
[image: The Watchtower, March 2026]






	
Study Edition


	
Table of Contents


	
Improve Your “Art of Teaching” in the Ministry


	
Trust in the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe


	
How Will You Fight Your Distractions?


	
Show Insight and You “Will Find Success”


	
Why You Can Be Happy When You Are Hated


	
Be Courageous and Loyal Like Benaiah


	
Page Navigation







	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	10

	11

	12

	13

	14

	15

	16

	17

	18

	19

	20

	21

	22

	23

	24

	25

	26

	27

	28

	29

	30

	31

	32







[image: Job, healthy and well-dressed, enjoying the company of many friends who are visiting him and his wife at their home.]




Study Edition

MARCH 2026

STUDY ARTICLES FOR: MAY 4–JUNE 7, 2026


© 2025 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania




This publication is not for sale. It is provided as part of a worldwide Bible educational work supported by voluntary donations. To make a donation, please visit donate.jw.org.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the modern-language New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures.







Table of Contents


IN THIS ISSUE

Study article for May 4-10, 2026

 2  Improve Your “Art of Teaching” in the Ministry

Study article for May 11-17, 2026

 8  Trust in the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe

Study article for May 18-24, 2026

14  How Will You Fight Your Distractions?

Study article for May 25-31, 2026

20  Show Insight and You “Will Find Success”

Study article for June 1-7, 2026

26  Why You Can Be Happy When You Are Hated

32  Bible Character​—Be Courageous and Loyal Like Benaiah










MAY 4-10, 2026




SONG 53 Preparing to Preach



Improve Your “Art of Teaching” in the Ministry



“Preach the word . . . with all patience and art of teaching.”​—2 TIM. 4:2.




FOCUS

Three ways we can improve our teaching ability in the ministry.




 1. What skill should we want to develop, and why? (2 Timothy 4:2) (See also picture.)


Your answer



JESUS told his followers: “Make disciples . . . , teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you.” (Matt. 28:19, 20) This instruction indicates that all Christians should be teachers. True, Jehovah draws those who are “rightly disposed,” and the angels play a role in directing us to such ones. (Acts 13:48; John 6:44; Rev. 14:6) Still, we need to do our part. Consider the examples set by the apostles Paul and Barnabas. The Bible relates that when they preached in the synagogue in Iconium, they “spoke in such a manner that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks became believers.” (Acts 14:1) No doubt, Paul and Barnabas had developed the “art of teaching.” (Read 2 Timothy 4:2.) All Christians would do well to cultivate that art.



[image: Paul speaking with conviction in a synagogue as people listen intently. Nearby, Barnabas joyfully observes Paul teach.]

We can learn much about the “art of teaching” from the examples set by Jesus and his disciples, such as the apostles Paul and Barnabas (See paragraph 1)







 2. Why might some Christians feel that they cannot improve their teaching skills?


Your answer



2 Some may feel that they cannot improve their teaching skills because they have limited secular education or natural ability. Some men mentioned in the Bible also felt inadequate. (Ex. 4:10; Jer. 1:6) Others may feel discouraged about their teaching ability because they do not seem to get the positive results that others do. Of course, not everyone we speak to or meet will respond positively to the good news. And the results we obtain do not depend entirely on our efforts. As mentioned, Jehovah and the angels see to it that honesthearted ones are found. Still, we want to do our best to present our message in an appealing way. To help us, this article will discuss three ways we can improve our art of teaching in the ministry.

CARE ABOUT YOUR LISTENERS

 3. Why was Jesus able to touch the hearts of his listeners?


Your answer



3 The Bible says that Jesus “knew what was in man.” (John 2:25) This phrase conveys the meaning that Jesus knew how people thought and what their motives were. Jesus was able to touch the hearts of his listeners because he understood their needs. He could see that people were spiritually malnourished and that they were oppressed by countless traditions and man-made rules. (Matt. 9:36; 23:4) Jesus addressed those very issues in his Sermon on the Mount. Many people were drawn to Jesus because he spoke about matters that affected them personally.

 4. How can we show that we care about people? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



4 We can show that we care about the people we meet by trying to understand their concerns. Every person we preach to is in some way affected by Satan’s corrupt system. Bearing that in mind can help us to empathize with the people in our territory. For example, is there a recent news event that might concern those in our territory? Are parents worried about the safety of their children at school? Is unemployment common? Try to imagine what life is like for people as they face these “critical times” without the hope that the Bible offers.​—2 Tim. 3:1; Isa. 65:13, 14.



[image: Collage: A sister preparing for the ministry by thoughtfully reflecting on the circumstances of the people in her territory. 1. A mother protectively holds her young son while a man threatens them with a raised fist. 2. A young woman smokes a cigarette. 3. An elderly woman receives bad news from a doctor regarding her health.]

Try to understand the circumstances of those you teach, and learn to care about them (See paragraph 4)







 5. As a teacher, how did Jesus differ from the Pharisees? (Matthew 11:28-30)


Your answer



5 Jesus cared about his listeners, and they could see this in the way that he treated them. How different he was from the Pharisees, who looked down on the common people and viewed them as contemptible! (Matt. 23:13; John 7:49) But Jesus treated people with kindness and respect. He was “mild-tempered and lowly in heart,” and that contributed to his being an effective teacher. (Read Matthew 11:28-30.) We too should treat our listeners with kindness and respect.

 6. How can we show kindness and respect to those who reject or oppose our message?


Your answer



6 Some reject or even oppose our message. How should we respond? Jesus instructed us to do more than simply tolerate opposition. He said “to do good to those hating you,” “to bless those cursing you,” and even “to pray for those who are insulting you.” (Luke 6:27, 28) That will be easier for us to do if we give those who reject our message the benefit of the doubt. Granted, some are outright opposers. However, others may be distressed by a family problem or anxious about a situation that has nothing to do with us. Perhaps we simply called on them at a bad time. In all cases, we should follow the admonition to “let [our] words always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that [we] will know how [we] should answer each person.” (Col. 4:6) If we have empathy for people and try to understand their needs, we will be less inclined to take offense and we may be better teachers.

RELY ON GOD’S WORD

 7. How did Jesus show that he relied on God’s Word when teaching? (John 7:14-16)


Your answer



7 Jesus did not rely on his own knowledge. His teaching was based on God’s Word, which he applied in ways that his audience could easily grasp and remember. The Bible tells us that Jesus taught “as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” The people “were astounded” by that. (Mark 1:22; see study note on “not as the scribes.”) To support their teachings, the scribes in Jesus’ day would quote highly respected rabbis. In contrast, Jesus freely quoted from the inspired Scriptures. As the Son of God who previously lived in heaven, he could have used his vast wisdom to impress his listeners and even overwhelm them. But he did not. Instead, he centered his teaching on God’s will and Word. (Read John 7:14-16.) Jesus set an outstanding example for his followers.

 8. How did the apostle Peter follow Jesus’ example?


Your answer



8 Jesus’ disciples too relied on God’s Word when teaching. For example, consider the speech the apostle Peter gave on the day of Pentecost 33 C.E. Peter was not a highly educated man. Yet, he touched the hearts of his listeners with his Scriptural explanation of the prophecies that Jesus fulfilled. (Acts 2:14-37) The result? “Those who gladly accepted his word were baptized, and on that day about 3,000 people were added.”​—Acts 2:41.

 9. When we teach, why should we rely on God’s Word?


Your answer



9 There is no better tool to reach our listeners’ hearts than the Word of God. (Heb. 4:12) Therefore, we need to focus on the Bible when teaching. We want to “preach the word,” not our own ideas. (2 Tim. 4:2) Proverbs 2:6 says: “Jehovah himself gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and discernment.” So when we teach from the Scriptures, we are, in a sense, letting Jehovah speak. (Mal. 2:7) We want people to know that the Bible contains something far superior to human wisdom. It is inspired of God and imparts knowledge that we need to acquire in order to please our Creator and live a happy, fulfilling life.​—2 Tim. 3:16, 17.

10. How can we direct a Bible student’s attention to God’s Word?


Your answer



10 As you prepare to conduct a Bible study, find ways to direct your student’s attention to what the Bible teaches. Your student should understand that while pictures and videos can enhance our learning, the Bible is the main textbook. So look up key texts and help your student reason on them. When referring to pictures and videos, make sure that the student understands the fundamental Bible principles that are being taught. You do not need to say very much or to read a great many scriptures to accomplish that. Instead, give the student time to absorb the meaning of each one that is read, even rereading a scripture if necessary. In that way, we will truly be conducting, not a book study or a picture study or a video study, but a Bible study.​—1 Cor. 2:13.

11-12. (a) How can we be patient with our Bible students? (Acts 17:1-4) (See also picture.) (b) What might some not realize about the Bible, and how might we help them?


Your answers



11 If your student finds a point difficult to accept, remember to “preach the word . . . with all patience.” Not everyone progresses at the same rate. Some students may need extra time to grasp truths that we take for granted. Paul had to witness to the Jews in Thessalonica on several occasions, reasoning with them from the Scriptures, before some of them understood the point.​—Read Acts 17:1-4.

12 Another way we can show patience is by drawing out students with questions and by resisting any urge we might have to talk a lot. Try to listen carefully and understand their thinking. Then read and discuss specific scriptures to help them understand God’s thinking on the matter. Also, consider this: Some people are completely unfamiliar with the Bible and have no idea what it contains. Would it be helpful to show them a printed Bible? You could refer to “An Introduction to God’s Word,” located in the front of the New World Translation, to convey the wealth of information found in the Bible. You might then illustrate the practical value of the content by using one or two scriptures listed under question 15 to explain how the Bible can help us find happiness. In short, if you show your Bible students the power of God’s Word, your teaching will be more effective.



[image: The sister from the preceding image, conducting a Bible study on an outdoor bench with the young woman who was smoking. The sister listens attentively as the woman expresses herself.]

A skillful teacher is mainly a listener, not a talker (See paragraphs 11-12)







FOCUS ON JEHOVAH

13. When we teach, to whom should we direct attention? Illustrate.


Your answer



13 Our goal is to help our listeners to get to know Jehovah and to draw close to him. (Jas. 4:8) In that regard, we can compare our work to that of a lighting technician in a theater. During the show, he does not shine the light on himself. Rather, he directs it toward the main characters, ensuring that they are in the spotlight. When we teach, we should do the same​—focus attention on Jehovah, not on ourselves.

14. How can we help our student focus on Jehovah?


Your answer



14 When conducting a Bible study, help your student develop the desire to please Jehovah. (Prov. 27:11) You are not merely trying to get your student to conform to a code of conduct, as if he or she were joining a club. You want your student to make changes in order to please Jehovah. For example, if your student is struggling to overcome a bad habit, ask him such questions as: “Why does Jehovah hate this practice? Why would Jehovah require that you give up something you enjoy? How does this requirement show that Jehovah loves you?” The more you motivate your student to think about Jehovah, the more he will see what a wonderful Father we have. That, in turn, will help your student want to please Jehovah.

KEEP IMPROVING YOUR ART OF TEACHING

15. What can you do to keep improving in your art of teaching?


Your answer



15 You can ask Jehovah in prayer to help you analyze your art of teaching to see where you can improve. (1 John 5:14) Working in harmony with your prayers, you can take to heart the training that Jehovah gives at congregation meetings. You can invite capable teachers to go with you on your Bible study. Then ask for feedback. Remember, too, that although you are familiar with the material, your student is not. Try to look at the material through his eyes. Then help your student to realize that our message is truly good news. It can move him to have a close friendship with Jehovah and can bring him genuine happiness.​—Ps. 1:1-3.

16. How will we benefit if we keep improving our art of teaching?


Your answer



16 Teaching others about Jehovah is one of the greatest joys we can experience. The joyful work of teaching will be much needed in the future new world. Let us continue, then, to care about our listeners, to rely on God’s Word, and to focus on Jehovah as we preach the good news. By doing so, we can improve our art of teaching in the ministry.



HOW CAN YOU SHOW THAT YOU . . .


	  care about your listeners?


Your answer





	  rely on God’s Word?


Your answer





	  focus on Jehovah?


Your answer












SONG 65 Move Ahead!





^ (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^ (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.



^  (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^  (Rev. 14:6) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people.

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”


^  (Acts 14:1) Now in I·coʹni·um they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews and spoke in such a manner that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks became believers.



^  (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^  (Ex. 4:10) Moses now said to Jehovah: “Pardon me, Jehovah, but I have never been a fluent speaker, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant, for I am slow of speech* and slow of tongue.”

Lit., “heavy of mouth.”


^  (Jer. 1:6) But I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! I do not know how to speak, for I am just a boy.”*

Or “young person.”


^  (John 2:25) and because he did not need to have anyone bear witness about man, for he knew what was in man.



^  (Matt. 9:36) On seeing the crowds, he felt pity for them, because they were skinned and thrown about like sheep without a shepherd.



^  (Matt. 23:4) They bind up heavy loads and put them on the shoulders of men, but they themselves are not willing to budge them with their finger.



^  (2 Tim. 3:1) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.



^  (Isa. 65:13, 14) Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Look! My servants will eat, but you will go hungry. Look! My servants will drink, but you will go thirsty. Look! My servants will rejoice, but you will suffer shame. 14 Look! My servants will shout joyfully because of the good condition of the heart, But you will cry out because of the pain of heart And you will wail because of a broken spirit.



^ (Matt. 11:28-30) Come to me, all you who are toiling* and loaded down, and I will refresh you. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,* for I am mild-tempered and lowly in heart, and you will find refreshment for yourselves. 30 For my yoke is kindly,* and my load is light.”

Or “struggling hard.” Or possibly, “weary; tired.”
Or “become my disciples (learners).”
Or “easy to bear; pleasant.”


^  (Matt. 23:13) “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because you shut up the Kingdom of the heavens before men; for you yourselves do not go in, neither do you permit those on their way in to go in.



^  (John 7:49) But this crowd who do not know the Law are accursed people.”



^  (Matt. 11:28-30) Come to me, all you who are toiling* and loaded down, and I will refresh you. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,* for I am mild-tempered and lowly in heart, and you will find refreshment for yourselves. 30 For my yoke is kindly,* and my load is light.”

Or “struggling hard.” Or possibly, “weary; tired.”
Or “become my disciples (learners).”
Or “easy to bear; pleasant.”


^  (Luke 6:27, 28) “But I say to you who are listening: Continue to love your enemies, to do good to those hating you, 28 to bless those cursing you, to pray for those who are insulting you.



^  (Col. 4:6) Let your words always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should answer each person.



^ (John 7:14-16) When the festival was half over, Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. 15 And the Jews were astonished, saying: “How does this man have such a knowledge of the Scriptures when he has not studied at the schools?” 16 Jesus, in turn, answered them and said: “What I teach is not mine, but belongs to him who sent me.



^  (Mark 1:22) And they were astounded at his way of teaching, for he was teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.



^  (John 7:14-16) When the festival was half over, Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. 15 And the Jews were astonished, saying: “How does this man have such a knowledge of the Scriptures when he has not studied at the schools?” 16 Jesus, in turn, answered them and said: “What I teach is not mine, but belongs to him who sent me.



^  (Acts 2:14-37) But Peter stood up with the Eleven and spoke to them in a loud voice: “Men of Ju·deʹa and all you inhabitants of Jerusalem, let this be known to you and listen carefully to my words. 15 These people are, in fact, not drunk, as you suppose, for it is the third hour of the day. 16 On the contrary, this is what was said through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘“And in the last days,” God says, “I will pour out some of my spirit on every sort of flesh, and your sons and your daughters will prophesy and your young men will see visions and your old men will dream dreams, 18 and even on my male slaves and on my female slaves I will pour out some of my spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 19 And I will give wonders in heaven above and signs on earth below—blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and illustrious day of Jehovah comes. 21 And everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.”’ 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ was a man publicly shown to you by God through powerful works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, just as you yourselves know. 23 This man, who was handed over by the determined will and foreknowledge of God, you fastened to a stake by the hand of lawless men, and you did away with him. 24 But God resurrected him by releasing him from the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held fast by it. 25 For David says about him: ‘I keep Jehovah constantly in front of me,* for he is at my right hand that I may never be shaken. 26 On this account my heart became cheerful and my tongue rejoiced greatly. And I will reside in hope; 27 because you will not leave me in the Grave, nor will you allow your loyal one to see corruption. 28 You have made life’s ways known to me; you will fill me with great joy in your presence.’ 29 “Men, brothers, it is permissible to speak with freeness of speech to you about the family head David, that he died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Because he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath that he would seat one of his offspring on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he forsaken in the Grave nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 God resurrected this Jesus, and of this we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore, because he was exalted to* the right hand of God and received the promised holy spirit from the Father, he has poured out what you see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to the heavens, but he himself says, ‘Jehovah said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 35 until I place your enemies as a stool for your feet.”’ 36 Therefore, let all the house of Israel know for a certainty that God made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you executed on a stake.” 37 Now when they heard this, they were stabbed to the heart, and they said to Peter and the rest of the apostles: “Men, brothers, what should we do?”

