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APRIL 6-12, 2026




SONG 82 “Let Your Light Shine”



How to Help Our Unbelieving Relatives



“Let us not give up in doing what is fine.”​—GAL. 6:9.




FOCUS

How to maintain good relationships with unbelieving relatives and how to help them spiritually, if possible.




1-2. What may have affected our relationships with our relatives when we first learned the truth?


Your answer



JESUS said to a man who wanted to become his follower: “Go home to your relatives, and report to them all the things Jehovah has done for you.” (Mark 5:19) In saying that, Jesus acknowledged a natural human trait​—the desire to share good news with our loved ones.

2 Do you recall how you felt when you first learned the good news? You likely could not keep it to yourself! Your loved ones, however, may not have responded positively. Or the way you presented the truth may have caused friction between you and them. If so, how can you maintain or restore good relationships with your relatives without compromising Christian standards?

 3. What will we discuss in this article?


Your answer



3 In this article, we will see: (1) How compassion can motivate us to take a personal interest in our unbelieving relatives,* even if they do not respond; (2) how to look beyond negative words and actions; (3) how our patient and hopeful attitude can help our relatives recognize the truth; and (4) how we can show them that we love them.

LET COMPASSION MOTIVATE YOU TO HELP THEM

 4. How did Jesus respond to those who were indifferent to his message?


Your answer



4 Jesus did not quickly give up on those who were indifferent to his message. He compared himself to a worker in a vineyard who spared no effort in order to get an unproductive fig tree to bear fruit. (Luke 13:6-9) When Jesus gave that illustration, he had been trying to cultivate faith among his fellow Jews for more than three years. Why did he keep trying to help them? Jesus had compassion for people, and that helped him to be patient with them.

 5. What motivated Jesus to show compassion to his fellow Jews?


Your answer



5 Jesus felt compassion for his fellow Jews because the religious leaders had failed to help them develop true faith in God. Jesus saw that the people were “as sheep without a shepherd.” (Mark 6:34) Shortly before his death, Jesus even wept over Jerusalem because he knew that most of its inhabitants would lose their lives because of a lack of faith. (Luke 19:41-44) When we develop similar warm feelings for our relatives, we will be motivated to help them.

 6. Why should we be patient with our unbelieving relatives? (Galatians 6:9)


Your answer



6 Read Galatians 6:9. Even if our relatives are not yet interested in our beliefs, we should be patient with them and not give up in “doing what is fine.” We know that it takes time for a person to overcome deep-seated prejudice and to build faith. At one time, were you like those who had “no hope and were without God in the world”? (Eph. 2:12) If so, no doubt someone came to your aid. Are you not also moved to help fill the spiritual needs of your family, if possible?

LOOK BEYOND NEGATIVE WORDS AND ACTIONS

 7. What may have prevented Jesus’ half brothers from putting faith in him?


Your answer



7 Jesus’ half brothers likely heard about the miracles Jesus performed in Galilee. (Luke 4:14, 22-24) At first, though, they did not put faith in him. (John 7:5) Why? The Bible does not say. But it reveals at least two things that held back some Jews from becoming Jesus’ disciples. Some were afraid of being rejected by the community. (John 9:18-22) Others had known Jesus from his youth and could not imagine him as God’s representative. (Mark 6:1-4) Jesus’ half brothers may also have been affected by this kind of thinking. Could similar factors affect our loved ones?

 8. What may cause unbelieving relatives to speak or act unkindly?


Your answer



8 Consider the motives behind their words and actions. Jesus’ brothers may have been among the relatives who once said that he had “gone out of his mind.” (Mark 3:21) Why might they have come to that conclusion? The context shows that Jesus was so much in demand that he did not even have time to eat a meal. (Mark 3:20) Did his relatives think that he was being fanatical? It is possible. Our relatives may think that we take our religion far too seriously. If they feel that way, we do well to show by our actions how reasonable we truly are.

 9. What might help our relatives to change how they feel about us? (1 Peter 3:1, 2) (See also pictures.)


Your answer



9 Let your conduct speak for you. Our kind words and actions can move our relatives to change the way they feel about us. (Read 1 Peter 3:1, 2.) An unbelieving husband could easily feel left out or upset when his wife attends congregation meetings or goes out in the ministry. Because she does not want him to feel that way, she might adjust her schedule of spiritual activities in order to spend more time with him. For example, she could share in the ministry when her husband is busy or not at home. By being flexible and reasonable, a Christian wife might help her husband to reconsider his opinion of the Witnesses.



[image: Collage: 1. A sister prepares lunch and coffee for her non-Witness husband before he goes to work. 2. Later, she participates in the ministry with another sister and shares a Bible truth on her phone with a woman at her door.]

Our kind words and actions can change how an unbelieving mate feels about Witnesses (See paragraph 9)*







10. When we are criticized, how can we imitate Jesus?


Your answer



10 Do not feel pressured to respond to all criticism. When Jesus was falsely accused of eating and drinking too much, he did not become defensive. Instead, he encouraged people to look at the facts. (Matt. 11:19) He also showed by his example that he had a balanced view of life. (Compare John 2:2, 6-10.) Likewise, do not feel that you have to respond to every criticism. Rather, show your relatives through your actions that you are balanced and happy and let them draw their own conclusions. They may be moved to reject false information that they have heard about us.

REMAIN PATIENT AND HOPEFUL

11. How did Jesus deal with his unbelieving siblings?


Your answer



11 The Gospel accounts indicate that Jesus remained patient with his brothers. For example, they too were evidently in Cana when Jesus performed his first miracle. (John 2:11, 12) As mentioned earlier, Jesus’ siblings did not put faith in him. However, Jesus did not cut ties with them. The Bible reveals that about three years after his first miracle in Cana, Jesus was speaking kindly to his brothers.​—John 7:5-8.

12. What can help us to remain hopeful that some of our relatives will have a change of heart?


Your answer



12 Our clear understanding of Jehovah’s mercy can help us to remain hopeful. When false religion comes to an end, our relatives may recall that we had told them about this event.* (Rev. 17:16) They may even join us in pure worship after the great tribulation starts. And if our relatives are facing hard times now, we will certainly do all we can to be there for them. Perhaps they will be more receptive to Bible truths as they see that our love and kindness are genuine.

SHOW THEM THAT YOU LOVE THEM

13. Though we are busy in Jehovah’s service, what should we be careful about?


Your answer



13 Even though we are busy serving Jehovah, we do not want to give our relatives the impression that we have no time for them or that we no longer love them. (Matt. 7:12) How can we show that we care about them? Consider a few ways.

14-15. What is one way to show that we love our unbelieving relatives? Give an example.


Your answer



14 Keep in touch, and express your love for them. We show that we love our relatives by regularly letting them know how we are doing. For example, we could send them a text message along with a few pictures taken during a vacation, a trip, or a get-together with friends. A modest gift or a kind letter may be all that is needed to improve the relationship. By taking the initiative in such ways, we tell them that we love them.

15 Consider the example of Anna, a sister in Armenia. Her family spends a lot of time together, especially during birthdays and holidays. When Anna accepted the truth, her relatives began to worry about how her new faith would affect their relationship. They were also worried about how her decision to become a Witness would affect her future. How does Anna ease their concerns? “When I visit my relatives,” she says, “I share information about my life and what has kept me busy. I also invite them to my place and introduce them to my friends. As a result, most of my relatives are well-acquainted with those I am close with and feel comfortable with them.” She adds: “Many of my relatives have commented on how happy I am, and they no longer worry about me.”

16. How did Jesus show personal interest in his half brother James? (See also footnote.)


Your answer



16 Take an interest in their lives. After being resurrected, Jesus showed interest in his brother James by appearing to him personally. (1 Cor. 15:7) Can you imagine how James must have felt when he realized that Jesus had not given up on him? This reunion likely convinced James that Jesus was the Messiah. After that meeting, James may have helped other members of his family to come to the right conclusion about Jesus’ identity.*​—Acts 1:14.

17. How can we apply the principle found at Romans 12:15? (See also picture.)


Your answer



17 Read Romans 12:15. If we show interest in our loved ones when they need it most​—both in good times and in bad times—​we may help them to change their attitude toward us.* For example, we could congratulate them on the birth of a child and give them a gift to show that we share in their happiness. When family members lose a loved one in death, we could speak consolingly to them, offer some practical help, or send them a comforting card. And of course, we could check on them regularly, especially when they are facing hard times.



[image: The sister from the previous images, taking a selfie with her unbelieving husband and her mother-in-law, who is sitting in a wheelchair.]

If you show interest in your loved ones when they need it most, they may change their attitude toward you and your faith (See paragraph 17)*







Would You Attend a Wedding or a Funeral?


Weddings and funerals are occasions that usually bring families together. Before deciding to attend such a ceremony, you might consider the following Bible principles.

	  Will the ceremony include a religious service, or will it be merely a secular event? (2 Cor. 6:14, 15)



	  If you were to attend, would you be able to resist the pressure to join in religious or unscriptural customs? (Prov. 22:3)



	  Are your unbelieving relatives aware that you will not share in unscriptural practices?



	  If you were to attend an event in a religious building, how might your decision affect fellow believers? (Phil. 1:10)





Whatever you decide, always try to explain your position to your loved ones in a clear and tactful way. Above all, do your best to preserve a good conscience before God.*





18. How can we imitate the disciple Andrew?


Your answer



18 Introduce them to fellow believers. When the disciple Andrew identified Jesus as the Messiah, Andrew eagerly introduced his brother Peter to Jesus. (John 1:40-42) Can we do something similar? For example, could we occasionally invite a relative to a meeting or to a meal with our friends? As we introduce him to fellow believers, he will see that Witnesses are normal, decent people.

19. Even if our relatives do not fully understand some of our beliefs, how should we treat them? (1 Peter 3:15)


Your answer



19 Read 1 Peter 3:15. Our family members may not fully understand why we refuse to do certain things, but they will always remember our kind and respectful ways. They may also appreciate our effort to make up for the time we cannot spend with them on some occasions. For example, we cannot participate in unscriptural celebrations and customs, but we can visit them, have meals together, and give gifts at other times.

NEVER GIVE UP ON YOUR RELATIVES

20. Why is James’ example encouraging for us?


Your answer



20 James missed the opportunity to accompany Jesus in his ministry, but he eventually became a disciple. (Gal. 1:18, 19; 2:9) Though not an early disciple, James obviously took to heart Jesus’ teachings. For example, under inspiration he wrote a letter that alludes to the Sermon on the Mount.*

21. Why should we not give up on our unbelieving relatives?


Your answer



21 Despite our best efforts, our unbelieving relatives may not show interest in the truth or respond favorably when we show personal interest in them. Why should we not give up on them? Because we will be imitating our merciful God, Jehovah, and his Son, Jesus, each time we show our relatives kindness. (Luke 6:33, 36) Over time, our loving conduct may move them to change how they feel about us. They may even remember the beliefs we shared with them in the past. If we do not give up on them, we may have the joy of seeing some of our dear relatives join us in true worship!



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  How can compassion motivate us to help our unbelieving relatives?


Your answer





	  Why do we need to remain patient and hopeful with our unbelieving relatives?


Your answer





	  How can we show our unbelieving relatives that we love them?


Your answer












SONG 60 It Means Their Life



^  EXPRESSION EXPLAINED: As used in the Bible, the terms “unbeliever” or “unbelieving” do not necessarily refer to a person who has no religious beliefs or who does not believe in God. (1 Cor. 7:12; see study note on “an unbelieving wife.”) As used in this article, such terms refer to a person who does not worship Jehovah God the way Jehovah’s Witnesses do.


^  See the article “What Do We Know About Jehovah’s Future Judgments?” in the May 2024 issue of The Watchtower, p. 11, pars. 11-13.


^  At least two of Jesus’ fleshly brothers, James and Jude, embraced the truth after Jesus’ death and resurrection.


^  See the box “Would You Attend a Wedding or a Funeral?”


^  Compare James 1:2 and Matthew 5:11, 12; James 1:19 and Matthew 5:22; James 1:22; 2:24 and Matthew 7:21; James 2:13 and Matthew 5:7; 6:14, 15.




^  For more information on how to handle such matters, see “Questions From Readers” in the May 15, 2002, and November 15, 2007, issues of The Watchtower.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: Before engaging in the ministry, a sister kindly prepares a meal for her husband.


^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: The same sister also takes the time to visit her mother-in-law, who is not a Witness.






^ (Gal. 6:9) So let us not give up in doing what is fine, for in due time we will reap if we do not tire out.



^  (Mark 5:19) However, he did not let him but said to him: “Go home to your relatives, and report to them all the things Jehovah has done for you and the mercy he has shown you.”



^  (Luke 13:6-9) Then he went on to tell this illustration: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it but found none. 7 Then he said to the vinedresser, ‘Here it is three years that I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, but have found none. Cut it down! Why should it keep the ground useless?’ 8 In reply he said to him, ‘Master, leave it alone for one more year until I dig around it and put on manure. 9 If it produces fruit in the future, well and good; but if not, then cut it down.’”



^  (Mark 6:34) Well, on getting out, he saw a large crowd, and he was moved with pity for them, because they were as sheep without a shepherd. And he started to teach them many things.



^  (Luke 19:41-44) And when he got nearby, he viewed the city and wept over it, 42 saying: “If you, even you, had discerned on this day the things having to do with peace—but now they have been hidden from your eyes. 43 Because the days will come upon you when your enemies will build around you a fortification of pointed stakes and will encircle you and besiege you* from every side. 44 They will dash you and your children within you to the ground, and they will not leave a stone upon a stone in you, because you did not discern the time of your being inspected.”

Or “hem you in; distress you.”


^ (Gal. 6:9) So let us not give up in doing what is fine, for in due time we will reap if we do not tire out.



^  (Gal. 6:9) So let us not give up in doing what is fine, for in due time we will reap if we do not tire out.



^  (Eph. 2:12) At that time you were without Christ, alienated from the state of Israel, strangers to the covenants of the promise; you had no hope and were without God in the world.



^  (Luke 4:14) Now Jesus returned in the power of the spirit* into Galʹi·lee. And good reports about him spread throughout all the surrounding country.

Or “filled with the power of the spirit.”


^  (Luke 4:22-24) And they all began to give favorable witness about him and to be amazed at the gracious words coming out of his mouth, and they were saying: “This is a son of Joseph, is it not?” 23 At this he said to them: “No doubt you will apply this saying to me, ‘Physician, cure yourself. Do also here in your home territory the things we have heard were done in Ca·perʹna·um.’” 24 So he said: “Truly I tell you that no prophet is accepted in his home territory.



^  (John 7:5) His brothers were, in fact, not exercising faith in him.



^  (John 9:18-22) However, the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had gained sight, until they called the parents of the man who could now see. 19 And they asked them: “Is this your son who you say was born blind? How, then, does he now see?” 20 His parents answered: “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21 But how it is that he now sees, we do not know; or who opened his eyes, we do not know. Ask him. He is of age. He must speak for himself.” 22 His parents said these things because they were in fear of the Jews, for the Jews had already come to an agreement that if anyone acknowledged him as Christ, that person should be expelled from the synagogue.



^  (Mark 6:1-4) He departed from there and came into his home territory, and his disciples followed him. 2 When it was the Sabbath, he started teaching in the synagogue, and most who heard him were astounded and said: “Where did this man get these things? And why should this wisdom have been given to him, and such powerful works be performed through his hands? 3 This is the carpenter, the son of Mary and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon, is it not? And his sisters are here with us, are they not?” So they began to stumble because of him. 4 But Jesus said to them: “A prophet is not without honor except in his home territory and among his relatives and in his own house.”



^  (Mark 3:21) But when his relatives heard about it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying: “He has gone out of his mind.”



^  (Mark 3:20) and again the crowd gathered, so that they were not able even to eat a meal.



^ (1 Pet. 3:1, 2) In the same way, you wives, be in subjection to your husbands, so that if any are not obedient to the word, they may be won without a word through the conduct of their wives, 2 because of having been eyewitnesses of your chaste conduct together with deep respect.



^  (1 Pet. 3:1, 2) In the same way, you wives, be in subjection to your husbands, so that if any are not obedient to the word, they may be won without a word through the conduct of their wives, 2 because of having been eyewitnesses of your chaste conduct together with deep respect.



^  (Matt. 11:19) The Son of man did come eating and drinking, but people say, ‘Look! A man who is a glutton and is given to drinking wine, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ All the same, wisdom is proved righteous* by its works.”*

Or “is vindicated.”
Or “by its results.”


^  (John 2:2) Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the marriage feast.



^  (John 2:6-10) Now there were six stone water jars sitting there as required by the purification rules of the Jews, each able to hold two or three liquid measures. 7 Jesus said to them: “Fill the jars with water.” So they filled them to the brim. 8 Then he said to them: “Now draw some out and take it to the director of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the director of the feast tasted the water that had now been turned into wine, not knowing where it came from (although the servants who had drawn out the water knew), the director of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him: “Everyone else puts out the fine wine first, and when people are intoxicated, the inferior. You have saved the fine wine until now.”



^  (John 2:11, 12) Jesus did this in Caʹna of Galʹi·lee as the beginning of his signs, and he made his glory manifest, and his disciples put their faith in him. 12 After this he and his mother and his brothers and his disciples went down to Ca·perʹna·um, but they did not stay there many days.



^  (John 7:5-8) His brothers were, in fact, not exercising faith in him. 6 So Jesus said to them: “My time has not yet arrived, but your time is always at hand. 7 The world has no reason to hate you, but it hates me, because I bear witness about it that its works are wicked. 8 You go up to the festival; I am not yet going up to this festival, because my time has not yet fully come.”



^  (Rev. 17:16) And the ten horns that you saw and the wild beast, these will hate the prostitute and will make her devastated and naked, and they will eat up her flesh and completely burn her with fire.



^  (Matt. 7:12) “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean.



^  (1 Cor. 15:7) After that he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.



^  (Acts 1:14) With one purpose all of these were persisting in prayer, together with some women and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers.



^ (Rom. 12:15) Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.



^  (Rom. 12:15) Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.



^ (2 Cor. 6:14, 15) Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what fellowship do righteousness and lawlessness have? Or what sharing does light have with darkness? 15 Further, what harmony is there between Christ and Beʹli·al? Or what does a believer share in common with an unbeliever?



^ (Prov. 22:3) The shrewd one sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.*

Or “penalty.”


^ (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^  (John 1:40-42) Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard what John said and followed Jesus. 41 He first found* his own brother Simon and said to him: “We have found the Mes·siʹah” (which means, when translated, “Christ”), 42 and he led him to Jesus. When Jesus looked at him, he said: “You are Simon, the son of John; you will be called Ceʹphas” (which is translated “Peter”).

