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JULY 6-12, 2026




SONG 98 The Scriptures​—Inspired of God



Bible Principles​—Why Are They Important?



“Present your bodies as . . . a sacred service with your power of reason.”​—ROM. 12:1.




FOCUS

To explain what principles are and how we can identify them when we read the Bible.




1-2. (a) Why can the Bible be called an ancient book? (b) Why is the Bible still relevant today?


Your answers



THE Bible is an ancient book. Its writing was started some 3,500 years ago, and it was completed nearly 2,000 years ago. And yet “the word of God” found within its pages is alive and powerful today. (Heb. 4:12; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17) Millions of people testify that the Bible has helped them to cope with life in this modern world.

2 But how could such an old book still be relevant today? There are two basic reasons. First, the Bible’s message comes from the “living God,” the all-wise Creator. (1 Tim. 4:10; Rom. 16:26, 27) Second, the Bible is written in a way that reveals timeless principles. These principles remain beneficial no matter what era a person lives in or what challenges a person faces.

 3. What questions will be answered in this article?


Your answer



3 What are Bible principles? Why are they so important for us today? How can we identify principles when we read the Bible? This article will answer these questions. We will also see how the teachings of Jesus highlight the value of principles.

WHAT ARE BIBLE PRINCIPLES?

 4. What are Bible principles?


Your answer



4 Bible principles are basic truths on which God’s laws are based. At times, a principle may be clearly stated within the law. (Matt. 22:37) Principles are, however, superior to specific laws. Specific laws may be limited in application. They may be given for a particular time or situation. But Bible principles reflect Jehovah’s thinking in a broader sense. Principles could be described as the reason behind the law. There is a valid reason behind every one of Jehovah’s laws. But the principles on which they are based can be applied in a number of different circumstances and are timeless. (Ps. 119:111) Laws may need to change, but principles do not expire or become outdated.​—Isa. 40:8.

 5. How can we illustrate the difference between laws and principles? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



5 To help us better understand the difference between laws and principles, consider this illustration. A mother may say to a small child, ‘Don’t touch the stove.’ That is a command or a law. But the principle, or thinking, behind that law is: Don’t touch something that is hot; otherwise, you will get hurt. That principle is not just limited to a stove. It could be applied to a clothing iron, a heater, or any other hot item that could cause injury. That principle does not just apply in the family’s home but applies elsewhere too. Of course, as the child grows older, he will probably use the stove. However, he will still need to be careful not to touch it in a way that would harm him. So the law may change, but the basic principle behind it remains.



[image: Collage: A mother and her son cooking together in the kitchen. 1. She warns her young son not to touch the hot stove as she cooks. 2. Years later, she prepares a meal with her son as he cooks on the stove.]

A law may change, but the basic principle behind it remains (See paragraph 5)







WHY ARE BIBLE PRINCIPLES IMPORTANT?

 6. (a) What does Jehovah provide for us in his Word? (b) How does Jehovah dignify us?


Your answers



6 Out of love for us, Jehovah gives us specific direction in the form of laws so that we can avoid danger. (Jas. 2:11) Additionally, he helps us to understand the principles, or the thinking, behind those laws. By means of his Word, he provides us with his guidance in many areas of life that may not be governed by specific laws. Bible principles help us to make good decisions in life and to do what is right. By providing these principles, Jehovah dignifies us and allows us the freedom to make decisions that prove our love for him and his standards.​—Gal. 5:13.

 7. How can we illustrate the value of Bible principles? (See also picture.)


Your answer



7 To illustrate how Bible principles can help us, think of the road signs that drivers see along highways in some countries. Many of these signs inform us of laws that carry penalties for those who disregard them. These signs may specify the maximum speed limit or indicate when a driver must bring his vehicle to a stop. However, many other signs alert drivers to possible dangers. For example, these signs may warn that the road might be slippery or that animals might be crossing the road. An experienced driver uses good judgment and drives cautiously when he sees signs that alert him to dangers. For example, if it is raining or snowing, the driver will adjust his driving in these dangerous conditions. Similarly, while Christians strictly avoid any conduct that is specifically condemned in God’s Word, they also avoid any thoughts or actions that could lead them to break God’s laws. This calls for good judgment on their part.



[image: A car being driven on a winding mountainside road at night. Its headlights illuminate warning signs.]

Many road signs represent warnings that alert drivers to possible dangers. Bible principles can help us in a similar way (See paragraph 7)







 8. As mentioned at Romans 12:1, 2, what can our search for Bible principles train us to do?


Your answer



8 However, there are other important benefits that come from searching for Bible principles and living by them. For example, we are trained to understand Jehovah’s thinking on matters. When reading accounts in the Scriptures, we learn to look for practical lessons. We ask ourselves why Jehovah included these lessons in his written Word and how we can benefit from them. In this way, we learn how to use our “power of reason” to serve Jehovah. We prove to ourselves “the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”​—Read Romans 12:1, 2.*

 9. What additional benefit do we gain from living by Bible principles? (Hebrews 5:13, 14)


Your answer



9 Learning to live by Bible principles helps us to become mature Christians. When we live by Bible principles, our relationship with Jehovah improves. (Read Hebrews 5:13, 14.) Young children may need an extensive list of laws, or rules, so that they will know how to act in various situations. They may obey these rules simply out of fear of punishment. But Jehovah treats us, not as young children, but as mature adults. He trusts us to make decisions that are in harmony with his will, and when we do so, this brings great joy to his heart.​—Ps. 147:11; Prov. 23:15, 26; 27:11.

HOW CAN WE IDENTIFY BIBLE PRINCIPLES?

10. How can we identify Bible principles?


Your answer



10 When we search the Bible for lessons, we find principles that help us to understand how Jehovah thinks and feels about matters. We can also identify principles when we look for the reasons behind certain laws. The more we understand the reasons, the more we understand Jehovah. But in order to understand God’s thinking, we must pray to him for help and we must develop our own thinking ability. (Prov. 2:10-12) We can ask ourselves such questions as: ‘Why did God give this law? If Jehovah does not approve of this conduct, how would he feel about similar conduct? What lesson do I learn from this Bible account, and how can I apply it in my life?’ Once we identify the reasons and the lessons behind the laws and the accounts in the Bible, we will be able to make good decisions in life​—decisions that are in harmony with Jehovah’s will.

11. In what way did Jesus show us how to identify Bible principles in his Sermon on the Mount? (See also picture.)


Your answer



11 In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus showed us how we can identify Bible principles. Let us examine three examples. In each case, Jesus first stated the law. Then he revealed the thinking, or the principle, behind that law. As we meditate on what Jesus revealed, we will see how these principles can be applied in our modern world. At the same time, we will discern the practical benefits of these life lessons.



[image: Jesus sitting under a tree, teaching a group of his disciples.]

In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus showed us how to identify the Bible principles behind God’s laws (See paragraph 11)







12. What is one principle behind the law stated at Matthew 5:21, 22? (See also picture.)


Your answer



12 Read Matthew 5:21, 22. “You must not murder.” What is one principle behind this law? Jehovah does not want us to hate others​—in action, word, or even thought. Jesus indicated that even though a person may not commit an act of murder, he could still violate the reason for that law if he hates his brother. If someone “continues wrathful with his brother” or verbally abuses him, the individual who is wrathful would still be “accountable.” In fact, these are the very attitudes and actions that lead to murder.​—1 John 3:15.

13. How can we apply the principle found at Matthew 5:21, 22 in our life? (See also picture.)


Your answer



13 How can the principle found at Matthew 5:21, 22 be applied today? We should avoid becoming resentful or holding a grudge. (Lev. 19:18; Job 36:13) Why? Because these feelings can stir up hatred in our heart, which may lead to hurtful speech or actions. (Prov. 10:12) This includes gossip and slander that can damage or ruin the reputation of others. (Prov. 20:19; 25:23) So even before there were such things as social media, blogs, the Internet, or messaging apps, Jesus provided a principle that would alert mature Christians to the possible dangers when using these modern tools. In all situations, though, we should avoid hateful speech that could lead to what is often called character assassination.



[image: Collage: 1. The text block states the Bible law: “You must not murder.” 2. Two sisters gossip while another sister listens uncomfortably to what they are saying.]

(See paragraphs 12-13)







14. What is the principle behind the law stated at Matthew 5:27, 28? (See also picture.)


Your answer



14 Read Matthew 5:27, 28. “You must not commit adultery.” What is the principle behind this law? Jehovah hates not only immorality but also thoughts that can lead to immoral conduct. Jesus explained that if a married man continues to look at a woman (other than his wife) in such a way as to have a passion for her, he has sinned. So immoral thoughts should be avoided at all costs, even if this requires intense effort on our part. (Matt. 5:29, 30) This principle also applies to single Christians.

15. How can the principle found at Matthew 5:27, 28 be applied today? (See also picture.)


Your answer



15 How can the principle found at Matthew 5:27, 28 be applied today? We should avoid dwelling on immoral desires. (2 Sam. 11:2-4; Job 31:1-3) Obviously, then, a mature Christian avoids all forms of pornography. He does not reason that he is only looking at immorality, so he is not doing anything wrong. He does not try to excuse such activity as simply looking at “soft porn,” which some consider to be less offensive than more explicit forms of pornography. In Jesus’ day, there were no electronic devices, movies, or photographs. Even so, Jesus gave us a principle that teaches us how Jehovah feels about the material that might be published on such modern devices. This helps us understand that Jehovah would be greatly displeased by such modern practices as sexting or engaging in virtual activities that mimic sexual immorality. Heeding this principle helps a married person to avoid dealing treacherously with his or her marriage mate. (Mal. 2:15) It also helps all Christians​—married or single—​to avoid anything that could lead to sexual immorality.​—Prov. 5:3-14.



[image: Collage: 1. The text block states the Bible law: “You must not commit adultery.” 2. A brother deletes a social media app from his phone.]

(See paragraphs 14-15)







16. What is the principle behind the law stated at Matthew 5:43, 44? (See also picture.)


Your answer



16 Read Matthew 5:43, 44. “You must love your neighbor.” What is the principle behind this law? Jehovah wants us to view all as our neighbor and show them love. Sadly, the Jews in Jesus’ day had misapplied this instruction to mean that they could hate their enemies. But Jesus knew that this was not the intent of this law. He knew that his loving heavenly Father expects us to view everyone as our neighbor, regardless of race or nationality.​—Matt. 5:45-48.

17. What is the benefit of applying the principle found at Matthew 5:43, 44 in our life? (See also picture.)


Your answer



17 How can we apply the principle found at Matthew 5:43, 44 today? Love of neighbor will move us to refuse to get involved in this world’s wars and conflicts. (Isa. 2:4; Mic. 4:3) It will help us to deal kindly with those who are from a different racial, national, or religious background. (Acts 10:34, 35) It will also help us to forgive others who have hurt us or have hurt those whom we love.​—Matt. 18:21, 22; Mark 11:25; Luke 17:3, 4.



[image: Collage: 1. The text block states the Bible law: “You must love your neighbor.” 2. A couple in the ministry show the “Enjoy Life Forever!” brochure to a man of a different race in a market.]

(See paragraphs 16-17)







BE DETERMINED TO LIVE BY BIBLE PRINCIPLES

18. (a) What should we be determined to do? (b) What will we discuss in the next article?


Your answers



18 How grateful we are that Jehovah is willing to treat us as adults and not as small children! He wants us to apply Bible principles that will help us with the decisions we regularly make. (1 Cor. 14:20) As we make those decisions, let us be determined to “keep perceiving what the will of Jehovah is.” (Eph. 5:17) Our love for Jehovah, not fear of punishment, will help us make decisions that are in harmony with his will. But there is another gift that will help us in this endeavor. It is our conscience. That is what we will discuss in the next article.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What is a Bible principle?


Your answer





	  How do principles differ from laws?


Your answer





	  What are some of the principles that Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount?


Your answer












SONG 95 The Light Gets Brighter



^  Christians are often called on to weigh Bible principles carefully. We need to understand how Bible principles relate to one another and to decisions that we may need to make. We can use our God-given power of reason, or thinking abilities, to make balanced decisions that will have Jehovah’s approval and blessing. In the first century, this way of worship was a change for many Jews who had become Christians. They had previously lived their life following the many rules dictated by tradition.






^ (Rom. 12:1) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason.



^  (Heb. 4:12) For the word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged sword and pierces even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and of joints from the marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and intentions of the heart.



^  (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^  (1 Tim. 4:10) This is why we are working hard and exerting ourselves, because we have rested our hope on a living God, who is a Savior of all sorts of men, especially of faithful ones.



^  (Rom. 16:26, 27) but has now been made manifest* and has been made known through the prophetic Scriptures among all the nations according to the command of the everlasting God to promote obedience by faith; 27 to God, who alone is wise, be the glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.

Or “revealed.”


^  (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’



^  (Ps. 119:111) I take your reminders as my permanent possession,* For they are the joy of my heart.

Or “my eternal heritage.”


^  (Isa. 40:8) The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, But the word of our God endures forever.”



^  (Jas. 2:11) For the one who said, “You must not commit adultery,” also said, “You must not murder.” If, now, you do not commit adultery but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of law.



^  (Gal. 5:13) You were called to freedom, brothers; only do not use this freedom as an opportunity to pursue fleshly desires, but through love slave for one another.



^ (Rom. 12:1, 2) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason. 2 And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^  (Rom. 12:1, 2) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason. 2 And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^ (Heb. 5:13, 14) For everyone who continues to feed on milk is unacquainted with the word of righteousness, for he is a young child. 14 But solid food belongs to mature people, to those who through use have their powers of discernment trained to distinguish both right and wrong.



^  (Heb. 5:13, 14) For everyone who continues to feed on milk is unacquainted with the word of righteousness, for he is a young child. 14 But solid food belongs to mature people, to those who through use have their powers of discernment trained to distinguish both right and wrong.



^  (Ps. 147:11) Jehovah finds pleasure in those who fear him, In those waiting for his loyal love.



^  (Prov. 23:15) My son, if your heart becomes wise, Then my own heart will rejoice.



^  (Prov. 23:26) My son, do give your heart to me, And may your eyes take pleasure in my ways.



^  (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^  (Prov. 2:10-12) When wisdom enters your heart And knowledge becomes pleasant to your soul,* 11 Thinking ability will keep watch over you, And discernment will safeguard you, 12 To save you from the bad course, From the man speaking perverse things,

See Glossary.


^ (Matt. 5:21, 22) “You heard that it was said to those of ancient times: ‘You must not murder, but whoever commits a murder will be accountable to the court of justice.’ 22 However, I say to you that everyone who continues wrathful with his brother will be accountable to the court of justice; and whoever addresses his brother with an unspeakable word of contempt will be accountable to the Supreme Court; whereas whoever says, ‘You despicable fool!’ will be liable to the fiery Ge·henʹna.



^  (Matt. 5:21, 22) “You heard that it was said to those of ancient times: ‘You must not murder, but whoever commits a murder will be accountable to the court of justice.’ 22 However, I say to you that everyone who continues wrathful with his brother will be accountable to the court of justice; and whoever addresses his brother with an unspeakable word of contempt will be accountable to the Supreme Court; whereas whoever says, ‘You despicable fool!’ will be liable to the fiery Ge·henʹna.



^  (1 John 3:15) Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer,* and you know that no murderer has everlasting life remaining in him.

Or “manslayer.”


^ (Matt. 5:21, 22) “You heard that it was said to those of ancient times: ‘You must not murder, but whoever commits a murder will be accountable to the court of justice.’ 22 However, I say to you that everyone who continues wrathful with his brother will be accountable to the court of justice; and whoever addresses his brother with an unspeakable word of contempt will be accountable to the Supreme Court; whereas whoever says, ‘You despicable fool!’ will be liable to the fiery Ge·henʹna.



^  (Matt. 5:21, 22) “You heard that it was said to those of ancient times: ‘You must not murder, but whoever commits a murder will be accountable to the court of justice.’ 22 However, I say to you that everyone who continues wrathful with his brother will be accountable to the court of justice; and whoever addresses his brother with an unspeakable word of contempt will be accountable to the Supreme Court; whereas whoever says, ‘You despicable fool!’ will be liable to the fiery Ge·henʹna.



^  (Lev. 19:18) “‘You must not take vengeance nor hold a grudge against the sons of your people, and you must love your fellow man as yourself. I am Jehovah.



^  (Job 36:13) The godless* at heart will harbor resentment. They do not cry for help even when he binds them.

Or “apostate.”


^  (Prov. 10:12) Hatred is what stirs up contentions, But love covers over all transgressions.



^  (Prov. 20:19) A slanderer goes about revealing confidential talk; Do not associate with one who loves to gossip.*

Or “who entices with his lips.”


^  (Prov. 25:23) The north wind brings a downpour, And a gossiping tongue brings an angry face.



^ (Matt. 5:27, 28) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.



^  (Matt. 5:27, 28) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.



^  (Matt. 5:29, 30) If, now, your right eye is making you stumble, tear it out and throw it away from you. For it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be pitched into Ge·henʹna. 30 Also, if your right hand is making you stumble, cut it off and throw it away from you. For it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to land in Ge·henʹna.



^ (Matt. 5:27, 28) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.



^  (Matt. 5:27, 28) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.



^  (2 Sam. 11:2-4) One evening* David got up from his bed and walked around on the rooftop of the king’s house.* From the rooftop he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful. 3 David sent someone to inquire about the woman, and he reported: “Is this not Bath-sheʹba the daughter of E·liʹam and the wife of U·riʹah the Hitʹtite?” 4 Then David sent messengers to bring her. So she came in to him, and he lay down with her. (This happened while she was purifying herself from her uncleanness.*) Afterward, she returned to her house.

Or “Late one afternoon.”
Or “palace.”
Possibly her menstrual uncleanness.


^  (Job 31:1-3) “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?  2 What, then, would be my share from God above, What inheritance from the Almighty on high?  3 Does not disaster await the wrongdoer And calamity those doing what is harmful?



^  (Mal. 2:15) But there was one who did not do it, for he had what remained of the spirit. And what was that one seeking? The offspring* of God. So guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and do not deal treacherously with the wife of your youth.

Lit., “seed.”


^  (Prov. 5:3-14) For the lips of a wayward* woman drip like a honeycomb, And her mouth is smoother than oil.  4 But in the end she is as bitter as wormwood And as sharp as a two-edged sword.  5 Her feet descend into death. Her steps lead straight to the Grave.*  6 She gives no thought to the path of life. Her course wanders, but she does not know where.  7 Now, my sons, listen to me And do not turn away from what I am saying.  8 Stay far away from her; Do not go near the entrance of her house,  9 So that you may not give your dignity to others Nor reap years of what is cruel; 10 So that strangers may not drain your resources* And what you labored for go to the house of a foreigner. 11 Otherwise, you will groan at the end of your life When your flesh and body waste away 12 And you say: “How I hated discipline! How my heart despised reproof! 13 I did not listen to the voice of my instructors Or pay attention to my teachers. 14 I have come to the brink of complete ruin In the midst of the entire congregation.”*

Lit., “strange.” See Pr 2:16.
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “power.”
Lit., “In the midst of the assembly and the congregation.”


^ (Matt. 5:43, 44) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you,



^  (Matt. 5:43, 44) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you,



^  (Matt. 5:45-48) so that you may prove yourselves sons of your Father who is in the heavens, since he makes his sun rise on both the wicked and the good and makes it rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those loving you, what reward do you have? Are not also the tax collectors doing the same thing? 47 And if you greet your brothers only, what extraordinary thing are you doing? Are not also the people of the nations doing the same thing? 48 You must accordingly be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.



^ (Matt. 5:43, 44) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you,



^  (Matt. 5:43, 44) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you,



^  (Isa. 2:4) He will render judgment among the nations And set matters straight* respecting many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.

Or “correct matters.”


^  (Mic. 4:3) He will render judgment among many peoples And set matters straight* respecting mighty nations far away. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.

Or “correct matters.”


^  (Acts 10:34, 35) At this Peter began to speak, and he said: “Now I truly understand that God is not partial, 35 but in every nation the man who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.



^  (Matt. 18:21, 22) Then Peter came and said to him: “Lord, how many times is my brother to sin against me and am I to forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him: “I say to you, not up to seven times, but up to 77 times.



^  (Mark 11:25) And when you stand praying, forgive whatever you have against anyone, so that your Father who is in the heavens may also forgive you your trespasses.”



^  (Luke 17:3, 4) Pay attention to yourselves. If your brother commits a sin, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4 Even if he sins seven times a day against you and he comes back to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”



^  (1 Cor. 14:20) Brothers, do not become young children in your understanding, but be young children as to badness; and become full-grown in your understanding.



^  (Eph. 5:17) On this account stop being unreasonable, but keep perceiving what the will of Jehovah is.









JULY 13-19, 2026




SONG 127 The Sort of Person I Should Be



Your Conscience​—Use Bible Principles to Train It



“Each one will carry his own load.”​—GAL. 6:5.




FOCUS

To show how Bible principles can help us to train our conscience to be a good guide.




1-2. (a) What gift were Adam and Eve given? (b) How should they have shown their appreciation for that gift?


Your answers



ANIMALS act according to instinct. Many machines can be programmed to operate a certain way. But humans are different. We are created with a special gift, one that true Christians treasure. That gift is free will​—that is, the ability to make our own decisions and choices in life. The Bible tells us that the first man, Adam, was made in God’s image, or likeness. (Gen. 1:26, 27) As intelligent creatures, both Adam and his wife, Eve, were given the opportunity to make their own decisions.