Or “before my eyes.”
Or possibly, “by.”


^  (Acts 2:41) So those who gladly accepted his word were baptized, and on that day about 3,000 people were added.



^  (Heb. 4:12) For the word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged sword and pierces even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and of joints from the marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and intentions of the heart.



^  (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^  (Prov. 2:6) For Jehovah himself gives wisdom; From his mouth come knowledge and discernment.



^  (Mal. 2:7) For the lips of a priest should safeguard knowledge, and people should seek the law* from his mouth, because he is the messenger of Jehovah of armies.

Or “instruction.”


^  (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^  (1 Cor. 2:13) These things we also speak, not with words taught by human wisdom, but with those taught by the spirit, as we explain* spiritual matters with spiritual words.*

Or “combine.”
Or possibly, “as we explain spiritual matters to spiritual people.”


^ (Acts 17:1-4) They now traveled through Am·phipʹo·lis and Ap·ol·loʹni·a and came to Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 So according to Paul’s custom he went inside to them, and for three sabbaths he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving by references that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, saying: “This is the Christ, this Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.” 4 As a result, some of them became believers and associated themselves with Paul and Silas, and so did a great multitude of the Greeks who worshipped God, along with quite a few of the principal women.



^  (Acts 17:1-4) They now traveled through Am·phipʹo·lis and Ap·ol·loʹni·a and came to Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 So according to Paul’s custom he went inside to them, and for three sabbaths he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving by references that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, saying: “This is the Christ, this Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.” 4 As a result, some of them became believers and associated themselves with Paul and Silas, and so did a great multitude of the Greeks who worshipped God, along with quite a few of the principal women.



^  (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^  (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^  (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”


^  (Ps. 1:1-3) Happy is the man who does not walk according to the advice of the wicked And does not stand on the path of sinners And does not sit in the seat of scoffers.  2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.  3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.

Or “he meditates on His law.”








MAY 11-17, 2026




SONG 7 Jehovah, Our Strength



Trust in the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe



“Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over all the earth.”​—PS. 83:18.




FOCUS

To strengthen our trust that Jehovah is the Universal Sovereign and to reassure us that he will help us overcome the trials we face now and in the future.




 1. What tragic events did Job face?


Your answer



JOB, an ancient man of faith, had lost almost everything: his children, his health, and his wealth. In addition, his good reputation was destroyed. As for his “friends,” much of what they said was discouraging. Even his beloved wife became so distraught that she urged him to “curse God and die.” (Job 2:9; 15:4, 5; 19:1-3) These tragic events could have eroded Job’s trust in the true God, making him doubt that Jehovah would protect those who love and serve Him.

2-3. What might we begin to wonder, and what will we learn from the book of Job?


Your answer



2 At times, we too experience challenging situations that can severely test our trust in Jehovah. We are living in “critical times hard to deal with.” (2 Tim. 3:1) When we face trial after trial, we may feel overwhelmed and unable to endure. Such experiences have made some wonder whether Jehovah really cares about them.

3 If you personally have ever had such feelings, do not lose heart. Job learned that Jehovah rescues those who are loyal to Him. We can build a similar unbreakable trust in our heavenly Father. To help us reach that goal, let us look at the book of Job and see how it reassures us of two key points: First, Jehovah alone is the Sovereign Ruler of the universe. Second, our almighty God can control world events to ensure that his stated purpose is fulfilled and that his people are protected from permanent spiritual and physical harm.

SATAN ENTERED AMONG THEM

 4. Who attended the gathering in heaven mentioned in the book of Job?


Your answer



4 One day, “the sons of the true God” gathered before Jehovah in heaven. The account adds: “Satan also entered among them.” (Job 1:6) This is the earliest reference in the Bible to the descriptive title of Jehovah’s chief opposer, “Satan,” or “the Resister.” By this time, Satan was no longer a faithful son of God. He had become an enemy of Jehovah and of the heavenly and the earthly parts of His family. Jehovah indicated that Satan was no longer part of His heavenly family when He spoke the words recorded at Genesis 3:15. Thus Satan is not part of “the woman”​—Jehovah’s family of spirit creatures—​who would produce the “offspring.”

 5. What do we learn by examining what was said at the gathering in heaven?


Your answer



5 Jehovah had what was said at that gathering in heaven recorded in the Bible. Satan’s words make it obvious that he is a coldhearted slanderer. (Job 1:9; compare Revelation 12:10.) That Jehovah had this heavenly scene included in the Bible reassures us that he exercises his superior authority in a perfect, just way. It serves to show also that the Almighty sets the limits on what others can do.

JEHOVAH SETS THE LIMITS

 6. How did Jehovah show that he was in full control of the meeting in heaven? (Job 1:7, 8)


Your answer



6 Read Job 1:7, 8. Jehovah was in full control of that meeting. He asked Satan: “Have you taken note of my servant Job?” Yes, Jehovah was fully aware that Satan had singled out faithful Job as his target. Let us consider how Jehovah would use his supreme power in behalf of Job.

 7. According to Job 1:10, 11, what did Satan imply about why humans serve Jehovah?


Your answer



7 Read Job 1:10, 11. Jehovah is the almighty Sovereign of the universe, and he uses his authority and power in ways that he sees fit. (Jer. 32:17; Dan. 4:35) Even so, Satan asserted that Jehovah used His powers inappropriately. In effect, Satan was claiming that God bribes humans, such as Job, to serve Him. Satan also implied that those who serve Jehovah do so only because of what they can get from Him. How did Jehovah respond?

8-9. What clear limits did Jehovah set for Satan, and why? (Job 1:12) (See also picture.)


Your answer



8 Read Job 1:12. Jehovah allowed the Devil the opportunity to test his claim​—but within a set boundary. God clearly stipulated: “Do not lay your hand on the man [Job] himself!” Before everyone in attendance, Jehovah set the limits for Satan’s attacks. Satan was powerless to go beyond that mandate, so he had no choice but to operate within those limits. And that is still the case today. Jehovah thus used His authority and power to protect Job and to protect His own reputation.

9 Satan’s initial attack failed miserably. Job continued faithful to his heavenly Father. (Job 1:22) However, the Resister had not yet finished testing Job.



[image: Satan in heaven, speaking disrespectfully to Jehovah in front of the angels.]

Jehovah permitted Satan to present his challenge before onlookers (See paragraphs 8-9)







10. Why did Jehovah allow Satan to test Job further? (Job 2:2-6)


Your answer



10 Read Job 2:2-6. This time Satan intensified his efforts to break Job. Satan claimed that Job would surely curse God in order to save his own skin. To settle the matter, Jehovah allowed the Devil to strike that faithful man. But once more, Jehovah set the limits, saying: “Do not take his life!” Satan had no choice but to comply with the restrictions placed on him. Again, we see that the Most High was in control during Job’s trial because Satan could not go beyond the limits that Jehovah had set.

JEHOVAH ENDS JOB’S SUFFERING

11. Once Jehovah ended Job’s trials, how did He reward Job? (Job 42:10-13)


Your answer



11 Read Job 42:10-13. It became clear that Job would not compromise, and Jehovah put a stop to Satan’s attacks. Jehovah took action to end the suffering of his faithful servant. Once again, the Resister was powerless to block Jehovah’s decision. Satan was no longer allowed to continue directly attacking Jehovah’s precious servant Job.

12. Give an example of the outcome for those trusting in Jehovah’s saving power.


Your answer



12 During the last days, many have experienced Jehovah’s saving power. For example, in 1945 there were 230 of Jehovah’s Witnesses who survived an infamous Nazi death march from a concentration camp. They wrote these words in a resolution regarding their terrifying experience: “A long hard period of testing lies behind us and those who have been preserved, snatched as it were from the fiery furnace, do not even have the smell of fire on them. . . . To the contrary, they are full of strength and power from Jehovah.” They added: “We have only one desire . . . [after] our stay in the lions’ den, that we be permitted to serve Jehovah . . . for all eternity. That would be in itself our greatest reward.”​—Compare Daniel 3:27; 6:22.

13. What confidence can you have as you face trials? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



13 We too may experience moments in our life when we are figuratively thrown into the lions’ den. (1 Pet. 5:8-10) We may sometimes feel beaten down and wonder if our trial will ever end. In such moments, remembering Job’s experience can help. We can have full confidence in Jehovah’s power to end our suffering​—whether he does so now or in the new world to come. He will not allow this system to go on past the time that he has set to end it!



[image: Collage: Jehovah’s servants suffering in different ways. 1. An older brother being consoled by a younger brother as they grieve together at a grave in a cemetery. 2. Parents sit hopelessly at their young daughter’s bedside in a hospital. 3. An imprisoned brother digs with a shovel in extreme heat while he is guarded by an armed soldier.]

Jehovah will put an end to the suffering of his loyal servants (See paragraph 13)







JEHOVAH LOVES HIS LOYAL SERVANTS

14-15. How does Jehovah feel about rewarding his loyal servants? (Job 14:15) (See also picture.)


Your answer



14 Read Job 14:15. Our heavenly Father has a special attachment to those who are loyal to him. He treasures them so much that if they should fall asleep in death, he will restore them to life. He will reverse the pain caused by death.​—Isa. 65:17.

15 Even though Job continued to live in a world dominated by Satan, we know from the reliable record in the Bible that Jehovah restored Job’s health and gave him even more blessings than he had prior to his being tested. Those blessings were just a preview of what Jehovah will do for Job in the future. Jehovah showed that he wants his loyal ones to be completely happy and to enjoy life. In fact, Jehovah will give all those who prove loyal the opportunity to enjoy perfect life on a paradise earth. (Rev. 21:3, 4) As the Sovereign Ruler of the universe, he has the desire to do so. How that thought comforts us when we have to endure trials!



[image: Job, healthy and well-dressed, enjoying the company of many friends who are visiting him and his wife at their home.]

After his trials, Job and his wife enjoyed rich blessings from Jehovah (See paragraphs 14-15)







16. What further reason is there to trust in Jehovah as the Sovereign Ruler?


Your answer



16 After a long life, Job eventually died. But Jehovah is the Sovereign Ruler, the Almighty, who has power even over death. (Deut. 32:39) So nobody can stop him from resurrecting those whom he loves. And this will be at a time that he chooses.​—Rom. 8:38, 39.

TRUST IN JEHOVAH COMPLETELY

17. What shows that Satan has failed in his efforts to snuff out Jehovah’s people?


Your answer



17 The Bible account of Job provides us with solid reasons for trusting in Jehovah completely. How thankful we are that Satan has failed in his efforts to snuff out Jehovah’s people! Today some nine million faithful servants of Jehovah are a living testimony to the power of the true Sovereign Ruler. Time and again, we have seen that weapons formed against Jehovah’s servants are not successful. (Isa. 54:17) Ironlike nations and religious institutions have not been able to crush Jehovah’s seemingly defenseless people. And nothing can stop us from spreading the truth about Jehovah and from exposing Satan as a fraud and a murderer. Even death cannot stop us because Jehovah will restore to life any who die loyal to him.​—Hos. 13:14.

18. Why can we face the future with confidence?


Your answer



18 As we meditate on the true-life account of Job, we strengthen our faith that we can face the future with confidence. During the great tribulation, God’s people will appear vulnerable and Satan and his agents will seem to have gained the upper hand. But just as in Job’s day, Jehovah will be in full control and will not allow Satan to cause any permanent harm. The time is rapidly approaching when Jehovah will end the suffering that Satan has brought on mankind. The Devil and his demons will be confined to an abyss for 1,000 years. (Luke 8:31; Rev. 20:1-3) Eventually, Satan and all those who side with him will meet their end. (Rev. 20:10) As Jehovah declared, Satan’s head will be crushed. He will be completely destroyed once for all time.​—Gen. 3:15; Rom. 16:20.

19. What reward awaits those who trust in Jehovah completely? (See also picture.)


Your answer



19 True worshippers eagerly look forward to a restoration of perfect life and happiness in the new world soon to be here. Life will be even better than we can imagine. Jehovah promises: “Look! I am making all things new.” (Rev. 21:5) What will that entail? For the first time in thousands of years, mankind will be free of the corrupt, hateful, destructive influence of Satan and his demons. The sense of relief will be wonderful! Never again will the anxieties of this old world cause you to suffer a sleepless night. Armageddon survivors will see miraculous healings on a global scale. In addition, the resurrection of our dead loved ones will finally begin. We will be able to experience life as our heavenly Father intended!



[image: The brothers and sisters from the previous images, enjoying life on a paradise earth. The older brother, now young, enjoys a walk with his wife. The parents enjoy a walk with their daughter, who is now in good health. The once imprisoned brother sits under a tree next to a lion cub and reads his Bible.]

Faithful ones who in the past endured trials will enjoy Jehovah’s rich blessings (See paragraph 19)







20. What are you determined to do?


Your answer



20 As we courageously face any remaining trials in these last days, let us be determined to trust completely in Jehovah and support his sovereignty. May we demonstrate our love for our heavenly Father and prove that Satan is wrong. Yes, we can confidently look to the future under the rule of our Sovereign, Jehovah, who longs to reward his faithful ones in a mighty way!



HOW DOES THE BIBLE ACCOUNT ABOUT JOB PROVE THAT . . .


	  Jehovah is the Most High in the universe?


Your answer





	  Jehovah yearns to reward his loyal servants?


Your answer





	  you can completely trust in Jehovah, the Sovereign Ruler of the universe?


Your answer












SONG 153 Give Me Courage





^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^  (Job 2:9) Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!”



^  (Job 15:4, 5) For you undermine the fear of God, And you diminish any concern for God.  5 For your error dictates what you say,* And you choose crafty speech.

Or “your error trains your mouth.”


^  (Job 19:1-3) Job said in reply:  2 “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?  3 These ten times you have rebuked* me; You are not ashamed to deal harshly with me.

Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.
Or “insulted.”


^  (2 Tim. 3:1) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.



^  (Job 1:6) Now the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them.

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^  (Gen. 3:15) And I will put enmity* between you and the woman and between your offspring* and her offspring.* He will crush* your head, and you will strike* him in the heel.”

Or “hostility.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “bruise; strike.”
Or “bruise; crush.”


^  (Job 1:9) At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God?



^  (Rev. 12:10) I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our God!



^ (Job 1:7, 8) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 8 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^  (Job 1:7, 8) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 8 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^ (Job 1:10, 11) Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”



^  (Job 1:10, 11) Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”



^  (Jer. 32:17) “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! Look! You made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched arm. Nothing is too wonderful for you,



^  (Dan. 4:35) All the inhabitants of the earth are regarded as nothing, and he does according to his own will among the army of the heavens and the inhabitants of the earth. And there is no one who can hinder him* or say to him, ‘What have you done?’

Or “check his hand.”


^ (Job 1:12) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! Everything that he has is in your hand.* Only do not lay your hand on the man himself!” So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah.

Or “under your control.”
Lit., “face.”


^  (Job 1:12) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! Everything that he has is in your hand.* Only do not lay your hand on the man himself!” So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah.

Or “under your control.”
Lit., “face.”


^  (Job 1:22) In all of this, Job did not sin or accuse God of doing anything wrong.*

Or “ascribe anything improper to God.”


^ (Job 2:2-6) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 3 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.” 4 But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 6 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! He is in your hand!* Only do not take his life!”*

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”
Or “soul.”
Or “under your control.”
Or “soul.”


^  (Job 2:2-6) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 3 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.” 4 But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 6 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! He is in your hand!* Only do not take his life!”*

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”
Or “soul.”
Or “under your control.”
Or “soul.”


^ (Job 42:10-13) After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and all his former friends came to him and ate a meal with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him over all the calamity that Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also came to have seven more sons and three more daughters.

Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”


^  (Job 42:10-13) After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and all his former friends came to him and ate a meal with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him over all the calamity that Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also came to have seven more sons and three more daughters.

Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”


^  (Dan. 3:27) And the satraps, prefects, governors, and the high officials of the king who were assembled there saw that the fire had had no effect on* the bodies of these men; not a hair of their heads had been singed, their cloaks looked no different, and there was not even the smell of fire on them.

Or “power over.”


^  (Dan. 6:22) My God sent his angel and shut the mouth of the lions, and they have not harmed me, for I was found innocent before him; nor have I done any wrong to you, O king.”



^  (1 Pet. 5:8-10) Keep your senses, be watchful! Your adversary, the Devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to devour someone.* 9 But take your stand against him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by the entire association of your brothers* in the world. 10 But after you have suffered a little while, the God of all undeserved kindness, who called you to his everlasting glory in union with Christ, will himself finish your training. He will make you firm, he will make you strong, he will firmly ground you.

Or “looking for someone to devour.”
Lit., “by your brotherhood.”


^ (Job 14:15) You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “yearn.”


^  (Job 14:15) You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “yearn.”


^  (Isa. 65:17) For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart.

Or “be remembered.”


^  (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^  (Deut. 32:39) See now that I—I am he, And there are no gods apart from me. I put to death, and I make alive. I wound, and I will heal, And no one can rescue from my hand.



^  (Rom. 8:38, 39) For I am convinced that neither death nor life nor angels nor governments nor things now here nor things to come nor powers 39 nor height nor depth nor any other creation will be able to separate us from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.



^  (Isa. 54:17) No weapon formed against you will have any success, And you will condemn any tongue that rises up against you in the judgment. This is the heritage* of the servants of Jehovah, And their righteousness is from me,” declares Jehovah.

Or “inheritance.”


^  (Hos. 13:14) From the power of the Grave* I will redeem them; From death I will recover them. Where are your stings, O Death? Where is your destructiveness, O Grave? Compassion will be concealed from my eyes.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^  (Luke 8:31) And they kept pleading with him not to order them to go away into the abyss.



^  (Rev. 20:1-3) And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven with the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 He seized the dragon, the original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. 3 And he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not mislead the nations anymore until the 1,000 years were ended. After this he must be released for a little while.



^  (Rev. 20:10) And the Devil who was misleading them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the wild beast and the false prophet already were; and they will be tormented* day and night forever and ever.

Or “restrained; imprisoned.” See Re 14:11 ftn.


^  (Gen. 3:15) And I will put enmity* between you and the woman and between your offspring* and her offspring.* He will crush* your head, and you will strike* him in the heel.”

Or “hostility.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “bruise; strike.”
Or “bruise; crush.”


^  (Rom. 16:20) For his part, the God who gives peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. May the undeserved kindness of our Lord Jesus be with you.



^  (Rev. 21:5) And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful* and true.”

Or “trustworthy.”
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SONG 35 “Make Sure of the More Important Things”



How Will You Fight Your Distractions?



“Keep perceiving what the will of Jehovah is.”​—EPH. 5:17.




FOCUS

How to focus on spiritual activities despite circumstances that could divert our attention.




1-2. How could something important become a distraction?


Your answer



WHEN was the last time you fought a distraction? Perhaps something drew your attention away from what you were doing and you needed to decide which was more important. For example, imagine that your cell phone rings while you are driving. The call may be important, but you recognize that at that moment it is a distraction. Concentrating on your driving is more important.

2 Our lives are filled with activities that are important. We know that concentrating on our spiritual activities* and routine is most important. (Matt. 6:33) Jehovah’s people, like careful drivers, try to identify what could distract them from concentrating on the road ahead.​—Prov. 4:25; Matt. 6:22.

 3. Why will considering how to fight distractions help us?


Your answer



3 None of us set out to be distracted from our spiritual activities. Yet, we all face circumstances that can easily distract us. (Luke 21:34-36) So to help us concentrate on our service to Jehovah, let us consider (1) what distractions we face, (2) how Jesus fought potential distractions, and (3) how we can fight our distractions today.

WHAT DISTRACTIONS DO WE FACE?

4-6. What kind of things could easily distract us?


Your answer



4 We all have many things in our personal lives that demand our attention. For example, we may have health concerns or necessary family or personal matters to care for. Of course, these things are important, and they need our attention. But could they become distractions? They could, if they start to dominate our thoughts and consume all our time and mental energy.

5 In addition, many of us are personally affected by the political unrest, economic downturns, disease outbreaks, and incessant conflicts that mark this system. (2 Tim. 3:1) When we experience such things, we may become so anxious that we find ourselves thinking about them constantly.

6 Perhaps we know people who have had their lives turned upside down by such events. Understandably, they are emotionally distressed by what they have experienced. Humans were not designed to live under prolonged strain. No wonder some feel that they have been robbed of a normal life because of enduring such difficult times! As a result, some try to relieve their distress by filling their lives with entertainment or recreation. What can we do if we see ourselves in any of these situations? Let us consider what we can learn from Jesus that will help us fight against being distracted from our worship.

HOW DID JESUS FIGHT POTENTIAL DISTRACTIONS?

 7. What could have distracted Jesus?


Your answer



7 Jesus could have been distracted by many things, such as social and political issues. In his day, many people were poor and sick. (Matt. 14:14; Mark 14:7) They suffered injustices at the hands of the Romans and fellow Jews. When people saw that Jesus had the power and the ability to perform miracles, they wanted to make him their king. (John 6:14, 15) In addition, Jesus was targeted by Satan, who tried to tempt him with a shortcut to becoming a world ruler. (Matt. 4:8, 9) And the apostle Peter, one of Jesus’ closest friends, once encouraged him to pursue an easier course, saying: “Be kind to yourself, Lord.”​—Matt. 16:21, 22.

 8. How did Jesus fight potential distractions?


Your answer



8 How did Jesus fight potential distractions? In three ways. First, he adopted Jehovah’s thinking. (John 8:28; 14:9) Second, he kept busy in spiritual activities. (Matt. 9:35) And third, he had a clear view of what was truly important. (John 4:34) He firmly rejected Satan’s temptations and was not swayed by Peter’s well-intentioned but misplaced kindness. (Matt. 4:10; 16:23) Jesus refused to allow what people thought, said, or did to distract him from accomplishing God’s purpose. True, we may face different distractions than Jesus did. But by learning more, we can fight our distractions in imitation of Jesus.

HOW CAN WE FIGHT OUR DISTRACTIONS?

 9. What does it mean to “keep perceiving what the will of Jehovah is”? (Ephesians 5:17)


Your answer



9 Learn to think like Jehovah. Doing so can help you to “keep perceiving what the will of Jehovah is.” (Read Ephesians 5:17.) We can learn what pleases Jehovah by reading his Word and meditating on it. We can do this even when the Bible does not discuss our specific circumstances. How? By becoming familiar with Jehovah’s way of thinking and by being willing to be guided by it.

10. How can we learn about Jehovah’s way of thinking?


Your answer



10 We can learn about Jehovah’s way of thinking by studying the Bible and considering his dealings with humans. (Jer. 45:5) As we read the accounts, we can ask ourselves such questions as: ‘What does this teach me about Jehovah? How can I use it to shape the way I think?’ Of course, his way of thinking is higher than ours. (Isa. 55:9) So we rightly look to him to teach us how to do his will. (Ps. 143:10) And we pray confidently for help to understand his way of thinking and to adopt it as our own.​—1 John 5:14.

11. What does Jehovah want for us?


Your answer



11 As we learn to think like Jehovah, we understand that he wants us to avoid being distracted so that we can prove ourselves ready for the end of this system. (Matt. 24:44) He does not want us to become weighed down with anxiety. (Matt. 6:31, 32) So when anxious concerns regarding our health, our job, our home, or other personal and family matters dominate our thoughts, Jehovah offers practical help. He invites us to rely on him for both the wisdom and the strength to face our challenges.​—Ps. 55:22; Prov. 3:5-7.

12. What is one way we can cope with anxiety about world events? (Matthew 5:3)


Your answer



12 Stay busy in spiritual activities. We all feel some degree of anxiety about world events, which are beyond our control. Thus, to avoid being distracted by what we cannot control, we focus on our spiritual activities. We can be happy when we work on satisfying our spiritual need​—a need that Jehovah created us with. (Read Matthew 5:3.) We can satisfy this need by getting to know Jehovah through a study of his Word, the Bible, and by putting forth earnest effort to worship him in whatever facets of sacred service are available to us. In doing so, we will also be pleasing Jehovah because we are using our time wisely.​—Prov. 23:15.

13. How can we make “the best use of [our] time”?


Your answer



13 As Christians, we are determined to make “the best use of [our] time.” (Eph. 5:15, 16; see study note “making the best use of your time.”) We realize that the Bible is not simply recommending that we manage our time better in everyday matters. Rather, it urges us to consider carefully how we use our time before Jehovah brings an end to this wicked system. How do we make the best use of our time? If we were to spend a lot of time keeping up-to-date with the constant stream of bad news, we could become distracted, discouraged, and less zealous in our worship. How much better it is for us when we set limits on the amount of news we watch or read! We avoid becoming overwhelmed, and we are able to stay busy in upbuilding spiritual activities. We also do well to consider expanding our ministry wherever possible, such as by making more return visits. We understand the importance of taking advantage of every opportunity to help people to “be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.”​—1 Tim. 2:4.

14. In what way does staying busy in spiritual activities help us? (See also picture.)


Your answer



14 When we stay busy in spiritual activities, we keep a balanced view of the times we live in. As we witness ongoing political unrest, economic downturns, and widespread diseases, we are not shaken. We see these things for what they are​—proof that Bible prophecy is being fulfilled. Rather than be unduly distracted by fear, we are confident about Jehovah’s purpose for our future. We can keep calm as we continue trusting in Jehovah to help us cope.​—Ps. 16:8; 112:1, 6-8.



[image: A couple walking with public witnessing carts as they look ahead with confidence. Collage: Scenes of disturbing world events. 1. A crowd of angry protesters. 2. A political election poll. 3. Soldiers at war. 4. A pharmaceutical drug. 5. A chart depicting a company’s stock dropping rapidly.]

Despite disturbing world events, stay busy in spiritual activities (See paragraph 14)*







15. What will being “sound in mind” enable us to do? (1 Peter 4:7)


Your answer



15 Keep a clear view of what is truly important. Much of today’s world is focused on recreation, not on the approaching end of this system. While recreation has its place, we need to be “sound in mind” to avoid being influenced by the world’s view. (Read 1 Peter 4:7.) What does this mean for us? Among other things, it means that we develop good judgment in order to keep a balanced view of recreation and make wise decisions. Such decisions will reflect Jehovah’s thinking and will show that we have grasped what is truly important.​—2 Tim. 1:7.

16. What did Jesus focus on as his death approached?


Your answer



16 Jesus maintained a clear view of what was most important. During his difficult final hours on earth before his death, he focused completely on staying loyal and on accomplishing God’s will. For that reason, he prayed intensely. Unlike Jesus, who remained alert, his disciples fell asleep. They were “exhausted from grief.”​—Luke 22:39-46; John 19:30.

17. Why do many use social media, but how could it be a distraction? (See also picture.)


Your answer



17 Like Jesus’ disciples, we could feel emotionally distressed at times. Events that mark this time of the end can create anxiety in us. Many today look for escape by turning to social media. They use it to connect with friends and family around the world and to share news, photos, and more. And they use it to enjoy endless entertainment. Yet, these individuals can end up completely engrossed, spending much of their time and energy on keeping up with the latest. To help us have a balanced view of social media, we might ask ourselves, ‘Is my use of social media refreshing me, or is it blurring my view of what is truly important?’



[image: A sister trying to read the Bible at home while being distracted by alerts on her smartphone from a social media app, a movie app, and a shopping app.]

Good judgment helps us avoid being distracted by social media, entertainment, and recreation (See paragraph 17)







18. Why do we need good judgment when selecting entertainment?


Your answer



18 Good judgment is also needed if we watch movies or television series on streaming services, view short videos on Internet platforms, or play video games. These activities can be fun and can help us to unwind. But we need good judgment when it comes to the type and the amount of entertainment that we choose. Video services constantly feed users with new suggestions and could expose them to violence or immorality. That is what happened to one of our brothers in Asia. He first began watching highlights of movies on one online platform. As he continued to watch the video clips that were recommended, he found himself watching immoral scenes. Eventually, he began to view pornography. Thankfully, with the help of the elders and the support of close friends, he took firm measures​—deleting streaming apps and setting time limits on his cell phone use. This experience well illustrates why we need to use good judgment when choosing entertainment.

19. What can happen if we center our life on recreation?


Your answer



19 We may also need to use good judgment when it comes to recreation and vacations. We all need to relax and take a break on occasion​—it is good for us and helps us to stay healthy. But if we focus too much on recreation, we risk becoming unbalanced and taking time away from the more important things. (Phil. 1:10) We all must decide for ourselves what we do and how much time we spend doing it. When making such decisions, ask yourself: ‘Does the time I spend on recreation and vacations show good judgment? Would I be making sure of what is truly important and preparing myself for “the end of all things”?’

20. How do we benefit by fighting distractions?


Your answer



20 We benefit when we fight against being distracted from our spiritual activities and routine. (Isa. 48:17) With Jehovah’s help, we will be better able to face our challenges in life. We will not be shaken by world events. And we will avoid centering our lives solely on recreation. So let us continue to be resolved to think like Jehovah, to stay busy in spiritual activities, and to keep a clear view of what is truly important. By doing so, we will not only fight distractions but also “get a firm hold on the real life.”​—1 Tim. 6:19.



HOW CAN YOU FIGHT DISTRACTIONS BY . . .


	  learning to think like Jehovah?


Your answer





	  staying busy in spiritual activities?


Your answer





	  keeping a clear view of what is truly important?


Your answer












SONG 129 We Will Keep Enduring



^  EXPRESSION EXPLAINED: Our spiritual activities refer to anything that is directly related to our worship of Jehovah​—such as studying the Bible, attending meetings, participating in family worship, and sharing in the ministry. We are also worshipping Jehovah when we care for and construct our meeting places, support the relief work, volunteer at our conventions, or serve at Bethel.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A couple stay busy in the preaching work instead of being distracted by disturbing world events.






^ (Eph. 5:17) On this account stop being unreasonable, but keep perceiving what the will of Jehovah is.



^  (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^  (Prov. 4:25) Your eyes should look straight ahead, Yes, fix your gaze* straight ahead of you.

Or “beaming eyes.”


^  (Matt. 6:22) “The lamp of the body is the eye. If, then, your eye is focused, your whole body will be bright.*

Or “full of light.”


^  (Luke 21:34-36) “But pay attention to yourselves that your hearts never become weighed down with overeating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life,* and suddenly that day be instantly upon you 35 as a snare. For it will come upon all those dwelling on the face of the whole earth. 36 Keep awake, then, all the time making supplication that you may succeed in escaping all these things that must occur and in standing before the Son of man.”

Or “anxieties over livelihood; worries of daily life.”


^  (2 Tim. 3:1) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.



^  (Matt. 14:14) When he came ashore, he saw a large crowd, and he felt pity for them, and he cured their sick ones.



^  (Mark 14:7) For you always have the poor with you, and you can do them good whenever you want to, but you will not always have me.



^  (John 6:14, 15) When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone.



^  (Matt. 4:8, 9) Again the Devil took him along to an unusually high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him: “All these things I will give you if you fall down and do an act of worship to me.”



^  (Matt. 16:21, 22) From that time forward, Jesus began explaining to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed, and on the third day be raised up. 22 At this Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying: “Be kind to yourself, Lord; you will not have this happen to you at all.”



^  (John 8:28) Jesus then said: “After you have lifted up the Son of man, then you will know that I am he and that I do nothing of my own initiative; but just as the Father taught me, I speak these things.



^  (John 14:9) Jesus said to him: “Even after I have been with you men for such a long time, Philip, have you not come to know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father also. How is it you say, ‘Show us the Father’?



^  (Matt. 9:35) And Jesus set out on a tour of all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the good news of the Kingdom and curing every sort of disease and every sort of infirmity.



^  (John 4:34) Jesus said to them: “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.



^  (Matt. 4:10) Then Jesus said to him: “Go away, Satan! For it is written: ‘It is Jehovah your God you must worship, and it is to him alone you must render sacred service.’”



^  (Matt. 16:23) But turning his back,* he said to Peter: “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me, because you think, not God’s thoughts, but those of men.”*

Or “turning around.”
Or “you have, not God’s mind, but that of humans.”


