less to plan and to disagree over.”



[image: Collage: Brothers and sisters enjoying themselves at Christian weddings around the world. 1. A bride and groom sit before a brother who is giving their wedding talk at a Kingdom Hall. 2. A couple congratulate a bride and groom at an outdoor wedding reception. 3. A bride and groom get food at a buffet line with their guests. 4. A bride and groom stand before a brother who is giving their wedding talk outdoors.]

No matter where we live, a Christian wedding can be modest, beautiful, and memorable (See paragraphs 10-11)







11. How can a bride and groom show modesty by their dress and grooming? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



11 Have you decided what you will wear? No doubt you want to look your best. Even in Bible times, a bride and groom paid close attention to how they looked. (Isa. 61:10) Granted, what you wear to your wedding may be somewhat different from what you would wear on other occasions, but it should not be less modest. (1 Tim. 2:9) Do not let clothing​—or any other material thing—​become the most noteworthy feature of your wedding.​—1 Pet. 3:3, 4.

12. Why should a couple be sure to reject any unscriptural wedding customs that are common in their area?


Your answer



12 Reject unscriptural customs. (Rev. 18:4) Satan’s system has contaminated wedding traditions with pagan, spiritistic, and superstitious practices. Jehovah clearly warns us to stay far away from such unclean things. (2 Cor. 6:14-17) If there are some customs, or traditions, in your area that are questionable, consider their origin and any Bible principles that apply before deciding what to include in your wedding.

13. How can a couple imitate Jehovah’s view of receiving gifts?


Your answer



13 Is it customary where you live for guests to offer a gift to the married couple? The financial situation of some guests may affect the type of gift that they choose to give. Of course, Christians are encouraged to give, and it makes them happy to do so. (Prov. 11:25; Acts 20:35) However, we would not want to make our guests feel obligated to give; nor would we make them feel that a modest gift would not be appreciated. We imitate Jehovah, striving to have his view of gifts by letting others give according to their means and from the heart.​—2 Cor. 9:7.

AVOIDING AND OVERCOMING CHALLENGES

14. What challenges do some couples face?


Your answer



14 You may face challenges as you try to plan a wedding that brings honor to Jehovah. For example, you may find it difficult to plan a simple wedding. Charlie, who is from the Solomon Islands, says: “It was very hard to determine whom to invite to the reception. We have many friends, and in our culture, everyone expects to be invited!” Tabitha, mentioned earlier, says: “Where I live, large receptions are common. It took time for our parents to accept our decision to invite only about 100 people.” Sarah, from India, says: “Some people place a lot of value on social status. My cousins had a grand wedding, so I felt some pressure to have an even more luxurious one.” What can help you to overcome these and other challenges?

15. Why is prayer an important part of wedding planning?


Your answer



15 Make wedding planning a matter of prayer. You can tell Jehovah in prayer about any issue that you are facing or about your feelings. (Phil. 4:6, 7 and study note “in everything”) You can ask him to help you to make good decisions, to stay calm when you are feeling anxious, and to show courage when courage is needed. (1 Pet. 5:7) Your trust in Jehovah will grow as you see him act in your behalf. Tabitha, quoted earlier, says: “My fiancé and I were worried about having disagreements with each other and with our families. So every time we discussed wedding plans, we started with a prayer. We really felt Jehovah’s help and enjoyed a peaceful atmosphere.”

16-17. How can good communication help when planning a wedding?


Your answer



16 Communicate clearly and tactfully. (Prov. 15:22) As a couple, you will need to make many decisions about your wedding. This includes deciding on a date, a budget, an invitation list, and many other things. Before you make a decision, review your options together and discuss Bible principles that apply as well as any advice you get from mature, experienced Christians. When expressing your personal preferences, be kind, sensible, and flexible. If close family members​—such as your parents—​have reasonable requests, try to honor them. This is a special occasion for them too. If you cannot do as they recommend, explain your reasons tactfully. (Col. 4:6) Make it clear to family members that your main objective is to have a happy occasion that honors Jehovah.

17 Explaining your choices to your parents may be especially difficult if they are not in the truth, but you can succeed. “Our families wanted us to include various Hindu rituals,” says Santhosh, a brother in India. “It took my fiancée and me a long time to explain our decisions to them. We made some adjustments where we felt that we could do so without displeasing Jehovah. For example, we changed the menu at the reception to something that was appealing to them and decided not to include any singing or dancing because they were not accustomed to such things.”

18. What can help you to make sure the wedding day goes smoothly? (1 Corinthians 14:40) (See also picture.)


Your answer



18 Plan carefully. By being well-organized, you will likely feel less stress on your wedding day. (Read 1 Corinthians 14:40.) Wayne, from Taiwan, says: “A few days before our wedding, we had a small meeting with those who volunteered to help us with the event. We discussed our arrangements and rehearsed some portions of the wedding to ensure that it would go smoothly.” Out of respect for your guests, do your best to keep things on time.



[image: An engaged couple discussing their wedding arrangements with some friends who will be assisting them. The brother holds a tablet and shows the plans for the seating arrangement at the wedding reception.]

Good planning before a wedding can ensure that things go smoothly (See paragraph 18)







19. What can help you to stay in control of what takes place at your wedding reception?


Your answer



19 Many problems can be averted by your thinking ahead. (Prov. 22:3) For example, if you live in an area where it is common for uninvited guests to show up at a wedding reception, consider what you can do to prevent this from happening. Make sure that any relatives who are not in the truth know what they can expect, and explain your view of certain wedding customs. You could share with them the article “What Happens at a Wedding of Jehovah’s Witnesses?” found on jw.org. To help you stay in control of what takes place at your reception, consider having a mature brother serve as “the director of the feast.” (John 2:8) If you clearly communicate your wedding plans to him, he can help you to make sure that the wedding remains dignified and goes as planned.

20. What should a couple remember about their wedding?


Your answer



20 You may feel somewhat overwhelmed as you consider everything that is involved in planning your wedding. However, remember that your wedding is just one day. It is the first day of what can become a beautiful life together as servants of Jehovah. Do your best to keep your wedding simple and dignified. Trust in Jehovah. With his guidance, you will be able to organize a wedding that you will look back on with warm and happy memories and no regrets.​—Ps. 37:3, 4.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  Why should couples honor Jehovah on their wedding day?


Your answer





	  What can help a couple create a warm and dignified atmosphere on their wedding day?


Your answer





	  How can a couple benefit by keeping their wedding simple?


Your answer












SONG 107 The Divine Pattern of Love



^  EXPRESSION EXPLAINED: In many cultures, a wedding involves a ceremony in which a couple make their vows before God. A reception may follow. In cultures that have no formal wedding ceremony or reception, couples can still benefit from considering Bible principles for their wedding day.


^  For more information on a Christian’s view of legal requirements for marriage, see the article “Weddings That Are Honorable in the Sight of God and Man” in the October 15, 2006, issue of The Watchtower.


^  See on jw.org the video Should I Serve Alcohol?






^ (1 Cor. 14:40) But let all things take place decently and by arrangement.



^  (Prov. 5:18) May your own fountain* be blessed, And may you rejoice with the wife of your youth,

Or “water source.”


^  (Song of Sol. 3:11) “Go out, O daughters of Zion, Gaze at King Solʹo·mon Wearing the wedding crown* his mother made for him On the day of his marriage, On the day of his heart’s rejoicing.”

Or “the wreath; the garland.”


^  (Gen. 1:28) Further, God blessed them, and God said to them: “Be fruitful and become many, fill the earth and subdue it, and have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and every living creature that is moving on the earth.”



^  (Gen. 2:24) That is why a man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to* his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Or “remain with.”


^  (Heb. 12:9) Furthermore, our human fathers* used to discipline us, and we gave them respect. Should we not more readily submit ourselves to the Father of our spiritual life and live?

Lit., “the fathers of our flesh.”


^  (Ps. 25:14) Close friendship with Jehovah belongs to those who fear him, And he makes his covenant known to them.



^  (Ps. 116:12) With what will I repay Jehovah For all the good he has done for me?



^  (Matt. 22:21) They said: “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them: “Pay back, therefore, Caesar’s things to Caesar, but God’s things to God.”



^  (Rom. 13:1, 2) Let every person be in subjection to the superior authorities, for there is no authority except by God; the existing authorities stand placed in their relative positions by God. 2 Therefore, whoever opposes* the authority has taken a stand against the arrangement of God; those who have taken a stand against it will bring judgment against themselves.

Or “resists.”


^  (1 Cor. 10:31, 32) Therefore, whether you are eating or drinking or doing anything else, do all things for God’s glory. 32 Keep from becoming causes for stumbling to Jews as well as Greeks and to the congregation of God,



^  (Gal. 5:19-26) Now the works of the flesh are plainly seen, and they are sexual immorality, uncleanness, brazen conduct, 20 idolatry, spiritism, hostility, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, dissensions, divisions, sects, 21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and things like these. I am forewarning you about these things, the same way I already warned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit God’s Kingdom. 22 On the other hand, the fruitage of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 23 mildness, self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Moreover, those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed to the stake the flesh together with its passions and desires. 25 If we are living by spirit, let us also go on walking orderly by spirit. 26 Let us not become egotistical, stirring up competition with one another, envying one another.



^ (Rom. 13:13) Let us walk decently as in the daytime, not in wild parties and drunkenness, not in immoral intercourse and brazen conduct, not in strife and jealousy.



^  (Rom. 13:13) Let us walk decently as in the daytime, not in wild parties and drunkenness, not in immoral intercourse and brazen conduct, not in strife and jealousy.



^  (Rom. 13:13) Let us walk decently as in the daytime, not in wild parties and drunkenness, not in immoral intercourse and brazen conduct, not in strife and jealousy.



^  (Phil. 4:8) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^  (Eph. 5:3) Let sexual immorality and every sort of uncleanness or greediness not even be mentioned among you, just as is proper for holy people;



^ (1 John 2:15-17) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world. 17 Furthermore, the world is passing away and so is its desire, but the one who does the will of God remains forever.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^  (1 John 2:15-17) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world. 17 Furthermore, the world is passing away and so is its desire, but the one who does the will of God remains forever.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^  (Isa. 61:10) I will greatly exult in Jehovah. My whole being* will rejoice in my God. For he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; He has wrapped me with the robe* of righteousness, Just like a bridegroom who wears a turban like that of a priest, And like a bride who adorns herself with her ornaments.

Or “My soul.”
Or “sleeveless coat.”


^  (1 Tim. 2:9) Likewise, the women should adorn themselves in appropriate dress, with modesty and soundness of mind, not with styles of hair braiding and gold or pearls or very expensive clothing,



^  (1 Pet. 3:3, 4) Do not let your adornment be external—the braiding of hair and the wearing of gold ornaments or fine clothing— 4 but let it be the secret person of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of God.



