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NOVEMBER 2-8, 2026




SONG 3 Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence



Trust In Jehovah for Protection



“You said: ‘Jehovah is my refuge.’”​—PS. 91:9.




FOCUS

Why we can trust in Jehovah’s protection now and in the future.




1-2. What earthshaking events will soon occur?


Your answer



WE ARE living in the last of the last days. Earthshaking events will soon occur. Jehovah will put into the hearts of the nations “his thought”​—that they give “their kingdom to the wild beast,” the United Nations.* (Rev. 17:17) Then that greatly empowered beast, along with the full cooperation of all political powers, will remove the world’s false religious organizations once and for all. (Rev. 17:16) That event will mark the start of the great tribulation. Then what?

2 Further climactic events will follow. The nations of this world will launch a coordinated, all-out attack on Jehovah’s people. (Ezek. 38:14-16) Why? The book Pure Worship of Jehovah​—Restored At Last! explains: “Egged on by Satan, the nations will try to efface true worshippers​—and along with them pure worship—​from the earth.” What will follow this will be the most momentous event of all​—the war of Armageddon. Jesus will lead his heavenly executional forces, including his 144,000 corulers, in removing this wicked world and in delivering us into a righteous new world.​—Rev. 16:14-16; 19:11-21.

 3. What will we consider in this article?


Your answer



3 Should we fear the coming execution of divine judgment on this wicked world? No! Why not? Because Jehovah promises to protect us. He had this promise recorded in his Word: “A thousand will fall at your side and ten thousand at your right hand, but to you it will not come near.” (Ps. 91:7) Let us examine Psalm 91 and answer the following questions: What kind of protection does this psalm promise? How does Jehovah protect us now? How will he protect us in the future? But first, let us get an overview of Psalm 91.

A PSALM ABOUT TRUST AND PROTECTION

 4. How do the opening words of Psalm 91 assure us of Jehovah’s protection? (Psalm 91:1, 2)


Your answer



4 The basic message of Psalm 91 can be summed up in a few words: Trust in God’s protection. From the opening two verses, we are assured that Jehovah will protect those who put their trust in him. (Read Psalm 91:1, 2.) What could make us feel more secure than knowing that we are under the protective shadow and wings of the Most High, the Almighty? (Ruth 2:12; Ps. 17:8) The nouns “refuge” and “stronghold” remind us of the protection that a walled city provided in Bible times. The city’s inhabitants were protected within its walls, and those in outlying areas could run into the city to be safe from enemies. In the verses that follow, the psalmist uses vivid imagery to assure us that Jehovah can protect His people no matter what dangers they may face.​—Ps. 91:3-13.

5-6. Psalm 91 ends with what promise, and what confidence does this give us? (Psalm 91:14-16)


Your answer



5 In the closing verses of Psalm 91, we find the strongest assurance of all: In a dramatic shift, the psalmist goes from words about Jehovah’s protective care to words from Jehovah himself. Jehovah makes a promise​—or guarantee—​to his worshippers. (Read Psalm 91:14-16.) Note the words “I will” in these verses. Jehovah promises to protect his people because they trust in him, acknowledge his name, and call on him. We can have complete confidence in the Fulfiller of promises. (Josh. 23:14) His protection is not a mere possibility or probability; it is an absolute certainty!​—Num. 23:19.

6 Jehovah inspired the psalmist to record the words found in Psalm 91 for our benefit. (Rom. 15:4) We echo the psalmist’s confidence and say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold.” (Ps. 91:2) But what kind of protection can we look to Jehovah to provide?

WHAT KIND OF PROTECTION DOES PSALM 91 PROMISE?

 7. What kind of protection does Psalm 91 promise?


Your answer



7 As our publications have explained, Psalm 91 is a promise of spiritual security, or protection. We can be sure that Jehovah will always provide what we need so that we can protect ourselves from spiritual dangers and safeguard our precious friendship with him. But does this psalm promise only spiritual protection? No. This psalm is also a promise that Jehovah will protect his people as a group from physical and emotional harm at the hands of their enemies. Why can we say that Psalm 91 also applies to physical and emotional protection?

8-9. How did Jesus respond to one of Satan’s temptations, and what can we learn from his response? (Matthew 4:5-7)


Your answer



8 Consider how Jesus responded when Satan tempted him and quoted the words found in Psalm 91. (Read Matthew 4:5-7.) Referring to the words of Psalm 91:11, 12 as a promise of physical protection, Satan tempted Jesus to jump off the temple battlement to see if angels would protect him from harm. How did Jesus respond? He did not say: ‘You are mistaken, Satan! That psalm does not promise physical protection.’ Rather, Jesus replied: “You must not put Jehovah your God to the test.” What can we learn from Jesus’ response?

9 Jesus was fully aware that his Father had at times used angels to protect His people from physical harm at the hands of their enemies. (2 Ki. 6:15-17; 19:34, 35; Dan. 3:19, 20, 26-28; 6:16-22) But Jesus refused to test his Father by expecting angels to protect him from physical harm if he behaved recklessly. So Satan misused Psalm 91, not by referring to it as a promise of physical protection, but by using it to justify putting Jehovah to the test.* Based on Jesus’ response to Satan’s temptation, we may conclude that Psalm 91 is a promise of complete protection: spiritual as well as physical and emotional protection.

10. What confidence do we have?


Your answer



10 The inspired words found in Psalm 91 fill us with confidence. We are convinced that Jehovah is the Protector of all those who trust in him as their refuge and stronghold. So we do not need to live in fear of the earthshaking events just ahead. Let us take a closer look at how Jehovah protects us now and how he will protect us in the future.

HOW DOES JEHOVAH PROTECT US NOW?

11. How is Jehovah protecting us spiritually?


Your answer



11 Jehovah protects us spiritually. This means that he gives us the help we need to combat spiritual dangers​—influences that could threaten our relationship with him. Consider, for example, our ongoing battle against our sinful condition. Jehovah fully understands the powerful grip that sin has over us. (Rom. 6:16; 7:21-23) Let us examine some of the ways that he helps us in this fight.

12-13. How can we win the fight against sinful desires? (Matthew 5:28, 29)


Your answer



12 His Word. Jehovah’s Word not only warns us about sinful desires but also tells us how to win the fight against them. For instance, note Jesus’ words found at Matthew 5:28, 29. (Read.) Jesus is talking about a man “who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her.” Such a man, Jesus says, “has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” What is the lesson for us?

13 If we continue looking at immoral images, we will arouse passion in our heart. And when passion meets opportunity, the likely result is sexual immorality. (Jas. 1:14, 15) To combat such wrong desires, we need to take strong measures. Jesus gives us what one Bible commentator refers to as “the surgical cure.” We need to cut passion-arousing images out of our lives as if they were a cancerous tumor. (Col. 3:5) When we apply that counsel, we safeguard our friendship with Jehovah.

14. How can holy spirit help protect us?


Your answer



14 His holy spirit. Jehovah also uses his spirit to help us in our fight against our sinful flesh. If we keep praying for holy spirit, he will give it to us. (Luke 11:9-13) How can holy spirit protect us? The apostle Paul says: “Keep walking by spirit and you will carry out no fleshly desire at all.” (Gal. 5:16) The study note on this verse explains: “A person who walks by spirit seeks the direction of God’s spirit and allows it to influence his thoughts and actions. Though he may have sinful desires, he rejects them immediately, refusing to entertain them.” Jehovah’s spirit does not eliminate wrong desires. But it can help strengthen our resolve to do what is right and to avoid acting on them. And that resolve will help protect us spiritually.

15. How has Jehovah’s organization safeguarded us spiritually? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



15 His organization. Through his organization, Jehovah provides timely publications to safeguard us spiritually. Consider: Because of our imperfect, sinful nature, we may at times struggle with negative thoughts and feelings. For example, we may fight unrelenting guilt, extreme insecurity, or undue anxiety. Satan, “the Tempter,” exploits such feelings, trying to get us to give up. (Matt. 4:3; 6:13) God’s organization has provided us with spiritual food designed to assure us of Jehovah’s forgiveness, to convince us of our worth in his eyes, and to strengthen our confidence in his promise to care for our needs. (Ps. 86:5; Matt. 10:29-31; Luke 12:28; Heb. 13:5) Can you recall reading something in one of our publications that touched your heart and caused you to think, ‘That was written for me’? Remember that Jehovah provides such timely information that can protect us spiritually.



[image: Collage: A sister enjoys taking in spiritual food. 1. She studies the “Walk Courageously With God” book. 2. She watches a JW Broadcasting program with her husband and daughter.]

Through his organization, Jehovah provides timely publications to protect us spiritually (See paragraph 15)







16. What trials has Jehovah allowed some of his worshippers to face, and of what can we be sure?


Your answer



16 Jehovah protects his people as a group from physical harm at the hands of their enemies. However, Jehovah has at times allowed individual worshippers to face persecution and even death at the hands of opposers in order to prove Satan a liar. (Rev. 2:10; 6:9) But Satan is not content with these relatively few deaths. Enraged, he would like to see opposers exterminate all of God’s faithful people. (Matt. 24:9; Rev. 12:9-12) However, that will never happen! We can be sure that Jehovah is using his angels to protect his people as a group so that pure worship continues uninterrupted on earth.​—Heb. 1:7, 14.

17. What reason do we have not to expect that Jehovah will protect us from all physical harm at this time?


Your answer



17 Jehovah does not protect us as individuals from all physical harm. When we live by his principles and standards, we are protected from many practices and situations that could hurt us physically. (Prov. 14:29, 30; 22:3; 2 Cor. 7:1) Still, we do not expect him to protect us from all physical harm at this time. If He were to do that, Satan would surely promote the lie that we serve Jehovah only because of the protection that He provides. (Job 1:10, 11) We understand that because of the great issue involving the sanctification of his holy name, Jehovah has “tolerated with much patience” wicked people who oppose and mistreat his worshippers. (Rom. 9:22) However, his toleration of such injustice is nearing its end. Meanwhile, he will help us to endure whatever trials we face so that we may protect our precious friendship with him.​—1 Cor. 10:13; 1 Pet. 5:10.

HOW WILL JEHOVAH PROTECT US IN THE FUTURE?

18. How will Jehovah protect us in the future?


Your answer



18 During the great tribulation, Jehovah will continue to protect his people spiritually. What about physical protection? When the nations launch an all-out assault on his people, Jehovah will not allow his worshippers to be exterminated as a group. (Ezek. 38:1, 2, 10-16) This will lead to the war of Armageddon when Jehovah will unleash his executional forces​—Jesus Christ and his heavenly armies. They will take action against God’s enemies. (Rev. 17:12-14; 19:11, 14, 15) How will Jehovah protect his people during Armageddon?

When Jesus and his heavenly armies execute divine judgment at Armageddon, not one of God’s enemies will be left standing. . . . But during that war, not one of God’s precious sheep will be killed at the hands of His enemies



19-20. Why do we not need to fear the coming execution of divine judgment at Armageddon? (See also picture.)


Your answer



19 We do not need to fear the coming destruction of this wicked world in the war of Armageddon. Why not? We trust in Jehovah as our refuge and our stronghold. So we can be absolutely sure of this: When Jesus and his heavenly armies execute divine judgment at Armageddon, not one of God’s enemies will be left standing. (Jer. 25:33; Zech. 14:12) But during that war, not one of God’s precious sheep will be killed at the hands of his enemies​—human or demonic.​—Luke 21:28; 2 Pet. 2:9.

20 During the war of Armageddon, the psalmist’s inspired words may literally prove true: “A thousand will fall at your side and ten thousand at your right hand, but to you it will not come near. You will only see it with your eyes as you witness the punishment of the wicked. Because you said: ‘Jehovah is my refuge,’ you have made the Most High your dwelling.” (Ps. 91:7-9) Once Armageddon begins, we can expect that Jehovah will provide complete physical, emotional, and spiritual protection for his people not just as a group but also as individuals. Because you say: “Jehovah is my refuge,” Jehovah promises: “To you it will not come near.” Let us, then, face the future with confidence, knowing that we can fully trust in Jehovah for protection.





[image: An angel creates a protective shield around a mother and her two sons while the war of Armageddon rages outside of their home. The mother embraces her boys as one son clutches the “Walk Courageously With God” book.]

During Armageddon, we will be protected from physical and emotional harm (See paragraphs 19-20)





HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What kind of protection does Psalm 91 promise?


Your answer





	  How is Jehovah protecting us now?


Your answer





	  How will Jehovah protect us in the future?


Your answer












SONG 8 Jehovah Is Our Refuge



^  See “Questions From Readers” in The Watchtower of November 2025.


^  In the past, our publications have reasoned that Psalm 91 is a promise of spiritual security and that Satan misused it by suggesting that it promised protection from physical harm. See The Watchtower of December 1, 1974, p. 722.






^ (Ps. 91:9) Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;*

Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”


^  (Rev. 17:17) For God put it into their hearts to carry out his thought, yes, to carry out their one thought by giving their kingdom to the wild beast, until the words of God will have been accomplished.



^  (Rev. 17:16) And the ten horns that you saw and the wild beast, these will hate the prostitute and will make her devastated and naked, and they will eat up her flesh and completely burn her with fire.



^  (Ezek. 38:14-16) “So prophesy, son of man, and say to Gog, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “On that day when my people Israel are dwelling in security, will you not know it? 15 You will come from your place, from the remotest parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great assembly, a vast army. 16 Like clouds covering the land, you will come against my people Israel. In the final part of the days I will bring you against my land so that the nations may know me when I sanctify myself through you before their eyes, O Gog.”’



^  (Rev. 16:14-16) They are, in fact, expressions inspired by demons and they perform signs, and they go out to the kings of the entire inhabited earth, to gather them together to the war of the great day of God the Almighty. 15 “Look! I am coming as a thief. Happy is the one who stays awake and keeps his outer garments, so that he may not walk naked and people look upon his shamefulness.” 16 And they gathered them together to the place that is called in Hebrew Armageddon.*

Greek, Har Ma·ge·donʹ, from a Hebrew term meaning “Mountain of Megiddo.”


^  (Rev. 19:11-21) I saw heaven opened, and look! a white horse. And the one seated on it is called Faithful and True, and he judges and carries on war in righteousness. 12 His eyes are a fiery flame, and on his head are many diadems.* He has a name written that no one knows but he himself, 13 and he is clothed with an outer garment stained* with blood, and he is called by the name The Word of God. 14 Also, the armies in heaven were following him on white horses, and they were clothed in white, clean, fine linen. 15 And out of his mouth protrudes a sharp, long sword with which to strike the nations, and he will shepherd them with a rod of iron. Moreover, he treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his outer garment, yes, on his thigh, he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 17 I saw also an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice and said to all the birds that fly in midheaven:* “Come here, be gathered together to the great evening meal of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of military commanders and the flesh of strong men and the flesh of horses and of those seated on them, and the flesh of all, of freemen as well as of slaves and of small ones and great.” 19 And I saw the wild beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage war against the one seated on the horse and against his army. 20 And the wild beast was caught, and along with it the false prophet that performed in front of it the signs with which he misled those who received the mark of the wild beast and those who worship its image. While still alive, they both were hurled into the fiery lake that burns with sulfur. 21 But the rest were killed off with the long sword that proceeded out of the mouth of the one seated on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh.

Or “royal headbands.”
Or possibly, “sprinkled.”
Or “in midair; overhead.”


^  (Ps. 91:7) A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.



^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^ (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^ (Ps. 91:1, 2) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”



^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Ps. 91:1, 2) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”



^  (Ruth 2:12) May Jehovah reward you for what you have done, and may there be a perfect wage* for you from Jehovah the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge.”

Or “a full reward.”


^  (Ps. 17:8) Guard me like the pupil of your eye; Conceal me in the shadow of your wings.



^  (Ps. 91:3-13) For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake.

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”


^ (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^ (Ps. 91:14-16) God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Ps. 91:14-16) God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Josh. 23:14) “Now look! I am about to die,* and you well know with all your heart and with all your soul* that not one word out of all the good promises that Jehovah your God has spoken to you has failed. They have all come true for you. Not one word of them has failed.

Lit., “I am going today in the way of all the earth.”
See Glossary.


^  (Num. 23:19) God is not a mere man who tells lies, Nor a son of man who changes his mind.* When he says something, will he not do it? When he speaks, will he not carry it out?

Or “who feels regret.”


^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.



^  (Ps. 91:2) I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”



^ (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^ (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^ (Matt. 4:5-7) Then the Devil took him along into the holy city, and he stationed him on the battlement of the temple 6 and said to him: “If you are a son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written: ‘He will give his angels a command concerning you,’ and, ‘They will carry you on their hands, so that you may not strike your foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus said to him: “Again it is written: ‘You must not put Jehovah your God to the test.’”



^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Matt. 4:5-7) Then the Devil took him along into the holy city, and he stationed him on the battlement of the temple 6 and said to him: “If you are a son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written: ‘He will give his angels a command concerning you,’ and, ‘They will carry you on their hands, so that you may not strike your foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus said to him: “Again it is written: ‘You must not put Jehovah your God to the test.’”



^  (Ps. 91:11, 12) For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone.



^  (2 Ki. 6:15-17) When the attendant* of the man of the true God rose early and went outside, he saw that an army with horses and war chariots was surrounding the city. At once the attendant said to him: “Alas, my master! What are we to do?” 16 But he said: “Do not be afraid! For there are more who are with us than those who are with them.” 17 Then E·liʹsha began to pray and say: “O Jehovah, open his eyes, please, that he may see.” Immediately Jehovah opened the attendant’s eyes and he saw, and look! the mountainous region was full of horses and war chariots of fire all around E·liʹsha.

Or “minister.”


^  (2 Ki. 19:34, 35) “I will defend this city and save it for my own sake And for the sake of my servant David.”’” 35 On that very night the angel of Jehovah went out and struck down 185,000 men in the camp of the As·syrʹi·ans. When people rose up early in the morning, they saw all the dead bodies.