^ (Eph. 5:17) On this account stop being unreasonable, but keep perceiving what the will of Jehovah is.



^  (Eph. 5:17) On this account stop being unreasonable, but keep perceiving what the will of Jehovah is.



^  (Jer. 45:5) But you are seeking* great things for yourself. Stop seeking such things.”’ “‘For I am about to bring a calamity on all flesh,’* declares Jehovah, ‘and wherever you may go, I will grant you your life* as a spoil.’”*

Or “expecting.”
Or “people.”
Or “soul.”
Or “will let you escape with your life.”


^  (Isa. 55:9) “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So my ways are higher than your ways And my thoughts than your thoughts.



^  (Ps. 143:10) Teach me to do your will, For you are my God. Your spirit is good; May it lead me on level ground.*

Or “in the land of uprightness.”


^  (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”


^  (Matt. 24:44) On this account, you too prove yourselves ready, because the Son of man is coming at an hour that you do not think to be it.



^  (Matt. 6:31, 32) So never be anxious and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or, ‘What are we to drink?’ or, ‘What are we to wear?’ 32 For all these are the things the nations are eagerly pursuing. Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.



^  (Ps. 55:22) Throw your burden on Jehovah, And he will sustain you. Never will he allow the righteous one to fall.*

Or “stagger; totter.”


^  (Prov. 3:5-7) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.  7 Do not become wise in your own eyes. Fear Jehovah and turn away from bad.

Lit., “lean.”


^ (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.



^  (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.



^  (Prov. 23:15) My son, if your heart becomes wise, Then my own heart will rejoice.



^  (Eph. 5:15, 16) So keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, 16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^  (1 Tim. 2:4) whose will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.



^  (Ps. 16:8) I keep Jehovah before me constantly. Because he is at my right hand, I will never be shaken.*

Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^  (Ps. 112:1) Praise Jah!* Happy is the man who fears Jehovah, Who takes great pleasure in his commandments.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^  (Ps. 112:6-8) He will never be shaken. The righteous will be remembered forever.  7 He will not fear bad news. His heart is steadfast, trusting in Jehovah.  8 His heart is unshakable;* he is not afraid; In the end he will look in triumph on his adversaries.

Or “resolute; steady.”


^ (1 Pet. 4:7) But the end of all things has drawn close. Therefore, be sound in mind, and be vigilant* with a view to prayers.

Or “alert; awake.”


^  (1 Pet. 4:7) But the end of all things has drawn close. Therefore, be sound in mind, and be vigilant* with a view to prayers.

Or “alert; awake.”


^  (2 Tim. 1:7) For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but one of power and of love and of soundness of mind.



^  (Luke 22:39-46) On leaving, he went as was his custom to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him. 40 On arriving at the place, he said to them: “Carry on prayer so that you do not enter into temptation.” 41 And he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw away, and he bent his knees and began to pray, 42 saying: “Father, if you want to, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, let, not my will, but yours take place.” 43 Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 But he was in such agony that he kept praying more earnestly; and his sweat became as drops of blood falling to the ground. 45 When he rose from prayer and went to the disciples, he found them slumbering, exhausted from grief. 46 He said to them: “Why are you sleeping? Get up and keep praying, so that you do not enter into temptation.”



^  (John 19:30) When he had received the sour wine, Jesus said: “It has been accomplished!” and bowing his head, he gave up his spirit.



^  (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^  (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”


^  (1 Tim. 6:19) safely treasuring up for themselves a fine foundation for the future, so that they may get a firm hold on the real life.
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SONG 135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”



Show Insight and You “Will Find Success”



“The one who shows insight in a matter will find success.”​—PROV. 16:20.




FOCUS

How showing insight can help us to deal successfully with challenging situations.




1-2. What is insight, and how can it help us?


Your answer



HAVE you ever been treated without the respect that you felt you deserved? Have you ever been misjudged or wronged by someone? Or have you ever faced a situation that frightened you? If so, you likely know how challenging it can be to respond in a positive way. Thankfully, the Scriptures reveal a quality that can help us in these and many other circumstances: insight.

2 Insight is the ability to see into a situation​—to look beyond the obvious. It allows us to understand why something may have happened or why someone may have acted in a certain way. As a result, insight can help us to act wisely, sensibly. For example, it can help us to ‘control our lips’ and to know when to “keep silent.” (Prov. 10:19; Ps. 4:4) It can help us to keep our anger in check and overlook transgression. It can also help us to accept advice and correction. (Prov. 19:20) When we show insight, we not only please Jehovah but also benefit ourselves and those affected by our words and actions. That is especially the case in situations where we may be tempted to respond rashly or show uncontrolled emotions. Let us consider three Bible accounts that illustrate how insight can help us to remain humble, calm, and fully reliant on Jehovah.

RESPOND WITH HUMILITY RATHER THAN WITH PRIDE

 3. Who was Naaman?


Your answer



3 To be truly successful, we need to reject pride. (1 Pet. 5:5) Insight can help us to do so. How? Consider the example of Naaman. He lived in Syria, a nation to the north of Israel. Naaman was a prominent man, the chief of the Syrian army. However, he suffered from a terrible skin disease​—leprosy.​—2 Ki. 5:1.

 4. How did Naaman show a measure of perception?


Your answer



4 Naaman’s wife had an Israelite servant girl who told her that there was a prophet in Israel who could cure her husband’s illness. (2 Ki. 5:2, 3) Naaman could have thought, ‘Can a lowly slave girl from an enemy nation really tell me anything useful?’ But Naaman showed a measure of perception. Instead of proudly dismissing all that she said, he humbly took her words seriously. He got permission from the king of Syria to go to Israel in search of a cure for his illness.​—2 Ki. 5:4, 5.

 5. What happened to Naaman when he got to Israel?


Your answer



5 Naaman arrived at the court of King Jehoram of Israel, hoping to be cured of his leprosy. Jehoram, however, thought that the king of Syria was just trying to pick a quarrel with him. When the prophet Elisha heard about this, he asked Jehoram to send Naaman to him. (2 Ki. 5:6-9) Things did not turn out the way Naaman expected. Elisha did not even come out of his house to receive Naaman or to speak with him. Instead, Elisha sent a messenger to tell Naaman what he needed to do to be cured.​—2 Ki. 5:10.

 6. (a) What may have caused Naaman to react with pride to the messenger’s instructions? (b) How did Naaman’s servants show insight, and with what result? (2 Kings 5:13, 14)


Your answers



6 At first, Naaman did not react well to the messenger or to the instructions. He “became indignant” and “went away in a rage.” (2 Ki. 5:11, 12) Why? Perhaps he felt that he had not been treated with the kind of respect that he deserved as a high-ranking army officer. In addition, Naaman may have felt that Elisha’s instructions showed a lack of respect for Syria. Whatever the case, Naaman was ready to give up on being healed and return home. However, his servants showed insight when they begged him to reconsider. Naaman wisely set aside his pride and humbly followed Elisha’s instructions. As a result, he was healed!​—Read 2 Kings 5:13, 14.

 7. What can we learn from Naaman’s experience? (Proverbs 22:4) (See also pictures.)


Your answer



7 What can we learn from this account? We show insight when we look beyond the obvious, which could include outward appearances. We also show insight when we don’t allow our emotions to control us. Insight can move us to be humble. In effect, we admit that we do not have all the answers. We may need help from others, especially from Jehovah. Naaman was not yet a worshipper of Jehovah; still, he showed some insight by humbly listening to others: his wife’s Israelite slave girl, his own servants and, most important, Jehovah’s representative Elisha. Naaman was able to look past his hurt pride. In the end, he made a wise decision that led to success. Before we respond to a matter​—such as when we have received Scriptural counsel that we do not agree with or theocratic direction that we do not understand—​should we not pause to consider whether what we plan to say or do reflects pride or humility?​—Read Proverbs 22:4.



[image: Collage: A brother showing insight as he humbly listens to others. 1. He listens to a younger brother give him counsel with the “Apply Yourself to Reading and Teaching” brochure. 2. He listens as an older sister speaks to him about the congregation’s cart witnessing arrangements. 3. He listens as he watches a JW Broadcasting program on his tablet.]

Just as Naaman humbly listened to others, we should listen when we are counseled, when others present a problem, or when direction comes from God’s organization (See paragraph 7)







RESPOND WITH CALMNESS RATHER THAN WITH ANGER

 8. In what circumstances may we find it difficult to remain calm?


Your answer



8 Insight can help us to remain calm and avoid responding to frustrating situations with anger. Admittedly, that is not always easy because we can be justifiably upset by the unkind or unjust words and actions of others. (Eph. 4:26 and study note “Be wrathful”) Consider how David and Abigail showed insight during a tense situation.

 9. How was David treated by Nabal?


Your answer



9 Picture the scene: David and his men are living as fugitives in the wilderness of Paran. (1 Sam. 25:1) While there, they kindly protect the shepherds and the flocks of a wealthy man named Nabal. (1 Sam. 25:15, 16) When sheepshearing season comes, David sends messengers to Nabal, wishing him well and humbly asking for any provisions that he can spare. (1 Sam. 25:6-8) But Nabal shows absolutely no gratitude for all that David and his men have done for him. He responds very rudely to David’s request, even insulting David and his men.​—1 Sam. 25:10, 11.

10. How did both David and Abigail show insight? (1 Samuel 25:32, 33) (See also picture.)


Your answer



10 If you had been in David’s situation, how would you have felt? It is not hard to imagine why David became very angry. He was a man of strong emotions, and in this instance, he got so angry that he wanted to kill Nabal! (1 Sam. 25:13, 21, 22) In fact, David was on his way to do just that when he was intercepted by Nabal’s sensible wife, Abigail. How did Abigail show insight? She discerned that David was a good man despite his extreme reaction, so she did what she could to help him to control his anger. She brought him a generous gift and humbly offered some wise advice. (1 Sam. 25:18, 23-31) David showed insight by paying attention to what Abigail said, recognizing that her words reflected Jehovah’s view of the matter. As a result, David calmed down and avoided making a serious mistake.​—Read 1 Samuel 25:32, 33.



[image: David listening attentively to Abigail as she kneels on the ground and pleads with him. David’s men observe nearby. Abigail’s servants wait behind her, holding many gifts.]

By showing insight during a tense situation, David and Abigail prevented a tragedy from occurring (See paragraph 10)







11. How can showing insight help us when we are provoked? (Proverbs 19:11)


Your answer



11 What can we learn from this account? Showing insight can help us to respond peacefully to a matter, even if we have a legitimate reason to be angry. It can help us to consider the consequences of our words and actions. (Read Proverbs 19:11.) When David was reminded of Jehovah’s thinking, he was able to get his anger under control. If something angers or frustrates you, reject the temptation to respond thoughtlessly. (Jas. 1:19) Turn to Jehovah in prayer and give yourself time to seek his thinking on the matter, which will likely help you to calm down.

12. How can others help us show insight and remain calm?


Your answer



12 Just as Jehovah used Abigail to help David see beyond the situation, He can use others to help us gain insight into a matter. So before responding to a frustrating situation, consider talking to a mature Christian​—someone who can help you to view matters more objectively. (Prov. 12:15; 20:18) On the other hand, if you have the opportunity to help a friend in such a situation, can you imitate Abigail? Can you help your friend to see Jehovah’s perspective on the matter? Jehovah will surely bless your efforts to help others show insight and remain calm.

RESPOND WITH CONFIDENCE RATHER THAN WITH FEAR

13. How can insight help us see beyond our fears?


Your answer



13 At times, we will face situations that make us feel afraid. Insight can help us to see beyond our fears by remembering that any frightening events in this world become insignificant next to Jehovah’s awesome power. (Ps. 27:1) Jehovah can help us in any situation, even those that seem hopeless. That lesson shines through in the life of the prophet Jonah. He was a spiritual man, but he needed more insight to succeed in a difficult assignment.

14. Why may Jonah have been reluctant to accept the assignment Jehovah gave him?


Your answer



14 Jehovah gave Jonah a daunting assignment: to go to Nineveh and proclaim a message of judgment to its residents. (Jonah 1:1, 2) How would you have felt if you had received that assignment? The arduous journey on foot from Israel to the Assyrian city of Nineveh would have taken Jonah about a month. The Assyrians were known for being aggressive and violent. Nineveh was even called “the city of bloodshed.” (Nah. 3:1, 7) Instead of accepting the assignment, Jonah decided to run away.​—Jonah 1:3.

15. How did Jonah develop greater confidence in Jehovah? (Jonah 2:6-9)


Your answer



15 Jonah was on the run when Jehovah reminded him of His power by miraculously saving Jonah’s life in a spectacular way. (Jonah 1:15, 17) Jonah learned a lesson. He began to see beyond the fearful aspects of the assignment in Nineveh and to focus on the fact that Jehovah could protect him from any danger. (Read Jonah 2:6-9.) When Jehovah gave him a second chance to accept the assignment, Jonah did not hold back. He went to Nineveh, where his ministry was a great success.​—Jonah 3:5.

16. How can insight help us in fearful situations? (Proverbs 29:25) (See also pictures.)


Your answer



16 What can we learn from this account? We do not want to let anything, especially fear of man, hold us back in our worship of Jehovah. (Read Proverbs 29:25.) Showing insight helped Jonah to see past the challenges of his assignment and to focus on Jehovah’s support. Similarly, we want to look beyond our fears and reflect on how Jehovah has helped and protected us in the past. We can also meditate on the examples of brothers and sisters who have successfully faced fearful situations or have cared for challenging assignments by relying on Jehovah.* (Heb. 13:6) May we show insight by fully trusting in Jehovah and helping others to do so too.



[image: Collage: 1. The prophet Jonah walks toward the city gates of Nineveh. 2. A teenage brother walks down a school hallway as he is surrounded by things Jehovah disapproves. Rainbow flags are displayed throughout the hallway. A boy is being bullied by another boy.]

Jonah’s example teaches us that insight can help us to accept God’s direction and to find success in a difficult situation (See paragraph 16)







GAINING AND SAFEGUARDING INSIGHT

17. How can we gain more insight?


Your answer



17 As we have discussed, showing insight can help us to deal with challenging situations successfully. How can we gain more insight? Jehovah is the most important Source of insight, and he gives it to his worshippers by means of his Word and his holy spirit. (Neh. 9:20; Ps. 32:8) He provides us with advice that we can use to direct our steps and control our emotions. (Ps. 119:97-101) We gain insight as we carefully consider what the Bible says and prayerfully ask Jehovah for his powerful holy spirit. This allows us to have a clearer picture of a matter and to know how best to handle it so that what we say and do reflect Jehovah’s thinking.​—Prov. 21:11, ftn.

18. What are you determined to do?


Your answer



18 May we continue to seek and highly value the insight we gain from Jehovah. (Ps. 14:2) If we do, we will never stray “from the way of insight.” (Prov. 21:16) But we will be more determined than ever to show insight at all times and in every situation. As a result, we “will find success.”



HOW CAN WE SHOW INSIGHT, AS DID . . .


	  Naaman?


Your answer





	  David and Abigail?


Your answer





	  Jonah?


Your answer












SONG 42 The Prayer of God’s Servant



^  For example, consider the experience of Georgiy Porchulyan in the article series “Life Stories of Jehovah’s Witnesses” in JW Library® or on jw.org.






^ (Prov. 16:20) The one who shows insight in a matter will find success,* And happy is the one trusting in Jehovah.

Lit., “good.”


^  (Prov. 10:19) When words are many, transgression cannot be avoided, But whoever controls his lips acts discreetly.



^  (Ps. 4:4) Be agitated, but do not sin. Have your say in your heart, upon your bed, and keep silent. (Selah)



^  (Prov. 19:20) Listen to counsel and accept discipline, In order to become wise in your future.



^  (1 Pet. 5:5) In the same way, you younger men, be in subjection to the older men.* But all of you clothe* yourselves with humility* toward one another, because God opposes the haughty ones, but he gives undeserved kindness to the humble ones.

Or “the elders.”
Or “gird.”
Or “lowliness of mind.”


^  (2 Ki. 5:1) Now Naʹa·man the army chief of the king of Syria was a prominent man who was held in esteem by his lord, because through him Jehovah had given victory* to Syria. He was a mighty warrior, although he was a leper.*

Or “salvation.”
Or “struck with a skin disease.”