Or “The first thing he did was to find.”


^ (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.



^  (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.



^  (Gal. 1:18, 19) Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to visit Ceʹphas, and I stayed with him for 15 days. 19 But I did not see any of the other apostles, only James the brother of the Lord.



^  (Gal. 2:9) and when they recognized the undeserved kindness that was given me, James and Ceʹphas and John, the ones who seemed to be pillars, gave Barʹna·bas and me the right hand of fellowship, so that we should go to the nations but they to those who are circumcised.



^  (Luke 6:33) And if you do good to those doing good to you, of what credit is it to you? Even the sinners do the same.



^  (Luke 6:36) Continue being merciful, just as your Father is merciful.



^ (1 Cor. 7:12) But to the others I say, yes, I, not the Lord: If any brother has an unbelieving wife and she is agreeable to staying with him, let him not leave her;



^ (Jas. 1:2) Consider it all joy, my brothers, when you meet with various trials,



^ (Matt. 5:11, 12) “Happy are you when people reproach* you and persecute you and lyingly say every sort of wicked thing against you for my sake. 12 Rejoice and be overjoyed, since your reward is great in the heavens, for in that way they persecuted the prophets prior to you.

Or “insult.”


^ (Jas. 1:19) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,



^ (Matt. 5:22) However, I say to you that everyone who continues wrathful with his brother will be accountable to the court of justice; and whoever addresses his brother with an unspeakable word of contempt will be accountable to the Supreme Court; whereas whoever says, ‘You despicable fool!’ will be liable to the fiery Ge·henʹna.



^ (Jas. 1:22) However, become doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves with false reasoning.



^ (Jas. 2:24) You see that a man is to be declared righteous by works and not by faith alone.



^ (Matt. 7:21) “Not everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of the heavens, but only the one doing the will of my Father who is in the heavens will.



^ (Jas. 2:13) For the one who does not practice mercy will have his judgment without mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.



^ (Matt. 5:7) “Happy are the merciful, since they will be shown mercy.



^ (Matt. 6:14, 15) “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 15 whereas if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.









APRIL 13-19, 2026




SONG 52 Christian Dedication



Understanding the Meaning of Baptism



“Make disciples . . . , baptizing them.”​—MATT. 28:19.




FOCUS

The meaning of baptism, its importance, and what it involves.




 1. What indicates that baptism is a fundamental Bible teaching?


Your answer



HOW happy we are when new ones get baptized! Did you know that this joy can be traced back to the very first meeting of the Christian congregation? That meeting included a baptism and a talk that explained the fundamental teaching about baptism. (Acts 2:38, 40, 41) The apostle Paul wrote that “the primary doctrine about the Christ” includes “the teaching on baptisms.” (Heb. 6:1, 2) Although the subject of baptism might seem basic, we need to understand it well. Why?

 2. Why do we need a thorough understanding of baptism?


Your answer



2 Just as a solid foundation can help make a house sturdy, a thorough understanding of baptism can help us to have strong faith. We need this understanding whether we are progressing toward baptism or have been baptized for many years. So in this article, we will answer these questions: What is the meaning of baptism? What does Christian baptism involve? And why do we get baptized in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the holy spirit?

THE MEANING OF YOUR BAPTISM

 3. What does baptism symbolize?


Your answer



3 Getting baptized shows publicly that you have accepted the truth about Jehovah God and Christ Jesus, repented of your sins, adjusted your life course to serve Jehovah, recognized Jesus as God’s way of salvation, and expressed to God in prayer your sincere desire to do His will in association with His organization. Once you make that promise, or dedication, and get baptized, you begin a course that leads to everlasting life.

 4. What does being completely immersed in water symbolize? (See also picture.)


Your answer



4 When you get baptized, you are completely immersed in water and then raised out of it,* as if you had been buried and then resurrected. (Compare Colossians 2:12.) Baptism illustrates the dramatic changes that you have made in your life. How? When you go under the water, you show that you have ended your former way of life. When you come out of the water, you begin your new life centered on doing God’s will.



[image: Collage: A man getting baptized after overcoming multiple challenges. 1. He excitedly watches a boxing match on TV. 2. He smokes a cigarette. 3. He abuses alcohol. 4. Later, he gets baptized in a pool.]

When you get baptized, you end your old way of life and begin your new life centered on doing God’s will (See paragraph 4)







 5. How does the work that you do to prepare for baptism compare to the work that Noah did to build the ark? (1 Peter 3:18-21)


Your answer



5 Read 1 Peter 3:18-21. In a sense, we can compare the work that you do to get ready for baptism to the work Noah did to build the ark. If you are just starting to learn about Jehovah, the work ahead might seem overwhelming, perhaps even as massive a job as building Noah’s ark. Is all that effort really necessary? It certainly was for Noah. God himself designed the ark, and Noah had to follow that design closely to preserve life through the Flood. With faith and God’s support, Noah obeyed and built the ark. Like Noah, you can successfully do according to “all that God [has] commanded.”​—Gen. 6:22.

 6. In what sense can baptism save you?


Your answer



6 In verse 21, the apostle Peter wrote that baptism is “saving you.” Of course, the simple act of being immersed in water does not bring salvation; nor does it somehow wash your sins away. Only the blood of Jesus can cleanse you from sin. (1 John 1:7) However, baptism is a vital part of doing all that God has commanded and serves as your “request to God for a good conscience.” Jehovah will be pleased to give you what you asked for. In that sense, baptism is “saving you,” or leading you to salvation.

WHAT CHRISTIAN BAPTISM INVOLVES

 7. How should a baptism be conducted?


Your answer



7 Apart from the requirement for total immersion, the Bible does not provide many details about baptism. Still, the Scriptures do help us to know what is appropriate. For example, Bible principles help baptism candidates know how to dress and also help observers know how to behave. (1 Cor. 14:40; 1 Tim. 2:9) Today, immersion is usually performed by an elder, and we avoid giving prominence to those who have this privilege. (1 Cor. 1:14, 15) A baptism is valid whether it is witnessed by a large audience or not.​—Acts 8:36.

 8. What questions are baptism candidates asked, and why? (Acts 2:38-42) (See also picture.)


Your answer



8 The Bible shows that we should make “public declaration for salvation,” that is, express our faith. (Rom. 10:9, 10; see study note on “publicly declare.”) How fitting it is, then, that we do so when we get baptized, the very action that is crucial for salvation! For that reason, candidates for baptism are asked two questions. The first is, “Have you repented of your sins, dedicated yourself to Jehovah, and accepted his way of salvation through Jesus Christ?” This question focuses on how a person has prepared for baptism, and it is similar to the exhortation that Peter gave to the crowd at Pentecost. The second question is, “Do you understand that your baptism identifies you as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses in association with Jehovah’s organization?” This question reminds us that we live up to our dedication by cooperating with the direction provided through Jehovah’s organization and serving God alongside fellow Christians, just as the first-century disciples did. (Read Acts 2:38-42.) Those who can wholeheartedly answer yes to both questions qualify for baptism.



[image: Baptism candidates of different ages, each making a public declaration of faith from the front rows of chairs at an assembly.]

Your baptism includes a “public declaration for salvation” (See paragraph 8)*







 9. What steps must everyone take to gain God’s favor?


Your answer



9 Even before you began learning the truth, you may have lived a reasonably good life and never committed any serious sins. Or you may have been raised by Christian parents, who helped you to love Jehovah. Do you still need to repent and get baptized to gain God’s favor? Yes. Regardless of our background, we must all recognize that we inherited sin, which alienated us from God. (Ps. 51:5) As we come to know Jehovah, though, we choose to put his will ahead of ours. Once we do that, we can repent of our previous course and turn around​—begin following a way of life that pleases our Father in heaven. We can then get baptized.​—Acts 3:19.

10. What should you do if you previously got baptized as an adherent of another religion?


Your answer



10 If you previously got baptized as an adherent of another religion, you still need to get baptized as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Why? Because you did not then sufficiently understand the truth about Jehovah God and Jesus. And even if you dedicated yourself to God in prayer, your promise would not have been based on a correct understanding of his will. When the apostle Paul met men in Ephesus who previously got baptized without having the needed understanding of Christian teaching, he arranged for them to get rebaptized.* (Acts 19:1-5) Likewise today, baptism is valid only if it is based on an accurate knowledge of God’s will.

“IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT”

11. What does it mean to get baptized “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit”? (Matthew 28:18-20)


Your answer



11 Jesus commanded that new disciples be baptized “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit.” (Read Matthew 28:18-20.) What did he mean? In the Bible, the word for “name” often refers to someone’s reputation. It can also refer to the position and the authority represented by a name. So when we do something “in the name of” someone or something, we recognize the authority behind that name. (Compare Matthew 10:41; see study note on “because he is a prophet.”) Consider how you can recognize the position and the authority of the Father and of the Son as well as the role of God’s holy spirit.

12. How do we get baptized in the name of the Father? (Revelation 4:11) (See also picture.)


Your answer



12 In the name of the Father. We acknowledge Jehovah as our heavenly Father, or Life-Giver. He is the almighty God, the Creator of all things. (Read Revelation 4:11.) We recognize him as the Hearer of prayer, and we use his personal name respectfully and freely when we pray to him and speak to others about him. (Ps. 65:2) Yet, more is involved in getting baptized in the name of the Father. Peter’s listeners at Pentecost already knew about Jehovah, but they now needed to recognize him as the loving Provider of everlasting salvation through Jesus Christ.​—Rom. 5:8.



[image: One of the newly baptized sisters shown in the previous image, praying in her home.]

After your baptism, continue to recognize the position and the authority of the Father (See paragraph 12)









13. How do we get baptized in the name of the Son? (See also picture.)


Your answer



13 In the name of the Son. We recognize Jesus as the only-begotten Son of God. Jesus is “the way,” the only one through whom we can have a good relationship with Jehovah. (John 14:6) Jesus is also our Redeemer, the one who died for us so that we might gain life. That knowledge moves us to follow his example every day of our life, not just when we get baptized. (1 John 2:6) So we zealously preach, as he did, letting nothing deter us. (Luke 4:43) We are even willing to endure persecution for loyally serving God. (2 Tim. 3:12) We respect Jesus as the “head of the congregation,” so we gladly submit to those whom he entrusts to take the lead and to care for his followers.​—Eph. 4:8, 11, 12; 5:23.



[image: One of the newly baptized brothers shown in the previous image, sharing a scripture with a man he meets in the house-to-house ministry.]

After your baptism, continue to recognize the position and the authority of the Son (See paragraph 13)









14. (a) How do we get baptized in the name of the holy spirit? (See also picture.) (b) What additional baptisms do the anointed undergo? (See the box “Baptisms That the Anointed Undergo.”)


Your answers



14 In the name of the holy spirit. We accept the truth about the holy spirit. It is, not a person or part of a Trinity, but God’s active force. We recognize that holy spirit guided the prophets and the Bible writers, so we regularly read the Bible and follow its teachings. (2 Pet. 1:20, 21) And we avoid committing serious sins, for such conduct could not only block God’s spirit from reaching us but also hinder the free flow of his spirit in the congregation.​—Eph. 4:30.



[image: One of the newly baptized sisters shown in the previous image, reading the Bible in her home.]

After your baptism, continue to recognize the role of the holy spirit (See paragraph 14)







Baptisms That the Anointed Undergo


In addition to their water baptism, anointed Christians undergo these additional baptisms.

	  They get baptized with holy spirit when they are invited to serve with Christ in heaven. (Matt. 3:11)



	  They get “baptized into Christ” in the sense that they become so closely united with Christ that they can be called Christ’s body. (Gal. 3:27, 28; 1 Cor. 12:27)



	  They get baptized into Christ’s death inasmuch as they faithfully follow his example until they finish their earthly course and are raised to life in heaven. (Rom. 6:3-5)









15. What should be our determination?


Your answer



15 If you are already a baptized Christian, be determined to understand all aspects of “the teaching on baptisms”* and to live up to the promise you made to Jehovah with your dedication and baptism. But what if you are not yet a baptized Christian? Could something be holding you back? The next article will discuss how you can keep working toward baptism.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What does Christian baptism symbolize?


Your answer





	  What questions are baptism candidates asked, and why?


Your answer





	  What does it mean to get baptized “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit”?


Your answer












SONG 161 To Do Your Will Is My Delight



^  The Greek word ba’pti-sma, translated “baptism,” means “immersion,” or “dipping.” So baptism refers to a person being completely immersed in water, not merely sprinkled with water as some religions teach.


^  Those men in Ephesus had undergone “John’s baptism.” (Acts 19:3) John the Baptist urged the Jews to repent over their sins against the Law of Moses, and John baptized those who responded. (Mark 1:4, 5) However, John’s baptism ceased to be valid once the Law ended. From then on, God approves of only “one baptism” that leads to salvation.​—Eph. 4:5.


^  See on jw.org and in JW Library® the article “What Is Baptism?” in the series “Bible Questions Answered.”




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: At an assembly, baptism candidates stand to make a public declaration of their faith.






^ (Matt. 28:19) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit,



^  (Acts 2:38) Peter said to them: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of the holy spirit.



^  (Acts 2:40, 41) And with many other words he gave a thorough witness and kept exhorting them, saying: “Get saved from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who gladly accepted his word were baptized, and on that day about 3,000 people were added.



^  (Heb. 6:1, 2) Therefore, now that we have moved beyond the primary doctrine about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying a foundation again, namely, repentance from dead works and faith in God, 2 the teaching on baptisms and the laying on of the hands, the resurrection of the dead and everlasting judgment.



^  (Col. 2:12) For you were buried with him in his baptism, and by your relationship with him you were also raised up together through your faith in the powerful work of God, who raised him up from the dead.



^ (1 Pet. 3:18-21) For Christ died once for all time for sins, a righteous person for unrighteous ones, in order to lead you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit. 19 And in this state he went and preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who had formerly been disobedient when God was patiently waiting* in Noah’s day, while the ark was being constructed, in which a few people, that is, eight souls,* were carried safely through the water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, is also now saving you (not by the removing of the filth of the flesh, but by the request to God for a good conscience), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Lit., “the patience of God was waiting.”
Or “persons.”


^  (1 Pet. 3:18-21) For Christ died once for all time for sins, a righteous person for unrighteous ones, in order to lead you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit. 19 And in this state he went and preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who had formerly been disobedient when God was patiently waiting* in Noah’s day, while the ark was being constructed, in which a few people, that is, eight souls,* were carried safely through the water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, is also now saving you (not by the removing of the filth of the flesh, but by the request to God for a good conscience), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Lit., “the patience of God was waiting.”
Or “persons.”


^  (Gen. 6:22) And Noah did according to all that God had commanded him. He did just so.



^  (1 Pet. 3:21) Baptism, which corresponds to this, is also now saving you (not by the removing of the filth of the flesh, but by the request to God for a good conscience), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.



^  (1 John 1:7) However, if we are walking in the light as he himself is in the light, we do have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.



^  (1 Cor. 14:40) But let all things take place decently and by arrangement.



^  (1 Tim. 2:9) Likewise, the women should adorn themselves in appropriate dress, with modesty and soundness of mind, not with styles of hair braiding and gold or pearls or very expensive clothing,



^  (1 Cor. 1:14, 15) I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crisʹpus and Gaʹius, 15 so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name.



^  (Acts 8:36) Now as they were going along the road, they came to a body of water, and the eunuch said: “Look! Here is water; what prevents me from getting baptized?”



^ (Acts 2:38-42) Peter said to them: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of the holy spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and your children, and to all those who are far away, to all those whom Jehovah our God may call to himself.” 40 And with many other words he gave a thorough witness and kept exhorting them, saying: “Get saved from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who gladly accepted his word were baptized, and on that day about 3,000 people were added. 42 And they continued devoting themselves to the teaching of the apostles, to associating together, to the taking of meals, and to prayers.



^  (Rom. 10:9, 10) For if you publicly declare with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and exercise faith in your heart that God raised him up from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one exercises faith for righteousness, but with the mouth one makes public declaration for salvation.



^  (Acts 2:38-42) Peter said to them: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of the holy spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and your children, and to all those who are far away, to all those whom Jehovah our God may call to himself.” 40 And with many other words he gave a thorough witness and kept exhorting them, saying: “Get saved from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who gladly accepted his word were baptized, and on that day about 3,000 people were added. 42 And they continued devoting themselves to the teaching of the apostles, to associating together, to the taking of meals, and to prayers.



^  (Ps. 51:5) Look! I was born guilty of error, And my mother conceived me in sin.*

Or “And sinful from the moment my mother conceived me.”


^  (Acts 3:19) “Repent, therefore, and turn around so as to get your sins blotted out, so that seasons of refreshing may come from Jehovah himself



^  (Acts 19:1-5) In the course of events, while A·polʹlos was in Corinth, Paul went through the inland regions and came down to Ephʹe·sus. There he found some disciples 2 and said to them: “Did you receive holy spirit when you became believers?” They replied to him: “Why, we have never heard that there is a holy spirit.” 3 So he said: “In what, then, were you baptized?” They said: “In John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said: “John baptized with the baptism in symbol of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they got baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.



^ (Matt. 28:18-20) Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: “All authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Matt. 28:18-20) Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: “All authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Matt. 10:41) Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will get a prophet’s reward, and whoever receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will get a righteous man’s reward.



^ (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.


^  (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.


^  (Ps. 65:2) O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts* will come.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^  (Rom. 5:8) But God recommends his own love to us* in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Or “demonstrates (shows) his own love for us.”


^  (John 14:6) Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.



^  (1 John 2:6) The one who says he remains in union with him is himself under obligation to go on walking just as that one walked.



^  (Luke 4:43) But he said to them: “I must also declare the good news of the Kingdom of God to other cities, because for this I was sent.”



^  (2 Tim. 3:12) In fact, all those desiring to live with godly devotion in association with Christ Jesus will also be persecuted.



^  (Eph. 4:8) For it says:* “When he ascended on high he carried away captives; he gave gifts in men.”

Or possibly, “he says.”


^  (Eph. 4:11, 12) And he gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelizers, some as shepherds and teachers, 12 with a view to the readjustment of the holy ones, for ministerial work, to build up the body of the Christ,



^  (Eph. 5:23) because a husband is head of his wife just as the Christ is head of the congregation, he being a savior of this body.



^  (2 Pet. 1:20, 21) For you know this first, that no prophecy of Scripture springs from any private interpretation. 21 For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”


^  (Eph. 4:30) Also, do not be grieving God’s holy spirit, with which you have been sealed for a day of releasing by ransom.