^  (Dan. 3:19, 20) Then Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar became so furious with Shaʹdrach, Meʹshach, and A·bedʹne·go that the expression of his face changed* toward them, and he gave orders to heat the furnace seven times hotter than usual. 20 He ordered some of the mighty men from his army to bind Shaʹdrach, Meʹshach, and A·bedʹne·go and to throw them into the burning fiery furnace.

Or “that his attitude changed completely.”


^  (Dan. 3:26-28) Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar approached the door of the burning fiery furnace and said: “Shaʹdrach, Meʹshach, and A·bedʹne·go, you servants of the Most High God, step out and come here!” Shaʹdrach, Meʹshach, and A·bedʹne·go stepped out from the midst of the fire. 27 And the satraps, prefects, governors, and the high officials of the king who were assembled there saw that the fire had had no effect on* the bodies of these men; not a hair of their heads had been singed, their cloaks looked no different, and there was not even the smell of fire on them. 28 Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar then declared: “Praised be the God of Shaʹdrach, Meʹshach, and A·bedʹne·go, who sent his angel and rescued his servants. They trusted in him and went against the command of the king and were willing to die* rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.

Or “power over.”
Or “and gave up their bodies.”


^  (Dan. 6:16-22) So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the pit of lions. The king said to Daniel: “Your God whom you are continually serving will rescue you.” 17 Then a stone was brought and placed over the entrance* of the pit, and the king sealed it with his signet ring and with the signet ring of his nobles, so that nothing could be changed with regard to Daniel. 18 The king then went to his palace. He passed the night fasting and refused any entertainment,* and he could not sleep.* 19 Finally at the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ pit. 20 As he got near the pit, he called out to Daniel with a sad voice. The king asked Daniel: “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you are continually serving been able to rescue you from the lions?” 21 Daniel immediately said to the king: “O king, may you live on forever. 22 My God sent his angel and shut the mouth of the lions, and they have not harmed me, for I was found innocent before him; nor have I done any wrong to you, O king.”

Lit., “mouth.”
Or possibly, “no musicians were brought in.”
Lit., “his sleep fled from him.”


^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Rom. 6:16) Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey, either of sin leading to death or of obedience leading to righteousness?



^  (Rom. 7:21-23) I find, then, this law in my case: When I wish to do what is right, what is bad is present with me. 22 I really delight in the law of God according to the man I am within, 23 but I see in my body another law warring against the law of my mind and leading me captive to sin’s law that is in my body.



^ (Matt. 5:28, 29) But I say to you that everyone who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If, now, your right eye is making you stumble, tear it out and throw it away from you. For it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be pitched into Ge·henʹna.



^  (Matt. 5:28, 29) But I say to you that everyone who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If, now, your right eye is making you stumble, tear it out and throw it away from you. For it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be pitched into Ge·henʹna.



^  (Jas. 1:14, 15) But each one is tried by being drawn out and enticed* by his own desire. 15 Then the desire, when it has become fertile,* gives birth to sin; in turn sin, when it has been carried out, brings forth death.

Or “caught as by bait.”
Lit., “has conceived.”


^  (Col. 3:5) Deaden, therefore, your body members that are on the earth as respects sexual immorality, uncleanness, uncontrolled sexual passion, hurtful desire, and greediness, which is idolatry.



^  (Luke 11:9-13) So I say to you, keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone asking receives, and everyone seeking finds, and to everyone knocking, it will be opened. 11 Indeed, which father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will hand him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he also asks for an egg, will hand him a scorpion? 13 Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^  (Gal. 5:16) But I say, Keep walking by spirit and you will carry out no fleshly desire at all.



^  (Matt. 4:3) And the Tempter approached and said to him: “If you are a son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.”



^  (Matt. 6:13) And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver* us from the wicked one.’*

Or “rescue.”
Or possibly, “from what is wicked.”


^  (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^  (Matt. 10:29-31) Two sparrows sell for a coin of small value, do they not? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So have no fear; you are worth more than many sparrows.



^  (Luke 12:28) Now if this is how God clothes the vegetation in the field that today exists and tomorrow is cast into an oven, how much more will he clothe you, you with little faith!



^  (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”



^  (Rev. 2:10) Do not be afraid of the things you are about to suffer. Look! The Devil will keep on throwing some of you into prison so that you may be fully put to the test, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Prove yourself faithful even to death, and I will give you the crown of life.



^  (Rev. 6:9) When he opened the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls* of those slaughtered because of the word of God and because of the witness they had given.

Evidently referring to their lifeblood poured out at the altar. See Glossary.


^  (Matt. 24:9) “Then people will hand you over to tribulation and will kill you, and you will be hated by all the nations on account of my name.



^  (Rev. 12:9-12) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him. 10 I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our God! 11 And they conquered him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their witnessing, and they did not love their souls* even in the face of death. 12 On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”

Or “lives.” See Glossary.


^  (Heb. 1:7) Also, he says about the angels: “He makes his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.”



^  (Heb. 1:14) Are they not all spirits for holy service, sent out to minister for those who are going to inherit salvation?



^  (Prov. 14:29, 30) The one who is slow to anger has great discernment, But the impatient one displays his foolishness. 30 A calm heart gives life* to the body, But jealousy is rottenness to the bones.

Or “health.”


^  (Prov. 22:3) The shrewd one sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.*

Or “penalty.”


^  (2 Cor. 7:1) Therefore, since we have these promises, beloved ones, let us cleanse ourselves of every defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.



^  (Job 1:10, 11) Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”



^  (Rom. 9:22) What, then, if God had the will to demonstrate his wrath and to make his power known, and he tolerated with much patience vessels of wrath made fit for destruction?



^  (1 Cor. 10:13) No temptation has come upon you except what is common to men. But God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear, but along with the temptation he will also make the way out so that you may be able to endure it.



^  (1 Pet. 5:10) But after you have suffered a little while, the God of all undeserved kindness, who called you to his everlasting glory in union with Christ, will himself finish your training. He will make you firm, he will make you strong, he will firmly ground you.



^  (Ezek. 38:1, 2) The word of Jehovah again came to me, saying: 2 “Son of man, set your face against Gog of the land of Maʹgog, the head chieftain* of Meʹshech and Tuʹbal, and prophesy against him.

Or “chief prince.”


^  (Ezek. 38:10-16) “This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: ‘In that day thoughts will come into your heart, and you will devise an evil plan. 11 You will say: “I will invade the land of unprotected settlements.* I will come against those living in security, without disturbance, all of them living in settlements unprotected by walls, bars, or gates.” 12 It will be to take much spoil and plunder, to attack the devastated places that are now inhabited and a people regathered from the nations, who are accumulating wealth and property, those who are living in the center of the earth. 13 “‘Sheʹba and Deʹdan, the merchants of Tarʹshish and all its warriors* will say to you: “Are you invading to get much spoil and plunder? Have you assembled your armies to carry off silver and gold, to take wealth and property, to seize a very great spoil?”’ 14 “So prophesy, son of man, and say to Gog, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “On that day when my people Israel are dwelling in security, will you not know it? 15 You will come from your place, from the remotest parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great assembly, a vast army. 16 Like clouds covering the land, you will come against my people Israel. In the final part of the days I will bring you against my land so that the nations may know me when I sanctify myself through you before their eyes, O Gog.”’

Or “of open, rural country.”
Or “maned young lions.”


^  (Rev. 17:12-14) “The ten horns that you saw mean ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they do receive authority as kings for one hour with the wild beast. 13 These have one thought, so they give their power and authority to the wild beast. 14 These will battle with the Lamb, but because he is Lord of lords and King of kings, the Lamb will conquer them. Also, those with him who are called and chosen and faithful will do so.”



^  (Rev. 19:11) I saw heaven opened, and look! a white horse. And the one seated on it is called Faithful and True, and he judges and carries on war in righteousness.



^  (Rev. 19:14, 15) Also, the armies in heaven were following him on white horses, and they were clothed in white, clean, fine linen. 15 And out of his mouth protrudes a sharp, long sword with which to strike the nations, and he will shepherd them with a rod of iron. Moreover, he treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.



^  (Jer. 25:33) “‘And those slain by Jehovah in that day will be from one end of the earth clear to the other end of the earth. They will not be mourned, nor will they be gathered up or buried. They will become like manure on the surface of the ground.’



^  (Zech. 14:12) “And this is the scourge with which Jehovah will scourge all the peoples who wage war against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot away while they stand on their feet, their eyes will rot away in their sockets, and their tongues will rot away in their mouths.



^  (Luke 21:28) But as these things start to occur, stand up straight and lift up your heads, because your deliverance is getting near.”



^  (2 Pet. 2:9) So, then, Jehovah* knows how to rescue people of godly devotion out of trial, but to reserve unrighteous people to be destroyed* on the day of judgment,

See App. A5.
Lit., “cut off.”


^  (Ps. 91:7-9) A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;*

Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”


^ (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^ (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”








NOVEMBER 9-15, 2026




SONG 36 We Guard Our Hearts



How to Develop “an Obedient Heart”



“Grant your servant an obedient heart.”​—1 KI. 3:9.




FOCUS

How we can obey Jehovah from our heart.




 1. Why might people obey those in authority?


Your answer



PEOPLE obey those in authority for a variety of reasons. Many might do so only if they are being watched or if they want to avoid punishment. When it comes to obeying God, some make a show of obedience to gain prestige, as did the religious leaders in Jesus’ day. (Matt. 23:5) In contrast, we obey Jehovah because we see the benefits of his guidance. (Isa. 48:17, 18) That is a fine motive for showing obedience, but we have an even more important reason to obey him.

 2. What is our main reason for obeying Jehovah?


Your answer



2 The main reason we obey Jehovah is that we love him deeply. (Matt. 22:37, 38) Our love moves us to be “obedient from the heart.” (Rom. 6:17) Love for Jehovah and “an obedient heart” motivate us to do our best to observe his commands not just when others are watching or when we see the immediate benefits of doing so but at all times. Admittedly, our heart is treacherous, so maintaining the right attitude can at times be a challenge. In this article, we will look at two Bible accounts that can help us to develop an obedient heart. First, we will consider the time when Jehovah delivered the Israelites from Egypt. Then, we will look at the fine example of King Jehoshaphat of Judah.

FIRST OBEDIENT AND THEN REBELLIOUS

 3. How may Jehovah’s command to splash blood on the doorposts have tested the Israelites’ obedience? (See also picture.)


Your answer



3 Before Jehovah delivered the Israelites from Egypt, he gave them a command that tested their obedience. To avoid the tenth and final plague, they were to sacrifice a ram or a male goat and splash its blood on the doorposts of their houses. (Ex. 12:5, 7) Jehovah would pass over the dwellings marked with the blood and spare the firstborn of man and of beast of each household. However, the Israelites could have been tempted to disobey. Why? They might have feared retaliation from the Egyptians, who considered rams to be sacred. (Ex. 8:25-27) Still, the Israelites saw the urgent need for obedience and “did just as Jehovah had commanded.” (Ex. 12:28) Jehovah blessed them by sparing their firstborn.



[image: An Israelite father splashing blood on the doorpost while his son holds up a lamp. Other neighboring Israelites do the same.]

The Israelites obeyed Jehovah regardless of how the Egyptians might have reacted (See paragraph 3)







 4. What unusual instructions did Jehovah give the Israelites on their way out of Egypt?


Your answer



4 That very night, the Israelites left Egypt. Jehovah first led them toward the northern end of the Red Sea, but then he gave them instructions that defied human logic. He told them to turn south and encamp between the sea and the mountains. At that campsite, it seemed that they would be trapped between Pharaoh’s army that was pursuing them and the Red Sea. Yet, the Israelites once again did as Jehovah had commanded through his servant Moses. (Ex. 14:1-4) But when they saw the Egyptians approaching, they “became terrified” and even accused Moses of leading them to their death! (Ex. 14:5-11) Why did they begin regretting their decision to obey? And how did Jehovah view their attitude?

 5. What did the Israelites fail to do at the Red Sea? (Psalm 106:7 and footnote)


Your answer



5 The Bible says that at the Red Sea, the Israelites “did not appreciate [Jehovah’s] wonderful works” in Egypt or “remember” his loyal love. (Read Psalm 106:7 and footnote.) They had observed how Jehovah protected their firstborn during the tenth plague. But they did not fully grasp Jehovah’s love for them or trust that he would save them again. Discerning their heart condition, Jehovah said that the people “rebelled . . . by the Red Sea.” Even though they followed Moses through the Red Sea, they never corrected their attitude. Jehovah ultimately rejected that entire generation of Israelites and did not allow them to enter the Promised Land. (Ps. 106:21, 24-26) What can we learn from their experience?

LEARN FROM THE ISRAELITES’ WARNING EXAMPLE

 6. What will an obedient heart enable us to do? (Jeremiah 23:4)


Your answer



6 The Exodus account shows that we need to examine our reasons for obeying Jehovah and those he assigns to lead his people. Do we obey only when we see some immediate benefits? It’s possible that some of the Israelites sprinkled the ram’s blood on the doorposts simply to save their firstborn. Also, does our obedience depend on what others do? On the night of the Passover, Jehovah gave the Israelites “favor in the eyes of the Egyptians.” (Ex. 12:36) But when the Egyptians later turned against them, the Israelites lost their trust in Jehovah and rebelled. (Ex. 14:10-12) In contrast to their attitude, if we have an obedient heart, we will be moved to trust in Jehovah and in those he has raised up to take the lead. (Read Jeremiah 23:4.) We will follow the direction we receive even if we do not fully understand all the reasons for it or if doing so angers those who hate Jehovah. How can we avoid making the same mistakes the Israelites made and develop an obedient heart?

 7. How will strengthening our love for Jehovah help us to obey him?


Your answer



7 Strengthen your love for Jehovah. Our obedience can be tested when we do not see the immediate benefits of theocratic direction or when we face challenges because of our obedience. If that happens, we need to remember that we obey Jehovah primarily because we love him and trust in him. (1 John 5:3) Our love helps us to wait patiently for him and to admit that we may need time to see the good results of our obedience.​—Eccl. 7:8; Mic. 7:7.

 8. How did two Witnesses show their determination to be obedient?


Your answer



8 In our time, God’s people have set a fine example in being obedient even when they could not see the immediate benefits of doing so. For instance, during the COVID-19 outbreak, congregations were directed to use videoconferencing for their meetings. An elder in Peru recalls: “At first, I thought that the direction was not practical for our area.” Despite his concerns, he remained determined to obey God and trust in him. (Prov. 3:5, 6) The outcome? “I saw how Jehovah rewards obedience,” he says. “Our congregation became stronger and more united.” Consider another example. Later in 2020, the organization changed the guidelines for foreign-language congregations and groups. When a sister in Japan learned that the group she was serving with would be discontinued, she said: “I want to be obedient to the adjustment and not speak negatively about it. I look forward to seeing the benefits.”

 9. How can we prepare to be obedient despite opposition? (See also picture.)


Your answer



9 Prepare for opposition. This is especially important to do when it comes to our Kingdom-preaching work. In many parts of the world, we still enjoy favorable conditions. Even so, our preaching the good news of God’s Kingdom includes telling others that this wicked system will soon come to an end. We will keep preaching that message until just before this system ends at Armageddon. (Matt. 24:14) Moreover, during the great tribulation, the message we preach may become more forceful and direct, causing people to decide whether they will accept the Kingdom or not. To those who hate Jehovah, our message may seem like an “unusually great” plague.* (Rev. 16:21) No doubt, they will become enraged, just as Pharaoh had become at the Red Sea. We can prepare for future opposition by being obedient now to the command to preach despite how others may view us.



[image: A Witness couple in the door-to-door ministry peacefully walking away from angry householders.]

Our obedience now prepares us to face opposition in the future (See paragraph 9)







IMITATE KING JEHOSHAPHAT’S OBEDIENCE

10. How did King Jehoshaphat feel when he was threatened by invading nations?


Your answer



10 The Bible also contains fine examples of individuals who were obedient. For instance, King Jehoshaphat faced three nations that had joined forces in order to wage war against Judah. Understandably, Jehoshaphat and his people were afraid. (2 Chron. 20:1-3) But the king was not paralyzed by fear; he took action. Imitating what Jehoshaphat did next can help us to develop an obedient heart.

11. What did Jehoshaphat do when he became afraid? (2 Chronicles 20:5, 6, 10-12)


Your answer



11 Resolve to search for Jehovah and obey him. When Jehoshaphat became afraid, “he resolved to search for Jehovah.” (2 Chron. 20:3) Jehoshaphat had already set a pattern of looking to Jehovah for guidance. (2 Chron. 19:3) But in this difficult circumstance, he “resolved,” or strengthened his determination, to look for Jehovah and obey whatever direction He provided. Jehoshaphat then followed through with a heartfelt prayer. (Read 2 Chronicles 20:5, 6, 10-12.) When we are dealing with stress, let us follow his example. We can resolve to obey Jehovah, search for his guidance through prayer and study, and trust that he will help us.​—Ps. 119:112.

12. How can we strengthen our resolve to obey Jehovah?


Your answer



12 Build your Bible knowledge. Jehoshaphat’s prayer revealed his depth of knowledge. He understood how Israel had inherited its land through God’s promise to Abraham. (Gen. 12:7) Jehoshaphat’s words were similar to those Solomon had uttered when praying at the inauguration of the temple. (2 Chron. 6:28-30; 20:5-9) Jehoshaphat’s knowledge strengthened his trust in Jehovah and his resolve to obey Him. To strengthen our resolve, we need to keep building our “treasure store” by adding new truths to what we already know. (Matt. 13:52) As we do, we strengthen our determination to obey Jehovah even during challenging situations.

13. How can humility help us to be obedient?


Your answer



13 Cultivate humility. Jehoshaphat’s prayer also reflected his humility. As king, he could have been tempted to rely on his strength and ability to handle the threat. Instead, in a public prayer, he humbly acknowledged that Judah needed God’s help. (2 Chron. 20:12) The king’s humble attitude made it easier for him to accept God’s direction. Humility will likewise help us to maintain an obedient heart in any circumstance.​—Phil. 2:5, 8.

