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SONG 97 Life Depends on God’s Word



Continue to Satisfy Your “Spiritual Need”



OUR YEARTEXT FOR 2026: “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need.”​—MATT. 5:3.




FOCUS

How we can continue to benefit from the spiritual food, clothing, and shelter that Jehovah provides.




 1. Jehovah has created us with what basic needs? (Matthew 5:3)


Your answer



JEHOVAH has created humans with certain basic needs. For example, to sustain our life, we need food, clothing, and shelter. If we lack any one of these necessities, even for a brief time, life becomes a trial. In addition to creating us with a need for those material things, Jehovah has also created us with a spiritual need. (Read Matthew 5:3.) If we want to be truly happy, we have to be aware of that need and then continue to satisfy it.

 2. How would you illustrate what it means to be “conscious” of your “spiritual need”?


Your answer



2 What does it mean to be “conscious” of our “spiritual need”? The original-language expression conveys the idea of being a beggar for the spirit. That phrase creates a powerful mental picture. Imagine a scraggly figure clothed in rags, crouching on the corner of a city street. He is weak from a lack of food, shunned because of his appearance, and exposed to the searing heat of day and to the bitter cold of night. The beggar is keenly aware that he will need help if he is to improve his situation in life. Similarly, someone who is conscious of his spiritual need​—a beggar for the spirit—​will need help to improve his situation. So he is eager to take advantage of the abundant spiritual provisions that Jehovah supplies to those who love Him.

 3. What will we discuss in this article?


Your answer



3 In this article, we will first consider what we can learn from a Phoenician woman who begged Jesus to help her. This account highlights three qualities that must be developed by those who are conscious of their spiritual need. Then we will discuss the examples set by the apostles Peter and Paul as well as King David, who were all spiritual men.

AN EXAMPLE OF HUMILITY, PERSISTENCE, AND FAITH

 4. What did a Phoenician woman want from Jesus?


Your answer



4 On one occasion, a Phoenician woman approached Jesus. Her daughter was “cruelly demon possessed.” (Matt. 15:21-28) The woman fell to her knees and begged Jesus for help. This Phoenician woman displayed noteworthy qualities when she approached Jesus. Consider some of these.

 5. What qualities did the woman show, and how did Jesus respond? (See also picture.)


Your answer



5 The Phoenician woman showed real humility. Why can we say that? Because she did not take offense when Jesus used an illustration that seemed to liken her to a little dog, perhaps the kind of animal kept as a family pet in a Gentile’s home. How would you have reacted to Jesus’ words and actions? Would you have felt insulted and given up on seeking his help? That is not how the Phoenician woman behaved. She showed not only humility but also persistence. This is evident by the way she continued to beg Jesus for help. What moved her to do so? Her faith in Jesus. In fact, this woman’s faith moved Jesus so deeply that he did something remarkable. Despite having just said that he was sent to help only “the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” Jesus removed the unclean spirit from this Gentile woman’s daughter.



[image: A Phoenician woman on her knees, begging Jesus for help. Jesus and three of his disciples listen to her as they sit at a dining table.]

The Phoenician woman needed humility, persistence, and faith to get the help she wanted (See paragraph 5)







 6. What do we learn from the account about the Phoenician woman?


Your answer



6 In order to satisfy our spiritual need, we must develop the same qualities. We must be humble, be persistent, and have strong faith. Only a humble person will persistently beg God for help. We must also have strong faith in Christ Jesus and trust those whom he is using to direct his disciples. (Matt. 24:45-47) Jehovah and his Son are pleased to satisfy the spiritual need of those who display these qualities. (Compare James 1:5-7.) Now let us examine the way Jehovah provides us with spiritual food, clothing, and shelter. We will see what we need to do to gain these necessities by looking at the examples set by the apostles Peter and Paul as well as King David.

LIKE PETER​—REMAIN WELL-FED SPIRITUALLY

 7. What commission did Peter receive, but what did he also need to do? Explain. (Hebrews 5:14–6:1)


Your answer



7 Consider the apostle Peter’s example. He was one of the first Jews to recognize that Jesus was the Messiah​—the one whom Jehovah was using to feed His people “sayings of everlasting life.” (John 6:66-68) Before the resurrected Jesus ascended to heaven, he gave Peter this commission: “Feed my little sheep.” (John 21:17) Peter fulfilled that commission faithfully, and Jehovah even used him to write two letters that became part of the Bible. But Peter also needed to nourish himself with spiritual food. For example, he studied the inspired letters that the apostle Paul wrote previously. Peter acknowledged that some of the things Paul wrote about were “hard to understand.” (2 Pet. 3:15, 16) But Peter obviously persisted, having faith that Jehovah would help him to digest, or understand and apply, the “solid food” that Paul had been inspired to serve in his letters.​—Read Hebrews 5:14–6:1.

 8. How did Peter respond to new light that was revealed through God’s representative?


Your answer



8 Peter proved that he had faith in Jehovah by obeying the direction he received. For instance, while in the port city of Joppa, Peter had a vision in which God’s representative told him to slaughter and eat animals that, according to the Mosaic Law, were unclean. To the Jews, that direction would have been shocking. At first, Peter responded: “Not at all, Lord, because I have never eaten anything defiled and unclean.” He was then told: “Stop calling defiled the things God has cleansed.” (Acts 10:9-15) Peter got the point. How do we know? Soon after he received the vision, three men sent by the Gentile Cornelius arrived and invited Peter to come and speak to their master. Normally, Peter would never have agreed to enter a Gentile’s house. The Jews considered the Gentiles to be unclean. (Acts 10:28, 29) But Peter immediately accepted the new light that Jehovah had revealed to him. (Prov. 4:18) He preached to Cornelius and his household and had the joy of seeing them accept the truth, receive holy spirit, and get baptized.​—Acts 10:44-48.

 9. What are two ways in which we benefit from developing a hearty appetite for solid spiritual food?


Your answer



9 Like Peter, we must regularly feed on the milk, or basic truths, of God’s Word. We must also develop an appetite for solid spiritual food​—truths that may be more difficult to understand. We have to set aside the time and be willing to make the effort to get a deeper understanding of God’s Word, but it’s worth it. Why? We benefit in at least two ways: One, we learn things about Jehovah that deepen our love and respect for him; and two, we feel even more motivated to tell others about our awe-inspiring heavenly Father. (Rom. 11:33; Rev. 4:11) Peter’s example teaches us another lesson: When we receive adjustments in our understanding of God’s Word, we need to be quick to adapt our thinking and actions. Only then will we remain spiritually well-fed and useful to Jehovah.

LIKE PAUL​—REMAIN SPIRITUALLY WELL-CLOTHED

10. What does being spiritually well-clothed involve? (Colossians 3:8-10)


Your answer



10 To please God, we must take advantage of another of Jehovah’s provisions: spiritual clothing. What do we mean by that? The apostle Paul wrote that we must “strip off the old personality” and clothe ourselves with “the new personality.” (Read Colossians 3:8-10.) Clothing ourselves in such a way can be an ongoing challenge. Consider Paul’s own example. From a young age, he worked hard to gain God’s favor. (Gal. 1:14; Phil. 3:4, 5) But he lacked accurate knowledge of God’s purpose and was thus in a poor spiritual condition. His ignorance of Christ’s teachings, coupled with pride, made him “an insolent man” who was clothed in negative personality traits.​—1 Tim. 1:13.

11. What flaw did Paul have to work hard to overcome? Explain.


Your answer



11 Before becoming a Christian, Paul had a hot temper. An account in Acts states that Paul was so angry with the disciples of Jesus that he was “breathing threat and murder” against them. (Acts 9:1) After becoming a Christian, Paul no doubt worked hard to strip off this aspect of his old personality. (Eph. 4:22, 31) Even so, when Paul and Barnabas had an argument, it erupted into “a sharp burst of anger.” (Acts 15:37-39) That was a setback for Paul, but he did not give up. He kept ‘pummeling his body’​—fighting his imperfections—​so as to retain Jehovah’s approval.​—1 Cor. 9:27.

12. What helped Paul to succeed in stripping off negative traits?


Your answer



12 Paul was able to succeed in stripping off his negative traits and then in clothing himself with the new personality because he did not rely on his own strength. (Phil. 4:13) Like Peter, Paul depended on “the strength that God supplies.” (1 Pet. 4:11) Still, Paul at times felt like a failure. But when he was discouraged, he thought of the good things his heavenly Father had done for him, and that strengthened his resolve to keep on trying.​—Rom. 7:21-25.

13. How can we imitate Paul?


Your answer



13 We can imitate Paul by recognizing that no matter how long we have been serving Jehovah, we need to keep working at stripping off the old personality and putting on the new personality​—the spiritual clothing that God supplies. If we have a setback​—such as losing our temper or speaking unkindly to someone—​we do not need to view ourselves as a failure. Instead, we should keep pursuing our goal of transforming the way we think and act. (Rom. 12:1, 2; Eph. 4:24) As we do so, however, we must remember a key fact: Unlike literal clothes that are adjusted to fit us, we must adjust ourselves to fit the spiritual clothing that Jehovah supplies. It is only reasonable that we change who we are in order to measure up to God’s requirements.

LIKE DAVID​—REMAIN SPIRITUALLY WELL-SHELTERED

14-15. In what sense does Jehovah provide spiritual shelter for his people? (Psalm 27:5) (See also picture.)


Your answer



14 To be truly happy, we need more than spiritual food and spiritual clothing. We also need spiritual shelter. What is that, and how can we be sure to remain under its protection?

15 King David spoke about the spiritual shelter that Jehovah provides. (Read Psalm 27:5.) Jehovah protects his people from anyone and anything that could permanently harm their faith in Him. How does Jehovah shelter his servants from external threats? He promises that no weapon formed against them will have any success. (Ps. 34:7; Isa. 54:17) Although Satan and his agents are powerful, they are not able to cause us any lasting harm. Even if they take our life, Jehovah will give it back to us in the resurrection. (1 Cor. 15:55-57; Rev. 21:3, 4) Jehovah also helps us to cope with internal anxieties that have the potential to cause us lasting harm. (Prov. 12:25; Matt. 6:27-29) And our loving Father provides us with a spiritual family of brothers and sisters who support us and with elders who shepherd us. (Isa. 32:1, 2) When we meet together, we are often reminded of specific ways we can take advantage of Jehovah’s protection.​—Heb. 10:24, 25.



[image: A sister raising her hand to comment during the “Watchtower” Study. Other brothers and sisters also raise their hand.]

A sister seeks spiritual help by attending a congregation meeting with her brothers and sisters (See paragraphs 14-15)







16. In what ways did Jehovah protect David?


Your answer



16 When David obeyed Jehovah, he was protected from the harm that comes to those who sin willfully. (Compare Proverbs 5:1, 2.) By contrast, when David ignored God’s standards, Jehovah did not shelter him from the consequences of his actions. (2 Sam. 12:9, 10) What about the times when David suffered through no fault of his own? David poured out his heart to Jehovah in prayer, and Jehovah eased David’s anxiety by reassuring him that He loved him dearly and would care for him.​—Ps. 23:1-6.

17. How can we imitate David?


Your answer



17 We can imitate David by seeking Jehovah’s counsel when we make decisions. We also recognize that we may at times suffer hardship, not because Jehovah has failed to shelter us, but because we have made poor decisions. (Gal. 6:7, 8) And when we face trials through no fault of our own, we pour out our heart to Jehovah in prayer, trusting that he will guard our hearts and our thoughts.​—Phil. 4:6, 7.

CONTINUE TO SATISFY YOUR SPIRITUAL NEED

18. What challenge do we face, and how can we continue to satisfy our spiritual need? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



18 Our 2026 yeartext states: “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need.” That is true today more than ever. Why? Because we are surrounded by unhappy people who deny that they have such a need or who try to satisfy that need in their own way through false religion or human philosophy. We must avoid letting their attitude influence us. How? By nourishing ourselves with the spiritual food that Jehovah provides, by clothing ourselves with the new personality, and by seeking shelter in the protection that Jehovah supplies.





[image: Collage: The sister shown in the previous image continuing to satisfy her spiritual need. 1. She studies a “Watchtower” study article. 2. She brings food to a couple at their home. The husband sits in a chair with his head wrapped in bandages and an IV attached to his arm. 3. She enjoys a shepherding visit from two brothers.]

We must continue to satisfy our need for spiritual food, clothing, and shelter (See paragraph 18)*





HOW CAN WE BENEFIT FROM JEHOVAH’S PROVISION OF SPIRITUAL . . .


	  food?


Your answer





	  clothing?


Your answer





	  shelter?


Your answer












SONG 162 My Spiritual Need



^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: The sister from the previous image feeds on spiritual food by studying The Watchtower, shows kindness to others as part of her new personality, and seeks help from elders who lovingly shepherd her.






^ (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.



^ (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.



^  (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.



^  (Matt. 15:21-28) Leaving there, Jesus now went into the region of Tyre and Siʹdon. 22 And look! a Phoe·niʹcian woman from that region came and cried out: “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David. My daughter is cruelly demon possessed.” 23 But he did not say a word in answer to her. So his disciples came and began to urge him: “Send her away, because she keeps crying out after us.” 24 He answered: “I was not sent to anyone except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But the woman came and did obeisance to him, saying: “Lord, help me!” 26 In answer he said: “It is not right to take the bread of the children and throw it to the little dogs.” 27 She said: “Yes, Lord, but really the little dogs do eat of the crumbs falling from the table of their masters.” 28 Then Jesus replied to her: “O woman, great is your faith; let it happen to you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that hour on.



^  (Matt. 24:45-47) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Happy is that slave if his master on coming finds him doing so! 47 Truly I say to you, he will appoint him over all his belongings.



^  (Jas. 1:5-7) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him. 6 But let him keep asking in faith, not doubting at all, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven by the wind and blown about. 7 In fact, that man should not expect to receive anything from Jehovah;*

Or “finding fault.”
See App. A5.


^ (Heb. 5:14-6:1) But solid food belongs to mature people, to those who through use have their powers of discernment trained to distinguish both right and wrong. 
6 Therefore, now that we have moved beyond the primary doctrine about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying a foundation again, namely, repentance from dead works and faith in God,



^  (John 6:66-68) Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life.



^  (John 21:17) He said to him a third time: “Simon son of John, do you have affection for me?” Peter became grieved that he asked him the third time: “Do you have affection for me?” So he said to him: “Lord, you are aware of all things; you know that I have affection for you.” Jesus said to him: “Feed my little sheep.



^  (2 Pet. 3:15, 16) Furthermore, consider the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote you according to the wisdom given him, 16 speaking about these things as he does in all his letters. However, some things in them are hard to understand, and these things the ignorant* and unstable are twisting, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.

Or “untaught.”


^  (Heb. 5:14-6:1) But solid food belongs to mature people, to those who through use have their powers of discernment trained to distinguish both right and wrong. 
6 Therefore, now that we have moved beyond the primary doctrine about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying a foundation again, namely, repentance from dead works and faith in God,



^  (Acts 10:9-15) The next day as they were continuing on their journey and were approaching the city, Peter went up to the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 But he became very hungry and wanted to eat. While they were preparing the meal, he fell into a trance 11 and saw heaven opened and something* descending like a great linen sheet being let down by its four corners on the earth; 12 and in it were all sorts of four-footed animals and reptiles* of the earth and birds of heaven. 13 Then a voice said to him: “Get up, Peter, slaughter* and eat!” 14 But Peter said: “Not at all, Lord, because I have never eaten anything defiled and unclean.” 15 And the voice spoke again to him, the second time: “Stop calling defiled the things God has cleansed.”

Lit., “some sort of object (vessel).”
Or “creeping things.”
Or “sacrifice.”


^  (Acts 10:28, 29) He said to them: “You well know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or approach a man of another nation, and yet God has shown me that I should call no man defiled or unclean. 29 So I came, really without objection, when I was sent for. Therefore, I ask you why you sent for me.”



^  (Prov. 4:18) But the path of the righteous is like the bright morning light That grows brighter and brighter until full daylight.



^  (Acts 10:44-48) While Peter was still speaking about these matters, the holy spirit came upon all those hearing the word. 45 And the circumcised believers who had come with Peter were amazed, because the free gift of the holy spirit was being poured out also on people of the nations. 46 For they heard them speaking in foreign languages and magnifying God. Then Peter responded: 47 “Can anyone deny water to prevent these from being baptized who have received the holy spirit just as we have?” 48 With that he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they requested him to stay for some days.



^  (Rom. 11:33) O the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments are and beyond tracing out his ways are!



^  (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.


^ (Col. 3:8-10) But now you must put them all away from you: wrath, anger, badness, abusive speech, and obscene talk out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another. Strip off the old personality with its practices, 10 and clothe yourselves with the new personality, which through* accurate knowledge is being made new according to the image of the One who created it,

Or “in.”


^  (Col. 3:8-10) But now you must put them all away from you: wrath, anger, badness, abusive speech, and obscene talk out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another. Strip off the old personality with its practices, 10 and clothe yourselves with the new personality, which through* accurate knowledge is being made new according to the image of the One who created it,

Or “in.”


^  (Gal. 1:14) and I was making greater progress in Juʹda·ism than many of my own age in my nation, as I was far more zealous for the traditions of my fathers.



^  (Phil. 3:4, 5) though I, if anyone, do have grounds for confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinks he has grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born from Hebrews; regarding law, a Pharisee;



^  (1 Tim. 1:13) although formerly I was a blasphemer and a persecutor and an insolent man. Nevertheless, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and with a lack of faith.



^  (Acts 9:1) But Saul, still breathing threat and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest



^  (Eph. 4:22) You were taught to put away the old personality that conforms to your former course of conduct and that is being corrupted according to its deceptive desires.



^  (Eph. 4:31) Put away from yourselves every kind of malicious bitterness, anger, wrath, screaming, and abusive speech, as well as everything injurious.



^  (Acts 15:37-39) Barʹna·bas was determined to take along John, who was called Mark. 38 Paul, however, was not in favor of taking him along with them, seeing that he had departed from them in Pam·phylʹi·a and had not gone with them to the work. 39 At this there was a sharp burst of anger, so that they separated from each other; and Barʹna·bas took Mark along and sailed away to Cyʹprus.