2 Jehovah did not give Adam and Eve a long list of laws. He simply told them to care for the earth, to populate it with their children, and to respect his right to set reasonable limits on what they were allowed to do. (Gen. 1:28; 2:16, 17) How should Adam and Eve have shown appreciation to the One who gave them the gift of free will? In light of all that Jehovah had given them, they should have been moved to obey these basic commands because of their love for him and their desire to make him happy.​—Prov. 23:15.

 3. How did Adam and Eve use their gift of free will?


Your answer



3 As the Bible record reveals, Adam and Eve did not use their free will wisely. Instead, they decided to disobey Jehovah. Their decision was not guided by love and appreciation for Jehovah but, rather, by selfishness. (Gen. 3:1-7) The outcome of that decision still plagues us today.​—Rom. 5:12.

 4. (a) According to Galatians 6:5, what must we all do? (b) What other gift will we discuss in this article?


Your answers



4 Today our lives are extremely complicated. Each day, we need to make numerous decisions. (Read Galatians 6:5.) Some are relatively simple, but others are more complex. How can we make decisions that will please Jehovah? We must first acknowledge that we need Jehovah’s help. (Prov. 16:3; Jer. 10:23) Even the perfect man Jesus saw the need for God’s help. (Heb. 5:7) As imperfect humans, we are in much greater need of guidance than Jesus was. Let us now discuss another God-given gift that will help us to make right decisions​—our conscience.

WHAT IS THE CONSCIENCE?

 5. (a) What is the conscience? (b) How does the conscience come to our aid? (Romans 2:14, 15)


Your answers



5 Our conscience is our inner sense of right and wrong. Even a person who knows nothing about God’s laws has a conscience. (2 Cor. 4:2) Our conscience is like a judge inside of us who can either accuse us or excuse us for our thoughts and actions. (Read Romans 2:14, 15.) Our conscience can warn us against doing what we know is wrong. (1 Sam. 26:8-11) Or it can push us to do what we know is right. Having the gift of free will alone does not ensure that every decision we make is acceptable to Jehovah. Our conscience should help us discern the difference between a good decision and a bad one.

 6. What problem do we have with our conscience?


Your answer



6 But there is a problem with our conscience. Just as we are imperfect, our conscience is also imperfect. It can be negatively affected by our upbringing, our culture, and our sinful desires. The Bible says that a conscience can become “weak,” “defiled,” “seared as with a branding iron,” or even “wicked.” (1 Cor. 8:12; Titus 1:15; 1 Tim. 4:2; Heb. 10:22) Such a conscience no longer acts as a good guide. It is like an inaccurate scale that needs to be recalibrated. Our conscience, then, must be properly maintained in order to keep it in good condition. (1 Pet. 3:16) How can we do that?

HOW TO TRAIN OUR CONSCIENCE

7-8. (a) What will help us to train our conscience? (b) How do Bible principles help to guide us? Illustrate. (See also picture.)


Your answers



7 How can we train our conscience? We must regularly read the Bible and learn what is right and what is wrong from Jehovah’s viewpoint. Studying God’s laws will help us to understand his thinking. But, as mentioned in the preceding article, specific laws may be limited in application. That is why we must also look for principles, since they give us a much broader understanding of Jehovah’s thinking and feelings.​—Isa. 55:9.

8 Our journey in life could be likened to a walk through a wilderness. Imagine a wilderness without clearly defined roads, paths, or road signs. The position of the sun and the stars may indicate the general direction we should take in order to reach our destination. But a map that highlights certain landmarks along the way would be even more helpful. Such a map would reassure us that we are walking in the right direction and would help us recognize when we make any deviation from that direction. Our destination in life is to please Jehovah. The Bible is like a map that gives us specific direction. Bible principles are like the landmarks along the way. Walking in harmony with those principles will ensure that we reach our destination.



[image: A hiker in the desert, checking his map for landmarks to confirm he is headed toward his destination.]

Bible principles are like the landmarks along the way that reassure us that we are walking in the right direction (See paragraph 8)







 9. What other help is identified at Romans 9:1 that will assist us in training our conscience?


Your answer



9 To train our conscience correctly, we need the help of God’s holy spirit. (Read Romans 9:1.) Holy spirit will help us to understand God’s thinking on matters. It can also motivate and energize us to do things in accord with Jehovah’s will. (Phil. 2:13) But how can we get the help of Jehovah’s holy spirit?

10. How can we get the help of the holy spirit? (Luke 11:10, 13)


Your answer



10 Pray for holy spirit. (Read Luke 11:10, 13.) We can be confident that Jehovah is openhanded when it comes to giving us his holy spirit. (John 3:34) He gives it generously to those who act in harmony with its leadings. (Prov. 1:23; Jas. 1:5) But what else will help us to train our conscience?

11. (a) What should be our main goal in life? (b) Why do we need to make sure that our conscience is trained and working properly?


Your answers



11 Always seek Jehovah’s approval. (Prov. 8:34, 35) That should be our main goal in life. If we keep that goal in our mind in every situation we face in life, this may help to train our conscience. A well-trained conscience is the combination of a mind that is attuned to how Jehovah thinks and a heart that cares about how he feels. When we consider how complicated life is today, we realize how important a well-trained conscience is. We often face situations that are not specifically mentioned in the Bible. These situations may involve our entertainment, our work, our education, or our relationships with others. So how can we be sure that Jehovah approves of the decisions we make on these matters?​—2 Cor. 1:12.

12. What will help us to know if our conscience is leading us in the right direction? (Ephesians 5:10)


Your answer



12 Meditate on what you read in God’s Word. (Ps. 49:3) When you read the Bible, look for principles that will help you to understand Jehovah’s thinking. (Read Ephesians 5:10.) As we navigate through the difficult problems we face in life, we need to look for principles in the Bible that will aid us in knowing whether our conscience is helping us to make the right decisions. (Prov. 2:4-9, 11-13) These principles can help us to readjust and correct our conscience as needed to ensure that we stay on course.​—Heb. 5:14.

13. What should we avoid doing? Give an example.


Your answer



13 Do not make a decision and then search for principles to support it. We do not want to imitate the Israelites who remained in the land of Judah after the destruction of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. They told Jeremiah: “May Jehovah your God tell us the way we should walk and what we should do.” (Jer. 42:3-6) But they had already decided what course of action they were going to take. When Jehovah’s direction did not please them, they stuck to their original decision. This led to disaster. (Jer. 42:19-22; 43:1, 2, 4) So before we make a decision, we need to search for Bible principles that reveal Jehovah’s thinking and then act in harmony with it.

14. Why do we need to apply Bible principles when making decisions?


Your answer



14 Make decisions based on Bible principles. (Matt. 7:24-29; Jas. 1:23-25) When we make decisions based on Bible principles, we work in harmony with the holy spirit. As a result, Jehovah continues to grant us his spirit. (Acts 5:32) However, if we ignore the leadings of Jehovah’s spirit, we could find ourselves “grieving,” or working against, the holy spirit. (Eph. 4:30; Isa. 63:10; Acts 7:51) Jehovah could even withhold his spirit from us. (Ps. 51:11; 1 Thess. 5:19) That would be disastrous because we need the power and strength that comes from the holy spirit.​—Eph. 3:16.

HOW TO FIND APPLICABLE BIBLE PRINCIPLES

15-16. (a) How can we find applicable Bible principles? (b) What Bible principles can help a Bible student to gain the strength to quit smoking?


Your answers



15 Make use of study tools. Before we can apply Bible principles, we need to be able to identify them in the Scriptures. For example, what if your Bible student is reluctant to stop smoking? He may reason: ‘Smoking is not mentioned in the Bible. So how do we know that it is wrong?’ How can you help him find the applicable Bible principles and reason on them? One valuable tool is the Research Guide for Jehovah’s Witnesses. You could direct your student to the heading “Tobacco and Smoking.” Under that heading, he would see the reference to the article “What Is God’s View of Smoking?” (See The Watchtower of June 1, 2014.) As he reads that article, what scriptures and principles would he find?

16 Consider five of the principles mentioned in that article. (1) We should not become a slave to something that leads to death. (Rom. 6:16) (2) We should avoid anything that would harm our body. (2 Cor. 7:1) (3) Jehovah wants us to serve him whole-souled. (Matt. 22:37) (4) We should not harm others by our actions. (Matt. 22:39; 1 Cor. 10:24) (5) Jehovah can give us the strength to do what is right. (Phil. 4:13) So even though smoking is not specifically mentioned in the Bible, the principles found therein can help your student discern Jehovah’s thinking.

17. How could a Witness couple planning a wedding find relevant Bible principles to help them?


Your answer



17 How could a Witness couple planning a wedding find relevant Bible principles that would help them make good decisions? Again, the Research Guide can help. Under the heading “Weddings and Receptions,” there is a list of articles that include basic Bible principles. Consider six principles that a couple could consider. (1) All the arrangements should honor Jehovah. (1 Cor. 10:31, 32) (2) Our clothing should be appropriate, modest, and not extreme. (1 Tim. 2:9; 1 Pet. 3:3, 4) (3) We should avoid showy displays that imitate Satan’s world. (John 17:14; Jas. 1:27; 1 John 2:15, 16) (4) The arrangements should be orderly. (1 Cor. 14:40) (5) Receptions should not be wild parties marked by drunkenness. (Gal. 5:21) (6) Someone should have the responsibility to oversee the event.​—John 2:8, 9.

18-19. (a) What other tool can help us? (b) What principles can you find using this tool that will help you with decisions concerning celebrations? (See the box “Can You Discern the Principles?”)


Your answers



18 Another tool that many have found beneficial is Scriptures for Christian Living. This publication lists scriptures under a variety of practical topics. Once you have selected the topic, you will see a list of questions along with scriptures that can help you to discern Bible principles. For example, a Christian may wonder whether he should attend a certain celebration. If he turns to the heading “Celebrations,” he will find the subheading “Celebrations that Christians avoid.”

19 Consider some of the material highlighted under that section: “Why is it wrong to share in celebrations that are contaminated by false religion? (1Co 10:21; 2Co 6:14-18; Eph 5:10, 11).” Examples are then given of such celebrations. Under the subheading “Nationalistic celebrations,” Scriptural principles are listed that apply when considering whether a Christian should celebrate events of a nation’s political history, commemorate wars of a nation, or participate in ceremonies that give worshipful honor to prominent men. How thankful we are that Jehovah’s organization gives us such tools to help us train our conscience!

Can You Discern the Principles?


Scriptures for Christian Living contains many Bible principles on a variety of subjects. Why not consider some of the topics below for a Family Worship project to see if you can discern the Bible principles?

	  Drinking



	  Forgiveness



	  Friendship With the World



	  Honesty



	  Idolatry



	  Interfaith



	  Lying



	  Money



	  Neutrality



	  Pornography



	  Recreation



	  Settling Personal Differences



	  Wrong Practices









PROVE THAT YOU HAVE A WELL-TRAINED CONSCIENCE

20. How can we show that we have trained our conscience properly?


Your answer



20 We treasure the gift of free will. But we also realize that we must train our conscience so that we can use our free will responsibly. A well-trained conscience will help us to make decisions that bring honor to Jehovah and are in harmony with his will. To do this, we need the help of Jehovah’s holy spirit. So we must continue to ask for holy spirit and then work in harmony with its leadings. Bible principles will also help to guide our conscience. May we use these gifts properly and then see the power of God’s Word in our life.​—2 Tim. 3:16, 17; Heb. 4:12.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What is the conscience?


Your answer





	  How can we train our conscience?


Your answer





	  How can Bible principles help us when making decisions?


Your answer












SONG 135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”





^ (Gal. 6:5) For each one will carry his own load.



^  (Gen. 1:26, 27) Then God said: “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and the domestic animals and all the earth and every creeping animal that is moving on the earth.” 27 And God went on to create the man in his image, in God’s image he created him; male and female he created them.



^  (Gen. 1:28) Further, God blessed them, and God said to them: “Be fruitful and become many, fill the earth and subdue it, and have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and every living creature that is moving on the earth.”



^  (Gen. 2:16, 17) Jehovah God also gave this command to the man: “From every tree of the garden you may eat to satisfaction. 17 But as for the tree of the knowledge of good and bad, you must not eat from it, for in the day you eat from it you will certainly die.”



^  (Prov. 23:15) My son, if your heart becomes wise, Then my own heart will rejoice.



^  (Gen. 3:1-7) Now the serpent was the most cautious* of all the wild animals of the field that Jehovah God had made. So it said to the woman: “Did God really say that you must not eat from every tree of the garden?” 2 At this the woman said to the serpent: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden. 3 But God has said about the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden: ‘You must not eat from it, no, you must not touch it; otherwise you will die.’” 4 At this the serpent said to the woman: “You certainly will not die. 5 For God knows that in the very day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and bad.” 6 Consequently, the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was something desirable to the eyes, yes, the tree was pleasing to look at. So she began taking of its fruit and eating it. Afterward, she also gave some to her husband when he was with her, and he began eating it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked. So they sewed fig leaves together and made loin coverings for themselves.

Or “shrewdest; craftiest.”


^  (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^ (Gal. 6:5) For each one will carry his own load.



^  (Gal. 6:5) For each one will carry his own load.



^  (Prov. 16:3) Commit to Jehovah whatever you do,* And your plans will succeed.

Lit., “Roll to Jehovah your works.”


^  (Jer. 10:23) I well know, O Jehovah, that man’s way does not belong to him. It does not belong to man who is walking even to direct his step.



^  (Heb. 5:7) During his life on earth,* Christ offered up supplications and also petitions, with strong outcries and tears, to the One who was able to save him out of death, and he was favorably heard for his godly fear.

Lit., “In the days of his flesh.”


^ (Rom. 2:14, 15) For when people of the nations, who do not have law, do by nature the things of the law, these people, although not having law, are a law to themselves. 15 They are the very ones who demonstrate the matter of the law to be written in their hearts, while their conscience is bearing witness with them, and by* their own thoughts they are being accused or even excused.

Lit., “between.”


^  (2 Cor. 4:2) But we have renounced the shameful, underhanded things, not walking with cunning or adulterating the word of God; but by making the truth manifest, we recommend ourselves to every human conscience in the sight of God.



^  (Rom. 2:14, 15) For when people of the nations, who do not have law, do by nature the things of the law, these people, although not having law, are a law to themselves. 15 They are the very ones who demonstrate the matter of the law to be written in their hearts, while their conscience is bearing witness with them, and by* their own thoughts they are being accused or even excused.

Lit., “between.”


^  (1 Sam. 26:8-11) A·bishʹai now said to David: “Today God has surrendered your enemy into your hand. And now, please, let me pin him to the ground with the spear just once, and I will not need to do it twice.” 9 However, David said to A·bishʹai: “Do not harm him, for who can lift his hand against the anointed of Jehovah and remain innocent?” 10 David continued: “As surely as Jehovah is living, Jehovah himself will strike him down, or his day will come and he will die, or he will go down into battle and perish. 11 It is unthinkable from Jehovah’s standpoint for me to lift my hand against the anointed of Jehovah! So now take, please, the spear next to his head and the water jug, and let us be on our way.”



^  (1 Cor. 8:12) When you sin against your brothers in this way and wound their weak conscience, you are sinning against Christ.



^  (Titus 1:15) All things are clean to clean people; but to those who are defiled and faithless, nothing is clean, for both their minds and their consciences are defiled.



^  (1 Tim. 4:2) by means of the hypocrisy of men who speak lies, whose conscience is seared as with a branding iron.



^  (Heb. 10:22) let us approach with sincere hearts and complete faith, having had our hearts sprinkled clean from a wicked conscience and our bodies bathed with clean water.



^  (1 Pet. 3:16) Maintain a good conscience, so that in whatever way you are spoken against, those who speak against you may be put to shame because of your good conduct as followers of Christ.



^  (Isa. 55:9) “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So my ways are higher than your ways And my thoughts than your thoughts.



^ (Rom. 9:1) I am telling the truth in Christ; I am not lying, as my conscience bears witness with me in holy spirit,



^  (Rom. 9:1) I am telling the truth in Christ; I am not lying, as my conscience bears witness with me in holy spirit,



^  (Phil. 2:13) For God is the one who for the sake of his good pleasure energizes you, giving you both the desire and the power to act.



^ (Luke 11:10) For everyone asking receives, and everyone seeking finds, and to everyone knocking, it will be opened.



^ (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^  (Luke 11:10) For everyone asking receives, and everyone seeking finds, and to everyone knocking, it will be opened.



^  (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^  (John 3:34) For the one whom God sent speaks the sayings of God, for He does not give the spirit sparingly.*

Or “by measure.”


^  (Prov. 1:23) Respond to my reproof.* Then I will pour out my spirit for you; I will make my words known to you.

Or “Turn back when I reprove.”


^  (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”


^  (Prov. 8:34, 35) Happy is the man who listens to me By coming early to* my doors day by day, By waiting next to my doorposts; 35 For the one finding me will find life, And he receives approval from Jehovah.

Or “By keeping awake at.”


^  (2 Cor. 1:12) For the thing we boast of is this, our conscience bears witness that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially toward you, with holiness and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but with God’s undeserved kindness.



^ (Eph. 5:10) Keep on making sure of what is acceptable to the Lord;



^  (Ps. 49:3) My own mouth will speak wisdom, And the meditation of my heart will show understanding.



^  (Eph. 5:10) Keep on making sure of what is acceptable to the Lord;



^  (Prov. 2:4-9) If you keep seeking for it as for silver, And you keep searching for it as for hidden treasures;  5 Then you will understand the fear of Jehovah, And you will find the knowledge of God.  6 For Jehovah himself gives wisdom; From his mouth come knowledge and discernment.  7 He treasures up practical wisdom for the upright; He is a shield for those walking in integrity.  8 He watches over the paths of justice, And he will guard the way of his loyal ones.  9 Then you will understand what is righteous and just and fair, The entire course of what is good.



^  (Prov. 2:11-13) Thinking ability will keep watch over you, And discernment will safeguard you, 12 To save you from the bad course, From the man speaking perverse things, 13 From those leaving the upright paths To walk in the ways of darkness,



^  (Heb. 5:14) But solid food belongs to mature people, to those who through use have their powers of discernment trained to distinguish both right and wrong.



^  (Jer. 42:3-6) May Jehovah your God tell us the way we should walk and what we should do.” 4 Jeremiah the prophet replied to them: “I have heard you, and I am praying to Jehovah your God according to your request; and every word that Jehovah answers you, I will tell you. I will not hold back a word from you.” 5 They replied to Jeremiah: “May Jehovah be a true and faithful witness against us if we do not do exactly as Jehovah your God instructs us through you. 6 Whether good or bad, we will obey the voice of Jehovah our God, to whom we are sending you, so that it may go well with us because we obey the voice of Jehovah our God.”



^  (Jer. 42:19-22) “Jehovah has spoken against you, O remnant of Judah. Do not go to Egypt. You should know for a certainty that I have warned you today 20 that your error will cost you your lives.* For you sent me to Jehovah your God, saying, ‘Pray in our behalf to Jehovah our God, and tell us everything that Jehovah our God says, and we will do it.’ 21 And I told you today, but you will not obey the voice of Jehovah your God or do anything he sent me to tell you. 22 Therefore, know for a certainty that by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence you will die in the place where you desire to go and reside.”

Or “souls.”


^  (Jer. 43:1, 2) When Jeremiah had finished speaking to all the people all these words from Jehovah their God, every single word that Jehovah their God had sent him to tell them, 2 Az·a·riʹah the son of Ho·shaiʹah, Jo·haʹnan the son of Ka·reʹah, and all the presumptuous men said to Jeremiah: “What you are saying is a lie! Jehovah our God has not sent you to say, ‘Do not go to Egypt to reside there.’



^  (Jer. 43:4) So Jo·haʹnan the son of Ka·reʹah and all the army chiefs and all the people disobeyed the voice of Jehovah to remain in the land of Judah.



^  (Matt. 7:24-29) “Therefore, everyone who hears these sayings of mine and does them will be like a discreet man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and lashed against that house, but it did not cave in, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 Furthermore, everyone hearing these sayings of mine and not doing them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and struck against that house, and it caved in, and its collapse was great.” 28 When Jesus finished these sayings, the effect was that the crowds were astounded at his way of teaching, 29 for he was teaching them as a person having authority, and not as their scribes.



^  (Jas. 1:23-25) For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, this one is like a man looking at his own face* in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself, and he goes away and immediately forgets what sort of person he is. 25 But the one who peers into the perfect law that belongs to freedom and continues in it has become, not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work; and he will be happy in what he does.

Or “his natural face.”


^  (Acts 5:32) And we are witnesses of these matters, and so is the holy spirit, which God has given to those obeying him as ruler.”



^  (Eph. 4:30) Also, do not be grieving God’s holy spirit, with which you have been sealed for a day of releasing by ransom.



^  (Isa. 63:10) But they rebelled and grieved his holy spirit. He then turned into their enemy, And he fought against them.



^  (Acts 7:51) “Obstinate men and uncircumcised in hearts and ears, you are always resisting the holy spirit; as your forefathers did, so you do.



^  (Ps. 51:11) Do not cast me out from your presence; And do not take your holy spirit away from me.



^  (1 Thess. 5:19) Do not put out the fire of the spirit.



^  (Eph. 3:16) I pray that he may grant you through the abundance* of his glory to be made mighty in the man you are inside, with power through his spirit,

Or “riches.”


^  (Rom. 6:16) Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey, either of sin leading to death or of obedience leading to righteousness?



^  (2 Cor. 7:1) Therefore, since we have these promises, beloved ones, let us cleanse ourselves of every defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.



^  (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’



^  (Matt. 22:39) The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’



^  (1 Cor. 10:24) Let each one keep seeking, not his own advantage, but that of the other person.