14. How did Jehoshaphat respond to God’s instructions?


Your answer



14 Consider how your actions affect others. Jehovah answered Jehoshaphat’s prayer by giving him clear instructions through the prophet Jahaziel, who told the people that they would not need to fight. Instead, he instructed them: “Take your position, stand still, and see the salvation of Jehovah in your behalf.” The Bible says that Jehoshaphat then “bowed low with his face to the ground.” At that, all the people “fell down . . . to worship Jehovah.” The next day as they went out, the king urged the people to “put faith in Jehovah” and “in his prophets.”​—2 Chron. 20:14-20.

15. How did Jehoshaphat show the depth of his faith?


Your answer



15 Showing the depth of his faith, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing praises “as they went out ahead of the armed men.” (2 Chron. 20:21) Jehoshaphat took that step only “after he consulted with the people.” What a fine example he set in motivating his subjects to trust in Jehovah and be obedient! Jehovah rewarded them by causing the invaders to annihilate one another.​—2 Chron. 20:22-24.

16. What can those in authority learn from Jehoshaphat? (1 Kings 3:9) (See also picture.)


Your answer



16 Elders, parents, and others in authority can learn from Jehoshaphat. His heartfelt obedience had a good influence on those under his care. In this regard, he was like King Solomon. When Solomon was faithful, he prayed for an obedient heart. Solomon made this request, not for his own benefit, but for the benefit of the people. He wanted to judge them according to Jehovah’s way. (Read 1 Kings 3:9.) Jehoshaphat listened humbly to God’s prophet, consulted with the people before making an important decision, and encouraged them to obey Jehovah’s direction. Wise elders follow his example. They humbly consult God’s Word, our publications, and other elders before making decisions that affect the congregation. (Prov. 15:22) And by word and deed, they persuade God’s people to be obedient from their heart. Likewise, parents recognize how their example of obedience, whether positive or negative, affects their children.​—Prov. 1:8; 14:1.



[image: A body of elders discussing the direction and Scriptural principles from the article “Responding to Sin With Love and Mercy” in the August 2024 study edition of “The Watchtower.”]

Wise elders listen to Jehovah, to the organization, and to one another (See paragraph 16)







17. Why should we continue to have an obedient heart?


Your answer



17 No matter what challenges we might face, when we have an obedient heart, we can count on Jehovah’s care and direction. As in Bible times, he will no doubt provide direction through his earthly representatives. And if his instructions seem unusual, we should not be surprised. Jehovah’s ways and abilities are far superior to ours. (Isa. 55:9) So let us continue to develop an obedient heart.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What can we learn from the Israelites’ warning example during their Exodus from Egypt?


Your answer





	  How did Jehoshaphat show that he had “an obedient heart”?


Your answer





	  What can we learn from Jehoshaphat’s example?


Your answer












SONG 88 Make Me Know Your Ways



^  See “Questions From Readers” in the August 2025 issue of The Watchtower.






^ (1 Ki. 3:9) So grant your servant an obedient heart to judge your people, to discern between good and bad, for who is able to judge this numerous* people of yours?”

Or possibly, “difficult.” Lit., “heavy.”


^  (Matt. 23:5) All the works they do, they do to be seen by men, for they broaden the scripture-containing cases that they wear as safeguards and lengthen the fringes of their garments.



^  (Isa. 48:17, 18) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Or “for your own good.”


^  (Matt. 22:37, 38) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment.



^  (Rom. 6:17) But thanks to God that although you were once the slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that pattern of teaching to which you were handed over.



^  (Ex. 12:5) Your sheep should be a sound, one-year-old male. You may choose from the young rams or from the goats.



^  (Ex. 12:7) They must take some of the blood and splash it on the two doorposts and the upper part of the doorway of the houses in which they eat it.



^  (Ex. 8:25-27) Finally, Pharʹaoh called Moses and Aaron and said: “Go, sacrifice to your God in the land.” 26 But Moses said: “It is not proper to do so, because what we would sacrifice to Jehovah our God would be detestable to the Egyptians. If we would make a sacrifice that was detestable to the Egyptians right before their eyes, would they not stone us? 27 We will make a three-day journey into the wilderness, and there we will sacrifice to Jehovah our God, just as he has said to us.”



^  (Ex. 12:28) So the Israelites went and did just as Jehovah had commanded Moses and Aaron. They did just so.



^  (Ex. 14:1-4) Jehovah now said to Moses: 2 “Tell the Israelites that they should turn back and encamp before Pi·ha·hiʹroth, between Migʹdol and the sea, within view of Baʹal-zeʹphon. You are to encamp facing it by the sea. 3 Then Pharʹaoh will say about the Israelites, ‘They are wandering in confusion in the land. The wilderness has closed in on them.’ 4 I will allow Pharʹaoh’s heart to become obstinate, and he will chase after them, and I will glorify myself by means of Pharʹaoh and all his army; and the Egyptians will certainly know that I am Jehovah.” So that is what they did.



^  (Ex. 14:5-11) Later it was reported to the king of Egypt that the people had run away. Immediately, Pharʹaoh and his servants had a change of heart regarding the people, and they said: “Why did we do this and release Israel from serving as slaves for us?” 6 So he made his war chariots ready, and he took his people with him. 7 He took 600 chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt, with warriors on every one of them. 8 Thus Jehovah allowed the heart of Pharʹaoh king of Egypt to become obstinate, and he chased after the Israelites, while the Israelites were going out with confidence.* 9 The Egyptians chased after them, and all the chariot horses of Pharʹaoh and his cavalrymen and his army were catching up with them while they were camping by the sea, by Pi·ha·hiʹroth, facing Baʹal-zeʹphon. 10 When Pharʹaoh got closer, the Israelites raised their eyes and saw the Egyptians pursuing them. The Israelites became terrified and began to cry out to Jehovah. 11 They said to Moses: “Is it because there are no burial places in Egypt that you have brought us here to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us by leading us out of Egypt?

Lit., “with uplifted hand.”


^ (Ps. 106:7) Our forefathers in Egypt did not appreciate* your wonderful works. They did not remember your abundant loyal love, But they rebelled at the sea, by the Red Sea.

Or “grasp the meaning of.”


^  (Ps. 106:7) Our forefathers in Egypt did not appreciate* your wonderful works. They did not remember your abundant loyal love, But they rebelled at the sea, by the Red Sea.

Or “grasp the meaning of.”


^  (Ps. 106:21) They forgot God their Savior, Who did great things in Egypt,



^  (Ps. 106:24-26) Then they despised the desirable land; They had no faith in his promise. 25 They kept grumbling in their tents; They did not listen to the voice of Jehovah. 26 So he raised his hand in an oath concerning them That he would make them fall in the wilderness;



^ (Jer. 23:4) And I will raise up over them shepherds who will really shepherd them. They will no longer be afraid or be terrified, and none will be missing,” declares Jehovah.



^  (Ex. 12:36) Jehovah gave the people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians, so that they gave them what they asked for, and they plundered the Egyptians.



^  (Ex. 14:10-12) When Pharʹaoh got closer, the Israelites raised their eyes and saw the Egyptians pursuing them. The Israelites became terrified and began to cry out to Jehovah. 11 They said to Moses: “Is it because there are no burial places in Egypt that you have brought us here to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us by leading us out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt when we said, ‘Let us alone, so that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it is better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.”



^  (Jer. 23:4) And I will raise up over them shepherds who will really shepherd them. They will no longer be afraid or be terrified, and none will be missing,” declares Jehovah.



^  (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^  (Eccl. 7:8) Better is the end of a matter than its beginning. Better to be patient than to be haughty in spirit.



^  (Mic. 7:7) But as for me, I will keep on the lookout for Jehovah. I will show a waiting attitude* for the God of my salvation. My God will hear me.

Or “I will wait patiently.”


^  (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”


^  (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (Rev. 16:21) Then great hailstones, each about the weight of a talent,* fell from heaven on the people, and the people blasphemed God because of the plague of hail, for the plague was unusually great.

A Greek talent equaled 20.4 kg (654 oz t). See App. B14.


^  (2 Chron. 20:1-3) Afterward the Moʹab·ites and the Amʹmon·ites, together with some of the Amʹmon·im,* came to wage war against Je·hoshʹa·phat. 2 So Je·hoshʹa·phat was told: “A large crowd has come against you from the region of the sea,* from Eʹdom, and there they are in Hazʹa·zon-taʹmar, that is, En-gedʹi.” 3 At that Je·hoshʹa·phat became afraid, and he resolved* to search for Jehovah. So he proclaimed a fast for all Judah.

Or possibly, “the Meunites.”
Evidently, the Dead Sea.
Lit., “set his face.”


^ (2 Chron. 20:5, 6) Then Je·hoshʹa·phat stood up in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem in the house of Jehovah before the new courtyard, 6 and he said: “O Jehovah the God of our forefathers, are you not God in the heavens; do you not have dominion over all the kingdoms of the nations? In your hand are power and might, and no one can stand against you.



^ (2 Chron. 20:10-12) Now here are the men of Amʹmon, Moʹab, and the mountainous region of Seʹir, whom you did not allow Israel to invade when they came out of the land of Egypt. They turned away from them and did not annihilate them. 11 Now they are repaying us by coming in to drive us out from your possession that you gave us as an inheritance. 12 O our God, will you not execute judgment on them? For we are powerless before this large crowd that is coming against us; and we do not know what we should do, but our eyes are toward you.”



^  (2 Chron. 20:3) At that Je·hoshʹa·phat became afraid, and he resolved* to search for Jehovah. So he proclaimed a fast for all Judah.

Lit., “set his face.”


^  (2 Chron. 19:3) Nevertheless, there are good things that have been found in you, because you cleared out the sacred poles* from the land and you have prepared your heart* to search for the true God.”

See Glossary.
Or “your heart is resolved.”


^  (2 Chron. 20:5, 6) Then Je·hoshʹa·phat stood up in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem in the house of Jehovah before the new courtyard, 6 and he said: “O Jehovah the God of our forefathers, are you not God in the heavens; do you not have dominion over all the kingdoms of the nations? In your hand are power and might, and no one can stand against you.



^  (2 Chron. 20:10-12) Now here are the men of Amʹmon, Moʹab, and the mountainous region of Seʹir, whom you did not allow Israel to invade when they came out of the land of Egypt. They turned away from them and did not annihilate them. 11 Now they are repaying us by coming in to drive us out from your possession that you gave us as an inheritance. 12 O our God, will you not execute judgment on them? For we are powerless before this large crowd that is coming against us; and we do not know what we should do, but our eyes are toward you.”



^  (Ps. 119:112) I have resolved* to obey your regulations At all times, down to the last.

Lit., “have inclined my heart.”


^  (Gen. 12:7) Jehovah then appeared to Aʹbram and said: “To your offspring* I am going to give this land.” So he built an altar there to Jehovah, who had appeared to him.

Lit., “seed.”


^  (2 Chron. 6:28-30) “If a famine occurs in the land, or a pestilence, a scorching blight, mildew, swarming locusts, or voracious locusts* or if their enemies besiege them in any of the cities of the land* or if any other sort of plague or disease occurs, 29 whatever prayer, whatever request for favor may be made by any man or by all your people Israel (for each one knows his own plague and his own pain) when they spread out their hands toward this house, 30 then may you hear from the heavens, your dwelling place, and may you forgive; and reward each one according to all his ways, for you know his heart (you alone truly know the human heart),

Or “grasshoppers.”
Lit., “in the land of his gates.”


^  (2 Chron. 20:5-9) Then Je·hoshʹa·phat stood up in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem in the house of Jehovah before the new courtyard, 6 and he said: “O Jehovah the God of our forefathers, are you not God in the heavens; do you not have dominion over all the kingdoms of the nations? In your hand are power and might, and no one can stand against you. 7 O our God, did you not drive away the inhabitants of this land from before your people Israel and then give it as a lasting possession to the offspring* of your friend Abraham? 8 And they settled in it, and they built for you there a sanctuary for your name, saying, 9 ‘If disaster should come on us, whether by sword, adverse judgment, pestilence, or famine, let us stand before this house and before you (for your name is in this house) and call to you for help out of our distress, and may you hear and save us.’

Lit., “seed.”


^  (Matt. 13:52) Then he said to them: “That being the case, every public instructor who is taught about the Kingdom of the heavens is like a man, the master of the house, who brings out of his treasure store things both new and old.”



^  (2 Chron. 20:12) O our God, will you not execute judgment on them? For we are powerless before this large crowd that is coming against us; and we do not know what we should do, but our eyes are toward you.”



^  (Phil. 2:5) Keep this mental attitude in you that was also in Christ Jesus,



^  (Phil. 2:8) More than that, when he came as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death, yes, death on a torture stake.



^  (2 Chron. 20:14-20) Then in the middle of the congregation, the spirit of Jehovah came upon Ja·ha·ziʹel son of Zech·a·riʹah son of Be·naiʹah son of Je·iʹel son of Mat·ta·niʹah the Levite of the sons of Aʹsaph. 15 He said: “Pay attention, all Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Je·hoshʹa·phat! Here is what Jehovah says to you, ‘Do not be afraid or be terrified because of this large crowd, for the battle is not yours but God’s. 16 Tomorrow go down against them. They will be coming up by the pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the valley* before the wilderness of Je·ruʹel. 17 You will not need to fight this battle. Take your position, stand still, and see the salvation of Jehovah in your behalf.* O Judah and Jerusalem, do not be afraid or be terrified. Tomorrow go out against them, and Jehovah will be with you.’” 18 At once Je·hoshʹa·phat bowed low with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before Jehovah to worship Jehovah. 19 Then the Levites who were descendants of the Koʹhath·ites and the Korʹah·ites rose up to praise Jehovah the God of Israel with a very loud voice. 20 They rose up early the next morning and went out to the wilderness of Te·koʹa. As they went out, Je·hoshʹa·phat stood up and said: “Listen to me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem! Put faith in Jehovah your God so that you may be able to stand firm.* Put faith in his prophets, and you will be successful.”

Or “wadi.”
Or “see how Jehovah rescues you.”
Or “to endure.”


^  (2 Chron. 20:21) After he consulted with the people, he appointed men to sing to Jehovah and to offer praise in holy adornment as they went out ahead of the armed men, saying: “Give thanks to Jehovah, for his loyal love endures forever.”



^  (2 Chron. 20:22-24) When they began joyfully singing praises, Jehovah set an ambush against the men of Amʹmon, Moʹab, and the mountainous region of Seʹir who were invading Judah, and they struck each other down. 23 And the Amʹmon·ites and the Moʹab·ites turned against the inhabitants of the mountainous region of Seʹir to destroy and annihilate them; and when they finished with the inhabitants of Seʹir, they helped to destroy one another. 24 But when Judah came to the watchtower of the wilderness and looked toward the crowd, there they saw their carcasses fallen to the ground; there were no survivors.



^ (1 Ki. 3:9) So grant your servant an obedient heart to judge your people, to discern between good and bad, for who is able to judge this numerous* people of yours?”

Or possibly, “difficult.” Lit., “heavy.”


^  (1 Ki. 3:9) So grant your servant an obedient heart to judge your people, to discern between good and bad, for who is able to judge this numerous* people of yours?”

Or possibly, “difficult.” Lit., “heavy.”


^  (Prov. 15:22) Plans fail when there is no consultation,* But there is accomplishment through many advisers.*

Or “confidential talk.”
Or “counselors.”


^  (Prov. 1:8) Listen, my son, to the discipline of your father, And do not forsake the instruction* of your mother.

Or “law.”


^  (Prov. 14:1) The truly wise woman builds up her house, But the foolish one tears it down with her own hands.



^  (Isa. 55:9) “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So my ways are higher than your ways And my thoughts than your thoughts.
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SONG 84 Reaching Out



Sharing the Good News in “All the Languages of the Nations”



“Ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take . . . hold of the robe of a Jew.”​—ZECH. 8:23.




FOCUS

Appreciating the role of Jehovah’s people in the fulfillment of Zechariah 8:23.




 1. Why is it essential for the good news to be preached in many languages? (Romans 10:13, 14)


Your answer



JEHOVAH frustrated the efforts of the rebellious builders of the Tower of Babel by confusing their language. As a result, the human family was fragmented into language groups and scattered throughout the earth. (Gen. 11:6-9) But it is Jehovah’s declared purpose to unite “a great crowd . . . out of all nations and tribes and peoples and languages” and lead them through the great tribulation and into the new world. (Rev. 7:9, ftn., 10, 14) This great crowd can call on Jehovah’s name during the great tribulation because the Kingdom message has reached them in a language they understand. (Read Romans 10:13, 14.) What a privilege we have to share in that lifesaving work!

 2. What was the prophet Zechariah inspired to foretell?


Your answer



2 Centuries before the apostle John wrote the book of Revelation, Jehovah inspired the prophet Zechariah to foretell that “many nations [would] join themselves to Jehovah . . . and [would] become [His] people.” (Zech. 2:11) Later in his prophetic book, Zechariah wrote: “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take . . . firm hold of the robe of a Jew, saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’” (Zech. 8:23) This exciting prophecy is being fulfilled in our day. Let us see how each of us can have a part in its fulfillment.

REACHING “TEN MEN OUT OF ALL THE LANGUAGES”

 3. Who today are represented by the “Jew,” and who are represented by the “ten men”?


Your answer



3 The “Jew” in Zechariah’s prophecy represents those whom God has anointed with holy spirit. They are also known as “the Israel of God.” (Gal. 6:16) These have “the heavenly calling.” (Heb. 3:1) The “ten men” represent humble ones who hope to live forever in Paradise on earth. They come from all linguistic and national backgrounds.

 4. What happened after Jesus appointed “the faithful and discreet slave” in 1919?


Your answer



4 When Christ appointed “the faithful and discreet slave” in 1919, those making up that slave recognized that their commission was international in scope, one that would involve translating the Bible’s message into numerous languages. (Matt. 24:45) The Bible Students had already been presenting the “Photo-Drama of Creation” to international audiences, but the faithful slave saw the need to do more. For example, the Bible study aid entitled The Harp of God, released in 1921, was eventually translated into 36 languages. In 1935 the “great crowd” was clearly identified, revealing the enormous scope of the work. Thus, during the first few decades of the 20th century, Jehovah laid the foundation for the witnessing work to expand and completely fulfill Zechariah’s prophecy.