^  (1 Cor. 9:27) but I pummel my body and lead it as a slave, so that after I have preached to others, I myself should not become disapproved* somehow.

Or “disqualified.”


^  (Phil. 4:13) For all things I have the strength through the one who gives me power.



^  (1 Pet. 4:11) If anyone speaks, let him do so as speaking pronouncements from God; if anyone ministers, let him do so as depending on the strength that God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. The glory and the might are his forever and ever. Amen.



^  (Rom. 7:21-25) I find, then, this law in my case: When I wish to do what is right, what is bad is present with me. 22 I really delight in the law of God according to the man I am within, 23 but I see in my body another law warring against the law of my mind and leading me captive to sin’s law that is in my body. 24 Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death? 25 Thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So, then, with my mind I myself am a slave to God’s law, but with my flesh to sin’s law.



^  (Rom. 12:1, 2) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason. 2 And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^  (Eph. 4:24) and should put on the new personality that was created according to God’s will in true righteousness and loyalty.



^ (Ps. 27:5) For he will hide me in his shelter on the day of calamity; He will conceal me in the secret place of his tent; High on a rock he will place me.



^  (Ps. 27:5) For he will hide me in his shelter on the day of calamity; He will conceal me in the secret place of his tent; High on a rock he will place me.



^  (Ps. 34:7) The angel of Jehovah camps all around those fearing Him, And he rescues them.



^  (Isa. 54:17) No weapon formed against you will have any success, And you will condemn any tongue that rises up against you in the judgment. This is the heritage* of the servants of Jehovah, And their righteousness is from me,” declares Jehovah.

Or “inheritance.”


^  (1 Cor. 15:55-57) “Death, where is your victory? Death, where is your sting?” 56 The sting producing death is sin, and the power for sin is the Law. 57 But thanks to God, for he gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!



^  (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^  (Prov. 12:25) Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down,* But a good word cheers it up.

Or “depresses him.”


^  (Matt. 6:27-29) Who of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his life span? 28 Also, why are you anxious about clothing? Take a lesson from the lilies of the field, how they grow; they do not toil, nor do they spin; 29 but I tell you that not even Solʹo·mon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these.



^  (Isa. 32:1, 2) Look! A king will reign for righteousness, And princes will rule for justice.  2 And each one will be like a hiding place* from the wind, A place of concealment* from the rainstorm, Like streams of water in a waterless land, Like the shadow of a massive crag in a parched land.

Or “a shelter.”
Or “A refuge.”


^  (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^  (Prov. 5:1, 2) My son, pay attention to my wisdom. Listen carefully* to my discernment,  2 So that you may guard your thinking abilities And safeguard knowledge with your lips.

Lit., “Incline your ear.”


^  (2 Sam. 12:9, 10) Why did you despise the word of Jehovah by doing what is bad in his eyes? You struck down U·riʹah the Hitʹtite with the sword! Then you took his wife as your wife after you killed him by the sword of the Amʹmon·ites. 10 Now a sword will never depart from your own house, because you despised me by taking the wife of U·riʹah the Hitʹtite as your wife.’



^  (Ps. 23:1-6) Jehovah is my Shepherd. I will lack nothing.  2 In grassy pastures he makes me lie down; He leads me to well-watered resting-places.*  3 He refreshes me.* He leads me in the paths* of righteousness for the sake of his name.  4 Though I walk in the valley of deep shadow, I fear no harm, For you are with me; Your rod and your staff reassure me.*  5 You prepare a table for me before my enemies. You refresh* my head with oil; My cup is well-filled.  6 Surely goodness and loyal love will pursue me all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for all my days.

Or possibly, “to tranquil waters.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “tracks.”
Or “comfort me.”
Or “grease.”


^  (Gal. 6:7, 8) Do not be misled: God is not one to be mocked. For whatever a person is sowing, this he will also reap; 8 because the one sowing with a view to his flesh will reap corruption from his flesh, but the one sowing with a view to the spirit will reap everlasting life from the spirit.



^  (Phil. 4:6, 7) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.









MARCH 9-15, 2026




SONG 45 The Meditation of My Heart



You Can Successfully Fight Negative Feelings



“Miserable man that I am!”​—ROM. 7:24.




FOCUS

How to deal with our negative thoughts and feelings.




1-2. How did the apostle Paul feel at times, and why might we relate to what he wrote about himself? (Romans 7:21-24)


Your answer



WHAT comes to your mind when you think of the apostle Paul? Do you think of a courageous missionary, a skilled teacher, or a prolific Bible writer? Those descriptions are certainly accurate. Yet, Paul was also a man of deep emotions. Like many of us, he at times battled with negative feelings.

2 Read Romans 7:21-24. In his letter to the Romans, Paul expressed feelings that many of us can relate to. Even though he was a faithful Christian, he had an inner struggle​—a battle between his earnest desire to do God’s will and his inclination to act on wrong desires. In addition to this inner conflict, Paul at times struggled with negative feelings about his past and about a persistent problem he was facing.

 3. What will we consider in this article? (See also “Expression Explained.”)


Your answer



3 Despite his inner struggle, Paul did not allow his negative feelings* to dominate his thinking. In this article, we will consider the following questions: What caused Paul at times to feel “miserable”? How did he deal with negative feelings? And how can we successfully fight our own negative feelings?

WHAT CAUSED PAUL TO HAVE NEGATIVE FEELINGS

 4. What caused Paul to have negative feelings?


Your answer



4 Things that he did in the past. Before becoming a Christian, Paul, earlier known as Saul, did things that he would later regret. For example, he watched with approval as faithful Stephen was stoned to death. (Acts 7:58; 8:1) Also, Saul took the lead in viciously persecuting Christians.​—Acts 8:3; 26:9-11.

 5. How was Paul affected by his past actions?


Your answer



5 After he became a Christian, the apostle Paul was at times troubled by his past. His previous actions as a relentless persecutor of Christians may have bothered him even more as the years went by. For example, when he wrote his first letter to the Corinthians in about 55 C.E., he said: “I am not worthy of being called an apostle, because I persecuted the congregation of God.” (1 Cor. 15:9) Some five years later, in his letter to the Ephesians, he described himself as being “less than the least of all holy ones.” (Eph. 3:8) When writing to Timothy, Paul referred to himself as being formerly “a blasphemer and a persecutor and an insolent man.” (1 Tim. 1:13) Can you imagine how Paul must have felt when he visited a congregation and met those he had persecuted or the family members of those he had persecuted?

 6. What else caused Paul much distress? (See also footnote.)


Your answer



6 A thorn in the flesh. Paul compared something that was causing him much distress to “a thorn in the flesh.” (2 Cor. 12:7) The apostle did not mention the cause, but the word picture he used suggests something​—whether it was a physical problem, an emotional problem, or something else—​that pained him.*

 7. How was Paul affected by his imperfections? (Romans 7:18, 19)


Your answer



7 His imperfections. Paul struggled with his imperfections. (Read Romans 7:18, 19.) Although he wanted to do what was right, his imperfect flesh undermined his determination to do so. He admitted that there was a constant battle between his fleshly inclinations and the desire to do what is right. Yet, Paul worked very hard to improve. (1 Cor. 9:27) How frustrated he must have been whenever his bad traits resurfaced!

HOW PAUL DEALT WITH NEGATIVE FEELINGS

 8. What do Paul’s letters indicate regarding how he dealt with his imperfections?


Your answer



8 As indicated in his letters, Paul reflected on how he and his fellow believers could fight and overcome sinful tendencies with the help of God’s spirit. (Rom. 8:13; Gal. 5:16, 17) Paul often referred to undesirable traits and desires that Christians should combat. (Gal. 5:19-21, 26) No doubt Paul meditated on his own weaknesses, sought counsel in the Scriptures, and identified specific steps to deal with his imperfections. We can be sure that he applied the advice he gave to others.

9-10. What helped Paul to fight negative emotions? (Ephesians 1:7) (See also picture.)


Your answer



9 Although Paul sometimes felt discouraged, he was able to remain positive. For example, he enjoyed receiving good reports from his traveling companions. (2 Cor. 7:6, 7) He found joy in his friendships with fellow believers. (2 Tim. 1:4) And he knew that he had Jehovah’s approval. Yes, Paul was happy because he could serve God “with a clean conscience.” (2 Tim. 1:3) Even when he was imprisoned in Rome, Paul urged his fellow believers to “rejoice in the Lord.” (Phil. 4:4) His words hardly sound like those of someone overcome by negative thoughts. Clearly, when negative thinking came into his mind, Paul was able to work through it so that he could be positive again.

10 Paul was also able to fight negative emotions successfully because he believed that the ransom was a gift to him personally. (Gal. 2:20; read Ephesians 1:7.) As a result, he could confidently trust in Jehovah’s forgiveness through Jesus Christ. (Rom. 7:24, 25) Despite his past errors and his imperfections, Paul was able to “render sacred service” to God with joy.​—Heb. 9:12-14.



[image: Collage: 1. The apostle Paul meditating. 2. He recalls an incident from years earlier when he commanded an officer to drag a Christian man out of his home. 3. He meditates on Jesus’ death on a torture stake.]

Although Paul was at times troubled by his past, he fought negative emotions by meditating on the ransom (See paragraphs 9-10)







11. Why is Paul’s example encouraging to us?


Your answer



11 Like Paul, we may feel that there is always a battle going on from within. It may be about what we think, what we do, or what we say. We too may feel like saying, ‘Miserable person that I am!’ A sister in her 20’s named Eliza* says this about her personal struggle: “It is encouraging for me to think about Paul’s situation. I am relieved that I am not the only one who feels this way. It is another reminder that Jehovah knows what his people are going through.” What can we do so that, like Paul, we can have a clean conscience and rejoice despite having negative feelings?

HOW WE CAN FIGHT NEGATIVE FEELINGS

12. How does maintaining a good spiritual routine help us in our fight against negative feelings?


Your answer



12 Maintain a good spiritual routine. When we develop a good spiritual routine, we are better able to focus on the positive. We can compare such a routine to maintaining healthy habits that contribute to our overall physical well-being. When we eat well, exercise regularly, and get enough sleep, we usually feel better. Similarly, we all have experienced how good we feel when we read God’s Word regularly; prepare for, attend, and participate in our meetings; and engage in the ministry. Such upbuilding activities help us deal with our negative thoughts.​—Rom. 12:11, 12.

13-14. How have some faithful Christians benefited from a good spiritual routine?


Your answer



13 Consider the example of John, who was diagnosed with a rare form of cancer at age 39. At first, he struggled with negative feelings. ‘How could I get sick at such a young age?’ he wondered. At the time, his son was just three years old. What helped John deal with his negative emotions? “Despite my fatigue, I made sure that our family maintained a regular spiritual routine,” he says. “We attended all the meetings, had a weekly share in the ministry, and had regular family worship even when it was difficult to schedule it.” Looking back, John adds: “After the initial shock wears off, the nagging thoughts will be replaced by Jehovah’s strength and love. Jehovah can make you strong, just as he has made me.”

14 Eliza, quoted earlier, states: “Every time I attend Christian meetings and do my personal study, I am reminded that Jehovah hears me and really loves me. That makes me happy.” Nolan, a circuit overseer in Africa, speaks for himself and his wife, Diane, when he says: “We stick to our spiritual routine even when we feel discouraged. Jehovah always makes it clear that he is helping us to have the right attitude. We try to remember that Jehovah will help us and bless us; we do not know how, but we know that he will.”

15. What may we need to do to overcome negative thoughts? Illustrate.


Your answer



15 We may need to do more than just follow the basics if we are to overcome negative thoughts. To illustrate, imagine that you have developed back pain. To get rid of it, you may have to do more than just walk every day. To identify the cause of the pain, you may need to do research and even talk to a doctor. Similarly, we may need to do research in the Bible and in our publications and even talk to a mature Christian to learn how to deal with recurring negative feelings. Consider some further suggestions that can help.

16. What can help you to identify the cause of your negative thoughts? (Psalm 139:1-4, 23, 24)


Your answer



16 Prayerfully analyze your personal needs. King David was aware that Jehovah knew him well. So David asked Jehovah to help him identify the cause of his “anxious thoughts.” (Read Psalm 139:1-4, 23, 24.) You too can ask Jehovah to help you identify the cause of your negative thoughts and understand how to overcome them. You might also ask yourself such questions as: ‘What seems to be the root cause of my anxious thoughts? Is there something that triggers my negative thinking? Do I tend to dwell on the negative thought rather than dismiss it?’

17. What topics for personal study can help you to focus your mind on upbuilding thoughts? (See also picture.)


Your answer



17 Adapt your personal Bible study to your needs. From time to time, you may find it beneficial to study some aspects of Jehovah’s personality. For example, the apostle Paul greatly benefited from reflecting on the ransom and on Jehovah’s forgiveness. You can do the same. Use the Research Guide for Jehovah’s Witnesses, Watch Tower Publications Index, or other Bible study aids available in your language to explore such topics as God’s mercy, forgiveness, and loyal love. Once you have found articles that would benefit you, make a list of them. Post the list where you can see it, and study the articles from your list when you start to feel down. Try to apply what you read to your own circumstances.​—Phil. 4:8.



[image: A young brother using the Bible, a tablet, and a notebook to do his personal study. He writes a note in his Bible.]

Choose study topics that will help you to overcome negative thoughts (See paragraph 17)







18. What kind of study projects have some Christians found helpful?


Your answer



18 Eliza, quoted earlier, did a personal study project on the Bible character Job. She says: “I relate a lot to Job. He had one trial after another. Yet, when Job was at his lowest point, he never stopped looking to Jehovah​—even though he did not know why his problems were happening.” (Job 42:1-6) Diane, mentioned earlier, says: “My husband and I are doing a study project using the book Draw Close to Jehovah. We appreciate that Jehovah molds us as a potter does clay. Instead of focusing on how disappointed we are in ourselves, we try to imagine Jehovah molding us and trying to make us better people. This brings us closer to him.”​—Isa. 64:8.

LOOK TO THE FUTURE WITH CONFIDENCE

19. What can we realistically expect?


Your answer



19 Even if we have a good spiritual routine and a good study program tailored to our needs, we cannot expect negative thoughts and feelings to disappear completely. We may still have days when we feel miserable! However, with Jehovah’s help, we can lessen negative feelings when they arise. We can be confident that on most days we will enjoy a clean conscience and have every reason to rejoice in our life and in our service to Jehovah.

20. What are you determined to do?


Your answer



20 Let us be determined not to be controlled by negative feelings about our past, our troubles, or our imperfections. With Jehovah’s help, we can keep negative feelings in check. (Ps. 143:10) We can look forward to the day when positive thinking will no longer be a struggle. Rather, we will be able to wake up each morning without having any anxious thoughts, happy to serve our loving God, Jehovah!



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What could have caused the apostle Paul at times to feel miserable?


Your answer





	  How did Paul maintain a clean conscience and a positive spirit despite his negative feelings?


Your answer





	  What can we do to fight negative feelings?


Your answer












SONG 34 Walking in Integrity



^  EXPRESSION EXPLAINED: In this article, the expression “negative feelings” refers to occasional feelings of sadness and mood swings that we might experience. It does not refer to chronic depression, which is a serious medical condition.


^  Paul’s writings indicate that he suffered from problems with his eyesight, which would have made it difficult for him to write letters and to carry out his ministry. (Gal. 4:15; 6:11) Or Paul may have been referring to the anxiety some false teachers were causing him. (2 Cor. 10:10; 11:5, 13) Whatever the source of his concern, it was distressing to Paul.


^  Some names have been changed.






^ (Rom. 7:24) Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death?



^ (Rom. 7:21-24) I find, then, this law in my case: When I wish to do what is right, what is bad is present with me. 22 I really delight in the law of God according to the man I am within, 23 but I see in my body another law warring against the law of my mind and leading me captive to sin’s law that is in my body. 24 Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death?



^  (Rom. 7:21-24) I find, then, this law in my case: When I wish to do what is right, what is bad is present with me. 22 I really delight in the law of God according to the man I am within, 23 but I see in my body another law warring against the law of my mind and leading me captive to sin’s law that is in my body. 24 Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death?



^  (Acts 7:58) After throwing him outside the city, they began stoning him. The witnesses laid down their outer garments at the feet of a young man called Saul.



^  (Acts 8:1) Saul, for his part, approved of his murder. On that day great persecution arose against the congregation that was in Jerusalem; all except the apostles were scattered throughout the regions of Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a.



^  (Acts 8:3) Saul, though, began to ravage the congregation. He would invade one house after another, dragging out both men and women and turning them over to prison.



^  (Acts 26:9-11) I, for one, was convinced that I should commit many acts of opposition against the name of Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ. 10 This is exactly what I did in Jerusalem, and I locked up many of the holy ones in prisons, for I had received authority from the chief priests; and when they were to be executed, I cast my vote against them. 11 By punishing them often in all the synagogues, I tried to force them to recant; and since I was extremely furious with them, I went so far as to persecute them even in outlying cities.



^  (1 Cor. 15:9) For I am the least of the apostles, and I am not worthy of being called an apostle, because I persecuted the congregation of God.



^  (Eph. 3:8) To me, a man less than the least of all holy ones, this undeserved kindness was given, so that I should declare to the nations the good news about the unfathomable riches of the Christ



^  (1 Tim. 1:13) although formerly I was a blasphemer and a persecutor and an insolent man. Nevertheless, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and with a lack of faith.



^  (2 Cor. 12:7) just because of receiving such extraordinary revelations. To keep me from becoming overly exalted, I was given a thorn in the flesh, an angel of Satan, to keep slapping me, so that I might not be overly exalted.



^ (Rom. 7:18, 19) For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, there dwells nothing good; for I have the desire to do what is fine but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good that I wish, but the bad that I do not wish is what I practice.



^  (Rom. 7:18, 19) For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, there dwells nothing good; for I have the desire to do what is fine but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good that I wish, but the bad that I do not wish is what I practice.