^  (Rev. 18:4) And I heard another voice out of heaven say: “Get out of her, my people, if you do not want to share with her in her sins, and if you do not want to receive part of her plagues.



^  (2 Cor. 6:14-17) Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what fellowship do righteousness and lawlessness have? Or what sharing does light have with darkness? 15 Further, what harmony is there between Christ and Beʹli·al? Or what does a believer share in common with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement does God’s temple have with idols? For we are a temple of a living God; just as God said: “I will reside among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 17 “‘Therefore, get out from among them, and separate yourselves,’ says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the unclean thing’”; “‘and I will take you in.’”



^  (Prov. 11:25) The generous person* will prosper,* And whoever refreshes* others will himself be refreshed.

Or “soul.”
Lit., “will be made fat.”
Lit., “freely waters.”


^  (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^  (2 Cor. 9:7) Let each one do just as he has resolved in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.



^  (Phil. 4:6, 7) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.



^  (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^  (Prov. 15:22) Plans fail when there is no consultation,* But there is accomplishment through many advisers.*

Or “confidential talk.”
Or “counselors.”


^  (Col. 4:6) Let your words always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should answer each person.



^ (1 Cor. 14:40) But let all things take place decently and by arrangement.



^  (1 Cor. 14:40) But let all things take place decently and by arrangement.



^  (Prov. 22:3) The shrewd one sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.*

Or “penalty.”


^  (John 2:8) Then he said to them: “Now draw some out and take it to the director of the feast.” So they took it.



^  (Ps. 37:3, 4) Trust in Jehovah and do what is good; Reside in the earth,* and act with faithfulness.  4 Find exquisite delight* in Jehovah, And he will grant you the desires of your heart.

Or “land.”
Or “Find your greatest joy.”









[image: Collage: Elderly brothers and sisters enjoying their service to Jehovah. 1. A brother smiles as he confidently looks ahead. 2. A sister in a wheelchair offers a tract to a health-care worker. 3. A sister comments at a meeting. 4. A sister holds on to a younger brother’s arm as they work together in the field ministry. 5. A brother spends time with two young children and their mother at the Kingdom Hall.]



Older Ones​—You Are an Asset to the Congregation


“Looking back, I’m amazed at what I was once able to accomplish. Now age has slowed me down.”​—Connie, 83 years old.




Perhaps you too have slowed down as a result of the effects of growing older. Despite having served Jehovah faithfully for many years, you might think negatively about yourself because of your present limitations. For example, you might tend to compare what you are doing today with what you did in the past. If so, what can you do to cope with such thinking?

WHAT JEHOVAH EXPECTS OF YOU

Ask yourself, ‘What does Jehovah expect of me?’ You can find comfort in the words of Deuteronomy 6:5, which says: “You must love Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your strength.”

According to that verse, Jehovah expects you to serve him with all your heart, soul, and strength. That fact can help you to avoid comparing yourself with others​—or comparing what you can do now with what you were able to do in the past.

Consider this: When you were younger, what were you giving to Jehovah? Most of Jehovah’s people would say that they were giving him their best. For you, that was your best according to your circumstances then. What are you presently able to give to Jehovah? It is likely your best according to your circumstances today, what you can do at present. If you view matters in that light, you can conclude that you are giving Jehovah the same as you were in the past. You were giving him your best then, and you are giving him your best now.



[image: Collage: A sister serving Jehovah faithfully for many years. 1. Decades ago, the young sister speaks with a woman in the house-to-house ministry. 2. The sister, now elderly, participates in telephone witnessing with a younger sister.]

You gave Jehovah your best when you were younger, and you are giving your best in your older years





YOU CAN GREATLY BENEFIT OTHERS

Here is another aspect of the matter: Rather than view your age as a limitation, you can try to look at it as an opportunity. Indeed, as an older Christian, you can do some things now that you could not do when you were younger. For example, you can do the following:

Share your experience with others. Consider the following expressions recorded in the Bible:

King David: “I was once young and now I am old, but I have not seen anyone righteous abandoned, nor his children looking for bread.”​—Ps. 37:25.

Joshua: “Now look! I am about to die, and you well know with all your heart and with all your soul that not one word out of all the good promises that Jehovah your God has spoken to you has failed. They have all come true for you. Not one word of them has failed.”​—Josh. 23:14.

Perhaps you have made similar expressions. David and Joshua each spoke from personal experience. Because these faithful servants of Jehovah were expressing what they had seen and heard over long decades of observation, their expressions could carry more weight.

If you have been serving Jehovah for a long time, you too can speak from experience about the rewards of doing so. Do you have a cherished memory of a time when you saw Jehovah’s blessing on his people? Well, feel free to tell others about it! That can have a refreshing effect, as you may have experienced. Accordingly, when others hear your experiences about serving Jehovah, you can be a vital source of encouragement to them.​—Rom. 1:11, 12.

Another way you can encourage others is by attending congregation meetings in person to the extent that you are able. There you can benefit fellow believers and yourself. Connie, quoted earlier, says: “Attending meetings keeps me from getting discouraged. With all the love I receive at the Kingdom Hall, how could I become downhearted? I try to show my appreciation to others by giving them little gifts. And I make sure to continue to have a share in spiritual activities, along with my brothers and sisters.”

JEHOVAH VALUES YOUR FAITHFUL SERVICE

The Scriptures are filled with examples of people who were limited by their circumstances but who were loved by Jehovah. Consider Simeon, an elderly Israelite who was alive when Jesus was born. During Simeon’s visits to the temple, he would likely have seen younger men caring for the essential work there. But what about Simeon himself? From a human standpoint, he could have thought that in his old age he had little value in Jehovah’s eyes. But Jehovah saw things differently. He saw Simeon as “righteous and devout” and blessed him with the privilege of seeing the infant Jesus. Jehovah even used Simeon to deliver a prophecy about this future Messiah! (Luke 2:25-35) Clearly, Jehovah looked past Simeon’s elderly body and saw a man with strong faith, “and holy spirit was upon him.”



[image: Joseph and Mary joyfully showing Simeon the infant Jesus.]

Jehovah blessed Simeon with the privilege of seeing the infant Jesus and prophesying about him as the future Messiah





You too can be assured that Jehovah values your faithful service to him despite any limitations that you may have. In his eyes, a sacrifice is “especially acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what a person does not have.”​—2 Cor. 8:12.

With that in mind, focus on what you can do. For example, in which forms of the ministry can you still participate​—even if it is for short periods of time? Might you be able to help others by means of a brief phone call or a card? Simple acts of love can have a powerful effect on your fellow believers, especially when these acts come from a longtime servant of Jehovah.

Some have physical limitations. Note an experience from East Africa in the accompanying box “It Meant Her Life.”

Bear in mind that your record of faith and loyalty can encourage others. You are a living example of endurance, and you can be assured that “God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.”​—Heb. 6:10.

STAY AS ACTIVE AS YOU CAN

Studies indicate that many elderly men and women who are involved in helping others have better health, sharper thinking, and a longer life.

Of course, doing good works will not remove all the effects of aging. Only God’s Kingdom will accomplish that by reversing the real cause of aging and death​—our sinful condition.​—Rom. 5:12.

Still, the service you render to Jehovah​—which includes helping others come to know him—​keeps your hope strong and may even benefit your health. Older ones, please know that Jehovah values what you do in his service and that the congregation treasures your example of faith.



[image: An older sister participating in cart witnessing. She shares a scripture with a young woman who has tears streaming down her face.]



It Meant Her Life


A young woman was passing by our literature cart. After greeting the woman, the elderly sister at the cart asked if she could share an encouraging scripture. The sister read Jeremiah 29:11, which states that Jehovah has thoughts of peace and not of calamity. The sister asked, “Do you notice what kind of future God wants for you?”

The young woman was visibly touched. Eyes filled with tears, she answered: “He wants me to have a future of peace and hope. Thank you so much for that verse. I believe that this was the answer to my prayer. I have been dealing with so many trials lately, one after another. Things have been so difficult that I was thinking of taking my own life. This morning, I prayed to God to show me a sign that he still cares about me, and then you​—a complete stranger—​stop me and read me a verse that shows exactly what God’s thoughts are for me. This is no coincidence.”

The sister showed the woman several articles on jw.org that can help her use the Bible to deal with suicidal thoughts. The sister then explained how the Bible study course works and invited her to our meetings. The following week, the woman attended the weekend meeting and has now begun studying in the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure.

Whatever your age, can you share in cart witnessing?









^ (Deut. 6:5) You must love Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul* and all your strength.*

See Glossary.
Or “vital force; resources.”


^ (Ps. 37:25) I was once young and now I am old, But I have not seen anyone righteous abandoned, Nor his children looking for bread.*

Or “food.”


^ (Josh. 23:14) “Now look! I am about to die,* and you well know with all your heart and with all your soul* that not one word out of all the good promises that Jehovah your God has spoken to you has failed. They have all come true for you. Not one word of them has failed.

Lit., “I am going today in the way of all the earth.”
See Glossary.


^ (Rom. 1:11, 12) For I am longing to see you, that I may impart some spiritual gift to you for you to be made firm; 12 or, rather, that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.



^ (Luke 2:25-35) And look! there was a man in Jerusalem named Simʹe·on, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for Israel’s consolation, and holy spirit was upon him. 26 Furthermore, it had been divinely revealed to him by the holy spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Christ of Jehovah. 27 Under the power of the spirit, he now came into the temple, and as the parents brought the young child Jesus in to do for him according to the customary practice of the Law, 28 he took the child into his arms and praised God and said: 29 “Now, Sovereign Lord, you are letting your slave go in peace according to your declaration, 30 because my eyes have seen your means of salvation* 31 that you have prepared in the sight of all the peoples, 32 a light for removing the veil from the nations and a glory of your people Israel.” 33 And the child’s father and mother continued wondering at the things being spoken about him. 34 Also, Simʹe·on blessed them and said to Mary, the child’s mother: “Look! This child is appointed for the falling and the rising again of many in Israel and for a sign to be spoken against 35 (yes, a long sword will be run through you), in order that the reasonings of many hearts may be revealed.”

Or “the way you will bring salvation; the salvation by you.”


^ (2 Cor. 8:12) For if the readiness is there first, it is especially acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what a person does not have.



^ (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.



^ (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^ (Jer. 29:11) “‘For I well know the thoughts that I am thinking toward you,’ declares Jehovah, ‘thoughts of peace, and not of calamity, to give you a future and a hope.








Do You Remember?