“YOUR PEOPLE WILL OFFER THEMSELVES WILLINGLY”

5-6. How is Isaiah 2:2-4 being fulfilled today? (See also picture.)


Your answer



5 As the good news continued to spread, righthearted people were found among many language groups. As foretold, people from all nations were invited to Jehovah’s house so that they could be instructed about his ways. (Read Isaiah 2:2-4.) In order to reach these potential disciples and care for them, God’s people have “offer[ed] themselves willingly” not only to preach but also to translate, to print, and to ship the lifesaving message contained in our publications in an ever-growing number of languages. (Ps. 68:11; 110:3) In addition, computer programmers and other skilled workers have designed and maintained programs, including JW Library®, as well as a multilanguage website.

6 People of all nations and language groups benefit from the spiritual food provided by the faithful and discreet slave. One way they show their appreciation is by providing financial support, making voluntary donations to the worldwide preaching work. As a result of this united effort, lifesaving Bible-based publications have become available in over 1,100 languages. And each year, hundreds of thousands of individuals get baptized.



[image: Collage: Theocratic activity around the world. 1. Jehovah sitting on his throne and an angel flying above the earth. 2. A silhouette of the Governing Body at a conference table. 3. A translation team. 4. A brother in a printery inspecting newly printed “Enjoy Life Forever” books. 5. A brother and sister showing a sign language video to a woman in the ministry. 6. A mobile phone displaying the JW Library app.]

People of all nations and language groups benefit from the spiritual food provided through the faithful and discreet slave (See paragraphs 5-6)







 7. How are we affected by seeing the fulfillment of Revelation 14:6?


Your answer



7 Jehovah’s people are now equipped with tools that transcend language barriers. Under angelic direction, they are unitedly declaring “everlasting good news . . . to every nation and tribe and tongue [or, “language,” ftn.] and people.” (Read Revelation 14:6.) When we see how the thrilling prophecies recorded by Zechariah and by John are being fulfilled in modern times, we are moved to trust Bible prophecy and to cling to the organization that God is using to proclaim the good news.

A MODERN-DAY MIRACLE

 8. At Pentecost 33 C.E., how did Jehovah reverse the effects of what he had done at the Tower of Babel?


Your answer



8 On the day of Pentecost 33 C.E., Jehovah revealed that he had the power to reverse the effects of what he had done at the Tower of Babel. He miraculously enabled Christ’s disciples to speak in languages that they did not know. (Acts 2:4-10) Why did he do so? In order to make known “the magnificent things of God” to an international crowd of God-fearing persons. (Acts 2:11) Today, our publications enable us, in effect, to speak in the tongues of interested ones.

 9. How can we help those who speak a language that we do not know to learn about the good news?


Your answer



9 People need to hear the good news in a language that they understand. Consider this illustration: A person travels overseas, but he becomes seriously ill and needs medical attention. If he does not speak the local language, he will need an interpreter to help him understand what the doctor is instructing him to do to get well. Similarly, countless people today are suffering spiritually and emotionally, and they are in need of hope and comfort. The remedy they require is found in the Bible’s message. When we meet someone, we can help him to receive that lifesaving remedy in a language that he understands. We have the tools we need​—printed literature, videos, and digital publications.

10-11. What do you learn from the experience of a brother named Robert and from the account in the box “A Refugee Finds Hope”?


Your answer



10 How can we effectively use the spiritual tools available to us? Note the experience of Robert, who speaks English. While doing harbor witnessing, he met a man from Türkiye who was working on a ship. The man spoke little English but accepted the brochure Good News From God! in Turkish. Robert was thoroughly familiar with the brochure’s contents, so he was able to direct the man to read selected portions in his language. The Turkish man then asked a number of questions about world conditions and was shown the Bible’s answers in Turkish, using the JW Library app. He exclaimed: “It is as if you knew my language!” Robert relates: “We spoke for about an hour. During the conversation, it was clear that this man’s respect for the Bible and his understanding of its message greatly increased.” What a privilege we have to help sincere individuals hear God’s message in the language of their heart!

11 Something as simple as sharing a tract or an article on the jw.org website in a language that another person can understand could have amazing results. Why not make it a goal to prepare to share the Bible’s message with those who do not speak your language?



[image: A woman holding a “Life in a Peaceful New World” tract in the Hmong language.]



A Refugee Finds Hope


Youa, a Hmong refugee in the United States, had a difficult life. She did not speak English, and her husband did not allow her to read anything, even the Bible. She says, “I never felt peace or happiness.” One day, an English-speaking sister left her the tract Life in a Peaceful New World in the Hmong language. Youa had never before seen or heard anything like the Bible’s promises contained in this tract. She treasured its message, which gave her hope for a better life. For many years thereafter, she kept the tract hidden in her embroidery basket. She secretly read it over and over. Eventually, one of Youa’s daughters learned the truth and brought her to a meeting held in Hmong. A Bible study was arranged, and Youa was finally able to join in worship with others who shared the hope she had discovered in that precious tract.





MAKING JEHOVAH’S NAME KNOWN AMONG THE NATIONS

12. What effect does reading and studying the New World Translation have on Jehovah’s people?


Your answer



12 All of us depend on the work done by translators. Bible translation is not new.* Translators have worked tirelessly to ensure that the message of God’s Word reaches more people. In recent years, a remarkable tool for unifying Jehovah’s people has been the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures. Note what an elder who serves in Nepal says about this translation: “Reading this translation in my language has made Jehovah more real to me. It has helped me draw closer to God and has strengthened my faith.” The New World Translation is available, in whole or in part, in well over 300 languages. That is one reason why Jehovah’s people are able to think and speak in agreement​—they use this clear, reliable Bible translation that conveys the same message regardless of language. (1 Cor. 1:10) However, this translation does much more.

13. Why do few modern Bible translations use God’s name?


Your answer



13 The New World Translation is one of the few Bibles being distributed in the 21st century that continues to honor Jehovah’s name by using it throughout the Bible text. At the beginning of the last days, it was common to find the name Jehovah in many translations of the Bible, especially in the Hebrew Scriptures. However, the leaders of Christendom, who claim to represent God, have become increasingly opposed to making known or to using God’s name, Jehovah. The leaders of the Catholic Church have removed it from their Bibles and from related literature.* Most Protestant denominations likewise omit the name from their translations of the Bible. In contrast, the New World Translation consistently restores the divine name to its rightful place in the Scriptures, regardless of language. Why is this significant?

14. According to the Scriptures, why is it important to know and to use God’s name?


Your answer



14 The Scriptures repeatedly highlight the importance of knowing and using God’s name. The psalmist urges God’s servants to “praise the name of Jehovah.” (Ps. 135:1) When teaching his disciples how to pray to Jehovah, Jesus directed them to say: “Let your name be sanctified.” Later, while praying to his Father, Jesus said: “I have made your name known.” (Matt. 6:9; John 17:26) The apostle Paul quoted the words of the prophet Joel, who said: “Everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.” (Rom. 10:13) People who use Bible translations that omit the divine name cannot obey these inspired exhortations.

15. How do Jehovah’s people feel about the divine name?


Your answer



15 The vast majority of Jehovah’s Witnesses have access to a translation that accurately conveys Bible truth, including the importance of relying on and praising God’s illustrious name. They have grown to love that name and to rely on the One it represents.​—Prov. 18:10; Isa. 56:6.

16. Why is it urgent to come to know Jehovah now? (John 17:3)


Your answer



16 The Bible foretells a showdown in the near future between “the kings of the entire inhabited earth” and Jehovah. (Rev. 16:14) During that time, those who know Jehovah and honor his name will be kept safe. (Ps. 9:10; read John 17:3; see study note on “their coming to know you.”) But those who refuse to know him as their Father and God will be forced to know him in a different way. Jehovah says: “I will certainly magnify myself and sanctify myself and make myself known before the eyes of many nations; and they will have to know that I am Jehovah.” (Ezek. 38:23) How happy Jehovah’s people will be that they know him as their Friend and not as their adversary!​—Mal. 3:16.

17. What privilege do we have?


Your answer



17 What a privilege we have to play even a small role in the fulfillment of the prophecy recorded at Zechariah 8:23! We have the opportunity of working unitedly not only with our brothers and sisters but also with the angels in this multilingual preaching work. Jehovah is giving us the tools we need to reach people from every nation and tribe and tongue. May we use these tools effectively to help draw as many people as possible to our impartial, merciful, and patient God, Jehovah. It is our honor to share in this work until Jehovah’s name is sanctified before all creation.​—Luke 11:2.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  Who are represented by the “Jew” and by the “ten men” mentioned at Zechariah 8:23?


Your answer





	  What is making it possible for people from every tongue to learn about Jehovah?


Your answer





	  Why is it important for people to know and to use Jehovah’s name?


Your answer












SONG 57 Preaching to All Sorts of People



^  The first translation of the Holy Scriptures​—known as the Greek Septuagint version—​was completed about 150 B.C.E.


^  In 2008, Pope Benedict XVI directed that God’s name is “neither to be used [n]or pronounced” in Catholic religious services, hymns, or prayers. See also The Watchtower of October 1, 1997, pp. 16-18, pars. 4-8.






^ (Zech. 8:23) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”


^ (Zech. 8:23) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”


^ (Rom. 10:13, 14) For “everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.” 14 However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach?



^  (Gen. 11:6-9) Jehovah then said: “Look! They are one people with one language, and this is what they have started to do. Now there is nothing that they may have in mind to do that will be impossible for them. 7 Come! Let us go down there and confuse their language in order that they may not understand one another’s language.” 8 So Jehovah scattered them from there over the entire face of the earth, and they gradually left off building the city. 9 That is why it was named Baʹbel,* because there Jehovah confused the language of all the earth, and Jehovah scattered them from there over the entire face of the earth.

Meaning “Confusion.”


^  (Rev. 7:9) After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues,* standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands.

Or “languages.”


^  (Rev. 7:10) And they keep shouting with a loud voice, saying: “Salvation we owe to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.”



^  (Rev. 7:14) So right away I said to him: “My lord, you are the one who knows.” And he said to me: “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.



^  (Rom. 10:13, 14) For “everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.” 14 However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach?



^  (Zech. 2:11) “Many nations will join themselves to Jehovah in that day, and they will become my people; and I will reside in your midst.” And you will have to know that Jehovah of armies has sent me to you.



^  (Zech. 8:23) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”


^  (Gal. 6:16) As for all those who walk orderly by this rule of conduct, peace and mercy be upon them, yes, upon the Israel of God.



^  (Heb. 3:1) Consequently, holy brothers, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the apostle and high priest whom we acknowledge—Jesus.



^  (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?



^ (Isa. 2:2-4) In the final part of the days,* The mountain of the house of Jehovah Will become firmly established above the top of the mountains, And it will be raised up above the hills, And to it all the nations will stream.  3 And many peoples will go and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, To the house of the God of Jacob. He will instruct us about his ways, And we will walk in his paths.” For law* will go out of Zion, And the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.  4 He will render judgment among the nations And set matters straight* respecting many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.

Or “In the last days.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “correct matters.”


^  (Isa. 2:2-4) In the final part of the days,* The mountain of the house of Jehovah Will become firmly established above the top of the mountains, And it will be raised up above the hills, And to it all the nations will stream.  3 And many peoples will go and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, To the house of the God of Jacob. He will instruct us about his ways, And we will walk in his paths.” For law* will go out of Zion, And the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.  4 He will render judgment among the nations And set matters straight* respecting many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.

Or “In the last days.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “correct matters.”


^  (Ps. 68:11) Jehovah gives the command; The women proclaiming the good news are a large army.



^  (Ps. 110:3) Your people will offer themselves willingly on the day of your military force.* In splendid holiness, from the womb of the dawn, You have your company of young men just like dewdrops.

Or “on the day your army mobilizes.”


^ (Rev. 14:6) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people.

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”


^  (Rev. 14:6) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people.

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”


^  (Acts 2:4-10) and they all became filled with holy spirit and started to speak in different languages, just as the spirit enabled them to speak. 5 At that time devout Jews from every nation under heaven were staying in Jerusalem. 6 So when this sound occurred, a crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 Indeed, they were utterly amazed and said: “See here, all these who are speaking are Gal·i·leʹans, are they not? 8 How is it, then, that each one of us is hearing his own native language? 9 Parʹthi·ans, Medes, and Eʹlam·ites, the inhabitants of Mes·o·po·taʹmi·a, Ju·deʹa and Cap·pa·doʹci·a, Ponʹtus and the province of Asia, 10 Phrygʹi·a and Pam·phylʹi·a, Egypt and the regions of Libʹy·a near Cy·reʹne, sojourners from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,



^  (Acts 2:11) Creʹtans, and Arabians—we hear them speaking in our languages about the magnificent things of God.”



^  (1 Cor. 1:10) Now I urge you, brothers, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you should all speak in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you may be completely united in the same mind and in the same line of thought.



^  (Ps. 135:1) Praise Jah!* Praise the name of Jehovah; Offer praise, you servants of Jehovah,

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^  (Matt. 6:9) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.



^  (John 17:26) I have made your name known to them and will make it known, so that the love with which you loved me may be in them and I in union with them.”



^  (Rom. 10:13) For “everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.”



^  (Prov. 18:10) The name of Jehovah is a strong tower. Into it the righteous one runs and receives protection.*

Lit., “is raised high,” that is, out of reach, safe.


^  (Isa. 56:6) As for the foreigners who join themselves to Jehovah to minister to him, To love the name of Jehovah And to be his servants, All those who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it And who hold fast to my covenant,



^ (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^  (Rev. 16:14) They are, in fact, expressions inspired by demons and they perform signs, and they go out to the kings of the entire inhabited earth, to gather them together to the war of the great day of God the Almighty.



^  (Ps. 9:10) Those knowing your name will trust in you; You will never abandon those seeking you, O Jehovah.



^  (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^  (Ezek. 38:23) And I will certainly magnify myself and sanctify myself and make myself known before the eyes of many nations; and they will have to know that I am Jehovah.’



^  (Mal. 3:16) At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name.

Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”


^  (Zech. 8:23) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”


^  (Luke 11:2) So he said to them: “Whenever you pray, say: ‘Father, let your name be sanctified. Let your Kingdom come.



^ (Zech. 8:23) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”








NOVEMBER 23-29, 2026




SONG 107 The Divine Pattern of Love



How the Priesthood Reveals Jehovah’s Love



“Every high priest taken from among men is appointed in their behalf.”​—HEB. 5:1.




FOCUS

How Jehovah’s provision of the priesthood draws us closer to him.




 1. Why is mankind in dire need of help?


Your answer



HELP! All humans need it whether they know it or not. In fact, their need is desperate. Why? In a word, sin. Because of inherited sin, mankind as a whole is alienated from God. (Eph. 2:12; Col. 1:21) In a sense, sin creates a chasm that separates humans from God, and man cannot cross that gap by himself. Without help, we could never find true meaning in life. We would have no hope for the future. What help has Jehovah provided?

 2. What will we consider in this article?


Your answer



2 To save us from our sinful state, Jehovah has made a remarkable arrangement​—that of a priesthood. He did so for the ancient nation of Israel and later for the Christian congregation. That arrangement is still in effect today. In this article, we will discuss how the priesthood arrangement proved to be a blessing for men and women in ancient times. We will also learn how we can benefit from the priesthood arrangement that is now in effect and how we will continue to do so in the future. And finally, we will see how the priesthood reveals Jehovah’s deep love for us.

HOW A PRIESTHOOD HELPED ANCIENT ISRAEL

 3. According to Hebrews 5:1, in what way does the priesthood help sincere worshippers? (See also picture.)


Your answer



3 Under inspiration, the apostle Paul explained why Jehovah provided a priesthood for the nation of Israel. (Read Hebrews 5:1.) Jehovah wanted to help them draw closer to him. The high priest was the one whom Jehovah appointed in behalf of men “over the things relating to God.” Priests helped sincere worshippers to approach God acceptably, to bridge the gap between God and man.



[image: A man crossing a bridge that spans a chasm between a landscape that is dark and barren and one that is bright, beautiful, and lush.]

Sin created a divide; the priesthood bridges it (See paragraph 3)







 4. How did the priests of Israel represent God before man?


Your answer



4 How did the priests of Israel help worshippers to approach Jehovah and serve him acceptably? In two important ways. First, priests represented God before man by serving as teachers. How so? Malachi 2:7 says: “The lips of a priest should safeguard knowledge, and people should seek the law from his mouth, because he is the messenger of Jehovah of armies.” So the priests had the assignment to teach the Law of Moses to the people of Israel, helping them to understand it and to live by it. As an example, in Nehemiah’s day, 13 different Levites assisted priest Ezra to explain the Law to the people. They put meaning into it and helped the people to understand what was read. In this way, the Israelites were able to apply God’s laws in their lives and thereby draw closer to him.​—Neh. 8:2, 3, 6-8.

 5. How did the priests of Israel represent man before God, and what does that teach us about Jehovah?


Your answer



5 Second, priests represented man before God. The priests did this by offering sacrifices in behalf of the people. The Israelites were well-aware of their daily errors and failings. They knew that they needed to have their sins wiped away. (Ps. 51:9) The priests and the sacrifices helped make that possible. What a relief it was for repentant Israelites to know that their sins had been forgiven! Through the priesthood arrangement, we see Jehovah’s love, compassion, and interest in the well-being of his people and, ultimately, in their salvation.