^  (1 Cor. 9:27) but I pummel my body and lead it as a slave, so that after I have preached to others, I myself should not become disapproved* somehow.

Or “disqualified.”


^  (Rom. 8:13) for if you live according to the flesh, you are sure to die; but if you put the practices of the body to death by the spirit, you will live.



^  (Gal. 5:16, 17) But I say, Keep walking by spirit and you will carry out no fleshly desire at all. 17 For the flesh is against the spirit in its desire, and the spirit against the flesh; these are opposed to each other, so that you do not do the very things you want to do.



^  (Gal. 5:19-21) Now the works of the flesh are plainly seen, and they are sexual immorality, uncleanness, brazen conduct, 20 idolatry, spiritism, hostility, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, dissensions, divisions, sects, 21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and things like these. I am forewarning you about these things, the same way I already warned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit God’s Kingdom.



^  (Gal. 5:26) Let us not become egotistical, stirring up competition with one another, envying one another.



^ (Eph. 1:7) By means of him we have the release by ransom through the blood of that one, yes, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his undeserved kindness.



^  (2 Cor. 7:6, 7) But God, who comforts those who are downhearted, comforted us by the presence of Titus; 7 and not only by his presence but also by the comfort he received because of you, as he reported back to us about your longing for me, your deep sorrow, and your earnest concern for me; so I rejoiced even more.



^  (2 Tim. 1:4) As I remember your tears, I am longing to see you, so that I may get filled with joy.



^  (2 Tim. 1:3) I am grateful to God, to whom I am rendering sacred service as my forefathers did, and with a clean conscience, never ceasing to remember you in my supplications night and day.



^  (Phil. 4:4) Always rejoice in the Lord. Again I will say, Rejoice!



^  (Gal. 2:20) I am nailed to the stake along with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who is living in union with me. Indeed, the life that I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and handed himself over for me.



^  (Eph. 1:7) By means of him we have the release by ransom through the blood of that one, yes, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his undeserved kindness.



^  (Rom. 7:24, 25) Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death? 25 Thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So, then, with my mind I myself am a slave to God’s law, but with my flesh to sin’s law.



^  (Heb. 9:12-14) He entered into the holy place, not with the blood of goats and of young bulls, but with his own blood, once for all time, and obtained an everlasting deliverance* for us. 13 For if the blood of goats and of bulls and the ashes of a heifer* sprinkled on those who have been defiled sanctifies for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of the Christ, who through an everlasting spirit offered himself without blemish to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works so that we may render sacred service to the living God?

Lit., “ransoming; redemption.”
Or “young cow.”


^  (Rom. 12:11, 12) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah. 12 Rejoice in the hope. Endure under tribulation. Persevere in prayer.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”


^ (Ps. 139:1-4) O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.  2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up. You discern my thoughts from afar.  3 You observe* me when I travel and when I lie down; You are familiar with all my ways.  4 There is not a word on my tongue, But look! O Jehovah, you already know it well.

Lit., “measure.”


^ (Ps. 139:23, 24) Search through me, O God, and know my heart. Examine me, and know my anxious* thoughts. 24 See whether there is in me any harmful way, And lead me in the way of eternity.

Or “disquieting.”


^  (Ps. 139:1-4) O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.  2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up. You discern my thoughts from afar.  3 You observe* me when I travel and when I lie down; You are familiar with all my ways.  4 There is not a word on my tongue, But look! O Jehovah, you already know it well.

Lit., “measure.”


^  (Ps. 139:23, 24) Search through me, O God, and know my heart. Examine me, and know my anxious* thoughts. 24 See whether there is in me any harmful way, And lead me in the way of eternity.

Or “disquieting.”


^  (Phil. 4:8) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^  (Job 42:1-6) Then Job said in reply to Jehovah:  2 “Now I know that you are able to do all things And that nothing you have in mind to do is impossible for you.  3 You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.”

Or “make a retraction.”


^  (Isa. 64:8) But now, O Jehovah, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you are our Potter;* We are all the work of your hand.

Or “the One who formed us.”


^  (Ps. 143:10) Teach me to do your will, For you are my God. Your spirit is good; May it lead me on level ground.*

Or “in the land of uprightness.”


^ (Gal. 4:15) Where is that happiness you had? For I bear you witness that, if it had been possible, you would have gouged out your eyes and given them to me.



^ (Gal. 6:11) See with what large letters* I have written you with my own hand.

Or possibly, “with what a long letter.”


^ (2 Cor. 10:10) For they say: “His letters are weighty and forceful, but his presence in person is weak and his speech contemptible.”



^ (2 Cor. 11:5) For I consider that I have not proved inferior to your superfine apostles in a single thing.



^ (2 Cor. 11:13) For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.









MARCH 16-22, 2026




SONG 20 You Gave Your Precious Son



Why We Need the Ransom



“Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death?”​—ROM. 7:24.




FOCUS

How the ransom provides forgiveness, healing, and reconciliation.




1-2. From what do we need to be rescued, and why? (Romans 7:22-24) (See also picture.)


Your answer



IMAGINE the scene. A building collapses, trapping a man in the rubble. He is alive, but he cannot remove himself from the wreckage. All he can do is cry out for help and hope that he can be rescued.

2 Each one of us is in a comparable situation. In what way? When Adam rebelled against his Creator, he became a sinner. Later, he passed on his sinful condition to his children. As a result, the entire human race became trapped in the rubble of inherited sin, and we cannot remove ourselves from its effects. The apostle Paul well described our sinful condition in his letter to the Romans. (Read Romans 7:22-24.) He begged to be rescued “from the body undergoing this death.” Paul was trapped by inherited sin, which unavoidably leads to death. (Rom. 6:23) We are in that same predicament. We need to be rescued!



[image: A wounded man trapped in the rubble of a collapsed building, reaching out with his arm.]

Just as a man trapped in a collapsed building needs to be rescued, we are trapped by inherited sin and need to be rescued (See paragraphs 1-2)







 3. In what ways can the ransom rescue us?


Your answer



3 Paul did not end his comments about sin on a negative note. After asking: “Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death?” he answered his own question emphatically: “Thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Rom. 7:25) Paul was referring to Jesus’ ransom sacrifice.* That ransom can rescue us by providing (1) forgiveness of our sins, (2) healing from our sinful condition, and (3) reconciliation with our Creator. As we consider these points, we will grow in our love for Jehovah, “the God who gives hope.” (Rom. 15:13) We will also grow in our appreciation for Jesus​—“by means of whom we have our release by ransom.”​—Col. 1:14.

THE RANSOM PROVIDES FORGIVENESS

4-5. Why do all of us need the ransom? (Ecclesiastes 7:20)


Your answer



4 We need the ransom in order to be forgiven of our sins. Every imperfect human commits sins, whether in word or in deed. (Read Ecclesiastes 7:20.) Some sins are especially serious. For example, the crimes of adultery and of murder were punishable by death under the Mosaic Law. (Lev. 20:10; Num. 35:30, 31) Many sins, of course, are not as serious as that; nevertheless, they are still sins. For example, the psalmist David said: “I will guard my step to avoid sinning with my tongue.” (Ps. 39:1) Yes, at times even our speech can be sinful.​—Jas. 3:2.

5 Think about your past words and actions. Have you said things to others that you wish you could take back? Have you made mistakes that you regret? No doubt, your answer to both questions is yes. The Bible states: “If we make the statement, ‘We have no sin,’ we are misleading ourselves and the truth is not in us.”​—1 John 1:8.

6-7. What provides the basis for Jehovah to forgive our sins? (See also picture.)


Your answer



6 The ransom provides a sound basis for Jehovah to forgive our sins. (Eph. 1:7) However, this does not mean that Jehovah simply overlooks our offenses, as if they do not matter to him. Sin does matter to Jehovah. (Isa. 59:2) His perfect justice requires that there be a basis for forgiveness.

7 The Mosaic Law required that the Israelites offer animal sacrifices to atone for their sins. (Lev. 4:27-31; 17:11) Those sacrifices foreshadowed the greater sacrifice of Jesus and the resulting blessings. His sacrifice would provide a legal basis for Jehovah to forgive our sins. Paul understood the value of Jesus’ sacrificial death, as shown by what he wrote to the Christians in Corinth. After listing their former bad practices, he told them: “You have been washed clean; you have been sanctified; you have been declared righteous in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and with the spirit of our God.”​—1 Cor. 6:9-11.



[image: An Israelite family happily giving a sheep to a priest at the temple.]

Animal sacrifices offered to atone sins foreshadowed the ransom sacrifice of Jesus and the blessings that would result from it (See paragraphs 6-7)







 8. What can you think about as you prepare to attend this year’s Memorial?


Your answer



8 As you prepare to attend this year’s Memorial, take time to think about what Jehovah’s forgiveness means for you. For example, because of the ransom, you do not need to be consumed with guilt over past sins for which you have repented. What if you find that difficult to accept? Perhaps you have said to yourself, ‘I understand that Jehovah can forgive, but I can’t forgive myself.’ If you feel that way, remember this: Jehovah is the one who forgives, and he has given his Son authority to judge. Jehovah has not given you or any other human the task of deciding who will or will not receive his mercy. The Bible says: “If we are walking in the light as [Jehovah] is in the light, . . . the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:6, 7) We can be as confident of that as we are of any other Bible teaching. The ransom has given Jehovah the legal basis to extend mercy to us, and his Word says that he is “ready to forgive.”​—Ps. 86:5.

THE RANSOM PROVIDES HEALING

 9. Besides wrong acts, what does sin include? (Psalm 51:5 and footnote)


Your answer



9 In the Bible, the word “sin” refers not just to an action but also to a condition, one that we inherited the moment we were conceived. (Read Psalm 51:5 and footnote.) This condition not only inclines us to do wrong but also causes weaknesses that make us susceptible to disease, aging, and death. That helps explain why infants​—who have not committed any sinful acts—​can get sick and even die. It also helps explain why both bad people and good people suffer and succumb to death. Every imperfect descendant of Adam has inherited a sinful condition.

10. How were Adam and Eve affected by their sinful condition?


Your answer



10 Think about how that sinful condition affected the first human couple. It produced an internal upheaval within them. After they rebelled, Adam and Eve immediately experienced the consequences of their violating God’s law​—a law that was “written in their hearts.” (Rom. 2:15) They could sense a change in themselves​—and not for the better. They felt compelled to cover portions of their body and hide like criminals from their Creator. (Gen. 3:7, 8) For the first time, Adam and Eve were subject to feelings of guilt, anxiety, insecurity, pain, and shame. To one degree or another, those feelings would plague them until their death.​—Gen. 3:16-19.

11. What effect does our sinful condition have on us?


Your answer



11 The condition of sin has a similar effect on us as it did on the first couple. Our physical and emotional anguish is rooted in our sinful condition. No matter how hard we try to improve our situation, we can only go so far. Why? Because, as the Bible says, we have been “subjected to futility.” (Rom. 8:20) This has proved true not only for us as individuals but also for mankind in general. For example, think about man’s efforts to manage the environment, to control crime, to eliminate poverty, and to achieve peace among nations. Despite any small steps of progress, those efforts have been futile. How can the ransom rescue us from our sinful condition?

12. What hope does the ransom provide?


Your answer



12 The ransom provides hope that “the creation itself will . . . be set free from enslavement to corruption.” (Rom. 8:21) When the benefits of the ransom are fully applied in God’s new world, we will no longer be tormented by physical, mental, or emotional illness; nor will we be plagued by crippling feelings of guilt, anxiety, insecurity, pain, or shame. Furthermore, our efforts to manage the earth and to live in peace will no longer be futile but will succeed under the rule of the one who ransomed us, the “Prince of Peace,” Jesus Christ.​—Isa. 9:6, 7.

13. What else can you think about as you prepare to attend this year’s Memorial?


Your answer



13 Think about what being rescued from a sinful condition will mean for you. Imagine what it will be like to wake up each morning feeling well, to live each day without being afraid that you or your loved ones will go hungry, get sick, or die. Even now, you can find a measure of peace as you “take firm hold of the hope . . . as an anchor for the soul, both sure and firm.” (Heb. 6:18, 19) Just as an anchor can stabilize a boat, your Christian hope can stabilize your faith and help you to endure any trials you face now. Indeed, you can have confidence that Jehovah will become “the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.” (Heb. 11:6) The comfort that you receive now and the hope you have for the future are possible only because of the ransom.

THE RANSOM PROVIDES RECONCILIATION

14. How has sin affected our relationship with our Creator, and why?


Your answer



14 Ever since Adam and Eve sinned, humans have been alienated, or separated, from God. The Bible even says that mankind as a whole has been cut off from the Creator. (Rom. 8:7, 8; Col. 1:21) Why? Because Jehovah’s perfect standards do not allow him to condone sin. The Bible says about Jehovah: “Your eyes are too pure to look on what is evil, and you cannot tolerate wickedness.” (Hab. 1:13) Sin has thus created a breach between God and man. None of us can have a relationship with Jehovah unless that breach is healed and we are reconciled with him. The ransom makes that reconciliation possible.

15. What did the ransom appease, and with what result?


Your answer



15 The Bible states that Jesus is “a propitiatory sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 2:2) The Greek word rendered “propitiatory sacrifice” can refer to “a means of appeasement.” In what way was Jehovah appeased by the ransom? We are not to think that the death of His Son brought Him some kind of comfort. Rather, the ransom appeased, or satisfied, Jehovah’s standard of justice. He now had a basis to restore the relationship between himself and man. (Rom. 3:23-26) He could even ‘credit’ righteousness to those who worshipped him faithfully before Christ’s death. (Gen. 15:1, 6, ftn.) How? On the basis of the future ransom. Jehovah was absolutely certain that his Son, Jesus, would provide it. (Isa. 46:10) The ransom opened the way for man to be reconciled to God.

16. What more can you think about as you prepare to attend this year’s Memorial? (See also picture.)


Your answer



16 Think about what reconciliation with God means for you. For example, perhaps you refer to Jehovah as your “Father,” as Jesus instructed. (Matt. 6:9) At times, you might even refer to Jehovah as your “Friend.” When we use terms like “Father” or “Friend,” we should do so with reverence and humility. Why? Because in our sinful state, any closeness we feel to Jehovah is not due to our own merit. It is only because of the ransom that we can even have a relationship with Jehovah. Through Jesus, Jehovah made it possible to “reconcile to himself all other things by making peace through the blood [Jesus] shed on the torture stake.” (Col. 1:19, 20) That is why we can enjoy a relationship with Jehovah​—even now in our imperfect condition.



[image: Roman soldiers preparing to nail Jesus to a torture stake. Two Roman soldiers bring Jesus to the stake while another Roman soldier holds a hammer and a nail.]

Only Jesus’ death provided a legal basis to restore a good relationship between Jehovah and mankind (See paragraph 16)







THE RANSOM SHOWS JEHOVAH’S MERCY

17. How does the ransom highlight Jehovah’s mercy? (Ephesians 2:4, 5)


Your answer



17 The ransom highlights the fact that Jehovah is “rich in mercy.” He “made us alive . . . when we were dead in trespasses.” (Read Ephesians 2:4, 5.) Those who are “rightly disposed for everlasting life” cry out for help, realizing that they are trapped by the rubble of inherited sin and need to be rescued. (Acts 13:48) Jehovah responds to their calls for help by means of the Kingdom message, so that they might come to know him and his Son, Jesus. (John 17:3) If Satan thought that the fall of Adam and Eve had thwarted God’s purpose, he was mistaken.

18. While we meditate on the ransom, what issue do we need to keep in mind?


Your answer



18 While we meditate on the benefits that the ransom makes possible for us, we need to keep the bigger issue in mind. Rather than view the ransom as a provision solely for our benefit, we should remember that it is the means Jehovah uses to answer the challenge Satan raised in the garden of Eden. (Gen. 3:1-5, 15) By means of the ransom, Jehovah sanctifies his name, clearing it of all reproach. He also saves us from sin and death, demonstrating that he is a God of love. And in his undeserved kindness, Jehovah allows us​—despite our sinful condition—​to have a share in answering Satan’s challenge. (Prov. 27:11) How can you show your appreciation for the ransom? We will answer that question in the following article.



HOW DOES THE RANSOM PROVIDE . . .


	  forgiveness?


Your answer





	  healing?


Your answer





	  reconciliation?


Your answer












SONG 19 The Lord’s Evening Meal



^  EXPRESSION EXPLAINED: A ransom is a price paid to provide a release from captivity. Jesus’ sacrificial death is a ransom in that it frees obedient humans from captivity to sin and death.






^ (Rom. 7:24) Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death?



^ (Rom. 7:22-24) I really delight in the law of God according to the man I am within, 23 but I see in my body another law warring against the law of my mind and leading me captive to sin’s law that is in my body. 24 Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death?



^  (Rom. 7:22-24) I really delight in the law of God according to the man I am within, 23 but I see in my body another law warring against the law of my mind and leading me captive to sin’s law that is in my body. 24 Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death?



^  (Rom. 6:23) For the wages sin pays is death, but the gift God gives is everlasting life by Christ Jesus our Lord.



^  (Rom. 7:25) Thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So, then, with my mind I myself am a slave to God’s law, but with my flesh to sin’s law.



^  (Rom. 15:13) May the God who gives hope fill you with all joy and peace by your trusting in him, so that you may abound* in hope with power of holy spirit.

Or “overflow.”


^  (Col. 1:14) by means of whom we have our release by ransom, the forgiveness of our sins.



^ (Eccl. 7:20) For there is no righteous man on earth who always does good and never sins.



^  (Eccl. 7:20) For there is no righteous man on earth who always does good and never sins.



^  (Lev. 20:10) “‘Now regarding a man who commits adultery with another man’s wife: The one who commits adultery with the wife of his fellow man should be put to death without fail, the adulterer and the adulteress.



^  (Num. 35:30, 31) “‘Whoever kills a person* should be put to death as a murderer on the testimony* of witnesses; but no one* will be put to death on the testimony of just one witness. 31 You must take no ransom for the life* of a murderer who is deserving to die, for he should be put to death without fail.