Have you carefully read this year’s issues of The Watchtower? Well, see if you can answer the following questions:

What motivates us to give Jehovah glory?

We do so because we deeply respect Jehovah and dearly love him. We also glorify him because we want others to know him.​—w25.01, p. 3.

If someone offends us, how can we be more forgiving?

We do not simply ignore our feelings; yet, letting go of anger and resentment can help us to avoid being damaged by bitterness.​—w25.02, pp. 15-16.

Why is the disciple Mark a good example for young brothers?

Mark willingly accepted an assignment to serve. Even though he was likely hurt and disappointed over a situation, Mark did not quit. He cultivated his relationship with Paul and other mature ones.​—w25.04, p. 27.

What did Jesus mean when he prayed: “I have made your name known to them”? (John 17:26)

His disciples already knew God’s name. But Jesus made known to them the Person behind the name, including His purposes, activities, and qualities.​—w25.05, pp. 20-21.

If we are modest, what do we recognize?

We recognize that we do not know some things. For example, we do not know when the end will come or how Jehovah may act at that time. Nor do we know what will happen tomorrow or how well Jehovah knows us.​—w25.06, pp. 15-18.

What can help us benefit from an article or a public talk?

We can ask ourselves: ‘What evidence is being used to convince the audience? Is there an effective illustration that I can use when teaching? Who might be interested in this topic?’​—w25.07, p. 19.

What can we learn about God’s forgiveness from how he dealt with David?

Though David committed grave sins, when he sincerely repented, Jehovah forgave him. (1 Ki. 9:4, 5) Once God forgives, he does not hold a past error against the sinner or bring it up in the future.​—w25.08, p. 17.

If a Bible student struggles with a point, what can you do?

If he still struggles with a point after you have tried to teach it well from the Bible, move past it and plan to return to it later.​—w25.09, p. 24.

The Bible says that sin has “deceptive power.” (Heb. 3:13) How so?

Sin can entice us to commit wrong acts. It can also deceive us into having persistent doubts, such as whether God really loves us.​—w25.10, p. 16.

What are three things that can make our personal prayers more meaningful?

(1) We can reflect on Jehovah’s qualities. (2) We can think about what we are dealing with and mention it, such as our need to forgive someone. (3) We can linger in prayer. This will more likely allow us to express our inner thoughts.​—w25.10, pp. 19-20.

How can we help older ones?

We can visit or call those who are older. We may also be able to accompany them to medical appointments. Or we can work with older ones in different forms of the ministry.​—w25.11, pp. 6-7.

What are key aspects of an honorable Christian wedding?

Comply with any relevant legal requirements. Ensure that the atmosphere of the ceremony and reception reflects the fruitage of God’s spirit. Be modest in your attire, and be sure to avoid unscriptural customs. Communicate well while planning the wedding.​—w25.12, pp. 21-24.







^ (John 17:26) I have made your name known to them and will make it known, so that the love with which you loved me may be in them and I in union with them.”



^ (1 Ki. 9:4, 5) And you, if you walk before me as your father David walked, with integrity of heart and with uprightness, by doing everything I have commanded you, and you obey my regulations and my judgments, 5 then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, just as I promised your father David, saying, ‘There will never fail to be a man of your line sitting on the throne of Israel.’



^ (Heb. 3:13) but keep on encouraging one another each day, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you should become hardened by the deceptive power of sin.








STUDY PROJECT

Build Trust in Jehovah’s Saving Power



Read Numbers 13:25–14:4 to see how the Israelites lacked trust in Jehovah.

Analyze the context. Why should the Israelites have had confidence in Jehovah’s ability to save them as they left Egypt? (Ps. 78:12-16, 43-53) What led to their losing trust in Jehovah? (Deut. 1:26-28) What kind of trust in Jehovah did Joshua and Caleb manifest?​—Num. 14:6-9.

Dig deeper. What could the Israelites have done to increase their confidence in Jehovah? (Ps. 9:10; 22:4; 78:11) What is the connection between trusting in Jehovah and respecting him?​—Num. 14:11.

Identify the lessons. Ask yourself:

	  ‘What situations could test my complete trust in Jehovah?’



	  ‘How can I strengthen my confidence in Jehovah now and in the future?’



	  ‘What confidence do I have as the great tribulation approaches?’​—Luke 21:25-28.











^ (Num. 13:25-14:4) At the end of 40 days, they returned from spying out the land. 26 So they came back to Moses and Aaron and all the assembly of the Israelites in the wilderness of Paʹran, at Kaʹdesh. They brought back a report to all the assembly and showed them the fruitage of the land. 27 This is what they reported to Moses: “We entered the land into which you sent us, and it is indeed flowing with milk and honey, and this is its fruitage. 28 Nevertheless, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the fortified cities are very great. We also saw the Anʹa·kim there. 29 The A·malʹek·ites are dwelling in the land of the Negʹeb, and the Hitʹtites, the Jebʹu·sites, and the Amʹor·ites are dwelling in the mountainous region, and the Caʹnaan·ites are dwelling by the sea and along the Jordan.” 30 Then Caʹleb tried to calm the people as they stood before Moses by saying: “Let us go up immediately, and we are sure to take possession of it, because we can surely conquer it.” 31 But the men who went up with him said: “We are not able to go up against the people, because they are stronger than we are.” 32 And they kept on giving the Israelites a bad report about the land that they had spied out, saying: “The land that we passed through to spy out is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of extraordinary size. 33 And there we saw the Nephʹi·lim, the sons of Aʹnak, who are from* the Nephʹi·lim, and in comparison we seemed like grasshoppers, both to us and to them.” 
14 Then all the assembly raised their voice, and the people continued crying out and weeping all through that night. 2 All the Israelites began to murmur against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly spoke against them, saying: “If only we had died in the land of Egypt, or if only we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is Jehovah bringing us to this land to fall by the sword? Our wives and children will become plunder. Is it not better for us to return to Egypt?” 4 They were even saying to one another: “Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt!”

Or “descendants of.”


^ (Ps. 78:12-16) He did marvelous things in the sight of their forefathers, In the land of Egypt, the region of Zoʹan. 13 He split the sea to let them pass through, And he made the waters stand up like a dam.* 14 He led them with a cloud by day And the whole night with the light of a fire. 15 He split rocks in the wilderness, He let them drink their fill as if from deep waters. 16 He brought streams out of a crag And caused waters to flow down like rivers.

Or “wall.”


^ (Ps. 78:43-53) How he displayed his signs in Egypt And his miracles in the region of Zoʹan, 44 And how he turned the Nile canals into blood So that they could not drink from their streams. 45 He sent swarms of gadflies to devour them And frogs to bring them to ruin. 46 He gave their crops to the voracious locusts, The fruit of their labor to the swarming locusts. 47 He destroyed their vines with hail And their sycamore trees with hailstones. 48 He gave their beasts of burden over to the hail And their livestock to the lightning bolts.* 49 He inflicted his burning anger on them, Fury and indignation and distress, Companies of angels bringing calamity. 50 He cleared a pathway for his anger. He did not spare them* from death; And he gave them* over to pestilence. 51 Finally he struck down all the firstborn of Egypt, The beginning of their procreative power in the tents of Ham. 52 Then he brought his people out like a flock And guided them like a drove in the wilderness. 53 He led them in security, And they felt no fear; The sea covered their enemies.

Or possibly, “the burning fever.”
Or “their soul.”
Lit., “their life.”


^ (Deut. 1:26-28) But you refused to go up, and you rebelled against the order of Jehovah your God. 27 You kept grumbling in your tents and were saying, ‘It was because Jehovah hated us that he brought us out of the land of Egypt to hand us over to the Amʹor·ites to annihilate us. 28 What kind of place are we going to? Our brothers made us lose heart* by saying, “They are a people greater and taller than we are, and their cities are great and fortified to the heavens,* and we saw the sons of the Anʹa·kim there.”’

Lit., “caused our heart to melt.”
That is, with towering walls.


^ (Num. 14:6-9) Joshua the son of Nun and Caʹleb the son of Je·phunʹneh, who were among those who spied out the land, ripped their garments apart, 7 and they said this to all the assembly of the Israelites: “The land that we passed through to spy out is a very, very good land. 8 If Jehovah is pleased with us, he will certainly bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that is flowing with milk and honey. 9 But you must not rebel against Jehovah, and you must not fear the people of the land, for we will devour them.* Their protection has been removed from them, and Jehovah is with us. Do not fear them.”

Lit., “for they are bread to us.”


^ (Ps. 9:10) Those knowing your name will trust in you; You will never abandon those seeking you, O Jehovah.



^ (Ps. 22:4) In you our fathers put their trust; They trusted, and you kept rescuing them.



^ (Ps. 78:11) They also forgot what he had done, His wonderful works that he showed them.



^ (Num. 14:11) Then Jehovah said to Moses: “How much longer will this people treat me without respect, and how much longer will they not put faith in me in spite of all the signs that I performed among them?



^ (Luke 21:25-28) “Also, there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and on the earth anguish of nations not knowing the way out because of the roaring of the sea and its agitation. 26 People will become faint out of fear and expectation of the things coming upon the inhabited earth, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 But as these things start to occur, stand up straight and lift up your heads, because your deliverance is getting near.”
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^ ***sjj song 129 We Will Keep Enduring***
SONG 129
We Will Keep Enduring
(Matthew 24:13)
1. How can we endure
When trials come, as Jesus said?
Through his pain he saw
The joy of better things ahead.
God’s promise, God’s justice,
Were thoughts on which he fed.
(CHORUS)
We need to have endurance.
Our faith we must defend.
His love is our assurance.
So we will keep enduring to the end.
2. Though the passing years
May bring us sorrow, bring us pain;
There beyond the tears,
We see the life that we can gain.
To be there, feel free there,
Determined we remain.
(CHORUS)
We need to have endurance.
Our faith we must defend.
His love is our assurance.
So we will keep enduring to the end.
3. We will not give up
Nor see the need for doubt or fear.
Faithfully we’ll serve
Until Jehovah’s day is here.
Let’s keep on enduring.
That time is very near.
(CHORUS)
We need to have endurance.
Our faith we must defend.
His love is our assurance.
So we will keep enduring to the end.
(See also Acts 20:19, 20; Jas. 1:12; 1 Pet. 4:12-14.)