^ (Matt. 3:11) I, for my part, baptize you with water because of your repentance, but the one coming after me is stronger than I am, whose sandals I am not worthy to take off. That one will baptize you with holy spirit and with fire.



^ (Gal. 3:27, 28) For all of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor freeman, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in union with Christ Jesus.



^ (1 Cor. 12:27) Now you are Christ’s body, and each of you individually is a member.



^ (Rom. 6:3-5) Or do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 So we were buried with him through our baptism into his death, in order that just as Christ was raised up from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in a newness of life. 5 If we have become united with him in the likeness of his death, we will certainly also be united with him in the likeness of his resurrection.



^ (Acts 19:3) So he said: “In what, then, were you baptized?” They said: “In John’s baptism.”



^ (Mark 1:4, 5) John the Baptizer was in the wilderness, preaching baptism in symbol of repentance for forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the territory of Ju·deʹa and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the Jordan River, openly confessing their sins.



^ (Eph. 4:5) one Lord, one faith, one baptism;
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SONG 49 Making Jehovah’s Heart Glad



Keep Working Toward Baptism



“Now is the especially acceptable time.”​—2 COR. 6:2.




FOCUS

Now is the time to build a close friendship with Jehovah and get baptized.




 1. (a) What are some of the benefits we gain from getting baptized? (b) What will we consider in this article?


Your answers



HAVE you dedicated yourself to Jehovah and symbolized that dedication by water baptism? If so, you have requested a clean conscience from God. (1 Pet. 3:21) In doing so, you have set a fine example for both young ones and new ones associating with your congregation. So you have made an excellent decision! What, though, if you are not baptized yet? No doubt you love Jehovah and want to do his will. You know that baptism is vital in order for you to have your sins forgiven and to gain Jehovah’s approval. (Acts 2:38-40) But you may still hold back. What can help? In this article, we will consider (1) why some hold back from getting baptized, (2) why it is wise to keep the end close in mind, and (3) how you will benefit from working toward baptism without delay.

WHY SOME HOLD BACK

 2. Why do some hold back from getting baptized?


Your answer



2 Some hold back from getting baptized out of fear. For example, although they want to serve Jehovah, they are afraid that they will never be good enough to please him. If you feel this way, review Bible verses that can convince you that Jehovah does not expect perfection and that he is pleased with your worship when you give him your best. (Ps. 103:13, 14; Col. 3:23) If you fear opposition, ask Jehovah to give you the same confidence expressed by the psalmist who wrote: “Jehovah is on my side; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”​—Ps. 118:6.

 3. What thinking might prevent some from getting baptized? (See also picture.)


Your answer



3 Some who love Jehovah put off getting baptized because they think that they lack sufficient knowledge. But how much do you really need to know? Consider a Scriptural example. After an earthquake shook the prison where the apostle Paul and Silas were being held, they witnessed to the jailer and his household. The man and his family likely understood that a miracle had taken place. Additionally, they learned a great deal that night. As a result, they were moved to get “baptized without delay.” (Acts 16:25-33) If you know Jehovah, love him with your whole heart, have gained a basic knowledge of Bible teachings, have repented of your sins, and are determined to keep living by his standards, you are ready for baptism.​—Mark 12:30.



[image: Paul and Silas witnessing to the jailer and his family at night. They all listen attentively.]

Paul and Silas witnessed to the jailer and his family, which led to them getting “baptized without delay” (See paragraph 3)









 4. What do some focus on that causes them to hold back from getting baptized? (See also picture.)


Your answer



4 Some who want to please God focus on the cost of doing so. Of course, it is wise to consider the cost of any decision. (Luke 14:27-30) Some, though, worry about the sacrifices they will have to make in order to serve God. Candace, who was raised around the truth, felt that way when she was offered a Bible study as an adult. She says: “I knew what I should be doing for Jehovah, but part of me held back because I enjoyed what I was doing in the world. I knew that it would be hard to give up those things.” Others are concerned about the high standard of conduct for those who get baptized. They worry that after baptism, they will commit a serious sin and be removed from the congregation. If such concerns are holding you back, what can you do?



[image: A sister conducting a Bible study with a woman. While the sister is speaking, the woman visualizes herself drinking alcohol and dancing at a nightclub with her friends.]

Some who want to please God worry about the sacrifices they will have to make in order to serve God (See paragraph 4)







 5. What should we focus on when we consider whether to get baptized? (Matthew 13:44-46)


Your answer



5 When we want to buy something, we look at not only the cost but also the value. If the value of the item is far greater than the cost, we will likely buy it right away. Likewise, when we consider whether to get baptized, we should focus not solely on the cost of the changes we must make but on the great value of a good relationship with Jehovah. Jesus used two illustrations to teach this point. (Read Matthew 13:44-46.) In each illustration, a man gladly sold all his possessions so that he could buy the valuable item he had found. You too have found something of great value​—the truth about the Kingdom. If you wonder whether living in harmony with the truth is worth the effort, think carefully about Jesus’ illustrations. You might ask yourself: ‘Am I truly convinced of the value of what I have found? Do I treasure my relationship with Jehovah, the hope he has given me, and the loving brotherhood?’ Depending on your answers, you can focus on building your appreciation for the truth or identifying what holds you back from acting on what you know.

 6. How can we develop a good heart condition?


Your answer



6 In his illustration of the sower, Jesus described heart conditions that could prevent a person from making spiritual progress. Yet, Jesus also showed that some would hear “with a fine and good heart” and respond to the Kingdom message. (Luke 8:5-15) If you are concerned that your heart is divided, do not give up. With God’s help, you can “acquire a new heart,” one that will respond to his guidance. Ask Jehovah in prayer to help you soften your heart so that Kingdom truth can flourish.​—Ezek. 18:31; 36:26.

7-8. Why do some young people fail to progress to baptism? (See also picture.)


Your answer



7 Some young people who love Jehovah fail to progress to baptism because of the influence of others. For example, some school counselors might advise students to “keep an open mind” about moral standards, even those that violate God’s standards. But such advice can lead to disaster. (Ps. 1:1, 2; Prov. 7:1-5) You can avoid this danger by following the example of the psalmist who told Jehovah: “I have more insight than all my teachers, because I ponder over your reminders.”​—Ps. 119:99.

8 Reports indicate that some Witness parents hold their children back from baptism. The parents focus excessively on their children’s education and career, or the parents simply fail to help their children set spiritual goals. What if you feel that your parents could be more supportive of your spiritual progress? Why not discuss the matter with them? Be assured that your age does not need to prevent you from building a close friendship with Jehovah.​—Prov. 20:11.



[image: A teenage boy referring to lesson 23 of the “Enjoy Life Forever!” book while he talks with his parents.]

Why not discuss the matter of baptism with your parents? (See paragraph 8)







 9. Why might some delay getting baptized?


Your answer



9 Some who qualify to get baptized might delay taking this step because of peer pressure, perhaps even waiting for a particular person to take the same step. For instance, they might hope one day to get baptized on the same day as a friend or a loved one. Of course, you can get baptized at the same time as others you care about. Really, though, should such factors hold you back now? Remember, your dedication to God is a personal promise. Your baptism should not depend on what someone else does.​—Rom. 14:12.

WHY KEEP THE END CLOSE IN MIND

10. Why might some delay making spiritual progress?


Your answer



10 In addition to the reasons mentioned above, some might delay making spiritual progress because they reason that there is plenty of time before the end. But is that reasoning sound? Jesus warned his disciples: “Keep ready, because at an hour that you do not think likely, the Son of man is coming.”​—Luke 12:40.

11. According to Psalm 119:60, how do we feel about Jehovah’s commands as we come to know him?


Your answer



11 Our dedication to Jehovah must be motivated by love. The more we come to know our loving God, the more we are moved to love his commands and to follow them as soon as they are brought to our attention. (Read Psalm 119:60.) The disciple James highlighted another vital reason to obey Jehovah’s commands promptly: None of us knows what tomorrow will bring. We may not even have one more day “to do what is right,” so we should act now on what we know.​—Jas. 4:13-17.

12. What can we learn from Jesus’ illustration of the vineyard?


Your answer



12 What about Jesus’ illustration of the vineyard? Did he not teach that some would work just one hour and still receive the same wages as those who worked all day? That is true. However, note the reason that the one-hour workers gave for not starting sooner. They said: “Because nobody has hired us.” Those workers had not tried to get out of working all day​—they simply had not been hired. As soon as they were called, they joined the workforce. (Matt. 20:1-16) Today, Jesus has called us to be his disciples and join in the Kingdom work. We should respond to his call as soon as we hear it.

13. What can we learn from the wife of Lot?


Your answer



13 Any who delay taking steps toward spiritual progress might discover that making last-minute changes to please God is too difficult. Jesus knew this and warned his disciples: “Remember the wife of Lot.” (Luke 17:31-35) She was well-aware that God’s judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah was imminent; yet, it seems that she still could not break her attachment to the things she left behind. (Gen. 19:23-26) Her experience also reminds us that the door of salvation will not remain open indefinitely. At God’s due time, that door will be closed and permanently locked.​—Luke 13:24, 25.

14. How should Bible prophecies about the end affect you?


Your answer



14 With each passing day, world events fulfill Bible prophecies about the end of this system. Even if you are not yet directly affected by some of those events, seeing what is happening in one place after another should increase your sense of urgency to progress to baptism. Consider a first-century example. The apostle Peter urged Christians to “be vigilant,” or “alert,” because “the end of all things [had] drawn close.” (1 Pet. 4:7; ftn.) “The end” was evidently that of the Jewish system of things. Those whom Peter wrote to lived far away from Jerusalem, so they would not be directly affected by the destruction of that city. (1 Pet. 1:1) However, once they saw the fulfillment of that prophecy, their confidence in all of Jehovah’s other promises would be strengthened. Similarly, as you see prophecies related to the coming end being fulfilled, you will be moved to be vigilant by advancing toward the goal of baptism.

15. How should we view the timing of Jehovah’s day? (2 Peter 3:10-13)


Your answer



15 In his second inspired letter, Peter explained how we should view the timing of Jehovah’s coming day of judgment. For Christians living in the first century, that day was still in the far distant future; yet, Peter told them to “keep close in mind,” or “eagerly desire,” that day. (Read 2 Peter 3:10-13; ftn.) We can keep that day close in mind by being ready and eager for it to come. We show our eagerness by performing “holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion.” Think of how it would please Jehovah to see you performing “deeds of godly devotion”! He would surely be delighted to see you dedicate yourself to him and get baptized.

THE BENEFITS OF ACTING NOW

16. When is the best time to progress to baptism? (2 Corinthians 6:1, 2) (See also pictures.)


Your answer



16 The best time to progress toward baptism is right now. (Read 2 Corinthians 6:1, 2.) The Ethiopian eunuch whom Philip met recognized the need for urgent action. Once he understood the good news and had the opportunity to get baptized, he did not think to himself: ‘I would like to learn more about the good news first. There will be another body of water farther along the road.’ Instead he asked Philip, “What prevents me from getting baptized?” (Acts 8:26, 27, 35-39) What a fine example! After the eunuch got baptized, he “went on his way rejoicing.”



[image: Collage: 1. The Ethiopian eunuch steps into a body of water as Philip invites him to get baptized. 2. The Bible student and the sister from the previous image joyfully speak with two elders at the Kingdom Hall.]

Learn a valuable lesson from the Ethiopian eunuch: The best time to progress to baptism is right now (See paragraph 16)*







17. Of what can we be assured?


Your answer



17 If you are holding back from getting baptized, be assured that Jehovah is ready to lead you into a good relationship with him. (Rom. 2:4) He can help you overcome any fears, concerns, or outside influences that might be limiting your progress. Once you gain a good conscience with God through your baptism, you will likely find that “the things behind” no longer matter to you. (Phil. 3:8, 13) You can then look forward to “the things ahead,” that is, the fulfillment of Jehovah’s promises to those who dedicate themselves to him and get baptized.​—Acts 3:19.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  Why might some hold back from getting baptized?


Your answer





	  Why would it be unwise to delay getting baptized?


Your answer





	  When is the best time to progress to baptism?


Your answer












SONG 38 He Will Make You Strong



^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: Just as the Ethiopian eunuch told Philip that he wanted to get baptized, a Bible student approaches the elders to express her desire to get baptized.






^ (2 Cor. 6:2) For he says: “In an acceptable time I heard you, and in a day of salvation I helped you.” Look! Now is the especially acceptable time. Look! Now is the day of salvation.



^  (1 Pet. 3:21) Baptism, which corresponds to this, is also now saving you (not by the removing of the filth of the flesh, but by the request to God for a good conscience), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.



^  (Acts 2:38-40) Peter said to them: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of the holy spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and your children, and to all those who are far away, to all those whom Jehovah our God may call to himself.” 40 And with many other words he gave a thorough witness and kept exhorting them, saying: “Get saved from this crooked generation.”



^  (Ps. 103:13, 14) As a father shows mercy to his sons, Jehovah has shown mercy to those who fear him. 14 For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^  (Col. 3:23) Whatever you are doing, work at it whole-souled as for Jehovah, and not for men,



^  (Ps. 118:6) Jehovah is on my side; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?



^  (Acts 16:25-33) But about the middle of the night, Paul and Silas were praying and praising God with song, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly a great earthquake occurred, so that the foundations of the jail were shaken. Moreover, all the doors were instantly opened, and everyone’s bonds came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, assuming that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul called out with a loud voice: “Do not hurt yourself, for we are all here!” 29 So he asked for lights and rushed in, and seized with trembling, he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 He brought them outside and said: “Sirs, what must I do to get saved?” 31 They said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will get saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of Jehovah to him together with all those in his house. 33 And he took them along in that hour of the night and washed their wounds. Then he and his entire household were baptized without delay.



^  (Mark 12:30) and you must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.’



^  (Luke 14:27-30) Whoever does not carry his torture stake and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 For example, who of you wanting to build a tower does not first sit down and calculate the expense to see if he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, he might lay its foundation but not be able to finish it, and all the onlookers would start to ridicule him, 30 saying: ‘This man started to build but was not able to finish.’



^ (Matt. 13:44-46) “The Kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure, hidden in the field, that a man found and hid; and because of his joy, he goes and sells everything he has and buys that field. 45 “Again the Kingdom of the heavens is like a traveling merchant seeking fine pearls. 46 Upon finding one pearl of high value, he went away and promptly sold all the things he had and bought it.



^  (Matt. 13:44-46) “The Kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure, hidden in the field, that a man found and hid; and because of his joy, he goes and sells everything he has and buys that field. 45 “Again the Kingdom of the heavens is like a traveling merchant seeking fine pearls. 46 Upon finding one pearl of high value, he went away and promptly sold all the things he had and bought it.



^  (Luke 8:5-15) “A sower went out to sow his seed. As he was sowing, some of them fell alongside the road and were trampled on, and the birds of heaven ate them up. 6 Some landed on the rock, and after sprouting, they dried up because they had no moisture. 7 Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns that grew up with them choked them. 8 But others fell on the good soil, and after sprouting, they produced 100 times more fruit.” As he said these things, he called out: “Let the one who has ears to listen, listen.” 9 But his disciples asked him what this illustration meant. 10 He said: “To you it is granted* to understand the sacred secrets of the Kingdom of God, but for the rest it is in illustrations so that, though looking, they may look in vain, and though hearing, they may not get the sense. 11 Now the illustration means this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those alongside the road are the ones who have heard, and then the Devil comes and takes the word away from their hearts so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rock are the ones who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy, but these have no root. They believe for a while, but in a season of testing, they fall away. 14 As for that which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, but by being carried away by anxieties, riches, and pleasures of this life, they are completely choked and bring nothing to maturity. 15 As for that on the fine soil, these are the ones who, after hearing the word with a fine and good heart, retain it and bear fruit with endurance.

Or “You have been allowed (permitted).”


^  (Ezek. 18:31) Rid yourselves of all the transgressions you have committed and acquire* a new heart and a new spirit, for why should you die, O house of Israel?’

Lit., “make for yourselves.”


^  (Ezek. 36:26) I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit inside you. I will remove the heart of stone from your body and give you a heart of flesh.*

That is, one sensitive to God’s guidance.


^  (Ps. 1:1, 2) Happy is the man who does not walk according to the advice of the wicked And does not stand on the path of sinners And does not sit in the seat of scoffers.  2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^  (Prov. 7:1-5) My son, keep my sayings, And treasure up my commandments.  2 Keep my commandments and live; Guard my instruction* like the pupil of your eye.  3 Tie them around your fingers; Write them on the tablet of your heart.  4 Say to wisdom, “You are my sister,” And call understanding “my relative,”  5 To guard you against the wayward* woman, Against the immoral* woman and her smooth* words.

Or “law.”
Lit., “strange.” See Pr 2:16.
Lit., “foreign.” See Pr 2:16.
Or “seductive.”


^  (Ps. 119:99) I have more insight than all my teachers, Because I ponder over* your reminders.

Or “study.”


^  (Prov. 20:11) Even a child* is known by his actions, Whether his behavior is pure and right.

Or “boy.”


^  (Rom. 14:12) So, then, each of us will render an account for himself to God.



^  (Luke 12:40) You also, keep ready, because at an hour that you do not think likely, the Son of man is coming.”



^ (Ps. 119:60) I hurry and do not delay To keep your commandments.



^  (Ps. 119:60) I hurry and do not delay To keep your commandments.



^  (Jas. 4:13-17) Come, now, you who say: “Today or tomorrow we will travel to this city and will spend a year there, and we will do business and make some profit,” 14 whereas you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then disappears. 15 Instead, you should say: “If Jehovah* wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16 But now you take pride in your arrogant boasting. All such boasting is wicked. 17 Therefore, if someone knows how to do what is right and yet does not do it, it is a sin for him.

See App. A5.


^  (Matt. 20:1-16) “For the Kingdom of the heavens is like the master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 After he had agreed with the workers for a de·narʹi·us a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 Going out also about the third hour, he saw others standing unemployed in the marketplace; 4 and to those he said, ‘You too go into the vineyard, and I will give you whatever is fair.’ 5 So off they went. Again he went out about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did likewise. 6 Finally, about the 11th hour, he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day unemployed?’ 7 They replied, ‘Because nobody has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You too go into the vineyard.’ 8 “When evening came, the master of the vineyard said to his man in charge, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last and ending with the first.’ 9 When the 11th-hour men came, they each received a de·narʹi·us. 10 So when the first came, they assumed that they would receive more, but they too were paid at the rate of a de·narʹi·us. 11 On receiving it, they began to complain against the master of the house 12 and said, ‘These last men put in one hour’s work; still you made them equal to us who bore the burden of the day and the burning heat!’ 13 But he said in reply to one of them, ‘Fellow, I do you no wrong. You agreed with me for a de·narʹi·us, did you not? 14 Take what is yours and go. I want to give to this last one the same as to you. 15 Do I not have the right to do what I want with my own things? Or is your eye envious because I am good?’ 16 In this way, the last ones will be first, and the first ones last.”