^  (Phil. 4:13) For all things I have the strength through the one who gives me power.



^  (1 Cor. 10:31, 32) Therefore, whether you are eating or drinking or doing anything else, do all things for God’s glory. 32 Keep from becoming causes for stumbling to Jews as well as Greeks and to the congregation of God,



^  (1 Tim. 2:9) Likewise, the women should adorn themselves in appropriate dress, with modesty and soundness of mind, not with styles of hair braiding and gold or pearls or very expensive clothing,



^  (1 Pet. 3:3, 4) Do not let your adornment be external—the braiding of hair and the wearing of gold ornaments or fine clothing— 4 but let it be the secret person of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of God.



^  (John 17:14) I have given your word to them, but the world has hated them, because they are no part of the world, just as I am no part of the world.



^  (Jas. 1:27) The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “The religion.”


^  (1 John 2:15, 16) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^  (1 Cor. 14:40) But let all things take place decently and by arrangement.



^  (Gal. 5:21) envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and things like these. I am forewarning you about these things, the same way I already warned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit God’s Kingdom.



^  (John 2:8, 9) Then he said to them: “Now draw some out and take it to the director of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the director of the feast tasted the water that had now been turned into wine, not knowing where it came from (although the servants who had drawn out the water knew), the director of the feast called the bridegroom



^  (1 Cor. 10:21) You cannot be drinking the cup of Jehovah and the cup of demons; you cannot be partaking of “the table of Jehovah” and the table of demons.



^  (2 Cor. 6:14-18) Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what fellowship do righteousness and lawlessness have? Or what sharing does light have with darkness? 15 Further, what harmony is there between Christ and Beʹli·al? Or what does a believer share in common with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement does God’s temple have with idols? For we are a temple of a living God; just as God said: “I will reside among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 17 “‘Therefore, get out from among them, and separate yourselves,’ says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the unclean thing’”; “‘and I will take you in.’” 18 “‘And I will become a father to you, and you will become sons and daughters to me,’ says Jehovah, the Almighty.”



^  (Eph. 5:10, 11) Keep on making sure of what is acceptable to the Lord; 11 and stop sharing in the unfruitful works that belong to the darkness; rather, expose them for what they are.



^  (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^  (Heb. 4:12) For the word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged sword and pierces even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and of joints from the marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and intentions of the heart.
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Make Wise Decisions Regarding Additional Education



“The shrewd one ponders each step.”​—PROV. 14:15.




FOCUS

Factors and Bible principles to consider when deciding whether to obtain additional education.




1-2. (a) What decisions do young people face? (b) What is meant by the term “additional education”? (See “Expression Explained.”)


Your answers



“WHAT type of work would you like to do when you grow up?” If you are young, you have likely been asked this question many times. The best career that you could choose is a career in full-time service. However, you will also need to support yourself financially. (2 Thess. 3:10) No doubt, you have thought about what secular work you could do in the future.

2 To find employment, some young people​—usually under parental guidance—​choose to get additional education after completing the required schooling where they live.* Maybe you have wondered if you should get additional education. If so, what type? This article will discuss Bible principles that can help you think wisely about your education. Wise thinking leads to wise decisions. Although this article is primarily addressed to young people, it can help any Christian who is considering additional education. The principles can also help parents guide their children.

SHOULD YOU OBTAIN ADDITIONAL EDUCATION?

 3. Why might some Christians consider obtaining additional education?


Your answer



3 In some places, a person can earn an adequate living without further education. In other places, additional education may help someone find employment that pays better or has better hours. For a Christian, this could allow him* to spend more time in the preaching work or in other theocratic activities. Yet, additional education requires sacrifices and can present a Christian with certain challenges.

 4. Who should decide if a Christian will obtain additional education? (See also footnote.)


Your answer



4 The Bible says that each person must “carry his own load of responsibility.” (Gal. 6:5, see study note.) Thus, each adult Christian must make his or her own decision about whether to obtain additional education.* Parents are also responsible for decisions regarding their young child’s education. (Eph. 6:1) And their guidance can prepare their child to make wise decisions about education once he is an adult.​—Prov. 22:6.

 5. When should a person begin thinking about additional education, and why? (See also picture.)


Your answer



5 Young people often need to make a decision about whether they will pursue additional education before they finish their required schooling. Of course, it is wise for a young person to discuss this topic with his parents well before he has to decide. This will give them time to work together, researching different options. They may be able to choose subjects at school that will prepare him for his future education or employment. Do they have to make a decision before the young person finishes his required schooling? Not necessarily. (Prov. 21:5) Some young ones have chosen to finish school, find work, and start pioneering while they determine whether to obtain additional education. Even later in life, a person may consider such a decision.



[image: A teenage sister and her parents discussing her options for additional education. They consult several school brochures, a JW Broadcasting video, and the Bible.]

Christian parents help their child to make wise decisions about additional education (See paragraph 5)







 6. What can help someone to make a wise decision regarding additional education?


Your answer



6 What can help you to make a wise decision regarding additional education? Be sure to pray about the matter. (Jas. 1:5) Furthermore, consider taking the following steps. First, honestly analyze your motives. (Ps. 26:2) Second, carefully analyze the education that you are considering. (Prov. 14:15) Let us discuss these steps one at a time.

ANALYZE YOUR MOTIVES

 7. What care should Christians take when considering additional education?


Your answer



7 If you are thinking of obtaining further education, a key question to ask yourself is, ‘Why do I want to obtain this form of education?’ Many people pursue education so that they can get a job that they will enjoy or one that pays better. Are these motives wrong? Not necessarily. (1 Tim. 5:8) However, the Bible warns us of the dangers of materialism and of seeking security in this system of things. (Prov. 23:4, 5; 1 Tim. 6:8-10; 1 John 2:17) If your motive is to obtain wealth or prestige, not only might you be left feeling empty but you could also drift away from Jehovah.

8-9. (a) How should Christians view education? (Matthew 6:33) (b) What do you learn from the comments made by Josefina, Morine, and Iris?


Your answers



8 How then should you view education? Nothing should be more important to us than serving Jehovah. (Matt. 22:37, 38; Phil. 3:8) So view education as a means to help you support yourself while you focus your life on serving Jehovah wholeheartedly.​—Read Matthew 6:33.

9 Note what helped some Christians to keep a proper view of additional education. Josefina, from Chile, says: “Secular studies were a means to help me serve Jehovah as fully as possible. My education program had to revolve around my spiritual goals, not the other way around.” A sister named Morine chose a one-year course to become a hair stylist. Why? She says: “My goal was to serve where the need was greater. So I looked for a course that would help me to reach that goal. After finishing the course, I used what I had learned to work as a hair stylist and save money for the move. And once I moved to where the need was greater, my education helped me to find work.” Iris, who completed a longer course in the dental field, says: “Additional education may have some advantages, but it will never give you true success and satisfaction. The formula is simple: If Jehovah is the center of your life, satisfaction and success are guaranteed.” Yes, when our friendship with Jehovah is the most important thing in our life, we will make decisions that result in lasting happiness.

ANALYZE THE EDUCATION

10. How can the principle found at Deuteronomy 32:29 be applied when deciding on additional education?


Your answer



10 You may have in mind a specific course or training program. But it is also useful to consider other possibilities​—either in the same field or in other fields. (Compare Proverbs 18:17.) Today, there are education options that did not exist in the past, such as online courses. And do not forget to consider whether you could support yourself without further education. For example, Johanna, from Finland, did not get any additional education. She says: “After I finished school, I started working part-time and pioneering. I’ve had a variety of jobs, and I’ve seen how Jehovah always keeps his promise to provide what we need.” Remember that all decisions regarding additional education​—whether to obtain it and what type to obtain—​involve advantages and disadvantages. So ask yourself: ‘Are the advantages worth the disadvantages?’ (Read Deuteronomy 32:29; 1 Cor. 10:23) Let us consider some factors that will help you answer that question.

11. Why is it important to consider the schedule of the education or training? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



11 The schedule. Consider how many hours you will spend each week attending classes, receiving training, and doing homework. Will you still have time for your spiritual routine and family obligations? (Phil. 1:10) Could your secular studies leave you feeling too tired mentally for meeting preparation or personal study? This was the case for Jeroz, from India. He says: “I struggled to focus on spiritual activities. At times, I missed meetings. Looking back, I realize that the course was not worth the time and energy.” Then again, some courses are not so time-consuming; some are part-time, others require little homework. For example, Rabeca, from Mozambique, is happy with her choice of education. She says: “The course was only two hours a day. It allowed me to continue regular pioneering.”



[image: Collage: A brother considering whether he can balance additional education with all of his other responsibilities. 1. He carries out his microphone duty at the meeting. 2. He participates in the door-to-door ministry. 3. He works as a barista. 4. He attends a class at a school.]

If you are considering obtaining additional education, make sure that you will have time for all your important responsibilities (See paragraph 11)







12. How can a person make the best use of his time with respect to education? (Ecclesiastes 12:1)


Your answer



12 The length. Consider how many months or years it will take to complete the education program. Would acquiring that education be the best use of your time? (Eph. 5:15-17) If you are young, will the education program allow you to give Jehovah your best during your youth, perhaps in the full-time ministry? (Read Ecclesiastes 12:1.) Are there shorter education options in the same field? For example, vocational training and trade schools may give you practical skills in less time and at less cost than universities. Mario, from Chile, says: “I chose a two-year technical course that was cheaper than a university course. I had classes only four days a week, which permitted me to pioneer while taking the course.”

13. How could a person be affected by where he lives while obtaining additional education?


Your answer



13 The location. You may find an education program that is close to home. But what if you find a program in another city? Or what if the education program requires you to live on campus? Be aware that moving away from your family poses a serious spiritual danger, especially if you will room with people who do not share your faith. (Prov. 22:3; 1 Cor. 15:33) Matias, from Mozambique, completed an inexpensive one-year course. Yet, he regrets his decision. Why? He says: “I had to spend the entire time at a boarding school. I was tempted daily to do wrong things. I recommend taking a course that will not separate you from your family.” A sister from Russia says: “I avoided dangers and temptations by living at home with my parents instead of on campus or in a dormitory.” You may even be able to find an online course.

14. How can the principle found at Luke 14:28 help you when considering additional education?


Your answer



14 The financial cost. Some courses are inexpensive or may be funded by the government. In such cases, getting additional education may be an affordable way to gain knowledge and skills that will help you to obtain employment. But in other cases, additional education is expensive. There may also be indirect costs, such as private schooling or tutoring to help you qualify for enrollment. Some courses leave students with many years of debt. Adilson, from Mozambique, regrets his choice in education. He says: “My family sacrificed food and other basic needs to pay for my four-year course.” As you analyze a course or training program, ask yourself: ‘How much will it cost? Can my family or I afford it? Is there a less expensive option?’ (Read Luke 14:28.) ‘If I get into debt, how long will it take to pay it off? Will my future employment pay enough to sustain me and pay off the loan?’​—Prov. 22:7.

15. Why should you consider the work prospects before deciding on a particular type of education?


Your answer



15 The work prospects. Consider the employment market where you live or where you want to live. Will the education actually help you to find a job? Some courses provide little practical training. Instead, they are mostly theoretical or they focus on intellectual, academic, or philosophical subjects. (Col. 2:8) A sister from India says: “My course did not help me to develop the practical skills that employers require. As a result, I was not able to find work in the field I had studied.” Other education may be in a field with few job opportunities. Sublime, from the Central African Republic, completed a course on repairing air conditioners. However, he says: “Where I live, most people repair things themselves, so it can be difficult to find work.”

16. Why is it worthwhile to consider the type of work that the education may lead to?


Your answer



16 Contemplate also the type of work you are likely to find. Will you enjoy it? (Eccl. 3:12, 13) What will the work environment be like? Is it an industry known for being unsafe, competitive, or stressful? How much money does that type of work typically pay? Will it be enough to support yourself? Will you need ongoing education to keep the job? Most important, will it allow you to put Kingdom interests first? (Eccl. 12:13) Of course, when work is scarce, we cannot afford to be too choosy. But the choice you make regarding education can affect your employment opportunities in the future. Tabitha, from India, chose a six-month sewing course. She says: “I reasoned that working as a tailor would help me to pioneer. It is a job that would always be in demand, give me a flexible schedule, and not require a large investment.” The course helped Tabitha find work to support her pioneering.

17. (a) How can a Christian find the information he needs to make a wise decision regarding education? (b) What Bible principles shed light on this decision? (See the box “Bible Principles to Consider.”)


Your answers



17 We have discussed various factors to consider about additional education. How can you find the information you need to make a wise decision? Research potential courses by visiting the institution or its website. Check job listings to learn how many jobs are available in that field. You could also consult with those who have completed similar training or who work in that field. (Prov. 13:10) Ask them, “What are the pros and cons of that education or employment?” Talk to others who are happily serving Jehovah. (Prov. 15:22) What education and employment do they suggest? They may even mention a field of employment that you have not considered.

Bible Principles to Consider


	  What are my motives for pursuing additional education? (Matt. 6:33; 1 Tim. 6:8-10)



	  How much time will I spend on schooling and homework each week? (Phil. 1:10)



	  How many years will the education take to complete? (Eph. 5:15-17)



	  Where will I live? (1 Cor. 15:33)



	  How much will the education cost? (Luke 14:28)



	  Will the education help me to find work that can support me and help me to pursue my spiritual goals? (Eccl. 12:13)









18. What should we remember?


Your answer



18 As we have seen, additional education has advantages and disadvantages. So prayerfully consider your options. Remember, further education may provide a measure of material stability, but the only way to be truly happy is to have a close friendship with Jehovah. (Ps. 16:9, 11) Jehovah will always care for his people, regardless of their secular education. (Heb. 13:5) Now, what if you have decided to get additional education? What can help you to remain close to Jehovah during your studies? This will be discussed in the next article.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  How does Galatians 6:5 apply to decisions regarding additional education?


Your answer





	  How should Christians view further education?


Your answer





	  What factors should a Christian consider when deciding whether to obtain additional education?


Your answer












SONG 45 The Meditation of My Heart



^  EXPRESSION EXPLAINED: In this article and in the next, “additional education” refers to any secular education or training beyond the basic education provided by the government, including universities, apprenticeships, trade schools, technical schools, vocational training, short courses, and continuing education.


^  This information also applies to sisters.


^  In the past, our publications have discouraged Christians from obtaining certain types of additional education. For example, the article “Parents​—What Future Do You Want for Your Children?” published in the October 1, 2005, issue of The Watchtower commented on the dangers associated with higher education. While these dangers still exist, deciding whether to obtain additional education is a personal matter. Each Christian​—and in the case of young children, each family head—​should prayerfully consider Bible principles and the unique factors involved with a certain educational program before making a decision. No Christian​—including elders​—should judge a fellow Christian’s personal decision on this matter.​—Jas. 4:12.






^ (Prov. 14:15) The naive* person believes every word, But the shrewd one ponders each step.

Or “inexperienced.”


^  (2 Thess. 3:10) In fact, when we were with you, we used to give you this order: “If anyone does not want to work, neither let him eat.”



^  (Gal. 6:5) For each one will carry his own load.



^  (Eph. 6:1) Children, be obedient to your parents in union with the Lord, for this is righteous.



^  (Prov. 22:6) Train a boy* in the way he should go; Even when he grows old he will not depart from it.

Or “child; youth.”


^  (Prov. 21:5) The plans of the diligent surely lead to success,* But all who are hasty surely head for poverty.

Or “advantage.”


^  (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”


^  (Ps. 26:2) Examine me, O Jehovah, and put me to the test; Refine my innermost thoughts* and my heart.

Or “my deepest emotions.” Lit., “my kidneys.”


^  (Prov. 14:15) The naive* person believes every word, But the shrewd one ponders each step.

Or “inexperienced.”


^  (1 Tim. 5:8) Certainly if anyone does not provide for those who are his own, and especially for those who are members of his household, he has disowned the faith and is worse than a person without faith.



^  (Prov. 23:4, 5) Do not wear yourself out to gain wealth. Stop and show understanding.*  5 When you cast your eyes on it, it is not there, For it will surely sprout wings like an eagle and fly off into the sky.

Or possibly, “Cease from your own understanding.”


^  (1 Tim. 6:8-10) So, having food* and clothing, we will be content with these things. 9 But those who are determined to be rich fall into temptation and a snare and many senseless and harmful desires that plunge men into destruction and ruin. 10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of injurious things, and by reaching out for this love some have been led astray from the faith and have stabbed themselves all over with many pains.

Or “sustenance.”


^  (1 John 2:17) Furthermore, the world is passing away and so is its desire, but the one who does the will of God remains forever.



^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^  (Matt. 22:37, 38) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment.



^  (Phil. 3:8) What is more, I do indeed also consider all things to be loss on account of the excelling value of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have taken the loss of all things and I consider them as a lot of refuse, that I may gain Christ



^  (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^ (Deut. 32:29) If only they were wise! They would ponder over this. They would think about their outcome.



^  (Prov. 18:17) The first to state his case seems right, Until the other party comes and cross-examines him.*

Or “searches him through.”


^  (Deut. 32:29) If only they were wise! They would ponder over this. They would think about their outcome.



^  (1 Cor. 10:23) All things are lawful, but not all things are advantageous. All things are lawful, but not all things build up.



^  (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^ (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^  (Eph. 5:15-17) So keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, 16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked. 17 On this account stop being unreasonable, but keep perceiving what the will of Jehovah is.



^  (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^  (Prov. 22:3) The shrewd one sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.*

Or “penalty.”


^  (1 Cor. 15:33) Do not be misled. Bad associations spoil useful habits.*

Or “corrupt good morals.”


^ (Luke 14:28) For example, who of you wanting to build a tower does not first sit down and calculate the expense to see if he has enough to complete it?



^  (Luke 14:28) For example, who of you wanting to build a tower does not first sit down and calculate the expense to see if he has enough to complete it?



^  (Prov. 22:7) The rich one rules the poor, And the borrower is a slave to the lender.



^  (Col. 2:8) Look out that no one takes you captive by means of the philosophy and empty deception according to human tradition, according to the elementary things of the world and not according to Christ;



^  (Eccl. 3:12, 13) I have concluded that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good during their life, 13 also that everyone should eat and drink and find enjoyment for all his hard work. It is the gift of God.



^  (Eccl. 12:13) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man.



^  (Prov. 13:10) Presumptuousness leads only to strife, But wisdom belongs to those who seek advice.*

Or “those consulting together.”


^  (Prov. 15:22) Plans fail when there is no consultation,* But there is accomplishment through many advisers.*

Or “confidential talk.”
Or “counselors.”


^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^ (1 Tim. 6:8-10) So, having food* and clothing, we will be content with these things. 9 But those who are determined to be rich fall into temptation and a snare and many senseless and harmful desires that plunge men into destruction and ruin. 10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of injurious things, and by reaching out for this love some have been led astray from the faith and have stabbed themselves all over with many pains.

Or “sustenance.”


^ (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^ (Eph. 5:15-17) So keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, 16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked. 17 On this account stop being unreasonable, but keep perceiving what the will of Jehovah is.



^ (1 Cor. 15:33) Do not be misled. Bad associations spoil useful habits.*

Or “corrupt good morals.”


^ (Luke 14:28) For example, who of you wanting to build a tower does not first sit down and calculate the expense to see if he has enough to complete it?



^ (Eccl. 12:13) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man.



^  (Ps. 16:9) So my heart rejoices, my whole being* is joyful. And I reside* in security.

Lit., “my glory.”
Or “my flesh resides.”


^  (Ps. 16:11) You make known to me the path of life. In your presence* is abundant joy; There is happiness* at your right hand forever.

Lit., “With your face.”
Or “pleasantness.”


^  (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”



^ (Gal. 6:5) For each one will carry his own load.



^ (Jas. 4:12) There is only one who is Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and to destroy. But you, who are you to be judging your neighbor?









JULY 27–AUGUST 2, 2026
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Stay Spiritually Strong While Getting Additional Education



“To the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.”​—PHIL. 3:16.




FOCUS

Four Bible principles that will help you stay spiritually strong if you decide to get additional education.




1-2. (a) If you choose to get additional education, what do you need to keep doing? (b) What does it mean to “go on walking orderly in this same course”? (Philippians 3:16)


Your answers



SOME of Jehovah’s servants have decided to get additional education that goes beyond the basic schooling that is mandated by the state. They may feel that such education could help them to find work that will support them in their service to Jehovah. If you have decided to get additional education, how can you make sure that you will remain close to Jehovah? (Jas. 4:8a) No doubt you faced tests of faith during your previous years in school. Now you will need to “go on walking orderly in this same course”​—that is, to continue serving Jehovah faithfully, just as you have already.​—Read Philippians 3:16.

2 The Greek verb used in the phrase rendered “walking orderly in this same course” was often used in a military sense to describe the unified marching of soldiers. If you decide to get additional education, you will need to keep “marching forward” in Jehovah’s service, neither standing still nor retreating. This article will discuss four Bible principles that will help you. These principles are not new to you. You applied them in the past, and you will need to continue applying them while receiving additional education and well after you complete your schooling.

MAINTAIN A HEALTHY SPIRITUAL ROUTINE

 3. As you are getting additional education, what challenge might you face with regard to your daily routine?


Your answer



3 The challenge. Additional education might place new demands on you that will affect your daily routine. Because you naturally want to do well in your schooling, you could begin to treat your service to Jehovah as of lesser importance. You could even start to neglect Christian meetings, participation in the ministry, personal Bible study, and prayer.​—Rev. 2:4.