^ ***sjj song 156 With Eyes of Faith***
SONG 156
With Eyes of Faith
(Psalm 27:13)
1. Why should I fear the lion?
Why should I fear any foe?
With Jehovah by my side,
I will not run and hide.
My God is with me; this I know.
(CHORUS)
With eyes of faith,
I see beyond the darkness.
With eyes of faith,
there’s nothing more to fear.
With Jehovah, I am strong,
Determined to go on,
Knowing that my God
is always near—
With eyes of faith.
2. Those faithful ones before us
Lived their lives in loyalty.
By their faith they endured.
Their future is assured.
They’ll stand again for all to see.
(CHORUS)
With eyes of faith,
I see beyond the darkness.
With eyes of faith,
there’s nothing more to fear.
With Jehovah, I am strong,
Determined to go on,
Knowing that my God
is always near—
With eyes of faith.
(BRIDGE)
With eyes of faith,
I can move a mountain.
With eyes of faith,
my hope is sure.
Where would I be
Without the faith
that helps me see
Beyond the trials I endure?
3. I see the wondrous future
God has in store for me.
I need to be strong.
I know it won’t be long
Till Jehovah claims his victory.
(CHORUS)
With eyes of faith,
I see beyond the darkness.
With eyes of faith,
there’s nothing more to fear.
With Jehovah, I am strong,
Determined to go on,
Knowing that my God
is always near—
With eyes of faith,
With eyes of faith.
(See also Heb. 11:1-40.)









^ ***sjj song 44 A Prayer of the Lowly One***
SONG 44
A Prayer of the Lowly One
(Psalm 4:1)
1. Jehovah God, I call to you and ask you:
“Hear my prayer.”
My wounds are deep and slow to heal;
my load is hard to bear.
Despondent thoughts and disappointed hopes
have left me weak.
O God of comfort, care for me;
your favor I do seek.
(CHORUS)
Do raise me up; help me endure.
When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.
From deep despair, I turn to you.
Jehovah God, my strength renew.
2. Your Word has been my comfort and
a refuge when I’m weak,
Expressing feelings dear to me
in words I cannot speak.
Please build in me the faith and trust
that your Word does impart.
And help me always know your love
is greater than my heart.
(CHORUS)
Do raise me up; help me endure.
When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.
From deep despair, I turn to you.
Jehovah God, my strength renew.
(See also Ps. 42:6; 119:28; Rom. 8:26; 2 Cor. 4:16; 1 John 3:20.)



^ ***sjj song 125 “Happy Are the Merciful!”***
SONG 125
“Happy Are the Merciful!”
(Matthew 5:7)
1. Our happy God is merciful,
His mercy not just dutiful.
He takes delight in kindly deeds
And freely grants our daily needs.
Repentant ones can be assured
Their plea for mercy will be heard.
Remembering that we are dust,
He’s merciful and kind and just.
2. When we have sinned and feel distressed,
When God’s forgiveness we request,
Our Lord, Christ Jesus, showed the way
To ask for mercy when we pray:
“Forgive our debts, we beg of you,
As we forgive our debtors too.”
We then can let resentment go,
And peace of mind and heart we’ll know.
3. When gifts of mercy we bestow,
The giving spirit we should show.
We give without desiring praise,
Content with joy our gift conveys.
Then God, who sees all things we do,
Will be the One repaying you.
Yes, happy are the merciful,
In God’s eyes they are beautiful.
(See also Matt. 6:2-4, 12-14.)









^ ***sjj song 48 Daily Walking With Jehovah***
SONG 48
Daily Walking With Jehovah
(Micah 6:8)
1. Hand in hand with our dear Father,
We would humbly walk with him each day.
Oh, how undeserved his kindness
That he grants to those who seek his way!
By his love God made provision;
We may freely take his hand.
So we make our dedication;
With Jehovah we take our stand.
2. In this day of Satan’s anger,
As the end is drawing ever near,
We are faced with opposition
That could make us turn away in fear.
But Jehovah gives protection;
Close to him we want to stay,
That we might forever serve him.
Love him loyally, never stray.
3. Help for us God has provided
Through his spirit and his written Word,
Through the Christian congregation,
Through assurance that our prayer is heard.
As we’re walking with Jehovah,
He will help us do what’s right.
He will help us to be loyal
And walk modestly in his sight.
(See also Gen. 5:24; 6:9; 1 Ki. 2:3, 4.)



^ ***sjj song 159 Give Jehovah Glory***
SONG 159
Give Jehovah Glory
(Psalm 96:8)
1. Who is like you, O Jehovah,
High on your heavenly throne?
How could I ever repay you
For all of the love you have shown?
When I look up to the heavens,
Power and glory I see.
Who then am I, O Jehovah,
That you would show favor to me?
(CHORUS)
Jehovah God, please hear the song I sing.
It’s a song of praise to you.
You are my God and the Eternal King,
So I give you what is due;
All the glory goes to you.
2. My life is yours, O Jehovah.
May all I do bring you praise.
Gladly I’ll speak of your goodness
And tell of your glorious ways.
Serving you, Great God, Jehovah,
Fills me with honor and pride.
You are my strength and my glory.
Forever may you be my Guide.
(CHORUS)
Jehovah God, please hear the song I sing.
It’s a song of praise to you.
You are my God and the Eternal King,
So I give you what is due;
All the glory goes to you.
3. Oceans and valleys below me,
Sun, moon, and stars up above
Fill me with joy and with wonder
And show me your unending love.
Majesty, wisdom, and beauty:
These are the things that I see.
How could I not give you glory
For making it all come to be?
(CHORUS)
Jehovah God, please hear the song I sing.
It’s a song of praise to you.
You are my God and the Eternal King,
So I give you what is due;
All the glory goes to you.
(See also Ps. 96:1-10; 148:3, 7.)









^ ***sjj song 132 Now We Are One***
SONG 132
Now We Are One
(Genesis 2:23, 24)
1. This is at last bone of my bone,
Flesh of my flesh; now I’m not alone.
God has provided a partner,
Someone to call my own.
Now we are one; now there can be
Blessings to share for you and for me.
As man and woman together,
We are a family.
Ev’ry day we’ll serve our God above.
As he shows the way,
Unfailing love we’ll display.
As we have vowed, so may it be.
Seasons of joy, may we come to see.
Oh, may we honor Jehovah,
And may you always be my love.
(See also Gen. 29:18; Eccl. 4:9, 10; 1 Cor. 13:8.)



^ ***nwtsty Romans 13:13***
13 Let us walk decently as in the daytime, not in wild parties and drunkenness, not in immoral intercourse and brazen conduct, not in strife and jealousy.



^ ***nwtsty Philippians 4:6***
6 Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God;



^ ***ijwfq article 62 What Happens at a Wedding of Jehovah’s Witnesses?***
What Happens at a Wedding of Jehovah’s Witnesses?
Weddings of Jehovah’s Witnesses often consist of a simple and dignified ceremony that features a brief talk based on the Bible. The ceremony may be followed by a social gathering, or reception, which may include a meal. Jesus attended such a feast in the city of Cana early in his ministry.—John 2:1-11.
How does the wedding ceremony proceed?
Where are weddings of Jehovah’s Witnesses held?
Who can attend?
Is there a dress code?
Will there be wedding gifts?
Will there be a toast?
Will rice or confetti be thrown?
Will there be food and drink?
Will there be music or dancing?
Do Jehovah’s Witnesses celebrate wedding anniversaries?
How does the wedding ceremony proceed?
The main feature is the wedding talk, which is about 30 minutes long and delivered by a minister of Jehovah’s Witnesses. The warm and upbuilding discussion emphasizes how the Bible can help the couple have a lasting, loving, and happy marriage.—Ephesians 5:33.
In many countries, the government authorizes ministers of Jehovah’s Witnesses to solemnize marriages. In that case, toward the end of the talk, the couple exchange vows. They might also exchange rings. The minister then pronounces them husband and wife.
In other countries, the law requires that a couple marry at a government office. The couple do this shortly before the wedding talk. If the bride and groom did not exchange vows at the civil marriage, they may do so toward the end of the talk. If they did exchange vows, they may choose to repeat them, doing so in the past tense. The talk concludes with a prayer asking God to bless the newly married couple. 
Where are weddings of Jehovah’s Witnesses held?
Many Witnesses choose to have their wedding ceremony in a Kingdom Hall if one is available. If the couple have a reception afterward, they choose another location for that.
Who can attend?
If the wedding is held at a Kingdom Hall, it is usually open to anyone to attend—both Witnesses and non-Witnesses. If the couple have a reception, they choose whom they will invite.
Is there a dress code?
While weddings at a Kingdom Hall have no specific dress code, Jehovah’s Witnesses strive to follow the Bible’s direction to dress modestly and respectfully. They appreciate it when others do the same. (1 Timothy 2:9) Of course, the same principles apply to the reception, if the couple choose to have one.
Will there be wedding gifts?
The Bible encourages generosity. (Psalm 37:21) Jehovah’s Witnesses are happy to give and receive wedding gifts. (Luke 6:38) However, Witnesses avoid soliciting gifts or publicly announcing the names of the givers. (Matthew 6:3, 4; 2 Corinthians 9:7; 1 Peter 3:8) Besides being unscriptural, such practices can make those in attendance feel uncomfortable.
Will there be a toast?
The Bible does not prohibit toasting or clinking glasses, but some couples may ask guests not to offer toasts in order to avoid stumbling others.—Romans 14:21.
Will rice or confetti be thrown?
No. In some places, people throw rice, confetti, or something similar on the newly married couple. They believe that this will bring the couple good luck, happiness, and a long life. But Jehovah’s Witnesses avoid practices connected with superstition. This includes invoking good luck, which conflicts with Bible principles.—Isaiah 65:11.
Will there be food and drink?
The wedding ceremony at a Kingdom Hall does not include food or drink. Some couples choose to have a reception afterward where a meal or refreshments may be served. (Ecclesiastes 9:7) If they decide to serve alcohol, they ensure that it will be made available in a moderate quantity and only to those who are of legal age to drink.—Luke 21:34; Romans 13:1, 13.
Will there be music or dancing?
If the couple have a reception, they may choose to include music and dancing. (Ecclesiastes 3:4) The selection of music will reflect good taste, yet vary according to personal preference and culture. The wedding ceremony at a Kingdom Hall often includes music with themes based on the Scriptures.
Do Jehovah’s Witnesses celebrate wedding anniversaries?
Because Bible principles neither approve nor forbid wedding anniversaries, Witness couples decide for themselves whether or not to celebrate their anniversary. If they choose to do so, they might celebrate it privately or with friends and family.
[Footnotes]
Specific customs, practices, and legal requirements may vary according to location.
The minister giving the talk does not charge a fee for the wedding ceremony, and there is no charge for the use of the Kingdom Hall.
​​​​​​​​​



^ ***sjj song 107 The Divine Pattern of Love***
SONG 107
The Divine Pattern of Love
(1 John 4:19)
1. The pattern of love, we learn from Jehovah
Shows the way, guides our way.
In all he has done, his dealings have shown us
How to display his loving way.
He gave us his Son, his dearest possession
To cover our sin, forgiving transgression.
What proof of his love​—its greatest expression!
His way is love, Yes, God’s way is love.
2. When we walk his way, our love for each other
Will be true, warm and true,
Will move us to care for all of our brothers,
Old ones and new, not just a few.
True love for our God and love for our brother,
We can’t have the one and not have the other.
The faults of our friends, we readily cover,
Proving our love, Our brotherly love.
3. The pattern of love, the bond that unites us
Lets us be family.
Our Father above now warmly invites us:
“Come taste and see real unity.”
Come share in the love and joy that define us;
God’s spirit and Word, he gives to refine us.
Our brothers and friends are here to remind us,
God’s way is love. Jehovah is love.
(See also Rom. 12:10; Eph. 4:3; 2 Pet. 1:7.)