^  (2 Ki. 5:2, 3) On one of their raids, the Syrians had taken captive from the land of Israel a little girl who became a servant to Naʹa·man’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress: “If only my lord would visit the prophet in Sa·marʹi·a! Then he would cure him of his leprosy.”



^  (2 Ki. 5:4, 5) So he* went and reported to his lord, telling him what the girl from Israel had said. 5 Then the king of Syria said: “Go now! And I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So he went, taking with him ten talents* of silver, 6,000 pieces of gold, and ten changes of garments.

Possibly referring to Naaman.
A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.


^  (2 Ki. 5:6-9) He brought to the king of Israel the letter, which read: “Along with this letter that has come to you, I send my servant Naʹa·man so that you may cure him of his leprosy.” 7 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he ripped his garments apart and said: “Am I God, to put to death and to keep alive? For he is sending this man to me, telling me to cure him of his leprosy! You can see for yourselves that he is seeking a quarrel with me.” 8 But when E·liʹsha the man of the true God heard that the king of Israel had ripped his garments apart, he at once sent word to the king: “Why did you rip your garments apart? Please let him come to me so that he may know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naʹa·man came with his horses and his war chariots and stood at the entrance of the house of E·liʹsha.



^  (2 Ki. 5:10) However, E·liʹsha sent a messenger to tell him: “Go, wash seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored, and you will be clean.”



^ (2 Ki. 5:13, 14) His servants now approached him and said: “My father, if the prophet had told you to do something extraordinary, would you not do it? How much more, then, since he only said to you, ‘Wash and be clean’?” 14 At that he went down and plunged into* the Jordan seven times, according to the word of the man of the true God. Then his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little boy, and he became clean.

Or “immersed himself in.”


^  (2 Ki. 5:11, 12) At this Naʹa·man became indignant and started to leave, saying: “Here I said to myself, ‘He will come out to me and stand here and call on the name of Jehovah his God, moving his hand back and forth over the leprosy to cure it.’ 12 Are not the A·baʹnah and the Pharʹpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Can I not wash in them and become clean?” With that he turned and went away in a rage.



^  (2 Ki. 5:13, 14) His servants now approached him and said: “My father, if the prophet had told you to do something extraordinary, would you not do it? How much more, then, since he only said to you, ‘Wash and be clean’?” 14 At that he went down and plunged into* the Jordan seven times, according to the word of the man of the true God. Then his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little boy, and he became clean.

Or “immersed himself in.”


^ (Prov. 22:4) The result of humility and the fear of Jehovah Is riches and glory and life.



^  (Prov. 22:4) The result of humility and the fear of Jehovah Is riches and glory and life.



^  (Eph. 4:26) Be wrathful, but do not sin; do not let the sun set while you are still angry;



^  (1 Sam. 25:1) In time Samuel died; and all Israel gathered together to mourn for him and to bury him at his house in Raʹmah. Then David rose and went down to the wilderness of Paʹran.



^  (1 Sam. 25:15, 16) Those men were very good to us. They never harmed us, and we did not miss a single thing the whole time we were together with them in the fields. 16 They were like a protective wall around us, both by night and by day, the whole time we were with them shepherding the flock.



^  (1 Sam. 25:6-8) Then say, ‘May you live long and may you be well* and may your household be well and may all that you have be well. 7 Now I hear that you are doing your shearing. When your shepherds were with us, we did not harm them, and they found nothing missing the whole time they were in Carʹmel. 8 Ask your young men, and they will tell you. May my young men find favor in your eyes, because we have come at a joyous time.* Please give to your servants and to your son David whatever you can spare.’”

Or “may you have peace.”
Lit., “a good day.”


^  (1 Sam. 25:10, 11) Naʹbal answered David’s servants: “Who is David, and who is the son of Jesʹse? Nowadays many servants are breaking away from their masters. 11 Do I have to take my bread and my water and the meat that I butchered for my shearers and give it to men who come from who knows where?”



^ (1 Sam. 25:32, 33) At this David said to Abʹi·gail: “Praise Jehovah the God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet me! 33 And blessed be your good sense! May you be blessed for restraining me this day from incurring bloodguilt and from taking revenge* with my own hands.

Or “bringing salvation.”


^  (1 Sam. 25:13) David immediately said to his men: “Everyone strap on your sword!” So they all strapped on their swords, and David also strapped on his own sword, and about 400 men went up with David, while 200 men stayed with the baggage.



^  (1 Sam. 25:21, 22) Now David had been saying: “It was for nothing that I guarded everything that belongs to this fellow in the wilderness. Not a single thing belonging to him went missing, and yet he repays me evil for good. 22 May God do the same and more to the enemies of David* if I allow a single male* of his to survive until the morning.”

Or possibly, “to David.”
Lit., “anyone urinating against a wall.” A Hebrew expression of contempt referring to males.


^  (1 Sam. 25:18) So Abʹi·gail quickly took 200 loaves of bread, two large jars of wine, five dressed sheep, five seah measures* of roasted grain, 100 cakes of raisins, and 200 cakes of pressed figs and put all of it on the donkeys.

A seah equaled 7.33 L (6.66 dry qt). See App. B14.


^  (1 Sam. 25:23-31) When Abʹi·gail caught sight of David, she hurried down off the donkey and threw herself facedown before David, bowing to the ground. 24 She then fell at his feet and said: “My lord, let the blame be on me; let your servant girl speak to you, and listen to the words of your servant girl. 25 Please, do not let my lord pay attention to this worthless Naʹbal, for he is just like his name. Naʹbal* is his name, and senselessness is with him. But I, your servant girl, did not see my lord’s young men whom you sent. 26 And now, my lord, as surely as Jehovah is living and as you are* living, it is Jehovah who has held you back from incurring bloodguilt and from taking revenge* with your own hand. May your enemies and those seeking injury to my lord become like Naʹbal. 27 Now let this gift* that your servant girl has brought to my lord be given to the young men who are following my lord. 28 Pardon, please, the transgression of your servant girl, for Jehovah will without fail make for my lord a lasting house, because my lord is fighting the wars of Jehovah, and no evil has been found in you all your days. 29 When someone rises up to pursue you and seeks your life,* the life* of my lord will be wrapped securely in the bag of life with Jehovah your God, but the lives* of your enemies he will hurl away like stones from a sling.* 30 And when Jehovah has done for my lord all the good things he has promised and he appoints you as leader over Israel, 31 you will have no remorse or regret* in your heart for shedding blood without cause and for letting the hand of my lord take revenge.* When Jehovah confers good upon my lord, remember your servant girl.”

Meaning “Senseless; Stupid.”
Or “your soul is.”
Or “bringing salvation.”
Lit., “blessing.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “souls.”
Or “as from the hollow of a sling.”
Lit., “staggering or stumbling.”
Or “bring salvation.”


^  (1 Sam. 25:32, 33) At this David said to Abʹi·gail: “Praise Jehovah the God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet me! 33 And blessed be your good sense! May you be blessed for restraining me this day from incurring bloodguilt and from taking revenge* with my own hands.

Or “bringing salvation.”


^ (Prov. 19:11) The insight of a man certainly slows down his anger, And it is beauty on his part to overlook* an offense.*

Lit., “pass over.”
Or “a transgression.”


^  (Prov. 19:11) The insight of a man certainly slows down his anger, And it is beauty on his part to overlook* an offense.*

Lit., “pass over.”
Or “a transgression.”


^  (Jas. 1:19) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,



^  (Prov. 12:15) The way of the fool is right in his own eyes, But the wise one accepts advice.*

Or “counsel.”


^  (Prov. 20:18) By consultation,* plans will succeed,* And by skillful direction* wage your war.

Or “counsel.”
Or “be made firm.”
Or “wise guidance.”


^  (Ps. 27:1) Jehovah is my light and my salvation. Whom should I fear? Jehovah is the stronghold of my life. Whom should I dread?



^  (Jonah 1:1, 2) The word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah* the son of A·mitʹtai, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim judgment against her, for their wickedness has come to my attention.”

Meaning “Dove.”


^  (Nah. 3:1) Woe to the city of bloodshed! She is completely full of deception and robbery. She is never without prey!



^  (Nah. 3:7) Everyone who sees you will flee from you and say, ‘Ninʹe·veh has been devastated! Who will sympathize with her?’ Where will I find comforters for you?



^  (Jonah 1:3) But Joʹnah got up to run away from Jehovah to Tarʹshish; he went down to Jopʹpa and found a ship going to Tarʹshish. So he paid the fare and went aboard to go with them to Tarʹshish, away from Jehovah.



^ (Jonah 2:6-9) To the bottoms of the mountains I sank down. The bars of the earth were closing upon me forever. But out of the pit you brought up my life, O Jehovah my God.  7 When my life* was ebbing away, Jehovah was the One whom I remembered. Then my prayer came in to you, into your holy temple.  8 Those who are devoted to the worthless idols forsake their source of loyal love.*  9 But as for me, with the voice of thanksgiving I will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed, I will pay. Salvation is from Jehovah.”

Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “their loyalty.”


^  (Jonah 1:15) Then they lifted Joʹnah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased its raging.



^  (Jonah 1:17) Jehovah now sent a huge fish to swallow Joʹnah, so that Joʹnah came to be in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights.



^  (Jonah 2:6-9) To the bottoms of the mountains I sank down. The bars of the earth were closing upon me forever. But out of the pit you brought up my life, O Jehovah my God.  7 When my life* was ebbing away, Jehovah was the One whom I remembered. Then my prayer came in to you, into your holy temple.  8 Those who are devoted to the worthless idols forsake their source of loyal love.*  9 But as for me, with the voice of thanksgiving I will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed, I will pay. Salvation is from Jehovah.”

Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “their loyalty.”


^  (Jonah 3:5) And the men of Ninʹe·veh put faith in God, and they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them.



^ (Prov. 29:25) Trembling at* men is* a snare, But the one trusting in Jehovah will be protected.

Or “Fear of.”
Or “lays.”


^  (Prov. 29:25) Trembling at* men is* a snare, But the one trusting in Jehovah will be protected.

Or “Fear of.”
Or “lays.”


^  (Heb. 13:6) So that we may be of good courage and say: “Jehovah is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”



^  (Neh. 9:20) And you gave your good spirit to give them insight, and you did not hold back your manna from their mouth, and you gave them water when they were thirsty.



^  (Ps. 32:8) “I will give you insight and instruct you in the way you should go. I will give you advice with my eye upon you.



^  (Ps. 119:97-101) How I do love your law! I ponder over* it all day long. 98 Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, Because it is with me forever. 99 I have more insight than all my teachers, Because I ponder over* your reminders. 100 I act with more understanding than older men, Because I observe your orders. 101 I refuse to walk on any evil path, So that I may keep your word.

Or “study.”
Or “study.”


^  (Prov. 21:11) When a ridiculer is punished, the inexperienced become wiser, And when a wise person receives insight, he gains knowledge.*

Or “he knows what to do.”


^  (Ps. 14:2) But Jehovah looks down from heaven on the sons of men To see whether anyone has insight, whether anyone is seeking Jehovah.



^  (Prov. 21:16) The man who strays from the way of insight Will rest in the company of those powerless in death.
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SONG 111 Our Reasons for Joy



Why You Can Be Happy When You Are Hated



“Happy are you whenever men hate you.”​—LUKE 6:22.




FOCUS

Why we can be happy when we are hated for serving Jehovah.




 1. What surprising statement did Jesus make about being hated?


Your answer



IN HIS Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said: “Happy are you whenever men hate you.” (Luke 6:22) Those words must have surprised his listeners. After all, no one enjoys being hated. Why did Jesus make that statement? That is a good question to consider because Jesus’ followers today are hated by many people. We will discuss why we are hated and why we can be happy when we are hated.

WHY WE ARE HATED

2-3. What is one reason why true Christians are persecuted, and how might this affect our view of opposers? (John 16:2, 3)


Your answer



2 We are hated because we worship Jehovah. Regarding those who would persecute and even kill some of his followers, Jesus said: “They have not come to know either the Father or me.” (Read John 16:2, 3.) Who is ultimately to blame for the opposition to God’s people? Satan is. He is “the god of this system of things.” (2 Cor. 4:3, 4) He blinds people to the truth about Jehovah and influences them to oppose those who do know and love God. (John 8:42-44) How might knowing this affect our view of opposers? For one thing, realizing that they have been deceived will help us to avoid hating them in return.

3 Consider the example of Pavel,* who lives in a country where our work is banned. Because he continued faithfully worshipping Jehovah, he was arrested, cruelly beaten, and placed in solitary confinement for months. Pavel now says: “It is clear to me that persecution is due to demonic resistance to pure worship. It seems that most who work in the prison system have no personal animosity against us. They are simply doing their job.” A brother in Croatia who endured vicious persecution from his unbelieving parents states: “I have come to see Satan as my real enemy, not my parents.”​—Eph. 6:12.

 4. What can we learn from the examples of Jesus and of the disciple Stephen? (See also picture.)


Your answer



4 We do not hate our opposers. In fact, we may be moved to pray for them. (Matt. 5:44) In this regard, we can learn from Jesus and the disciple Stephen. While nailed to the torture stake by Roman soldiers, Jesus prayed: “Father, forgive them.” (Luke 23:34) Jesus was asking Jehovah to forgive these soldiers who were charged with executing him. He may have been thinking also of those in the crowd who, egged on by his religious enemies, had clamored for his death. Jesus realized that these people did not really know what they were doing. Similarly, the disciple Stephen asked God to forgive his executioners. (Acts 7:58-60) Did Jehovah answer the prayers of Jesus and of Stephen? Yes. Many involved in Jesus’ trial and execution later repented, exercised faith in Jesus, and got baptized. (Acts 2:36-41) And at least one person who approved of Stephen’s execution​—Saul of Tarsus—​became a Christian and deeply regretted the terrible things he had done in his ignorance.​—1 Tim. 1:13.



[image: A brother with bruises on his face, praying in his prison cell as a guard stands nearby.]

Just as Jesus and the disciple Stephen prayed for those persecuting them, we can pray for those persecuting us (See paragraph 4)







 5. What do you learn from César’s experience?


Your answer



5 Jehovah continues to answer prayers offered in behalf of opposers today. Consider the experience of César, who lives in Venezuela. His father was violently opposed to the truth. César says: “My mother was everything a wife and mother should be. Though she always put the Kingdom first, she never neglected my father. She taught my siblings and me to respect our father. She also taught us to obey him unless he asked us to do something against God’s will.” Over the years, his father’s attitude softened. César relates: “One day, after I said a heartfelt prayer, I asked my dad if I could study the Bible with him. It is hard to describe the emotions I felt when he said yes.” In time, César’s father got baptized. Not all opposers make such changes, but some do soften their attitude after observing our respectful speech and fine conduct. How happy we are when they do! We long to see how Jehovah, the merciful “Judge of all the earth,” may yet draw such ones to him.​—Gen. 18:25.

 6. According to Mark 13:13, what is another reason why we are hated?


Your answer



6 We are hated because we respect Jesus. Jesus said that true Christians would be hated by all people “on account of [his] name.” (Read Mark 13:13.) What does Jesus’ “name” stand for? It stands for his reputation and his authority as the King of God’s Kingdom. We are hated by people who have put their trust in earthly leaders, not in the one whom Jehovah has chosen to rule the universe, Jesus Christ. Jesus has been ruling as King of the Kingdom since 1914. Soon, he will remove all rival rulerships that have rejected his authority.

7-8. Why do some of Jehovah’s people become targets of ridicule? (John 15:18-20) (See also pictures.)


Your answer



7 We are hated because we reject Satan’s world. Jesus explained that his followers would be hated because they “are no part of the world.” (Read John 15:18-20.) Like the early Christians, we reject the world’s ungodly attitudes, conduct, and speech. Because of this, many brothers and sisters have become targets of ridicule at work or at school. (1 Pet. 4:3, 4) We are pleased, however, that some opposers eventually have a change of heart and come to admire us for our stand.

8 Consider the experience of Ignacio, in Central America. He attended a school where one teacher mocked him for years for his high moral standards. However, before Ignacio graduated, that teacher asked him how he was able to live by Bible principles in such a hostile environment. Ignacio explained that he views God’s laws as a protection. He then invited the teacher to a congregation meeting. To Ignacio’s surprise, the teacher attended! The teacher was so impressed by the warmth of the congregation that he continued attending meetings. Later, because of studying the Bible, the teacher himself faced opposition. But he continued making spiritual progress and eventually got baptized.