Or “soul.”
Lit., “mouth.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”


^  (Ps. 39:1) I said: “I will guard my step To avoid sinning with my tongue. I will guard my mouth with a muzzle As long as anyone wicked is in my presence.”



^  (Jas. 3:2) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body.

Or “make mistakes.”


^  (1 John 1:8) If we make the statement, “We have no sin,” we are misleading ourselves and the truth is not in us.



^  (Eph. 1:7) By means of him we have the release by ransom through the blood of that one, yes, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his undeserved kindness.



^  (Isa. 59:2) No, your own errors have separated you from your God. Your sins have made him hide his face from you, And he refuses to hear you.



^  (Lev. 4:27-31) “‘If any one* of the people of the land sins unintentionally and becomes guilty by doing one of the things that Jehovah commands should not be done, 28 or if he becomes aware of a sin that he has committed, then he should bring a sound young female goat as his offering for the sin he has committed. 29 He will lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and slaughter the sin offering in the same place as the burnt offering. 30 The priest will take some of its blood with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and he will pour all the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 31 He will remove all its fat, just as the fat is removed from the communion sacrifice, and the priest will make it smoke on the altar as a pleasing* aroma to Jehovah; and the priest will make atonement for him, and it will be forgiven him.

Or “any soul.”
Or “appeasing; soothing.” Lit., “restful.”


^  (Lev. 17:11) For the life* of the flesh is in the blood, and I myself have given it on the altar for you to make atonement for yourselves,* because it is the blood that makes atonement by means of the life* in it.

Or “soul.”
Or “your souls.”
Or “soul.”


^  (1 Cor. 6:9-11) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom. 11 And yet that is what some of you were. But you have been washed clean; you have been sanctified; you have been declared righteous in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and with the spirit of our God.

Or “Do not be deceived.”


^  (1 John 1:6, 7) If we make the statement, “We are having fellowship with him,” and yet we go on walking in the darkness, we are lying and are not practicing the truth. 7 However, if we are walking in the light as he himself is in the light, we do have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.



^  (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^ (Ps. 51:5) Look! I was born guilty of error, And my mother conceived me in sin.*

Or “And sinful from the moment my mother conceived me.”


^  (Ps. 51:5) Look! I was born guilty of error, And my mother conceived me in sin.*

Or “And sinful from the moment my mother conceived me.”


^  (Rom. 2:15) They are the very ones who demonstrate the matter of the law to be written in their hearts, while their conscience is bearing witness with them, and by* their own thoughts they are being accused or even excused.

Lit., “between.”


^  (Gen. 3:7, 8) Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked. So they sewed fig leaves together and made loin coverings for themselves. 8 Later they heard the voice of Jehovah God as he was walking in the garden about the breezy part of the day, and the man and his wife hid from the face of Jehovah God among the trees of the garden.



^  (Gen. 3:16-19) To the woman he said: “I will greatly increase the pain of your pregnancy; in pain you will give birth to children, and your longing will be for your husband, and he will dominate you.” 17 And to Adam* he said: “Because you listened to your wife’s voice and ate from the tree concerning which I gave you this command, ‘You must not eat from it,’ cursed is the ground on your account. In pain you will eat its produce all the days of your life. 18 It will grow thorns and thistles for you, and you must eat the vegetation of the field. 19 In the sweat of your face you will eat bread* until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken. For dust you are and to dust you will return.”

Meaning “Earthling Man; Mankind; Humankind.”
Or “food.”


^  (Rom. 8:20) For the creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but through the one who subjected it, on the basis of hope



^  (Rom. 8:21) that* the creation itself will also be set free from enslavement to corruption and have the glorious freedom of the children of God.

Or “because.”


^  (Isa. 9:6, 7) For a child has been born to us, A son has been given to us; And the rulership* will rest on his shoulder. His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 To the increase of his rulership* And to peace, there will be no end, On the throne of David and on his kingdom In order to establish it firmly and to sustain it Through justice and righteousness, From now on and forever. The zeal of Jehovah of armies will do this.

Or “government; princely rule.”
Or “government; princely rule.”


^  (Heb. 6:18, 19) in order that through two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to the refuge may have strong encouragement to take firm hold of the hope set before us. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, both sure and firm, and it enters in within the curtain,



^  (Heb. 11:6) Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.

Or “exists.”


^  (Rom. 8:7, 8) because setting the mind on the flesh means enmity with God, for it is not in subjection to the law of God, nor, in fact, can it be. 8 So those who are in harmony with the flesh cannot please God.



^  (Col. 1:21) Indeed, you who were once alienated and enemies because your minds were on the works that were wicked,



^  (Hab. 1:13) Your eyes are too pure to look on what is evil, And you cannot tolerate wickedness. Why, then, do you tolerate the treacherous And keep silent when a wicked man swallows up someone more righteous than he is?



^  (1 John 2:2) And he is a propitiatory sacrifice* for our sins, yet not for ours only but also for the whole world’s.

Or “an atoning sacrifice; a means of appeasement.”


^  (Rom. 3:23-26) For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and it is as a free gift that they are being declared righteous by his undeserved kindness through the release by the ransom paid by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented him as an offering for propitiation through faith in his blood. This was to demonstrate his own righteousness, because God in his forbearance was forgiving the sins that occurred in the past. 26 This was to demonstrate his own righteousness in this present season, so that he might be righteous even when declaring righteous the man who has faith in Jesus.



^  (Gen. 15:1) After this the word of Jehovah came to Aʹbram in a vision, saying: “Do not fear, Aʹbram. I am a shield for you. Your reward will be very great.”



^  (Gen. 15:6) And he put faith in Jehovah, and He counted* it to him as righteousness.

Or “credited.”


^  (Isa. 46:10) From the beginning I foretell the outcome, And from long ago the things that have not yet been done. I say, ‘My decision* will stand, And I will do whatever I please.’

Or “purpose; counsel.”


^  (Matt. 6:9) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.



^  (Col. 1:19, 20) because God was pleased to have all fullness to dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all other things by making peace through the blood he shed on the torture stake, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens.



^ (Eph. 2:4, 5) But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love with which he loved us, 5 made us alive together with the Christ, even when we were dead in trespasses—by undeserved kindness you have been saved.



^  (Eph. 2:4, 5) But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love with which he loved us, 5 made us alive together with the Christ, even when we were dead in trespasses—by undeserved kindness you have been saved.



^  (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.



^  (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^  (Gen. 3:1-5) Now the serpent was the most cautious* of all the wild animals of the field that Jehovah God had made. So it said to the woman: “Did God really say that you must not eat from every tree of the garden?” 2 At this the woman said to the serpent: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden. 3 But God has said about the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden: ‘You must not eat from it, no, you must not touch it; otherwise you will die.’” 4 At this the serpent said to the woman: “You certainly will not die. 5 For God knows that in the very day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and bad.”

Or “shrewdest; craftiest.”


^  (Gen. 3:15) And I will put enmity* between you and the woman and between your offspring* and her offspring.* He will crush* your head, and you will strike* him in the heel.”

Or “hostility.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “bruise; strike.”
Or “bruise; crush.”


^  (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.
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SONG 18 Grateful for the Ransom



How Will You Respond to the Ransom?



“The love the Christ has compels us.”​—2 COR. 5:14.




FOCUS

How all of us can show that we appreciate the ransom.




1-2. What should the ransom sacrifice of Jesus compel us to do, and why? (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15) (See also picture.)


Your answer



IF YOU had been rescued from the rubble of a collapsed building, would you not feel indebted to the person who saved your life? Even if others were saved too, you would likely want to express your appreciation personally, to show that you do not take your rescue for granted.

2 As the preceding article explained, we cannot rescue ourselves from the effects of inherited sin. However, the ransom sacrifice of Jesus can rescue us by providing (1) forgiveness of the sins we commit, (2) hope of being completely healed from our sinful condition, and (3) reconciliation with God. As a result, we have the prospect of living forever in Jehovah’s new world. Truly, the ransom highlights Jesus’ love for people​—a love that he had long before he was born as a perfect human. (Prov. 8:30, 31) The apostle Paul wrote that “the love the Christ has compels us.” (Read 2 Corinthians 5:14, 15.) This means that Jesus’ love should move us to respond in some way, to show that we do not take his ransom sacrifice for granted.



[image: The man from the previous article who was trapped in the rubble of a collapsed building, being hoisted out of the debris by a rescue worker.]

Whether rescued from a collapsed building or from our inherited sin, we are indebted to the one who saves us (See paragraphs 1-2)







 3. Why might each person respond differently to the ransom?


Your answer



3 In what way will the loving provision of the ransom compel you? Your answer might differ from that of another person. To illustrate why, imagine that three people are about to travel to the same destination, but each person is starting from a different city. The routes they take will differ. In a similar way, the “route” you take to your destination, or goal​—that is, to show appreciation for the ransom—​depends on where you stand right now in your relationship with Jehovah. With that in mind, this article will address three groups of people: (1) Bible students, (2) baptized Christians, and (3) sheep who have strayed from the flock.

BIBLE STUDENTS

 4. In what way are Bible students noticed by Jehovah?


Your answer



4 If you are studying the Bible, consider this: Your response to the good news indicates that you are among those whom Jehovah is drawing into a relationship with him. (John 6:44; Acts 13:48) “Jehovah is the examiner of hearts.” This means that he notices your efforts to learn about him, and he rejoices to see your progress as you make changes to conform to his standards. (Prov. 17:3; 27:11) The ransom makes it possible for you to have a close friendship with Jehovah. (Rom. 5:10, 11) Never take that for granted.

 5. How can Bible students apply the direction found at Philippians 3:16?


Your answer



5 As a Bible student, how can you respond appreciatively to the ransom? One way is to follow the apostle Paul’s counsel to the Philippians: “To the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.” (Phil. 3:16) Another Bible version renders this verse: “We must keep going in the direction that we are now headed.” In harmony with that counsel, do not let anything hinder your progress on the road to life.​—Matt. 7:14; Luke 9:62.

 6. What can Bible students do if they find it difficult to make changes? (Deuteronomy 30:11-14) (See also picture.)


Your answer



6 What if you find it difficult to accept a Bible teaching that you recently learned? Do research on that teaching, and pray to Jehovah for a clearer understanding of it. (Ps. 86:11) If you still find it difficult to understand the teaching, set the matter aside for now​—but do not stop studying the Bible. What if you find it difficult to abandon a practice that the Bible condemns? Remember that Jehovah never asks the impossible of imperfect humans. You can live by his standards. (Read Deuteronomy 30:11-14.) And Jehovah promises to help you. (Isa. 41:10, 13; 1 Cor. 10:13) So do not give up. Rather than dwell on the challenge that you are facing, focus on your appreciation for all that Jehovah has provided​—including the ransom arrangement. As your love for Jehovah grows, you will find that “his commandments are not burdensome.”​—1 John 5:3.*



[image: A man reading lesson 40 of the “Enjoy Life Forever!” book. On his desk is a pack of cigarettes and an ashtray filled with cigarette butts.]

Jehovah never asks the impossible. He will help us to live by his standards (See paragraph 6)







 7. What can young ones who are being raised in the truth reflect on?


Your answer



7 What about you young ones who are being raised in the truth? You too are Bible students. In fact, you are your parents’ most important Bible students. The Bible says: “Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you.” (Jas. 4:8; 1 Chron. 28:9) When you take the initiative to draw close to Jehovah, he responds by drawing close to you. Jehovah does not view you as just being part of a group. He draws each individual​—including each individual who is being raised in the truth. What has made it possible for you to have a personal friendship with Jehovah? The ransom​—something that you should never take for granted. (Rom. 5:1, 2) So before you attend this year’s Memorial, why not reflect on what Jesus’ death means for you? Let that thought compel you to work toward your next spiritual goal​—whatever it might be—​to show that you appreciate the ransom that Jehovah provided through his Son.*

BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS

 8. How have baptized Christians demonstrated faith in the ransom?


Your answer



8 If you are a baptized Christian, you have already demonstrated faith in the ransom in a number of ways. For example, you took steps to be close to Jehovah and to conform to his standards. You obeyed Jesus’ command to make disciples by sharing your faith with others. You dedicated yourself to Jehovah and got baptized. Have you faced opposition as a result of your stand for true worship? (2 Tim. 3:12) Your faithful endurance demonstrates your love for Jehovah and your appreciation for the ransom that he provided through his Son.​—Heb. 12:2, 3.

 9. What danger should baptized Christians be aware of?


Your answer



9 As baptized Christians, we need to be aware of a danger. Over time, we could take the ransom for granted. How might that happen? Consider the first-century Christians in Ephesus. The resurrected Jesus commended them for their endurance. However, he told them: “I hold this against you, that you have left the love you had at first.” (Rev. 2:3, 4) As Jesus’ words indicate, a Christian’s worship could gradually lapse into a mechanical routine. Such a person could be praying, going to meetings, and participating in the ministry but is merely going through the motions. He or she is no longer motivated by love. What can you do if you feel that your love for Jehovah is not as strong as it once was?

10. How can you “ponder over” and “be absorbed in” your Christian activities? (1 Timothy 4:13, 15)


Your answer



10 The apostle Paul told Timothy to “ponder over” and “be absorbed in” his own Christian activities. (Read 1 Timothy 4:13, 15.) In harmony with that counsel, try to think of ways that you can make your worship more meaningful so that you can remain “aglow with the spirit.” (Rom. 12:11; see study note on “Be aglow with the spirit.”) For example, perhaps you could improve your attention at meetings by preparing for them more thoroughly. Or you may be able to make your personal study sessions more rewarding by creating periods of solitude that will allow you to meditate on what you studied. Just as you would stoke a fire to keep it burning, you can apply yourself in these areas in order to rekindle your appreciation for all that Jehovah has provided, including the ransom. Also, why not use the weeks leading up to the Memorial to meditate on the unique blessings we enjoy as Jehovah’s Witnesses? No doubt that will help you build appreciation for the ransom​—the basis for your relationship with Jehovah.

11-12. Does a temporary lack of zeal mean that you have lost God’s spirit? Explain. (See also picture.)


Your answer



11 If for a time you do not feel as zealous in true worship as you would like to be, do not be discouraged or conclude that you have lost God’s spirit. Recall what the apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians about his ministry: “Even if I do it against my will, I still have a stewardship entrusted to me.” (1 Cor. 9:17) What did he mean?

12 Paul had tendencies that at times put a damper on his desire to preach. Yet, he was determined to persevere in his ministry despite how he felt at that moment. You can have a similar resolve. Be determined to do the right thing even if you lack motivation. So pray for “the desire and the power to act.” (Phil. 2:13) Stay active in your spiritual routine. Be confident that in time your actions will affect your feelings and you will rekindle the love that is still in your heart.



[image: A downcast sister with her baby in a stroller, working in the ministry with another sister who has her arm around her.]

Stay active in your spiritual routine even if for a time you lack motivation (See paragraphs 11-12)







13. How can we keep testing whether we “are in the faith”?


Your answer



13 From time to time, we do well to examine ourselves in harmony with the direction found at 2 Corinthians 13:5: “Keep testing whether you are in the faith; keep proving what you yourselves are.” Periodically, we can ask ourselves such questions as: ‘Am I putting Kingdom interests first in my life?’ (Matt. 6:33) ‘Does my choice of entertainment show that I hate what is bad?’ (Ps. 97:10) ‘Do I promote peace and unity among fellow believers?’ (Eph. 4:2, 3) The Memorial​—the occasion when we especially reflect on Jehovah’s provision of the ransom—​gives us an opportunity to examine ourselves and make sure that we are living for Christ and not for ourselves.*

SHEEP WHO HAVE STRAYED

14. What might cause some Christians to stray from the flock?


Your answer



14 Some Christians have stopped associating with the congregation after a period of months or even after years of faithful service. Why? Some are overwhelmed by the “anxieties of life.” (Luke 21:34) Others have been stumbled by the words or the actions of a fellow believer. (Jas. 3:2) Still others got involved in serious wrongdoing and are reluctant to ask for help. Whatever the cause, what can you do if you have strayed from the flock? What can the loving provision of the ransom compel you to do?

15. How does Jehovah show that he cares about sheep who have strayed? (Ezekiel 34:11, 12, 16)


Your answer



15 Reflect on how Jehovah feels about those who have strayed. He does not reject them. Instead, he searches for lost sheep. He feeds them and helps them to return to him. (Read Ezekiel 34:11, 12, 16.) Could Jehovah be doing the same for you? Yes! The fact that you are considering this material indicates that your heart is inclined toward righteousness. Just as Jehovah saw your heart condition and drew you into the truth, might he now be drawing you back?

16. What can help lost sheep to return to Jehovah? (See also picture.)


Your answer



16 The brochure Return to Jehovah contains these encouraging words: “Be assured that Jehovah will be there for you as you return to him. He will help you to deal with anxiety, to resolve hurt feelings, and to find the peace of mind and heart that comes from having a clean conscience. Then you may once again feel moved to serve Jehovah along with fellow worshippers.” Remember, too, that the elders are eager to help you. They can prove to be “like a hiding place from the wind, a place of concealment from the rainstorm.” (Isa. 32:2) In appreciation for the ransom, ask yourself, ‘What steps can I take now to “set matters straight” with Jehovah?’ (Isa. 1:18; 1 Pet. 2:25) For example, can you attend a meeting at the Kingdom Hall? Can you reach out to one of the elders and ask for spiritual assistance, which might include a regular Bible study for a time? You can be sure that Jehovah will bless your prayerful efforts to show appreciation for the ransom of his Son.



[image: An older man with a Bible in hand, standing a short distance away from a Kingdom Hall. He observes brothers and sisters warmly welcoming one another as they arrive.]

Ask yourself, ‘What steps can I take now to “set matters straight” with Jehovah?’ (See paragraph 16)







HOW WILL YOU RESPOND?

17-18. How can we wisely use our time before this year’s Memorial?