^ ***w06 10/15 pp. 18-23 Weddings That Are Honorable in the Sight of God and Man***
Weddings That Are Honorable in the Sight of God and Man
“A marriage feast took place in Cana . . . Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the marriage feast.”​—JOHN 2:1, 2.
JESUS, his mother, and some of his disciples knew the joy that an honorable wedding among God’s people can bring. Christ even made one wedding outstanding by performing his first recorded miracle there, adding to the pleasure of that event. (John 2:1-11) You may have attended and enjoyed weddings of Christians who want to serve Jehovah as happily married people. Or you may look forward to having such a wedding yourself or to helping a friend to make his or her wedding a success. What can contribute to that outcome?
2 Christians have found that the advice in God’s inspired Word is very helpful when a man and a woman plan to get married. (2 Timothy 3:16, 17) Granted, the Bible does not outline exact procedures for a Christian wedding. That is understandable because customs and even legal requirements vary according to location and era. For example, in ancient Israel there was no formal wedding ceremony. On the wedding day, the bridegroom brought his bride to his own home or to his father’s. (Genesis 24:67; Isaiah 61:10; Matthew 1:24) This public step constituted the wedding, without the formal ceremony common in many weddings today.
3 The Israelites recognized that step as constituting the marriage or wedding. Thereafter, they might share in a celebratory feast, such as that mentioned at John 2:1. Many Bible versions render that verse something like this: “There was a wedding in Cana.” But the original-language word is well rendered “marriage feast” or “wedding banquet.” (Matthew 22:2-10; 25:10; Luke 14:8) The account makes it clear that Jesus was present at and contributed to a feast linked to a Jewish wedding. A key point, however, is that what constituted such a wedding back then differs from what is common now.
4 In many countries today, Christians who want to marry must meet certain legal requirements. Once they do so, they may wed in any legally accepted manner. That could be in a small, simple ceremony that is conducted by a judge, mayor, or minister authorized by the State. Some choose to marry in such a way, possibly asking a few relatives or Christian friends to be present as legal witnesses or just to share in the joy of this important occasion. (Jeremiah 33:11; John 3:29) Similarly, other Christians may choose not to hold a sizable wedding feast or reception that would require considerable planning and cost. They may arrange, instead, for a quiet meal with some close friends. Whatever our personal preferences in this regard may be, we should recognize that other mature Christians may have viewpoints different from our own.​—Romans 14:3, 4.
5 Most Christian couples choose to have a Bible-based talk at their wedding. They recognize that Jehovah originated marriage and provides in his Word wise advice on how marriage can succeed and bring happiness. (Genesis 2:22-24; Mark 10:6-9; Ephesians 5:22-33) And most couples want Christian friends and relatives to share in the happy occasion. Yet, how are we to view the great variety of legal requirements, procedures, and even prevailing local practices? This article will consider situations in various regions. Some may differ considerably from what you know of or from what is done in your area. Nevertheless, you can note certain common principles or aspects that are important to God’s servants.
Honorable Marriage​—Legal Marriage
6 While Jehovah originated marriage, human governments have some control over the actions of those getting married. This is appropriate. Jesus said: “Pay back Caesar’s things to Caesar, but God’s things to God.” (Mark 12:17) Similarly, the apostle Paul directed: “Let every soul be in subjection to the superior authorities, for there is no authority except by God; the existing authorities stand placed in their relative positions by God.”​—Romans 13:1; Titus 3:1.
7 In most lands Caesar, or the civil authority, determines who is eligible to marry. Thus, when two Christians who are Scripturally free choose to get married, they conscientiously comply with local law. This may involve obtaining a license, using a State-authorized marrying agent, and perhaps registering the completed marriage. When Caesar Augustus required a “registration,” Mary and Joseph complied, traveling to Bethlehem “to get registered.”​—Luke 2:1-5.
8 When two Christians marry in a way that is legal and recognized, that union is binding in God’s eyes. Hence, Jehovah’s Witnesses do not repeat a marriage by having multiple legal ceremonies, nor do they renew marriage vows, such as on a couple’s 25th or 50th wedding anniversary. (Matthew 5:37) (Some churches ignore a legally approved civil marriage ceremony, claiming that it is not really a proper marriage unless a priest or a clergyman performs a ritual or declares the couple man and wife.) In many lands, the government authorizes a minister of Jehovah’s Witnesses to solemnize marriages. If that is possible, he would likely want to do so along with a wedding talk at the Kingdom Hall. That is the local place of true worship and an appropriate location for a talk about this arrangement, which Jehovah God instituted.
9 In other countries, the law requires that a couple marry at a government office, such as city hall, or before a designated civil agent. Christians often choose to follow up that legal step with a wedding talk at the Kingdom Hall on the same day or the next. (They would not want many days to pass between the civil ceremony and the Bible talk, for they are married before God and man, including the Christian congregation.) If a couple who will have a civil marriage desire to have a talk at a certain Kingdom Hall, they should beforehand seek the permission of the elders forming the Congregation Service Committee. In addition to confirming that the couple have a good reputation, these overseers will make sure that the timing of the wedding will not interfere with the regular meetings and scheduled programs at the hall. (1 Corinthians 14:33, 40) They will also review any preparations of the hall that the couple may request and decide whether there will be an announcement made about its use.
10 The elder giving the wedding talk will strive to make the discussion warm, spiritually upbuilding, and dignified. If the couple were first joined in a civil marriage, he will make it clear that they were married according to Caesar’s law. If marriage vows were not exchanged in the civil ceremony, the couple may want to do so during the talk. If that civil ceremony included vows but the newly married couple want to say vows before Jehovah and the congregation, they would do so in the past tense, showing that they were already “yoked together.”​—Matthew 19:6; 22:21.
11 In certain places, the law may not require a couple to get married in any ceremony, even before a government agent. The marriage occurs when they present a signed marriage registration form to an official. Thereupon, a marriage certificate is registered. In this way the couple are looked upon as husband and wife, this being the date of their marriage. As noted above, the couple who are thus married may want to follow that registration right away with a Bible-based talk at the Kingdom Hall. The spiritually mature brother selected to give the talk will inform all attending that the couple are married by reason of the registration that just took place. Any vows would be handled in accord with what is outlined in paragraph 10 and its footnote. Those in attendance at the Kingdom Hall will rejoice with the couple and benefit from the counsel given from God’s Word.​—Song of Solomon 3:11.
Customary and Civil Marriages
12 In some countries, couples enter into what may be called a customary (or, tribal) marriage. This does not refer to two individuals just living together, nor does it refer to a common-law situation that may have a degree of status in some locales but is not a full legal marriage. We are speaking of a marriage entered into according to the publicly recognized custom of the tribe or area. This may involve the full payment and acceptance of a bride-price, by which the couple are legally and Scripturally married. The government views such customary marriage as valid, legal, and binding. Thereafter, it is usually possible to record or register the customary marriage that occurred, and upon doing so, the couple may receive an official certificate. Registration can offer protection for the couple or for the wife if she becomes a widow and for any future children. The congregation would urge any who enter such a customary marriage to register it as soon as possible. Interestingly, it seems that under the Mosaic Law, marriages and births were officially recorded.​—Matthew 1:1-16.
13 The couple legally united in such a customary process become husband and wife when that marriage occurs. As noted above, Christians entering such a legal marriage may desire to have a marriage talk, with wedding vows, at the Kingdom Hall. If that is done, the speaker would acknowledge that the couple were already married in harmony with the laws of Caesar. There would be only one such talk. There is one marriage, in this case the legally valid customary (tribal) marriage, and one Scriptural talk. Keeping the two aspects as close together timewise as possible, preferably on the same day, contributes to honoring Christian marriage in the community.
14 In some lands where customary marriage is recognized as legal, there are also provisions for civil (or, statutory) marriage. A civil marriage is usually carried out before a government agent, and it may include both taking marriage vows and signing a registry. Some Christian couples prefer this civil marriage to a customary one. There is no legal need for both; each procedure is legally valid. What is said in paragraphs 9 and 10 about a wedding talk and vows applies here too. The main thing is that the couple are married in a way that is honorable before God and man.​—Luke 20:25; 1 Peter 2:13, 14.
Maintain Honor in Marriage
15 When a problem arose in the marriage of a Persian king, a chief adviser named Memucan gave advice that could have a positive effect​—‘that all the wives give honor to their husbands.’ (Esther 1:20) In Christian marriages, that does not need to be decreed by any human king; wives want to honor their husbands. Comparably, Christian husbands assign their mates honor and praise them. (Proverbs 31:11, 30; 1 Peter 3:7) Linking honor to our marriage should not come only after many years. It should be manifest right from the outset, yes, from the wedding day on.
16 The man and the woman​—the husband and the wife—​are not the only ones who ought to show honor on the wedding day. If a Christian elder will deliver a wedding talk, that too should be marked by honor. The talk should be addressed to the couple. As part of honoring them, the speaker will not feature humor or folk sayings. He should not include overly personal observations that might embarrass the couple and the listeners. Rather, he will strive to be warm and upbuilding, highlighting the Originator of marriage and His outstanding advice. Yes, the elder’s dignified wedding discourse will contribute to a marriage that brings honor to Jehovah God.
17 You likely noted in this article many points about the legal details of marriage. Certain aspects may not directly apply in your locality. Yet, all of us ought to be aware of how important it is that wedding arrangements among Jehovah’s Witnesses manifest respect for local laws, for the requirements of Caesar. (Luke 20:25) Paul urged us: “Render to all their dues, to him who calls for the tax, the tax; to him who calls for the tribute, the tribute; . . . to him who calls for honor, such honor.” (Romans 13:7) Yes, it is fitting that Christians, right from the wedding day, honor the arrangement that God has in place for the present.
18 Many a Christian wedding is followed by a social gathering​—a wedding feast, a meal, or a reception. Recall that Jesus chose to be present at one such feast. If there is such a gathering, how can counsel from the Bible help us to ensure that it too will bring honor to God and reflect well on the newlyweds and on the Christian congregation? The following article will consider that very matter.
[Footnotes]
The same word might be used for a feast that was not connected to a marriage.​—Esther 9:22, Septuagint.
An outline for a 30-minute marriage discourse entitled “Honorable Marriage in God’s Sight” is used by Jehovah’s Witnesses. This draws on fine Scriptural advice found in the book The Secret of Family Happiness and other publications of Jehovah’s Witnesses. The discussion is helpful for the couple getting married and for all attending the wedding.
Unless local law requires something else, these vows that honor God are used. For the groom: “I [name of groom] take you [name of bride] to be my wedded wife, to love and to cherish in accordance with the divine law as set forth in the Holy Scriptures for Christian husbands, for as long as we both shall live together on earth according to God’s marital arrangement.” For the bride: “I [name of bride] take you [name of groom] to be my wedded husband, to love and to cherish and deeply respect, in accordance with the divine law as set forth in the Holy Scriptures for Christian wives, for as long as we both shall live together on earth according to God’s marital arrangement.”
The Watchtower of May 1, 1962, page 287, offers comments about common-law marriage.
See also the article “Increase the Joy and Dignity of Your Wedding Day,” on page 28.
Do You Recall?
• Why should we be interested in both the legal and the spiritual aspects of weddings?
• If two Christians marry in a civil ceremony, what might they decide to have soon afterward?
• Why are wedding talks given at the Kingdom Hall?
[Study Questions]
 1. The account about Jesus in Cana draws attention to what?
 2. What information does the Bible contain about weddings?
 3. To what event in Cana did Jesus contribute?
 4. What type of wedding do some Christians choose, and why?
 5. Why do many Christians want to have a wedding talk when they marry, and what does it feature?
6, 7. Why should we be interested in the legal aspects of getting married, and how might we manifest this?
 8. How binding is marriage, and what policy of Jehovah’s Witnesses reflects that understanding?
 9. (a) In the case of a civil marriage, what might a Christian couple choose to do? (b) How might the elders be involved in the wedding plans?
10. If there must be a civil marriage, how would this affect the wedding talk?
11. In certain places, how does a couple get married, and with what impact on the wedding talk?
12. What is a customary marriage, and what is advisable after such a marriage?
13. After a customary marriage, what is appropriate as to a wedding talk?
14. What might a Christian do if both a customary and a civil marriage are possible?
15, 16. How should honor be involved in a marriage?
17. Why is there a legal aspect to Christian weddings?
18. What optional feature of a wedding merits attention, and where can we find information on this matter?
[Picture on page 18]
In an ancient Israelite wedding, the groom brought the bride to his own home or to his father’s
[Picture on page 21]
After a customary marriage, Christians may wish to have a talk at the Kingdom Hall