THE ROLE OF A PRIEST​—PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

 6. In patriarchal times, what role did a family head have that was similar to that of a priest?


Your answer



6 Jehovah has always wanted a peaceful relationship with his obedient worshippers. In patriarchal times, long before the nation of Israel was formed, it was common for the family head to offer sacrifices for himself and his family. For example, after leaving the ark, Noah offered up sacrifices of thanksgiving. (Gen. 8:20) Abraham built altars in order to make sacrifices to Jehovah. (Gen. 12:7, 8) And Job offered burnt sacrifices in behalf of his children. (Job 1:5) That explains why the Bible speaks of priests even before the Levitical priesthood was established. Jehovah told the Israelites: “Let the priests [the family heads] who regularly come near to Jehovah sanctify themselves, so that Jehovah may not strike them.”​—Ex. 19:22.

 7. Who was Melchizedek, and how did he prefigure the Messiah?


Your answer



7 The first person specifically called a priest in the Scriptures was Melchizedek. (Gen. 14:18) He was not only a priest but also a king. Jehovah later promised that the Messiah would be both a king and a priest, as Melchizedek was. But the Messiah’s rule would benefit mankind forever.​—Ps. 110:4; Heb. 7:17.

 8. How was the priesthood organized under the Mosaic Law?


Your answer



8 In time, Jehovah formed the nation of Israel and gave them the Mosaic Law, which included instructions regarding the priesthood. Moses’ brother, Aaron, and his descendants were assigned to serve as priests. (Ex. 40:12-15) With the assistance of the Levites, the priests would offer sacrifices in behalf of the nation and of individual Israelites. Jehovah gave specific guidelines regarding the types of offerings to be given, the purpose of the offerings, and how they were to be presented. This arrangement provided a foretaste of what was to come.

9-10. Who will serve as priests along with Jesus during the Thousand Year Reign?


Your answer



9 At his baptism, Jesus became the High Priest serving in Jehovah’s great spiritual temple. (Heb. 8:1) Jesus later gave up his perfect human life to atone completely for man’s sins. His sacrifice was far superior to the animal sacrifices offered by the priests of Israel. Jesus continues to serve in this priestly capacity, appearing before God on our behalf. (Heb. 9:24) Under God’s Kingdom arrangement, 144,000 anointed ones will serve alongside our High Priest, Jesus, as kings and priests. (1 Pet. 1:3, 4; 2:9) Once resurrected to heaven, they will work along with God and Christ to bring obedient mankind to perfection and make the earth a paradise. How we look forward to seeing their work completed!

10 As we have seen, Jehovah has arranged for man to benefit from priestly services throughout much of history. The many sacrifices the priests offered reminded faithful Israelites of their need for a ransom. Jehovah will continue to use a priesthood throughout the Thousand Year Reign of Christ until man is brought to perfection and no longer needs priestly services. How does learning about this arrangement draw us closer to Jehovah? Consider a few ways.

HOW THE PRIESTHOOD DRAWS US CLOSER TO JEHOVAH

11. How does the priesthood reflect Jehovah’s desire to have a close relationship with mankind?


Your answer



11 The priesthood reflects Jehovah’s desire to have a close, personal relationship with his servants. Even though sin has created a gulf between mankind and Jehovah, he is determined to close that gap forever. Jehovah wants us to be able to approach him, gain his favor, have a warm personal relationship with him, and be saved. (2 Cor. 5:18) Jehovah realizes that our sinful state is something that we inherited through no fault of our own. He mercifully reaches out to us, helping each one to gain an approved standing before him. Does that not move you to love him even more?

12. Why is it encouraging that Jesus, the High Priest, pleads on our behalf? (Hebrews 7:25) (See also picture.)


Your answer



12 Jesus too wants us to enjoy a meaningful relationship with Jehovah. As High Priest, Christ acts as “a helper with the Father.” (1 John 2:1; read Hebrews 7:25.) What factors might Jesus consider as he pleads for you? Perhaps he will take note of how your background, upbringing, health, and emotional makeup affect you. He might consider your fine qualities and deeds as well as your record of faithful service. Because Jesus can read the heart, he will no doubt reflect on your constant prayers for forgiveness and your sincere efforts to improve. We can be certain that Christ’s pleadings for us are well-received by Jehovah, who is compassionate and ready to forgive. (Ps. 86:5) Indeed, Jehovah is the one who provided Jesus to be our advocate.



[image: Collage: Jesus gestures to the fine deeds of brothers and sisters as he pleads with Jehovah on their behalf. 1. A brother gives a talk. 2. A young sister rejects a classmate’s advances. 3. Young brothers carry lumber on a theocratic construction project. 4. Two sisters in the ministry show a magazine to a householder. 5. An elderly sister in a wheelchair prays. 6. A brother reads his Bible. 7. A young brother delivers groceries to an elderly brother who is holding a cane.]

Our High Priest, Jesus, takes into account our good motives, fine deeds, requests for forgiveness, and efforts to improve (See paragraph 12)







13. According to Hebrews 4:16, what additional blessing does the priesthood offer, and why is that so helpful?


Your answer



13 The priesthood assures us that Jehovah wants to have open communication with us. (Read Hebrews 4:16.) Because of the services of the great High Priest, Jesus, we can speak to Jehovah freely in prayer. Jehovah is pleased to hear us when we approach him. In doing so, we show that we trust in him and rely on him. At times, we may not know exactly how to express ourselves. We may be in such distress that we do not know what to pray for. (Rom. 8:26) Still, Jehovah listens, understands, and responds. We should not hesitate to share any concern with our loving, compassionate heavenly Father.

14. How does the sacrifice of Jesus reflect Jehovah’s interest in our eternal salvation?


Your answer



14 The priesthood shows that Jehovah wants us to have life. (Ezek. 33:11) The animal sacrifices offered in ancient times did not completely atone for the sins of God’s worshippers. (Heb. 7:19) However, those sacrifices pointed to the perfect sacrifice of Christ Jesus. His sacrifice makes true forgiveness possible. It opens up the way for obedient humans to have everlasting life. How grateful we are that Jehovah took the initiative to arrange for our salvation!​—1 John 4:10.

15. How is Jehovah’s love seen in his choice of individuals who will serve as priests in the Kingdom?


Your answer



15 We see Jehovah’s love in his choice of individuals who will serve as priests. Like their Master, the anointed must prove faithful even to death. (Phil. 2:8; Rev. 2:10) Their loyalty to Jehovah must be proved beyond all doubt. Thus, we can trust that they will lovingly apply the benefits of the ransom sacrifice, which will help us to overcome sin and grow to perfection. That remarkable work will continue throughout Christ’s Thousand Year Reign until Jehovah’s purpose with regard to the earth and the healing of mankind has been accomplished.​—Rev. 22:1, 2.

16. How does Hebrews 4:15 indicate that Jesus is uniquely qualified to serve as High Priest for us?


Your answer



16 Christ, our High Priest, is sympathetic to our challenges and experiences because he himself lived as a human on earth. (Read Hebrews 4:15.) Consider: Do you feel tired at times? Jesus did too. (John 4:6) Have you felt the effects of hunger and thirst? Jesus knows what that feels like. (Matt. 4:2; John 19:28) Do you face opposition and ridicule for your faith? Jesus did too. (Isa. 50:6; John 15:20) Have you lost a loved one in death? Jesus lost his friend Lazarus and apparently his stepfather, Joseph. We can rest assured that our High Priest, Jesus, will care for us with understanding and empathy that come from experience.

17. Why can we be sure that the anointed will have fellow feeling and insight as they help mankind?


Your answer



17 The 144,000 will have fellow feeling and insight as they help Jesus lift mankind to perfection. They were once imperfect and sinful as men or women on earth. They know what it feels like to make mistakes and to struggle with guilt. They understand what it is like to suffer from health problems, both physical and emotional. They come from a variety of backgrounds, races, cultures, time periods, and personal circumstances. Whatever your life experience has been, someone from among the 144,000 can relate.

18. What does the priesthood teach us about Jehovah’s personality, and how does that make you feel about him?


Your answer



18 All that we have learned about the priesthood teaches us that love, mercy, compassion, and fellow feeling are aspects of Jehovah’s personality. Satan is our constant accuser; Jehovah is not. (Rev. 12:10) We have considered in this study that Jehovah has done much to draw us to him and to pave the way for us to feel assured of his approval and friendship. Does that not draw you closer to Jehovah? Does it not make it easier to accept his love and forgiveness?

19. How does the priesthood assure us that Jehovah understands the struggle we face?


Your answer



19 Our study of the priesthood also assures us that even when we feel unworthy because of our sins, we can trust that Jehovah understands our struggle. He knows that we are made of dust. (Ps. 103:14) Nonetheless, he continues to see past our sins and focuses on the good in us and on our potential for improvement. When our sins and mistakes are all we can see, we need to remember that Jehovah “is greater than our hearts and knows all things.”​—1 John 3:20.

20. Why are you thankful for the priesthood, and what are you determined to do?


Your answer



20 As we have seen, Jehovah has provided the priesthood so that we can worship him acceptably. It is his heartfelt desire that we do so. Thanks to the gift of the priesthood, the gap between Jehovah and his imperfect but faithful worshippers has been closed. We may thus do as Hebrews 4:16 encourages: “Let us, then, approach the throne of undeserved kindness with freeness of speech, so that we may receive mercy and find undeserved kindness to help us at the right time.”



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  In what way does the priesthood help man to worship God acceptably?


Your answer





	  How has Jehovah used the priesthood throughout the centuries?


Your answer





	  How does the provision of the priesthood draw you closer to Jehovah?


Your answer












SONG 16 Praise Jah for His Son, the Anointed





^ (Heb. 5:1) For every high priest taken from among men is appointed in their behalf over the things relating to God, so that he may offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.



^  (Eph. 2:12) At that time you were without Christ, alienated from the state of Israel, strangers to the covenants of the promise; you had no hope and were without God in the world.



^  (Col. 1:21) Indeed, you who were once alienated and enemies because your minds were on the works that were wicked,



^ (Heb. 5:1) For every high priest taken from among men is appointed in their behalf over the things relating to God, so that he may offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.



^  (Heb. 5:1) For every high priest taken from among men is appointed in their behalf over the things relating to God, so that he may offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.



^  (Mal. 2:7) For the lips of a priest should safeguard knowledge, and people should seek the law* from his mouth, because he is the messenger of Jehovah of armies.

Or “instruction.”


^  (Neh. 8:2, 3) So Ezʹra the priest brought the Law before the congregation of men, women, and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read aloud from it before the public square in front of the Water Gate, from daybreak until midday, to the men, the women, and all who could understand; and the people listened attentively to the book of the Law.



^  (Neh. 8:6-8) Then Ezʹra praised Jehovah the true God, the great One, at which all the people answered, “Amen!* Amen!” and lifted up their hands. They then bowed low and prostrated themselves to Jehovah with their faces to the ground. 7 And Jeshʹu·a, Baʹni, She·re·biʹah, Jaʹmin, Akʹkub, Shabʹbe·thai, Ho·diʹah, Ma·a·seiʹah, Ke·liʹta, Az·a·riʹah, Joʹza·bad, Haʹnan, and Pe·laʹiah, who were Levites, were explaining the Law to the people, while the people remained standing. 8 And they continued reading aloud from the book, from the Law of the true God, clearly explaining it and putting meaning into it; so they helped the people to understand what was being read.*

Or “So be it!”
Or “they gave understanding in the reading.”


^  (Ps. 51:9) Turn your face away* from my sins, And wipe away* all my errors.

Or “Hide your face.”
Or “blot out.”


^  (Gen. 8:20) Then Noah built an altar to Jehovah and took some of all the clean animals and of all the clean flying creatures and offered burnt offerings on the altar.



^  (Gen. 12:7, 8) Jehovah then appeared to Aʹbram and said: “To your offspring* I am going to give this land.” So he built an altar there to Jehovah, who had appeared to him. 8 Later he moved from there to the mountainous region east of Bethʹel and pitched his tent with Bethʹel on the west and Aʹi on the east. There he built an altar to Jehovah and began to call on the name of Jehovah.

Lit., “seed.”


^  (Job 1:5) After a series of banquet days was complete, Job would send for them in order to sanctify them. Then he would get up early in the morning and offer up burnt sacrifices for each of them. For Job said: “Maybe my sons have sinned and have cursed God in their heart.” That is what Job would always do.



^  (Ex. 19:22) And let the priests who regularly come near to Jehovah sanctify themselves, so that Jehovah may not strike* them.”

Lit., “break through on.”


^  (Gen. 14:18) And Mel·chizʹe·dek king of Saʹlem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of the Most High God.



^  (Ps. 110:4) Jehovah has sworn an oath, and he will not change his mind:* “You are a priest forever In the manner of Mel·chizʹe·dek!”

Or “he will feel no regret.”


^  (Heb. 7:17) For it is said in witness of him: “You are a priest forever in the manner of Mel·chizʹe·dek.”



^  (Ex. 40:12-15) “Then bring Aaron and his sons near to the entrance of the tent of meeting, and wash them with water. 13 And you are to clothe Aaron with the holy garments and anoint him and sanctify him, and he will serve as priest to me. 14 After that bring his sons near, and clothe them with robes. 15 You are to anoint them just as you anointed their father, so that they will serve as priests to me, and their anointing will serve continually for them as a lasting priesthood during their generations.”



^  (Heb. 8:1) Now this is the main point of what we are saying: We have such a high priest as this, and he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,



^  (Heb. 9:24) For Christ did not enter into a holy place made with hands, which is a copy of the reality, but into heaven itself, so that he now appears before God on our behalf.



^  (1 Pet. 1:3, 4) Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for according to his great mercy he gave us a new birth to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance. It is reserved in the heavens for you,



^  (1 Pet. 2:9) But you are “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for special possession, that you should declare abroad the excellencies”* of the One who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Lit., “the virtues,” that is, his praiseworthy qualities and deeds.


^  (2 Cor. 5:18) But all things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of the reconciliation,



^ (Heb. 7:25) So he is able also to save completely those who are approaching God through him, because he is always alive to plead for them.



^  (1 John 2:1) My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may not commit a sin. And yet, if anyone does commit a sin, we have a helper* with the Father, Jesus Christ, a righteous one.

Or “an advocate.”


^  (Heb. 7:25) So he is able also to save completely those who are approaching God through him, because he is always alive to plead for them.



^  (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^ (Heb. 4:16) Let us, then, approach the throne of undeserved kindness with freeness of speech, so that we may receive mercy and find undeserved kindness to help us at the right time.



^  (Heb. 4:16) Let us, then, approach the throne of undeserved kindness with freeness of speech, so that we may receive mercy and find undeserved kindness to help us at the right time.



^  (Rom. 8:26) In like manner, the spirit also joins in with help for our weakness; for the problem is that we do not know what we should pray for as we need to, but the spirit itself pleads for us with unuttered* groanings.

Or “unspoken.”


^  (Ezek. 33:11) Tell them, ‘“As surely as I am alive,” declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, “I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that someone wicked changes his way and keeps living. Turn back, turn back from your bad ways, for why should you die, O house of Israel?”’



^  (Heb. 7:19) For the Law made nothing perfect, but the introduction of a better hope did, through which we are drawing near to God.



^  (1 John 4:10) The love is in this respect, not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a propitiatory sacrifice* for our sins.

Or “an atoning sacrifice; a means of appeasement.”


^  (Phil. 2:8) More than that, when he came as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death, yes, death on a torture stake.



^  (Rev. 2:10) Do not be afraid of the things you are about to suffer. Look! The Devil will keep on throwing some of you into prison so that you may be fully put to the test, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Prove yourself faithful even to death, and I will give you the crown of life.



^  (Rev. 22:1, 2) And he showed me a river of water of life, clear as crystal, flowing out from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of its main street. On both sides of the river were trees of life producing 12 crops of fruit, yielding their fruit each month. And the leaves of the trees were for the healing of the nations.



^ (Heb. 4:15) For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tested in all respects as we have, but without sin.



^  (Heb. 4:15) For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tested in all respects as we have, but without sin.



^  (John 4:6) In fact, Jacob’s well was there. Now Jesus, tired out as he was from the journey, was sitting at the well. It was about the sixth hour.



^  (Matt. 4:2) After he had fasted for 40 days and 40 nights, he felt hungry.



^  (John 19:28) After this, when Jesus knew that by now all things had been accomplished, in order to fulfill the scripture he said: “I am thirsty.”



^  (Isa. 50:6) I offered my back to those striking me And my cheeks to those who plucked them bare.* I did not hide my face from humiliating things and from spit.

Or “who plucked the beard.”


^  (John 15:20) Keep in mind the word I said to you: A slave is not greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have observed my word, they will also observe yours.



^  (Rev. 12:10) I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our God!



^  (Ps. 103:14) For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^  (1 John 3:20) regarding whatever our hearts may condemn us in, because God is greater than our hearts and knows all things.



^  (Heb. 4:16) Let us, then, approach the throne of undeserved kindness with freeness of speech, so that we may receive mercy and find undeserved kindness to help us at the right time.









NOVEMBER 30–DECEMBER 6, 2026




SONG 22 The Kingdom Is in Place​—Let It Come!



Guard Against “the Spirit of the World”



“Everything in the world . . . does not originate with the Father.”​—1 JOHN 2:16.




FOCUS

How to resist three of the world’s subtle influences.




 1. How does Satan use the spirit of the world? (1 John 2:15, 16)


Your answer



WE LIVE in a world that is ruled by Satan. (John 14:30; 1 John 5:19) He especially wages a bitter fight against Christ’s followers. (Rev. 12:12, 13, 17) This does not mean that Satan is in every place at all times. In fact, the Bible does not indicate that any angel​—wicked or righteous—​has that ability. But Satan has a large number of wicked angels on his side. (Rev. 12:9) And the spirit of the world, which Satan promotes, is everywhere. Most people yield to its influence whether they realize it or not. (Read 1 John 2:15, 16.) Even if people do not believe that Satan exists, they please him when they act according to the world’s spirit. In a sense, they are “caught alive by him to do his will.”​—2 Tim. 2:26.

2-3. (a) How do Jehovah’s people differ from those who yield to “the spirit of the world”? (b) Of what danger do we need to be aware?