Your answer



17 Jesus said that the ransom was provided “so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) The ransom is Jehovah’s means of rescuing us from the effects of sin and death. None of us should take it for granted. (Rom. 3:23, 24; 2 Cor. 6:1) The days before the Memorial give us an opportunity to reflect on the love that Jehovah and Jesus showed, and this love should compel us to respond appreciatively.

18 How will the ransom move you to respond? Your answer might differ from that of another person. But you can be sure that Jehovah will bless your efforts as you join millions of other worshippers who “live no longer for themselves, but for him who died for them.”​—2 Cor. 5:15.



HOW CAN THE FOLLOWING GROUPS OF PEOPLE SHOW APPRECIATION FOR THE RANSOM?


	  Bible students


Your answer





	  Baptized Christians


Your answer





	  Sheep who have strayed


Your answer












SONG 14 Praising Earth’s New King



^  To help you progress as you study the Bible, use the “Goal” box near the end of each lesson in the Enjoy Life Forever! book.


^  For suggestions on how you can progress spiritually, see the article “Young Ones​—‘Keep Working Out Your Own Salvation’” in the December 2017 issue of The Watchtower.


^  For suggestions on how you can maintain an appreciative attitude, see the article “What Motivates You to Serve God?” in the June 15, 1995, issue of The Watchtower.






^ (2 Cor. 5:14) For the love the Christ has compels us, because this is what we have concluded, that one man died for all; so, then, all had died.



^ (2 Cor. 5:14, 15) For the love the Christ has compels us, because this is what we have concluded, that one man died for all; so, then, all had died. 15 And he died for all so that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for him who died for them and was raised up.



^  (Prov. 8:30, 31) Then I was beside him as a master worker. I was the one he was especially fond of day by day; I rejoiced before him all the time; 31 I rejoiced over his habitable earth, And I was especially fond of the sons of men.*

Or “mankind.”


^  (2 Cor. 5:14, 15) For the love the Christ has compels us, because this is what we have concluded, that one man died for all; so, then, all had died. 15 And he died for all so that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for him who died for them and was raised up.



^  (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^  (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.



^  (Prov. 17:3) The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, But Jehovah is the examiner of hearts.



^  (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^  (Rom. 5:10, 11) For if when we were enemies we became reconciled to God through the death of his Son, how much more we will be saved by his life, now that we have become reconciled. 11 Not only that, but we are also rejoicing in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.



^ (Phil. 3:16) At any rate, to the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.



^  (Phil. 3:16) At any rate, to the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.



^  (Matt. 7:14) whereas narrow is the gate and cramped the road leading off into life, and few are finding it.



^  (Luke 9:62) Jesus said to him: “No man who has put his hand to a plow and looks at the things behind is well-suited for the Kingdom of God.”



^ (Deut. 30:11-14) “Now this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it beyond your reach.* 12 It is not in the heavens, so that you have to say, ‘Who will ascend to the heavens and get it for us, so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 13 Nor is it on the other side of the sea, so that you have to say, ‘Who will cross over to the other side of the sea and get it for us, so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 14 For the word is very near you, in your own mouth and in your own heart, so that you may do it.

Lit., “nor is it far away.”


^  (Ps. 86:11) Instruct me, O Jehovah, about your way. I will walk in your truth. Unify my heart* to fear your name.

Or “Give me an undivided heart.”


^  (Deut. 30:11-14) “Now this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it beyond your reach.* 12 It is not in the heavens, so that you have to say, ‘Who will ascend to the heavens and get it for us, so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 13 Nor is it on the other side of the sea, so that you have to say, ‘Who will cross over to the other side of the sea and get it for us, so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 14 For the word is very near you, in your own mouth and in your own heart, so that you may do it.

Lit., “nor is it far away.”


^  (Isa. 41:10) Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’



^  (Isa. 41:13) For I, Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’



^  (1 Cor. 10:13) No temptation has come upon you except what is common to men. But God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear, but along with the temptation he will also make the way out so that you may be able to endure it.



^  (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^  (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^  (1 Chron. 28:9) “And you, Solʹo·mon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a complete* heart and with a delightful* soul,* for Jehovah searches through all hearts, and he discerns every inclination of the thoughts. If you search for him, he will let himself be found by you, but if you leave him, he will reject you forever.

Or “completely devoted.”
Or “willing.”
See Glossary.


^  (Rom. 5:1, 2) Therefore, now that we have been declared righteous as a result of faith, let us enjoy peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we also have obtained access by faith into this undeserved kindness in which we now stand; and let us rejoice, based on hope of the glory of God.



^  (2 Tim. 3:12) In fact, all those desiring to live with godly devotion in association with Christ Jesus will also be persecuted.



^  (Heb. 12:2, 3) as we look intently at the Chief Agent and Perfecter of our faith, Jesus. For the joy that was set before him he endured a torture stake,* despising shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Indeed, consider closely the one who has endured such hostile speech from sinners against their own interests, so that you may not get tired and give up.*

See Glossary.
Or “give out in your souls.”


^  (Rev. 2:3, 4) You are also showing endurance, and you have persevered for the sake of my name and have not grown weary. 4 Nevertheless, I hold this against you, that you have left the love you had at first.



^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.



^ (1 Tim. 4:15) Ponder over these things; be absorbed in them, so that your advancement may be plainly seen by all people.



^  (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.



^  (1 Tim. 4:15) Ponder over these things; be absorbed in them, so that your advancement may be plainly seen by all people.



^  (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”


^  (1 Cor. 9:17) If I do this willingly, I have a reward; but even if I do it against my will, I still have a stewardship entrusted to me.



^  (Phil. 2:13) For God is the one who for the sake of his good pleasure energizes you, giving you both the desire and the power to act.



^  (2 Cor. 13:5) Keep testing whether you are in the faith; keep proving what you yourselves are. Or do you not recognize that Jesus Christ is in union with you? Unless you are disapproved.



^  (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^  (Ps. 97:10) O you who love Jehovah, hate what is bad. He is guarding the lives* of his loyal ones; He rescues them from the hand* of the wicked.

Or “souls.”
Or “power.”


^  (Eph. 4:2, 3) with all humility and mildness, with patience, putting up with one another in love, 3 earnestly endeavoring to maintain the oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.



^  (Luke 21:34) “But pay attention to yourselves that your hearts never become weighed down with overeating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life,* and suddenly that day be instantly upon you

Or “anxieties over livelihood; worries of daily life.”


^  (Jas. 3:2) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body.

Or “make mistakes.”


^ (Ezek. 34:11, 12) “‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Here I am, and I myself will search for my sheep, and I will care for them. 12 I will care for my sheep like a shepherd who has found his scattered sheep and is feeding them. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered in the day of clouds and thick gloom.



^ (Ezek. 34:16) “The lost one I will search for, the stray I will bring back, the injured I will bandage, and the weak I will strengthen; but the fat one and the strong one I will annihilate. I will feed that one with judgment.”



^  (Ezek. 34:11, 12) “‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Here I am, and I myself will search for my sheep, and I will care for them. 12 I will care for my sheep like a shepherd who has found his scattered sheep and is feeding them. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered in the day of clouds and thick gloom.



^  (Ezek. 34:16) “The lost one I will search for, the stray I will bring back, the injured I will bandage, and the weak I will strengthen; but the fat one and the strong one I will annihilate. I will feed that one with judgment.”



^  (Isa. 32:2) And each one will be like a hiding place* from the wind, A place of concealment* from the rainstorm, Like streams of water in a waterless land, Like the shadow of a massive crag in a parched land.

Or “a shelter.”
Or “A refuge.”


^  (Isa. 1:18) “Come, now, and let us set matters straight between us,” says Jehovah. “Though your sins are like scarlet, They will be made as white as snow; Though they are as red as crimson cloth, They will become like wool.



^  (1 Pet. 2:25) For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the shepherd and overseer of your souls.*

Or “lives.”


^  (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^  (Rom. 3:23, 24) For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and it is as a free gift that they are being declared righteous by his undeserved kindness through the release by the ransom paid by Christ Jesus.



^  (2 Cor. 6:1) Working together with him, we also urge you not to accept the undeserved kindness of God and miss its purpose.



^  (2 Cor. 5:15) And he died for all so that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for him who died for them and was raised up.
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SONG 76 How Does It Make You Feel?



Speak the Truth Graciously



“Jehovah, the God of truth.”​—PS. 31:5.




FOCUS

How to speak the truth so that it will do the most good.




 1. What must we do to be part of Jehovah’s family?


Your answer



WHEN we first meet a fellow worshipper of Jehovah, one of the questions we usually ask each other is, “How did you learn the truth?” Some answer that question by saying that they were “raised in the truth.” Others might say that they recently “came into the truth.” We answer in such ways because the truth of God’s Word influences our entire way of life. Why? Because we know that we can be part of Jehovah’s family only if we prove that we love the truth and live by it. That includes being honest in our speech and actions.​—Ps. 15:1-3.

 2. (a) What reputation did Jesus have? (b) What effect would the truths Jesus taught have on people?


Your answers



2 Jesus always spoke the truth. His enemies acknowledged that he would speak honestly even when what he had to say was unpopular. (Matt. 22:16) Regarding the effect of the truths he taught, Jesus said: “I came to cause division, with a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.” (Matt. 10:35) Jesus did not want people to react negatively to the message that he and his followers preached, but he was realistic. (Matt. 23:37) He knew that his message would divide the world into two groups​—those who love Bible truth and those who do not.​—2 Thess. 2:9-11.

 3. What will we discuss in this article?


Your answer



3 Like Jesus, we try to be honest, speaking the truth at all times, even though doing so means being unpopular. And we preach and teach Bible truth, even though some might be upset by what we say. Does this mean that we do not need to give any consideration to how and when we speak the truth? Not at all! In this article, we will first answer a basic question: Where can we find the truth? We will then answer a related question: Why, how, and when should we speak the truth? The answers to those questions will help us improve our ability to speak the truth graciously, that is, with tact and at the right time.

WHERE CAN WE FIND THE TRUTH?

 4. Why can we say that Jehovah is the Source of truth?


Your answer



4 Jehovah is the Source of truth. Everything he says is truth. For example, the statements he makes about what is right and what is wrong are true. (Ps. 19:9; 119:142, 151) Everything he says about the future comes true. (Isa. 55:10, 11) He never breaks a promise. (Num. 23:19) In fact, it is impossible for Jehovah to lie! (Heb. 6:18) For good reason, Jehovah is known as “the God of truth.”​—Ps. 31:5.

 5. Why is it not hard to find “the God of truth”? Explain. (Acts 17:27)


Your answer



5 Despite what some people say, it is not hard to find Jehovah, “the God of truth.” Evidence of his existence is all around us. (Rom. 1:20) When speaking to a group of Greek intellectuals in Athens, the apostle Paul said that God wants us to “find him” and that “he is not far off from each one of us.” (Read Acts 17:27.) In fact, Jehovah draws to himself humble people who are searching for the truth.​—John 6:44.

 6. What are some of the truths contained in the Bible, and why do you appreciate knowing those truths?


Your answer



6 One of the ways we can find Jehovah is by studying the Bible. The men who wrote that book were inspired by God’s holy spirit. (2 Pet. 1:20, 21) So everything contained in the Bible is the truth and is worthy of our trust. For example, we can trust what it says about the origin of our universe and of life on earth. (Gen. 1:1, 26) We can believe what it says about why we all sin and why there is so much suffering and death. (Rom. 5:12; 6:23) We can trust it completely when it says that Jehovah, by means of his Son, will undo all the damage done by Satan, “the father of the lie.” (John 8:44; Rom. 16:20) And we can rely on the Bible’s promise that Jesus will destroy the wicked, raise the dead, restore the earth, and help us to become perfect. (John 11:25, 26; 1 John 3:8) What a privilege Jehovah has given us! He has taught us the truth, and he gives us the opportunity to teach it to others.​—Matt. 28:19, 20.

WHY WE SPEAK THE TRUTH

7-8. Does our motive for speaking the truth matter? Give an example. (Mark 3:11, 12) (See also pictures.)


Your answer



7 As mentioned earlier, we must speak truthfully if we want to be part of Jehovah’s family. However, to please him, we must do more than just speak honestly. The reason why we speak the truth matters to Jehovah. Consider what happened during Jesus’ ministry on earth. (Read Mark 3:11, 12.) While Jesus was preaching near the Sea of Galilee, large crowds gathered around him. Among them were some demon-possessed people who fell down in front of Jesus and then cried out to him: “You are the Son of God.” Why did the demons tell the truth about Jesus? Their goal may have been to gain the confidence of those who listened to them and then to draw them away from serving Jehovah. The demons initially told the truth, but their motives were selfish. They did not fool Jesus or please him. In fact, Jesus ordered the demons not to preach about him.

8 What lesson can we learn from this account? Our motives for telling the truth matter to Jehovah. How important it is that our motive for teaching the truth is pure and that we direct any glory we receive, not to ourselves, but to Jehovah!​—Matt. 5:16; compare Acts 14:12-15.



[image: Scenes contrasting how a sister conducts a Bible study with a young woman. 1. The sister talks about herself as her Bible is turned over on a table. 2. The sister holds her Bible open and shows a scripture to the student.]

When you teach the truth, to whom do you draw attention? (See paragraphs 7-8)







 9. What should we avoid doing, and why?


Your answer



9 Consider another situation in which we need to avoid seeking glory for ourselves. Suppose that a responsible brother entrusted us with some confidential information and we then pass on that information to others. If our listeners later find out that what we told them was true, they might be impressed with what we know and assume that we are entrusted with a lot of confidential information. This could raise their estimation of how important we are, but it will not elevate God’s view of us. (Prov. 11:13) Why? Because not only did we share confidential matters but we also told the truth with an improper motive.

HOW TO SPEAK THE TRUTH

10. How would you define “gracious” speech? (Colossians 4:6)


Your answer



10 Read Colossians 4:6. The apostle Paul reminded Christians living in Colossae that their speech should “always be gracious.” What does that mean? The original-language expression conveys the idea that our speech should not only be beneficial to the listener but also be kind and appealing.

11-12. Why must we teach the truth with care? Illustrate. (See also pictures.)


Your answer



11 We need to apply Paul’s counsel to be gracious when we teach the truth to others. The Bible itself likens the truths it contains to a sharp sword that can divide our soul and spirit. In other words, it can reveal our true inner feelings and motives. (Heb. 4:12) But if we do not use the Bible skillfully, we could cause needless offense and unnecessary conflict. How might that happen?

12 Imagine this scene. In our ministry, we meet a sincere man who regularly prays to images, and he enjoys celebrating Christmas and Easter with his family. Using the Bible, we could show the man how foolish it is to pray to lifeless statues and prove to him that Christmas and Easter are pagan celebrations. (Isa. 44:14-20; 2 Cor. 6:14-17) If we did so during our very first conversation with him, we would be telling the truth, but we would not be using God’s Word skillfully.



[image: Scenes contrasting how a couple witness to a man on his doorstep while his family decorates a Christmas tree inside. 1. The couple show the man the article “What Does the Bible Say About Christmas?” found on jw.org. The man’s arms are crossed as he listens with a stern look on his face. 2. The couple show the man the article “How to Be a Good Dad” found on jw.org. The man smiles as he listens.]

How can you teach the truth skillfully? (See paragraphs 11-12)*







13. How can we season our words with salt?


Your answer



13 Paul also said that his readers should season with salt what they say. He did not mean that we should try to disguise the truth or to hide it. Rather, he was urging us to use speech that is “seasoned” so that we will present the truth in a way that appeals to the “taste” of the listener. (Job 12:11) Doing that can be a challenge. Regarding literal food, our tendency may be to think that others want their food seasoned to our taste. Similarly, we may think that our manner of speaking is appealing to everyone. But that is not the case. For instance, people from some cultural backgrounds may tend to have a direct way of expressing their opinion, even when speaking to those who are older than they are. Those from other cultures might find that type of communication unacceptable, even offensive. Paul said that we must know how we “should answer each person.” This implies that we should season what we say, not according to our taste or cultural background, but according to our listener’s taste.

WHEN TO SPEAK THE TRUTH

14. While on earth, did Jesus teach his disciples all that he knew? Explain.


Your answer



14 Jesus always spoke graciously to his followers, and he kindly taught them many things. (Mark 6:34) But there was still much for them to learn. Jesus did not try to teach them everything he knew. He was considerate of their limitations. He understood that it was not the right time for them to learn some truths. In fact, he said that they would not be able to bear those truths. (John 16:12) What does this teach us?

15. Must we teach our Bible students everything we know all at once? Explain. (Proverbs 25:11) (See also picture.)


Your answer



15 Jesus’ example shows that knowing the truth does not mean that we need to teach everything we know all at once. How might we follow Jesus’ example? We must be considerate of people’s circumstances. Think again of the man who enjoys celebrating Christmas and Easter with his family. We know that these celebrations are of pagan origin and are not approved by God. But imagine that you started studying the Bible with the man a week or two before Christmas. Would we be speaking graciously if we showed him what the Bible says about pagan celebrations and expected him to stop celebrating Christmas immediately? True, some students may quickly apply all that they learn from the Bible. Others, however, take more time to adjust their thinking and actions. We can help our Bible students make progress if we tell them what they need to know when they need to hear it, that is, when they are able to bear it.​—Read Proverbs 25:11.



[image: The couple from the previous image, studying the “Enjoy Life Forever!” brochure with the man at his home. The Christmas tree is nearby.]

Follow Jesus’ example in deciding when to speak the truth and how much to say (See paragraph 15)







16. How can we help our Bible students to “go on walking in the truth”?


Your answer



16 Few things bring us as much joy as helping others learn the truth about Jehovah. We can help them to “go on walking in the truth” if we do the following: Continue to set a good example for them. (3 John 3, 4) Make sure that your way of life proves that you believe in the promises found in God’s Word. Speak the truth with a pure motive. Speak graciously, using gentle, kind words at the right time when teaching the truth. And direct any praise you receive to Jehovah. If you do so, you will prove that you belong to Jehovah, the God of truth.



WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE FOLLOWING SCRIPTURES?


	  Acts 17:27


Your answer





	  Colossians 4:6


Your answer





	  Proverbs 25:11


Your answer












SONG 160 “Good News”!