^ ***w25 January p. 3 Give Glory to Jehovah***
to Jehovah? Yes, we can. One way we give Jehovah glory is by telling others about his awesome power and his heartwarming qualities. We also glorify God when we give him credit for things we accomplish in his strength. (Isa. 26:12) King David was an outstanding example of one who gave glory to Jehovah. In a prayer that he offered in the presence of the congregation of Israel, David said to God: “Yours, O Jehovah, are the greatness and the mightiness and the beauty and the splendor and the majesty, for everything in the heavens and on the earth is yours.” After David concluded his prayer, “all the congregation praised Jehovah.”​—1 Chron. 29:11, 20.
4 When Jesus was on earth, he glorified his Father by acknowledging Him as the Source of his miracles. (Mark 5:18-20) Jesus also brought glory to Jehovah by the way he spoke about his Father and the way he treated others. On one occasion, Jesus was teaching in a synagogue. Among those listening was a woman who had been possessed by a demon for 18 years. The demon had caused her body to be bent double so that she was unable to straighten up. How distressing! Moved by compassion, Jesus approached the woman and addressed her tenderly, saying: “Woman, you are released from your weakness.” He then laid his hands on her, and instantly she stood up straight and “began to glorify God,” her health and dignity fully restored! (Luke 13:10-13) That woman had good reason to give Jehovah glory, and so do we.
WHAT MOTIVATES US TO GIVE JEHOVAH GLORY?
5 We glorify Jehovah because we deeply respect him. We have many reasons to respect him. Jehovah is almighty; he has limitless power. (Ps. 96:4-7) His profound wisdom is clearly evident in the things he has made. He is the Source of our life and the Sustainer of it. (Rev. 4:11) He is loyal. (Rev. 15:4) Everything he does succeeds, and he always keeps his promises. (Josh. 23:14) No wonder the prophet Jeremiah said regarding Jehovah: “Among all the wise ones of the nations and among all their kingdoms, there is no one at all like you”! (Jer. 10:6, 7) Certainly, we have good reasons to respect our heavenly Father. But Jehovah does more than earn our respect​—he wins our love.
6 We glorify Jehovah because we dearly love him. Consider several qualities of Jehovah that make us love him. He is merciful and compassionate. (Ps. 103:13; Isa. 49:15) He is empathetic; when we feel hurt, he feels hurt. (Zech. 2:8) He makes it easy for us to draw close to him as a Friend. (Ps. 25:14; Acts 17:27) And he is humble; “he stoops down to look on heaven and earth, raising the lowly from the dust.” (Ps. 113:6, 7) How could anyone not want to glorify our great God?​—Ps. 86:12.
7 We glorify Jehovah because we want others to know him. Many do not know the truth about Jehovah. Why? Because Satan has blinded their minds by



^ ***w25 February pp. 15-16 Jehovah’s Forgiveness—How Can You Imitate It?***
caused her family so much pain. What did she say? Denise asked the judge to show mercy to the man. When she finished speaking, the judge broke down in tears. He said: “In all my 25 years as a judge, I have never heard anything like this in my courtroom. I never hear the victim’s family plead for mercy in behalf of the defendant. I never hear words of love and forgiveness.”
3 What helped Denise to be forgiving? She meditated on Jehovah’s forgiveness. (Mic. 7:18) When we appreciate the forgiveness that Jehovah has shown us, we will be motivated to be forgiving toward others.
4 Jehovah wants us to forgive others just as freely as he has forgiven us. (Read Ephesians 4:32.) He expects us to be ready to forgive those who hurt us. (Ps. 86:5; Luke 17:4) In this article, we will consider three things that will help us to be more forgiving.
DO NOT IGNORE YOUR FEELINGS
5 We may be deeply hurt because of what someone says or does to us, especially if that person is a close friend or family member. (Ps. 55:12-14) At times, the emotional pain we suffer can be likened to being stabbed. (Read Proverbs 12:18.) We may try to suppress or ignore our hurt feelings. But doing so might be like getting stabbed and then leaving the knife in the wound. Similarly, we cannot expect our hurt feelings to get better if we simply ignore them.
6 When someone offends us, our initial reaction may be to get angry. The Bible acknowledges that we may become wrathful. However, it warns against allowing that emotion to dominate us. (Ps. 4:4; Eph. 4:26) Why? Because our emotions often lead to actions. And anger seldom leads to good results. (Jas. 1:20) Remember, getting angry is a reaction, but remaining angry is a choice.
7 When we have been treated badly, we might feel other painful emotions. For example, a sister named Ann says: “When I was a child, my dad left my mom and married my nanny. I felt abandoned. When they had children, I felt replaced. I grew up feeling unwanted.” A sister named Georgette describes how she felt when her husband was unfaithful to her: “We had been friends since childhood. We were pioneer partners! My heart was broken.” And a sister named Naomi says: “I never imagined that my husband would hurt me. So when he confessed that he had been viewing pornography and hiding it from me, I felt deceived and betrayed.”
8 We cannot control what others say or do to us, but we can try to control our response. And often the best response is to forgive. Why? Because we love Jehovah, and he wants us to be forgiving. If we remain angry and do not forgive, we are likely to act foolishly and perhaps suffer physically. (Prov. 14:17, 29, 30) Note the example of a sister named Christine. She says: “When I am consumed by my hurt feelings, I smile less. I tend to make poor food choices. I don’t get enough sleep, and it’s more difficult to control my emotions, which in turn affects my marriage and my relationships with others.”
9 Even if the person who hurt us never takes responsibility for his actions, we can lessen the damage he caused us. How? Georgette, mentioned earlier, says: “It took some time, but I let go of my resentment and anger toward my ex-husband. As a result, I felt immense peace.” When we let go of resentment, we prevent our heart from becoming damaged by bitterness. We also give ourselves a gift​—we can start to move on and enjoy our life once again. (Prov. 11:17) But what if after acknowledging your feelings, you are still not ready to forgive?
DEALING WITH YOUR FEELINGS
10 How can you overcome hurt feelings? One way is by giving yourself time to heal. After receiving medical care, a person who has been severely injured needs time to heal physically. In a similar way, we may need time to heal emotionally before we are ready to forgive someone from the heart.​—Eccl. 3:3; 1 Pet. 1:22.



^ ***w25 April p. 27 Young Brothers—Imitate Mark and Timothy***
accepted Paul’s invitation and enjoyed many blessings as a result.​—Acts 16:3-5.
3 Mark and Timothy gained valuable experience and learned to shoulder weighty responsibilities in their youth. Paul appreciated these young men so much that later he wanted them at his side when he realized that his life would soon come to an end. (Read 2 Timothy 4:6, 9, 11.) What qualities endeared Mark and Timothy to Paul? How can young brothers imitate their attitude? And how can young men benefit from Paul’s fatherly advice?
IMITATE MARK​—BE WILLING TO SERVE
4 According to one reference, serving, or ministering to, others implies reaching out to help them “with diligence and persistence.” Mark set a good example in this regard. When Paul refused to take him along on a second missionary trip, Mark was likely hurt and disappointed. (Acts 15:37, 38) But that did not discourage Mark from serving his brothers and sisters.
5 Mark accepted an assignment of service with his cousin Barnabas. Some 11 years later, Mark was among those who supported Paul during his first imprisonment in Rome. (Philem. 23, 24) In fact, Paul appreciated his support so much that he described Mark as “a source of great comfort.”​—Col. 4:10, 11.
6 Mark benefited from his close association with mature Christians. After spending some time with Paul in Rome, Mark joined the apostle Peter in Babylon. They developed such a close relationship that Peter called him “Mark, my son.” (1 Pet. 5:13) As they worked together, Peter likely related to his young friend many interesting details