^  (Luke 17:31-35) “On that day let the person who is on the housetop but whose belongings are in the house not come down to pick these up, and likewise, the person out in the field must not return to the things behind. 32 Remember the wife of Lot. 33 Whoever seeks to keep his life safe will lose it, but whoever loses it will preserve it alive. 34 I tell you, in that night two people will be in one bed; the one will be taken along, but the other will be abandoned. 35 There will be two women grinding at the same mill; the one will be taken along, but the other will be abandoned.”



^  (Gen. 19:23-26) The sun had risen over the land when Lot arrived at Zoʹar. 24 Then Jehovah made it rain sulfur and fire on Sodʹom and Go·morʹrah—it came from Jehovah, from the heavens. 25 So he overthrew these cities, yes, the entire district, including all the inhabitants of the cities and the plants of the ground. 26 But Lot’s wife, who was behind him, began to look back, and she became a pillar of salt.



^  (Luke 13:24, 25) “Exert yourselves vigorously to get in through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will seek to get in but will not be able. 25 When the householder gets up and locks the door, you will stand outside knocking at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us.’ But in answer he will say to you: ‘I do not know where you are from.’



^  (1 Pet. 4:7) But the end of all things has drawn close. Therefore, be sound in mind, and be vigilant* with a view to prayers.

Or “alert; awake.”


^  (1 Pet. 1:1) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the temporary residents scattered about in Ponʹtus, Ga·laʹti·a, Cap·pa·doʹci·a, Asia, and Bi·thynʹi·a, to those chosen



^ (2 Pet. 3:10-13) But Jehovah’s* day will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar,* but the elements being intensely hot will be dissolved, and earth and the works in it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, consider what sort of people you ought to be in holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion, 12 as you await and keep close in mind* the presence of the day of Jehovah,* through which the heavens will be destroyed in flames and the elements will melt in the intense heat! 13 But there are new heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting according to his promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.

See App. A5.
Or “a rushing sound.”
Or “eagerly desire.” Lit., “speed up.”
See App. A5.


^  (2 Pet. 3:10-13) But Jehovah’s* day will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar,* but the elements being intensely hot will be dissolved, and earth and the works in it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, consider what sort of people you ought to be in holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion, 12 as you await and keep close in mind* the presence of the day of Jehovah,* through which the heavens will be destroyed in flames and the elements will melt in the intense heat! 13 But there are new heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting according to his promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.

See App. A5.
Or “a rushing sound.”
Or “eagerly desire.” Lit., “speed up.”
See App. A5.


^ (2 Cor. 6:1, 2) Working together with him, we also urge you not to accept the undeserved kindness of God and miss its purpose. 2 For he says: “In an acceptable time I heard you, and in a day of salvation I helped you.” Look! Now is the especially acceptable time. Look! Now is the day of salvation.



^  (2 Cor. 6:1, 2) Working together with him, we also urge you not to accept the undeserved kindness of God and miss its purpose. 2 For he says: “In an acceptable time I heard you, and in a day of salvation I helped you.” Look! Now is the especially acceptable time. Look! Now is the day of salvation.



^  (Acts 8:26, 27) However, Jehovah’s angel spoke to Philip, saying: “Get up and go to the south to the road that runs down from Jerusalem to Gazʹa.” (This is a desert road.) 27 With that he got up and went, and look! an E·thi·oʹpi·an eunuch, a man who had authority under Can·daʹce, queen of the E·thi·oʹpi·ans, and who was in charge of all her treasure. He had gone to Jerusalem to worship,



^  (Acts 8:35-39) Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he declared to him the good news about Jesus. 36 Now as they were going along the road, they came to a body of water, and the eunuch said: “Look! Here is water; what prevents me from getting baptized?” 37 —— 38 With that he commanded the chariot to halt, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, Jehovah’s spirit quickly led Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him anymore, but he went on his way rejoicing.



^  (Rom. 2:4) Or do you despise the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, because you do not know that God in his kindness is trying to lead you to repentance?



^  (Phil. 3:8) What is more, I do indeed also consider all things to be loss on account of the excelling value of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have taken the loss of all things and I consider them as a lot of refuse, that I may gain Christ



^  (Phil. 3:13) Brothers, I do not yet consider myself as having taken hold of it; but one thing is certain: Forgetting the things behind and stretching forward to the things ahead,



^  (Acts 3:19) “Repent, therefore, and turn around so as to get your sins blotted out, so that seasons of refreshing may come from Jehovah himself
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SONG 99 Myriads of Brothers



Are You Prepared for Challenges After Baptism?



“Let my steps stay on your tracks.”​—PS. 17:5.




FOCUS

How newly baptized Christians can prepare for possible challenges in the truth.




1-2. What steps can we take to be prepared for challenges that may come up in the truth? Illustrate.


Your answer



WE EXPECT to have difficulties in Satan’s world. Jesus realistically warned his followers: “It is inevitable that stumbling blocks will come.” (Matt. 18:7) With that warning in mind, we need to be prepared to face challenges, and that may include having problems with fellow believers.

2 Consider an illustration. Jehovah’s people have been encouraged to prepare for natural disasters. How do we do so? First, we identify what disasters may occur in our region. It is especially important to do that if we are new to the area. After identifying the potential disasters, we need to plan what we can do to be ready for each one. (Prov. 21:5) Similarly, we can identify potential challenges in the truth and prepare now so that we will be ready if they come up in our life. In that way, those challenges will have less of an impact on us and will not harm our relationship with Jehovah. (Ps. 17:5) Therefore, let us discuss three possible challenges and how we can prepare for each one.*

A BROTHER OR A SISTER OFFENDS YOU

 3. What challenge could we face in the congregation?


Your answer



3 Do you remember how you felt the first time you attended a meeting and saw the love among Jehovah’s people? Were you convinced that you had found the truth? (John 13:35; Col. 3:12) That is how Blanca* felt. However, she had an unexpected experience after she got baptized. She says: “A sister treated me harshly. I also noticed that she would speak negatively about others. I wasn’t expecting this; I had learned that Jehovah’s Witnesses strive to be peaceful and loving.” Of course, your brothers and sisters work hard at refining their Christian qualities, but Jehovah’s people are not perfect. (Eph. 4:23, 24; 1 John 1:8) So at some point, one of them is likely to say or do something that hurts you. (Jas. 3:8) Sadly, such challenges have caused some to stop serving Jehovah.

 4. What can help us to be ready in the event that a brother or a sister offends us? (Ephesians 4:32)


Your answer



4 What can you do now to be ready in the event that a brother or a sister hurts or offends you? Make it a habit to apply the advice found at Ephesians 4:32. (Read.) If you do your best to remain kind and compassionate, you will surely avoid needless conflicts with others. Make it your goal to forgive others freely for the mistakes they make. What can help you to do so? Think of how often you ask Jehovah to forgive your mistakes and how freely he does so. (Matt. 6:12) When you focus appreciatively on how generous Jehovah has been in forgiving you, you will find it easier to forgive others.

 5. What Bible principle can help us when someone offends us? (Proverbs 19:11) (See also pictures.)


Your answer



5 Read Proverbs 19:11. The Bible says that when we are offended, insight* can slow down our anger. This principle has helped Rima, who has been baptized for a few years. She says: “When I see brothers and sisters act in a way that I find hurtful or offensive, I first remember Proverbs 19:11. I consider their circumstances and background, and I try to think of why they may have acted in that way. I also try to work with them in field service. Doing so helps me to know them better.” That is good advice. You can get to know your brothers and sisters now. The more you understand them, the easier you may find it to forgive them if they ever act in a hurtful way.



[image: Collage: 1. A brother is offended by the way another brother speaks to him while they do outdoor maintenance work at a Kingdom Hall. 2. Later, the brother who was offended enjoys working with the other brother in the house-to-house ministry.]

If you have a misunderstanding with a spiritual brother or sister, try working together in the ministry (See paragraph 5)







 6. What can help us to enjoy positive relationships in the congregation?


Your answer



6 What can you do to enjoy positive relationships in the congregation? As you get to know your brothers and sisters, make sure to focus on their good qualities. (Compare Proverbs 10:12; Rom. 12:10; Phil. 2:2, 3) Note how doing so helped a newly baptized brother named Mark. As he began spending more time with the brothers and sisters in his congregation, he became aware of their imperfections. What helped Mark to avoid being stumbled by the faults he saw in them? He says: “I came to realize that I was focusing on minor faults, and these paled in comparison to the wrongdoings prevalent in the world. It became clear to me that I shouldn’t dwell on the imperfections of my fellow believers. So I shifted my focus to their good attributes.” If you respond similarly, you will enjoy positive relationships in the congregation.

YOU BEGIN TO MISS WHAT YOU LEFT BEHIND

 7. What could lead us to begin to miss what we left behind?


Your answer



7 When you first learned the truth, no doubt you felt relieved to leave behind Satan’s wicked world. You may think, ‘How could anyone ever miss it?’ Yet, when undergoing difficult trials, you could begin to recall​—and even yearn for—​some of the things that you gave up as you began to serve Jehovah. (Compare Numbers 11:4-6.) For example, some brothers may have decided to give up a prestigious but time-consuming career. Others may have had close friends who pulled away from them when they began to study the Bible. Still others may have overcome an addiction that, although unclean, provided some pleasure. How sad it would be if a Christian were to allow anything from his past to cause him to drift away from Jehovah! What can you do now so that no matter what comes your way, you will never return to what you rightly left behind?

 8. What do we learn from the example of Abraham and Sarah?


Your answer



8 The Bible contains examples of faithful worshippers who could have started missing what they left behind. For example, in obedience to Jehovah’s command, Abraham and Sarah left the fortified city of Ur to dwell in tents. (Heb. 11:8, 9) Obviously, they might occasionally have called to mind the comforts of Ur. But “if they had kept remembering” or if they had looked longingly to the past, they could have been tempted to return to those comforts. Instead, they focused on the future.​—Heb. 11:15, 16.

 9. How did the apostle Paul view the things that he had left behind? (Philippians 3:7, 8, 13)


Your answer



9 The apostle Paul changed course to serve Jehovah. Before becoming a Christian, he had studied under the highly esteemed Law teacher Gamaliel. (Acts 22:3) Paul was on track to reach a very prominent position in Judaism. (Gal. 1:13, 14) However, when he accepted the good news, he left all of that behind. Was life always easy after his conversion? No. He was beaten, imprisoned, and hated by his own people. (2 Cor. 11:23-26) If he had focused solely on those trials and compared his present life with his previous life, he could have concluded that he was better off before his conversion. Instead, Paul focused on the immense privilege he currently had of serving Christ Jesus with a glorious future ahead. Paul was convinced that such blessings far outweighed any sacrifices that he had made.​—Read Philippians 3:7, 8, 13.

10. On what should we regularly reflect? (Mark 10:29, 30) (See also pictures.)


Your answer



10 What is the lesson? If you start thinking about the things you gave up in order to become a Christian, be sure you also remember why you gave them up. (Eccl. 7:10) Compare what you left behind with the blessings you have gained by coming into the truth. You have a close friendship with the Sovereign of the universe. (Prov. 3:32) You are surrounded by a loving spiritual family. (Read Mark 10:29, 30.) And you have a wonderful future before you! (Isa. 65:21-23) If you regularly reflect on the blessings that come from serving Jehovah, you will be less likely to miss what you left behind.



[image: ]

Instead of looking longingly to the things you left behind, enjoy the precious ministry God has given you (See paragraph 10)*







11. What do you learn from Rosemary’s experience?


Your answer



11 A sister named Rosemary got baptized in her 50’s. Note what she did to avoid longing for what she left behind. She says: “At first, I missed Christmas, since it had always been an enjoyable time with family. I enjoyed giving gifts to my loved ones. I liked having the children around the Christmas tree and seeing their little faces light up when they opened their presents.” What has helped her? Rosemary says: “I have found a way to replace Christmas. Each year on a different day, I gather my family, give them gifts, and explain why I appreciate them.” Rosemary also faced another challenge. She says: “When I learned the truth, my old friends left me. At times, I would miss them and feel lonely.”* What helped her? She started making plans with different sisters to go out preaching. She says: “In doing so, I have made new friends whom I love and value.” What might you learn from her? You may miss something that made you happy before you learned the truth, but you may very well be able to replace what you miss with something wholesome. (Phil. 4:8, 9) And remember: With Jehovah, you always gain much more than you lose.

OTHERS LEAVE JEHOVAH

12. What challenge in the congregation could be especially difficult?


Your answer



12 When you became a Witness, you likely felt relieved to leave behind a corrupt world and enter a spiritual and moral oasis. (Isa. 65:14) And yet, at times, you may hear of wrongdoing in the congregation. Someone may even be removed from the congregation. (1 Cor. 5:13) Note how such a situation affected a sister named Samar. She says: “Not long after my baptism, an elder committed a serious sin and was removed from the congregation. I was almost stumbled because I couldn’t believe that it was possible for an elder to sin against Jehovah and the congregation.” Of course, we should always trust that our brothers and sisters love Jehovah and want to stick to him. (1 Cor. 13:4, 7) Still, we must be realistic; each year some are removed from the congregation. And it could be especially challenging if someone close to you or someone you looked up to chooses a bad course.

13. How can we strengthen ourselves now so that if someone close to us leaves Jehovah, we will not be stumbled?


Your answer



13 How can you prepare yourself now so that if someone close to you leaves Jehovah, you will not be stumbled? Continue strengthening your personal relationship with Jehovah. (Jas. 4:8) Do not allow your relationship with God to be dependent on someone else’s faithfulness. For example, although we may often worship together as a family and as a congregation, we also need to have our own personal routine of prayer and Bible reading.​—Ps. 1:2; 62:8.

14. What do we learn from the apostle Peter’s example? (John 6:66-68)


Your answer



14 We can also draw a lesson from the way the apostle Peter reacted when many disciples stopped following Jesus. Peter himself may have been somewhat confused at that time. But note what he said according to John 6:66-68. (Read.) Instead of focusing on what others were doing, Peter focused on the sayings of truth that he had received from Jesus. As a result, Peter was not stumbled. Similarly today, the actions of others do not change the valuable truth you have found with the help of God’s organization. Cling to that truth! Samar, mentioned earlier, says, “I always remind myself that the wrong actions of one individual do not represent the entire congregation or organization; neither do they represent Jehovah’s qualities.”

15. What do you learn from Emily’s experience?


Your answer



15 Consider the example of Emily. Only a week after Emily got baptized, her mother left the family and was removed from the congregation. Emily says: “Never could I have imagined that this would happen. This has been my biggest challenge, and I miss my mom a lot.” What has helped Emily? She says: “I am not alone. I have support not only from my dad but also from others in the congregation, who have been like a family to me. Everyone is dealing with a trial. That’s why it’s important to stay close to one another and encourage one another.” (1 Pet. 5:9) You do not have to wait for a challenge before you strengthen your bonds with your brothers and sisters. Continue doing so now. In that way, no matter what happens, you are less likely to feel alone.

16. What should we remember? (See also picture.)


Your answer



16 Remember, too, that Jehovah disciplines those he loves. (Heb. 12:6) He wants all who are removed from the congregation to return. (2 Pet. 3:9) So if someone close to you is removed from the congregation, you can be sure that the elders will do all that they can to help him to return to Jehovah.​—2 Tim. 2:24, 25.



[image: Two elders visiting a man who was removed from the congregation. One elder holds an open Bible while the other shows the man a lesson in the “Return to Jehovah” brochure.]

If someone close to you is removed from the congregation, remember that the elders want to help him to return to Jehovah (See paragraph 16)*







17. Of what can we be sure?


Your answer



17 We have discussed just a few of the challenges that you may face after baptism. True, some may seem daunting, but you have no reason to fear. There is much you can do to prepare. And never forget that you have the greatest help available: Jehovah God. He has already helped you, and he wants to help you forever! (1 Pet. 5:10) He will always give you the strength and the endurance you need to face any trial. As you keep accepting Jehovah’s help, there is no challenge that could ever pull you away from him!​—Ps. 119:165; Rom. 8:38, 39.



WHAT CAN WE DO TO PREPARE FOR THESE POSSIBLE CHALLENGES?


	  A brother or a sister offends us


Your answer





	  We begin to miss what we left behind


Your answer





	  Someone is removed from the congregation


Your answer












SONG 154 Unfailing Love



^  Although this article is directed at newly baptized Witnesses, all of us can benefit from this information.


^  Names have been changed.


^  Insight includes the ability to see beyond the obvious. This quality can help us to discern why another person spoke or acted in a certain way.


^  All of us​—not only those who are conducting Bible studies—​should help Bible students and newly baptized ones feel welcomed in the congregation. See paragraphs 15 and 16 of the article “As a Congregation, Help Bible Students to Progress to Baptism” in the March 2021 issue of The Watchtower.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: While in the ministry, a sister notices a sports team in action, and she recalls her own days as an athlete. Later, that sister gets to witness to a female athlete, perhaps a former teammate.


^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: Two elders pay a visit to a man who was removed from the congregation, encouraging him to return to Jehovah.






^ (Ps. 17:5) Let my steps stay on your tracks So that my feet will not stumble.



^  (Matt. 18:7) “Woe to the world because of the stumbling blocks! Of course, it is inevitable that stumbling blocks will come, but woe to the man through whom the stumbling block comes!



^  (Prov. 21:5) The plans of the diligent surely lead to success,* But all who are hasty surely head for poverty.

Or “advantage.”


^  (Ps. 17:5) Let my steps stay on your tracks So that my feet will not stumble.



^  (John 13:35) By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^  (Col. 3:12) Accordingly, as God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with the tender affections of compassion, kindness, humility, mildness, and patience.



^  (Eph. 4:23, 24) And you should continue to be made new in your dominant mental attitude, 24 and should put on the new personality that was created according to God’s will in true righteousness and loyalty.



^  (1 John 1:8) If we make the statement, “We have no sin,” we are misleading ourselves and the truth is not in us.



^  (Jas. 3:8) But no human can tame the tongue. It is unruly and injurious, full of deadly poison.



^ (Eph. 4:32) But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.



^  (Eph. 4:32) But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.