^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: In the first photo, a brother sees the householder’s Christmas tree and shows him an article about the pagan origins of Christmas. In the second photo, the brother shows the householder an article that has practical suggestions for fathers. Which of the two approaches will be more effective?






^ (Ps. 31:5) Into your hand I entrust my spirit. You have redeemed me, O Jehovah, the God of truth.*

Or “the faithful God.”


^  (Ps. 15:1-3) O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.

Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”


^  (Matt. 22:16) So they sent their disciples to him, together with party followers of Herod, saying: “Teacher, we know you are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and you do not seek anyone’s favor, for you do not look at the outward appearance of people.



^  (Matt. 10:35) For I came to cause division, with a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.



^  (Matt. 23:37) “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the killer of the prophets and stoner of those sent to her—how often I wanted to gather your children together the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings! But you did not want it.



^  (2 Thess. 2:9-11) But the lawless one’s presence is by the operation of Satan with every powerful work and lying signs and wonders 10 and every unrighteous deception for those who are perishing, as a retribution because they did not accept the love of the truth in order that they might be saved. 11 That is why God lets a deceptive influence mislead them so that they may come to believe the lie,



^  (Ps. 19:9) The fear of Jehovah is pure, lasting forever. The judgments of Jehovah are true, altogether righteous.



^  (Ps. 119:142) Your righteousness is an eternal righteousness, And your law is truth.



^  (Ps. 119:151) You are near, O Jehovah, And all your commandments are truth.



^  (Isa. 55:10, 11) For just as the rain and the snow pour down from heaven And do not return there until they saturate the earth, making it produce and sprout, Giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 So my word that goes out of my mouth will be.* It will not return to me without results, But it will certainly accomplish whatever is my delight,* And it will have sure success in what I send it to do.

Or “will prove to be.”
Or “my will.”


^  (Num. 23:19) God is not a mere man who tells lies, Nor a son of man who changes his mind.* When he says something, will he not do it? When he speaks, will he not carry it out?

Or “who feels regret.”


^  (Heb. 6:18) in order that through two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to the refuge may have strong encouragement to take firm hold of the hope set before us.



^  (Ps. 31:5) Into your hand I entrust my spirit. You have redeemed me, O Jehovah, the God of truth.*

Or “the faithful God.”


^ (Acts 17:27) so that they would seek God, if they might grope for him and really find him, although, in fact, he is not far off from each one of us.



^  (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.



^  (Acts 17:27) so that they would seek God, if they might grope for him and really find him, although, in fact, he is not far off from each one of us.



^  (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^  (2 Pet. 1:20, 21) For you know this first, that no prophecy of Scripture springs from any private interpretation. 21 For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”


^  (Gen. 1:1) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.



^  (Gen. 1:26) Then God said: “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and the domestic animals and all the earth and every creeping animal that is moving on the earth.”



^  (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^  (Rom. 6:23) For the wages sin pays is death, but the gift God gives is everlasting life by Christ Jesus our Lord.



^  (John 8:44) You are from your father the Devil, and you wish to do the desires of your father. That one was a murderer when he began, and he did not stand fast in the truth, because truth is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks according to his own disposition, because he is a liar and the father of the lie.



^  (Rom. 16:20) For his part, the God who gives peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. May the undeserved kindness of our Lord Jesus be with you.



^  (John 11:25, 26) Jesus said to her: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who exercises faith in me, even though he dies, will come to life; 26 and everyone who is living and exercises faith in me will never die at all. Do you believe this?”



^  (1 John 3:8) The one who practices sin originates with the Devil, because the Devil has been sinning from the beginning.* For this purpose the Son of God was made manifest, to break up* the works of the Devil.

Or “from when he began.”
Or “destroy.”


^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^ (Mark 3:11, 12) Even the unclean spirits, whenever they saw him, would fall down before him and cry out and say: “You are the Son of God.” 12 But many times he sternly ordered them not to make him known.



^  (Mark 3:11, 12) Even the unclean spirits, whenever they saw him, would fall down before him and cry out and say: “You are the Son of God.” 12 But many times he sternly ordered them not to make him known.



^  (Matt. 5:16) Likewise, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your fine works and give glory to your Father who is in the heavens.



^  (Acts 14:12-15) And they started calling Barʹna·bas Zeus, but Paul Herʹmes, since he was taking the lead in speaking. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance of the city,* brought bulls and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifices with the crowds. 14 However, when the apostles Barʹna·bas and Paul heard of it, they ripped their garments and leaped out into the crowd and cried out: 15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We too are humans having the same infirmities as you have. And we are declaring the good news to you, for you to turn from these vain things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them.

Or “whose temple was located just outside the city.” Lit., “the (one) being before the city.”


^  (Prov. 11:13) A slanderer goes about revealing confidential talk, But the trustworthy person* keeps a confidence.*

Lit., “the one faithful in spirit.”
Lit., “covers over a matter.”


^ (Col. 4:6) Let your words always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should answer each person.



^  (Col. 4:6) Let your words always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should answer each person.



^  (Heb. 4:12) For the word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged sword and pierces even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and of joints from the marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and intentions of the heart.



^  (Isa. 44:14-20) There is one whose work is to cut down cedars. He selects a certain type of tree, an oak, And he lets it grow strong among the trees of the forest. He plants a laurel tree, and the rain makes it grow. 15 Then it becomes fuel for a man to make fires. He takes part of it to warm himself; He builds a fire and bakes bread. But he also makes a god and worships it. He makes it into a carved image, and he bows down before it. 16 Half of it he burns up in a fire; With that half he roasts the meat that he eats, and he is satisfied. He also warms himself and says: “Ah! I am warm as I watch the fire.” 17 But the rest of it he makes into a god, into his carved image. He bows down to it and worships it. He prays to it and says: “Save me, for you are my god.” 18 They know nothing, they understand nothing, Because their eyes are sealed shut and they cannot see, And their heart has no insight. 19 No one reflects in his heart Or has knowledge or understanding, saying: “Half of it I burned up in a fire, And on its coals I baked bread and roasted meat to eat. Should I, then, make the rest of it into a detestable thing? Should I worship a block* of wood from a tree?” 20 He feeds on ashes. His own deluded heart has led him astray. He cannot save himself,* nor does he say: “Is there not a lie in my right hand?”

Or “a dry piece.”
Or “his soul.”


^  (2 Cor. 6:14-17) Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what fellowship do righteousness and lawlessness have? Or what sharing does light have with darkness? 15 Further, what harmony is there between Christ and Beʹli·al? Or what does a believer share in common with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement does God’s temple have with idols? For we are a temple of a living God; just as God said: “I will reside among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 17 “‘Therefore, get out from among them, and separate yourselves,’ says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the unclean thing’”; “‘and I will take you in.’”



^  (Job 12:11) Does not the ear test out words As the tongue* tastes food?

Lit., “palate.”


^  (Mark 6:34) Well, on getting out, he saw a large crowd, and he was moved with pity for them, because they were as sheep without a shepherd. And he started to teach them many things.



^  (John 16:12) “I still have many things to say to you, but you are not able to bear them now.



^ (Prov. 25:11) Like apples of gold in silver carvings* Is a word spoken at the right time.

Or “settings.”


^  (Prov. 25:11) Like apples of gold in silver carvings* Is a word spoken at the right time.

Or “settings.”


^  (3 John 3, 4) For I rejoiced very much when brothers came and bore witness about the truth you hold, as you go on walking in the truth. 4 No greater joy* do I have than this: that I should hear that my children go on walking in the truth.

Or possibly, “cause for thankfulness.”


^ (Acts 17:27) so that they would seek God, if they might grope for him and really find him, although, in fact, he is not far off from each one of us.



^ (Col. 4:6) Let your words always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should answer each person.



^ (Prov. 25:11) Like apples of gold in silver carvings* Is a word spoken at the right time.

Or “settings.”







STUDY TIP

Visualize Bible Accounts



The Bible contains many historical narratives that teach important lessons. By creating mental images of these accounts, we can better understand what we read and benefit more from it. Consider some tips that can help you visualize Bible accounts.

	  Read aloud. Reading the Bible aloud can help you imagine the scenes more clearly. When reading the Bible as a family, you can make the account come alive by assigning each person a different character to read.



	  Picture the scenes. Try to capture the thoughts and the feelings of the characters involved. For instance, ask yourself: ‘Why did the person speak or act as he did? What would I have been thinking or feeling if I had been in that situation?’



	  Draw or sketch. Sketching Bible scenes can help you visualize and remember the narratives better, even if your finished product is not a work of art.
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^ ***sjj song 97 Life Depends on God’s Word***


SONG 97

Life Depends on God’s Word


(Matthew 4:4)


	1. Life depends on Jehovah’s Word,

All the things he has said.

We must live not on bread alone;

Live by his Word instead.

Even now we have peace and joy,

Future blessings assured.

(CHORUS)

Man must live not on bread alone;

Life depends on God’s Word.

There we find what we daily need;

Life depends on God’s Word.





	2. True accounts in God’s written Word

Tell about those of old.

Men and women who walked in faith—

They were loyal and bold.

We’re encouraged each time we read

All they did and endured.

(CHORUS)

Man must live not on bread alone;

Life depends on God’s Word.

There we find what we daily need;

Life depends on God’s Word.





	3. Day by day as we read God’s Word,

He gives comfort and hope.

When the trials of life arise,

He gives wisdom to cope.

May we treasure within our heart

All we’ve read and we’ve heard.

(CHORUS)

Man must live not on bread alone;

Life depends on God’s Word.

There we find what we daily need;

Life depends on God’s Word.









(See also Josh. 1:8; Rom. 15:4.)





^ (Matt. 4:4) But he answered: “It is written: ‘Man must live, not on bread alone, but on every word that comes from Jehovah’s mouth.’”



^ (Josh. 1:8) This book of the Law should not depart from your mouth, and you must read it in an undertone* day and night, in order to observe carefully all that is written in it; for then your way will be successful and then you will act wisely.

Or “meditate on it.”


^ (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.









^ ***sjj song 162 My Spiritual Need***


SONG 162

My Spiritual Need


(Matthew 5:3)


	1. There is a need in each heart

God put within from the start:

Yearning to know what life is for,

Thirsting for something more.

Though some may search in despair,

God’s Word has always been there—

Words that bring hope, joy that is real,

Happiness I can feel.

(CHORUS)

I’ll praise Jehovah each day,

Walk in his light, follow his way.

I’ll give Jehovah my life,

Trusting that he’ll provide.

I will always feed

My spiritual need.





	2. I know I need to make time

Thinking on truths that I find,

Feeding my faith, helping me see

How to be truly free.

Though some may choose to ignore,

I’ll pray they open the door.

Then they can feel true peace of mind,

Happiness just like mine.

(CHORUS)

I’ll praise Jehovah each day,

Walk in his light, follow his way.

I’ll give Jehovah my life,

Trusting that he’ll provide.

I will always feed

My spiritual need.

I’ll praise Jehovah each day,

Walk in his light, follow his way.

I’ll give Jehovah my life,

Trusting that he’ll provide.

I will always feed

My spiritual need.

I’ll praise Jehovah each day,

Walk in his light, follow his way.

I’ll give Jehovah my life,

Trusting that he’ll provide.

I will always feed

My spiritual need.









(See also Ps. 1:1, 2; 112:1; 119:97; Isa. 40:8; Matt. 5:6; 16:24; 2 Tim. 4:4.)





^ (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.



^ (Ps. 1:1, 2) Happy is the man who does not walk according to the advice of the wicked And does not stand on the path of sinners And does not sit in the seat of scoffers.  2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Ps. 112:1) Praise Jah!* Happy is the man who fears Jehovah, Who takes great pleasure in his commandments.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Ps. 119:97) How I do love your law! I ponder over* it all day long.

Or “study.”


^ (Isa. 40:8) The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, But the word of our God endures forever.”



^ (Matt. 5:6) “Happy are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since they will be filled.*

Or “satisfied.”


^ (Matt. 16:24) Then Jesus said to his disciples: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake and keep following me.



^ (2 Tim. 4:4) They will turn away from listening to the truth and give attention to false stories.















^ ***sjj song 45 The Meditation of My Heart***


SONG 45

The Meditation of My Heart


(Psalm 19:14)


	1. The meditation of my heart,

The thoughts I ponder through the day—

May they be pleasing to you, Lord,

And keep me steadfast in your way.

When worries weigh upon my mind

And make me restless in the night,

Then may I meditate on you

And things I know to be upright.



	2. Whatever things are chaste and true,

Whatever virtue there may be,

Whatever things well-spoken-of—

May thoughts of these bring peace to me.

How precious are your thoughts, O God!

Beyond all counting is their sum.

So may I ponder your own words,

Absorbed in them may I become.







(See also Ps. 49:3; 63:6; 139:17, 23; Phil. 4:7, 8; 1 Tim. 4:15.)





^ (Ps. 19:14) May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be pleasing to you, O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer.



^ (Ps. 49:3) My own mouth will speak wisdom, And the meditation of my heart will show understanding.



^ (Ps. 63:6) I remember you while upon my bed; I meditate on you during the watches of the night.



^ (Ps. 139:17) So to me, how precious your thoughts are! O God, how vast is the sum of them!



^ (Ps. 139:23) Search through me, O God, and know my heart. Examine me, and know my anxious* thoughts.

Or “disquieting.”


^ (Phil. 4:7, 8) and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^ (1 Tim. 4:15) Ponder over these things; be absorbed in them, so that your advancement may be plainly seen by all people.









^ ***sjj song 34 Walking in Integrity***


SONG 34

Walking in Integrity


(Psalm 26)


	1. Please judge me, Lord, observe my loyalty;

Observe my trust in you and my integrity.

Examine me, and put me to the test;

My mind and heart refine, that my soul might be blessed.

(CHORUS)

But as for me, Determined I will be

to walk eternally In my integrity.





	2. I do not sit with wicked men of lies.

I hate the company of those who truth despise.

Jehovah, please, don’t take away my life

With men who take delight in bribery and strife.

(CHORUS)

But as for me, Determined I will be

to walk eternally In my integrity.





	3. For I have loved the dwelling of your house.

Your worship, oh, so pure, I daily will espouse.

And I will march around your altar grand,

To make thanksgiving heard aloud throughout the land.

(CHORUS)

But as for me, Determined I will be

to walk eternally In my integrity.









(See also Ps. 25:2.)





^ (Ps. 26:0-12) Of David. 26 Judge me, O Jehovah, for I have walked in my integrity; In Jehovah I have trusted without wavering.  2 Examine me, O Jehovah, and put me to the test; Refine my innermost thoughts* and my heart.  3 For your loyal love is always in front of me, And I walk in your truth.  4 I do not associate* with deceitful men, And I avoid those who hide what they are.*  5 I hate the company of evil men, And I refuse to associate* with the wicked.  6 I will wash my hands in innocence, And I will march around your altar, O Jehovah,  7 To cause the sound of thanksgiving to be heard And to declare all your wonderful works.  8 Jehovah, I love the house where you dwell, The place where your glory resides.  9 Do not sweep me* away with sinners Nor take my life away with violent men,* 10 Whose hands engage in shameful conduct, And whose right hand is full of bribes. 11 But as for me, I will walk in my integrity. Rescue* me and show me favor. 12 My foot is standing on level ground; In the great congregation,* I will praise Jehovah.

Or “my deepest emotions.” Lit., “my kidneys.”
Lit., “sit.”
Or “I do not mingle with hypocrites.”
Lit., “sit.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “with men of bloodshed.”
Lit., “Redeem.”
Lit., “In assemblies.”


^ (Ps. 25:2) My God, I trust in you; Do not let me be put to shame. Do not let my enemies gloat over me.















^ ***sjj song 20 You Gave Your Precious Son***


SONG 20

You Gave Your Precious Son


(1 John 4:9)


	1. Jehovah, dear Father,

There seemed no hope for us.

The ransom has given

Hope to ev’ryone!

We give our lives to you,

Our best in all we do.

And we’ll tell others too,

That your will might be done.

(CHORUS)

You gave your precious Son,

And now we sing as one,

A song we’ll sing forever,

for giving us your precious Son.





	2. Your kindness, your mercy,

They draw us close to you.

Your great name, your friendship,

These we’ve come to love.

But something more than this

Is your most precious gift.

He died that we might live.

You sent him from above.

(CHORUS)

You gave your precious Son,

And now we sing as one,

A song we’ll sing forever,

for giving us your precious Son.



(ENDING)

Jehovah, dear Father, we pray in gratitude.

We offer our thanks for giving us your precious Son.









(See also John 3:16; 15:13.)





^ (1 John 4:9) By this the love of God was revealed in our case, that God sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we might gain life through him.



^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (John 15:13) No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his life in behalf of his friends.









^ ***sjj song 19 The Lord’s Evening Meal***


SONG 19

The Lord’s Evening Meal


(Matthew 26:26-30)


	1. Jehovah, our Father in heaven,

Oh, this is a most sacred night!

It was then, long ago, you determined to show

Your love, justice, wisdom, and might.

The Passover lamb gave protection,

And your favored people were freed.

Cent’ries later our Lord his own lifeblood outpoured

To fulfill this divine prophecy.



	2. The bread and the wine are reminders,

How great is the price that you paid.

And the good that was done

through the gift of your Son,

In life and in death he obeyed.

We gratefully keep this Memorial;

This night is a time to recall

How the death of your Son

paid the ransom that won

The redemption from death for us all.



	3. We’re gathered together before you.

At your invitation we’ve come

To give praise for your love that brought

Christ from above

And honor to you and your Son.

The Lord’s Ev’ning Meal brings you glory

And strengthens our heart and our mind.

So we’ll walk ev’ry day as Christ showed us the way,

And then life everlasting we’ll find.







(See also Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-26.)