 4. What can help you to have “plenty to do in the work of the Lord”? (1 Corinthians 15:58)


Your answer



4 Read 1 Corinthians 15:58. Just as a bicycle stays upright when it is in motion, you will stay upright spiritually if you are in motion, having “plenty to do in the work of the Lord,” in Jehovah’s service. This is not simply a matter of spending some time in theocratic activities. It is a matter of your priorities. View yourself as a servant of Jehovah first and as a school student second. (Matt. 22:37) A young sister named Samantha says, “I promised myself that if my education were ever to interfere with my service to Jehovah, I would quit school.”

 5. What can you do to stay active in Jehovah’s service?


Your answer



5 What you can do before you begin your additional education. Have your priorities clearly in focus. Ask yourself, ‘What plan do I have in place to stay regular in my meeting attendance, ministry, and personal study?’ (Josh. 1:8; Matt. 28:19, 20; Heb. 10:25) Also, think back: How did you keep your priorities in focus during your previous years in school? If you feel that you could have handled things better, what adjustments can you make now? Be determined to stay active in Jehovah’s service as you get additional education. Give adequate attention to your education​—but not at the expense of your worship.*​—Matt. 6:24.

 6. What can you consider while making a self-examination? (See also picture.)


Your answer



6 As you get your additional education, regularly make a self-examination, perhaps every month or so. Ask yourself, ‘Are my priorities still in focus?’ Be alert to warning signs​—for example, a habit of skipping meetings or arriving late, of thinking about your school assignments while the meeting is in progress, or of attending meetings only virtually. Note, too, whether your habit of prayer and Bible reading begins to slack off or whether your ministry becomes superficial​—a mere chore that you want to finish as quickly as possible. If you see such traits developing, act quickly. Do not let your education keep you from giving priority to Jehovah’s service.



[image: A brother looking up scriptures while thoroughly studying a “Watchtower” article.]

Do not let your education keep you from giving priority to Jehovah’s service (See paragraph 6)







“GUARD YOUR THINKING ABILITIES”

 7. As you are getting additional education, what challenges might you face with regard to your thinking?


Your answer



7 The challenge. Depending on the courses you take, your additional education might expose you to the world’s “philosophy and empty deception,” including atheism and evolution. (Col. 2:8) It could also promote a spirit of self-reliance. One young brother recalls: “We weren’t just taught a skill; we were taught a way of thinking, one that often wasn’t in harmony with Jehovah’s thinking. For example, we were taught that our success in life depended on ourselves. This kind of thinking left Jehovah out of the equation. It made it more difficult for me to rely on him.”

 8. Why is it important to “guard your thinking abilities”? (Proverbs 5:1, 2)


Your answer



8 Read Proverbs 5:1, 2. The Bible warns you to “guard your thinking abilities.” To guard something implies that it is under threat of attack. That is certainly true with regard to your thinking abilities. (1 Pet. 5:8) The world’s spirit can undermine your faith with regard to morals, the origin of life, or even the existence of God. People may present their view as “higher” thinking, but it is actually lower thinking. In fact, it is “foolishness with God.”​—1 Cor. 3:18-20.

 9. What can you do to guard your thinking abilities?


Your answer



9 What you can do before you begin your additional education. To guard your thinking abilities, make sure your Bible-based convictions are strong before you begin your additional education. Ask yourself such questions as: ‘Why do I believe in God? How do I know that the Bible is his Word? What convinces me that the Bible’s moral standards are superior to those of the world?’ Also, think back: No doubt you were exposed to the world’s thinking during your previous years in school. Was your faith weakened by the confidence that some had in the evolution theory? Were you easily tempted by the unclean lifestyle of your fellow students? If you feel that you could have done better in the past, how can you strengthen your convictions now? Be determined to guard your thinking abilities as you get additional education.​—2 Tim. 2:16-18.*

10. How can you continue to protect your thinking abilities?


Your answer



10 As you get additional education, keep making a regular self-examination. Ask yourself: ‘Am I being influenced by the ungodly lifestyles of those around me? Can I see through the world’s empty philosophies? Am I fully convinced that only God’s Kingdom can solve mankind’s problems?’ To guard your thinking abilities, continue to be a good student of God’s Word. Bible study and meditation will help you to strengthen your conviction that you have the truth.​—1 Tim. 4:15.

MANAGE YOUR TIME WISELY

11. As you are getting additional education, what challenge might you face with regard to your use of time?


Your answer



11 The challenge. Additional education may place heavy demands on your time, especially when you are studying for exams or when you have a tight deadline to complete a project. If you do not manage your time wisely, you could suffer from undue stress and even set yourself up for burnout. That is why it is vital for you to take care of your physical and emotional health.

12. What activities will you need to include as you make “the best use of your time”? (Ephesians 5:15, 16)


Your answer



12 Read Ephesians 5:15, 16. It can be difficult to make “the best use of your time.” You need balance. For example, even more than giving attention to your classes, you need to have time for wholesome association with fellow believers and family members. (Ps. 133:1; Prov. 18:1) Your spiritual needs are the top priority. (Matt. 6:33) You might also have family responsibilities and a job to care for. In addition, you need to take care of your health by getting adequate rest and moderate exercise. (Eccl. 4:6; 1 Tim. 4:8) All of this requires good time management.

13. What can you do in order to make the best use of your time?


Your answer



13 What you can do before you begin your additional education. The Bible says that planning leads to success. (Prov. 21:5) With that in mind, have a realistic schedule in place before you begin your additional education. To help you do that, think back: How well did you manage your time during your previous years in school? If you feel that you could have done better in the past, what adjustments can you make now? Be determined to control your time rather than allow time to control you.*

14. What questions might help you to examine yourself?


Your answer



14 As you get additional education, regularly make a self-examination. Ask yourself: ‘Is my schedule allowing me to get sufficient rest and exercise? Do I still have some time to associate with fellow believers? Can I complete my homework on time? If not, is it because I have too much to do or is it because I procrastinate? Would others, including family members, agree with my assessment?’ Whether you need to adjust your schedule or simply develop better self-discipline, act quickly. You might even talk to others who have good time-management skills.​—Prov. 11:14.

KEEP “WALKING WITH THE WISE”

15. As you are getting additional education, what challenge might you face?


Your answer



15 The challenge. As you get additional education, your fellow students might try to include you in their social life. You might be tempted to join them. After all, you have a lot in common with them, especially if much of your time is spent with them in class. You might even feel that you have more in common with your classmates than you do with some of your fellow believers. However, you need to be cautious. Although you share a classroom with your fellow students, you do not share their values. And the more time you spend with them, the more their thinking can affect you. (1 Cor. 15:33) Michael, who completed a four-year electrical apprenticeship, found that to be true. He says, “I spent more than 40 hours a week with coworkers whose view of the opposite sex, choice of music, and use of vulgar language started to affect my thinking.”

16. What does “walking with the wise” mean? (Proverbs 13:20)


Your answer



16 Read Proverbs 13:20. The Bible warns us about the dangers of harmful association. On the other hand, “the one walking with the wise will become wise.” The lesson is clear: We are influenced by those we choose to spend time with, either for good or for bad. Maintain friendships with those who have your best interests at heart​—those who, like you, wholeheartedly serve Jehovah.​—Ps. 101:6, 7; 119:63.

17. What can you do to avoid harmful association?


Your answer



17 What you can do before you begin your additional education. Decide which limits to set with regard to your association. A Witness named Trenton says: “I’m cordial with my fellow students, but I don’t spend time with them after school. I view them as my classmates, not as my close friends.” What limits will you set? To help answer that question, think back: What limits did you set during your previous years in school? If you feel that you could have done better in the past, what adjustments can you make now? Be determined to keep “walking with the wise” and to keep avoiding company with those who do not love Jehovah.*

18. What self-examination would be beneficial? (See also picture.)


Your answer



18 At regular intervals, make a self-examination. Ask yourself: ‘Am I getting too close to my classmates? Are their habits, their speech, and their attitudes beginning to affect my speech and thinking? Would Jehovah agree with my personal assessment?’ (Ps. 1:1) If you detect negative changes in yourself, act quickly. Make sure that your best friendships are among those who love Jehovah the way you do. Also, don’t hesitate to witness to your classmates. You are in a unique position to help them learn about the truth.



[image: A sister showing the tract “Do All Religions Please God?” to her classmate after their cosmetology class.]

Do not hesitate to witness to your classmates (See paragraph 18)*







BE PREPARED

19. How can you prepare yourself to overcome spiritual challenges as you get additional education? Illustrate.


Your answer



19 A wise hiker prepares himself before he sets foot on the trail. Although he cannot predict every challenge that he will face, he is in shape, he is properly dressed, and he has a goal​—he knows where he is headed. You can take a similar approach as you get additional education. Keep strong in the faith, wear “the complete suit of armor from God,” and have a goal​—not to achieve what the world considers “success,” but to bring glory to Jehovah in everything you do.​—Eph. 6:11-13; 1 Cor. 9:26, 27; 10:31.

20. How can you “keep testing whether you are in the faith”?


Your answer



20 The Bible urges us: “Keep testing whether you are in the faith; keep proving what you yourselves are.” (2 Cor. 13:5) You can do that as you get additional education. Regularly examine yourself in the areas discussed in this article. Are you maintaining a healthy spiritual routine? Are you guarding your thinking from the so-called wisdom of this world? Are you managing your time wisely? Are you cultivating friendships among fellow Christians while avoiding harmful association? Those are questions that you need to ask yourself whether you are at school, in the workforce, or anywhere else. Be determined to stay strong in the faith in whatever circumstance you face. You can be certain that Jehovah will bless your efforts to do so.​—Prov. 3:5, 6.



BEFORE GETTING ADDITIONAL EDUCATION, HOW CAN YOU RESOLVE TO . . .


	  maintain a healthy spiritual routine?


Your answer





	  “guard your thinking abilities”?


Your answer





	  manage your time wisely and avoid harmful association?


Your answer












SONG 87 Come! Be Refreshed



^  For suggestions on how you can stay active in Jehovah’s service, see the article on jw.org entitled “Young People Ask . . . What Will I Need to Do After Baptism?​—Part 1: Keep Up Your Activity.”


^  For suggestions on how you can guard your thinking, see the article “Do Not Be Fooled by ‘the Wisdom of This World’” in the May 2019 issue of The Watchtower.


^  For suggestions on how you can organize your daily activities, see the article on jw.org entitled “Young People Ask . . . How Can I Manage My Time?”


^  For suggestions on how you can make wise, careful choices regarding your association, see lesson 48, “Choose Your Friends Wisely,” in the Enjoy Life Forever! book.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: While taking a course in hairdressing, a sister witnesses tactfully to a classmate.






^ (Phil. 3:16) At any rate, to the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.



^ (Phil. 3:16) At any rate, to the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.



^  (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^  (Phil. 3:16) At any rate, to the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.



^  (Rev. 2:4) Nevertheless, I hold this against you, that you have left the love you had at first.



^ (1 Cor. 15:58) Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always having plenty to do in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain* in connection with the Lord.

Lit., “empty.”


^  (1 Cor. 15:58) Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always having plenty to do in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain* in connection with the Lord.

Lit., “empty.”


^  (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’



^  (Josh. 1:8) This book of the Law should not depart from your mouth, and you must read it in an undertone* day and night, in order to observe carefully all that is written in it; for then your way will be successful and then you will act wisely.

Or “meditate on it.”


^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Heb. 10:25) not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.



^  (Matt. 6:24) “No one can slave for two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will stick to the one and despise the other. You cannot slave for God and for Riches.



^  (Col. 2:8) Look out that no one takes you captive by means of the philosophy and empty deception according to human tradition, according to the elementary things of the world and not according to Christ;



^ (Prov. 5:1, 2) My son, pay attention to my wisdom. Listen carefully* to my discernment,  2 So that you may guard your thinking abilities And safeguard knowledge with your lips.

Lit., “Incline your ear.”


^  (Prov. 5:1, 2) My son, pay attention to my wisdom. Listen carefully* to my discernment,  2 So that you may guard your thinking abilities And safeguard knowledge with your lips.

Lit., “Incline your ear.”


^  (1 Pet. 5:8) Keep your senses, be watchful! Your adversary, the Devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to devour someone.*

Or “looking for someone to devour.”


^  (1 Cor. 3:18-20) Let no one deceive himself: If anyone among you thinks he is wise in this system of things, let him become a fool, so that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God, for it is written: “He catches the wise in their own cunning.” 20 And again: “Jehovah knows that the reasonings of the wise men are futile.”



^  (2 Tim. 2:16-18) But reject empty speeches that violate what is holy, for they will lead to more and more ungodliness, 17 and their word will spread like gangrene. Hy·me·naeʹus and Phi·leʹtus are among them. 18 These men have deviated from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already occurred, and they are subverting the faith of some.



^  (1 Tim. 4:15) Ponder over these things; be absorbed in them, so that your advancement may be plainly seen by all people.



^ (Eph. 5:15, 16) So keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, 16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^  (Eph. 5:15, 16) So keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, 16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^  (Ps. 133:1) Look! How good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!



^  (Prov. 18:1) Whoever isolates himself pursues his own selfish desires; He rejects* all practical wisdom.

Or “shows contempt for.”


^  (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^  (Eccl. 4:6) Better is a handful of rest than two handfuls of hard work and chasing after the wind.



^  (1 Tim. 4:8) For physical training is beneficial for a little, but godly devotion is beneficial for all things, as it holds promise of the life now and the life that is to come.



^  (Prov. 21:5) The plans of the diligent surely lead to success,* But all who are hasty surely head for poverty.

Or “advantage.”


^  (Prov. 11:14) When there is no skillful direction,* the people fall, But there is success* through many advisers.*

Or “wise guidance.”
Or “salvation.”
Or “counselors.”


^  (1 Cor. 15:33) Do not be misled. Bad associations spoil useful habits.*

Or “corrupt good morals.”


^ (Prov. 13:20) The one walking with the wise will become wise, But the one who has dealings with the stupid will fare badly.



^  (Prov. 13:20) The one walking with the wise will become wise, But the one who has dealings with the stupid will fare badly.



^  (Ps. 101:6, 7) I will look to the faithful ones of the earth, So that they may dwell with me. The one walking in blamelessness* will minister to me.  7 No deceitful person will dwell in my house, And no liar will stand in my presence.*

Or “in integrity.”
Lit., “in front of my eyes.”


^  (Ps. 119:63) I am a friend of all who fear you And of those who keep your orders.



^  (Ps. 1:1) Happy is the man who does not walk according to the advice of the wicked And does not stand on the path of sinners And does not sit in the seat of scoffers.



^  (Eph. 6:11-13) Put on the complete suit of armor from God so that you may be able to stand firm against the crafty acts of the Devil; 12 because we have a struggle, not against blood and flesh, but against the governments, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the wicked spirit forces in the heavenly places. 13 For this reason take up the complete suit of armor from God, so that you may be able to resist* in the wicked day and, after you have accomplished everything, to stand firm.

Or “withstand; stand your ground.”


^  (1 Cor. 9:26, 27) Therefore, the way I am running is not aimlessly; the way I am aiming my blows is so as not to be striking the air; 27 but I pummel my body and lead it as a slave, so that after I have preached to others, I myself should not become disapproved* somehow.

Or “disqualified.”


^  (1 Cor. 10:31) Therefore, whether you are eating or drinking or doing anything else, do all things for God’s glory.



^  (2 Cor. 13:5) Keep testing whether you are in the faith; keep proving what you yourselves are. Or do you not recognize that Jesus Christ is in union with you? Unless you are disapproved.



^  (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”
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SONG 113 Our Possession of Peace



Respect the Decisions of Others



“Do not pass judgment on differing opinions.”​—ROM. 14:1.




FOCUS

How to show respect for fellow believers when they make decisions that we do not agree with.




1-2. Why do our personal decisions sometimes differ from those of other Christians?


Your answer



HAVE you ever felt unfairly judged because of a decision you made? Have you ever judged a fellow Christian on the basis of a decision he* made? No doubt most of us could answer yes to both questions.

2 We should not be surprised that at times our decisions differ from those of other faithful Christians. Why? Because we are unique. Each of us has his or her own viewpoint. Our thinking is influenced by our culture, family background, and personal experiences. But we should not allow our differing opinions to threaten the peace and unity of the congregation.​—Eph. 4:3.

 3. What might cause us to judge a fellow Christian for a decision he has made?


Your answer



3 When a fellow Christian makes a decision that we disagree with, we might feel the need to convince him to change his mind or we might voice our concerns to others. Likely, we have good motives. We love our brothers and sisters, and we want what is best for them. (Prov. 17:17) So we do not want to see them make a decision that they will later regret or that could damage them spiritually.

4-5. What should we do if a fellow Christian decides to do something that differs from what we would have done?


Your answer



4 Should we discuss our concerns with our brother if we disagree with his decision? That depends on a number of factors. For example, if we learn that he is thinking about doing something that violates a Bible command, then out of love for him, we should try to help him to correct his thinking. (Prov. 27:5, 6) Yet, what should we do if a brother decides to do something that does not break one of God’s laws but simply differs from what we would have done? We find the answer in our theme scripture. We “do not pass judgment on differing opinions.”​—Rom. 14:1.

5 Still, we may find it hard to respect his decision. In this article, we will discuss why we should respect the decisions of others and how we can do so. But first, let us consider some situations involving personal decisions that could lead us to pass judgment on our brothers and sisters.

WHAT PERSONAL DECISIONS COULD CAUSE US TO JUDGE OTHERS?

6-7. Describe scenarios in which we might judge others for their decisions.


Your answer



6 As mentioned earlier, we might have strong opinions about certain topics because of our background or experiences. We might assume that others share our viewpoint. Yet, that may not be the case. Consider a few scenarios. Scenario 1: Before learning the truth, a brother grew up with a father who abused alcohol. At a gathering, the brother sees other Christians drinking alcohol. He is disappointed and tells them that what they are doing is wrong. Scenario 2: A sister has successfully battled a serious disease. Later, she learns that another sister has been diagnosed with the same illness. The first sister wants to help, so she pressures her friend to follow the same medical treatment she did​—whether by means of a certain diet or through the use of conventional medicine or natural remedies. Scenario 3: A brother used to be a member of a false religion. He hates his former life course. When he learns that a fellow Christian attended a funeral in a church, he is offended.*

7 Consider a few additional scenarios. Scenario 4: A brother grew up during a time when most people felt that it was inappropriate for men to grow beards or for women to wear dress slacks to formal events. While the brother is aware of the recent adjustment in our view of this subject, he insistently tells others that Christian men should not wear beards and that Christian women should wear dresses while engaged in theocratic activities. Scenario 5: An elder knew a brother who pursued additional education and later left the truth. Now a young brother in the elder’s congregation has decided to seek additional education. The elder is concerned and tries to convince the young brother and his parents to change their mind.

 8. (a) What could cause a parent to become judgmental of other parents? (b) How might our having a critical attitude toward others affect the congregation?


Your answers



8 Consider a situation that could affect parents. Scenario 6: As a parent, you work hard to raise your children “in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.” (Eph. 6:4) But other Christian parents seem to be more permissive than you are. For example, they allow their children to have a later curfew, to play nonviolent video games, or to have a cell phone at an early age. As a result, your child feels that you are being overly strict. “Why can’t you be more like my friend’s parents?” he asks. Such a situation could cause you to become critical of the other parents. The truth is that any Christian’s personal decision that differs from ours could cause disagreements. For example, we might question how he spends his money, how often he goes on vacation, or what entertainment he chooses. But we must not allow our feelings to become more important to us than the unity of the congregation.

 9. What should we remember? (See also picture.)


Your answer



9 While the decisions of one Christian may differ from those of another, this does not necessarily mean that one is right and the other is wrong. (Rom. 14:5) Just because Christians are instructed “to think in agreement” when it comes to Jehovah’s standards, this does not mean that we have to think alike in all personal matters. (2 Cor. 13:11) We could compare our personal decisions to the choices we make when we travel to a certain location. Often, there are several different routes that lead to the same destination. We choose the one that suits our preferences and limitations. In a similar way, Christians may make different choices in personal matters, but our destination is the same: We seek to please Jehovah. So we do not judge others for the personal decisions they make.​—Matt. 7:1; 1 Thess. 4:11.



[image: A GPS app on a phone, displaying multiple routes and transportation modes that all lead to the same destination.]

Travelers may choose from several routes to reach a destination; likewise, Christians may make different decisions in personal matters when serving Jehovah (See paragraph 9)







WHY RESPECT THE PERSONAL DECISIONS OF OTHERS?

10. According to James 4:12, what do we not have the authority to do, and why?


Your answer



10 The Bible provides several reasons why we should respect the personal decisions of others. Consider a few of them. We do not have the authority to judge others in personal matters. (Read James 4:12.) Jehovah is the righteous Lawgiver and Judge. Only he has the right to set standards and rules for life. So our brothers and sisters are accountable to Jehovah, not to us. (Rom. 14:10) We do not have the right to judge or criticize the decisions of others based on our own standards or opinions.*

11. How can we contribute to the unity of the congregation? (See also picture.)


Your answer



11 Jehovah requires unity among his worshippers, not uniformity. In fact, our God loves variety! We see evidence of this in creation. For example, no two snowflakes are the same. And just think about humans. Of the over eight billion people on earth, no two people are exactly alike in appearance or personality. Jehovah created us to be different. He does not want us to be clones of one another. But he does want us to be united. So rather than let our differences divide us, we promote peace. We place greater value on the unity of the congregation than on our opinions and preferences.​—Rom. 14:19.



[image: A diverse group of Witnesses of various races and ages enjoying a meal together. Some have alcohol to drink, while others do not. And some brothers have beards, while others do not.]