Your answers



2 At one time, many of us acted in accord with the spirit of the world. What did we do, however, when we learned what this spirit is and who is behind it? We followed the Bible’s admonition “to reject ungodliness and worldly desires.” (Titus 2:11, 12) The fact that we have done so despite Satan’s widespread influence and enormous power indicates that we want to have Jehovah’s backing. (Jas. 4:7, 8) Indeed, Jehovah’s people are to be commended for firmly resisting the spirit of the world!

3 Nevertheless, we need to be aware of a danger. The world appeals to our sinful tendencies​—often in subtle ways. As a result, some who had initially put up a hard fight for the faith have later become infected by the spirit of the world. (Eph. 6:11; Phil. 3:18) This article will provide suggestions that can help us avoid that outcome. First, though, we will consider what is meant by the expression “the spirit of the world.”​—1 Cor. 2:12.

WHAT IS “THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD”?

 4. What is “the spirit of the world,” and how is it manifest today?


Your answer



4 In the Bible, the expression “the spirit of the world” refers to the way people who are not friends of God think and act. Those who are infected by the spirit of the world tend to be selfish. They may also reject Jehovah’s moral standards. For example, many today take a permissive view of ungodly conduct. They follow “the will of the nations,” not the will of the Creator.​—1 Pet. 4:3.

 5. In what way is the world’s spirit like “the air”? (Ephesians 2:1, 2) (See also picture.)


Your answer



5 The spirit of the world is one of the effective means by which Satan “is misleading the entire inhabited earth.” (Rev. 12:9) The apostle Paul spoke of it as “the air.” (Read Ephesians 2:1, 2.) What a fitting illustration! Like air that is polluted by harmful contaminants, the spirit of the world is harmful; yet, it may be easy to breathe in. And, as mentioned earlier, it is everywhere. Let us consider a few subtle ways that the world’s spirit can affect us and how we can avoid its influence.



[image: A brother watches a violent movie while his wife sits next to him, doing something on her phone. The Bible on their coffee table is covered up with secular magazines.]

The spirit of the world is easy to breathe in (See paragraph 5)







SHUN UNWHOLESOME SPEECH

 6. How is the spirit of the world evident in people’s speech?


Your answer



6 The Bible foretold that in the last days, people would be “boastful, haughty,” and “not open to any agreement.” (2 Tim. 3:1-3) People today often display those traits in their speech. For example, news reports tell of verbal disputes that escalate into violence. Abusive speech is also common in many homes. So is obscene language, which can be heard coming from the mouths of adults and children alike. (Eph. 5:3, 4) Such speech certainly reflects the spirit of the world.

 7. How can we examine our speech?


Your answer



7 As Christians, we should be exemplary in our speech whether we are communicating in person or electronically. (Jas. 1:26, 27) In examining our speech, we can ask ourselves: ‘Do I use foul language when I am provoked, perhaps when I am dealing with people who don’t know that I am one of Jehovah’s Witnesses? Do my conversations with fellow believers tend to be negative, cynical, even sarcastic? Do I speak harshly to my family members? What would they say about my speech?’

 8. How can we shun unwholesome speech? (Colossians 3:8-10)


Your answer



8 What can we do if we discern that our speech reflects the spirit of the world? We need to change more than our words. Remember what Jesus said: “Whatever comes out of the mouth comes from the heart, and those things defile a man.” (Matt. 15:18) As Jesus indicated, our speech usually reflects how we feel inside. That is why the Bible links “abusive speech” with negative emotions​—such as anger, wrath, and malicious bitterness. (Eph. 4:31) If you realize that you need to put away such traits, ask Jehovah in prayer to help you to cultivate more fully “the new personality.” (Read Colossians 3:8-10.) You might also do research to find articles in our publications that offer help on this topic. Be resolved not to let the spirit of the world influence your attitude or pollute your speech.​—Eph. 4:29.

REJECT IMMORAL CONDUCT

 9. How is the world’s spirit evident in the way people view Jehovah’s moral standards?


Your answer



9 The spirit of the world is evident today in the complete disregard many people have for Jehovah’s moral standards. It is common for people in the world to condone or even encourage abortion, homosexuality, and premarital sex. (Isa. 5:20) If we are not careful, the world’s spirit can gradually weaken our hatred for what is bad. (2 Cor. 11:3) We might even begin to think that the world’s viewpoint is enlightened, while the Bible’s standards are outdated. Nothing could be further from the truth! Jehovah’s ways are always for our good. They are higher than man’s ways, and they do not become outdated with the passing of time.​—Isa. 48:17, 18; 55:9.

10. How can we examine our view of the things that Jehovah hates?


Your answer



10 Those who want to please Jehovah must hate what he hates. (Ps. 97:10) With that in mind, we can ask ourselves: ‘Do I feel that Jehovah’s moral laws are keeping me from living as I would really like to? Does my choice of entertainment indicate that I am drawn to things that Jehovah hates? Do I wish that Jehovah would somehow adjust his standards to conform to my desires?’

11. How can we learn to hate the things that Jehovah hates?


Your answer



11 What if you feel drawn to something that Jehovah hates? Do not conclude that it is impossible for you to live by Jehovah’s standards. Remember that all imperfect humans are inclined to sin. (Ps. 51:5; 103:14) However, you can choose not to act on wrong desires, not “[to carry] out the will of the flesh.” (Eph. 2:3) Also, you should refuse to dwell on wrong desires. If at some point you sense that a wrong desire has come up in your heart, immediately turn your eyes and your mind away from things that Jehovah hates. (Gen. 39:9, 12) And reflect on how such things could damage your relationship with Jehovah and with others. Be determined not to let that happen. (Eph. 5:5) With Jehovah’s help, you can learn to hate what is bad.

AVOID ONLINE DANGERS

12. How is the world’s spirit reflected on the Internet?


Your answer



12 For many of us, the Internet plays a role in nearly every aspect of our life, including our worship. However, much of what is found on the Internet promotes the spirit of the world. For example, online pornography is widespread and can be easily accessed by adults and by children. Sexting​—the practice of sending sexually explicit photos, videos, or messages—​is rampant, especially among youths. There is also an abundance of online propaganda that distorts reality and misleads many. Social media posts often present the highlights of people’s lives. Such images, comments, and short videos can make us feel that we need to spend more time in recreation and travel, even at the expense of our worship.​—Heb. 10:24, 25.

13. How can we evaluate our use of the Internet?


Your answer



13 We need to be careful about any online activity that can consume our time or negatively affect our thinking. In that regard, we can ask ourselves: ‘How much time do I spend scrolling through online content without a specific reason for doing so?’ (Eph. 5:15, 16) ‘What kind of content do I allow myself to be exposed to? How quickly do I turn away from what is objectionable?’ (Ps. 119:37) ‘Am I quick to believe everything that I read online, or am I careful to check the facts?’​—Prov. 14:15.

14. How can we avoid online dangers?


Your answer



14 To guard against the spirit of the world, limit how much time you spend online and avoid looking at anything inappropriate. Also, parents should carefully monitor their children’s use of social media. (Eph. 6:4) Many researchers have found that youths who spend a lot of time on social media are more likely to be lonely, anxious, and depressed than those who do not. When you apply the practical counsel found in God’s Word, you will be able to avoid online dangers.

YOU CAN SUCCEED!

15. What do you learn from Gloria’s experience? (See also picture.)


Your answer



15 If you find that you have been affected by the spirit of the world, take steps to correct the situation. Consider the experience of Gloria,* who learned the truth at an early age but was influenced by a desire for fame and money. She says: “I wanted to be rich. As a result, I started to neglect the meetings, and soon I didn’t want to be a Witness anymore.” In time, Gloria realized that her goals were shaped by the spirit of the world. What did she do? She says: “I increased my time in personal Bible study and prayer, and I cut off association with people who were not serving Jehovah. Now I’m rich with spiritual blessings. And I’m happy to know that Jehovah, not Satan’s world, is influencing my life.”



[image: The same couple happily following along in their Bibles as Episode 3 of “The Good News According to Jesus” plays on their TV.]

What can you do to resist the spirit of the world? (See paragraph 15)







16. What does Robert’s experience teach you?


Your answer



16 Consider also the experience of Robert. Because of the bad influence of schoolmates and unwholesome entertainment, Robert’s world became marked by smoking, drinking, and homosexuality. He says: “I felt that I had freedom to do as I wanted.” In time, however, Robert realized that he was not free at all; he had merely become a slave to the world. (2 Pet. 2:19) What did he do? Robert relates: “I have surrounded myself with people who love Jehovah. I have made changes in the way I carry myself, in the way I dress and groom myself, and even in the way I speak.” How does Robert feel now? He says: “I wake up every day aware that I have a clean life​—much different from the life I had before. This is a blessing that makes me feel truly rich.”

17. Why can you be certain that you can resist the spirit of this world? (1 John 4:4)


Your answer



17 What have we considered in this article? Clearly, we must reject the spirit of this world. That includes shunning unwholesome speech, rejecting immoral conduct, and avoiding online dangers. Although the spirit of this world is powerful, do not despair. You can resist its influence. After all, Jehovah is far more powerful than Satan and his wicked world. (Read 1 John 4:4.) Furthermore, Jehovah will provide you with his holy spirit​—the most powerful force in the universe—​to help you avoid this world’s influence. (Luke 11:13) May we all be determined to continue “walking by [God’s] spirit” and guard against the spirit of the world!​—Gal. 5:16.



HOW CAN WE GUARD AGAINST “THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD” WITH RESPECT TO:


	  our speech?


Your answer





	  our view of immoral conduct?


Your answer





	  our use of the Internet?


Your answer












SONG 124 Ever Loyal



^  Names in this article have been changed.






^ (1 John 2:16) because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^ (1 John 2:15, 16) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^  (John 14:30) I will not speak with you much more, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has no hold on me.



^  (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.



^  (Rev. 12:12, 13) On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.” 13 Now when the dragon saw that it had been hurled down to the earth, it persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child.



^  (Rev. 12:17) So the dragon became enraged at the woman and went off to wage war with the remaining ones of her offspring,* who observe the commandments of God and have the work of bearing witness concerning Jesus.

Lit., “seed.”


^  (Rev. 12:9) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.



^  (1 John 2:15, 16) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^  (2 Tim. 2:26) and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the Devil, seeing that they have been caught alive by him to do his will.



^  (Titus 2:11, 12) For the undeserved kindness of God has been manifested, bringing salvation to all sorts of people. 12 It trains us to reject ungodliness and worldly desires and to live with soundness of mind and righteousness and godly devotion amid this present system of things,



^  (Jas. 4:7, 8) Therefore, subject yourselves to God; but oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^  (Eph. 6:11) Put on the complete suit of armor from God so that you may be able to stand firm against the crafty acts of the Devil;



^  (Phil. 3:18) For there are many—I used to mention them often but now I mention them also with weeping—who are walking as enemies of the torture stake of the Christ.



^  (1 Cor. 2:12) Now we received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit that is from God, so that we might know the things that have been kindly given us by God.



^  (1 Pet. 4:3) For the time that has passed by is sufficient for you to have done the will of the nations when you carried on in acts of brazen conduct,* unbridled passions, overdrinking, wild parties,* drinking bouts, and lawless idolatries.

Or “acts of shameless conduct.” Plural of the Greek a·selʹgei·a. See Glossary.
Or “revelries.”


^ (Eph. 2:1, 2) Furthermore, God made you alive, though you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you at one time walked according to the system of things* of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.

Or “the course; the ways; the customs.”


^  (Rev. 12:9) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.



^  (Eph. 2:1, 2) Furthermore, God made you alive, though you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you at one time walked according to the system of things* of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.

Or “the course; the ways; the customs.”


^  (2 Tim. 3:1-3) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness,



^  (Eph. 5:3, 4) Let sexual immorality and every sort of uncleanness or greediness not even be mentioned among you, just as is proper for holy people; 4 neither shameful conduct nor foolish talking nor obscene jesting—things that are not befitting—but rather the giving of thanks.



^  (Jas. 1:26, 27) If any man thinks he is a worshipper of God* but does not keep a tight rein on* his tongue, he is deceiving his own heart, and his worship is futile. 27 The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “is religious.”
Or “does not bridle.”
Or “The religion.”


^ (Col. 3:8-10) But now you must put them all away from you: wrath, anger, badness, abusive speech, and obscene talk out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another. Strip off the old personality with its practices, 10 and clothe yourselves with the new personality, which through* accurate knowledge is being made new according to the image of the One who created it,

Or “in.”


^  (Matt. 15:18) However, whatever comes out of the mouth comes from the heart, and those things defile a man.



^  (Eph. 4:31) Put away from yourselves every kind of malicious bitterness, anger, wrath, screaming, and abusive speech, as well as everything injurious.



^  (Col. 3:8-10) But now you must put them all away from you: wrath, anger, badness, abusive speech, and obscene talk out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another. Strip off the old personality with its practices, 10 and clothe yourselves with the new personality, which through* accurate knowledge is being made new according to the image of the One who created it,

Or “in.”


^  (Eph. 4:29) Let a rotten word not come out of your mouth, but only what is good for building up as the need may be, to impart what is beneficial to the hearers.



^  (Isa. 5:20) Woe to those who say that good is bad and bad is good, Those who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness, Those who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!



^  (2 Cor. 11:3) But I am afraid that somehow, as the serpent seduced Eve by its cunning, your minds might be corrupted away from the sincerity and the chastity* that are due the Christ.

Or “purity.”


^  (Isa. 48:17, 18) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Or “for your own good.”


^  (Isa. 55:9) “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So my ways are higher than your ways And my thoughts than your thoughts.



^  (Ps. 97:10) O you who love Jehovah, hate what is bad. He is guarding the lives* of his loyal ones; He rescues them from the hand* of the wicked.

Or “souls.”
Or “power.”


^  (Ps. 51:5) Look! I was born guilty of error, And my mother conceived me in sin.*

Or “And sinful from the moment my mother conceived me.”


^  (Ps. 103:14) For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^  (Eph. 2:3) Yes, among them we all at one time conducted ourselves in harmony with the desires of our flesh, carrying out the will of the flesh and of our thoughts, and we were naturally children of wrath just as the rest.



^  (Gen. 39:9) There is no one greater in this house than I am, and he has not withheld from me anything at all except you, because you are his wife. So how could I commit this great badness and actually sin against God?”



^  (Gen. 39:12) Then she grabbed hold of him by his garment and said: “Lie down with me!” But he left his garment in her hand and fled outside.



^  (Eph. 5:5) For you know this, recognizing it for yourselves, that no sexually immoral person or unclean person or greedy person, which means being an idolater, has any inheritance in the Kingdom of the Christ and of God.



^  (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider one another so as to incite to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.



^  (Eph. 5:15, 16) So keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, 16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^  (Ps. 119:37) Turn my eyes away from looking at what is worthless; Preserve me alive in your way.



^  (Prov. 14:15) The naive* person believes every word, But the shrewd one ponders each step.

Or “inexperienced.”


^  (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^  (2 Pet. 2:19) While they are promising them freedom, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for if anyone is overcome by someone, he is his slave.*

Or “overcome by something, he is its slave.”


^ (1 John 4:4) You originate with God, little children, and you have conquered them, because the one who is in union with you is greater than the one who is in union with the world.



^  (1 John 4:4) You originate with God, little children, and you have conquered them, because the one who is in union with you is greater than the one who is in union with the world.



^  (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^  (Gal. 5:16) But I say, Keep walking by spirit and you will carry out no fleshly desire at all.








BIBLE PHRASE

“Let the Peace of the Christ Rule in Your Hearts”



Colossians 3:15 mentions “the peace of the Christ.” What is “the peace of the Christ”? It involves the inner calm that a person can gain as a disciple of Christ. That sort of peace comes from knowing that we are loved by Jehovah and his Son.​—John 14:23, 27.

The apostle Paul urged Christians in the Colossian congregation to let this sort of peace rule in their hearts, or their inner person. How so? The Greek word that Paul used here for “rule” is related to the word for an umpire in a sporting event. Does this not suggest that “the peace of the Christ” should have the final say in our hearts?

For instance, when a disagreement arises with a fellow believer, we are to let “the peace of the Christ” be the “umpire.” It will help us to decide what we can do to preserve peace and unity. When we follow that course, even if it means setting aside personal preferences or grievances, we show that we are letting “the peace of the Christ” rule in our hearts.​—Col. 3:12-14.







^ (Col. 3:15) Also, let the peace of the Christ rule in your hearts, for you were called to that peace in one body. And show yourselves thankful.



^ (John 14:23) In answer Jesus said to him: “If anyone loves me, he will observe my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him.



^ (John 14:27) I leave you peace; I give you my peace. I do not give it to you the way that the world gives it. Do not let your hearts be troubled nor let them shrink out of fear.



^ (Col. 3:12-14) Accordingly, as God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with the tender affections of compassion, kindness, humility, mildness, and patience. 13 Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same. 14 But besides all these things, clothe yourselves with love, for it is a perfect bond of union.
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^ ***sjj song 3 Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence***


SONG 3

Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence


(Proverbs 14:26)


	1. O Jehovah, you have given us

a hope that we hold dear.

It’s a hope we find so thrilling

we want the world to hear.

But at times this life’s anxieties

are the cause of fears within,

And the hope that burned so brightly

has suddenly grown dim.

(CHORUS)

You’re our strength, you’re our hope,

you’re our confidence.

Whatever we lack, you supply.

When we preach, when we teach,

we have confidence

because it’s on you we rely.





	2. So Jehovah, please instill in us

a heart that won’t forget,

For you’ve always been our comfort

when troubled times we’ve met.

And these thoughts that lift and strengthen us

can revive that dying flame,

For they fill our hearts with courage

to speak about your name.

(CHORUS)

You’re our strength, you’re our hope,

you’re our confidence.

Whatever we lack, you supply.

When we preach, when we teach,

we have confidence

because it’s on you we rely.









(See also Ps. 72:13, 14; Prov. 3:5, 6, 26; Jer. 17:7.)





^ (Prov. 14:26) There is strong confidence in the fear of Jehovah, And it will be a refuge for his children.