^ (Matt. 26:26-30) As they continued eating, Jesus took a loaf, and after saying a blessing, he broke it, and giving it to the disciples, he said: “Take, eat. This means my body.” 27 And taking a cup, he offered thanks and gave it to them, saying: “Drink out of it, all of you, 28 for this means my ‘blood of the covenant,’ which is to be poured out in behalf of many for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you: I will by no means drink again any of this product of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in the Kingdom of my Father.” 30 Finally, after singing praises, they went out to the Mount of Olives.



^ (Luke 22:14-20) So when the hour came, he reclined at the table along with the apostles. 15 And he said to them: “I have greatly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16 for I tell you, I will not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the Kingdom of God.” 17 And accepting a cup, he gave thanks and said: “Take this and pass it from one to the other among yourselves, 18 for I tell you, from now on, I will not drink again from the product of the vine until the Kingdom of God comes.” 19 Also, he took a loaf, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them, saying: “This means my body, which is to be given in your behalf. Keep doing this in remembrance of me.” 20 Also, he did the same with the cup after they had the evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to be poured out in your behalf.



^ (1 Cor. 11:23-26) For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night on which he was going to be betrayed took a loaf, 24 and after giving thanks, he broke it and said: “This means my body, which is in your behalf. Keep doing this in remembrance of me.” 25 He did the same with the cup also, after they had the evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood. Keep doing this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this loaf and drink this cup, you keep proclaiming the death of the Lord, until he comes.















^ ***sjj song 18 Grateful for the Ransom***


SONG 18

Grateful for the Ransom


(Luke 22:20)


	1. Today, Jehovah God,

we stand before your throne,

For you showed the greatest love

that could ever be shown.

You gave the gift of your dear Son,

that we might live.

No greater sacrifice than this

could you ever give.

(CHORUS)

He gave his life to set us free.

His precious blood provides the key.

With all our hearts,

we’ll go on thanking you eternally.





	2. It was a willing sacrifice

that Jesus made.

Out of love, his perfect life

was the price that he paid.

We had no hope until he came

to save mankind.

But now our hope is finding life,

leaving death behind.

(CHORUS)

He gave his life to set us free.

His precious blood provides the key.

With all our hearts,

we’ll go on thanking you eternally.









(See also Heb. 9:13, 14; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19.)





^ (Luke 22:20) Also, he did the same with the cup after they had the evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to be poured out in your behalf.



^ (Heb. 9:13, 14) For if the blood of goats and of bulls and the ashes of a heifer* sprinkled on those who have been defiled sanctifies for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of the Christ, who through an everlasting spirit offered himself without blemish to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works so that we may render sacred service to the living God?

Or “young cow.”


^ (1 Pet. 1:18, 19) For you know that it was not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, that you were set free* from your futile way of life handed down to you by your forefathers.* 19 But it was with precious blood, like that of an unblemished and spotless lamb, that of Christ.

Lit., “you were ransomed; you were redeemed.”
Or “by tradition.”








^ ***nwtsty Romans 12:11***

11 Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah. 

^  Or “Do not loiter at your business.”









^ ***sjj song 14 Praising Earth’s New King***


SONG 14

Praising Earth’s New King


(Psalm 2:12)


	1. A multitude is gathering

from ev’ry tribe and nation,

Collected by the Christ and his

anointed congregation.

God’s Kingdom has been brought to birth;

We pray his will be done on earth.

This hope is a gift of priceless worth,

Giving joy and consolation.

(CHORUS)

Praise our God, Jehovah; Praise his Son forever—

King of all kings and the Lord of lords.

Now unitedly we bow to his rule

And praise him with one accord.





	2. We praise the Christ, our reigning King,

with sounds of jubilation.

This Prince of Peace will be our Judge

and bring about salvation.

We see the joys that lie ahead:

An earth released from fear and dread;

The time for our Lord to raise the dead.

What a time for exultation!

(CHORUS)

Praise our God, Jehovah; Praise his Son forever—

King of all kings and the Lord of lords.

Now unitedly we bow to his rule

And praise him with one accord.









(See also Ps. 2:6; 45:1; Isa. 9:6; John 6:40.)





^ (Ps. 2:12) Honor* the son, or God* will become indignant And you will perish from the way, For His anger flares up quickly. Happy are all those taking refuge in Him.

Lit., “Kiss.”
Lit., “he.”


^ (Ps. 2:6) Saying: “I myself have installed my king On Zion, my holy mountain.”



^ (Ps. 45:1) My heart is stirred by something good. I say: “My song is* about a king.” May my tongue be the stylus* of a skilled copyist.*

Lit., “My works are.”
Or “pen.”
Or “scribe.”


^ (Isa. 9:6) For a child has been born to us, A son has been given to us; And the rulership* will rest on his shoulder. His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

Or “government; princely rule.”


^ (John 6:40) For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.”









^ ***w17 December pp. 23-27 Young Ones—“Keep Working Out Your Own Salvation”***


Young Ones​—“Keep Working Out Your Own Salvation”


“Just as you have always obeyed, . . . keep working out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”​—PHIL. 2:12.

SONGS: 133, 135

HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	Although baptism is a serious step, why should it not be feared or avoided?



	How can you work out your own salvation?



	Why do you treasure your dedication to Jehovah?










 1. Why is baptism such an important step? (See opening picture.)

EACH year thousands of Bible students get baptized. Many are young people​—teenagers and preteens. They may have been raised in the truth. Are you one of them? If so, you are to be commended. Baptism is a requirement for Christians, and it is an essential step to gaining salvation.​—Matt. 28:19, 20; 1 Pet. 3:21.

 2. Why is the step of dedication not to be feared or avoided?

2 Although baptism opens the door to many blessings, it also involves responsibility. In what way? On the day of your baptism, you answered yes to the question, “On the basis of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, have you repented of your sins and dedicated yourself to Jehovah to do his will?” Your baptism symbolizes your dedication. It is a solemn promise that you made to Jehovah to love him and to put his will above everything else. That is a serious commitment. Should you regret making it? No, you definitely should not. Putting yourself in Jehovah’s hands is never a wrong move. Consider the alternative! A person who lives apart from Jehovah is under Satan’s rule. The Devil has no interest in your salvation. In fact, he would be happy if you lost out on everlasting life by siding with him in rejecting Jehovah’s sovereignty.

 3. What blessings come from dedicating yourself to Jehovah?

3 In contrast to supporting Satan, consider the blessings you have as a dedicated and baptized Christian. Now that you have given your life to Jehovah, you can say with greater confidence than ever before: “Jehovah is on my side; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?” (Ps. 118:6) You could have no greater privilege in life than being on God’s side and having him approve of you.

A PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY

4, 5. (a) In what way is dedication a personal responsibility? (b) What challenges are not unique to young people?

4 As a baptized Christian, your relationship with Jehovah is not a ‘family plan,’ such as some people have for cellular telephone service. On the contrary, you are now responsible for your own salvation, even if you still live under your parents’ roof. Why is it important to remember that? Because you cannot always predict what challenges you will face in the future. For example, if you were baptized as a preteen, you likely will face new feelings and pressures as you enter and pass through adolescence. One teenage girl put it this way: “A child usually won’t resent being one of Jehovah’s Witnesses just because of not having a piece of birthday cake at school. But in a few years when the urge to have sex becomes stronger, he or she needs to be thoroughly convinced that obeying Jehovah’s laws is always the best choice.”

5 Of course, being confronted with new challenges is not unique to young people. Even those who got baptized as adults face many unanticipated tests of faith. Such tests may have to do with marriage, health issues, or employment. Really, everyone, regardless of his or her age, will encounter situations that require faithfulness to Jehovah.​—Jas. 1:12-14.

 6. (a) In what way is your dedication to Jehovah unconditional? (b) What can you learn from Philippians 4:11-13?

6 To help you stay faithful in any circumstance, never forget that your promise to Jehovah is unconditional. That means that you have told the Sovereign of the universe that you will continue to serve him even if your friends or parents stop doing so. (Ps. 27:10) In all situations, you can summon the strength​—with Jehovah’s help—​to live up to your dedication.​—Read Philippians 4:11-13.

 7. What does it mean to work out your own salvation “with fear and trembling”?

7 Jehovah wants you to be his friend. But maintaining that friendship and working out your own salvation will require effort. In fact, Philippians 2:12 says: “Keep working out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” Those words indicate that you need to consider how you will maintain your friendship with Jehovah and remain faithful to him despite any challenges. You cannot become overconfident. Even some of God’s longtime servants have gone astray. Hence, what steps can you take to work out your own salvation?

BIBLE STUDY IS IMPORTANT

 8. What does personal study include, and why is it important?

8 Friendship with Jehovah involves two-way communication​—listening and talking. Personal study of the Bible is the prime way we listen to Jehovah. That includes taking in knowledge by reading and meditating on God’s Word and Bible-based publications. As you do that, remember that study of the Bible is not a mere academic exercise. It should not be as if you were memorizing facts just to pass a school exam. Fruitful study is more like an expedition on which you can explore and discover new aspects of Jehovah’s personality. This will help you to draw close to God, and then he will draw close to you.​—Jas. 4:8.

 9. What tools have helped you in your personal study?

9 Jehovah’s organization has provided a number of tools to help you put together an effective study program. For example, “Bible Study Activities” found on the “Teenagers” section of jw.org can help you to learn practical lessons from Bible events. Also on jw.org, the study guides “What Does the Bible Really Teach?” can help you to build your conviction about your beliefs. Those study guides can help you to learn how to explain your beliefs to others. Other ideas for study can be found in the article “Young People Ask . . . How Can I Make Bible Reading Enjoyable?” in the April 2009 issue of Awake! Study and meditation play an important role in working out your own salvation.​—Read Psalm 119:105.

PRAYER IS VITAL

10. Why is prayer vital for a baptized Christian?

10 While personal study is one way we listen to Jehovah, prayer is a way in which we speak to him. A Christian should not view prayer as a meaningless ritual; nor is it a ‘good luck charm’ to increase the chances of success at some endeavor. Rather, prayer is real communication with our Creator. Jehovah wants to hear from you. (Read Philippians 4:6.) When you experience any kind of anxiety, the Bible’s wise advice is to “throw your burden on Jehovah.” (Ps. 55:22) Do you really believe that? There are millions of brothers and sisters who can assure you that it has helped them. It can help you too!

11. Why should you always give thanks to Jehovah?

11 Prayer offers you the opportunity to do more than simply ask Jehovah for help. The Bible says: “Show yourselves thankful.” (Col. 3:15) Sometimes we can become so consumed by our problems that we overlook the many blessings we have. Why not determine that each day you will think of at least three things for which you can be thankful? Then thank Jehovah in prayer for those blessings. A teenager named Abigail, who got baptized at age 12, says: “I feel that Jehovah deserves our thanks more than anyone else in the universe. We should thank him at every opportunity for the gifts he has given us. I once heard an excellent reminder: If we woke up tomorrow with only the things we thanked Jehovah for today, what would we end up with?”*

THE VALUE OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

12, 13. Why is it important to think of how you personally have tasted Jehovah’s goodness?

12 Ancient King David, who had been delivered from many grievous trials, expressed these words in song: “Taste and see that Jehovah is good; happy is the man who takes refuge in him.” (Ps. 34:8) That verse highlights the value of personal experience. When you read the Bible and our publications and when you attend Christian meetings, you hear encouraging experiences of how God has helped others to stay faithful. But as you grow spiritually, you need to see Jehovah’s hand in your own life. How have you personally tasted Jehovah’s goodness?

13 There is one way that all Christians have tasted Jehovah’s goodness. It is by being invited to draw close to God and his Son. Jesus said: “No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him.” (John 6:44) Do you feel that those words apply to you? A youth might reason, ‘Jehovah drew my parents, and I merely followed.’ But when you dedicated yourself to Jehovah and got baptized, you showed that you had come into a privileged relationship with him. Now you are truly known by him. The Bible assures us: “If anyone loves God, this one is known by him.” (1 Cor. 8:3) Try always to treasure, to appreciate, your place in Jehovah’s organization.

14, 15. How can the ministry help you to strengthen your faith?

14 Another way you can taste Jehovah’s goodness is by experiencing his support as you share your faith with others. You can do that in the ministry as well as at school. Some find it difficult to preach to their peers at school. You likely can understand why. You have no idea how they will react. It can be especially challenging when speaking to a large group rather than to a classmate one-on-one. What can help you?

15 First, think about why you are convinced of your beliefs. Are the study guides found on jw.org available in your language? If you are not sure, take the time to look for them. They are designed to help you reflect on what you believe, why you believe it, and how you can explain your beliefs to others. When your conviction is strong and you are well-prepared, you will feel impelled to give a witness for Jehovah’s name.​—Jer. 20:8, 9.

16. What might help you overcome hesitancy to speak up about your beliefs?

16 Even with preparation, however, you may be hesitant to speak up about your beliefs. An 18-year-old sister, baptized when she was 13, admits, “I know what I believe, but sometimes I have trouble putting my thoughts into words.” How does she deal with this obstacle? “I just try to be casual,” she says. “My classmates talk freely about the things that they do. I should feel free to do the same. So I’ll mention something in passing, such as, ‘I was teaching the Bible the other day, and . . .’ Then I continue with the point of my story. Although the immediate point is not in itself about the Bible, often others are curious about what I do when teaching the Bible. Sometimes they ask questions about it. The more I use this approach, the easier it gets. And afterward, I always feel great!”

17. How can your view of your faith help you to speak to others?

17 As you show respect for others and take a personal interest in them, it is more likely that they will respond in kind. “I had always been afraid that if I worked the Bible into a conversation, people would view me as a fanatic.” That is a comment made by Olivia, who is 17 and who got baptized as a preteen. Then she started to think differently. Rather than give too much thought to her fears, Olivia reasoned: “A lot of young people don’t know anything about Jehovah’s Witnesses. We are the only Witnesses they are exposed to. So the way we act can determine how they will respond. What if we are shy or timid or have a hard time speaking up about our faith, or what if we cringe when we do speak up? Then they may look at us as if we aren’t proud of who we are. They may even respond unkindly because of our lack of confidence. However, if we talk with ease and assurance about what we believe, making it a normal part of conversation, it’s more likely that they will respect us.”

KEEP WORKING OUT YOUR OWN SALVATION

18. What is involved in your working out your own salvation?

18 As we have seen, working out your own salvation is a serious responsibility. Some of the things involved are reading God’s Word and meditating on it, praying to Jehovah, and thinking of ways that Jehovah has blessed you as an individual. Applying yourself in those aspects will boost your confidence in your privilege of having a friendship with Jehovah. That, in turn, will move you to speak up about your beliefs.​—Read Psalm 73:28.

19. Why is the effort you put into your salvation worthwhile?

19 Jesus said: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake and keep following me.” (Matt. 16:24) Clearly, discipleship​—including dedication and baptism—​is an obligation for you as a Christian. Yet, it opens the door to countless blessings now and to everlasting life in God’s new world. You have every reason, then, to keep working out your own salvation!



^  For more suggestions, see “Young People Ask​—Why Should I Pray?” and its accompanying worksheet on jw.org.






^ (Phil. 2:12) Consequently, my beloved ones, just as you have always obeyed, not only during my presence but now much more readily during my absence, keep working out your own salvation with fear and trembling.



^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (1 Pet. 3:21) Baptism, which corresponds to this, is also now saving you (not by the removing of the filth of the flesh, but by the request to God for a good conscience), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.



^  (Ps. 118:6) Jehovah is on my side; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?



^  (Jas. 1:12-14) Happy is the man who keeps on enduring trial, because on becoming approved he will receive the crown of life, which Jehovah* promised to those who continue loving Him. 13 When under trial, let no one say: “I am being tried by God.” For with evil things God cannot be tried, nor does he himself try anyone. 14 But each one is tried by being drawn out and enticed* by his own desire.

See App. A5.
Or “caught as by bait.”


^ (Phil. 4:11-13) Not that I am saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be self-sufficient regardless of my circumstances. 12 I know how to be low on provisions and how to have an abundance. In everything and in all circumstances I have learned the secret of both how to be full and how to hunger, both how to have an abundance and how to do without. 13 For all things I have the strength through the one who gives me power.



^  (Ps. 27:10) Even if my own father and mother abandon me, Jehovah himself will take me in.



^  (Phil. 4:11-13) Not that I am saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be self-sufficient regardless of my circumstances. 12 I know how to be low on provisions and how to have an abundance. In everything and in all circumstances I have learned the secret of both how to be full and how to hunger, both how to have an abundance and how to do without. 13 For all things I have the strength through the one who gives me power.



^  (Phil. 2:12) Consequently, my beloved ones, just as you have always obeyed, not only during my presence but now much more readily during my absence, keep working out your own salvation with fear and trembling.



^  (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^  (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.



^  (Phil. 4:6) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God;



^  (Ps. 55:22) Throw your burden on Jehovah, And he will sustain you. Never will he allow the righteous one to fall.*

Or “stagger; totter.”


^  (Col. 3:15) Also, let the peace of the Christ rule in your hearts, for you were called to that peace in one body. And show yourselves thankful.



^  (Ps. 34:8) Taste and see that Jehovah is good; Happy is the man who takes refuge in him.



^  (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^  (1 Cor. 8:3) But if anyone loves God, this one is known by him.



^  (Jer. 20:8, 9) For whenever I speak, I must cry out and proclaim, “Violence and destruction!” For me the word of Jehovah has been the cause of insults and jeering all day long.  9 So I said: “I am not going to make mention of him, And I will speak no more in his name.” But in my heart it became like a burning fire shut up in my bones, And I was tired of holding it in; I could no longer endure it.



^  (Ps. 73:28) But as for me, drawing near to God is good for me. I have made the Sovereign Lord Jehovah my refuge, To declare all your works.



^  (Matt. 16:24) Then Jesus said to his disciples: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake and keep following me.









^ ***w95 6/15 pp. 13-18 What Motivates You to Serve God?***

What Motivates You to Serve God?

“You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.”​—MARK 12:30.

 1, 2. What thrilling things are being accomplished in connection with the preaching work?

THE true value of an automobile is not determined solely by its appearance. A coat of paint may enhance its exterior, and a sleek design may attract a potential buyer; but of far greater importance are the things that are not readily seen​—the engine that propels the vehicle, along with all the other devices that control it.