^  (Matt. 6:12) and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.



^ (Prov. 19:11) The insight of a man certainly slows down his anger, And it is beauty on his part to overlook* an offense.*

Lit., “pass over.”
Or “a transgression.”


^  (Prov. 19:11) The insight of a man certainly slows down his anger, And it is beauty on his part to overlook* an offense.*

Lit., “pass over.”
Or “a transgression.”


^  (Prov. 19:11) The insight of a man certainly slows down his anger, And it is beauty on his part to overlook* an offense.*

Lit., “pass over.”
Or “a transgression.”


^  (Prov. 10:12) Hatred is what stirs up contentions, But love covers over all transgressions.



^  (Rom. 12:10) In brotherly love have tender affection for one another. In showing honor to one another, take the lead.



^  (Phil. 2:2, 3) make my joy full by being of the same mind and having the same love, being completely united, having the one thought in mind. 3 Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of egotism, but with humility consider others superior to you,



^  (Num. 11:4-6) The mixed crowd* who were in their midst then expressed selfish longing, and the Israelites too began to weep again and say: “Who will give us meat to eat? 5 How fondly we remember the fish that we used to eat without cost in Egypt, also the cucumbers, the watermelons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic! 6 But now we* are withering away. We see nothing at all except this manna.”

Apparently the non-Israelites among them.
Or “our souls.”


^  (Heb. 11:8, 9) By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place he was to receive as an inheritance; he went out, although not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he lived as a foreigner in the land of the promise as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the very same promise.



^  (Heb. 11:15, 16) And yet, if they had kept remembering the place from which they had departed, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they are reaching out for a better place, that is, one belonging to heaven. Therefore, God is not ashamed of them, to be called on as their God, for he has prepared a city for them.



^ (Phil. 3:7, 8) Yet, the things that were gains to me, I have considered loss* on account of the Christ. 8 What is more, I do indeed also consider all things to be loss on account of the excelling value of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have taken the loss of all things and I consider them as a lot of refuse, that I may gain Christ

Or possibly, “have willingly abandoned.”


^ (Phil. 3:13) Brothers, I do not yet consider myself as having taken hold of it; but one thing is certain: Forgetting the things behind and stretching forward to the things ahead,



^  (Acts 22:3) “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Ci·liʹcia, but educated in this city at the feet of Ga·maʹli·el, instructed according to the strictness of the ancestral Law, and zealous for God just as all of you are this day.



^  (Gal. 1:13, 14) Of course, you heard about my conduct formerly in Juʹda·ism, that I kept intensely persecuting the congregation of God and devastating it; 14 and I was making greater progress in Juʹda·ism than many of my own age in my nation, as I was far more zealous for the traditions of my fathers.



^  (2 Cor. 11:23-26) Are they ministers of Christ? I reply like a madman, I am more outstandingly one: I have done more work, been imprisoned more often, suffered countless beatings, and experienced many near-deaths. 24 Five times I received 40 strokes less one from the Jews, 25 three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I experienced shipwreck, a night and a day I have spent in the open sea; 26 in journeys often, in dangers from rivers, in dangers from robbers, in dangers from my own people, in dangers from the nations, in dangers in the city, in dangers in the wilderness, in dangers at sea, in dangers among false brothers,



^  (Phil. 3:7, 8) Yet, the things that were gains to me, I have considered loss* on account of the Christ. 8 What is more, I do indeed also consider all things to be loss on account of the excelling value of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have taken the loss of all things and I consider them as a lot of refuse, that I may gain Christ

Or possibly, “have willingly abandoned.”


^  (Phil. 3:13) Brothers, I do not yet consider myself as having taken hold of it; but one thing is certain: Forgetting the things behind and stretching forward to the things ahead,



^ (Mark 10:29, 30) Jesus said: “Truly I say to you, no one has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for the sake of the good news 30 who will not get 100 times more now in this period of time*—houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the coming system of things, everlasting life.

Or “in the present time.”


^  (Eccl. 7:10) Do not say, “Why were the former days better than these?” for it is not out of wisdom that you ask this.



^  (Prov. 3:32) For Jehovah detests a devious person, But His close friendship is with the upright.



^  (Mark 10:29, 30) Jesus said: “Truly I say to you, no one has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for the sake of the good news 30 who will not get 100 times more now in this period of time*—houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the coming system of things, everlasting life.

Or “in the present time.”


^  (Isa. 65:21-23) They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full. 23 They will not toil* for nothing,* Nor will they bear children for distress, Because they are the offspring* made up of those blessed by Jehovah, And their descendants with them.

Or “work hard.”
Or “in vain.”
Lit., “seed.”


^  (Phil. 4:8, 9) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things. 9 The things that you learned as well as accepted and heard and saw in connection with me, practice these, and the God of peace will be with you.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^  (Isa. 65:14) Look! My servants will shout joyfully because of the good condition of the heart, But you will cry out because of the pain of heart And you will wail because of a broken spirit.



^  (1 Cor. 5:13) while God judges those outside? “Remove the wicked person from among yourselves.”



^  (1 Cor. 13:4) Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous. It does not brag, does not get puffed up,



^  (1 Cor. 13:7) It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.



^  (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^  (Ps. 1:2) But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^  (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)



^ (John 6:66-68) Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life.



^  (John 6:66-68) Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life.



^  (1 Pet. 5:9) But take your stand against him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by the entire association of your brothers* in the world.

Lit., “by your brotherhood.”


^  (Heb. 12:6) for those whom Jehovah* loves he disciplines, in fact, he scourges* everyone whom he receives as a son.”

See App. A5.
Or “punishes.”


^  (2 Pet. 3:9) Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.


^  (2 Tim. 2:24, 25) For a slave of the Lord does not need to fight, but needs to be gentle toward all, qualified to teach, showing restraint when wronged, 25 instructing with mildness those not favorably disposed. Perhaps God may give them repentance leading to an accurate knowledge of truth,



^  (1 Pet. 5:10) But after you have suffered a little while, the God of all undeserved kindness, who called you to his everlasting glory in union with Christ, will himself finish your training. He will make you firm, he will make you strong, he will firmly ground you.



^  (Ps. 119:165) Abundant peace belongs to those who love your law; Nothing can make them stumble.*

Or “For them there is no stumbling block.”


^  (Rom. 8:38, 39) For I am convinced that neither death nor life nor angels nor governments nor things now here nor things to come nor powers 39 nor height nor depth nor any other creation will be able to separate us from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Children Are “an Inheritance From Jehovah”



WHAT comes to your mind when you hear the word “inheritance”? You may think of money, a piece of property, or a treasured heirloom passed on to you by a beloved family member. Whatever form it takes, an inheritance is valuable and you surely want to take good care of it.

The Bible calls children “an inheritance from Jehovah.” (Ps. 127:3) Certainly, Christian parents view their children as precious gifts from their heavenly Father and want to do all they can to keep them safe and well cared for physically, emotionally, and spiritually.

Sad to say, though, some parents today do not consider their children to be a reward from God. (Isa. 49:15; 2 Tim. 3:1-3) Others may genuinely want to care for their children but struggle to do so because of various challenges. What are some of these challenges that make it difficult for parents to care for their children? What does Jehovah require of parents? And how can Christian parents succeed in raising their children?

THE CHALLENGES

	  Community and family pressure. In some areas of the world, parents with many children receive more respect from the community. Thus, couples may be pressured by their family or by their neighbors to have many children​—perhaps more than the couple can care for personally.



	  Concern about the future. In lands where infant mortality is high because of malnutrition, disease, and limited health services, some couples have many children to ensure that at least some reach adulthood. Other couples may choose to have many children to make certain that as parents they will be cared for during old age. This is especially true in countries where there is no government assistance for the elderly.



	  Family planning. In other areas, some couples have limited access to birth control. Others are afraid of the side effects of low-quality contraceptives that are available to them. Still others cannot afford to use birth control because of the high cost.*





WHAT DOES JEHOVAH REQUIRE OF PARENTS?



[image: A family enjoying time together at a park. The father listens attentively to their teenage daughter as she expresses herself while the mother plays ball with their young son.]

Spend time with each of your children





Provide for your children’s needs. Jehovah entrusts parents with the responsibility to provide materially for their minor children. He expects parents to be willing to work hard to provide food, clothing, and shelter for each child. Jehovah also requires that parents educate their children. So Christian parents do not simply send their children off to boarding schools. Rather, they ensure that their children live at home as they mature so that they can receive the proper schooling and personal attention, which make them feel safe, secure, and loved. Still, Jehovah is reasonable; he does not expect parents to be wealthy. In fact, Jehovah chose hardworking yet materially poor parents to raise his own beloved Son.​—Matt. 13:55, 56; Luke 2:24.

Bible principle: “Certainly if anyone does not provide for those who are his own, and especially for those who are members of his household, he has disowned the faith and is worse than a person without faith.”​—1 Tim. 5:8.

Jehovah understands that parents may need to receive practical help as they grow older. In fact, one way that children can honor their parents is by arranging for their care later in life. (Ex. 20:12; 1 Tim. 5:4) However, Jehovah is pleased when parents think primarily about how they will care for their children rather than about how their children might care for them.​—2 Cor. 12:14.

Provide spiritually. Christian parents also have the responsibility to train their children to love and worship Jehovah. He considers the spiritual training that parents provide to be an essential part of their children’s upbringing.​—Deut. 6:6, 7.

Bible principle: “Go on bringing [your children] up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.”​—Eph. 6:4.

JEHOVAH WANTS YOU TO SUCCEED



[image: A couple having a discussion in their home. The Bible is open on the table in front of them.]

Discuss in advance how many children you hope to have





Plan ahead. If you are contemplating having children, carefully consider your circumstances. For example, will you have the means to feed, clothe, and educate numerous children? If not, discuss with your mate whether to limit the size of your family so that you can provide any children you do decide to have with the care Jehovah requires. Of course, Jehovah understands that not everything in life can be planned. (Eccl. 9:11) But he will bless your sincere efforts to be successful parents.

Bible principles: “The plans of the diligent surely lead to success, but all who are hasty surely head for poverty.”​—Prov. 21:5.

“Who of you wanting to build a tower does not first sit down and calculate the expense to see if he has enough to complete it?”​—Luke 14:28.

Put Jehovah first in your family. Make the worship of Jehovah the priority for your family. If you already have children, be determined to teach each one of them to love Jehovah. Help them to pay attention and learn at congregation meetings. Maintain a weekly Family Worship routine. Train your children in the ministry. Do not turn over your parental responsibilities to your older children or to other relatives. Raising children to love Jehovah will require time and effort, but the rewards are great.

Bible principle: “No greater joy do I have than this: that I should hear that my children go on walking in the truth.”​—3 John 4.*

Trust in Jehovah. Whether you are thinking of starting a family or you already have children, be convinced that Jehovah’s standards are more important than local culture or custom.
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Caring for the spiritual needs of children requires time and effort





If you choose to limit the number of children you have, trust that Jehovah will still provide for you in your old age. Resist any pressure to view children as a kind of “retirement plan.” You never need to fear that you will be abandoned. Jehovah has promised to care for you, and he always keeps his promises.​—Josh. 23:14.

Bible principles: “Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding. In all your ways take notice of him, and he will make your paths straight.”​—Prov. 3:5, 6.

“I was once young and now I am old, but I have not seen anyone righteous abandoned, nor his children looking for bread.”​—Ps. 37:25.

“Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.”​—Matt. 6:33.

Children are precious gifts that Jehovah has entrusted to parents. How happy Jehovah must be when Christian couples live up to that trust! They lovingly provide for the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of their children; they plan the size of their family; and they faithfully put God’s requirements ahead of local culture or custom. In doing so, Christian couples show that their children are a cherished gift​—“an inheritance from Jehovah.”

They Have No Regrets
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Do parents suffer when they choose to limit the number of children they bring into the world? This question is on the mind of parents in many parts of the world where economic hardships are common. Note what some faithful family heads in a few of these countries had to say on the subject.

Did you face pressure to have a large family?

“Yes, even from some within the congregation. One couple said to us, ‘Why do you have only one son? Here in Africa, if you have one son, it is as if you have none. If you have two, it is as if you have only one.’ Even after the birth of our second daughter, the pressure did not stop.”​—Jeremias

Have you suffered physically or spiritually because of limiting the size of your family?

“No. Quite the opposite. Because we chose to have a small family, my wife and I were better able to care for our material needs and, above all, our spiritual needs. I was brought up in a large family, and I saw the many difficulties our father and mother had to cope with to provide us with proper sustenance and education.”​—Jeremias

How do your children feel about your decision?

“Our children feel encouraged because they did not face the same hardships as other children did whose parents struggled to care for them because of having so many children.”​—Filipe

“While growing up, our children were happy because they felt safe and cared for in a loving home. We always had the companionship of spiritually mature brothers and sisters, who encouraged us to set spiritual goals. Today we see in our children the results of those efforts.”​—Carlos

Have you benefited from your decision to limit the size of your family?

“We were better able to care for our family materially because of our decision. I lost a well-paying job about three years ago. That change in our circumstances was easier to handle because we were a small family and did not need many resources to care for all of us.”​—Jeremias

“Our decision has allowed us to provide for our children both materially and spiritually. We have been able to serve in areas where the need was greater. We have found it easier to meet each child’s needs. All our children serve Jehovah and have pursued spiritual goals.”​—Lenadi

What thought would you want to share with parents?

“I have witnessed the truth of Psalm 34:10b, which says: ‘Those seeking Jehovah will lack nothing good.’ Jehovah has provided everything that my family and I need.”​—Rafael







^  Each couple will decide how many children they will have, when they will have them, and whether to use a nonabortive form of birth control. No one should judge them for their personal decisions. (Rom. 14:4, 10-13) Additionally, married Christians keep in mind the counsel recorded at 1 Corinthians 7:3-5.


^  Although the children mentioned in this Bible verse refer to Christian disciples, a parent can easily relate to these sentiments expressed by John.






^ (Ps. 127:3) Look! Sons* are an inheritance from Jehovah; The fruit of the womb is a reward.

Or “Children.”


^ (Isa. 49:15) Can a woman forget her nursing child Or have no compassion for the son of her womb? Even if these women forget, I would never forget you.



^ (2 Tim. 3:1-3) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness,



^ (Matt. 13:55, 56) Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary, and his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 And his sisters, are they not all with us? Where, then, did he get all of this?”



^ (Luke 2:24) And they offered a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of Jehovah: “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”



^ (1 Tim. 5:8) Certainly if anyone does not provide for those who are his own, and especially for those who are members of his household, he has disowned the faith and is worse than a person without faith.



^ (Ex. 20:12) “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live a long time in the land that Jehovah your God is giving you.



^ (1 Tim. 5:4) But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let these learn first to practice godly devotion in their own household and to repay their parents and grandparents what is due them, for this is acceptable in God’s sight.



^ (2 Cor. 12:14) Look! This is the third time I am ready to come to you, and I will not become a burden. For I am seeking, not your possessions, but you; for the children are not expected to save up for their parents, but the parents for their children.



^ (Deut. 6:6, 7) These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart, 7 and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”


^ (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^ (Eccl. 9:11) I have seen something further under the sun, that the swift do not always win the race, nor do the mighty win the battle, nor do the wise always have the food, nor do the intelligent always have the riches, nor do those with knowledge always have success, because time and unexpected events* overtake them all.

Or “unforeseen occurrence.”


^ (Prov. 21:5) The plans of the diligent surely lead to success,* But all who are hasty surely head for poverty.

Or “advantage.”


^ (Luke 14:28) For example, who of you wanting to build a tower does not first sit down and calculate the expense to see if he has enough to complete it?



^ (3 John 4) No greater joy* do I have than this: that I should hear that my children go on walking in the truth.

Or possibly, “cause for thankfulness.”


^ (Josh. 23:14) “Now look! I am about to die,* and you well know with all your heart and with all your soul* that not one word out of all the good promises that Jehovah your God has spoken to you has failed. They have all come true for you. Not one word of them has failed.

Lit., “I am going today in the way of all the earth.”
See Glossary.


^ (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”


^ (Ps. 37:25) I was once young and now I am old, But I have not seen anyone righteous abandoned, Nor his children looking for bread.*

Or “food.”


^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^ (Ps. 34:10) Even strong young lions* have been reduced to hunger, But those seeking Jehovah will lack nothing good.

Or “maned young lions.”


^ (Rom. 14:4) Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for Jehovah can make him stand.



^ (Rom. 14:10-13) But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you also look down on your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written: “‘As surely as I live,’ says Jehovah, ‘to me every knee will bend, and every tongue will make open acknowledgment to God.’” 12 So, then, each of us will render an account for himself to God. 13 Therefore, let us not judge one another any longer but, rather, be determined not to put a stumbling block or an obstacle before a brother.



^ (1 Cor. 7:3-5) Let the husband give to his wife her due, and let the wife also do likewise to her husband. 4 The wife does not have authority over her own body, but her husband does; likewise, the husband does not have authority over his own body, but his wife does. 5 Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent for an appointed time, so that you may devote time to prayer and may come together again, in order that Satan may not keep tempting you for your lack of self-control.
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Questions From Readers



When will the nations proclaim “peace and security”?

As we considered in the “Questions From Readers” published in a recent issue of The Watchtower,* Jehovah will soon put into the hearts of “the ten horns” (all the political powers) “his thought,” namely, that they give their power and authority to the “scarlet-colored wild beast”​—the United Nations. This beast is also called “the image of the wild beast.” (Rev. 13:14, 15; 17:3, 16, 17) Then “the ten horns” and the newly empowered wild beast will remove false religion worldwide. Will the nations proclaim “peace and security”* before or after the destruction of false religion?​—1 Thess. 5:3.

Put simply, we do not know for sure the timing of the future proclamation of “peace and security.” If we knew all the details, we would not need to stay alert and watchful. Yet, Jesus repeatedly counseled his followers to “keep on the watch.” (Matt. 24:42; 25:13; 26:41) Let us now take a close look at the inspired prophecy that the apostle Paul set out in his letter to the Thessalonians.

Paul wrote: “Whenever it is that they are saying, ‘Peace and security!’ then sudden destruction is to be instantly on them.” (1 Thess. 5:2, 3) Our publications have often explained Paul’s words this way: The proclamation of “peace and security” will be made just before the outbreak of the great tribulation, which begins with the destruction of Babylon the Great​—the world empire of false religion. This future proclamation has been described as the final signal that the great tribulation is about to begin.

However, after further careful consideration, it seems that there is another possible explanation that we cannot rule out. Perhaps the proclamation of “peace and security” will be made after the destruction of false religion. Why might this be the case? Consider the following questions.