^ ***w25 May pp. 20-21 Jehovah’s Name—What It Means to Jesus***
STUDY ARTICLE 22
SONG 15 Praise Jehovah’s Firstborn!
Jehovah’s Name​—What It Means to Jesus
“I have made your name known to them and will make it known.”​—JOHN 17:26.
FOCUS
How Jesus made Jehovah’s name known and how he has sanctified and vindicated that name.
IT WAS late Thursday evening, Nisan 14, 33 C.E., and Jesus was about to be betrayed, judged, condemned, tortured, and executed. He had just finished having a special meal in an upper room with his faithful apostles. Following that meal, Jesus gave his apostles some parting words of encouragement. And shortly before they all left that upper room, Jesus paused and offered a very meaningful prayer. The apostle John recorded that prayer; it is found in John chapter 17.
2 What does Jesus’ prayer reveal to us about his concerns at that time? How does that prayer show what was important to him during his entire ministry while here on earth? Let us discuss the answers to these questions.
“I HAVE MADE YOUR NAME KNOWN TO THEM”
3 In his prayer, Jesus said: “I have made your name known to them.” In fact, he twice mentioned that he had made Jehovah’s name known to his disciples. (Read John 17:6, 26.) What did he mean? Had he revealed to them a name that they did not know? Jesus’ disciples were Jews, so they already knew God’s name, Jehovah. That name appeared thousands of times in the Hebrew Scriptures. So Jesus was not referring to the personal name of God; rather, he was referring to what that name represented. Jesus had made known the Person behind Jehovah’s name, including His purposes, activities, and qualities, in a way that no one else ever could.
4 To illustrate, imagine that there is an elder in your congregation named David and he is also a surgeon. You have known that brother for many years. But then one day you have a medical emergency. You are rushed to the hospital where that brother works, and he uses his medical skill to save your life. Does that brother’s name now take on more meaning for you? Of course it does! David is no longer just the elder you know; he is also the surgeon who saved your life.
5 In a similar way, Jesus’ disciples already knew Jehovah’s name. But that name took on greater meaning for them as a result of Jesus’ ministry. Why can we say that? Because Jesus reflected the personality of his Father in everything he said and did. So his apostles came to “know” Jehovah better by listening to the way Jesus taught and by observing the way he dealt with people.​—John 14:9; 17:3.
“YOUR OWN NAME, WHICH YOU HAVE GIVEN ME”
6 In his prayer, Jesus prayed for his disciples, saying: “Watch over them on account of your own name, which you have given me.” (Read John 17:11, 12.) Does this mean that Jesus would now be known as Jehovah? No. Notice that in his prayer Jesus refers to the name Jehovah as “your own name.” So Jehovah’s name did not become Jesus’ personal name. What, then, did Jesus mean when he said that God’s name had been given to him? First of all, Jesus was Jehovah’s representative and Spokesman. He came in his Father’s name and performed powerful works in that name. (John 5:43; 10:25) Additionally, the name Jesus means “Jehovah Is Salvation.” Yes, the divine name was closely associated with Jesus’ name.
7 To illustrate, because an ambassador represents a ruler, he may speak in the name of the ruler. So the ambassador’s words have the same authority as those of the ruler. Similarly, Jesus represented Jehovah and spoke to the people in His name.​—Matt. 21:9; Luke 13:35.
8 In his role as the Word, Jesus has served as Jehovah’s Spokesman by conveying information and instructions to other spirit sons of God as well as to humans. (John 1:1-3) Jesus was likely the angel whom Jehovah sent to care for the Israelites during the time of the Exodus. When telling the Israelites to obey that angel, Jehovah said: “Because my name is in him.” (Read Exodus 23:20, 21.) Jehovah’s name was “in” Jesus in that he



^ ***w25 June pp. 15-18 Modestly Accept What You Do Not Know***
WE DO NOT KNOW WHEN THE END WILL COME
4 Read Matthew 24:36. We do not know when the end of this system of things will come. Even Jesus, while on earth, did not know the “day and hour.” He later told the apostles that Jehovah, who is the Great Timekeeper, keeps the timing of certain events “in his own jurisdiction,” or authority. (Acts 1:6, 7) Jehovah has scheduled the time for the end of this system, but we are not in a position to figure out precisely when that will be.
5 In view of what Jesus said, we do not know how long we will have to wait until the end comes. As a result, we might become impatient or discouraged, especially if we have already been waiting for some time for Jehovah’s day. Or we might find it hard to endure ridicule from family members or others. (2 Pet. 3:3, 4) It is possible to feel that if we knew the exact day that the end would come, we would be more patient and we would be able to endure ridicule more easily.
6 Actually, by not revealing the date for the end, Jehovah gives us the opportunity to show that we serve him because we love him and trust in him. We are not serving Jehovah with a deadline in mind, as if our faith in him had an expiration date. Instead of focusing primarily on when “the day of Jehovah” will come, we do well to focus on what that day will accomplish. In doing so, we continue to deepen our devotion to God and do all we can to please him.​—2 Pet. 3:11, 12.
7 We do well to focus on what we do know​—that the last days began in 1914. Jehovah has provided Bible prophecies that not only pinpoint that year but also describe in detail the conditions that have prevailed since then. As a result, we are convinced that “the great day of Jehovah is near.” (Zeph. 1:14) We also know the work that Jehovah wants us to do, namely, to tell as many as possible about the “good news of the Kingdom.” (Matt. 24:14) This message is being declared in some 240 lands and in more than 1,000 languages. We do not need to know the “day and hour” in order to have a zealous share in this vital work.
WE DO NOT KNOW HOW JEHOVAH MAY ACT
8 We do not always know “the work of the true God.” (Read Ecclesiastes 11:5.) That expression refers to what Jehovah causes to happen or what he allows to happen in order to accomplish his will. We cannot know for certain why Jehovah might permit something to occur or exactly how he will act in our behalf. (Ps. 37:5) Such knowledge is as unfathomable to us as is the development of a child in a pregnant woman’s womb, something that scientists still do not fully understand.
9 Our not knowing how Jehovah will act in our behalf could cause us to become indecisive. We might hesitate to make sacrifices to expand our ministry, such as simplifying our life or moving to where there is a greater need for Kingdom publishers. Or we may wonder whether we have God’s approval if we do not reach our theocratic goals, if we do not see outstanding results for our hard work in the ministry, or if we face obstacles in a theocratic project.
10 Our not knowing how Jehovah will act actually helps us to develop such essential qualities as humility and modesty. We come to recognize that Jehovah’s thoughts and ways are higher than ours. (Isa. 55:8, 9) We also learn to trust in Jehovah more fully, relying on him for success. When we have good results in the ministry or in a theocratic project, we rightly give Jehovah the praise. (Ps. 127:1; 1 Cor. 3:7) If matters do not turn out as we expected, we need to remember that Jehovah is still in full control. (Isa. 26:12) We do our part, and we continue to trust that Jehovah will do his part. We are confident that he will provide us with the direction we need, even if not in the same miraculous way that he sometimes did in the past.​—Acts 16:6-10.
11 Reflect on the fact that we know that Jehovah is always loving, just, and wise. We know that he highly values what we do for him and for our fellow worshippers. And we know that Jehovah always rewards those who are loyal to him.​—Heb. 11:6.
WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT WILL HAPPEN TOMORROW
12 Read James 4:13, 14. A fundamental truth is that we do not know what our life will be like tomorrow. In this system of things, we are subject to “time and unexpected events.” (Eccl. 9:11) As a result, we cannot know whether our plans will succeed or even if we will be alive to see our plans through to completion.
13 The uncertainties of life can be difficult to bear, a challenge. How so? We may worry about what might happen, and that could rob us of joy. Sudden tragedies and unforeseen occurrences can cause us grief and frustration. And when our expectations go unfulfilled, we can become disappointed and discouraged.​—Prov. 13:12.
14 When we endure difficulties, we are able to prove that no matter what happens, we serve our heavenly Father out of love, not out of selfishness. Bible accounts show that we should not expect Jehovah to protect us from all hardship and that he does not predestine the events of our life. He knows that our happiness does not depend on our knowing what the future holds for us. Rather, it depends on seeking his guidance and obeying him. (Jer. 10:23) By looking to him when we make decisions, we are, in effect, saying: “If Jehovah wills, we will live and do this or that.”​—Jas. 4:15.
15 While we do not know what each new day will bring, we do know that Jehovah has promised us everlasting life​—whether in heaven or on earth. We know that he cannot lie and that nothing can prevent him from fulfilling all his promises. (Titus 1:2) He alone can “foretell the outcome, and from long ago the things that have not yet been done.” That was true of events in the past, and it will be true of future events. (Isa. 46:10) We know for a certainty that nothing can prevent Jehovah from loving us. (Rom. 8:35-39) He will give us the wisdom, comfort, and power we need to endure whatever comes our way. We can be sure that Jehovah will help and bless us.​—Jer. 17:7, 8.
WE CANNOT FULLY COMPREHEND HOW WELL JEHOVAH KNOWS US
16 Read Psalm 139:1-6. Our Creator knows how we are made and what has shaped us physically, emotionally, and mentally. His interest in us is constant. He knows what we say and what we mean to say, what we do and why we do it. As King David noted, Jehovah surrounds us with His watchful care and we are never out of His reach. How incredible that the Sovereign Lord of the universe, the almighty Creator of heaven and earth, pays such close attention to us! David said: “Such knowledge is too amazing for me. It is too much for me to fathom.”​—Ps. 139:6, ftn.
17 Perhaps because of our family background, our culture, or our previous beliefs, it may be difficult for us to see Jehovah as a loving Father who is interested in us. Or we might feel that our past mistakes are so bad that Jehovah would never want to know us and that he is far away from us. Even David at times had similar feelings. (Ps. 38:18, 21) Or a person who is sincerely trying to change his lifestyle and live by God’s righteous standards might wonder, ‘If God really understood me, why would he expect me to



^ ***w25 July p. 19 Can You Still Learn From Basic Bible Teachings?***
Use Them to Help Others
When you read an article, watch a video, or listen to a talk that has been prepared for newly interested people, consider how you can use the material to help others. You might ask yourself:
• ‘What evidence is being used to convince the audience?’
• ‘Is there an effective illustration that I could use when I teach this truth to someone?’
• ‘Who might be interested in this topic, and when could I share this truth with him?’