^ (Ps. 72:13, 14) He will have pity on the lowly and the poor, And the lives* of the poor he will save. 14 From oppression and from violence he will rescue them,* And their blood will be precious in his eyes.

Or “souls.”
Or “redeem their souls.”


^ (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”


^ (Prov. 3:26) For Jehovah will prove to be your source of confidence; He will keep your foot from being caught.



^ (Jer. 17:7) Blessed is the man* who puts his trust in Jehovah, Whose confidence is in Jehovah.

Or “strong man.”








^ ***nwtsty Galatians 5:16***

16 But I say, Keep walking by spirit and you will carry out no fleshly desire at all.



^ ***sjj song 8 Jehovah Is Our Refuge***


SONG 8

Jehovah Is Our Refuge


(Psalm 91)


	1. Jehovah is our refuge,

Our God in whom we trust.

His shadow is our shelter;

Remain in it we must.

His faithful ones he will defend,

On this we know we can depend.

Jehovah is a stronghold,

Ever faithful, loyal, and just.



	2. Though thousands will have fallen

And many at our side,

The righteous and the meek ones

Will never be denied.

So in our hearts we need not fear;

Calamity will not come near.

From danger he will shield us,

For beneath God’s wings we’ll reside.



	3. He’ll keep us and protect us

From snares along our way,

From terrors in the nighttime,

And arrows by the day.

Yes, there will be no cause for dread,

No place where we will fear to tread.

Jehovah is our refuge,

Ever guarding us on our way.







(See also Ps. 97:10; 121:3, 5; Isa. 52:12.)





^ (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^ (Ps. 97:10) O you who love Jehovah, hate what is bad. He is guarding the lives* of his loyal ones; He rescues them from the hand* of the wicked.

Or “souls.”
Or “power.”


^ (Ps. 121:3) He will never allow your foot to slip.* The One guarding you will never be drowsy.

Or “totter.”


^ (Ps. 121:5) Jehovah is guarding you. Jehovah is the shade at your right hand.



^ (Isa. 52:12) For you will not depart in panic, Nor will you have to flee, For Jehovah will go ahead of you, And the God of Israel will be your rear guard.









^ ***w25 November p. 31 Questions From Readers***


Questions From Readers



What “thought” will Jehovah put into the hearts of the nations in the near future?

Regarding the start of the great tribulation, Revelation 17:16, 17 says: “The ten horns that you saw and the wild beast, these will hate the prostitute and will make her devastated and naked, and they will eat up her flesh and completely burn her with fire. For God put it into their hearts to carry out his thought, yes, to carry out their one thought by giving their kingdom to the wild beast.” In the past, our publications have said that the “thought” that Jehovah will put into the hearts of the nations is to destroy false religion.

However, an adjustment is needed. The “thought” that Jehovah will put into the hearts of the nations is for them to give “their kingdom to the wild beast.” To understand how this will be fulfilled, consider the following questions.

Who are the main characters in the prophecy? “The prostitute” is also called “Babylon the Great”; she represents the world empire of false religion. The “scarlet-colored wild beast” is a symbol of the peace organization that began to function in 1919 as the League of Nations and is now the United Nations. (Rev. 17:3-5) “The ten horns” represent all the governmental powers that support the wild beast.

What is the relationship between the prostitute and the scarlet-colored wild beast? The prostitute has been “sitting on” the wild beast, giving that beast her blessing and trying to influence, even dominate, it.

What will happen to the prostitute? The wild beast, along with the ten horns that support it, “will hate the prostitute.” Venting their hatred, they will plunder her wealth and expose her wickedness. And they will carry out Jehovah’s judgment respecting her, namely, that she be completely destroyed. (Rev. 17:1; 18:8) That will be the end of false religious institutions. However, before that happens, Jehovah will cause the nations to do something that is unprecedented in the history of human rulership.

What will Jehovah cause the nations to do? He will put into the hearts of the ten horns “his thought,” namely, that “they give their power and authority to the [scarlet-colored] wild beast”​—the United Nations. (Rev. 17:13) Think what that means. Will human governments simply decide on their own to hand over their power and authority to the wild beast? No! The prophecy shows that God himself will influence them to follow that course. (Prov. 21:1; compare Isaiah 44:28.) Will this be a gradual shift in power? No! Evidently it will be a sudden, decisive change. Then the newly empowered wild beast will execute Jehovah’s judgment on false religious organizations by removing them once and for all.

What, then, may we expect? We need not look for news reports that governments are slowly becoming more supportive of the United Nations. What we can expect is this: With startling suddenness, Jehovah will put it into the hearts of the nations to hand over their power to the wild beast. When that happens, we will know that the great tribulation is about to begin. Meanwhile, “let us stay awake and keep our senses” because sudden changes are soon to come!​—1 Thess. 5:6.





^  (Rev. 17:16, 17) And the ten horns that you saw and the wild beast, these will hate the prostitute and will make her devastated and naked, and they will eat up her flesh and completely burn her with fire. 17 For God put it into their hearts to carry out his thought, yes, to carry out their one thought by giving their kingdom to the wild beast, until the words of God will have been accomplished.



^  (Rev. 17:3-5) And he carried me away in the power of the spirit into a wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet-colored wild beast that was full of blasphemous names and that had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and she was adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, and she had in her hand a golden cup that was full of disgusting things and the unclean things of her sexual immorality.* 5 On her forehead was written a name, a mystery: “Babylon the Great, the mother of the prostitutes and of the disgusting things of the earth.”

Greek, por·neiʹa. See Glossary.


^  (Rev. 17:1) One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me: “Come, I will show you the judgment on the great prostitute who sits on many waters,



^  (Rev. 18:8) That is why in one day her plagues will come, death and mourning and famine, and she will be completely burned with fire, because Jehovah* God, who judged her, is strong.

See App. A5.


^  (Rev. 17:13) These have one thought, so they give their power and authority to the wild beast.



^  (Prov. 21:1) A king’s heart is like streams of water in Jehovah’s hand. He directs it wherever He pleases.



^  (Isa. 44:28) The One saying of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, And he will completely carry out all my will’; The One saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be rebuilt,’ And of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’”



^  (1 Thess. 5:6) So, then, let us not sleep on as the rest do, but let us stay awake and keep our senses.









^ ***w74 12/1 p. 722 The Spiritual Security Provided for Us by God***

new system of things for mankind. To this day the surviving witnesses of Jehovah in Europe are seeking to remain within this spiritual security, for in the oncoming “great tribulation” man-made material, financial, military means of security will not result in preservation of one’s life into God’s new order. “The treasures of the wicked one will be of no benefit, but righteousness is what will deliver from death.”​—Prov. 10:2.

 4. Why is the spiritual security to be preferred to the physical kind, and what Bible psalm describes it?

4 Spiritual security means having God’s protection of our spiritual life in harmony with His requirements for everlasting life. It is those who have spiritual security whom God approves, even though he may permit them to suffer death for their faithfulness to Him at enemy hands. Their spirituality maintained down till death is what he will reward with resurrection to the blessings and opportunities of life in his righteous new order. Spiritual security is to be preferred to the physical security that materialistic men try to provide. The spiritual security is the essential kind that we desire. This is the security that the beautiful ninety-first Psalm of the Bible describes for us.

 5. What is to be said of the composer of Psalm 91, and upon whom does it center our attention?

5 The inspired composer of Psalm 91 was likely the same man as the writer of Psalm 90, the last verse of which the ninety-first Psalm follows without any break by a superscription announcing who the composer is. In such a case it was the prophet Moses, whose name is given in the superscription of Psalm 90. But although circumstances seem to indicate this, there is no certainty of it. Nevertheless, it is one of the inspired writings of God’s Holy Word, and that is what counts, what makes it true and reliable. Written at least 460 years before our Common Era, it makes no direct mention of the long-promised Messiah, God’s Anointed One, or the Christ. It centers our attention upon the One who was the Divine Source for the spiritual security of even the Messiah, the Christ.

6, 7. How did Satan use Psalm 91:11, 12 in his trying to tempt Jesus Christ, and why without success?

6 For example, in the year 29 of our Common Era, God’s great Adversary applied Ps 91 verses eleven and twelve to a certain man in the Middle East. Satan the Devil, the Tempter, was out to wreck the spirituality of this man, deceptively by the misuse of God’s own inspired Word. In those verses 11, 12 of Psalm 91 the Tempter worked in the idea of physical security. He argued that especially a “son of God” would have such personal bodily protection and safeguarding. In proof of this to the Devil and to the Jewish people, the man should hurl himself down from the battlement of the temple at Jerusalem and let the angels carry him gently to the temple pavement against the laws of gravitation. This would be like a “sign from heaven.”

7 Of all persons, this Psalm 91 should fit this man who had recently been anointed with God’s spirit to be the Messiah, the Christ. So the Devil schemed what he thought was a real temptation for this man anointed of God. But the man, Jesus Christ, saw through the trick, saw the wrong thrust given to Psalm 91:11, 12. He refused to forsake his spiritual security.

 8. How did Jesus counter the temptation by Satan, and with what benefit to himself?

8 He did this by appealing to the inspired command given through the prophet Moses. The Bible record tells us: “Jesus said to him [that is, to the Devil]: ‘Again it is written, “You must not put Jehovah your God to the test.”’” (Matt. 4:7; Deut. 6:16) Jesus believed in holy angels all right, but he did not believe that those angels would protect him against himself if he improperly tried to defy God’s known law of gravitation to make a selfish, foolhardy 



^  (Prov. 10:2) The treasures gained by wickedness will be of no benefit, But righteousness is what rescues from death.



^ (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Ps. 90:0-17) A prayer of Moses, the man of the true God. 90 O Jehovah, you have been our dwelling place* throughout all generations.  2 Before the mountains were born Or you brought forth* the earth and the productive land, From everlasting to everlasting,* you are God.  3 You make mortal man return to dust; You say: “Return, you sons of men.”  4 For a thousand years are in your eyes just as yesterday when it is past, Just as a watch during the night.  5 You sweep them away; they become like mere sleep; In the morning they are like grass that sprouts.  6 In the morning it blossoms and is renewed, But by evening it withers and dries up.  7 For we are consumed by your anger And terrified by your rage.  8 You place our errors in front of you;* Our secrets are exposed by the light of your face.  9 Our days ebb* away because of your fury; And our years come to an end like a whisper.* 10 The span of our life is 70 years, Or 80 if one is especially strong.* But they are filled with trouble and sorrow; They quickly pass by, and away we fly. 11 Who can fathom the power of your anger? Your fury is as great as the fear you deserve. 12 Teach us how to count our days So that we may acquire a heart of wisdom. 13 Return, O Jehovah! How long will this last? Have pity on your servants. 14 Satisfy us with your loyal love in the morning, So that we may shout joyfully and rejoice during all our days. 15 Make us rejoice in proportion to the days you have afflicted us, For as many years as we have experienced calamity. 16 May your servants see your activity, And may their sons see your splendor. 17 May the favor of Jehovah our God be upon us; May you prosper* the work of our hands. Yes, prosper* the work of our hands.

Or possibly, “our refuge.”
Or “brought forth as with labor pains.”
Or “From eternity to eternity.”
Or “You are aware of our errors.”
Or “Our life ebbs.”
Or “a sigh.”
Or “because of special mightiness.”
Or “firmly establish.”
Or “firmly establish.”


^  (Ps. 90:0) A prayer of Moses, the man of the true God.



^ (Ps. 91:11, 12) For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone.



^  (Ps. 91:11, 12) For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone.



^  (Ps. 91:11, 12) For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone.



^  (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^  (Ps. 91:11, 12) For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone.



^  (Matt. 4:7) Jesus said to him: “Again it is written: ‘You must not put Jehovah your God to the test.’”



^  (Deut. 6:16) “You must not put Jehovah your God to the test the way you put him to the test at Masʹsah.















^ ***sjj song 36 We Guard Our Hearts***


SONG 36

We Guard Our Hearts


(Proverbs 4:23)


	1. We guard our hearts, it means our life;

We shun the path of sin.

God reads the heart, and there he finds

The person deep within.

Sometimes the heart deceives the mind,

And we begin to stray.

So may our mind direct our heart

And keep Jehovah’s way.



	2. Prepared in heart, we search for God

By means of earnest prayer.

Each day we give him praise and thanks,

Revealing ev’ry care.

The things Jehovah teaches us,

We gladly will obey.

We cultivate a loyal heart,

To please him ev’ry day.



	3. Our hearts we shield from harmful thoughts,

We dwell on what is true.

We love God’s Word to touch our hearts,

To strengthen and renew.

Jehovah loves his loyal ones;

On this we can depend.

We’ll worship him wholeheartedly

Forever as his friend.







(See also Ps. 34:1; Phil. 4:8; 1 Pet. 3:4.)





^ (Prov. 4:23) Above all the things that you guard, safeguard your heart, For out of it are the sources of life.



^ (Ps. 34:1) I will praise Jehovah at all times; His praise will be on my lips constantly.



^ (Phil. 4:8) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^ (1 Pet. 3:4) but let it be the secret person of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of God.









^ ***sjj song 88 Make Me Know Your Ways***


SONG 88

Make Me Know Your Ways


(Psalm 25:4)


	1. We’re gathered together, Jehovah our God,

Accepting your warm invitation.

Your Word is a lamp that lights up our pathway,

The source of divine education.

(CHORUS)

Teach me your ways, and make me understand;

Incline my ear to hear your wise command.

Cause me to walk in ways of truth and right,

And make your law my principal delight.





	2. Unreachably high is your wisdom, O God;

Your judgments we find reassuring.

Your Word is a source of unending wonder;

Your sayings of truth are enduring.

(CHORUS)

Teach me your ways, and make me understand;

Incline my ear to hear your wise command.

Cause me to walk in ways of truth and right,

And make your law my principal delight.









(See also Ex. 33:13; Ps. 1:2; 119:27, 35, 73, 105.)





^ (Ps. 25:4) Make me know your ways, O Jehovah; Teach me your paths.



^ (Ex. 33:13) Please, if I have found favor in your eyes, make me know your ways, so that I may know you and continue to find favor in your eyes. Consider, too, that this nation is your people.”



^ (Ps. 1:2) But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Ps. 119:27) Make me understand the meaning* of your orders, So that I may ponder over* your wonderful works.

Lit., “way.”
Or “study.”


^ (Ps. 119:35) Guide me* in the pathway of your commandments, For in it I take delight.

Or “Make me walk.”


^ (Ps. 119:73) Your hands made me and formed me. Give me understanding, So that I may learn your commandments.



^ (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.









^ ***w25 August p. 31 Questions From Readers***


Questions From Readers



When will the current preaching work end?

Jesus stated: “This good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.” (Matt. 24:14) The Greek word translated “end” in this verse, as well as in verses 6 and 13, is teʹlos. It refers to the final end of Satan’s world at Armageddon. (Rev. 16:14, 16) Thus, we will continue to preach the good news until just before that final end. This adjusts our earlier understanding.

Previously, we understood that we would stop preaching the good news when the great tribulation began with the destruction of Babylon the Great. (Rev. 17:3, 5, 15, 16) This event, we believed, would mark the end of the figurative “year of Jehovah’s goodwill.” (Isa. 61:2) We also felt that those who would survive the great tribulation would prove their devotion to Jehovah before that event. We compared them to the Jews who survived the destruction of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. These individuals had been marked for survival earlier because they worshipped Jehovah and hated wickedness. (Ezek. 5:11; 9:4) That comparison, however, does not harmonize with Jesus’ words found at Matthew 24:14, which indicate that people may have the opportunity to respond to the good news until just before the final end at Armageddon.

Our clarified understanding of Matthew 24:14 also adjusts our understanding of the hailstonelike message foretold at Revelation 16:21. Further examination has revealed that the two scriptures complement each other. How so? The answer lies in how people respond to the Kingdom message. To “those who are being saved,” wrote the apostle Paul, the message is good news, “a fragrance of life.” But to God’s enemies, it is bad news, “an odor of death.” (2 Cor. 2:15, 16) They hate the Kingdom message because it exposes their world for what it is​—wicked, ruled by Satan, and headed for destruction.​—John 7:7; 1 John 2:17; 5:19.

Note, too, that the symbolic hailstorm will be “unusually great.” This suggests that during the great tribulation, the preaching work may become more hard-hitting, that is, Jehovah’s name will be made known as never before. (Ezek. 39:7) At that late point in time, after the destruction of Babylon the Great, will some be drawn to the message as to a sweet fragrance? This is quite possible. Perhaps they may recall or learn that for many years Jehovah’s Witnesses had announced the end of false religion.

By way of comparison, consider what happened in ancient Egypt following the Ten Plagues. After Jehovah “[executed] judgment on all the gods of Egypt,” his people were joined by “a vast mixed company” of non-Israelites. (Ex. 12:12, 37, 38) These foreigners may have turned to Jehovah when they saw Moses’ warnings about the Ten Plagues come true.

Any who turn to Jehovah after the destruction of Babylon the Great will have the privilege of doing good to Christ’s brothers who will still be on earth. (Matt. 25:34-36, 40) Of course, that opportunity to be judged as sheep will end shortly before Armageddon when the remaining anointed ones receive their heavenly reward.

This clarified understanding powerfully illustrates Jehovah’s great love and mercy. Yes, he “does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.”​—2 Pet. 3:9.





^  (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (Matt. 24:6) You are going to hear of wars and reports of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for these things must take place, but the end is not yet.



^  (Matt. 24:13) But the one who has endured to the end will be saved.



^  (Rev. 16:14) They are, in fact, expressions inspired by demons and they perform signs, and they go out to the kings of the entire inhabited earth, to gather them together to the war of the great day of God the Almighty.



^  (Rev. 16:16) And they gathered them together to the place that is called in Hebrew Armageddon.*

Greek, Har Ma·ge·donʹ, from a Hebrew term meaning “Mountain of Megiddo.”


^  (Rev. 17:3) And he carried me away in the power of the spirit into a wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet-colored wild beast that was full of blasphemous names and that had seven heads and ten horns.