What has been false religion’s role in the wars of the nations? The Bible explains: “In her [“the great prostitute,” Babylon the Great] was found the blood of . . . all those who have been slaughtered on the earth.” (Rev. 17:1, 5; 18:24) Throughout history, the great prostitute has promoted the wars of the nations and often fueled acts of terrorism. So she has been a force for war and aggression, not peace and security. That raises the question: Will the nations proclaim “peace and security” only after they have removed Babylon the Great? That is possible, but we cannot be certain.

What will follow the proclamation of “peace and security”? Paul says: “Then sudden destruction is to be instantly on them.” (1 Thess. 5:3) The study note on this verse says: “Paul here indicates that there will be little or no time between the proclamation of ‘peace and security’ and the destruction that will come upon those making that cry. It will be sudden and inescapable.” If the world’s political powers proclaim “peace and security” after false religion has been removed, then the destruction of all those nations would follow with striking suddenness.

How will Jehovah’s people react to the foretold events? Paul says: “Brothers, you are not in darkness, so that the day should overtake you as it would thieves.” (1 Thess. 5:4) Consider: If the proclamation of “peace and security” is made after the destruction of false religion, then Jehovah’s people will know that the destruction of the nations is imminent. However, from the point of view of the nations, their destruction will come as a thief​—suddenly, without warning.

What, then, may we expect? In the near future, “the ten horns” and the greatly empowered wild beast will destroy false religion. This will be the start of the great tribulation. We also know that at some point, the nations will proclaim “peace and security.” When will that happen? We have discussed two possibilities. Possibility one: That proclamation will be made before the destruction of false religion. Possibility two: That proclamation will come after the political elements have completely destroyed false religion. We will have to wait and see what happens. Bible prophecies are often fully understood when they are being fulfilled or after they have been fulfilled.​—Compare John 12:16.

In the meantime, what matters most is, not the timing of the future proclamation of “peace and security,” but our standing before God. We must “stay awake and keep our senses,” so that we may be fully prepared no matter how events unfold.​—1 Thess. 5:6.



^  See “Questions From Readers” in The Watchtower of November 2025.


^  The wording that the apostle Paul uses allows for the possibility that this could be, not one, but a series of proclamations.






^  (Rev. 13:14, 15) It misleads those who dwell on the earth, because of the signs that it was permitted to perform in the sight of the wild beast, while it tells those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the wild beast that had the sword-stroke and yet revived. 15 And it was permitted to give breath* to the image of the wild beast, so that the image of the wild beast should both speak and cause to be killed all those who refuse to worship the image of the wild beast.

Or “spirit.”


^  (Rev. 17:3) And he carried me away in the power of the spirit into a wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet-colored wild beast that was full of blasphemous names and that had seven heads and ten horns.



^  (Rev. 17:16, 17) And the ten horns that you saw and the wild beast, these will hate the prostitute and will make her devastated and naked, and they will eat up her flesh and completely burn her with fire. 17 For God put it into their hearts to carry out his thought, yes, to carry out their one thought by giving their kingdom to the wild beast, until the words of God will have been accomplished.



^  (1 Thess. 5:3) Whenever it is that they are saying, “Peace and security!” then sudden destruction is to be instantly on them, just like birth pains on a pregnant woman, and they will by no means escape.



^  (Matt. 24:42) Keep on the watch, therefore, because you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.



^  (Matt. 25:13) “Keep on the watch, therefore, because you know neither the day nor the hour.



^  (Matt. 26:41) Keep on the watch and pray continually, so that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit, of course, is eager,* but the flesh is weak.”

Or “willing.”


^  (1 Thess. 5:2, 3) For you yourselves know very well that Jehovah’s day is coming exactly as a thief in the night. 3 Whenever it is that they are saying, “Peace and security!” then sudden destruction is to be instantly on them, just like birth pains on a pregnant woman, and they will by no means escape.



^  (Rev. 17:1) One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me: “Come, I will show you the judgment on the great prostitute who sits on many waters,



^  (Rev. 17:5) On her forehead was written a name, a mystery: “Babylon the Great, the mother of the prostitutes and of the disgusting things of the earth.”



^  (Rev. 18:24) Yes, in her was found the blood of prophets and of holy ones and of all those who have been slaughtered on the earth.”



^  (1 Thess. 5:3) Whenever it is that they are saying, “Peace and security!” then sudden destruction is to be instantly on them, just like birth pains on a pregnant woman, and they will by no means escape.



^  (1 Thess. 5:4) But you, brothers, you are not in darkness, so that the day should overtake you as it would thieves,



^  (John 12:16) These things his disciples did not understand at first, but when Jesus was glorified, they recalled that these things were written about him and that they did these things to him.



^  (1 Thess. 5:6) So, then, let us not sleep on as the rest do, but let us stay awake and keep our senses.








BIBLE CHARACTER

Obadiah​—Cultivate Godly Fear



Obadiah was the household steward of wicked King Ahab, the ruler who allowed the evils of Baal worship to fill the land. Yet, Obadiah developed a healthy fear of Jehovah “from his youth.” (1 Ki. 18:1-13) So when Queen Jezebel ordered that all the prophets of Jehovah be killed, Obadiah knew that he had to act courageously to prevent that evil outcome. Concealing just one prophet was dangerous; yet, Obadiah hid 100 prophets and supplied them with food during a severe famine! Imagine how difficult it was to avoid being detected by the hundreds of false prophets serving the king and the queen.​—1 Ki. 18:19.

What can we learn from this God-fearing man? Although Obadiah was afraid of Ahab, his fear of God was greater. It gave him the courage to risk his life to protect his brothers. If true worship is banned where we live, we too can cultivate godly fear. This kind of fear will strengthen us to support our brothers and sisters who are facing trials.







^ (1 Ki. 18:1-13) After some time, in the third year, Jehovah’s word came to E·liʹjah, saying: “Go, present yourself to Aʹhab, and I will send rain on the surface of the ground.” 2 So E·liʹjah went to present himself to Aʹhab, while the famine was severe in Sa·marʹi·a. 3 Meanwhile, Aʹhab called O·ba·diʹah, who was over the household. (Now O·ba·diʹah greatly feared Jehovah, 4 and when Jezʹe·bel was doing away with* Jehovah’s prophets, O·ba·diʹah took 100 prophets and hid them 50 to a cave, and he supplied them with bread and water.) 5 Aʹhab then said to O·ba·diʹah: “Go through the land to all the springs of water and to all the valleys.* Perhaps we can find enough grass to keep the horses and mules alive and not have all our animals die.” 6 So they divided between themselves the land they were going to pass through. Aʹhab went alone by one way, and O·ba·diʹah went alone by another way. 7 As O·ba·diʹah was on his way, E·liʹjah was there to meet him. At once he recognized him and fell facedown and said: “Is this you, my lord E·liʹjah?” 8 He replied to him: “It is I. Go and tell your lord: ‘E·liʹjah is here.’” 9 But he said: “What sin have I committed that you should hand your servant over to Aʹhab to put me to death? 10 As surely as Jehovah your God is living, there is not a nation or a kingdom where my lord has not sent to look for you. After they said, ‘He is not here,’ he made the kingdom and the nation swear that they could not find you. 11 Now you are saying, ‘Go and tell your lord: “E·liʹjah is here.”’ 12 When I depart from you, the spirit of Jehovah will carry you away to a place I will not know, and when I tell Aʹhab and he does not find you, he will surely kill me. Yet, your servant has feared Jehovah from his youth. 13 Has my lord not been told what I did when Jezʹe·bel was killing the prophets of Jehovah, how I hid 100 of the prophets of Jehovah by groups of 50 in a cave and kept supplying them bread and water?

Lit., “cutting off.”
Or “wadis.”


^ (1 Ki. 18:19) And now summon all Israel to me at Mount Carʹmel, as well as the 450 prophets of Baʹal and the 400 prophets of the sacred pole,* who are eating at the table of Jezʹe·bel.”

See Glossary.
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^ ***sjj song 82 “Let Your Light Shine”***


SONG 82

“Let Your Light Shine”


(Matthew 5:16)


	1. Jesus has commanded

That we shine our light,

Like the sun, impartial,

Comforting and bright.

Through the Holy Scriptures,

Thoughts of peace are heard.

May we now reflect his light

As we teach God’s Word.



	2. Let God’s Kingdom message

Speak to ev’ry heart;

Let it shine before us

As we play our part.

Light from Scripture guides us

As we bring good news.

Sharing truth with ev’ryone;

Truth is theirs to choose.



	3. Light from acts of kindness

Brightens up this world,

To our words adds beauty

Like a priceless pearl.

May our light keep shining

As we do what’s right,

Then our works will always be

Pleasing in God’s sight.







(See also Ps. 119:130; Matt. 5:14, 15, 45; Col. 4:6.)





^ (Matt. 5:16) Likewise, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your fine works and give glory to your Father who is in the heavens.



^ (Ps. 119:130) The disclosure of your words brings light, Giving understanding to the inexperienced.



^ (Matt. 5:14, 15) “You are the light of the world. A city cannot be hid when located on a mountain. 15 People light a lamp and set it, not under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it shines on all those in the house.



^ (Matt. 5:45) so that you may prove yourselves sons of your Father who is in the heavens, since he makes his sun rise on both the wicked and the good and makes it rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous.



^ (Col. 4:6) Let your words always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should answer each person.









^ ***sjj song 60 It Means Their Life***


SONG 60

It Means Their Life


(Ezekiel 3:17-19)


	1. In this year of goodwill

by our God, all need to hear

That the day of his anger

will come, and it is near.

(CHORUS)

It means their life, but not just theirs;

It means our own life as well.

It means their life if they obey,

So all the nations we must tell;

We must tell.





	2. There’s a message to preach,

so we spread it all abroad.

We invite all to come and

be reconciled to God.

(CHORUS)

It means their life, but not just theirs;

It means our own life as well.

It means their life if they obey,

So all the nations we must tell;

We must tell.



(BRIDGE)

It’s urgent, it’s important,

That people listen, learn, and live.

We tell them, and we teach them;

Life-giving truth we freely give.



(CHORUS)

It means their life, but not just theirs;

It means our own life as well.

It means their life if they obey,

So all the nations we must tell;

We must tell.









(See also 2 Chron. 36:15; Isa. 61:2; Ezek. 33:6; 2 Thess. 1:8.)





^ (Ezek. 3:17-19) “Son of man, I have appointed you as a watchman to the house of Israel; and when you hear a word from my mouth, you must warn them from me. 18 When I say to someone wicked, ‘You will surely die,’ but you do not warn him, and you fail to speak in order to warn the wicked one to turn from his wicked course so that he may stay alive, he will die for his error because he is wicked, but I will ask his blood back from you.* 19 But if you warn someone wicked and he does not turn back from his wickedness and from his wicked course, he will die for his error, but you will certainly save your own life.*

Or “I will hold you accountable for his blood.”
Or “soul.”


^ (2 Chron. 36:15) Jehovah the God of their forefathers kept warning them by means of his messengers, warning them again and again, because he felt compassion for his people and for his dwelling place.



^ (Isa. 61:2) To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,

Or “favor.”


^ (Ezek. 33:6) “‘But if the watchman sees the sword coming and he does not blow the horn and the people receive no warning and a sword comes and takes the life* of one of them, that person will die for his own error, but I will ask his blood back from the watchman.’*

Or “soul.”
Or “I will hold the watchman accountable for his blood.”


^ (2 Thess. 1:8) in a flaming fire, as he brings vengeance on those who do not know God and those who do not obey the good news about our Lord Jesus.









^ ***nwtsty 1 Corinthians 7:12***

12 But to the others I say, yes, I, not the Lord: If any brother has an unbelieving wife and she is agreeable to staying with him, let him not leave her;



^ ***w24 May pp. 11-12 What Do We Know About Jehovah’s Future Judgments?***


11. On what basis will people be judged at Armageddon?




11 We do know several things about future events. For example, we know that at Armageddon, people will be dealt with on the basis of how they have treated Christ’s brothers. (Matt. 25:40) Those judged as sheep will have shown their support for the anointed and for Christ. We also know that some of Christ’s brothers will still be on earth after the great tribulation starts and will not be taken to heaven until shortly before the outbreak of Armageddon. As long as the brothers of Christ are still on earth, it is possible that honesthearted individuals will have the opportunity to support them and the work they are doing. (Matt. 25:31, 32; Rev. 12:17) Why are those facts significant?

12-13. How might some react after seeing the destruction of “Babylon the Great”? (See also pictures.)




12 Even after the great tribulation starts, it is possible that some who see the destruction of “Babylon the Great” will recall that Jehovah’s Witnesses had long spoken of this event. Might some who see these events have a change of heart?​—Rev. 17:5; Ezek. 33:33.

13 Such an outcome would be similar to what occurred in Egypt in Moses’ day. Recall that “a vast mixed company” joined Israel in the Exodus. Some of these individuals may have started to develop faith when they saw that Moses’ warnings about the Ten Plagues came true. (Ex. 12:38) If a similar development should occur following the destruction of Babylon the Great, would we be disappointed that people were able to join us shortly before the end comes? Of course not! We want to reflect the personality of our heavenly Father, “a God merciful and compassionate, slow to anger and abundant in loyal love and truth.”*​—Ex. 34:6.





^  (Matt. 25:40) In reply the King will say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’



^  (Matt. 25:31, 32) “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit down on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.



^  (Rev. 12:17) So the dragon became enraged at the woman and went off to wage war with the remaining ones of her offspring,* who observe the commandments of God and have the work of bearing witness concerning Jesus.

Lit., “seed.”


^  (Rev. 17:5) On her forehead was written a name, a mystery: “Babylon the Great, the mother of the prostitutes and of the disgusting things of the earth.”



^  (Ezek. 33:33) And when it comes true—and it will come true—they will have to know that a prophet has been among them.”



^  (Ex. 12:38) And a vast mixed company* also went with them, as well as flocks and herds, a great number of livestock.

That is, a mixed company of non-Israelites, including Egyptians.


^  (Ex. 34:6) Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,*

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”






^  After Babylon the Great is destroyed, all of Jehovah’s servants will be tested during the attack of Gog of Magog. Any who side with God’s people after the destruction of Babylon the Great will also be tested.









^ ***w02 5/15 p. 28 Questions From Readers***

Questions From Readers

Would it be advisable for a true Christian to attend a funeral or a wedding in a church?

Our taking part in any form of false religion is displeasing to Jehovah and must be avoided. (2 Corinthians 6:14-17; Revelation 18:4) A church funeral is a religious service that likely involves a sermon advocating such unscriptural ideas as the immortality of the soul and a heavenly reward for all good people. It may also include such practices as making the sign of the cross and joining in prayer with the priest or minister. Prayers and other religious exercises contrary to Bible teaching may also be a part of a religious wedding ceremony held in a church or elsewhere. Being in a group where everyone else is engaging in a false religious act, a Christian may find it difficult to resist the pressure to join in. How unwise to expose oneself to such pressure!

What if a Christian feels obligated to attend a funeral or a wedding held in a church? An unbelieving husband, for example, may urge his Christian wife to be with him on such an occasion. Could she join him as a quiet observer? Out of regard for her husband’s wishes, the wife may decide to go with him, being determined not to share in any religious ceremonies. On the other hand, she may decide not to go, reasoning that the emotional pressure of the circumstances could prove to be too much for her, perhaps causing her to compromise godly principles. The decision would be hers to make. She definitely would want to be settled in her heart, having a clean conscience.​—1 Timothy 1:19.

In any case, it would be to her advantage to explain to her husband that she could not conscientiously share in any religious ceremonies or join in the singing of hymns or bow her head when prayer is offered. On the basis of her explanation, he may conclude that his wife’s presence could give rise to a situation that might be unpleasant to him. He may choose to go alone out of love for his wife, respect for her beliefs, or a desire to avoid any embarrassment. But if he insists that she go with him, she might go as a mere observer.

Not to be overlooked is the effect our attending a service in a religious building might have on fellow believers. Could it injure the conscience of some? Might their resistance to avoid engaging in idolatry be weakened? “Make sure of the more important things,” admonishes the apostle Paul, “so that you may be flawless and not be stumbling others up to the day of Christ.”​—Philippians 1:10.

If the occasion involves a close fleshly relative, there may be additional family pressures. In any case, a Christian must carefully weigh all the factors involved. Under certain circumstances he or she may conclude that no difficulties would arise from attending a church funeral or wedding as an observer. However, the circumstances may be such that by attending, the likely injury to one’s own conscience or to that of others would outweigh the possible benefits of being present. Whatever the situation, the Christian should make sure that the decision will not interfere with his preserving a good conscience before God and men.



^ (2 Cor. 6:14-17) Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what fellowship do righteousness and lawlessness have? Or what sharing does light have with darkness? 15 Further, what harmony is there between Christ and Beʹli·al? Or what does a believer share in common with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement does God’s temple have with idols? For we are a temple of a living God; just as God said: “I will reside among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 17 “‘Therefore, get out from among them, and separate yourselves,’ says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the unclean thing’”; “‘and I will take you in.’”



^ (Rev. 18:4) And I heard another voice out of heaven say: “Get out of her, my people, if you do not want to share with her in her sins, and if you do not want to receive part of her plagues.



^ (1 Tim. 1:19) holding faith and a good conscience, which some have thrust aside, resulting in the shipwreck of their faith.



^ (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;









^ ***w07 11/15 p. 31 Questions From Readers***

Questions From Readers

Is it proper for one of Jehovah’s Witnesses to attend the wedding of a non-Witness relative or acquaintance?

Weddings are joyous occasions, and it is understandable that a Christian would like to share in that joy. Of course, minors invited to attend should defer to their parents or guardians, who have the final say on the matter. (Ephesians 6:1-3) But what if a man who is not one of Jehovah’s Witnesses asks his Christian wife to accompany him to a church wedding? Her conscience might allow her to go merely as an observer determined not to share in any religious acts associated with the occasion.

Basically, then, whether to be present at a certain wedding or not is a matter for personal decision. However, each Christian should be aware of his accountability to Jehovah and ought to consider a number of Scriptural principles when making a decision about attending the wedding of a non-Witness.

Foremost on a Christian’s mind should be a desire to have God’s approval. Jesus said: “God is a Spirit, and those worshiping him must worship with spirit and truth.” (John 4:24) Thus, Jehovah’s Witnesses do not engage in interfaith activities, such as prayers, rituals, or ceremonies that are in conflict with Bible truth.​—2 Corinthians 6:14-17.