Jehovah created us to be different from one another, but he wants us to be united (See paragraph 11)







HOW TO RESPECT THE VIEWPOINTS OF OTHERS

12-13. What should we keep in mind if we feel that someone has taken “a false step”? (Galatians 6:1; see also the box “When You Disagree.”)


Your answer



12 When others make decisions in personal matters. Ask yourself, ‘Is the person taking “a false step” or simply a different step?’ If he is taking a false step, one that violates a Bible command, ask yourself, ‘Do I have the Scriptural qualifications needed to readjust him, or is someone else in a better position to do so?’ If you are qualified to help, try to reason with him in a spirit of mildness. (Read Galatians 6:1.) However, you may often find that his choice is simply a different step​—one that does not align with your viewpoint. If that is the case, do not question him or speak negatively about his decision. Respect his right to decide for himself, and do not judge him.​—Rom. 14:2-4.

13 Think of this comparison: If you went to a restaurant with a friend, would you insist that he order the same food that you ordered? No. You would respect his right to select his own meal. After all, what he chooses to eat has little impact on you. And if the roles were reversed, you likely would not want your friend to order your meal based on his preferences. Similarly, we can show respect for others by allowing them to make personal decisions without trying to impose our opinions on them.

When You Disagree


If you disagree with the decision of a fellow Christian, try asking yourself the questions below. You may find that this exercise will spare you unneeded worry.​—Gal. 6:5.

	  Does his decision violate a Bible command?



	  How might his background have a bearing on his decision?



	  Will his decision really harm him, or am I just imagining the worst-case scenario?



	  What good results might come from his decision?



	  Is he taking “a false step” or simply a different step than I would take?



	  If he is taking a false step, do I have the Scriptural qualifications needed to help him adjust his thinking?









14. How can you promote unity when making personal decisions? (1 Corinthians 8:12, 13)


Your answer



14 When you make decisions in personal matters. You can promote unity by doing your best to avoid offending others. (Read 1 Corinthians 8:12, 13.) At times, you may know that a decision you are about to make is “lawful,” that is, acceptable. But if it will offend your brother, will it be “advantageous”?* (1 Cor. 10:23, 24) In such cases, rather than insist on your rights, consider putting your preferences aside. (Rom. 15:1) But didn’t we just establish that others should respect our decisions in personal matters? Yes. They should respect our choices just as we should respect theirs. But we should also keep in mind the Bible’s counsel found at Romans 12:18, which says: “As far as it depends on you, be peaceable with all men.” Therefore, we do all that we reasonably can to maintain peace with others and avoid needlessly offending them.

15. How can elders contribute to the unity of the congregation? (1 Corinthians 4:6)


Your answer



15 Elders show respect for the decisions of others. Elders contribute to the unity of the congregation by not making rules on personal matters and by not going “beyond the things that are written” in the Bible. (Read 1 Corinthians 4:6.) And by extension, they do not go beyond the Bible-based counsel that is written in our publications. Additionally, when a fellow Christian asks for help, elders are careful not to rely solely on their own experience when giving advice. Instead, they base their counsel on God’s Word.​—Isa. 48:17, 18.

16. How can an elder show respect for the decisions made by the body of elders?


Your answer



16 An elder also shows respect for the collective decisions made by the body of elders. Once the body of elders has prayed for holy spirit, reviewed and applied Scriptural direction, and come to a decision, each elder should support that decision even when his personal opinion is not adopted by the majority. (Eph. 5:17) In addition, elders are careful not to read more into theocratic direction than is really there. For example, an elder would not take a sentence in one of our publications out of context in an effort to support his own personal viewpoint.

17. How do we benefit when we respect the decisions of others?


Your answer



17 As we have learned, we are unique. Each of us has his own opinions and preferences. But such variety is a good thing! Our different backgrounds and personalities make the congregation an inviting place to be. So rather than let our differences divide us, we promote peace. We are careful not to offend others. We respect the decisions of others in personal matters. When we do so, our effort will be rewarded. We will enjoy a happy, united congregation.​—Ps. 133:1; Matt. 5:9.



HOW CAN THE FOLLOWING SCRIPTURES HELP US TO RESPECT THE VIEWPOINTS AND DECISIONS OF OTHERS?


	  James 4:12


Your answer





	  Galatians 6:1


Your answer





	  1 Corinthians 4:6; 8:12, 13


Your answer












SONG 89 Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed



^  This information also applies to sisters.


^  A number of factors should have a bearing on a Christian’s decision regarding whether to attend a funeral or a wedding in a church. See the article “Questions From Readers” in the May 15, 2002, issue of The Watchtower.


^  At times, elders need to judge those who violate Bible commands. However, elders keep in mind that they are judging for Jehovah based on his righteous standards, not their own.​—Compare 2 Chronicles 19:6.


^  For examples, see the Enjoy Life Forever! book, lesson 35 point 5.






^ (Rom. 14:1) Welcome the man having weaknesses in his faith, but do not pass judgment on differing opinions.



^  (Eph. 4:3) earnestly endeavoring to maintain the oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.



^  (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times And is a brother who is born for times of distress.



^  (Prov. 27:5, 6) Open reproof is better than concealed love.  6 The wounds inflicted by a friend are faithful, But an enemy’s kisses are plentiful.*

Or possibly, “insincere; forced.”


^  (Rom. 14:1) Welcome the man having weaknesses in his faith, but do not pass judgment on differing opinions.



^  (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^  (Rom. 14:5) One man judges one day as above another; another judges one day the same as all others; let each one be fully convinced in his own mind.



^  (2 Cor. 13:11) Finally, brothers, continue to rejoice, to be readjusted, to be comforted, to think in agreement, to live peaceably; and the God of love and of peace will be with you.



^  (Matt. 7:1) “Stop judging that you may not be judged;



^  (1 Thess. 4:11) Make it your aim to live quietly and to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we instructed you,



^ (Jas. 4:12) There is only one who is Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and to destroy. But you, who are you to be judging your neighbor?



^  (Jas. 4:12) There is only one who is Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and to destroy. But you, who are you to be judging your neighbor?



^  (Rom. 14:10) But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you also look down on your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.



^  (Rom. 14:19) So, then, let us pursue the things making for peace and the things that build one another up.



^ (Gal. 6:1) Brothers, even if a man takes a false step before he is aware of it, you who have spiritual qualifications try to readjust such a man in a spirit of mildness. But keep an eye on yourself, for fear you too may be tempted.



^  (Gal. 6:1) Brothers, even if a man takes a false step before he is aware of it, you who have spiritual qualifications try to readjust such a man in a spirit of mildness. But keep an eye on yourself, for fear you too may be tempted.



^  (Rom. 14:2-4) One man has faith to eat everything, but the man who is weak eats only vegetables. 3 Let the one eating not look down on the one not eating, and let the one not eating not judge the one eating, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for Jehovah can make him stand.



^ (Gal. 6:5) For each one will carry his own load.



^ (1 Cor. 8:12, 13) When you sin against your brothers in this way and wound their weak conscience, you are sinning against Christ. 13 That is why if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat at all, so that I will not make my brother stumble.



^  (1 Cor. 8:12, 13) When you sin against your brothers in this way and wound their weak conscience, you are sinning against Christ. 13 That is why if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat at all, so that I will not make my brother stumble.



^  (1 Cor. 10:23, 24) All things are lawful, but not all things are advantageous. All things are lawful, but not all things build up. 24 Let each one keep seeking, not his own advantage, but that of the other person.



^  (Rom. 15:1) We, though, who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those not strong, and not to be pleasing ourselves.



^  (Rom. 12:18) If possible, as far as it depends on you, be peaceable with all men.



^ (1 Cor. 4:6) Now, brothers, these things I have applied to myself and A·polʹlos for your good, that through us you may learn the rule: “Do not go beyond the things that are written,” so that you may not be puffed up with pride, favoring one against the other.



^  (1 Cor. 4:6) Now, brothers, these things I have applied to myself and A·polʹlos for your good, that through us you may learn the rule: “Do not go beyond the things that are written,” so that you may not be puffed up with pride, favoring one against the other.



^  (Isa. 48:17, 18) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Or “for your own good.”


^  (Eph. 5:17) On this account stop being unreasonable, but keep perceiving what the will of Jehovah is.



^  (Ps. 133:1) Look! How good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!



^  (Matt. 5:9) “Happy are the peacemakers, since they will be called sons of God.



^ (Jas. 4:12) There is only one who is Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and to destroy. But you, who are you to be judging your neighbor?



^ (Gal. 6:1) Brothers, even if a man takes a false step before he is aware of it, you who have spiritual qualifications try to readjust such a man in a spirit of mildness. But keep an eye on yourself, for fear you too may be tempted.



^ (1 Cor. 4:6) Now, brothers, these things I have applied to myself and A·polʹlos for your good, that through us you may learn the rule: “Do not go beyond the things that are written,” so that you may not be puffed up with pride, favoring one against the other.



^ (1 Cor. 8:12, 13) When you sin against your brothers in this way and wound their weak conscience, you are sinning against Christ. 13 That is why if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat at all, so that I will not make my brother stumble.



^ (2 Chron. 19:6) And he said to the judges: “Pay attention to what you are doing, for you do not judge for man but for Jehovah, and he is with you when you pass judgment.








BIBLE CHARACTER

Manaen​—Put Spiritual Pursuits First



Manaen was among those who took the lead in the first-century Antioch congregation. He “was educated with Herod the district ruler.” (Acts 13:1) So Manaen had a significant education and may have enjoyed a privileged upbringing.

Despite his background, Manaen chose to become a Christian and support the congregation. He did not use his education or his connection to the ruling class to advance himself. Instead, he served his brothers.

Manaen’s example shows that serving Jehovah is more important than pursuing a worldly status. Like Manaen, we should prioritize spiritual activities over worldly pursuits. (Matt. 6:33) Additionally, even though we value education, we “make sure of the more important things” and ensure that secular pursuits do not interfere with our worship of Jehovah.​—Phil. 1:9, 10.







^ (Acts 13:1) Now in Antioch there were prophets and teachers in the local congregation: Barʹna·bas, Symʹe·on who was called Niʹger, Lucius of Cy·reʹne, Manʹa·en who was educated with Herod the district ruler, and Saul.



^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^ (Phil. 1:9, 10) And this is what I continue praying, that your love may abound still more and more with accurate knowledge and full discernment; 10 that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;
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^ ***sjj song 98 The Scriptures—Inspired of God***


SONG 98

The Scriptures​—Inspired of God


(2 Timothy 3:16, 17)


	1. God’s Word shines like a brilliant light,

Guides our feet through earth’s dark night.

If we follow it faithfully,

Surely its truth will set us free.



	2. He provides us with words inspired,

Helps us learn what is required.

Holy writings can motivate,

Show how to teach and set things straight.



	3. By these words from our God above,

We have come to know his love.

As we read in it ev’ry day,

God’s Word will keep us on the way.







(See also Ps. 119:105; Prov. 4:13.)





^ (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^ (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.



^ (Prov. 4:13) Hold on to discipline; do not let it go. Safeguard it, for it means your life.









^ ***sjj song 95 The Light Gets Brighter***


SONG 95

The Light Gets Brighter


(Proverbs 4:18)


	1. The prophets of old sought to learn of the Christ,

The hope of all groaning creation.

God’s spirit revealed that Messiah would come,

Providing the means of salvation.

The time has arrived, the Messiah now reigns,

The proof of his presence is clear.

How great is the favor of learning such things;

Into these even angels would peer!

(CHORUS)

Our path now becomes ever brighter;

We walk in the full light of day.

Behold what our God is revealing;

He guides us each step of the way.





	2. Our Lord has appointed a trustworthy slave,

Through whom He gives food in due season.

The light of the truth has grown brighter with time,

Appealing to heart and to reason.

Our path ever clearer, our steps ever firm,

We walk in the brightness of day.

All thanks to Jehovah, the Source of all truth,

We most gratefully walk in his way.

(CHORUS)

Our path now becomes ever brighter;

We walk in the full light of day.

Behold what our God is revealing;

He guides us each step of the way.









(See also Rom. 8:22; 1 Cor. 2:10; 1 Pet. 1:12.)





^ (Prov. 4:18) But the path of the righteous is like the bright morning light That grows brighter and brighter until full daylight.



^ (Rom. 8:22) For we know that all creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together until now.



^ (1 Cor. 2:10) For it is to us God has revealed them through his spirit, for the spirit searches into all things, even the deep things of God.



^ (1 Pet. 1:12) It was revealed to them that they were ministering, not to themselves, but to you, regarding what has now been announced to you by those who declared the good news to you with holy spirit sent from heaven. Into these very things, angels are desiring to peer.















^ ***sjj song 127 The Sort of Person I Should Be***


SONG 127

The Sort of Person I Should Be


(2 Peter 3:11)


	1. How can I repay you, what gift can I give

To thank you, Jehovah, for the life that I live?

I look in my heart with your Word as my mirror;

The person I see, may you help me see clearer.

(BRIDGE)

My life I have promised in service to you,

But not from mere duty will I do what I do.

Whole-souled and wholehearted I serve you by choice;

May I be one more who makes you rejoice.

Help me to examine, and help me to see

Just what sort of person you desire me to be.

Those loyal to you, you will loyally treasure;

May I be among those who bring your heart pleasure.









(See also Ps. 18:25; 116:12; Prov. 11:20.)





^ (2 Pet. 3:11) Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, consider what sort of people you ought to be in holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion,



^ (Ps. 18:25) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly;



^ (Ps. 116:12) With what will I repay Jehovah For all the good he has done for me?



^ (Prov. 11:20) Those crooked at heart are detestable to Jehovah, But those whose way is blameless bring pleasure to him.









^ ***rsg19 Satan’s System of Things***

Tobacco and Smoking

❐ The Watchtower, 6/1/2014
A Global Epidemic

What Is God’s View of Smoking?

Our Readers Ask: Does It Really Matter to God Whether I Use Tobacco? The Watchtower, 8/1/2012

Young People Ask: What Should I Know About Smoking? Awake!, 3/2011

What Should I Know About Smoking? Young People Ask, Volume 1, chap. 33

❐ Awake!, 5/2010
A False Friend

Strengthen Your Motivation

Seek Out Help

Prepare for the Hurdles

You Can Win!

Guidance That Surpasses Instinct (§ “Keep On Asking” for God’s Help) Awake!, 7/2007






^ ***rsg19 Family Life***

Weddings and Receptions

Do All Celebrations Please God? (§ Weddings That Please God) Remain in God’s Love, chap. 13

Question Box: How can a couple request the use of the Kingdom Hall for their wedding? Kingdom Ministry, 11/2008

Celebrations That Displease God (§ Keep Your Wedding Undefiled) “God’s Love,” chap. 13

❐ The Watchtower, 10/15/2006
Weddings That Are Honorable in the Sight of God and Man

Prove Your Faith by Your Life Course

Increase the Joy and Dignity of Your Wedding Day

Young People Ask: Must We Have a Formal Wedding? Awake!, 11/22/2005

Questions From Readers: What Scriptural principles apply to giving or receiving wedding gifts? The Watchtower, 9/1/2003

❐ Awake!, 2/8/2002
“The Happiest Day of Our Lives”

The Wedding Day​—Happy but Demanding

Joyful Weddings That Honor Jehovah The Watchtower, 5/1/2000

Attending Weddings of Others

Questions From Readers: Is it proper to attend the wedding of a non-Witness? The Watchtower, 11/15/2007

Responding to Your Conscience The Watchtower, 10/15/2007 ¶10-15

Questions From Readers: Would it be advisable to attend a funeral or a wedding in a church? The Watchtower, 5/15/2002






^ ***scl p. 12 Celebrations***


Celebrations that Christians avoid

Why is it wrong to share in celebrations that are contaminated by false religion?


1Co 10:21; 2Co 6:14-18; Eph 5:10, 11

See also “Interfaith”


	Relevant Bible account(s):

	Ex 32:1-10​—The Israelites provoke Jehovah to anger when they attempt to mix true religion with false



	Nu 25:1-9​—Jehovah punishes his people for their involvement in pagan religious celebrations and in immorality

















^ (1 Cor. 10:21) You cannot be drinking the cup of Jehovah and the cup of demons; you cannot be partaking of “the table of Jehovah” and the table of demons.



^ (2 Cor. 6:14-18) Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what fellowship do righteousness and lawlessness have? Or what sharing does light have with darkness? 15 Further, what harmony is there between Christ and Beʹli·al? Or what does a believer share in common with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement does God’s temple have with idols? For we are a temple of a living God; just as God said: “I will reside among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 17 “‘Therefore, get out from among them, and separate yourselves,’ says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the unclean thing’”; “‘and I will take you in.’” 18 “‘And I will become a father to you, and you will become sons and daughters to me,’ says Jehovah, the Almighty.”



^ (Eph. 5:10, 11) Keep on making sure of what is acceptable to the Lord; 11 and stop sharing in the unfruitful works that belong to the darkness; rather, expose them for what they are.



^ (Ex. 32:1-10) Meanwhile, the people saw that Moses was taking a long time coming down from the mountain. So the people gathered around Aaron and said to him: “Get up, make for us a god who will go ahead of us, because we do not know what has happened to this Moses, the man who led us up out of the land of Egypt.” 2 At this Aaron said to them: “Take the gold earrings from the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people began taking off the gold earrings that were in their ears and bringing them to Aaron. 4 Then he took the gold from them, and he formed it with an engraving tool and made it into a statue* of a calf. They began to say: “This is your God, O Israel, who led you up out of the land of Egypt.” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. Then Aaron called out: “There is a festival to Jehovah tomorrow.” 6 So they got up early on the next day and began offering up burnt offerings and presenting communion sacrifices. After that the people sat down to eat and drink. Then they got up to have a good time. 7 Jehovah now said to Moses: “Go, descend, because your people, whom you led up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 8 They have quickly deviated from the way I commanded them to go. They have made for themselves a statue* of a calf, and they keep bowing down to it and sacrificing to it and saying, ‘This is your God, O Israel, who led you up out of the land of Egypt.’” 9 Jehovah went on to say to Moses: “I have seen that this is an obstinate* people. 10 So now let me be, and I will exterminate them in my burning anger, and let me make a great nation from you instead.”

Or “molten statue.”
Or “molten statue.”
Lit., “stiff-necked.”


^ (Num. 25:1-9) When Israel was dwelling in Shitʹtim, the people started to commit sexual immorality with the daughters of Moʹab. 2 The women invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people began to eat and to bow down to their gods. 3 So Israel joined in worship of* the Baʹal of Peʹor, and Jehovah became enraged with Israel. 4 Jehovah said to Moses: “Take all the leaders* of these people and hang them up before Jehovah in broad daylight,* that the burning anger of Jehovah may turn back from Israel.” 5 Then Moses said to the judges of Israel: “Each one of you should kill his men who joined in worship of* the Baʹal of Peʹor.” 6 But just then, there came one of the Israelites bringing near to his brothers a Midʹi·an·ite woman before the eyes of Moses and of all the assembly of the Israelites, while they were weeping at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 7 When Phinʹe·has the son of El·e·aʹzar the son of Aaron the priest saw it, he immediately rose up from the midst of the assembly and took a spear* in his hand. 8 Then he went after the man of Israel into the tent and pierced both of them through, the man of Israel and the woman through her genital parts. At that the scourge on the Israelites was halted. 9 Those who died from the scourge amounted to 24,000.

Or “attached itself to.”
Lit., “heads.”
Lit., “in front of the sun.”
Or “attached themselves to.”
Or “lance.”








^ ***scl p. 13 Celebrations***


Nationalistic celebrations

Should Christians share in celebrating events of a nation’s political history?


Joh 15:19; 18:36; Jas 4:4

See also “Governments​—Christians Remain Neutral”



Should Christians share in commemorating wars of the nations?


Ps 11:5; Isa 2:4

See also “Governments​—Christians Remain Neutral” and “War”



Should Christians participate in ceremonies that give worshipful honor to prominent men?


Ex 20:5; Ro 1:25


	Relevant Bible account(s):

	Ac 12:21-23​—Giving worshipful honor to Herod Agrippa I leads to the king’s receiving punishment from God



	Ac 14:11-15​—The apostles Barnabas and Paul refuse to accept inappropriate and excessive honor



	Re 22:8, 9​—Jehovah’s angel refuses to accept worshipful honor

















^ (John 15:19) If you were part of the world, the world would be fond of what is its own. Now because you are no part of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you.



^ (John 18:36) Jesus answered: “My Kingdom is no part of this world. If my Kingdom were part of this world, my attendants would have fought that I should not be handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my Kingdom is not from this source.”



^ (Jas. 4:4) Adulteresses,* do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend of the world is making himself an enemy of God.

Or “You unfaithful ones.”


^ (Ps. 11:5) Jehovah examines the righteous one as well as the wicked one; He* hates anyone who loves violence.

Or “His soul; His very being.”


^ (Isa. 2:4) He will render judgment among the nations And set matters straight* respecting many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.

Or “correct matters.”


^ (Ex. 20:5) You must not bow down to them nor be enticed to serve them, for I, Jehovah your God, am a God who requires exclusive devotion, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation of those who hate me,



^ (Rom. 1:25) They exchanged the truth of God for the lie and venerated* and rendered sacred service to the creation rather than the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen.

Or “worshipped.”


^ (Acts 12:21-23) On a set day, Herod clothed himself with royal raiment and sat down on the judgment seat and began giving them a public address. 22 Then the people who were assembled began shouting: “A god’s voice, and not a man’s!” 23 Instantly the angel of Jehovah struck him, because he did not give the glory to God, and he was eaten up with worms and died.