^  (Rev. 17:5) On her forehead was written a name, a mystery: “Babylon the Great, the mother of the prostitutes and of the disgusting things of the earth.”



^  (Rev. 17:15, 16) He said to me: “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is sitting, mean peoples and crowds and nations and tongues.* 16 And the ten horns that you saw and the wild beast, these will hate the prostitute and will make her devastated and naked, and they will eat up her flesh and completely burn her with fire.

Or “languages.”


^  (Isa. 61:2) To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,

Or “favor.”


^  (Ezek. 5:11) “‘Therefore as surely as I am alive,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘because it was my sanctuary that you defiled with all your disgusting idols and with all your detestable practices, I will also reject* you; my eye will not feel sorry, and I will show no compassion.

Or “diminish.”


^  (Ezek. 9:4) Jehovah said to him: “Go through the city, through Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who are sighing and groaning over all the detestable things that are being done in the city.”



^  (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (Rev. 16:21) Then great hailstones, each about the weight of a talent,* fell from heaven on the people, and the people blasphemed God because of the plague of hail, for the plague was unusually great.

A Greek talent equaled 20.4 kg (654 oz t). See App. B14.


^  (2 Cor. 2:15, 16) For to God we are a sweet fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; 16 to the latter ones an odor of death leading to death, to the former ones a fragrance of life leading to life. And who is adequately qualified for these things?



^  (John 7:7) The world has no reason to hate you, but it hates me, because I bear witness about it that its works are wicked.



^  (1 John 2:17) Furthermore, the world is passing away and so is its desire, but the one who does the will of God remains forever.



^  (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.



^  (Ezek. 39:7) I will make my holy name known among my people Israel, and I will not allow my holy name to be profaned any longer; and the nations will have to know that I am Jehovah, the Holy One in Israel.’



^  (Ex. 12:12) For I will pass through the land of Egypt on this night and strike every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from man to beast; and I will execute judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am Jehovah.



^  (Ex. 12:37, 38) Then the Israelites departed from Ramʹe·ses for Sucʹcoth, about 600,000 men on foot, besides children. 38 And a vast mixed company* also went with them, as well as flocks and herds, a great number of livestock.

That is, a mixed company of non-Israelites, including Egyptians.


^  (Matt. 25:34-36) “Then the King will say to those on his right: ‘Come, you who have been blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the founding of the world. 35 For I became hungry and you gave me something to eat; I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you received me hospitably; 36 naked and you clothed me. I fell sick and you looked after me. I was in prison and you visited me.’



^  (Matt. 25:40) In reply the King will say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’



^  (2 Pet. 3:9) Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.














^ ***sjj song 84 Reaching Out***


SONG 84

Reaching Out


(Matthew 9:37, 38)


	1. Jehovah knows just what we need

To bring us joy and to succeed.

So he provides so many ways

In which to serve and spend our days.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.





	2. There’s work to do in ev’ry land.

Where there’s a need, we lend a hand.

By reaching out, we show we care.

We want to help and want to share.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.





	3. And here at home, in towns nearby,

We plan, we build, new skills we try.

We learn to speak a foreign tongue

And bring good news to ev’ryone.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.









(See also John 4:35; Acts 2:8; Rom. 10:14.)





^ (Matt. 9:37, 38) Then he said to his disciples: “Yes, the harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore, beg the Master of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.”



^ (John 4:35) Do you not say that there are yet four months before the harvest comes? Look! I say to you: Lift up your eyes and view the fields, that they are white for harvesting. Already



^ (Acts 2:8) How is it, then, that each one of us is hearing his own native language?



^ (Rom. 10:14) However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach?









^ ***nwtsty John 17:3***

3 This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^ ***sjj song 57 Preaching to All Sorts of People***


SONG 57

Preaching to All Sorts of People


(1 Timothy 2:4)


	1. We really want to imitate our God,

To be impartial, as we know he is.

To save all sorts of people is his will;

He welcomes all to come and to be his.

(CHORUS)

It’s the person, not the place;

It’s the heart and not the face.

God’s message to all people we extend.

So because we really care,

We keep preaching ev’rywhere:

“All sorts of people can become God’s friend.”





	2. It doesn’t matter where they may be found

Or what at first they might appear to be.

What really counts is what they are at heart—

The inner self, the one Jehovah sees.

(CHORUS)

It’s the person, not the place;

It’s the heart and not the face.

God’s message to all people we extend.

So because we really care,

We keep preaching ev’rywhere:

“All sorts of people can become God’s friend.”





	3. Jehovah welcomes all who make the choice

To leave the world and all its ways behind.

This we have learned, and this we want to share,

And so we preach to people of all kinds.

(CHORUS)

It’s the person, not the place;

It’s the heart and not the face.

God’s message to all people we extend.

So because we really care,

We keep preaching ev’rywhere:

“All sorts of people can become God’s friend.”









(See also John 12:32; Acts 10:34; 1 Tim. 4:10; Titus 2:11.)





^ (1 Tim. 2:4) whose will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.



^ (John 12:32) And yet I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all sorts of men to myself.”



^ (Acts 10:34) At this Peter began to speak, and he said: “Now I truly understand that God is not partial,



^ (1 Tim. 4:10) This is why we are working hard and exerting ourselves, because we have rested our hope on a living God, who is a Savior of all sorts of men, especially of faithful ones.



^ (Titus 2:11) For the undeserved kindness of God has been manifested, bringing salvation to all sorts of people.









^ ***w97 10/1 pp. 16-18 Loyally Upholding God’s Inspired Word***

 4. How important is the name of God in the Bible?

4 One of the principal objectives of the Bible is to help people come to know the true God. (Exodus 20:2-7; 34:1-7; Isaiah 52:6) Jesus Christ taught his followers to pray that his Father’s name “be sanctified,” be held sacred, or treated as holy. (Matthew 6:9) God had his personal name included in the Bible more than 7,000 times. He wants people to know that name and the qualities of the One who bears it.—Malachi 1:11.

 5. How have various translators presented the divine name?

5 Many Bible translators have shown sincere respect for the divine name and have used it consistently in their work. Some translators favor Yahweh. Others have chosen a form of the divine name that is adapted to their own language while still clearly identified with what appears in the Hebrew text, possibly a form that is well-known through long use. The New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures uses Jehovah 7,210 times in its main text.

 6. (a) In recent years, what have translators done with references to the divine name? (b) How widespread is this practice?

6 In recent years, although Bible translators retain the names of such pagan deities as Baal and Molech, with increasing frequency they are removing the personal name of the true God from translations of his inspired Word. (Exodus 3:15; Jeremiah 32:35) In such passages as Matthew 6:9 and John 17:6, 26, a widely distributed Albanian version renders the Greek expression for “the name of you” (that is, the name of God) as simply “you,” as if those texts made no mention of a name. At Psalm 83:18, The New English Bible and Today’s English Version eliminate both God’s personal name and any reference to the fact that God has a name. Although the divine name appeared in older translations of the Hebrew Scriptures in most languages, newer translations often eliminate it or relegate it to a marginal notation. This is the case in English, as well as in many languages of Europe, Africa, South America, India, and the islands of the Pacific.

 7. (a) How are the translators of some African Bibles dealing with the divine name? (b) How do you feel about that?

7 Translators of the Bible into some African languages are going a step further. Instead of just replacing the divine name with a Scriptural title, such as God or Lord, they are inserting names taken from local religious beliefs. In The New Testament and Psalms in Zulu (1986 version), the title God (uNkulunkulu) was used interchangeably with a personal name (uMvelinqangi) that Zulus understand to refer to ‘the great ancestor who is worshiped through human ancestors.’ An article in the magazine The Bible Translator, of October 1992, reported that in preparing the Chichewa Bible that is to be called Buku Loyera, translators were using Chauta as a personal name to take the place of Jehovah. Chauta, the article explained, is “the God they’ve always known and worshipped.” Yet, many of these people also worship what they believe to be spirits of the dead. Is it true that if people make petitions to a “Supreme Being,” then whatever name they use for the “Supreme Being” is a valid equivalent for the personal name Jehovah, regardless of what else their worship may involve? Definitely not! (Isaiah 42:8; 1 Corinthians 10:20) Replacing God’s personal name with something that makes people feel that their traditional beliefs are actually right does not help them to draw closer to the true God.

 8. Why has God’s purpose to have his name made known not been frustrated?

8 All of this has neither changed nor frustrated Jehovah’s purpose to have his name made known. In the languages of Europe, Africa, the Americas, the Orient, and the islands of the sea, there are still in circulation many Bibles that include the divine name. There are also upwards of 5,400,000 of Jehovah’s Witnesses in 233 countries and territories who collectively devote more than a billion hours a year to telling others about the name and purpose of the true God. They print and distribute Bibles—ones using the divine name—in languages spoken by some 3,600,000,000 of the earth’s population, including English, Chinese, Russian, Spanish, Portuguese, French, and Dutch. They also print aids to Bible study in languages that are known by the vast majority of earth’s population. Soon God himself will take action in a way that will decisively fulfill his declaration that the nations “will have to know that [he is] Jehovah.”—Ezekiel 38:23.



^  (Ex. 20:2-7) “I am Jehovah your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 You must not have any other gods besides me.* 4 “You must not make for yourself a carved image or a form* like anything that is in the heavens above or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth. 5 You must not bow down to them nor be enticed to serve them, for I, Jehovah your God, am a God who requires exclusive devotion, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing loyal love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7 “You must not take up the name of Jehovah your God in a worthless way, for Jehovah will not leave unpunished the one who takes up His name in a worthless way.

Or “in defiance of me.” Lit., “against my face.”
Or “representation.”


^  (Ex. 34:1-7) Then Jehovah said to Moses: “Carve out for yourself two tablets of stone like the first ones, and I will write on the tablets the words that appeared on the first tablets, which you shattered. 2 Get ready for the morning, as you will go up in the morning to Mount Siʹnai and station yourself before me there on the top of the mountain. 3 But nobody may go up with you, and nobody else should be seen anywhere on the mountain. Not even the flocks or herds should graze in front of that mountain.” 4 So Moses carved out two tablets of stone like the first ones and got up early in the morning and went up Mount Siʹnai, just as Jehovah had commanded him, and he took the two tablets of stone in his hand. 5 Then Jehovah came down in the cloud and stationed himself with him there and declared the name of Jehovah. 6 Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,* 7 showing loyal love to thousands, pardoning error and transgression and sin, but he will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons and upon grandsons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation.”

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^  (Isa. 52:6) For that reason my people will know my name; For that reason they will know in that day that I am the One speaking. Look, it is I!”



^  (Matt. 6:9) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.



^  (Mal. 1:11) “For from the rising of the sun to its setting,* my name will be great among the nations. In every place sacrifices will be made to smoke, and offerings will be made to my name, as a pure gift; because my name will be great among the nations,” says Jehovah of armies.

Or “from east to west.”


^  (Ex. 3:15) Then God said once more to Moses: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘Jehovah the God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from generation to generation.



^  (Jer. 32:35) Furthermore, they built the high places of Baʹal in the Valley of the Son of Hinʹnom,* in order to make their sons and their daughters pass through the fire to Moʹlech, something that I had not commanded them and that had never come into my heart* to do such a detestable thing, causing Judah to sin.’

See Glossary, “Gehenna.”
Or “had never entered my thoughts.”


^  (Matt. 6:9) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.



^  (John 17:6) “I have made your name manifest* to the men whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have observed your word.

Or “known.”


^  (John 17:26) I have made your name known to them and will make it known, so that the love with which you loved me may be in them and I in union with them.”



^  (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^  (Isa. 42:8) I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else,* Nor my praise to graven images.

Or “I do not share my glory with anyone else.”


^  (1 Cor. 10:20) No; but I say that what the nations sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers with the demons.



^  (Ezek. 38:23) And I will certainly magnify myself and sanctify myself and make myself known before the eyes of many nations; and they will have to know that I am Jehovah.’















^ ***sjj song 107 The Divine Pattern of Love***


SONG 107

The Divine Pattern of Love


(1 John 4:19)


	1. The pattern of love, we learn from Jehovah

Shows the way, guides our way.

In all he has done, his dealings have shown us

How to display his loving way.

He gave us his Son, his dearest possession

To cover our sin, forgiving transgression.

What proof of his love​—its greatest expression!

His way is love, Yes, God’s way is love.



	2. When we walk his way, our love for each other

Will be true, warm and true,

Will move us to care for all of our brothers,

Old ones and new, not just a few.

True love for our God and love for our brother,

We can’t have the one and not have the other.

The faults of our friends, we readily cover,

Proving our love, Our brotherly love.



	3. The pattern of love, the bond that unites us

Lets us be family.

Our Father above now warmly invites us:

“Come taste and see real unity.”

Come share in the love and joy that define us;

God’s spirit and Word, he gives to refine us.

Our brothers and friends are here to remind us,

God’s way is love. Jehovah is love.







(See also Rom. 12:10; Eph. 4:3; 2 Pet. 1:7.)





^ (1 John 4:19) We love, because he first loved us.



^ (Rom. 12:10) In brotherly love have tender affection for one another. In showing honor to one another, take the lead.



^ (Eph. 4:3) earnestly endeavoring to maintain the oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.



^ (2 Pet. 1:7) to your godly devotion brotherly affection, to your brotherly affection love.









^ ***sjj song 16 Praise Jah for His Son, the Anointed***


SONG 16

Praise Jah for His Son, the Anointed


(Revelation 21:2)


	1. Jehovah anointed his Son

To rule over ev’ryone.

His throne is established on justice,

That God’s will on earth may be done.

(CHORUS)

Praise Jah for his Son, the Anointed.

Praise Jesus, O you faithful sheep,

Who loyally follow day after day

and all his commandments keep.

Praise Jah for his Son, the Anointed,

the Ruler of heavenly fame,

Anointed with exultation and might

to honor God’s holy name.





	2. Christ’s brothers are chosen and called.

God gives them their own new birth.

This bride class will share in the Kingdom

And bring Paradise to this earth.

(CHORUS)

Praise Jah for his Son, the Anointed.

Praise Jesus, O you faithful sheep,

Who loyally follow day after day

and all his commandments keep.

Praise Jah for his Son, the Anointed,

the Ruler of heavenly fame,

Anointed with exultation and might

to honor God’s holy name.









(See also Prov. 29:4; Isa. 66:7, 8; John 10:4; Rev. 5:9, 10.)





^ (Rev. 21:2) I also saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God and prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.



^ (Prov. 29:4) By justice a king brings stability to a land, But a man seeking bribes brings it to ruin.



^ (Isa. 66:7, 8) Before she went into labor, she gave birth. Before birth pangs came to her, she delivered a male child.  8 Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? Will a land be brought to birth in one day? Or will a nation be born all at once? Yet, as soon as Zion went into labor, she gave birth to her sons.



^ (John 10:4) When he has brought all his own out, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice.



^ (Rev. 5:9, 10) And they sing a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals, for you were slaughtered and with your blood you bought people for God out of every tribe and tongue* and people and nation, 10 and you made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God, and they are to rule as kings over the earth.”

Or “language.”














^ ***sjj song 22 The Kingdom Is in Place—Let It Come!***


SONG 22

The Kingdom Is in Place​—Let It Come!


(Revelation 11:15; 12:10)


	1. Jehovah, you always have been,

And always you will be.

You’ve given the throne to your Son;

He rules by your decree.

The Kingdom has been brought to birth;

His rulership will fill the earth.

(CHORUS)

For now have come to pass

Salvation and kingdom and might.

The Kingdom is in place.

We pray: “Let it come, Let it come!”





	2. The time for the Devil is short;

We know what this will mean.

Though living in times of distress,

We see the things unseen.

The Kingdom has been brought to birth;

His rulership will fill the earth.

(CHORUS)

For now have come to pass

Salvation and kingdom and might.

The Kingdom is in place.

We pray: “Let it come, Let it come!”





	3. The angels in heaven rejoice

And sing with joyful cries.

The heavens above are relieved

From Satan and his lies.

The Kingdom has been brought to birth;

His rulership will fill the earth.

(CHORUS)

For now have come to pass

Salvation and kingdom and might.

The Kingdom is in place.

We pray: “Let it come, Let it come!”









(See also Dan. 2:34, 35; 2 Cor. 4:18.)





^ (Rev. 11:15) The seventh angel blew his trumpet. And there were loud voices in heaven, saying: “The kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will rule as king forever and ever.”



^ (Rev. 12:10) I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our God!



^ (Dan. 2:34, 35) You looked on until a stone was cut out, not by hands, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and of clay and crushed them. 35 At that time the iron, the clay, the copper, the silver, and the gold were, all together, crushed and became like the chaff from the summer threshing floor, and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a large mountain, and it filled the whole earth.



^ (2 Cor. 4:18) while we keep our eyes, not on the things seen, but on the things unseen. For the things seen are temporary, but the things unseen are everlasting.









^ ***sjj song 124 Ever Loyal***


SONG 124

Ever Loyal


(Psalm 18:25)


	1. Ever loyal to Jehovah,

Loyal love we wish to show.

As a people, dedicated,

His commands we want to know.

His advice will never fail us,

And his counsel we obey.

He is loyal; we can trust him.

From his side we’ll never stray.



	2. Ever loyal to our brothers,

Sticking close in times of need.

Ever caring, always trusting,

Ever kind in word and deed.

We show honor to our brothers

And respect them from the heart.

Ever loyal, ever closer,

From their side we’ll never part.



	3. Ever loyal to their guidance

When our brothers lead the way.

When they give us clear direction,

May we loyally obey.

Then the blessing from Jehovah

Will be ours to make us strong.

When we’re loyal, ever faithful,

To Jehovah we’ll belong.







(See also Ps. 149:1; 1 Tim. 2:8; Heb. 13:17.)





^ (Ps. 18:25) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly;



^ (Ps. 149:1) Praise Jah!* Sing to Jehovah a new song; Praise him in the congregation of the loyal ones.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (1 Tim. 2:8) So I desire that in every place the men carry on prayer, lifting up loyal hands, without anger and debates.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.
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