A Christian recognizes that his or her decision could also affect others. If you decide to attend, will your relatives be offended if you do not fully participate in the wedding festivities? The potential effect on fellow believers also needs to be taken into account. (Romans 14:13) Even if you or other members of your household conclude that attending a non-Witness wedding does not pose a problem, could your spiritual brothers and sisters be adversely affected? Could it injure the conscience of some?

Wedding ceremonies involving non-Witness relatives can present challenging situations. What if you are asked to be a member of the bridal party? Or what if your mate is not a Witness and wants to participate fully? If the wedding is a civil ceremony conducted by a judge or a secular officer, attending it may involve little more than witnessing a legal proceeding.

However, a wedding ceremony held in a religious building or performed by a clergyman raises additional concerns. In order to follow your Bible-trained conscience and avoid compromising your religious convictions or doing something that might prove embarrassing to the wedding party, you may decide to refrain from attending. (Proverbs 22:3) You could spare your family and yourself much stress by explaining your Bible-based convictions beforehand, indicating to what extent you are willing to participate or perhaps suggesting an alternative course of action.

After carefully weighing all the factors, some Christians may decide that it would not be improper to attend a non-Witness wedding as a quiet observer. But if a Christian reasons that by being present, he might be tempted to compromise godly principles, he may conclude that the risk outweighs the possible benefits. If he decides not to attend the wedding but to go as an invited guest to the festivities held thereafter, he should be determined to “do all things for God’s glory.” (1 Corinthians 10:31) In making such decisions, “each one will carry his own load” of responsibility. (Galatians 6:5) Whatever you decide, therefore, remember that preserving a good conscience before Jehovah God is vital.



^ (Eph. 6:1-3) Children, be obedient to your parents in union with the Lord, for this is righteous. 2 “Honor your father and your mother” is the first command with a promise: 3 “That it may go well with you* and you may remain a long time on the earth.”

Or “That you may prosper.”


^ (John 4:24) God is a Spirit, and those worshipping him must worship with spirit and truth.”



^ (2 Cor. 6:14-17) Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what fellowship do righteousness and lawlessness have? Or what sharing does light have with darkness? 15 Further, what harmony is there between Christ and Beʹli·al? Or what does a believer share in common with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement does God’s temple have with idols? For we are a temple of a living God; just as God said: “I will reside among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 17 “‘Therefore, get out from among them, and separate yourselves,’ says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the unclean thing’”; “‘and I will take you in.’”



^ (Rom. 14:13) Therefore, let us not judge one another any longer but, rather, be determined not to put a stumbling block or an obstacle before a brother.



^ (Prov. 22:3) The shrewd one sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.*

Or “penalty.”


^ (1 Cor. 10:31) Therefore, whether you are eating or drinking or doing anything else, do all things for God’s glory.



^ (Gal. 6:5) For each one will carry his own load.















^ ***sjj song 52 Christian Dedication***


SONG 52

Christian Dedication


(Hebrews 10:7, 9)


	1. Because Jehovah created

The universe so grand,

To him belong the earth and sky,

The works of his own hand.

The breath of life he has given

And to his creatures shown

That worthy is he to have the praise,

The worship of all his own.



	2. In water Jesus was baptized

To righteousness fulfill.

In solemn prayer he said to God:

‘I’ve come to do your will.’

When he came up from the Jordan

As God’s anointed Son,

Obedient and loyal he would pray:

‘My Father, your will be done.’



	3. We come before you, Jehovah,

To praise your name so great.

Disowning self, with humble hearts,

Our lives we dedicate.

You gave your only begotten,

Who paid the price so high.

No longer as living for ourselves,

For you we will live or die.







(See also Matt. 16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23.)





^ (Heb. 10:7) Then I said: ‘Look! I have come (in the scroll* it is written about me) to do your will, O God.’”

Lit., “in the scroll of the book.”


^ (Heb. 10:9) then he says: “Look! I have come to do your will.” He does away with what is first in order to establish what is second.



^ (Matt. 16:24) Then Jesus said to his disciples: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake and keep following me.



^ (Mark 8:34) He now called the crowd to him with his disciples and said to them: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake and keep following me.



^ (Luke 9:23) Then he went on to say to all: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake day after day and keep following me.









^ ***nwtsty Romans 10:9***

9 For if you publicly declare with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and exercise faith in your heart that God raised him up from the dead, you will be saved.



^ ***nwtsty Matthew 10:41***

41 Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will get a prophet’s reward, and whoever receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will get a righteous man’s reward.



^ ***sjj song 161 To Do Your Will Is My Delight***


SONG 161

To Do Your Will Is My Delight


(Psalm 40:8)


	1. As your Son rose up from the Jordan

And your precious words filled his heart,

He was deeply moved by your purpose,

And he longed to play his part.

He refused to yield to temptation.

He was zealous for your name.

He gave ev’rything he could give you,

And I long to do the same.

(CHORUS)

To do your will is my delight.

I give you all my strength and might.

This joy I feel; this joy is real.

I will walk on in your light.

To do your will is my delight.

I have a hope so clear and bright.

Your love I feel; your love is real.

I will praise you day and night.

It’s my delight.





	2. As I’ve come to know you, Jehovah,

I’ve found happiness deep inside.

I will gladly speak as your witness,

And your truth I will not hide.

Serving side by side with my brothers,

There’s no better way to live.

I will bear your name, oh, so proudly.

I’ll give all that I can give.

(CHORUS)

To do your will is my delight.

I give you all my strength and might.

This joy I feel; this joy is real.

I will walk on in your light.

To do your will is my delight.

I have a hope so clear and bright.

Your love I feel; your love is real.

I will praise you day and night.

It’s my delight.

Your will is my delight.









(See also Ps. 40:3, 10.)





^ (Ps. 40:8) To do your will, O my God, is my delight,* And your law is deep within me.

Or “desire.”


^ (Ps. 40:3) Then he put a new song in my mouth, Praise to our God. Many will look on in awe And put their trust in Jehovah.



^ (Ps. 40:10) I do not cover over your righteousness in my heart. I declare your faithfulness and salvation. I do not hide your loyal love and your truth in the great congregation.”









^ ***ijwbq article 110 What Is Baptism?***


What Is Baptism?



The Bible’s answer

Baptism is complete water immersion.* Many baptisms are recorded in the Bible. (Acts 2:41) Among them is the baptism of Jesus, who was immersed in the Jordan River. (Matthew 3:13, 16) Years later, an Ethiopian man was baptized in “a body of water” that was near the road he was traveling.—Acts 8:36-40.

Jesus taught that baptism is a requirement for his followers. (Matthew 28:19, 20) The apostle Peter reaffirmed that teaching.—1 Peter 3:21.

In this article

	What does baptism mean?



	What does the Bible say about infant baptism or christening?



	What does it mean to be baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the holy spirit?



	Is rebaptism a sin?



	Other baptisms mentioned in the Bible



	Misconceptions about Christian baptism





What does baptism mean?

Baptism is an outward symbol, or public display, that the individual being baptized has repented of his sins and made an unconditional promise to God to do his will. That includes living a life of obedience to God and to Jesus. People who get baptized put themselves on the path to everlasting life.

Water immersion is an apt symbol for the change a person has made in his life. How so? The Bible compares baptism to burial. (Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12) By going under the water, the person is showing that he has died to his former way of life. When he comes up from the water, he is, in effect, starting his new life as a dedicated Christian.

What does the Bible say about infant baptism or christening?

The Bible does not mention the terms “christen” or “christening.”* Nor does it teach that infants should be baptized.

Infant baptism is not compatible with the Scriptures. The Bible teaches that a person who wants to get baptized must meet certain requirements. For example, he should understand at least the basic teachings of God’s Word and be living in harmony with those teachings. He has repented of his sins. And through prayer, he has dedicated his life to God. (Acts 2:38, 41; 8:12) Infants are not able to do these things.

What does it mean to be baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the holy spirit?

Jesus instructed his followers to “make disciples . . . , baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19, 20) “In the name of” means that the one being baptized recognizes the authority and position of the Father and the Son, as well as the role of God’s holy spirit. To illustrate: The apostle Peter said to a man who was lame from birth: “In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, walk!” (Acts 3:6) The meaning is clear—Peter recognized and acknowledged the authority of Christ and attributed the miraculous cure to him.

	  “The Father” refers to Jehovah* God. As Creator, Life-Giver, and Almighty God, Jehovah has ultimate authority.—Genesis 17:1; Revelation 4:11.



	  “The Son” is Jesus Christ, who gave his life for us. (Romans 6:23) We cannot gain salvation unless we recognize and appreciate Jesus’ key role in God’s purpose for mankind.—John 14:6; 20:31; Acts 4:8-12.



	  “The holy spirit” is God’s active force, or his power in action.* God has used his holy spirit to create, to impart life, to convey messages to his prophets and others, and to empower them to do his will. (Genesis 1:2; Job 33:4; Romans 15:18, 19) God also used holy spirit to inspire the Bible writers to record his thoughts.—2 Peter 1:21.





Is rebaptism a sin?

It is not uncommon for people to change their religion. But what if they had been baptized in their former church? Would they be committing a sin if they got baptized again? Some answer yes, perhaps basing their view on Ephesians 4:5, which reads: “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” However, this verse does not mean that a person cannot be rebaptized. How so?

Context. The context of Ephesians 4:5 shows that the apostle Paul was emphasizing the need for true Christians to be united in belief and faith. (Ephesians 4:1-3, 16) Such unity could exist only if they followed the same Lord, Jesus Christ; had the same faith, or understanding of what the Bible teaches; and followed the same Scriptural requirements for baptism.

The apostle Paul encouraged some who were already baptized to be baptized again. This was because they had been baptized without a full understanding of Christian teaching.—Acts 19:1-5.

Proper basis for baptism. To be acceptable to God, baptism must be based on an accurate knowledge of Bible truth. (1 Timothy 2:3, 4) If a person is baptized on the basis of religious teachings that conflict with the Bible, that baptism would not be recognized by God. (John 4:23, 24) The person may have been sincere, but he did not act “according to accurate knowledge.” (Romans 10:2) To merit God’s approval, he would have to learn Bible truth, apply what he learned, dedicate his life to God, and be baptized again. Under these circumstances, his rebaptism would not be a sin. In fact, it would be the right thing to do.

Other baptisms mentioned in the Bible

The Bible mentions other baptisms that had a different meaning, or significance, from the water immersion of Christ’s followers. Consider some examples.

Baptism performed by John the Baptist.* Jews and Jewish proselytes were baptized by John in symbol of their repentance over sins they had committed against the Mosaic Law—the Law that God gave to the Israelites through Moses. John’s baptism prepared the people to recognize and accept the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth.—Luke 1:13-17; 3:2, 3; Acts 19:4.

Jesus’ personal baptism. Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist was unique. Jesus was a perfect man and had committed no sins. (1 Peter 2:21, 22) So his baptism did not involve repentance or “the request to God for a good conscience.” (1 Peter 3:21) Rather, it showed that he was presenting himself to God to do His will as the foretold Messiah, or Christ. This included giving his life for us.—Hebrews 10:7-10.

Baptism with holy spirit. Both John the Baptist and Jesus Christ spoke about baptism with holy spirit. (Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16; Acts 1:1-5) That baptism is not the same as baptism in the name of the holy spirit. (Matthew 28:19) Why is that so?

Only a limited number of Jesus’ followers are baptized with holy spirit. These ones are anointed with holy spirit because they are called to serve with Christ in heaven as fellow kings and priests over the earth.* (1 Peter 1:3, 4; Revelation 5:9, 10) Their subjects will be the millions of Jesus’ followers who have the hope of everlasting life in Paradise on earth.—Matthew 5:5; Luke 23:43.

Baptism into Christ Jesus and into his death. Individuals baptized with holy spirit are also “baptized into Christ Jesus.” (Romans 6:3) This baptism, therefore, applies to Jesus’ anointed followers, who will rule with him in heaven. By being baptized into Jesus, they become members of his anointed congregation. He is the Head, and they are the body.—1 Corinthians 12:12, 13, 27; Colossians 1:18.

Anointed Christians are also “baptized into [Jesus’] death.” (Romans 6:3, 4) In imitation of Jesus, they lead a self-sacrificing life of obedience to God and renounce any hope of everlasting life on earth. They complete this symbolic baptism when they die and receive a resurrection to life in heaven as spirit creatures.—Romans 6:5; 1 Corinthians 15:42-44.

Baptism with fire. John the Baptist said to his listeners: “That one [Jesus] will baptize you with holy spirit and with fire. His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will clean up his threshing floor completely and will gather his wheat into the storehouse, but the chaff he will burn up with fire that cannot be put out.” (Matthew 3:11, 12) Note that there are differences between baptism with fire and baptism with holy spirit. What did John mean by this illustration?

The wheat represents those who will listen to Jesus and obey him. They have the prospect of being baptized with holy spirit. The chaff symbolizes those who will not listen to Jesus. Their end is a baptism of fire, which symbolizes their everlasting destruction.—Matthew 3:7-12; Luke 3:16, 17.



Misconceptions about Christian baptism


Misconception: Sprinkling or pouring water on a person is an acceptable alternative to complete water immersion.


Fact: All the baptisms recorded in the Bible involved complete water immersion. (Matthew 3:13, 16; Acts 8:36-39) None involved mere sprinkling.* Sprinkling misses the point of water immersion—that the person being baptized has died to his former way of life and is now starting his new life as a dedicated servant of God.



Misconception: When the Bible says that a jailer in Philippi “and his entire household were baptized,” it implies that infants were baptized too.—Acts 16:25, 31-34.

Facts: For one thing, no ages are mentioned. For another, before the jailer and his household were baptized, they heard and accepted “the word of Jehovah.” (Acts 16:31, 32, 34) Therefore, they must have been old enough to understand what was said and to believe in God and the Lord Jesus.





^  The Greek word translated “baptism” refers to “immersion, submersion and emergence,” according to Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words.


^  “Christening” refers to a ceremony performed by some churches in which infants may be given a name and then “baptized” by having water sprinkled on or poured on their head.


^  Jehovah is the personal name of God. (Psalm 83:18) See the article “Who Is Jehovah?”


^  See the article “What Is the Holy Spirit?”


^  See the article “Who Was John the Baptist?”


^  See the article “Who Go to Heaven?”


^  The Bible also uses the term “baptisms” to describe certain ceremonial cleansings, such as the immersing of utensils. (Mark 7:4; Hebrews 9:10) This, of course, is altogether different from the complete water immersion of Jesus and his followers.






^  (Acts 2:41) So those who gladly accepted his word were baptized, and on that day about 3,000 people were added.



^  (Matt. 3:13) Then Jesus came from Galʹi·lee to the Jordan to John, in order to be baptized by him.



^  (Matt. 3:16) After being baptized, Jesus immediately came up from the water; and look! the heavens were opened up, and he saw God’s spirit descending like a dove and coming upon him.



^  (Acts 8:36-40) Now as they were going along the road, they came to a body of water, and the eunuch said: “Look! Here is water; what prevents me from getting baptized?” 37 —— 38 With that he commanded the chariot to halt, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, Jehovah’s spirit quickly led Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him anymore, but he went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, found himself in Ashʹdod, and he went through the territory and kept on declaring the good news to all the cities until he got to Caes·a·reʹa.



^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (1 Pet. 3:21) Baptism, which corresponds to this, is also now saving you (not by the removing of the filth of the flesh, but by the request to God for a good conscience), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.



^  (Rom. 6:4) So we were buried with him through our baptism into his death, in order that just as Christ was raised up from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in a newness of life.



^  (Col. 2:12) For you were buried with him in his baptism, and by your relationship with him you were also raised up together through your faith in the powerful work of God, who raised him up from the dead.



^  (Acts 2:38) Peter said to them: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of the holy spirit.



^  (Acts 2:41) So those who gladly accepted his word were baptized, and on that day about 3,000 people were added.



^  (Acts 8:12) But when they believed Philip, who was declaring the good news of the Kingdom of God and of the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were getting baptized.



^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Acts 3:6) However, Peter said: “Silver and gold I do not possess, but what I do have is what I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ the Naz·a·reneʹ, walk!”



^  (Gen. 17:1) When Aʹbram was 99 years old, Jehovah appeared to Aʹbram and said to him: “I am God Almighty. Walk before me and prove yourself faultless.*

Or “blameless.”


^  (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.


^  (Rom. 6:23) For the wages sin pays is death, but the gift God gives is everlasting life by Christ Jesus our Lord.



^  (John 14:6) Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.



^  (John 20:31) But these have been written down so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and because of believing, you may have life by means of his name.



^  (Acts 4:8-12) Then Peter, filled with holy spirit, said to them: “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today about a good deed to a crippled man, and you want to know who made this man well,* 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that in the name of Jesus Christ the Naz·a·reneʹ, whom you executed on a stake but whom God raised up from the dead, by means of him* this man stands here healthy in front of you. 11 This is ‘the stone that was treated by you builders as of no account that has become the chief cornerstone.’ 12 Furthermore, there is no salvation in anyone else, for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must get saved.”

Or “has saved this man.”
Or possibly, “in this name.”


^  (Gen. 1:2) Now the earth was formless and desolate,* and there was darkness upon the surface of the watery deep,* and God’s active force* was moving about over the surface of the waters.

Or “empty.”
Or “the surging waters.”
Or “God’s spirit.”


^  (Job 33:4) God’s own spirit made me, And the Almighty’s own breath brought me to life.



^  (Rom. 15:18, 19) For I will not presume to speak about anything except what Christ has done through me in order for the nations to be obedient, by my word and deed, 19 with the power of signs and wonders, with the power of God’s spirit, so that from Jerusalem and in a circuit as far as Il·lyrʹi·cum I have thoroughly preached the good news about the Christ.



^  (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”


^  (Eph. 4:5) one Lord, one faith, one baptism;



^  (Eph. 4:5) one Lord, one faith, one baptism;



^  (Eph. 4:1-3) Therefore I, the prisoner in the Lord, appeal to you to walk worthily of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all humility and mildness, with patience, putting up with one another in love, 3 earnestly endeavoring to maintain the oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.



^  (Eph. 4:16) From him all the body is harmoniously joined together and made to cooperate through every joint that gives what is needed. When each respective member functions properly, this contributes to the growth of the body as it builds itself up in love.



^  (Acts 19:1-5) In the course of events, while A·polʹlos was in Corinth, Paul went through the inland regions and came down to Ephʹe·sus. There he found some disciples 2 and said to them: “Did you receive holy spirit when you became believers?” They replied to him: “Why, we have never heard that there is a holy spirit.” 3 So he said: “In what, then, were you baptized?” They said: “In John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said: “John baptized with the baptism in symbol of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they got baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.