^ (Acts 14:11-15) When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they cried out in the Lyc·a·oʹni·an language: “The gods have become like humans and have come down to us!” 12 And they started calling Barʹna·bas Zeus, but Paul Herʹmes, since he was taking the lead in speaking. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance of the city,* brought bulls and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifices with the crowds. 14 However, when the apostles Barʹna·bas and Paul heard of it, they ripped their garments and leaped out into the crowd and cried out: 15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We too are humans having the same infirmities as you have. And we are declaring the good news to you, for you to turn from these vain things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them.

Or “whose temple was located just outside the city.” Lit., “the (one) being before the city.”


^ (Rev. 22:8, 9) Well I, John, was the one hearing and seeing these things. When I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing me these things. 9 But he tells me: “Be careful! Do not do that! I am only a fellow slave of you and of your brothers the prophets and of those observing the words of this scroll. Worship God.”









^ ***sjj song 135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”***


SONG 135

Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”


(Proverbs 27:11)


	1. Young man and young woman,

do give your heart to me.

My foe who now taunts me

will then be made to see.

Your youth and devotion

to me you freely give;

You show all the world

that for me you really live.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice,

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And offer praise by your own choice.





	2. Rejoice and take pleasure

in giving me your all,

And though you may stumble,

I’ll raise you if you fall.

No matter who fails you

or proves to be untrue,

Take comfort in knowing

I’ll always cherish you.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice,

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And offer praise by your own choice.









(See also Deut. 6:5; Eccl. 11:9; Isa. 41:13.)





^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Deut. 6:5) You must love Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul* and all your strength.*

See Glossary.
Or “vital force; resources.”


^ (Eccl. 11:9) Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and go where your eyes lead you; but know that the true God will bring you into judgment* for all these things.

Or “call you to account.”


^ (Isa. 41:13) For I, Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’















^ ***sjj song 133 Worship Jehovah During Youth***


SONG 133

Worship Jehovah During Youth


(Ecclesiastes 12:1)


	1. Precious to God, we are daughters and sons,

Giving our strength as his faithful young ones.

Loving attention to us he will give,

Blessing our days for as long as we live.



	2. Honoring parents who care for our lives

Helps us express what we’re feeling inside.

Then we find favor with God and with men,

Drawing us close to Jehovah, our Friend.



	3. May we remember our God in our youth,

Growing each day in our love of the truth.

Giving our best to our God, we will bring

Joy to the heart of Jehovah, our King.







(See also Ps. 71:17; Lam. 3:27; Eph. 6:1-3.)





^ (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^ (Ps. 71:17) O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works.



^ (Lam. 3:27) Good it is for a man to carry the yoke during his youth.



^ (Eph. 6:1-3) Children, be obedient to your parents in union with the Lord, for this is righteous. 2 “Honor your father and your mother” is the first command with a promise: 3 “That it may go well with you* and you may remain a long time on the earth.”

Or “That you may prosper.”








^ ***nwtsty Galatians 6:5***

5 For each one will carry his own load.



^ ***sjj song 45 The Meditation of My Heart***


SONG 45

The Meditation of My Heart


(Psalm 19:14)


	1. The meditation of my heart,

The thoughts I ponder through the day—

May they be pleasing to you, Lord,

And keep me steadfast in your way.

When worries weigh upon my mind

And make me restless in the night,

Then may I meditate on you

And things I know to be upright.



	2. Whatever things are chaste and true,

Whatever virtue there may be,

Whatever things well-spoken-of—

May thoughts of these bring peace to me.

How precious are your thoughts, O God!

Beyond all counting is their sum.

So may I ponder your own words,

Absorbed in them may I become.







(See also Ps. 49:3; 63:6; 139:17, 23; Phil. 4:7, 8; 1 Tim. 4:15.)





^ (Ps. 19:14) May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be pleasing to you, O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer.



^ (Ps. 49:3) My own mouth will speak wisdom, And the meditation of my heart will show understanding.



^ (Ps. 63:6) I remember you while upon my bed; I meditate on you during the watches of the night.



^ (Ps. 139:17) So to me, how precious your thoughts are! O God, how vast is the sum of them!



^ (Ps. 139:23) Search through me, O God, and know my heart. Examine me, and know my anxious* thoughts.

Or “disquieting.”


^ (Phil. 4:7, 8) and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^ (1 Tim. 4:15) Ponder over these things; be absorbed in them, so that your advancement may be plainly seen by all people.









^ ***w05 10/1 pp. 26-31 Parents—What Future Do You Want for Your Children?***

Parents​—What Future Do You Want for Your Children?

“You young men and also you virgins . . . Let them praise the name of Jehovah.”​—Psalm 148:12, 13.

 1. What concerns do parents have for their children?

WHAT parents are not anxiously concerned about the future of their children? From the moment an infant is born​—or even before—​the parents start worrying about his welfare. Will he be healthy? Will he develop normally? As the child grows older, there are additional concerns. By and large, parents want only what is best for their offspring.​—1 Samuel 1:11, 27, 28; Psalm 127:3-5.

 2. Why do many parents today feel strongly about having their children enjoy a good life when they grow up?

2 In today’s world, however, it is a challenge for parents to provide what is best for their children. Many parents have gone through hard times​—wars, political upheavals, economic hardships, physical or emotional traumas, and so on. Naturally, it is their heartfelt desire that their children not go through the same things. In affluent lands, parents may see the sons and daughters of their friends and relatives move ahead in professional careers and enjoy seemingly successful lives. Thus, they feel compelled to do everything they can to ensure that their children too will be able to enjoy a reasonably comfortable and secure life​—a good life—​when they grow up.​—Ecclesiastes 3:13.

Choosing a Good Life

 3. What choice have Christians made?

3 As followers of Jesus Christ, Christians have chosen to dedicate their life to Jehovah. They have taken to heart Jesus’ words: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake day after day and follow me continually.” (Luke 9:23; 14:27) Yes, a Christian’s life does involve self-sacrifice. Yet, it is not a life of deprivation and misery. On the contrary, it is a happy and satisfying life​—a good life—​because it involves giving, and as Jesus said, “there is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.”​—Acts 20:35.

 4. What did Jesus urge his followers to pursue?

4 People in Jesus’ day were living under very difficult circumstances. In addition to making a living, they had to bear the harsh rule of the Romans and the oppressive burden of the formalistic religionists of the day. (Matthew 23:2-4) Still, many who heard about Jesus gladly set aside personal pursuits​—even careers—​and became his followers. (Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9; Colossians 4:14) Were those disciples taking a risk and endangering their future? Note Jesus’ words: “Everyone that has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands for the sake of my name will receive many times more and will inherit everlasting life.” (Matthew 19:29) Jesus assured his followers that the heavenly Father knew their needs. He therefore urged them: “Keep on, then, seeking first the kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.”​—Matthew 6:31-33.

 5. How do some parents feel about Jesus’ assurance that God will care for his servants?

5 Things are not very different today. Jehovah knows our needs, and those who put Kingdom interests first in their life, especially those pursuing the full-time ministry, have the same assurance that he will care for them. (Malachi 3:6, 16; 1 Peter 5:7) Some parents, however, are ambivalent in this regard. On the one hand, they would like to see their children make advancement in Jehovah’s service, perhaps in time entering the full-time ministry. On the other hand, considering the economic and employment situation in the world today, they feel that it is important for young ones to get a good education first so that they will have the necessary qualifications for a desirable job or at least have something to fall back on if needed. To such parents, a good education often means higher education.

Preparing for the Future

 6. In what way is the term “higher education” used in this article?

6 The educational system varies from country to country. In the United States, for example, public schools offer 12 years of basic education. Thereafter, students may choose to attend university or college for four or more years, leading to a bachelor’s degree or to postgraduate studies for careers in medicine, law, engineering, and so forth. Such university education is what is meant when the term “higher education” is used in this article. On the other hand, there are technical and vocational schools, offering short-term courses that result in a certificate or diploma in some trade or service.

 7. What pressures are students exposed to in high schools?

7 The trend today is for secondary schools or high schools to groom their students for higher education. To this end, most high schools focus on academic subjects that enable the students to score well in university entrance examinations rather than on courses that will equip the students for the workplace. High school students today are under tremendous pressure from teachers, counselors, and fellow students to aim for enrollment in the best universities, where they will hopefully earn the degrees that can open for them doors to promising and well-paying jobs.

 8. What choices are Christian parents confronted with?

8 What, then, are Christian parents to do? Of course, they want their children to do well in school and learn the necessary skills for maintaining themselves in the days ahead. (Proverbs 22:29) But should they simply let their children be swept along by the spirit of competition for material advancement and success? What sort of goals do they put before their children, either by word or by personal example? Some parents work very hard and save so as to be able to send their children to institutions of higher learning when the time comes. Others are willing to go into debt for this purpose. The cost of such a decision, however, cannot be measured merely in dollars and cents. What is the cost of pursuing higher education today?​—Luke 14:28-33.

The Cost of Pursuing Higher Education

 9. What can be said about the financial cost of higher education today?

9 When we think of cost, we usually think of financial expenditures. In some countries, higher education is government sponsored and qualified students do not have to pay fees or tuition. In most places, however, higher education is expensive and is getting more so. A New York Times Op-Ed article observes: “Higher education used to be regarded as an engine of opportunity. Now it’s certifying the gap between the haves and the have-lesses.” In other words, quality higher education is fast becoming the domain of the rich and influential, who put their children through it to ensure that they too become the rich and influential of this system. Should Christian parents choose such a goal for their children?​—Philippians 3:7, 8; James 4:4.

10. How is higher education closely linked to advancing the present system?

10 Even where higher education is free, there may be strings attached. For example, The Wall Street Journal reports that in one Southeast Asian country, the government runs a “pyramid-style school structure that unabashedly pushes the cream to the top.” “The top” ultimately means placement in the world’s elite institutions​—Oxford and Cambridge in England, the Ivy League schools in the United States, and others. Why does the government provide such a far-reaching program? “To fuel the national economy,” says the report. The education may be practically free, but the price that the students pay is a life engrossed in advancing the present system. Though such a way of life is highly sought-after in the world, is it what Christian parents want for their children?​—John 15:19; 1 John 2:15-17.

11. What do reports show regarding alcohol abuse and sexual immorality among university students?

11 Then there is the environment. University and college campuses are notorious for bad behavior​—drug and alcohol abuse, immorality, cheating, hazing, and the list goes on. Consider alcohol abuse. Reporting on binge drinking, that is, drinking for the sole purpose of getting drunk, New Scientist magazine says: “About 44 per cent of [university students in the United States] binge at least once in a typical two-week period.” The same problem is common among young people in Australia, Britain, Russia, and elsewhere. When it comes to sexual immorality, the talk among students today is about “hooking up,” which according to a Newsweek report “describes one-time sexual encounters​—anything from kissing to intercourse—​between acquaintances who’ve no plans to even talk afterward.” Studies show that from 60 to 80 percent of students engage in this kind of activity. “If you’re a normal college student,” says one researcher, “you do it.”​—1 Corinthians 5:11; 6:9, 10.

12. What pressures are college students exposed to?

12 In addition to the bad environment, there is the pressure of schoolwork and examinations. Naturally, students need to study and do their homework to pass the exams. Some may also need to hold at least a part-time job while going to school. All of this takes a great deal of their time and energy. What, then, will be left for spiritual activities? When pressures mount, what will be let go? Will Kingdom interests still come first, or will they be put aside? (Matthew 6:33) The Bible urges Christians: “Keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, buying out the opportune time for yourselves, because the days are wicked.” (Ephesians 5:15, 16) How sad that some have fallen away from the faith as a result of succumbing to the demands on their time and energy or of getting entangled in unscriptural conduct at college!

13. What questions must Christian parents consider?

13 Of course, immorality, bad behavior, and pressures are by no means limited to the college or university campus. However, many worldly youths view all such things merely as part of the education, and they think nothing of it. Should Christian parents knowingly expose their children to that kind of environment for four or perhaps more years? (Proverbs 22:3; 2 Timothy 2:22) Is the risk involved worth whatever benefit the young ones may receive? And most important, what are the young ones learning about things that should come first in their life?* (Philippians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 5:21) Parents must give serious and prayerful consideration to these questions, as well as to the danger of sending their children away to school in another city or another country.

What Are the Alternatives?

14, 15. (a) In spite of popular opinion, what Bible counsel applies today? (b) What questions can young ones ask themselves?

14 Today, the popular opinion is that for young people to succeed, the only option is to get a university education. However, instead of following what is popular, Christians heed the Bible’s admonition: “Quit being fashioned after this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2) What is God’s will for his people, young and old, in this final stage of the time of the end? Paul urged Timothy: “Keep your senses in all things, suffer evil, do the work of an evangelizer, fully accomplish your ministry.” Those words are surely applicable to all of us today.​—2 Timothy 4:5.

15 Rather than be caught up by the materialistic spirit of the world, all of us need to ‘keep our senses’​—our spiritual bearings. If you are a young person, ask yourself: ‘Am I putting forth my best effort to “accomplish my ministry,” to make myself a qualified minister of God’s Word? What are my plans for pursuing my ministry “fully”? Have I considered taking up full-time service as a career?’ These are challenging questions, especially when you see other youths indulging in selfish pursuits, “seeking great things” that they think will lead to a bright future. (Jeremiah 45:5) Christian parents, therefore, wisely provide their children from infancy with the right kind of spiritual environment and training.​—Proverbs 22:6; Ecclesiastes 12:1; 2 Timothy 3:14, 15.

16. How can Christian parents wisely provide the right kind of spiritual environment for their children?

16 “Mother watched our association very closely,” recalls the eldest of three boys in one family in which the mother has been a full-time minister over the years. “We did not associate with our schoolmates but only with those in the congregation who had good spiritual habits. She also regularly invited those in full-time service​—missionaries, traveling overseers, Bethelites, and pioneers—​to our home for association. Listening to their experiences and seeing their joy helped to implant in our hearts the desire for full-time service.” What a joy to see today all three sons in the full-time ministry​—one serving at Bethel, one having attended the Ministerial Training School, and one pioneering!

17. What guidance can parents provide young ones in their choice of school subjects and vocation goals? (See box on page 29.)

17 Besides providing a strong spiritual environment, parents must also offer their children, as early as possible, proper guidance in their choice of school subjects and vocation goals. Another young man, now in Bethel service, says: “Both of my parents pioneered before and after they got married and did their best to pass on the pioneer spirit to the whole family. Whenever we were choosing subjects at school or making decisions that would affect our future, they always encouraged us to make a choice that would give us the best opportunity to find part-time work and pioneer.” Rather than choose academic subjects that are geared toward a university education, parents and children need to consider courses that are useful in pursuing a theocratic career.*

18. What job opportunities might young ones consider?

18 Studies show that in many countries, there is an acute need, not for university graduates, but for people to work in the trades and services. USA Today reports that “70% of the workers in the coming decades will not need a four-year college degree, but, rather, an associate degree from a community college or some type of technical certificate.” Many such institutions offer short courses in office skills, auto repair, computer repair, plumbing, hairdressing, and a host of other trades. Are these desirable jobs? Certainly! Perhaps they are not as glamorous as some might envision, but they do offer the means and the flexibility needed by those whose true vocation is service to Jehovah.​—2 Thessalonians 3:8.

19. What is the surest way to a life of joy and contentment?

19 “You young men and also you virgins,” entreats the Bible, “let them praise the name of Jehovah, for his name alone is unreachably high. His dignity is above earth and heaven.” (Psalm 148:12, 13) Compared with the positions and rewards that the world offers, a career in full-time service to Jehovah is without doubt the surest way to a life of joy and contentment. Take to heart the Bible’s assurance: “The blessing of Jehovah​—that is what makes rich, and he adds no pain with it.”​—Proverbs 10:22.

[Footnotes]

^  For accounts of those who valued theocratic education more than university education, see The Watchtower, May 1, 1982, pages 3-6; April 15, 1979, pages 5-10; Awake! June 8, 1978, page 15; and August 8, 1974, pages 3-7.


^  See Awake! October 8, 1998, “In Search of a Secure Life,” pages 4-6, and May 8, 1989, “What Career Should I Choose?” pages 12-14.


Can You Explain?

• In what do Christians put their trust for a secure future?

• What challenges do Christian parents face regarding their children’s future?

• What must be considered when counting the cost of pursuing higher education?

• How can parents help their children to pursue a career in Jehovah’s service?

[Study Questions]

[Box on page 29]

What Is the Value of Higher Education?

  Most people who enroll in a university look forward to earning a degree that will open doors for them to well-paying and secure jobs. Government reports show, however, that only about one quarter of those who go to college earn a degree within six years​—a dismal success rate. Even so, does that degree translate into a good job? Note what current research and studies have to say.

  “Going to Harvard or Duke [universities] won’t automatically produce a better job and higher pay. . . . Companies don’t know much about young employment candidates. A shiny credential (an Ivy League degree) may impress. But after that, what people can or can’t do counts for more.”​—Newsweek, November 1, 1999.

  “While today’s typical job requires higher skills than in the past . . . , the skills required for these jobs are strong high school-level skills​—math, reading, and writing at a ninth-grade level . . . , not college-level skills. . . . Students do not need to go to college to get a good job, but they do need to master high school-level skills.”​—American Educator, Spring 2004.

  “Most colleges are seriously out of step with the real world in getting students ready to become workers in the postcollege world. Vocational schools . . . are seeing a mini-boom. Their enrollment grew 48% from 1996 to 2000. . . . Meanwhile, those expensive, time-sucking college diplomas have become worth less than ever.”​—Time, January 24, 2005.

  “Projections from the U.S. Department of Labor through 2005 paint the chilling scenario that at least one-third of all four-year college graduates will not find employment that matches their degrees.”​—The Futurist, July/August 2000.

  In view of all of this, more and more educators are seriously doubting the value of higher education today. “We are educating people for the wrong futures,” laments the Futurist report. In contrast, note what the Bible says about God: “I, Jehovah, am your God, the One teaching you to benefit yourself, the One causing you to tread in the way in which you should walk. O if only you would actually pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river, and your righteousness like the waves of the sea.”​—Isaiah 48:17, 18.

[Picture on page 26]

They set aside personal pursuits and followed Jesus

[Picture on page 31]

Christian parents wisely provide their children from infancy with a strong spiritual environment



^ (Ps. 148:12, 13) You young men and young women,* Old men and young together.* 13 Let them praise the name of Jehovah, For his name alone is unreachably high. His majesty is above earth and heaven.

Lit., “virgins.”
Or “Old and young together.”


^  (1 Sam. 1:11) And she made this vow: “O Jehovah of armies, if you look upon the affliction of your servant and remember me and you do not forget your servant and give to your servant a male child, I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and no razor will touch his head.”



^  (1 Sam. 1:27, 28) It was for this boy that I prayed, and Jehovah granted my petition that I asked of him. 28 I, in turn, now lend him to Jehovah. For all his days, he is lent to Jehovah.” And he* bowed down there to Jehovah.

Evidently referring to Elkanah.


^  (Ps. 127:3-5) Look! Sons* are an inheritance from Jehovah; The fruit of the womb is a reward.  4 Like arrows in the hand of a mighty man, So are the sons of one’s youth.  5 Happy is the man who fills his quiver with them. They will not be put to shame, For they will speak with enemies in the city gate.

Or “Children.”


^  (Eccl. 3:13) also that everyone should eat and drink and find enjoyment for all his hard work. It is the gift of God.



^  (Luke 9:23) Then he went on to say to all: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake day after day and keep following me.



^  (Luke 14:27) Whoever does not carry his torture stake and come after me cannot be my disciple.



^  (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^  (Matt. 23:2-4) “The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the seat of Moses. 3 Therefore, all the things they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds, for they say but they do not practice what they say. 4 They bind up heavy loads and put them on the shoulders of men, but they themselves are not willing to budge them with their finger.



^  (Matt. 4:18-22) Walking alongside the Sea of Galʹi·lee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them: “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”* 20 At once they abandoned their nets and followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two others who were brothers, James the son of Zebʹe·dee and his brother John. They were in the boat with Zebʹe·dee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 At once they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Or “people.”


^  (Matt. 9:9) Next, while moving on from there, Jesus caught sight of a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office, and he said to him: “Be my follower.” At that he rose up and followed him.



^  (Col. 4:14) Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetings, and so does Deʹmas.



^  (Matt. 19:29) And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands for the sake of my name will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit everlasting life.



^  (Matt. 6:31-33) So never be anxious and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or, ‘What are we to drink?’ or, ‘What are we to wear?’ 32 For all these are the things the nations are eagerly pursuing. Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^  (Mal. 3:6) “For I am Jehovah; I do not change.* And you are sons of Jacob; you have not yet come to your finish.

Or “I have not changed.”


^  (Mal. 3:16) At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name.

Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”


^  (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^  (Prov. 22:29) Have you seen a man skillful at his work? He will stand before kings; He will not stand before common men.



^  (Luke 14:28-33) For example, who of you wanting to build a tower does not first sit down and calculate the expense to see if he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, he might lay its foundation but not be able to finish it, and all the onlookers would start to ridicule him, 30 saying: ‘This man started to build but was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king marching out against another king in war does not first sit down and take counsel whether he is able with 10,000 troops to stand up to the one who comes against him with 20,000? 32 If, in fact, he cannot do so, then while that one is yet far away, he sends out a body of ambassadors and sues for peace. 33 In the same way, you may be sure that not one of you who does not say good-bye to* all his belongings can be my disciple.

Or “give up.”


^  (Phil. 3:7, 8) Yet, the things that were gains to me, I have considered loss* on account of the Christ. 8 What is more, I do indeed also consider all things to be loss on account of the excelling value of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have taken the loss of all things and I consider them as a lot of refuse, that I may gain Christ

Or possibly, “have willingly abandoned.”