[image: Collage: A reenactment of Ignacio at school. 1. He sits quietly and respectfully in a classroom as his teacher mocks him in front of other students. 2. Later, Ignacio’s teacher listens attentively as Ignacio speaks with him.]

Regardless of our age, we can courageously and successfully defend our faith (See paragraph 8)*







9-10. (a) For what other reason do Christians stand out as different from Satan’s world? (b) What can we learn from the apostle Paul’s example?


Your answers



9 We also stand out as different from Satan’s world because we are neutral with regard to politics and war. (John 18:36) In harmony with the counsel found at Romans 13:1, we strive to be law-abiding citizens. Yet, as Christians, we remain neutral in political conflicts, so we do not run for political office or vote for political candidates. Why? Because our allegiance is to Jehovah and to his Kingdom under Christ. Many of Jehovah’s Witnesses have been imprisoned for their Christian faith. Nevertheless, imprisoned brothers and sisters continue to preach. They thus imitate the apostle Paul, who spent years under house arrest and in prison. (Acts 24:27; 28:16, 30) He continued to share the good news with all who would listen, including prison guards, court officials, governors, kings, and perhaps even officials of Roman Emperor Nero.​—Acts 9:15.

10 Similarly, our imprisoned brothers preach to all who will listen, including judges, government officials, and guards. One brother who spent more than six years in prison for remaining politically neutral said that he viewed his time in prison, not as a punishment, but as an assignment from Jehovah to find sheeplike ones. How happy we can be if Jehovah uses us to reach such individuals with the good news! (Col. 4:3) Let us also consider other reasons we have to be happy even when we are hated for serving Jehovah.

WHY WE CAN BE HAPPY WHEN HATED

11. How can experiencing persecution strengthen our faith? Give an example.


Your answer



11 We know that the world’s hatred fulfills Bible prophecy. Jehovah foretold in the first recorded prophecy that Satan and his symbolic offspring​—those who follow him—​would hate individuals who love and serve Jehovah. (Gen. 3:15) Jesus often reaffirmed the truthfulness of those prophetic words, as recorded by all four Gospel writers. (Matt. 10:22; Mark 13:9-12; Luke 6:22, 23; John 15:20) And other Christian Bible writers did likewise. (2 Tim. 3:12; Jas. 1:2; 1 Pet. 4:12-14; Jude 3, 17-19) So when persecution arises, we are not shocked. Instead, we are happy that Bible prophecy is being fulfilled. This assures us that we are serving the true God. A sister who lives in a country where our work is restricted says: “When I dedicated myself to Jehovah, I knew I would face persecution sooner or later. So trials neither intimidated me nor surprised me.” Her husband was one of her many opposers. He mistreated her and burned her Bible and Bible literature. But rather than shrink back in fear, our sister grew stronger in faith. (Heb. 10:39) She says: “Persecution was prophesied, so I knew that it had to happen. Experiencing it convinced me that this was the true religion.”

12. What helped one brother to cope with persecution?


Your answer



12 Although we expect to be persecuted, we may still find it a challenge to endure. One brother wrote regarding his time in prison: “At times, I felt depressed or worried, and I would just cry.” What helped this brother to cope? “I always prayed,” he said. “I started each morning with prayer. During the day, I prayed whenever difficult situations arose. And when injustices made me angry, I would lock myself in the bathroom and pray.” Our brother also meditated on ancient and modern-day examples of integrity. That helped him to endure the persecution and to gain the peace that Jesus promised his followers.​—John 14:27; 16:33.

13. What can help us to conquer hatred?


Your answer



13 We have love that is stronger than hatred. Down to his dying breath, Jesus loved his Father with all his heart. Jesus also loved his friends. (John 13:1; 15:13) When we develop such love, both for Jehovah and for our brothers and sisters, we too will be able to conquer hatred. How so? In answer, consider the example of the apostle Paul.

14. What helped Paul to stand firm in the face of death?


Your answer



14 Not long before he was executed, Paul wrote to his dear friend Timothy: “God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but one of power and of love.” (2 Tim. 1:7) What did Paul mean? Paul was saying that strong love for Jehovah can move a Christian to be willing to face intense trials. (2 Tim. 1:8) No doubt the love Paul had for Jehovah helped him to face death courageously, without abandoning true worship.​—Acts 20:22-24.

15. How have our brothers and sisters in our time shown unselfish love for one another? (See also picture.)


Your answer



15 We certainly love our fellow believers who remain firm in the face of persecution. Some today willingly put themselves at risk for their brothers and sisters, as Aquila and Priscilla did when they risked their lives for Paul. (Rom. 16:3, 4) In Russia, for example, many have gone to courthouses to encourage those who have been arrested. When one sister who had been arrested saw dozens of her spiritual brothers and sisters at the courthouse, she was so overcome with emotion that she could not speak for a while. The unselfish love of her fellow believers strengthened her when she really needed it. How happy we can be that we have love that is stronger than hatred!



[image: A sister being escorted into a van by two female police officers while a group of her brothers and sisters applaud her.]

Even where our work is banned or restricted, our brothers and sisters have shown unselfish love for fellow Christians (See paragraph 15)*







16. Why did the apostle Peter say that those who are mistreated for serving God have reason to be happy? (1 Peter 4:14)


Your answer



16 We know that our endurance amid hatred brings God’s approval. (Read 1 Peter 4:14.) The apostle Peter said that those who endure mistreatment for serving God have reason to be happy. How so? Such mistreatment is proof that God’s spirit “is resting upon [us].” Peter knew what it felt like to have God’s approval and to endure persecution. Shortly after Pentecost 33 C.E., the Jewish temple police were dispatched to arrest Peter and other apostles for preaching. But Peter boldly defended his faith. (Acts 5:24-29) Even after being flogged, he and his fellow apostles did not stop preaching. Rather, they rejoiced because they had been “counted worthy to be dishonored in behalf of [Jesus’] name.” We too can rejoice when enduring trials.​—Acts 5:40-42.

17. What did Jesus tell his disciples on the night before his death?


Your answer



17 On the night before his death, Jesus told his disciples: “Whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him.” (John 14:21) How we look forward to the time when we will be loved​—not hated—​for serving Jehovah! (2 Thess. 1:6-8) In the meantime, may we find comfort and strength in the many reasons we have to be happy when we are hated.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  Why are Jesus’ followers hated?


Your answer





	  How is our love stronger than hatred?


Your answer





	  Why can we be happy when hated?


Your answer












SONG 149 A Victory Song



^  Some names have been changed.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A reenactment of Ignacio witnessing to his teacher.


^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A reenactment of brothers and sisters supporting a fellow worshipper who is being led away into confinement because of her faith.






^ (Luke 6:22) “Happy are you whenever men hate you, and when they exclude you and reproach* you and denounce* your name as wicked for the sake of the Son of man.

Or “insult.”
Or “cast out.”


^  (Luke 6:22) “Happy are you whenever men hate you, and when they exclude you and reproach* you and denounce* your name as wicked for the sake of the Son of man.

Or “insult.”
Or “cast out.”


^ (John 16:2, 3) Men will expel you from the synagogue. In fact, the hour is coming when everyone who kills you will think he has offered a sacred service to God. 3 But they will do these things because they have not come to know either the Father or me.



^  (John 16:2, 3) Men will expel you from the synagogue. In fact, the hour is coming when everyone who kills you will think he has offered a sacred service to God. 3 But they will do these things because they have not come to know either the Father or me.



^  (2 Cor. 4:3, 4) If, in fact, the good news we declare is veiled, it is veiled among those who are perishing, 4 among whom the god of this system of things has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that the illumination* of the glorious good news about the Christ, who is the image of God, might not shine through.

Or “light.”


^  (John 8:42-44) Jesus said to them: “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I have not come of my own initiative, but that One sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what I am saying? Because you cannot listen to* my word. 44 You are from your father the Devil, and you wish to do the desires of your father. That one was a murderer when he began, and he did not stand fast in the truth, because truth is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks according to his own disposition, because he is a liar and the father of the lie.

Or “accept.”


^  (Eph. 6:12) because we have a struggle, not against blood and flesh, but against the governments, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the wicked spirit forces in the heavenly places.



^  (Matt. 5:44) However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you,



^  (Luke 23:34) But Jesus was saying: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” Furthermore, they cast lots to distribute his garments.



^  (Acts 7:58-60) After throwing him outside the city, they began stoning him. The witnesses laid down their outer garments at the feet of a young man called Saul. 59 As they were stoning Stephen, he made this appeal: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then, kneeling down, he cried out with a strong voice: “Jehovah, do not charge this sin against them.” And after saying this, he fell asleep in death.



^  (Acts 2:36-41) Therefore, let all the house of Israel know for a certainty that God made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you executed on a stake.” 37 Now when they heard this, they were stabbed to the heart, and they said to Peter and the rest of the apostles: “Men, brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of the holy spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and your children, and to all those who are far away, to all those whom Jehovah our God may call to himself.” 40 And with many other words he gave a thorough witness and kept exhorting them, saying: “Get saved from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who gladly accepted his word were baptized, and on that day about 3,000 people were added.



^  (1 Tim. 1:13) although formerly I was a blasphemer and a persecutor and an insolent man. Nevertheless, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and with a lack of faith.



^  (Gen. 18:25) It is unthinkable that you would act in this manner by putting the righteous man to death with the wicked one so that the outcome for the righteous man and the wicked is the same! It is unthinkable of you. Will the Judge of all the earth not do what is right?”



^ (Mark 13:13) And you will be hated by all people on account of my name. But the one who has endured to the end will be saved.



^  (Mark 13:13) And you will be hated by all people on account of my name. But the one who has endured to the end will be saved.



^ (John 15:18-20) If the world hates you, you know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were part of the world, the world would be fond of what is its own. Now because you are no part of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you. 20 Keep in mind the word I said to you: A slave is not greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have observed my word, they will also observe yours.



^  (John 15:18-20) If the world hates you, you know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were part of the world, the world would be fond of what is its own. Now because you are no part of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you. 20 Keep in mind the word I said to you: A slave is not greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have observed my word, they will also observe yours.



^  (1 Pet. 4:3, 4) For the time that has passed by is sufficient for you to have done the will of the nations when you carried on in acts of brazen conduct,* unbridled passions, overdrinking, wild parties,* drinking bouts, and lawless idolatries. 4 They are puzzled that you do not continue running with them in the same decadent course of debauchery, so they speak abusively of you.

Or “acts of shameless conduct.” Plural of the Greek a·selʹgei·a. See Glossary.
Or “revelries.”


^  (John 18:36) Jesus answered: “My Kingdom is no part of this world. If my Kingdom were part of this world, my attendants would have fought that I should not be handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my Kingdom is not from this source.”



^  (Rom. 13:1) Let every person be in subjection to the superior authorities, for there is no authority except by God; the existing authorities stand placed in their relative positions by God.



^  (Acts 24:27) But when two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; and because Felix desired to gain favor with the Jews, he left Paul in custody.



^  (Acts 28:16) When finally we entered Rome, Paul was permitted to stay by himself with the soldier guarding him.



^  (Acts 28:30) So he remained there for an entire two years in his own rented house, and he would kindly receive all those who came to him,



^  (Acts 9:15) But the Lord said to him: “Go! because this man is a chosen vessel* to me to bear my name to the nations as well as to kings and the sons of Israel.

Or “tool; instrument.”


^  (Col. 4:3) At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open a door for the word so that we can declare the sacred secret about the Christ, for which I am in prison bonds,



^  (Gen. 3:15) And I will put enmity* between you and the woman and between your offspring* and her offspring.* He will crush* your head, and you will strike* him in the heel.”

Or “hostility.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “bruise; strike.”
Or “bruise; crush.”


^  (Matt. 10:22) And you will be hated by all people on account of my name, but the one who has endured* to the end will be saved.

Or “who endures.”


^  (Mark 13:9-12) “As for you, look out for yourselves. People will hand you over to local courts, and you will be beaten in synagogues and be put on the stand before governors and kings for my sake, for a witness to them. 10 Also, in all the nations, the good news has to be preached first. 11 And when they are taking you to hand you over, do not be anxious beforehand about what to say; but whatever is given you in that hour, say this, for you are not the ones speaking, but the holy spirit is. 12 Furthermore, brother will deliver brother over to death, and a father a child, and children will rise up against parents and have them put to death.



^  (Luke 6:22, 23) “Happy are you whenever men hate you, and when they exclude you and reproach* you and denounce* your name as wicked for the sake of the Son of man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for look! your reward is great in heaven, for those are the same things their forefathers used to do to the prophets.

Or “insult.”
Or “cast out.”


^  (John 15:20) Keep in mind the word I said to you: A slave is not greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have observed my word, they will also observe yours.



^  (2 Tim. 3:12) In fact, all those desiring to live with godly devotion in association with Christ Jesus will also be persecuted.



^  (Jas. 1:2) Consider it all joy, my brothers, when you meet with various trials,



^  (1 Pet. 4:12-14) Beloved ones, do not be surprised about the fiery trials that you are experiencing, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 On the contrary, go on rejoicing over the extent to which you are sharers in the sufferings of the Christ, so that you may rejoice and be overjoyed also during the revelation of his glory. 14 If you are being reproached* for the name of Christ, you are happy, because the spirit of glory, yes, the spirit of God, is resting upon you.

Or “insulted.”


^  (Jude 3) Beloved ones, although I was making every effort to write you about the salvation we hold in common, I found it necessary to write you to urge you to put up a hard fight for the faith that was once for all time delivered to the holy ones.



^  (Jude 17-19) As for you, beloved ones, call to mind the sayings that have been previously spoken* by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 18 how they used to say to you: “In the last time there will be ridiculers, following their own desires for ungodly things.” 19 These are the ones who cause divisions, animalistic men,* not having spirituality.*

Or “the things foretold.”
Or “physical men.”
Lit., “the spirit.”


^  (Heb. 10:39) Now we are not the sort who shrink back to destruction, but the sort who have faith for the preserving of our lives.



^  (John 14:27) I leave you peace; I give you my peace. I do not give it to you the way that the world gives it. Do not let your hearts be troubled nor let them shrink out of fear.



^  (John 16:33) I have said these things to you so that by means of me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but take courage! I have conquered the world.”



^  (John 13:1) Now because he knew before the festival of the Passover that his hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father, Jesus, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.



^  (John 15:13) No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his life in behalf of his friends.



^  (2 Tim. 1:7) For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but one of power and of love and of soundness of mind.



^  (2 Tim. 1:8) So do not become ashamed either of the witness about our Lord or of me, a prisoner for his sake, but take your part in suffering adversity for the good news by relying on the power of God.



^  (Acts 20:22-24) And now look! bound in the spirit, I am traveling to Jerusalem, although not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that from city to city the holy spirit repeatedly bears witness to me, saying that imprisonment and tribulations are waiting for me. 24 Nevertheless, I do not consider my own life of any importance to me,* if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to bear thorough witness to the good news of the undeserved kindness of God.

Or “of any value to me whatsoever.”


^  (Rom. 16:3, 4) Give my greetings to Prisʹca and Aqʹui·la, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who have risked their own necks for me and to whom not only I but also all the congregations of the nations give thanks.



^ (1 Pet. 4:14) If you are being reproached* for the name of Christ, you are happy, because the spirit of glory, yes, the spirit of God, is resting upon you.

Or “insulted.”


^  (1 Pet. 4:14) If you are being reproached* for the name of Christ, you are happy, because the spirit of glory, yes, the spirit of God, is resting upon you.

Or “insulted.”


^  (Acts 5:24-29) Well, when both the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were perplexed about what would come of this. 25 But someone came and reported to them: “Look! The men you put in prison are in the temple, standing and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain went off with his officers and brought them in, but without violence, because they were afraid of being stoned by the people. 27 So they brought them and stood them before the Sanʹhe·drin. Then the high priest questioned them 28 and said: “We strictly ordered you not to keep teaching on the basis of this name, and yet look! you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring the blood of this man upon us.” 29 In answer Peter and the other apostles said: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men.



^  (Acts 5:40-42) At this they took his advice, and they summoned the apostles, flogged them, and ordered them to stop speaking on the basis of Jesus’ name, and let them go. 41 So they went out from before the Sanʹhe·drin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy to be dishonored in behalf of his name. 42 And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^  (John 14:21) Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. In turn, whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will clearly show myself to him.”