^  (1 Tim. 2:3, 4) This is fine and acceptable in the sight of our Savior, God, 4 whose will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.



^  (John 4:23, 24) Nevertheless, the hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the Father with spirit and truth, for indeed, the Father is looking for ones like these to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit, and those worshipping him must worship with spirit and truth.”



^  (Rom. 10:2) For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to accurate knowledge.



^  (Luke 1:13-17) However, the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zech·a·riʹah, because your supplication has been favorably heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to name him John. 14 You will have joy and great gladness, and many will rejoice over his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of Jehovah. But he must drink no wine or any alcoholic drink at all, and he will be filled with holy spirit even from before birth,* 16 and he will turn back many of the sons of Israel to Jehovah their God. 17 Also, he will go ahead of him with E·liʹjah’s spirit and power, to turn back the hearts of fathers to children and the disobedient ones to the practical wisdom of righteous ones, in order to get ready for Jehovah a prepared people.”

Or “right from his mother’s womb.”


^  (Luke 3:2, 3) in the days of chief priest Anʹnas and of Caʹia·phas, God’s declaration came to John the son of Zech·a·riʹah in the wilderness. 3 So he went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching baptism in symbol of repentance for forgiveness of sins,



^  (Acts 19:4) Paul said: “John baptized with the baptism in symbol of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.”



^  (1 Pet. 2:21, 22) In fact, to this course you were called, because even Christ suffered for you, leaving a model for you to follow his steps closely. 22 He committed no sin, nor was deception found in his mouth.



^  (1 Pet. 3:21) Baptism, which corresponds to this, is also now saving you (not by the removing of the filth of the flesh, but by the request to God for a good conscience), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.



^  (Heb. 10:7-10) Then I said: ‘Look! I have come (in the scroll* it is written about me) to do your will, O God.’” 8 After first saying: “You did not want nor did you approve of sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sin offerings”—sacrifices that are offered according to the Law— 9 then he says: “Look! I have come to do your will.” He does away with what is first in order to establish what is second. 10 By this “will” we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all time.

Lit., “in the scroll of the book.”


^  (Matt. 3:11) I, for my part, baptize you with water because of your repentance, but the one coming after me is stronger than I am, whose sandals I am not worthy to take off. That one will baptize you with holy spirit and with fire.



^  (Luke 3:16) John gave the answer, saying to all: “I, for my part, baptize you with water, but the one stronger than I am is coming, the lace of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with holy spirit and with fire.



^  (Acts 1:1-5) The first account, O The·ophʹi·lus, I composed about all the things Jesus started to do and to teach 2 until the day that he was taken up, after he had given instructions through holy spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After he had suffered, he showed himself alive to them by many convincing proofs. He was seen by them throughout 40 days, and he was speaking about the Kingdom of God. 4 While he was meeting with them, he ordered them: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but keep waiting for what the Father has promised, about which you heard from me; 5 for John, indeed, baptized with water, but you will be baptized with holy spirit not many days after this.”



^  (Matt. 28:19) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit,



^  (1 Pet. 1:3, 4) Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for according to his great mercy he gave us a new birth to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance. It is reserved in the heavens for you,



^  (Rev. 5:9, 10) And they sing a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals, for you were slaughtered and with your blood you bought people for God out of every tribe and tongue* and people and nation, 10 and you made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God, and they are to rule as kings over the earth.”

Or “language.”


^  (Matt. 5:5) “Happy are the mild-tempered, since they will inherit the earth.



^  (Luke 23:43) And he said to him: “Truly I tell you today, you will be with me in Paradise.”



^  (Rom. 6:3) Or do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?



^  (1 Cor. 12:12, 13) For just as the body is one but has many members, and all the members of that body, although many, are one body, so too is the Christ. 13 For by one spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink one spirit.



^  (1 Cor. 12:27) Now you are Christ’s body, and each of you individually is a member.



^  (Col. 1:18) and he is the head of the body, the congregation. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might become the one who is first in all things;



^  (Rom. 6:3, 4) Or do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 So we were buried with him through our baptism into his death, in order that just as Christ was raised up from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in a newness of life.



^  (Rom. 6:5) If we have become united with him in the likeness of his death, we will certainly also be united with him in the likeness of his resurrection.



^  (1 Cor. 15:42-44) So it is with the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised up in incorruption. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised up in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised up in power. 44 It is sown a physical body; it is raised up a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual one.



^  (Matt. 3:11, 12) I, for my part, baptize you with water because of your repentance, but the one coming after me is stronger than I am, whose sandals I am not worthy to take off. That one will baptize you with holy spirit and with fire. 12 His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will clean up his threshing floor completely and will gather his wheat into the storehouse, but the chaff he will burn up with fire that cannot be put out.”



^  (Matt. 3:7-12) When he caught sight of many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to the baptism, he said to them: “You offspring of vipers, who has warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, produce fruit that befits repentance. 9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones. 10 The ax is already lying at the root of the trees. Every tree, then, that does not produce fine fruit is to be cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 I, for my part, baptize you with water because of your repentance, but the one coming after me is stronger than I am, whose sandals I am not worthy to take off. That one will baptize you with holy spirit and with fire. 12 His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will clean up his threshing floor completely and will gather his wheat into the storehouse, but the chaff he will burn up with fire that cannot be put out.”



^  (Luke 3:16, 17) John gave the answer, saying to all: “I, for my part, baptize you with water, but the one stronger than I am is coming, the lace of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with holy spirit and with fire. 17 His winnowing shovel is in his hand to clean up his threshing floor completely and to gather the wheat into his storehouse, but the chaff he will burn up with fire that cannot be put out.”



^ (Matt. 3:13) Then Jesus came from Galʹi·lee to the Jordan to John, in order to be baptized by him.



^ (Matt. 3:16) After being baptized, Jesus immediately came up from the water; and look! the heavens were opened up, and he saw God’s spirit descending like a dove and coming upon him.



^ (Acts 8:36-39) Now as they were going along the road, they came to a body of water, and the eunuch said: “Look! Here is water; what prevents me from getting baptized?” 37 —— 38 With that he commanded the chariot to halt, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, Jehovah’s spirit quickly led Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him anymore, but he went on his way rejoicing.



^ (Acts 16:25) But about the middle of the night, Paul and Silas were praying and praising God with song, and the prisoners were listening to them.



^ (Acts 16:31-34) They said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will get saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of Jehovah to him together with all those in his house. 33 And he took them along in that hour of the night and washed their wounds. Then he and his entire household were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them into his house and set a table before them, and he rejoiced greatly with all his household now that he had believed in God.



^ (Acts 16:31, 32) They said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will get saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of Jehovah to him together with all those in his house.



^ (Acts 16:34) He brought them into his house and set a table before them, and he rejoiced greatly with all his household now that he had believed in God.



^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (Mark 7:4) and when they come from the market, they do not eat unless they wash themselves. There are many other traditions that they have received and cling to, such as baptisms of cups, pitchers, and copper vessels.)



^ (Heb. 9:10) They have to do only with foods and drinks and various ceremonial washings.* They were legal requirements concerning the body and were imposed until the appointed time to set things straight.

Lit., “various baptisms.”














^ ***sjj song 49 Making Jehovah’s Heart Glad***


SONG 49

Making Jehovah’s Heart Glad


(Proverbs 27:11)


	1. Great God, we’ve vowed to do your will;

In wisdom your work we’ll fulfill,

For then we know we’ll have a part

In making glad your loving heart.



	2. Your slave, your steward here on earth,

Declares your greatness and your worth

And feeds us nourishment when due,

To strengthen us your will to do.



	3. Impart to us your active force,

That we may keep a faithful course

And bring forth fruitage to your praise.

May we make glad your heart each day.







(See also Matt. 24:45-47; Luke 11:13; 22:42.)





^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Matt. 24:45-47) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Happy is that slave if his master on coming finds him doing so! 47 Truly I say to you, he will appoint him over all his belongings.



^ (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^ (Luke 22:42) saying: “Father, if you want to, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, let, not my will, but yours take place.”









^ ***sjj song 38 He Will Make You Strong***


SONG 38

He Will Make You Strong


(1 Peter 5:10)


	1. There was a reason why God brought the truth to you

And called you from the darkness to the light.

Within your heart, he saw the longing that you had

To search for him and practice what is right.

You promised him in prayer to do his will;

He helped you then, and he will help you still.

(CHORUS)

With Jesus’ blood He bought you,

to God you now belong.

So he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.

He’ll guide you and protect you,

as he has all along.

Yes, he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.





	2. God gave his own beloved Son in your behalf;

On this account, He wants you to succeed.

If He did not withhold the gift of His dear Son,

Then never doubt He’ll give the strength you need.

He won’t forget the faith and love you’ve shown;

He will not fail to care for all His own.

(CHORUS)

With Jesus’ blood He bought you,

to God you now belong.

So he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.

He’ll guide you and protect you,

as he has all along.

Yes, he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.









(See also Rom. 8:32; 14:8, 9; Heb. 6:10; 1 Pet. 2:9.)





^ (1 Pet. 5:10) But after you have suffered a little while, the God of all undeserved kindness, who called you to his everlasting glory in union with Christ, will himself finish your training. He will make you firm, he will make you strong, he will firmly ground you.



^ (Rom. 8:32) Since he did not even spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, will he not also, along with him, kindly give us all other things?



^ (Rom. 14:8, 9) For if we live, we live to Jehovah, and if we die, we die to Jehovah. So both if we live and if we die, we belong to Jehovah. 9 For to this end Christ died and came to life again, so that he might be Lord over both the dead and the living.



^ (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.



^ (1 Pet. 2:9) But you are “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for special possession, that you should declare abroad the excellencies”* of the One who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Lit., “the virtues,” that is, his praiseworthy qualities and deeds.














^ ***sjj song 99 Myriads of Brothers***


SONG 99

Myriads of Brothers


(Revelation 7:9, 10)


	1. Myriads on myriads of brothers,

Millions for all to see,

Each one a faithful witness,

Firm in integrity.

Myriads we are on myriads,

Growing, a mighty crowd,

From ev’ry nation and tribe and tongue,

We praise our God aloud.



	2. Myriads on myriads of brothers,

We preach both far and near

“Good news of something better,”

Which millions long to hear.

And as we keep on preaching,

Though we at times are stressed,

Jesus refreshes the weary souls;

He gives us peace and rest.



	3. Myriads on myriads of brothers,

God keeps us in his sight,

Safe in his earthly courtyards,

Serving him day and night.

Myriads we are on myriads,

With Kingdom news we go,

God’s fellow workers we have become,

Serving him here below.







(See also Isa. 52:7; Matt. 11:29; Rev. 7:15.)





^ (Rev. 7:9, 10) After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues,* standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands. 10 And they keep shouting with a loud voice, saying: “Salvation we owe to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.”

Or “languages.”


^ (Isa. 52:7) How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the one bringing good news, The one proclaiming peace, The one bringing good news of something better, The one proclaiming salvation, The one saying to Zion: “Your God has become King!”



^ (Matt. 11:29) Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,* for I am mild-tempered and lowly in heart, and you will find refreshment for yourselves.

Or “become my disciples (learners).”


^ (Rev. 7:15) That is why they are before the throne of God, and they are rendering him sacred service day and night in his temple; and the One seated on the throne will spread his tent over them.









^ ***sjj song 154 Unfailing Love***


SONG 154

Unfailing Love


(1 Corinthians 13:8)


	1. Look around us now;

See the love on each face—

Out there in the world, hard to find.

All these faithful friends

With the love they all show,

Glad to leave that old world behind.

(PRE-CHORUS)

Love never fails; that’s promised.

It always will endure.



(CHORUS)

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what Jehovah gives.

That’s what he is.

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what we need to live.

And the love here today,

In our heart may it stay—

Unfailing love.





	2. Though sometimes it seems

Like the cares of this life

Weigh us down and feel hard to bear,

Giving brings us joy

When we share faith and hope,

Comforted by God’s loving care.

(PRE-CHORUS)

Love will remain; that’s promised.

It always will endure.



(CHORUS)

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what Jehovah gives.

That’s what he is.

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what we need to live.

And the love here today,

In our heart may it stay.



(CHORUS)

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what Jehovah gives.

That’s what he is.

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what we need to live.

And the love here today,

In our heart may it stay—

Unfailing love,

Unfailing love,

Unfailing love.











^ (1 Cor. 13:8) Love never fails. But if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away with; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away with.









^ ***w21 March p. 12 As a Congregation, Help Bible Students to Progress to Baptism***


15. How does Proverbs 27:17 help us to see why we should make friends with a Bible student as he continues attending meetings?

15 Make friends with the student. As the student continues attending meetings, keep showing personal interest in him. (Phil. 2:4) Why not talk with him? Without being too personal, you could commend him for any positive changes he has made and ask him about his Bible study, his family, and his work. These conversations might draw you closer together. When you befriend the student, you help him to progress to baptism. (Read Proverbs 27:17.) Hanae now serves as a regular pioneer. Recalling when she first started to attend meetings, she says: “As I made friends in the congregation, I began looking forward to the meetings, and I attended even when I felt tired. I enjoyed the company of my new friends, and this helped me to end my friendships with those who did not share my beliefs. I wanted to get closer to Jehovah and to the brothers and sisters. Hence, I decided to get baptized.”

16. What else can you do to help a Bible student to feel at home in the congregation?

16 As the student continues to progress and make changes, help him to feel that he belongs in the congregation. You can do this by being hospitable. (Heb. 13:2) Looking back on his days as a Bible student, Denis, who serves in Moldova, remembers: “Several times, my wife and I were invited to socialize with the brothers. We heard how they had seen Jehovah help them. That encouraged us. These occasions helped to convince us that we wanted to serve Jehovah and that a wonderful life awaited us.” Once the Bible student qualifies as a publisher, you can also invite him to accompany you in the ministry. Diego, a publisher from Brazil, says: “Many brothers invited me to go out in the ministry. This was the best way to get to know them well. As I did, I learned a lot, and I felt closer to Jehovah and Jesus.”





^ (Prov. 27:17) As iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens his friend.*

Lit., “the face of his friend.”


^  (Phil. 2:4) as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^  (Prov. 27:17) As iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens his friend.*

Lit., “the face of his friend.”


^  (Heb. 13:2) Do not forget hospitality,* for through it some unknowingly entertained angels.

Or “kindness to strangers.”

















^ ***nwtsty 1 Thessalonians 5:3***

3 Whenever it is that they are saying, “Peace and security!” then sudden destruction is to be instantly on them, just like birth pains on a pregnant woman, and they will by no means escape.



^ ***w25 November p. 31 Questions From Readers***


Questions From Readers



What “thought” will Jehovah put into the hearts of the nations in the near future?

Regarding the start of the great tribulation, Revelation 17:16, 17 says: “The ten horns that you saw and the wild beast, these will hate the prostitute and will make her devastated and naked, and they will eat up her flesh and completely burn her with fire. For God put it into their hearts to carry out his thought, yes, to carry out their one thought by giving their kingdom to the wild beast.” In the past, our publications have said that the “thought” that Jehovah will put into the hearts of the nations is to destroy false religion.

However, an adjustment is needed. The “thought” that Jehovah will put into the hearts of the nations is for them to give “their kingdom to the wild beast.” To understand how this will be fulfilled, consider the following questions.

Who are the main characters in the prophecy? “The prostitute” is also called “Babylon the Great”; she represents the world empire of false religion. The “scarlet-colored wild beast” is a symbol of the peace organization that began to function in 1919 as the League of Nations and is now the United Nations. (Rev. 17:3-5) “The ten horns” represent all the governmental powers that support the wild beast.

What is the relationship between the prostitute and the scarlet-colored wild beast? The prostitute has been “sitting on” the wild beast, giving that beast her blessing and trying to influence, even dominate, it.

What will happen to the prostitute? The wild beast, along with the ten horns that support it, “will hate the prostitute.” Venting their hatred, they will plunder her wealth and expose her wickedness. And they will carry out Jehovah’s judgment respecting her, namely, that she be completely destroyed. (Rev. 17:1; 18:8) That will be the end of false religious institutions. However, before that happens, Jehovah will cause the nations to do something that is unprecedented in the history of human rulership.

What will Jehovah cause the nations to do? He will put into the hearts of the ten horns “his thought,” namely, that “they give their power and authority to the [scarlet-colored] wild beast”​—the United Nations. (Rev. 17:13) Think what that means. Will human governments simply decide on their own to hand over their power and authority to the wild beast? No! The prophecy shows that God himself will influence them to follow that course. (Prov. 21:1; compare Isaiah 44:28.) Will this be a gradual shift in power? No! Evidently it will be a sudden, decisive change. Then the newly empowered wild beast will execute Jehovah’s judgment on false religious organizations by removing them once and for all.

What, then, may we expect? We need not look for news reports that governments are slowly becoming more supportive of the United Nations. What we can expect is this: With startling suddenness, Jehovah will put it into the hearts of the nations to hand over their power to the wild beast. When that happens, we will know that the great tribulation is about to begin. Meanwhile, “let us stay awake and keep our senses” because sudden changes are soon to come!​—1 Thess. 5:6.





^  (Rev. 17:16, 17) And the ten horns that you saw and the wild beast, these will hate the prostitute and will make her devastated and naked, and they will eat up her flesh and completely burn her with fire. 17 For God put it into their hearts to carry out his thought, yes, to carry out their one thought by giving their kingdom to the wild beast, until the words of God will have been accomplished.



^  (Rev. 17:3-5) And he carried me away in the power of the spirit into a wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet-colored wild beast that was full of blasphemous names and that had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and she was adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, and she had in her hand a golden cup that was full of disgusting things and the unclean things of her sexual immorality.* 5 On her forehead was written a name, a mystery: “Babylon the Great, the mother of the prostitutes and of the disgusting things of the earth.”

Greek, por·neiʹa. See Glossary.


^  (Rev. 17:1) One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me: “Come, I will show you the judgment on the great prostitute who sits on many waters,



^  (Rev. 18:8) That is why in one day her plagues will come, death and mourning and famine, and she will be completely burned with fire, because Jehovah* God, who judged her, is strong.

See App. A5.


^  (Rev. 17:13) These have one thought, so they give their power and authority to the wild beast.



^  (Prov. 21:1) A king’s heart is like streams of water in Jehovah’s hand. He directs it wherever He pleases.



^  (Isa. 44:28) The One saying of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, And he will completely carry out all my will’; The One saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be rebuilt,’ And of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’”



^  (1 Thess. 5:6) So, then, let us not sleep on as the rest do, but let us stay awake and keep our senses.
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