^  (Jas. 4:4) Adulteresses,* do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend of the world is making himself an enemy of God.

Or “You unfaithful ones.”


^  (John 15:19) If you were part of the world, the world would be fond of what is its own. Now because you are no part of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you.



^  (1 John 2:15-17) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world. 17 Furthermore, the world is passing away and so is its desire, but the one who does the will of God remains forever.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^  (1 Cor. 5:11) But now I am writing you to stop keeping company with anyone called a brother who is sexually immoral or a greedy person or an idolater or a reviler or a drunkard or an extortioner, not even eating with such a man.



^  (1 Cor. 6:9, 10) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom.

Or “Do not be deceived.”


^  (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^  (Eph. 5:15, 16) So keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, 16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^  (Prov. 22:3) The shrewd one sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.*

Or “penalty.”


^  (2 Tim. 2:22) So flee from youthful desires, but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a clean heart.



^  (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^  (1 Thess. 5:21) Make sure of all things; hold fast to what is fine.



^  (Rom. 12:2) And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^  (2 Tim. 4:5) You, though, keep your senses in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelizer, fully accomplish your ministry.



^  (Jer. 45:5) But you are seeking* great things for yourself. Stop seeking such things.”’ “‘For I am about to bring a calamity on all flesh,’* declares Jehovah, ‘and wherever you may go, I will grant you your life* as a spoil.’”*

Or “expecting.”
Or “people.”
Or “soul.”
Or “will let you escape with your life.”


^  (Prov. 22:6) Train a boy* in the way he should go; Even when he grows old he will not depart from it.

Or “child; youth.”


^  (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^  (2 Tim. 3:14, 15) You, however, continue in the things that you learned and were persuaded to believe, knowing from whom you learned them 15 and that from infancy you have known the holy writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.



^  (2 Thess. 3:8) nor did we eat anyone’s food free. On the contrary, by labor and toil we were working night and day so as not to impose an expensive burden on any one of you.



^  (Ps. 148:12, 13) You young men and young women,* Old men and young together.* 13 Let them praise the name of Jehovah, For his name alone is unreachably high. His majesty is above earth and heaven.

Lit., “virgins.”
Or “Old and young together.”


^  (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”


^ (Isa. 48:17, 18) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Or “for your own good.”














^ ***sjj song 56 Make the Truth Your Own***


SONG 56

Make the Truth Your Own


(Proverbs 3:1, 2)


	1. The way of the truth is the best way of living,

But no one can live your life for you.

So take the advice that Jehovah is giving;

Believe what he tells you is true.

(CHORUS)

Make the truth your own.

Make it live, yes, make it real.

And then feel the joy

Jehovah gives you

When you make the truth your own.





	2. The effort you make and the time you are spending

In service to God and his Kingdom

Will yield rich results and a life that’s unending,

A life full of good things to come.

(CHORUS)

Make the truth your own.

Make it live, yes, make it real.

And then feel the joy

Jehovah gives you

When you make the truth your own.





	3. Compared with our God, we are all little children

And need his direction and counsel.

So walk ev’ry day with our Father in heaven;

Receive his rich blessing in full.

(CHORUS)

Make the truth your own.

Make it live, yes, make it real.

And then feel the joy

Jehovah gives you

When you make the truth your own.









(See also Ps. 26:3; Prov. 8:35; 15:31; John 8:31, 32.)





^ (Prov. 3:1, 2) My son, do not forget my teaching,* And may your heart observe my commandments,  2 Because they will add many days And years of life and peace to you.

Or “law.”


^ (Ps. 26:3) For your loyal love is always in front of me, And I walk in your truth.



^ (Prov. 8:35) For the one finding me will find life, And he receives approval from Jehovah.



^ (Prov. 15:31) The one who listens to life-giving reproof Is at home among the wise.



^ (John 8:31, 32) Then Jesus went on to say to the Jews who had believed him: “If you remain in my word, you are really my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”









^ ***sjj song 87 Come! Be Refreshed***


SONG 87

Come! Be Refreshed


(Hebrews 10:24, 25)


	1. We live in a world that is wayward and lost;

The way of our God is not known.

We need sure direction to safeguard our steps;

We cannot succeed on our own.

Our meetings refresh us and brighten our hope;

They help us build faith in our God.

They move us with words that incite to fine deeds,

They give us the strength to go on.

We’ll never forsake what Jehovah commands;

His will is what we want to do.

Our meetings instruct us in ways that are right;

Our love for the truth they renew.



	2. Jehovah is keenly aware of our needs;

His counsel by us should be heard.

To buy out the time for occasions to meet

Shows wisdom and trust in his Word.

By wholesome instruction from God-fearing men,

We learn how our faith can be shown.

With loving support from our fam’ly of faith,

We know that we’re never alone.

So as we look forward to much better times,

We’ll meet with the ones whom we love.

And here at these meetings we’ll learn how to live

With wisdom that comes from above.







(See also Ps. 37:18; 140:1; Prov. 18:1; Eph. 5:16; Jas. 3:17.)





^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider one another so as to incite to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.



^ (Ps. 37:18) Jehovah is aware of what the blameless go through,* And their inheritance will last forever.

Lit., “the days of the blameless.”


^ (Ps. 140:1) Rescue me, O Jehovah, from evil men; Protect me from violent men,



^ (Prov. 18:1) Whoever isolates himself pursues his own selfish desires; He rejects* all practical wisdom.

Or “shows contempt for.”


^ (Eph. 5:16) making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^ (Jas. 3:17) But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, not hypocritical.









^ ***ijwyp article 112 What Will I Need to Do After Baptism?—Part 1: Keep Up Your Activity***


YOUNG PEOPLE ASK

What Will I Need to Do After Baptism?—Part 1: Keep Up Your Activity



Valuable possessions, such as a home or a car, need to be well-maintained. The same is true of your friendship with God. How will you maintain that friendship after your baptism?

In this article

	Keep studying God’s Word



	Keep praying to Jehovah



	Keep sharing your beliefs



	Keep attending Christian meetings





Keep studying God’s Word

Key scripture: “Go on bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the accurate knowledge of God.”—Colossians 1:10.

What it means: After baptism, you’ll need to keep reading the Bible and meditating on what you learn.—Psalm 25:4; 119:97.

What to expect: At times, you won’t feel motivated. You might conclude that you’re just not the “studying type.”

What you can do: Dig deeper into Bible subjects that interest you. Develop your own personal study program—one that does not become a burden. Your goal is to grow in love for Jehovah and for his Word. That kind of study is both beneficial and enjoyable.—Psalm 16:11.

Tip: To get the most out of your study, try to find a quiet place free of distractions.

What your peers say


“A Christian sister gave me good advice: Start by reading just five Bible verses each day. That helped me so much! I was able to take ‘bite-size pieces’ and then gradually add more verses to my reading program.”—Anika.







Need more help?

	  Read:

“How Can the Bible Help Me?—Part 2: Make Bible Reading Enjoyable”

“How Can I Learn to Focus?”



	  Watch:

What Your Peers Say—Bible Reading



	  Download:

“Bible-Reading Plans”





Keep praying to Jehovah

Key scripture: “Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God.”—Philippians 4:6.

What it means: Communication with God is two-way: You listen to him when you read his Word; you talk to him when you pray. Note that your prayers can include requests for your needs and thanksgiving for the blessings you have received.

What to expect: At times, your prayers could start to feel mechanical. You might even begin to doubt that Jehovah is really listening or that he wants to hear from you.—Psalm 10:1.

What you can do: Throughout the day, think of things you can pray about. If your circumstances don’t allow you to pray at length right away, make a mental note to pray about the matter later in the day. Besides your own concerns, think about the needs of others.—Philippians 2:4.

Tip: If your prayers ever seem mechanical, pray to Jehovah about that. He wants to hear about all your concerns, including those involving your prayers.—1 John 5:14.

What your peers say


“Jehovah knows us better than we know ourselves. That’s why it’s important to pray before we make a decision instead of asking Jehovah simply to bless a decision we’ve already made. When I pray, I have peace of mind, knowing that I’m relying on God rather than on myself.”—Bianca.







Need more help?

	  Read:

“Why Should I Pray?”



	  Download:

“How to Improve Your Prayers”





Keep sharing your beliefs

Key scripture: “Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. . . . By doing this you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.”—1 Timothy 4:16.

What it means: When you share your beliefs with others, you strengthen your faith too. As a result, you may save the lives of those who listen to you as well as your own life.

What to expect: At times, you may not feel motivated to share your beliefs. You might even be fearful about doing so, especially at school.

What you can do: Resolve not to let negative feelings, such as fear, govern your decisions. The apostle Paul wrote: “Even if I [declare the good news] against my will, I still have a stewardship entrusted to me.”—1 Corinthians 9:16, 17.

Tip: With your parents’ permission, find someone who can be your mentor—a fellow believer who is a good example in the ministry.—Proverbs 27:17.

What your peers say


“To give me more confidence in sharing my faith, I made an effort to prepare better. When I found someone who was interested in my beliefs, I did my best to follow up as soon as possible. I also learned much from those who set a good example in the ministry.”—Natalia.







Need more help?

	  Read:

“Why Am I Afraid to Share My Faith?”





Keep attending Christian meetings

Key scripture: “Let us consider one another so as to incite to love and fine works, not forsaking our meeting together.”—Hebrews 10:24, 25.

What it means: We go to meetings primarily to worship Jehovah. But attending meetings has two additional benefits. First, you gain encouragement from your fellow believers. Second, you encourage them when you attend and participate.—Romans 1:11, 12.

What to expect: At times, your mind could wander, which may cause you to lose out on valuable instruction. Or you might feel tempted to allow your attendance to become sporadic or to let other pursuits, such as schoolwork, get in the way.

What you can do: While not neglecting your schoolwork, resolve to attend meetings regularly, and make it a goal to get the most out of them. Get involved by volunteering to comment. After the meeting, commend at least one person for his or her participation.

Tip: Prepare in advance. Download the JW Library® app, and use the “Meetings” tab to see what will be discussed at each meeting.

What your peers say


“My attention span can be short, and at times I struggle to concentrate during congregation meetings. But when I prepare beforehand or take notes during the meeting, I’m able to focus on the material presented and remember it better.”—Esai.







Need more help?

	  Read:

“Why Go to Christian Meetings?”







Review: What will I need to do after baptism?


	  Keep studying God’s Word. Develop a customized program—one that isn’t burdensome but that increases your love for Jehovah.



	  Keep praying to Jehovah. Include supplication for your needs and thanksgiving for the blessings you receive.



	  Keep sharing your beliefs. This will deepen your faith and draw you closer to Jehovah.



	  Keep attending Christian meetings. Make it a goal to get the most out of the meetings by paying close attention.











^  (Col. 1:10) so as to walk worthily of Jehovah in order to please him fully as you go on bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the accurate knowledge of God;



^  (Ps. 25:4) Make me know your ways, O Jehovah; Teach me your paths.



^  (Ps. 119:97) How I do love your law! I ponder over* it all day long.

Or “study.”


^  (Ps. 16:11) You make known to me the path of life. In your presence* is abundant joy; There is happiness* at your right hand forever.

Lit., “With your face.”
Or “pleasantness.”


^  (Phil. 4:6) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God;



^  (Ps. 10:1) Why, O Jehovah, do you stand at a distance? Why do you hide yourself in times of distress?



^  (Phil. 2:4) as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^  (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”


^  (1 Tim. 4:16) Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.



^  (1 Cor. 9:16, 17) Now if I am declaring the good news, it is no reason for me to boast, for necessity is laid upon me. Really, woe to me if I do not declare the good news! 17 If I do this willingly, I have a reward; but even if I do it against my will, I still have a stewardship entrusted to me.



^  (Prov. 27:17) As iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens his friend.*

Lit., “the face of his friend.”


^  (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider one another so as to incite to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.



^  (Rom. 1:11, 12) For I am longing to see you, that I may impart some spiritual gift to you for you to be made firm; 12 or, rather, that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.









^ ***w19 May pp. 21-25 Do Not Be Fooled by “the Wisdom of This World”***


STUDY ARTICLE 21

Do Not Be Fooled by “the Wisdom of This World”


“The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.”​—1 COR. 3:19.

SONG 98 The Scriptures​—Inspired of God

PREVIEW*


 1. What does God’s Word give us?

WE CAN face any challenge​—all because Jehovah is our Grand Instructor. (Isa. 30:20, 21) His Word gives us everything we need to be “fully competent” and “completely equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:17) When we live by Bible teachings, we become wiser than those who promote “the wisdom of this world.”​—1 Cor. 3:19; Ps. 119:97-100.

 2. What will we examine in this article?

2 As we will see, the wisdom of the world often appeals to our fleshly desires. So we might find it difficult to resist thinking and acting like those who are part of the world. For good reason, the Bible says: “Look out that no one takes you captive by means of the philosophy and empty deception according to human tradition.” (Col. 2:8) In this article, we will examine the history of how two empty deceptions, or lies, became popular. In each case, we will see why the wisdom of the world is foolishness and how the wisdom of God’s Word is far superior to anything the world offers.

CHANGES IN VIEWPOINT TOWARD MORALITY

3-4. What changes in viewpoint toward morality took place in the United States in the early part of the 20th century?

3 In the United States, the early part of the 20th century saw a big change in people’s viewpoints about morality. Previously, many believed that sex was reserved only for those who are married and was not a topic to be discussed in public. But those standards crumbled, and permissive views spread.

4 The third decade of the 20th century became known as the Roaring Twenties, and it was characterized by far-reaching social changes. “Motion pictures, plays, songs, novels, and advertising all reflected the market for sexually-themed entertainment,” says one researcher. During that decade, dancing styles became more sexually suggestive and clothing styles became less modest. As the Bible foretold about the last days, people would to a remarkable degree become “lovers of pleasures.”​—2 Tim. 3:4.

 5. What has happened to the world’s viewpoint of moral standards since the 1960’s?

5 In the 1960’s, issues such as living together without being married, homosexual conduct, and easy divorce became prominent. Many forms of entertainment featured increasingly explicit depictions of sex. In recent decades, the bad effects of loose moral standards have been felt in many ways. One author wrote that the cause of broken families, single-parent families, emotional wounds, pornography addiction, and similar woes is related to “the deregulation of sexual norms now shaping society.” The prevalence of sexually transmitted diseases, such as AIDS, is just one indication that the wisdom of the world is foolishness.​—2 Pet. 2:19.

 6. How does the world’s view of sex serve Satan’s purpose?

6 The world’s view of sex serves Satan’s purpose. No doubt, he delights to see people abuse God’s gift of sex and degrade God’s gift of marriage. (Eph. 2:2) Not only does sexual immorality tarnish Jehovah’s beautiful gift of procreation but it can prevent those who engage in it from inheriting everlasting life.​—1 Cor. 6:9, 10.

THE BIBLE’S VIEW OF SEXUAL MORALITY

7-8. What dignified and healthy view of sexuality is presented in the Bible?

7 People who adopt the wisdom of this world ridicule the Bible’s moral standards, claiming that they are unrealistic. Such people might ask, ‘Why would God create us with sexual desires and then tell us not to act on them?’ That question is founded on the flawed belief that humans must act on every urge they feel. But the Bible states otherwise. It dignifies us by teaching that we can choose to control improper impulses. (Col. 3:5) In addition, Jehovah has provided the gift of marriage, an arrangement in which proper sexual desires can be honorably satisfied. (1 Cor. 7:8, 9) Within that arrangement, a husband and wife can enjoy sex without the regrets and insecurities that so often result from immorality.

8 In contrast with the wisdom of this world, the Bible promotes a healthy view of sexuality. It acknowledges that sex can be a source of pleasure. (Prov. 5:18, 19) However, the Bible says: “Each one of you should know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not with greedy, uncontrolled sexual passion like the nations have that do not know God.”​—1 Thess. 4:4, 5.

 9. (a) How were Jehovah’s people in the early 20th century encouraged to follow the superior wisdom of God’s Word? (b) What wise counsel is found at 1 John 2:15, 16? (c) As listed at Romans 1:24-27, what immoral practices should we resist adopting?

9 During the early 20th century, Jehovah’s people were not swayed by the empty deception of those who had “gone past all moral sense.” (Eph. 4:19) They tried to stick closely to Jehovah’s standards. The May 15, 1926, Watch Tower stated that “a man or a woman should be chaste and pure in thought and in act, particularly with reference to the opposite sex.” Regardless of what was happening in the world around them, Jehovah’s people followed the superior wisdom of God’s Word. (Read 1 John 2:15, 16.) How grateful we are for God’s Word! We are also thankful that Jehovah provides timely spiritual food to help us resist adopting the wisdom of this world regarding morality.*​—Read Romans 1:24-27.

CHANGES IN VIEWPOINT TOWARD LOVE OF SELF

10-11. What did the Bible warn would happen during the last days?

10 The Bible warned that during the last days, people would become “lovers of themselves.” (2 Tim. 3:1, 2) Not surprisingly, the world has encouraged an inflated view of self. One reference work says that during the 1970’s “self-help books proliferated.” Some books “urged readers to know and accept themselves and to celebrate who they were.” Consider, for example, the statement made in one such book: “Be in love with the most beautiful, exciting, worthy person ever​—you.” The book advocates a “religion of the self in which an individual determines his own behavior based upon his own conscience and the laws of his culture that work for him.”

11 Does that idea sound familiar to you? Satan encouraged Eve to do something similar. He said that she could “be like God, knowing good and bad.” (Gen. 3:5) Today, many think so highly of themselves that in their opinion no one​—not even God—​can tell them what is right and what is wrong. For example, that attitude has become especially evident in the way people view marriage.

12. What view of marriage does the world promote?

12 The Bible instructs the husband and wife to honor each other and their marriage vows. It encourages marriage mates to have a deep sense of commitment to each other, stating: “A man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” (Gen. 2:24) In contrast, those influenced by the wisdom of the world promote a different view, saying that each spouse should focus on his or her own needs. “In some ceremonies,” notes one book about divorce, “the traditional pledge to marry for ‘as long as we both shall live’ was replaced with the more limited promise to marry for ‘as long as we both shall love.’” Such a casual view of marriage has led to countless broken families and has caused immeasurable emotional harm. Without a doubt, the world’s disrespectful view of marriage is a foolish teaching.

13. What is one reason why Jehovah detests proud people?

13 The Bible says: “Everyone proud in heart is detestable to Jehovah.” (Prov. 16:5) Why does Jehovah detest proud people? One reason is that those who develop and promote an inflated love of self reflect Satan’s own arrogance. Imagine, Satan believed that Jesus​—the one whom God used to create all things—​should bow down and worship him! (Matt. 4:8, 9; Col. 1:15, 16) Those with such an inflated view of their own importance confirm that the wisdom of the world is foolishness with God.

THE BIBLE’S VIEW OF SELF-IMPORTANCE

14. How does Romans 12:3 help us to have a balanced view of ourselves?

14 The Bible helps us to have a balanced view of ourselves. It acknowledges that a degree of self-love is proper. Jesus said: “Love your neighbor as yourself,” which indicates that we should give a reasonable amount of attention to our needs. (Matt. 19:19) However, the Bible does not teach that we should elevate ourselves above others. Rather, it states: “Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of egotism, but with humility consider others superior to you.”​—Phil. 2:3; read Romans 12:3.

15. Why do you feel that the Bible’s counsel about self-importance is practical?

15 Today, many people who are considered wise would ridicule the Bible’s counsel about self-importance. They would say that considering others superior to you would make you vulnerable and that others would take advantage of you. Really, though, what fruitage has the self-centered attitude promoted by Satan’s world produced? What have you observed? Are selfish people happy? Do they have happy families? Do they have genuine friends? Do they have a close friendship with God? From what you have seen, which produces the best results​—following the wisdom of this world or the wisdom found in God’s Word?

16-17. For what can we be thankful, and why?

16 People who follow the advice of those whom the world views as wise are like a tourist who asks a fellow tourist for directions when both of them are lost. Jesus said regarding the “wise” men of his day: “Blind guides is what they are. If, then, a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.” (Matt. 15:14) Truly, the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.

17 The Bible’s wise counsel has always proved to be “beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for correcting, for disciplining in righteousness.” (2 Tim. 3:16, ftn.) How thankful we can be that Jehovah, through his organization, has protected us from the wisdom of this world! (Eph. 4:14) The spiritual food he has provided gives us the strength we need to cling to the standards of his Word. What a privilege it is to be guided by the infallible wisdom found in the Bible!



CAN YOU RECALL?


	  Why is the world’s view of morality foolishness with God?



	  How does the Bible’s view of sexual morality dignify humans?



	  How does the Bible help us to have a balanced view of ourselves?









SONG 54 “This Is the Way”

^  This article will help us strengthen our conviction that Jehovah is the only reliable Source of guidance. Also, it will show that following the world’s wisdom has tragic consequences, whereas applying the wisdom of God’s Word is beneficial.


^  For example, see Questions Young People Ask​—Answers That Work, Volume 1, chaps. 24-26, and Volume 2, chaps. 4-5.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: We see some moments in the life of a married Witness couple through time. The brother and sister share in the preaching work during the late 1960’s.


^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: In the 1980’s, the husband cares for his wife during her time of illness while the couple’s young daughter looks on.


^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: Today, the couple relive happy memories of their life spent in Jehovah’s service. Their grown daughter and her family share in the couple’s joy.






^ (1 Cor. 3:19) For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God, for it is written: “He catches the wise in their own cunning.”



^  (Isa. 30:20, 21) Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes. 21 And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^  (2 Tim. 3:17) so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^  (1 Cor. 3:19) For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God, for it is written: “He catches the wise in their own cunning.”