^  (2 Thess. 1:6-8) This takes into account that it is righteous on God’s part to repay tribulation to those who make tribulation for you. 7 But you who suffer tribulation will be given relief along with us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his powerful angels 8 in a flaming fire, as he brings vengeance on those who do not know God and those who do not obey the good news about our Lord Jesus.








BIBLE CHARACTER

Be Courageous and Loyal Like Benaiah



Benaiah was a brave warrior who served under Kings David and Solomon. Although Benaiah was the son of a priest and would not normally use weapons, he took an active part in the wars of Jehovah. He showed great courage. For example, he killed a lion in a waterpit and defeated an armed giant. David trusted Benaiah so much that he made him the chief of his bodyguard.​—2 Sam. 23:20-23.

Benaiah remained loyal to David during the rebellions of Absalom and Adonijah. (2 Sam. 8:18; 15:18; 1 Ki. 1:8) In David’s old age, Benaiah also supported the coronation of Solomon. (1 Ki. 1:32-40) Yes, Benaiah was loyal to Jehovah and His anointed ones even when others proved disloyal.

We too need courage to fight against our formidable enemy, Satan, and his supporters. And we should be determined to continue to live by Jehovah’s standards. (Eph. 6:11; 1 Pet. 5:8, 9) Even if some choose to leave Jehovah, we loyally stick to him, confident that he will reward us.​—2 Sam. 22:26.







^ (2 Sam. 23:20-23) Be·naiʹah the son of Je·hoiʹa·da was a courageous man* who performed many exploits in Kabʹze·el. He struck down the two sons of Arʹi·el of Moʹab, and he descended into a waterpit on a snowy day and killed a lion. 21 He also struck down an Egyptian man of extraordinary size. Though the Egyptian had a spear in his hand, he went against him with a rod and snatched the spear away from the Egyptian’s hand and killed him with his own spear. 22 These things Be·naiʹah the son of Je·hoiʹa·da did, and he had a reputation like that of the three mighty warriors. 23 Although he was distinguished even more than the thirty, he did not attain to the rank of the three. However, David appointed him over his own bodyguard.

Lit., “the son of a man of valor.”


^ (2 Sam. 8:18) Be·naiʹah the son of Je·hoiʹa·da was over the Cherʹe·thites and the Pelʹe·thites. And David’s sons became chief ministers.*

Lit., “became priests.”


^ (2 Sam. 15:18) All his servants leaving with him* and all the Cherʹe·thites, the Pelʹe·thites, and the Gitʹtites, 600 men who had followed him from Gath, were passing by as the king reviewed them.*

Or “crossing at his side.”
Or “crossing before the king’s face.”


^ (1 Ki. 1:8) But Zaʹdok the priest, Be·naiʹah the son of Je·hoiʹa·da, Nathan the prophet, Shimʹe·i, Reʹi, and David’s mighty warriors did not support Ad·o·niʹjah.



^ (1 Ki. 1:32-40) Immediately King David said: “Call for me Zaʹdok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Be·naiʹah the son of Je·hoiʹa·da.” So they came in before the king. 33 The king said to them: “Take with you the servants of your lord, and have my son Solʹo·mon ride on my own mule,* and lead him down to Giʹhon. 34 Zaʹdok the priest and Nathan the prophet will anoint him there as king over Israel; then blow the horn and say, ‘Long live King Solʹo·mon!’ 35 Then follow him back, and he will come in and sit on my throne; and he will be king in my place, and I will commission him as leader over Israel and over Judah.” 36 At once Be·naiʹah the son of Je·hoiʹa·da said to the king: “Amen! May Jehovah the God of my lord the king confirm it. 37 Just as Jehovah was with my lord the king, so let him be with Solʹo·mon, and may He make his throne greater than the throne of my lord King David.” 38 Then Zaʹdok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Be·naiʹah the son of Je·hoiʹa·da, and the Cherʹe·thites and the Pelʹe·thites went down and had Solʹo·mon ride on the mule of King David, and they brought him to Giʹhon. 39 Zaʹdok the priest now took the horn of oil out of the tent and anointed Solʹo·mon, and they began to blow the horn, and all the people began shouting: “Long live King Solʹo·mon!” 40 After that all the people followed him and went up, playing flutes and rejoicing greatly, so that the earth was split open by their noise.

Or “she-mule.”


^ (Eph. 6:11) Put on the complete suit of armor from God so that you may be able to stand firm against the crafty acts of the Devil;



^ (1 Pet. 5:8, 9) Keep your senses, be watchful! Your adversary, the Devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to devour someone.* 9 But take your stand against him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by the entire association of your brothers* in the world.

Or “looking for someone to devour.”
Lit., “by your brotherhood.”


^ (2 Sam. 22:26) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless, mighty man, you deal blamelessly;
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^ ***sjj song 53 Preparing to Preach***


SONG 53

Preparing to Preach


(Jeremiah 1:17)


	1. Morning comes.

Soon we will be

On our way to preach good news.

But it’s dark outside,

And the rain starts to fall.

It would be easy to stay inside,

sleepy-eyed.

(CHORUS)

Positive thoughts and preparation,

Praying that we’ll succeed;

This can provide the inspiration,

We’ll surely need.

We’re not alone; the angels guide us.

Jesus commands them all.

And with a loyal friend beside us,

We’ll never fall.





	2. Soon we’ll see

Joy come our way

If these things we keep in mind.

And Jehovah sees

Ev’ry effort we make,

And he remembers the love we show;

this we know.

(CHORUS)

Positive thoughts and preparation,

Praying that we’ll succeed;

This can provide the inspiration,

We’ll surely need.

We’re not alone; the angels guide us.

Jesus commands them all.

And with a loyal friend beside us,

We’ll never fall.









(See also Eccl. 11:4; Matt. 10:5, 7; Luke 10:1; Titus 2:14.)





^ (Jer. 1:17) But you should prepare for action,* And you must stand up and tell them everything that I command you. Do not be terrified of them, So that I do not terrify you before them.

Lit., “gird up your hips.”


^ (Eccl. 11:4) The one who watches the wind will not sow seed, and the one who looks at the clouds will not reap.



^ (Matt. 10:5) These 12 Jesus sent out, giving them these instructions: “Do not go off into the road of the nations, and do not enter any Sa·marʹi·tan city;



^ (Matt. 10:7) As you go, preach, saying: ‘The Kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.’



^ (Luke 10:1) After these things the Lord designated 70 others and sent them out by twos ahead of him into every city and place where he himself was to go.



^ (Titus 2:14) who gave himself for us to set us free from every sort of lawlessness and to cleanse for himself a people who are his own special possession, zealous for fine works.









^ ***nwtsty Mark 1:22***

22 And they were astounded at his way of teaching, for he was teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.



^ ***nwtsty An Introduction to God’s Word***


An Introduction to God’s Word



The Bible contains God’s message, or word, for us today. It shows us how to live our lives successfully and how to gain God’s approval. It also answers the following questions:

	 1  Who is God?



	 2  How can you learn about God?



	 3  Who wrote the Bible?



	 4  Is the Bible scientifically accurate?



	 5  What is the Bible’s message?



	 6  What did the Bible foretell about the Messiah?



	 7  What does the Bible foretell about our day?



	 8  Is God to blame for human suffering?



	 9  Why do humans suffer?



	10  What does the Bible promise for the future?



	11  What happens when someone dies?



	12  What hope can we have for the dead?



	13  What does the Bible say about work?



	14  How can you manage your assets?



	15  How can you find happiness?



	16  How can you cope with anxiety?



	17  How can the Bible help your family?



	18  How can you draw close to God?



	19  What is contained in the various books of the Bible?



	20  How can you get the most out of your Bible reading?







HOW TO FIND BIBLE VERSES

The Bible is a collection of 66 smaller books. It is divided into two sections: the Hebrew-Aramaic Scriptures (“Old Testament”) and the Greek Scriptures (“New Testament”). Each Bible book is divided into chapters and verses. When scriptures are cited, the first number after the name of the book indicates the chapter, and the next number or numbers refer to the verse or verses. For example, Genesis 1:1 refers to Genesis chapter 1, verse 1.








^ ***nwtsty Question 15: How can you find happiness?***


QUESTION 15

How can you find happiness?



“Better is a dish of vegetables where there is love than a fattened bull where there is hatred.”

Proverbs 15:17

“I, Jehovah, am your God, the One teaching you to benefit yourself, the One guiding you in the way you should walk.”

Isaiah 48:17

“Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.”

Matthew 5:3

“You must love your neighbor as yourself.”

Matthew 22:39

“Just as you want men to do to you, do the same way to them.”

Luke 6:31

“Happy are those hearing the word of God and keeping it!”

Luke 11:28

“When a person has an abundance, his life does not result from the things he possesses.”

Luke 12:15

“So, having food and clothing, we will be content with these things.”

1 Timothy 6:8

“There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.”

Acts 20:35





^ (Prov. 15:17) Better is a dish of vegetables where there is love Than a fattened* bull where there is hatred.

Lit., “manger-fed.”


^ (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.



^ (Matt. 22:39) The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’



^ (Luke 6:31) “Also, just as you want men to do to you, do* the same way to them.

Or “keep doing.”


^ (Luke 11:28) But he said: “No, rather, happy are those hearing the word of God and keeping it!”



^ (Luke 12:15) Then he said to them: “Keep your eyes open and guard against every sort of greed, because even when a person has an abundance, his life does not result from the things he possesses.”



^ (1 Tim. 6:8) So, having food* and clothing, we will be content with these things.

Or “sustenance.”


^ (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”









^ ***sjj song 65 Move Ahead!***


SONG 65

Move Ahead!


(Hebrews 6:1)


	1. Move ahead, move ahead to maturity!

Shine the light of the truth so that all may plainly see.

Try your best to improve in your ministry;

Trust in God for true success.

There’s a place in the service for all.

It’s the work Jesus did, you’ll recall.

Look to God for support that you may not fall,

Standing firm for righteousness.



	2. Move ahead, move ahead, boldly witnessing!

Everlasting good news to all sorts of people bring.

Join in praise to Jehovah, our God and King,

As we preach from door to door.

Though opposers would like us to fear,

Don’t hold back, but let ev’ryone hear.

Tell the news that the Kingdom of God is here.

Teach the truth yet more and more.



	3. Move ahead, move ahead, always follow through,

And improve in your skills,

for there’s so much work to do.

Let the spirit of God keep on leading you.

Find the joy that is divine.

Love the people you work hard to find.

Keep returning to reach heart and mind.

And assist them to grow and to be refined,

So the light of truth will shine.







(See also Phil. 1:27; 3:16; Heb. 10:39.)





^ (Heb. 6:1) Therefore, now that we have moved beyond the primary doctrine about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying a foundation again, namely, repentance from dead works and faith in God,



^ (Phil. 1:27) Only behave in a manner worthy of the good news about the Christ, so that whether I come and see you or I am absent, I may hear about you and learn that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one soul, striving side by side for the faith of the good news,



^ (Phil. 3:16) At any rate, to the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.



^ (Heb. 10:39) Now we are not the sort who shrink back to destruction, but the sort who have faith for the preserving of our lives.















^ ***sjj song 7 Jehovah, Our Strength***


SONG 7

Jehovah, Our Strength


(Isaiah 12:2)


	1. Gracious Jehovah, our strength and our might,

You are our Savior, in you we delight.

We are your Witnesses bearing your news,

Whether men hear or they proudly refuse.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.





	2. We who now serve you rejoice in your light;

Eyes that are opened now see truth and right.

Searching the Scriptures, we hear your command;

Making our choice, for your Kingdom we stand.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.





	3. Gladly, O God, we keep doing your will.

Though Satan mocks us, we’re trusting you still.

Though he may slay us, oh, help us to be

Firm to the end for your grand Sov’reignty.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.









(See also 2 Sam. 22:3; Ps. 18:2; Isa. 43:12.)





^ (Isa. 12:2) Look! God is my salvation. I will trust and feel no dread; For Jah* Jehovah is my strength and my might, And he has become my salvation.”

“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (2 Sam. 22:3) My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge* And my place to flee, my savior; you who save me from violence.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 18:2) Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.









^ ***sjj song 153 Give Me Courage***


SONG 153

Give Me Courage


(2 Kings 6:16)


	1. Doubt and fear surround me​—

The way ahead not clear.

Through uncertainty you guide me;

I know you’re always near.

Life may not be easy,

But this I know is true:

You’re the God who’s ever loyal;

My life is safe with you.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, give me eyes of faith

And help me always see

There are more with us than against us.

Courageous let me be.

Courage, give me courage;

With courage, I’ll endure.

Jehovah, give me courage;

Your victory is sure.





	2. Feeling fear is human.

In my own strength, I’m frail.

You have been my rock and refuge;

Your power never fails.

Help me be courageous,

And let my heart be brave.

Lasting harm can never hold me​—

No prison, gate, or grave.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, give me eyes of faith

And help me always see

There are more with us than against us.

Courageous let me be.

Courage, give me courage;

With courage, I’ll endure.

Jehovah, give me courage;

Your victory is sure.



(CHORUS)

Jehovah, give me eyes of faith

And help me always see

There are more with us than against us.

Courageous let me be.

Courage, give me courage;

With courage, I’ll endure.

Jehovah, give me courage;

Your victory is sure.

Jehovah, give me courage;

Your victory is sure.











^ (2 Ki. 6:16) But he said: “Do not be afraid! For there are more who are with us than those who are with them.”















^ ***sjj song 35 “Make Sure of the More Important Things”***


SONG 35

“Make Sure of the More Important Things”


(Philippians 1:10)


	1. How great our need today for discernment,

To know the things that are true,

To know which things have greater importance,

To know which things we must do!

(CHORUS)

Love what is good; Hate what is bad.

Make God’s heart glad;

Oh, what rich blessings it brings when we learn,

When we discern,

And when we do the important things!





	2. And what could be of greater importance

Than sharing Kingdom good news,

To search for those who hunger for truth

And to help them God’s way to choose?

(CHORUS)

Love what is good; Hate what is bad.

Make God’s heart glad;

Oh, what rich blessings it brings when we learn,

When we discern,

And when we do the important things!





	3. If we take care to do what’s important,

Then true contentment we’ll find.

The peace surpassing all understanding

Will guard our heart and our mind.

(CHORUS)

Love what is good; Hate what is bad.

Make God’s heart glad;

Oh, what rich blessings it brings when we learn,

When we discern,

And when we do the important things!









(See also Ps. 97:10; John 21:15-17; Phil. 4:7.)





^ (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^ (Ps. 97:10) O you who love Jehovah, hate what is bad. He is guarding the lives* of his loyal ones; He rescues them from the hand* of the wicked.

Or “souls.”
Or “power.”


^ (John 21:15-17) When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter: “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He replied to him: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again he said to him a second time: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He replied: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Shepherd my little sheep.” 17 He said to him a third time: “Simon son of John, do you have affection for me?” Peter became grieved that he asked him the third time: “Do you have affection for me?” So he said to him: “Lord, you are aware of all things; you know that I have affection for you.” Jesus said to him: “Feed my little sheep.



^ (Phil. 4:7) and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.









^ ***nwtsty Ephesians 5:16***

16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^ ***sjj song 129 We Will Keep Enduring***


SONG 129

We Will Keep Enduring


(Matthew 24:13)


	1. How can we endure

When trials come, as Jesus said?

Through his pain he saw

The joy of better things ahead.

God’s promise, God’s justice,

Were thoughts on which he fed.

(CHORUS)

We need to have endurance.

Our faith we must defend.

His love is our assurance.

So we will keep enduring to the end.





	2. Though the passing years

May bring us sorrow, bring us pain;

There beyond the tears,

We see the life that we can gain.

To be there, feel free there,

Determined we remain.

(CHORUS)

We need to have endurance.

Our faith we must defend.

His love is our assurance.

So we will keep enduring to the end.





	3. We will not give up

Nor see the need for doubt or fear.

Faithfully we’ll serve

Until Jehovah’s day is here.

Let’s keep on enduring.

That time is very near.

(CHORUS)

We need to have endurance.

Our faith we must defend.

His love is our assurance.

So we will keep enduring to the end.









(See also Acts 20:19, 20; Jas. 1:12; 1 Pet. 4:12-14.)





^ (Matt. 24:13) But the one who has endured to the end will be saved.



^ (Acts 20:19, 20) slaving for the Lord with all humility and with tears and trials that befell me by the plots of the Jews, 20 while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house.

Or “for your good; for your benefit.”