^ ***w25 August p. 17 Accept Jehovah’s Forgiveness***
How Jehovah Forgives and Forgets
When Jehovah forgives us, he forgets our sins in the sense that he will not hold them against us in the future. (Isa. 43:25) Consider, for instance, King David. His example shows that our life can turn out well even if we have made serious mistakes.
David committed grave sins, including adultery and murder. But because he was sincerely repentant, Jehovah forgave him. David accepted reproof, corrected his way, and thereafter never swerved from pure worship.​—2 Sam. 11:1-27; 12:13.
When looking back on David’s life, Jehovah told Solomon: “Walk before me as your father David walked, with integrity of heart and with uprightness.” (1 Ki. 9:4, 5) Jehovah did not even mention David’s sins. Instead, Jehovah summed up David’s life by referring to him as a man of integrity and uprightness. And Jehovah “richly rewarded” him for his faithfulness.​—Ps. 13:6.
What is the lesson for us? When Jehovah forgives, he focuses, not on the sins that he has pardoned, but on the good that he can reward. (Heb. 11:6) So we do not need to keep remembering past sins that Jehovah has chosen to forget.



^ ***w25 September p. 24 “Rightly Disposed” Ones Will Respond***
(Acts 10:25, 26) The apostle Paul often focused his teaching on Jesus Christ, the one whom Jehovah sent to help us to know and love Him. (1 Cor. 2:1, 2) Paul also made it clear how important it is to help new disciples to develop fine qualities, which can be compared to gold, silver, and precious stones. (1 Cor. 3:11-15) Such valuable qualities include faith, wisdom, discernment, and the fear of Jehovah. (Ps. 19:9, 10; Prov. 3:13-15; 1 Pet. 1:7) Imitate Paul’s method of teaching by helping your students to develop a strong faith and a personal relationship with their loving heavenly Father.​—2 Cor. 1:24.
13 Follow Jesus’ way of teaching by showing patience and understanding. Avoid asking questions that make the person uncomfortable. If necessary, move past points that he struggles with and return to these later. Rather than try to force him to accept a teaching before he is ready, allow time for the truth to take root in his heart. (John 16:12; Col. 2:6, 7) The Bible compares the false teachings we are trying to overcome to a fortress. (Read 2 Corinthians 10:4, 5; see study note on “overturning strongly entrenched things.”) Instead of pulling down your student’s fortress on top of him, help him make Jehovah his Refuge.​—Ps. 91:9.
WHEN NEW ONES ATTEND MEETINGS
14 Jehovah expects us to be impartial in our treatment of new ones, regardless of their culture, social status, or ethnic background. (Jas. 2:1-4, 9) So how can we show love to those who visit our meetings?
15 Some individuals may simply come to our meetings out of curiosity or may have been urged to attend by someone living in another area. So we should not hesitate to approach such ones who



^ ***w25 October p. 16 God’s Love Is Enduring***
Guard Against “the Deceptive Power of Sin”
The Bible speaks of “the deceptive power of sin.” (Heb. 3:13) Besides enticing us to commit wrong acts, our sinful condition can be responsible for persistent doubts about Jehovah’s love. Indeed, sin has “deceptive power.”
We like to think that we are above being deceived. For example, we may believe that we will never be fooled by a scam artist who tries to defraud us. However, if we are not alert to this type of crime, it may cost us dearly.
Similarly, we need to be perceptive when our sinful condition tries to “scam” us into believing that Jehovah does not love us. Our sinful condition may cause us to dwell on our weaknesses, faults, and mistakes. But that is sin’s “deceptive power,” and we should reject it.



^ ***w25 October pp. 19-20 How to Improve Your Prayers***
His life was not problem free. He was wronged by deceitful men. (Ps. 119:23, 69, 78) He also had to deal with his own imperfections. (Ps. 119:5) Even so, he was not afraid to open his heart to Jehovah.​—Read Psalm 119:145.
5 Jehovah invites even those who have committed serious mistakes to pray to him. (Isa. 55:6, 7) So we should not let negative feelings hold us back from praying. To illustrate, an airplane pilot knows that he can communicate with air traffic controllers if he needs help. Should he hesitate to contact them because of being embarrassed that he got lost or made a mistake? Surely not! Likewise, even if we at times feel lost or have sinned, we can confidently turn to Jehovah in prayer.​—Ps. 119:25, 176.
HOW TO MAKE YOUR PRAYERS MORE MEANINGFUL
6 When we speak openly to Jehovah by sharing our inner thoughts and deep feelings with him, our prayers become more meaningful. So, what can we do to improve the depth of our prayers?
7 Reflect on Jehovah’s qualities. The more we reflect on his qualities, the more we will be able to express our thoughts freely. (Ps. 145:8, 9, 18) Consider the example of Kristine, a sister who had a violent father. She explains: “Talking to Jehovah as a Father was not easy for me. I felt that my imperfections would cause him to abandon me.” What quality of Jehovah has helped her? She says: “Jehovah’s loyal love makes me feel safe. I know that he will not let go of my hand. Even if I fall, he will lovingly pick me up. This helps me to express my deepest joys to him as well as my deepest sorrows.”
8 Think about what to say. Before praying, you might ask yourself a number of questions. For example: ‘What specific problems am I dealing with right now? Is there anyone I need to forgive? Am I facing a new challenge that I need Jehovah’s help to overcome?’ (2 Ki. 19:15-19) We can also follow the pattern that Jesus set by thinking about what we can ask Jehovah regarding His name, His Kingdom, and His will.​—Matt. 6:9, 10.
9 When a sister named Aliska learned that her husband had terminal brain cancer, it was hard for her to pray. She recalls: “I was so distressed that I found it difficult to think clearly enough to say a prayer.” What has helped her? She explains: “I take a few moments before I pray to organize my thoughts, and this has helped me to make sure that my prayers aren’t focused only on me. This approach has allowed me to feel calmer and be in a better frame of mind when I pray.”
10 Linger in prayer. Even though short prayers can be meaningful, we are more likely to express our inner thoughts when we linger in prayer. Aliska’s husband, Elijah, relates: “I try to pray many times throughout the day, and I’ve grown closer to Jehovah by taking the time to linger in prayer. Jehovah is not impatiently waiting for me to finish praying, so I can take my time.” Try this: Find a time and a place that allow you to pray, perhaps even out loud, without distractions, and make it a habit to linger in prayer.
REFLECT ON HEARTFELT PRAYERS RECORDED IN THE BIBLE
11 You may find it beneficial to reflect on heartfelt prayers and sacred songs, or psalms, recorded in the Bible. As you consider how God’s servants expressed their deepest thoughts, you will be moved to open your heart to Jehovah. You may also discover new expressions of praise that you can include in your prayers. And you are likely to find prayers that pertain to your circumstances.
12 As you reflect on the content of a prayer recorded in the Scriptures, ask yourself: ‘Who spoke these words and under what circumstances? Can I relate to the thoughts expressed in this prayer? What lessons can I learn from it?’ You may need to do additional research to answer these questions, but it is worth the effort. Consider a few examples.
13 Read 1 Samuel 1:10, 11. When Hannah said this prayer, she was facing two major problems. She was barren, and her husband’s other wife was making her



^ ***w25 November pp. 6-7 Maintain Your Joy in Old Age***
12 Pray to Jehovah for strength. Though you may feel physically or emotionally exhausted, Jehovah “never tires out or grows weary.” (Isa. 40:28) How does Jehovah use his limitless energy? One way is by strengthening faithful older ones. (Isa. 40:29-31) In fact, he promises to help them. (Read Isaiah 46:4.) And Jehovah always keeps his promises. (Josh. 23:14; Isa. 55:10, 11) When you pray and then feel Jehovah’s love and support for you personally, you cannot help but feel joyful.
13 Remind yourself that your situation is temporary. When we remember that a difficult situation is temporary, we can endure it more easily. And the Bible assures us that old age and poor health are temporary. (Job 33:25; Isa. 33:24) So you can find joy in knowing that your best days are ahead of you, not behind you. (Read 2 Corinthians 4:16-18.) But what can others do to help?
HOW OTHERS CAN HELP
14 Visit and call older brothers and sisters regularly. (Heb. 13:16) Older ones can feel isolated. A housebound brother named Camille says: “I have to stay indoors from morning to evening. So I get really bored. Sometimes, I feel like an old lion in a cage. I get nervous and frustrated.” When we visit older ones, we reassure them that they are important to us and that we love them. Likely, we all can recall a time when we intended to call or visit an older person in our congregation but we did not follow through. We all lead busy lives. So, what can help us to “make sure of the more important things,” including visiting older ones? (Phil. 1:10) You may find it helpful to make notes on your calendar to remind you to send a text message to older ones in your congregation or to call them. You can also schedule time to visit them; do not leave it to chance.
15 If you are a younger person, you may wonder what you can talk about or what activities you can engage in with older ones. But try not to overthink it. Just be a good friend. (Prov. 17:17) Stop and talk with older ones before or after congregation meetings. Perhaps you could ask them to share their favorite scripture or a funny childhood memory. You could also invite them to watch a JW Broadcasting® program with you. You may also be able to help older ones in practical ways. For example, you can help them keep their devices up-to-date or download the latest study publications. A sister named Carol says: “Offer to do things with older ones that you enjoy doing. Though I am older, I still want to enjoy life. I like shopping, eating out, and getting out in creation.” And a sister named Maira says: “One of my friends is 90 years old. We have a 57-year age gap. But I often forget about that because we laugh together and watch movies together. And when we face problems, we look to each other for advice.”
16 Accompany them to medical appointments. In addition to providing transportation for older ones, you may be able to ensure that the medical staff are treating them well and giving them the attention that they need. (Isa. 1:17) You may be able to help the older one by taking notes about what the doctor says. An older sister named Ruth says: “Often, when I go alone to a medical appointment, the doctor does not take me seriously. Doctors may say such things as, ‘Your problem is psychological; it’s in your head.’ But when I am accompanied by someone, it makes all the difference in how the doctor deals with me. I thank my brothers and sisters who take the time to accompany me.”
17 Work with them in the ministry. Some older ones may not have the physical strength to preach from door to door. Could you, for example, invite an older sister to join you for cart witnessing? You might even provide a chair for her so that she can sit near the cart. Or could you offer to take an older brother on a Bible study, perhaps even conducting the study at his home? Elders can consider arranging meetings for field service at the home of older ones so that they can participate more easily. Anything we do to honor older ones is worth the effort.​—Prov. 3:27; Rom. 12:10.
18 We have been reminded that Jehovah loves and values older ones. And so do the rest of us in the congregation! Growing old is difficult, but with Jehovah’s help, you can maintain your joy. (Ps. 37:25) How encouraging it is to know that your best days are ahead of you, not behind you! What about those of us who are caregivers for an older family member, a child, or a friend who is ill? How can you maintain your joy? We will discuss the answer to that question in the following study article.
HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?
◼ What situations could cause older brothers and sisters to lose their joy?
__________
◼ How can older ones maintain their joy?
__________
◼ How can we support older ones in the congregation?
__________
SONG 30 My Father, My God and Friend
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