^  (Ps. 119:97-100) How I do love your law! I ponder over* it all day long. 98 Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, Because it is with me forever. 99 I have more insight than all my teachers, Because I ponder over* your reminders. 100 I act with more understanding than older men, Because I observe your orders.

Or “study.”
Or “study.”


^  (Col. 2:8) Look out that no one takes you captive by means of the philosophy and empty deception according to human tradition, according to the elementary things of the world and not according to Christ;



^  (2 Tim. 3:4) betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God,



^  (2 Pet. 2:19) While they are promising them freedom, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for if anyone is overcome by someone, he is his slave.*

Or “overcome by something, he is its slave.”


^  (Eph. 2:2) in which you at one time walked according to the system of things* of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.

Or “the course; the ways; the customs.”


^  (1 Cor. 6:9, 10) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom.

Or “Do not be deceived.”


^  (Col. 3:5) Deaden, therefore, your body members that are on the earth as respects sexual immorality, uncleanness, uncontrolled sexual passion, hurtful desire, and greediness, which is idolatry.



^  (1 Cor. 7:8, 9) Now I say to those who are unmarried and to the widows that it is better for them if they remain as I am. 9 But if they do not have self-control, let them marry, for it is better to marry than to be inflamed with passion.



^  (Prov. 5:18, 19) May your own fountain* be blessed, And may you rejoice with the wife of your youth, 19 A loving doe, a graceful mountain goat.* Let her breasts satisfy* you at all times. May you be captivated by her love constantly.

Or “water source.”
Or “ibex.”
Or “intoxicate.”


^  (1 Thess. 4:4, 5) Each one of you should know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5 not with greedy, uncontrolled sexual passion like the nations have that do not know God.



^ (1 John 2:15, 16) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^ (Rom. 1:24-27) Therefore, God, in keeping with the desires of their hearts, gave them up to uncleanness, so that their bodies might be dishonored among them. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for the lie and venerated* and rendered sacred service to the creation rather than the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen. 26 That is why God gave them over to disgraceful sexual passion, for their females changed the natural use of themselves into one contrary to nature; 27 likewise also the males left the natural use of the female and became violently inflamed in their lust toward one another, males with males, working what is obscene and receiving in themselves the full penalty, which was due for their error.

Or “worshipped.”


^  (Eph. 4:19) Having gone past all moral sense, they gave themselves over to brazen conduct to practice every sort of uncleanness with greediness.



^  (1 John 2:15, 16) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^  (Rom. 1:24-27) Therefore, God, in keeping with the desires of their hearts, gave them up to uncleanness, so that their bodies might be dishonored among them. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for the lie and venerated* and rendered sacred service to the creation rather than the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen. 26 That is why God gave them over to disgraceful sexual passion, for their females changed the natural use of themselves into one contrary to nature; 27 likewise also the males left the natural use of the female and became violently inflamed in their lust toward one another, males with males, working what is obscene and receiving in themselves the full penalty, which was due for their error.

Or “worshipped.”


^  (2 Tim. 3:1, 2) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal,



^  (Gen. 3:5) For God knows that in the very day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and bad.”



^  (Gen. 2:24) That is why a man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to* his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Or “remain with.”


^  (Prov. 16:5) Everyone proud in heart is detestable to Jehovah. Be assured* that he will not go unpunished.

Lit., “Hand to hand.”


^  (Matt. 4:8, 9) Again the Devil took him along to an unusually high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him: “All these things I will give you if you fall down and do an act of worship to me.”



^  (Col. 1:15, 16) He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 because by means of him all other things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the things visible and the things invisible, whether they are thrones or lordships or governments or authorities. All other things have been created through him and for him.



^ (Rom. 12:3) For through the undeserved kindness given to me, I tell everyone there among you not to think more of himself than it is necessary to think, but to think so as to have a sound mind, each one as God has given* to him a measure of faith.

Or “apportioned; distributed.”


^  (Matt. 19:19) honor your father and your mother, and you must love your neighbor as yourself.”



^  (Phil. 2:3) Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of egotism, but with humility consider others superior to you,



^  (Rom. 12:3) For through the undeserved kindness given to me, I tell everyone there among you not to think more of himself than it is necessary to think, but to think so as to have a sound mind, each one as God has given* to him a measure of faith.

Or “apportioned; distributed.”


^  (Matt. 15:14) Let them be. Blind guides is what they are. If, then, a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”*

Or “ditch.”


^  (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^  (Eph. 4:14) So we should no longer be children, tossed about as by waves and carried here and there by every wind of teaching by means of the trickery of men, by means of cunning in deceptive schemes.









^ ***ijwyp article 82 How Can I Manage My Time?***


YOUNG PEOPLE ASK

How Can I Manage My Time?



	Why manage your time?



	What you can do



	What your peers say





Why manage your time?

	  Time is like money. If you waste it, you won’t have it when you need it. On the other hand, if you budget your time, you will have some left over to do the things you enjoy!

Bible principle: “The lazy person has his cravings, yet he has nothing, but the diligent one will be fully satisfied.”​—Proverbs 13:4.

The bottom line: Managing your time will give you more freedom, not less.



	  Time management is a valuable skill that will serve you well in adulthood. It can even make the difference between your holding down a job and being fired. After all, if you ran a business, would you keep an employee who repeatedly showed up late for work?

Bible principle: “The person faithful in what is least is faithful also in much.”​—Luke 16:10.

The bottom line: The ability to manage time says something about the kind of person you are.





Admittedly, though, time management isn’t easy. Consider just a few obstacles.

Obstacle #1: Friends

“If friends ask me to go out with them, I almost always make it happen even if I really don’t have the time. I think, ‘Oh, I can do a rush job when I get home.’ It doesn’t always work, and things have gone very wrong as a result.”​—Cynthia.



Obstacle #2: Distractions

“TV is like a vacuum cleaner. It sucks you in with its shows and movies, which are hard to resist.”​—Ivy.



“I can waste hours on my tablet. I feel guilty when the only thing that stops me is if the battery dies.”​—Marie.



Obstacle #3: Procrastination

“I procrastinate on my school assignments and on anything else I need to get done. I’ll waste my time doing something stupid until I absolutely have to get my assignment finished​—not exactly the best time management.”​—Beth.



What you can do

	               List your required tasks. Examples include your household chores and homework. Write down how much time you need to complete each task in a typical week.

Bible principle: “Make sure of the more important things.”​—Philippians 1:​10.



	               List the activities you like to do in your free time. This could include such activities as social networking and watching TV. Again, write down how many hours you spend on each activity in a typical week.

Bible principle: “Go on walking in wisdom . . . , making the best use of your time.”​—Colossians 4:5.



	               Create a plan. Look back at the two lists you created. Is enough time allocated for the important tasks? Do you need to buy out time from your leisure activities?

Tip: Make a daily to-do list, checking off each item as it is finished.

Bible principle: “The plans of the diligent surely lead to success.”​—Proverbs 21:5.



	               Follow through. True, you might have to turn down a social invitation now and then to get the important things done. Overall, however, you will find that you have more free time​—and you will enjoy it more.

Bible principle: “Be industrious, do not loiter at your business.”​—Romans 12:11, footnote.



	               Reward yourself​—but not too soon. “Sometimes I will complete two things on my to-do list,” says a young woman named Tara, “and then I’ll think, ‘OK, I can watch TV for 15 minutes and then I’ll get back to work.’ Well, 15 minutes turns into 30, and 30 minutes turns into an hour, and before I know it, I’ve wasted two hours on TV!”

The solution? View recreation as a reward for completing your tasks​—not as an automatic part of your day.

Bible principle: “There is nothing better for a man than to . . . find enjoyment in his hard work.”​—Ecclesiastes 2:​24.







What your peers say


“I keep a written schedule so that I can see what I need to accomplish. I even schedule quiet time so that I can ‘recharge my batteries.’ Having a plan gives me a clear picture of where I need to be strict with myself and where I can be flexible.”​—Cheyenne.



“I have learned to say no to things that I just can’t do. It can be hard to say no, but I’ve never had anyone get mad at me when I explained that the reason I couldn’t help was that I wouldn’t be able to give it my full attention.”​—Samuel.



“When my schedule was at its craziest, I tended to neglect sleep and exercise. But sometimes that extra hour of sleep or time spent exercising increases my productivity and happiness the next day. Taking care of your health is important.”​—Brooklyn.









^  (Prov. 13:4) The lazy person has his cravings, yet he* has nothing, But the diligent one* will be fully satisfied.*

Or “his soul.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “will be made fat.”


^  (Luke 16:10) The person faithful in what is least is faithful also in much, and the person unrighteous in what is least is unrighteous also in much.



^  (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^  (Col. 4:5) Go on walking in wisdom toward those on the outside, making the best use of your time.



^  (Prov. 21:5) The plans of the diligent surely lead to success,* But all who are hasty surely head for poverty.

Or “advantage.”


^  (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”


^  (Eccl. 2:24) There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and find enjoyment* in his hard work. This too, I have realized, is from the hand of the true God,

Or “cause his soul to see good.”








^ ***lff lesson 48***


LESSON 48

Choose Your Friends Wisely




Close friends add to our happiness during good times, and they strengthen us during hard times. But the Bible warns us that not everyone is a good friend. So how can you choose good friends? Consider the following questions.

1. How will the friends you choose affect you?

We tend to become like the people we spend time with. This can be good or bad​—and that is true whether we spend time with them in person or on social media. As the Bible says, “the one walking with the wise will become wise, but the one who has dealings with the stupid [those who do not love Jehovah] will fare badly.” (Proverbs 13:20) Friends who love and worship Jehovah can help you to stay close to him and to make good decisions. But close friends outside the congregation can cause us to draw away from Jehovah. No wonder the Bible encourages us to choose our friends wisely! When our friends are people who love God, we benefit both ourselves and them. We are able to “keep encouraging one another and building one another up.”​—1 Thessalonians 5:11.

2. How will your choice of friends affect Jehovah?

Jehovah chooses his friends carefully. “His close friendship is with the upright.” (Proverbs 3:32) How would Jehovah feel if we were to choose friends who do not love him? He would be very disappointed! (Read James 4:4.) On the other hand, Jehovah will be pleased and will choose us as friends if we reject bad association and draw close to him and to those who love him.​—Psalm 15:1-4.




DIG DEEPER


Examine why our choice of friends is so important, and see how you can develop friendships that will truly enrich your life.





3. Beware of bad association

People who do not love God and his standards are bad association. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.



VIDEO: Learn to Reject Bad Association (6:17)





	  How could we become involved in bad association without realizing it?





Read 1 Corinthians 15:33, and then discuss these questions:

	  What kind of person could be bad association for you? Why?





Read Psalm 119:63, and then discuss this question:

	  What should you look for in a friend?









4. People who are different from us can become our good friends

The Bible describes David and Jonathan, two men in ancient Israel. They were very different in age and circumstances; yet, they had a remarkable friendship. Read 1 Samuel 18:1, and then discuss this question:

	  Why do our friends not always have to come from our own age group or social status?





Read Romans 1:11, 12, and then discuss this question:

	  How can friends who love Jehovah encourage each other?





In this dramatization, see how one young brother found friends in unexpected places. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.



VIDEO: Find Friends in Unexpected Places (5:06)





	  In the video, why were Akil’s parents concerned about his friendships at school?



	  What factors initially made those friendships appealing to him?



	  How was he able to overcome his loneliness?





5. How to cultivate good friendships


Consider how to find real friends​—and how to be one in return. Play the VIDEO.







VIDEO: What’s a Real Friend? (4:14)








Read Proverbs 18:24 and 27:17, and then discuss these questions:

	  How do real friends help each other?



	  Do you have good friendships like that? If not, how could you develop some?





Read Philippians 2:4, and then discuss this question:

	  To have good friends, you need to be a good friend. How can you do that?










SOME PEOPLE SAY: “Any friends are better than no friends at all.”

	  What would you say?










SUMMARY

When we choose our friends wisely, we please Jehovah and benefit ourselves.

Review

	  Why does Jehovah care about our choice of friends?



	  What kind of friendships should we avoid?



	  How can you build strong friendships with the right sort of people?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Get to know more people in the congregation.



Other: 










EXPLORE



See how the right kind of friends can help us in times of trial.

“Build Strong Friendships Before the End Comes” (The Watchtower, November 2019)







Consider practical steps you can take to make good friends.

“How Can I Make Good Friends?” (Questions Young People Ask​—Answers That Work, Volume 1, chapter 8)







What should you know about online friendships?

Be Social-Network Smart (4:12)







In the story “I Yearned for a Father,” find out what caused one man to reevaluate his choice of friends.

“The Bible Changes Lives” (The Watchtower, April 1, 2012)













^ (Prov. 13:20) The one walking with the wise will become wise, But the one who has dealings with the stupid will fare badly.



^ (1 Thess. 5:11) Therefore, keep encouraging one another and building one another up, just as you are in fact doing.



^ (Prov. 3:32) For Jehovah detests a devious person, But His close friendship is with the upright.



^ (Jas. 4:4) Adulteresses,* do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend of the world is making himself an enemy of God.

Or “You unfaithful ones.”


^ (Ps. 15:1-4) O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.

Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”


^ (1 Cor. 15:33) Do not be misled. Bad associations spoil useful habits.*

Or “corrupt good morals.”


^ (Ps. 119:63) I am a friend of all who fear you And of those who keep your orders.



^ (1 Sam. 18:1) As soon as David had finished speaking to Saul, Jonʹa·than and David became bound together in close friendship,* and Jonʹa·than began to love him as himself.*

Or “Jonathan’s soul became bound with David’s soul.”
Or “as his own soul.”


^ (Rom. 1:11, 12) For I am longing to see you, that I may impart some spiritual gift to you for you to be made firm; 12 or, rather, that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.



^ (Prov. 18:24) There are companions ready to crush one another, But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.



^ (Prov. 27:17) As iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens his friend.*

Lit., “the face of his friend.”


^ (Phil. 2:4) as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.















^ ***sjj song 113 Our Possession of Peace***


SONG 113

Our Possession of Peace


(John 14:27)


	1. Praise Jehovah, God of peace,

God of unity.

He will make all wars to cease,

Bring in harmony.

Prince of Peace is Christ his Son,

Tender, calm, and kind.

When the fight for right he’s won,

Perfect peace we’ll find.



	2. We have left off angry words,

Making quarrels cease.

We have made from spears and swords,

Implements of peace.

If this peace we want to keep,

Then we must forgive.

Peacefully as Jesus’ sheep,

May we learn and live.



	3. Peace from God gives proof to all;

He has blessed our way.

His commands we gladly keep,

Ready to obey.

We would recommend our way,

Show our peaceful care

Till the Kingdom’s perfect day

Brings peace ev’rywhere.







(See also Ps. 46:9; Isa. 2:4; Jas. 3:17, 18.)





^ (John 14:27) I leave you peace; I give you my peace. I do not give it to you the way that the world gives it. Do not let your hearts be troubled nor let them shrink out of fear.



^ (Ps. 46:9) He is bringing an end to wars throughout the earth. He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; He burns the military wagons* with fire.

Or possibly, “the shields.”


^ (Isa. 2:4) He will render judgment among the nations And set matters straight* respecting many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.

Or “correct matters.”


^ (Jas. 3:17, 18) But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, not hypocritical. 18 Moreover, the fruit of righteousness is sown in peaceful conditions for* those who are making peace.

Or possibly, “by.”








^ ***sjj song 89 Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed***


SONG 89

Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed


(Luke 11:28)


	1. If we have listened to Christ, will we show it?

His teaching shines as it shows us the way.

It makes us happy to hear and to know it,

But we’ll be blessed if we know and obey.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.





	2. Our way of life, like a house, gives protection

When it is built on the rock, not on sand.

If we apply Jesus’ loving direction,

We’ll build a life which on bedrock will stand.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.





	3. Just as a tree rooted deep by the waters

Gives of its fruit when each season arrives,

If we obey as God’s own sons and daughters,

We’ll all be blessed and enjoy endless lives.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.









(See also Deut. 28:2; Ps. 1:3; Prov. 10:22; Matt. 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49.)





^ (Luke 11:28) But he said: “No, rather, happy are those hearing the word of God and keeping it!”



^ (Deut. 28:2) All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you, because you keep listening to the voice of Jehovah your God:



^ (Ps. 1:3) He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.



^ (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”


^ (Matt. 7:24-27) “Therefore, everyone who hears these sayings of mine and does them will be like a discreet man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and lashed against that house, but it did not cave in, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 Furthermore, everyone hearing these sayings of mine and not doing them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and struck against that house, and it caved in, and its collapse was great.”



^ (Luke 6:47-49) Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man who in building a house dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on the rock. Consequently, when a flood came, the river dashed against that house but was not strong enough to shake it, for it was well-built. 49 On the other hand, whoever hears and does nothing is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The river dashed against it, and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.”









^ ***w02 5/15 p. 28 Questions From Readers***

Questions From Readers

Would it be advisable for a true Christian to attend a funeral or a wedding in a church?

Our taking part in any form of false religion is displeasing to Jehovah and must be avoided. (2 Corinthians 6:14-17; Revelation 18:4) A church funeral is a religious service that likely involves a sermon advocating such unscriptural ideas as the immortality of the soul and a heavenly reward for all good people. It may also include such practices as making the sign of the cross and joining in prayer with the priest or minister. Prayers and other religious exercises contrary to Bible teaching may also be a part of a religious wedding ceremony held in a church or elsewhere. Being in a group where everyone else is engaging in a false religious act, a Christian may find it difficult to resist the pressure to join in. How unwise to expose oneself to such pressure!

What if a Christian feels obligated to attend a funeral or a wedding held in a church? An unbelieving husband, for example, may urge his Christian wife to be with him on such an occasion. Could she join him as a quiet observer? Out of regard for her husband’s wishes, the wife may decide to go with him, being determined not to share in any religious ceremonies. On the other hand, she may decide not to go, reasoning that the emotional pressure of the circumstances could prove to be too much for her, perhaps causing her to compromise godly principles. The decision would be hers to make. She definitely would want to be settled in her heart, having a clean conscience.​—1 Timothy 1:19.

In any case, it would be to her advantage to explain to her husband that she could not conscientiously share in any religious ceremonies or join in the singing of hymns or bow her head when prayer is offered. On the basis of her explanation, he may conclude that his wife’s presence could give rise to a situation that might be unpleasant to him. He may choose to go alone out of love for his wife, respect for her beliefs, or a desire to avoid any embarrassment. But if he insists that she go with him, she might go as a mere observer.

Not to be overlooked is the effect our attending a service in a religious building might have on fellow believers. Could it injure the conscience of some? Might their resistance to avoid engaging in idolatry be weakened? “Make sure of the more important things,” admonishes the apostle Paul, “so that you may be flawless and not be stumbling others up to the day of Christ.”​—Philippians 1:10.

If the occasion involves a close fleshly relative, there may be additional family pressures. In any case, a Christian must carefully weigh all the factors involved. Under certain circumstances he or she may conclude that no difficulties would arise from attending a church funeral or wedding as an observer. However, the circumstances may be such that by attending, the likely injury to one’s own conscience or to that of others would outweigh the possible benefits of being present. Whatever the situation, the Christian should make sure that the decision will not interfere with his preserving a good conscience before God and men.



^ (2 Cor. 6:14-17) Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what fellowship do righteousness and lawlessness have? Or what sharing does light have with darkness? 15 Further, what harmony is there between Christ and Beʹli·al? Or what does a believer share in common with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement does God’s temple have with idols? For we are a temple of a living God; just as God said: “I will reside among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 17 “‘Therefore, get out from among them, and separate yourselves,’ says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the unclean thing’”; “‘and I will take you in.’”



^ (Rev. 18:4) And I heard another voice out of heaven say: “Get out of her, my people, if you do not want to share with her in her sins, and if you do not want to receive part of her plagues.



^ (1 Tim. 1:19) holding faith and a good conscience, which some have thrust aside, resulting in the shipwreck of their faith.



^ (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;









^ ***lff lesson 35 point 5***





5. Respect the consciences of others

Different people will make different decisions. How can we show respect for the consciences of others? Consider two situations:

Situation 1: A sister who likes to wear makeup moves to a congregation where many sisters are bothered when they see others wearing it.

Read Romans 15:1 and 1 Corinthians 10:23, 24, and then discuss these questions:

	  Based on these verses, what might that sister decide? What will you do if you are with a person whose conscience forbids doing something that your conscience allows you to do?





Situation 2: A brother knows that the Bible does not condemn using alcohol in moderation, but he chooses to abstain from it. He is invited to a social gathering where he sees brothers drinking alcohol.

Read Ecclesiastes 7:16 and Romans 14:1, 10, and then discuss these questions:

	  Based on these verses, what might that brother decide? What will you do if you see another person doing something that your conscience keeps you from doing?









What steps lead to good decisions?

1. Ask Jehovah to help you decide what to do.​—James 1:5.

2. Do research in the Bible and Bible-based publications to find principles that apply. You may also consult experienced Christians.

3. Consider the effect the decision will have on your conscience and the consciences of others.













^ (Rom. 15:1) We, though, who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those not strong, and not to be pleasing ourselves.



^ (1 Cor. 10:23, 24) All things are lawful, but not all things are advantageous. All things are lawful, but not all things build up. 24 Let each one keep seeking, not his own advantage, but that of the other person.



^ (Eccl. 7:16) Do not be overly righteous, nor show yourself excessively wise. Why should you bring ruin to yourself?



^ (Rom. 14:1) Welcome the man having weaknesses in his faith, but do not pass judgment on differing opinions.



^ (Rom. 14:10) But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you also look down on your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.



^ (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”
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