^ (Jas. 1:12) Happy is the man who keeps on enduring trial, because on becoming approved he will receive the crown of life, which Jehovah* promised to those who continue loving Him.

See App. A5.


^ (1 Pet. 4:12-14) Beloved ones, do not be surprised about the fiery trials that you are experiencing, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 On the contrary, go on rejoicing over the extent to which you are sharers in the sufferings of the Christ, so that you may rejoice and be overjoyed also during the revelation of his glory. 14 If you are being reproached* for the name of Christ, you are happy, because the spirit of glory, yes, the spirit of God, is resting upon you.

Or “insulted.”














^ ***sjj song 135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”***


SONG 135

Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”


(Proverbs 27:11)


	1. Young man and young woman,

do give your heart to me.

My foe who now taunts me

will then be made to see.

Your youth and devotion

to me you freely give;

You show all the world

that for me you really live.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice,

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And offer praise by your own choice.





	2. Rejoice and take pleasure

in giving me your all,

And though you may stumble,

I’ll raise you if you fall.

No matter who fails you

or proves to be untrue,

Take comfort in knowing

I’ll always cherish you.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice,

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And offer praise by your own choice.









(See also Deut. 6:5; Eccl. 11:9; Isa. 41:13.)





^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Deut. 6:5) You must love Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul* and all your strength.*

See Glossary.
Or “vital force; resources.”


^ (Eccl. 11:9) Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and go where your eyes lead you; but know that the true God will bring you into judgment* for all these things.

Or “call you to account.”


^ (Isa. 41:13) For I, Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’









^ ***nwtsty Ephesians 4:26***

26 Be wrathful, but do not sin; do not let the sun set while you are still angry;



^ ***sjj song 42 The Prayer of God’s Servant***


SONG 42

The Prayer of God’s Servant


(Ephesians 6:18)


	1. Almighty God, Jehovah, our Father,

May your great name be sanctified and honored.

All that you wish you cause to become.

Great God, in faith we pray for your Kingdom.

May it come when you decree,

And its blessings may we see.



	2. Thank you, dear God, for each daily blessing,

Gifts from your hand​—good things beyond assessing.

Source of all life, Provider of light,

You give us knowledge, wisdom, and insight.

May we thank you ev’ry day

As we praise your loving way.



	3. While in this world, we have tribulation.

We look to you for hope and consolation.

Father, we throw our burden on you.

Give us the will and strength to continue.

Help us, please, to do your will,

And our vows to you fulfill.







(See also Ps. 36:9; 50:14; John 16:33; Jas. 1:5.)





^ (Eph. 6:18) while with every form of prayer and supplication you carry on prayer on every occasion in spirit. And to that end stay awake, constantly making supplication in behalf of all the holy ones.



^ (Ps. 36:9) With you is the source of life; By your light we can see light.



^ (Ps. 50:14) Offer thanksgiving as your sacrifice to God, And pay your vows to the Most High;



^ (John 16:33) I have said these things to you so that by means of me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but take courage! I have conquered the world.”



^ (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”








^ ***lfs article 1 “My Love for Jehovah Has Sustained Me”***


GEORGIY PORCHULYAN | LIFE STORY

“My Love for Jehovah Has Sustained Me”


When I was sent to a labor camp in the harsh region of Magadan, in Siberia, I was just 23 years old. At that time, I had been baptized as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses for only one year. I was so impetuous and inexperienced that my first attempt to share my new faith with an inmate almost ended up in a fight.




But what led me, a former Communist, to adopt the faith of a religious group deemed to be an enemy of the State? And how did Jehovah’s love and training help me to improve my personality during years of forced labor and exile?

Searching for Justice and Peace of Mind

I was born in 1930, in Tabani, a poor village in northern Moldova. My parents worked very hard on a collective farm in order to feed their six children. We did not have much to live on. My mother belonged to the Russian Orthodox Church, and my father was a Catholic. They often had heated arguments about the shocking behavior of the priests.

When I graduated from school at age 18, I joined the Komsomol, a youth organization that spread Communist teachings. Its aim was to prepare future members of the Communist Party. I was soon elected as secretary of the local group. Values such as fraternity, equality, and justice appealed to me, but when I saw the injustice and corruption that permeated society, I felt empty.

As an active member of the Komsomol, I had no choice but to support the decrees issued by the government of the Soviet Union* when they were closing churches and dissolving religious groups. There were some of Jehovah’s Witnesses in our village. Even though I had noticed their honest and peaceful behavior, I considered them to be fanatics. Little did I know that I would soon find answers to many of my questions through one of them.

My uncle Dimitriy, who lived in my village, was one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. One day in the spring of 1952, he asked me, “Georgiy, what are you going to do with your life?” He was the only one who cared enough about me to ask me such a question. The truth is, I had a lot of unanswered questions on my mind. For example, I kept asking myself, ‘If God exists, why does he allow so much suffering?’ For the following eight days, Dimitriy answered my questions using the Bible. Sometimes we talked about God until three o’clock in the morning!

After these discussions, I decided to study the Bible seriously. I began to realize that I had a heavenly Father who truly loved me. (Psalm 27:10) Although I had very little Bible knowledge, my love for Jehovah was strong enough to help me take decisive action. I left the Communist Party despite threats from the local chairman. Only four months after I began studying the Bible, in September 1952, I dedicated myself to Jehovah and got baptized.

My Love for Jehovah Is Tested

Back then, the activities of Jehovah’s Witnesses were under ban. However, I wanted to express my love for Jehovah through action, so I volunteered to deliver Bible literature to fellow Witnesses living in villages. This was risky because suspicious villagers could easily report a stranger to the authorities. In fact, even some Witnesses were wary of me, fearing that I could be one of the many undercover secret police agents who infiltrated the congregation. But soon it became clear that I was not a spy. Only two months after my baptism, I was arrested and convicted for delivering forbidden literature.

While held in pretrial detention, which lasted for nearly a year, I was subjected to interrogations during which the officers tried to break my integrity. But I had already developed a deep love for Jehovah God. Eventually, a public court hearing was arranged in the city of Odessa, Ukraine. My parents and siblings, who were not Jehovah’s Witnesses at the time, were summoned to court.

I was put on trial as someone who had been deceived into joining a dangerous sect. The authorities wanted my parents and siblings to believe that I had lost my mind. My parents were intimidated. They cried and asked me to repent. But I stayed calm. I told my mother: “Do not worry. I am not lost. I have found what I have been looking for all my life, and I will never part with it.” (Proverbs 23:23) I did not have much knowledge of the Bible, still I knew enough about Jehovah to cling to him. About six years later, my parents came to appreciate my beliefs better, and they too became Jehovah’s Witnesses.

I was sentenced to 15 years of forced labor and sent by train to the Kolyma region, which was at the heart of a large network of forced-labor camps in Siberia. To have complete control of the prisoners, guards and officers beat us and starved us. At first, I wondered how I would survive.

Experiencing God’s Loving Care and Training

Soon after my arrival, some of the 34 Witnesses already imprisoned in the camp cautiously asked me: “Are there any Jonadabs in your group?” Immediately I knew that they were my spiritual brothers. They were the only ones who would use such a Biblical term! These experienced brothers not only taught me how to apply Bible principles in trying situations but also helped me to develop spiritual qualities such as discernment.

I worked as a machinist in the camp. One day, a workmate named Matphey boasted that he knew the names of 50 saints by heart. When I made an offensive remark about the so-called saints, Matphey tried to punch me, but I ran away. Later, I felt upset when I saw the brothers laughing. I exclaimed: “Why are you laughing? I wanted to preach!” They kindly reminded me that our goal is to share good news, not to offend people. (1 Peter 3:15) Matphey was a political dissident, yet he was impressed by the respect the Witnesses showed toward the guards and the authorities. He eventually showed interest in the Bible’s message. I will always remember the night when he was secretly baptized in a barrel of cold water.

Soon after our arrival in the camp, two young brothers and I were invited to attend political theory classes. At first, we refused to attend such meetings. We thought that taking part in them would be a violation of our Christian neutrality. (John 17:16) As a result, we were put in a dark punishment cell for two weeks. When we were released, caring brothers explained to us that we would not necessarily have broken our neutrality by simply being present at such meetings. On the contrary, we could view them as an opportunity to give a fine witness. These loving brothers kindly helped us to grow wiser and more flexible.

Their patient training was clear evidence of Jehovah’s loving care for me. For example, a prisoner who was a priest had been appointed as chief accountant. Every time our paths crossed at mealtimes, he would greet me, saying, “Hello, son of the Devil!” Another inmate told me that I should sarcastically respond, “Hello Dad!” Sadly, I took his advice, and as a result, I was badly beaten. When the brothers learned what had happened to me, they helped me understand that my behavior had not been appropriate. (Proverbs 29:11) I eventually apologized to the priest.

Before being sent to the labor camp, I used to attend Christian meetings secretly at night or early in the morning. But in the camp, there was nowhere to hide. Therefore, every day we brothers would stand together in a circle, in full view of the guards, to discuss some scriptures we had written beforehand on small pieces of paper. Our objective was to memorize as many scriptures as possible and to recall them regularly. When an officer interrupted our meetings, we would quickly swallow our notes.

Exiled But Not Beyond the Reach of God’s Love

After being released from the camp in 1959, I was deported to the region of Karaganda in Kazakhstan. Though I was still on probation, I asked for a 20-day leave of absence from the authorities to get married. I traveled to the Tomsk region in Russia, where I knew a faithful and lovely sister named Maria. As I usually did, I came straight to the point. I told her: “Maria, I do not have time for dating. Marry me!” She agreed, and we had a small wedding. Maria valued the fact that I had endured so many trials, and she wanted to help me continue serving Jehovah.—Proverbs 19:14.

Back in the 1960’s, we could not openly go from house to house, but we seized any opportunity to share our beliefs informally. When we were invited somewhere as guests or while we were on vacation, we often shared our hope of living forever on earth. We also created opportunities to talk to others. For example, we visited houses that were for sale and tried to engage the owners in conversations about spiritual topics. Using this approach, Maria and I started Bible studies with six individuals who became Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Sometimes we could give a witness during election time. One day, secret police officers came to the factory where a few brothers and I were working. In front of about 1,000 of our fellow workers, they asked us why Jehovah’s Witnesses do not participate in politics. The chief engineer and several other workers stood up for us. They told the officers that we were responsible and diligent workers. Their reaction gave us the strength to explain our stand, quoting scriptures from memory. As a result of our bold witness, four workers showed interest in Bible truth and got baptized in less than a year.

In the early 1970’s, many honesthearted people became Jehovah’s Witnesses in Kazakhstan, so we felt the need to organize our first assembly. But how could we do that without arousing the suspicion of the authorities? We decided to hold a one-day assembly in conjunction with a wedding in a village near the city of Almaty. Our gathering was both an actual wedding and a Christian assembly, with over 300 guests joining the bride and groom! My wife and a few sisters worked very hard to decorate the venue and prepare delicious food. The guests especially appreciated the fine Bible teaching given by about a dozen speakers. That day, for the first time in my life, I gave a Bible talk in front of a large audience.

God’s Love Has Sustained Us Through Our Trials

My beloved wife, Maria, remained a faithful helper throughout her life. She was mild-tempered and submissive, always putting Kingdom interests first. Although she had been a physically strong woman, she suddenly developed a severe form of osteoporosis that caused her to be bedridden for almost 16 years. With the assistance of our compassionate daughter, Lyudmila, we took good care of her until her death in 2014.

When my dear Maria was suffering, I felt powerless. However, until her last day, we read the Bible and encouraging articles together. We often talked about the new world. At times, I cried silently at her side. But each time we read about Jehovah’s wonderful promises, we calmed down and gained strength to carry on.—Psalm 37:18; 41:⁠3.

Since the day I first sensed Jehovah’s love, I have always felt his support and care. (Psalm 34:19) As an inexperienced young man, I felt his love through those who patiently helped me improve my personality. When I experienced hardships in the labor camp and in exile, I felt that Jehovah supported me through his Word. And he gave me the strength I needed to take care of my dear wife, Maria, until her death. Today, I can truly say that my love for Jehovah has sustained me throughout my life.



^  Kazakhstan, Moldova, and Ukraine were part of the former Soviet Union until 1991.






^  (Ps. 27:10) Even if my own father and mother abandon me, Jehovah himself will take me in.



^  (Prov. 23:23) Buy* truth and never sell it, Also wisdom and discipline and understanding.

Or “Acquire.”


^  (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.



^  (John 17:16) They are no part of the world, just as I am no part of the world.



^  (Prov. 29:11) A stupid person gives vent to all his feelings,* But the wise one calmly keeps them in check.

Lit., “spirit.”


^  (Prov. 19:14) A house and wealth are inherited from fathers, But a discreet wife is from Jehovah.



^  (Ps. 37:18) Jehovah is aware of what the blameless go through,* And their inheritance will last forever.

Lit., “the days of the blameless.”


^  (Ps. 41:3) Jehovah will sustain him on his sickbed; During his sickness you will completely change his bed.



^  (Ps. 34:19) Many are the hardships* of the righteous one, But Jehovah rescues him from them all.

Or “calamities.”














^ ***sjj song 111 Our Reasons for Joy***


SONG 111

Our Reasons for Joy


(Matthew 5:12)


	1. Our reasons for joy are abundant,

Like riches increasing in worth.

Those precious to God from all nations

Are joining us in all the earth.

The joy in our heart is well-founded,

With roots reaching deep in God’s Word.

We daily partake of its teachings;

Faith follows the things we have heard.

Our causes for joy are deep-seated,

Like embers that burn in our hearts.

Though troubles and trials beset us,

Endurance Jehovah imparts.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah our God is our joy,

The work of his hands our delight.

How deep are his thoughts, how great are his works,

Abounding in goodness and might!





	2. We gladly behold his productions,

The heavens, the sea, and the land.

We gaze at the book of creation,

Applauding the work of his hands.

Triumphantly we now bear witness,

Proclaiming the Kingdom of God.

The news of its birth and its blessings,

We joyously spread all abroad.

Eternal rejoicing approaches,

Like daylight that follows the night.

The promised new earth and new heavens

Will bring everlasting delight.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah our God is our joy,

The work of his hands our delight.

How deep are his thoughts, how great are his works,

Abounding in goodness and might!









(See also Deut. 16:15; Isa. 12:6; John 15:11.)





^ (Matt. 5:12) Rejoice and be overjoyed, since your reward is great in the heavens, for in that way they persecuted the prophets prior to you.



^ (Deut. 16:15) Seven days you will celebrate the festival to Jehovah your God in the place that Jehovah chooses, for Jehovah your God will bless all your produce and all that you do, and you will become nothing but joyful.



^ (Isa. 12:6) Cry out and shout for joy, you inhabitant* of Zion, For great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

Lit., “inhabitress,” referring to the population collectively as a woman.


^ (John 15:11) “These things I have spoken to you, so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be made full.









^ ***sjj song 149 A Victory Song***


SONG 149

A Victory Song


(Exodus 15:1)


	1. Sing to Jehovah. His great name is highly exalted.

His proud Egyptian foes, He has cast into the sea.

Praise Jah Almighty;

Besides him there can be no other.

Jehovah is his name;

He has gained the victory.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, Most High over all,

The one who is forevermore the same,

You soon will cause your enemies to fall

And sanctify your holy name.





	2. See now all nations Opposing the Sov’reign, Jehovah.

Though mightier than Pharaoh,

They too will suffer shame.

Judgment awaits them;

They cannot escape Armageddon.

Soon ev’ryone will know

That Jehovah is God’s name.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, Most High over all,

The one who is forevermore the same,

You soon will cause your enemies to fall

And sanctify your holy name.









(See also Ps. 2:2, 9; 92:8; Mal. 3:6; Rev. 16:16.)





^ (Ex. 15:1) At that time Moses and the Israelites sang this song to Jehovah: “Let me sing to Jehovah, for he has become highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea.



^ (Ps. 2:2) The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*

Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Ps. 2:9) You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.”



^ (Ps. 92:8) But you are exalted forever, O Jehovah.



^ (Mal. 3:6) “For I am Jehovah; I do not change.* And you are sons of Jacob; you have not yet come to your finish.

Or “I have not changed.”


^ (Rev. 16:16) And they gathered them together to the place that is called in Hebrew Armageddon.*

Greek, Har Ma·ge·donʹ, from a Hebrew term meaning “Mountain of Megiddo.”
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