2 It is similar with a Christian’s service to God. Jehovah’s Witnesses abound in godly works. Each year, more than a billion hours are spent preaching the good news of God’s Kingdom. Furthermore, millions of Bible studies are conducted, and those being baptized number into the hundreds of thousands. If you are a proclaimer of the good news, you have had a share​—even if seemingly small—​in these thrilling statistics. And you can be assured that “God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name.”​—Hebrews 6:10.

 3. What besides works should be of vital concern to Christians, and why?

3 However, the true value of our service​—collectively or individually—​is not measured solely in numbers. As Samuel was told, “mere man sees what appears to the eyes; but as for Jehovah, he sees what the heart is.” (1 Samuel 16:7) Yes, it is what we are on the inside that counts with God. Granted, works are essential. Deeds of godly devotion adorn the teaching of Jehovah and attract potential disciples. (Matthew 5:14-16; Titus 2:10; 2 Peter 3:11) Yet, our works do not tell the whole story. The resurrected Jesus had cause for concern regarding the congregation at Ephesus​—despite their record of good works. “I know your deeds,” he told them. “Nevertheless, I hold this against you, that you have left the love you had at first.”​—Revelation 2:1-4.

 4. (a) In what way could our service to God become like a dutiful ritual? (b) Why is there a need for self-examination?

4 A danger exists. Over a period of time, our service to God could become like a dutiful ritual. One Christian woman described it this way: “I would go out in service, go to meetings, study, pray​—but I did it all on automatic control, never feeling anything.” Of course, God’s servants are to be commended when they exert themselves despite feeling “thrown down” or “laid low.” (2 Corinthians 4:9; 7:6) Nevertheless, when our Christian routine falls into a rut, we need to peer inside at the engine, as it were. Even the best of automobiles need periodic maintenance; similarly, all Christians need to make regular self-examination. (2 Corinthians 13:5) Others can see our works, but they cannot discern what drives our actions. Each of us, therefore, should be concerned with the question: ‘What motivates me to serve God?’

Obstacles to Proper Motivation

 5. What command did Jesus say was first of all?

5 When asked which of the laws given to Israel was first of all, Jesus quoted a command that focused, not on outer appearance, but on inner motive: “You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.” (Mark 12:28-30) Jesus thus identified what should be the driving force behind our service to God​—love.

 6, 7. (a) In what way has Satan insidiously attacked the family circle, and why? (2 Corinthians 2:11) (b) How can upbringing affect one’s attitude toward divine authority?

6 Satan wants to impede our ability to cultivate the vital quality of love. To accomplish this, one method he has employed is to attack the family circle. Why? Because this is where our first and most enduring impressions about love are formed. Satan well knows the Biblical principle that what is learned in childhood can be of value in adulthood. (Proverbs 22:6) He insidiously attempts to distort our concept of love at an early age. As “god of this system of things,” Satan sees his purposes well served when many grow up in homes that are not havens of love but battlegrounds of bitterness, wrath, and abusive speech.​—2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 4:31, 32; 6:4, footnote; Colossians 3:21.

7 The book Making Your Family Life Happy observed that the way a father handles his parental role “can have a marked effect on his children’s later attitude toward authority, both human and divine.”* One Christian man who was raised under the heavy hand of a harsh father admits: “For me, obeying Jehovah is easy; loving him is much more difficult.” Of course, obedience is vital, for in God’s eyes “to obey is better than a sacrifice.” (1 Samuel 15:22) But what can help us to move beyond mere obedience and cultivate love for Jehovah as the motivating force behind our worship?

“The Love the Christ Has Compels Us”

 8, 9. How should Jesus’ ransom sacrifice stir our love for Jehovah?

8 The greatest stimulus to cultivating wholehearted love for Jehovah is an appreciation for Jesus Christ’s ransom sacrifice. “By this the love of God was made manifest in our case, because God sent forth his only-begotten Son into the world that we might gain life through him.” (1 John 4:9) Once we understand and appreciate it, this act of love elicits a reaction of love. “We love, because [Jehovah] first loved us.”​—1 John 4:19.

9 Jesus willingly accepted his assignment to serve as man’s Savior. “By this we have come to know love, because that one surrendered his soul for us.” (1 John 3:16; John 15:13) Jesus’ self-sacrificing love should evoke an appreciative response in us. To illustrate: Suppose you had been rescued from drowning. Could you just go home, dry off, and forget about it? Of course not! You would feel indebted to the person who rescued you. After all, you owe that person your life. Do we owe Jehovah God and Jesus Christ any less? Without the ransom, each of us would drown, as it were, in sin and death. Instead, because of this great act of love, we have the prospect of living forever on a paradise earth.​—Romans 5:12, 18; 1 Peter 2:24.

10. (a) How can we make the ransom something personal? (b) How does the love Christ has compel us?

10 Meditate on the ransom. Take it personally, as did Paul: “Indeed, the life that I now live in flesh I live by the faith that is toward the Son of God, who loved me and handed himself over for me.” (Galatians 2:20) Such reflection will kindle heartfelt motivation, for Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “The love the Christ has compels us, because . . . he died for all that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died for them and was raised up.” (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15) The Jerusalem Bible says that Christ’s love “overwhelms us.” When we contemplate Christ’s love, we are compelled, deeply moved, even overwhelmed. It touches our hearts and moves us to action. As J. B. Phillips’ translation paraphrases it, “the very spring of our actions is the love of Christ.” Any other type of motivation will not produce lasting fruitage in us, as shown by the example of the Pharisees.

“Watch Out for the Leaven of the Pharisees”

11. Describe the Pharisees’ attitude toward religious works.

11 The Pharisees took all the life out of worship of God. Instead of stressing love for God, they emphasized works as the measuring stick for spirituality. Their preoccupation with detailed rules made them appear righteous on the outside, but inside they were “full of dead men’s bones and of every sort of uncleanness.”​—Matthew 23:27.

12. After Jesus cured a man, how did the Pharisees show themselves to be insensible at heart?

12 On one occasion Jesus compassionately cured a man whose hand was dried up. How happy this man must have been to experience the instantaneous healing of an ailment that undoubtedly caused much physical and emotional discomfort! Yet, the Pharisees did not rejoice with him. Instead, they nitpicked over a technicality​—that Jesus had rendered aid on the Sabbath. Preoccupied with their technical interpretation of the Law, the Pharisees completely missed the spirit of the Law. No wonder Jesus was “thoroughly grieved at the insensibility of their hearts”! (Mark 3:1-5) Furthermore, he warned his disciples: “Watch out for the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” (Matthew 16:6) Their actions and attitudes are exposed in the Bible for our benefit.

13. What lesson is there for us in the example of the Pharisees?

13 The example of the Pharisees teaches us that we need to have a reasonable view of works. Indeed, works are vital, for “faith without works is dead.” (James 2:26) However, imperfect humans have a tendency to judge others by what they do rather than by what they are. At times, we may even judge ourselves this way. We may become obsessed with performance, as if this were the sole criterion of our spirituality. We could forget the importance of examining our motives. (Compare 2 Corinthians 5:12.) We might become rigid legalists who “strain out the gnat but gulp down the camel,” obeying the letter of the law while violating its intent.​—Matthew 23:24.

14. How were the Pharisees like an unclean cup or dish?

14 What the Pharisees did not comprehend is that if a person truly loves Jehovah, acts of godly devotion will follow naturally. Spirituality flows from the inside to the outside. Jesus strongly denounced the Pharisees for their erroneous thinking in this regard, saying: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because you cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of plunder and immoderateness. Blind Pharisee, cleanse first the inside of the cup and of the dish, that the outside of it also may become clean.”​—Matthew 23:25, 26.

15. Cite examples showing that Jesus looks beyond appearances.

15 The outer appearance of a cup, a dish, or even a building reveals only so much. Jesus’ disciples were awestruck by the beauty of Jerusalem’s temple, which Jesus called “a cave of robbers” because of what was going on inside. (Mark 11:17; 13:1) What was true of the temple is true of millions of professed Christians, as the record of Christendom shows. Jesus said that he would judge some who performed “powerful works” in his name to be “workers of lawlessness.” (Matthew 7:22, 23) In stark contrast, he said of a widow who contributed an almost negligible amount of money at the temple: “This poor widow dropped in more than all those dropping money into the treasury chests . . . She, out of her want, dropped in all of what she had, her whole living.” (Mark 12:41-44) Inconsistent judgments? Not at all. In both situations, Jesus reflected Jehovah’s view. (John 8:16) He saw the motives behind the works and judged accordingly.

“Each One According to His Own Ability”

16. Why do we not need always to compare our activity with that of another Christian?

16 If our motives are proper, there is no need constantly to make comparisons. For example, little good is accomplished by competitively striving to spend the same amount of time in the ministry that another Christian does or to match that one’s accomplishments in preaching. Jesus said to love Jehovah with your whole heart, mind, soul, and strength​—not someone else’s. Each person’s abilities, stamina, and circumstances differ. If your situation permits, love will motivate you to spend much time in the ministry​—perhaps even as a full-time pioneer minister. If you are battling an illness, however, the time you spend in the ministry may be less than you would wish. Do not be discouraged. Faithfulness to God is not measured in hours. Having pure motives, you will have reason for joy. Paul wrote: “Let each one prove what his own work is, and then he will have cause for exultation in regard to himself alone, and not in comparison with the other person.”​—Galatians 6:4.

17. In your own words, briefly relate the parable of the talents.

17 Consider Jesus’ parable of the talents, as recorded at Matthew 25:14-30. A man who was about to travel abroad summoned his slaves and committed his belongings to them. “To one he gave five talents, to another two, to still another one, to each one according to his own ability.” When the master returned to settle accounts with his slaves, what did he find? The slave who had been given five talents gained five talents more. Similarly, the slave who had been given two talents gained two talents more. The slave who had been given one talent buried it in the ground and did nothing to increase his master’s wealth. What was the master’s assessment of the situation?

18, 19. (a) Why did the master not compare the slave given two talents with the slave given five talents? (b) What does the parable of the talents teach us about commendation and comparisons? (c) Why was the third slave judged adversely?

18 First, let us consider the slaves who were given five and two talents respectively. To each of these slaves, the master said: “Well done, good and faithful slave!” Would he have said this to the slave with five talents if that one had gained only two? Unlikely! On the other hand, he did not say to the slave who gained two talents: ‘Why did you not gain five? Why, look at your fellow slave and how much he gained for me!’ No, the compassionate master, who pictured Jesus, did not make comparisons. He assigned the talents “to each one according to his own ability,” and he expected nothing more back than what each one could give. Both slaves got equal commendation, for both worked whole-souled for their master. All of us can learn from this.

19 Of course, the third slave was not commended. In fact, he was thrown into the darkness outside. Having received but one talent, he would not have been expected to produce as much as the slave with five talents. He, though, did not even try! His adverse judgment was ultimately because of his “wicked and sluggish” heart attitude, which betrayed a lack of love for the master.

20. How does Jehovah view our limitations?

20 Jehovah expects each of us to love him with our whole strength, yet how heartwarming it is that “he himself well knows the formation of us, remembering that we are dust”! (Psalm 103:14) Proverbs 21:2 says that “Jehovah is making an estimate of hearts”​—not of statistics. He understands any limitations over which we have no control, whether they are financial, physical, emotional, or otherwise. (Isaiah 63:9) At the same time, he expects us to make the most of all the resources that we may have. Jehovah is perfect, but when dealing with his imperfect worshipers, he is not a perfectionist. He is neither unreasonable in his dealings nor unrealistic in his expectations.

21. If our service to God is motivated by love, what good results will follow?

21 Loving Jehovah with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength is “worth far more than all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” (Mark 12:33) If we are motivated by love, then we will do all we can in God’s service. Peter wrote that if godly qualities, including love, “exist in you and overflow, they will prevent you from being either inactive or unfruitful regarding the accurate knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”​—2 Peter 1:8.

[Footnotes]

^  Published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.


In Review

◻ What should be the driving force behind our service to God?

◻ How does the love of Christ compel us to serve Jehovah?

◻ What preoccupation of the Pharisees must we avoid?

◻ Why is it unwise to keep comparing our service with that of another Christian?

[Study Questions]

[Pictures on page 16]

The abilities, stamina, and circumstances of individuals differ



^ (Mark 12:30) and you must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.’



^  (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.



^  (1 Sam. 16:7) But Jehovah said to Samuel: “Do not pay attention to his appearance and how tall he is, for I have rejected him. For the way man sees is not the way God sees, because mere man sees what appears to the eyes, but Jehovah sees into the heart.”



^  (Matt. 5:14-16) “You are the light of the world. A city cannot be hid when located on a mountain. 15 People light a lamp and set it, not under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it shines on all those in the house. 16 Likewise, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your fine works and give glory to your Father who is in the heavens.



^  (Titus 2:10) not stealing from them, but showing complete trustworthiness, so that in every way they may adorn the teaching of our Savior, God.



^  (2 Pet. 3:11) Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, consider what sort of people you ought to be in holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion,



^  (Rev. 2:1-4) “To the angel of the congregation in Ephʹe·sus write: These are the things that he says who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands: 2 ‘I know your deeds, and your labor and endurance, and that you cannot tolerate bad men, and that you put to the test those who say they are apostles, but they are not, and you found them to be liars. 3 You are also showing endurance, and you have persevered for the sake of my name and have not grown weary. 4 Nevertheless, I hold this against you, that you have left the love you had at first.



^  (2 Cor. 4:9) we are persecuted, but not abandoned; we are knocked down, but not destroyed.



^  (2 Cor. 7:6) But God, who comforts those who are downhearted, comforted us by the presence of Titus;



^  (2 Cor. 13:5) Keep testing whether you are in the faith; keep proving what you yourselves are. Or do you not recognize that Jesus Christ is in union with you? Unless you are disapproved.



^  (Mark 12:28-30) One of the scribes who had come up and heard them disputing, knowing that he had answered them in a fine way, asked him: “Which commandment is first* of all?” 29 Jesus answered: “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel, Jehovah our God is one Jehovah, 30 and you must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.’

Or “most important.”


^ (2 Cor. 2:11) so that we may not be overreached by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his designs.



^  (Prov. 22:6) Train a boy* in the way he should go; Even when he grows old he will not depart from it.

Or “child; youth.”


^  (2 Cor. 4:4) among whom the god of this system of things has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that the illumination* of the glorious good news about the Christ, who is the image of God, might not shine through.

Or “light.”


^  (Eph. 4:31, 32) Put away from yourselves every kind of malicious bitterness, anger, wrath, screaming, and abusive speech, as well as everything injurious. 32 But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.



^  (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^  (Col. 3:21) You fathers, do not be exasperating your children, so that they do not become downhearted.



^  (1 Sam. 15:22) Samuel then said: “Does Jehovah take as much pleasure in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of Jehovah? Look! To obey is better than a sacrifice, and to pay attention than the fat of rams;



^  (1 John 4:9) By this the love of God was revealed in our case, that God sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we might gain life through him.



^  (1 John 4:19) We love, because he first loved us.



^  (1 John 3:16) By this we have come to know love, because that one surrendered his life* for us, and we are under obligation to surrender our lives* for our brothers.

Or “soul.”
Or “souls.”


^  (John 15:13) No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his life in behalf of his friends.



^  (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^  (Rom. 5:18) So, then, as through one trespass the result to men of all sorts was condemnation, so too through one act of justification the result to men of all sorts is their being declared righteous for life.



^  (1 Pet. 2:24) He himself bore our sins in his own body on the stake,* so that we might die to* sins and live to righteousness. And “by his wounds you were healed.”

Or “tree.”
Or “be finished with.”


^  (Gal. 2:20) I am nailed to the stake along with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who is living in union with me. Indeed, the life that I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and handed himself over for me.



^  (2 Cor. 5:14, 15) For the love the Christ has compels us, because this is what we have concluded, that one man died for all; so, then, all had died. 15 And he died for all so that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for him who died for them and was raised up.



^  (Matt. 23:27) “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because you resemble whitewashed graves, which outwardly indeed appear beautiful but inside are full of dead men’s bones and of every sort of uncleanness.



^  (Mark 3:1-5) Once again he entered into a synagogue, and a man with a withered* hand was there. 2 So they were watching him closely to see whether he would cure the man on the Sabbath, in order to accuse him. 3 He said to the man with the withered* hand: “Get up and come to the center.” 4 Next he said to them: “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save a life or to kill?” But they kept silent. 5 After looking around at them with indignation, being thoroughly grieved at the insensibility of their hearts, he said to the man: “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored.

Or “paralyzed.” Lit., “dried-up.”
Or “paralyzed.” Lit., “dried-up.”


^  (Matt. 16:6) Jesus said to them: “Keep your eyes open and watch out for the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”



^  (Jas. 2:26) Indeed, just as the body without spirit* is dead, so also faith without works is dead.

Or “breath.”


^  (2 Cor. 5:12) We are not recommending ourselves to you again but giving you an incentive to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast over the outward appearance but not over what is in the heart.



^  (Matt. 23:24) Blind guides, who strain out the gnat but gulp down the camel!



^  (Matt. 23:25, 26) “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because you cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of greediness* and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee, cleanse first the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may also become clean.

Or “plunder; robbery.”


^  (Mark 11:17) He was teaching and saying to them: “Is it not written, ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a cave of robbers.”



^  (Mark 13:1) As he was going out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him: “Teacher, see! what wonderful stones and buildings!”



^  (Matt. 7:22, 23) Many will say to me in that day: ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and expel demons in your name, and perform many powerful works* in your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them: ‘I never knew* you! Get away from me, you workers of lawlessness!’

Or “many miracles.”
Or “recognized.”


^  (Mark 12:41-44) And he sat down with the treasury chests in view and began observing how the crowd was dropping money into the treasury chests, and many rich people were dropping in many coins. 42 Now a poor widow came and dropped in two small coins of very little value. 43 So he called his disciples to him and said to them: “Truly I say to you that this poor widow put in more than all the others who put money into the treasury chests. 44 For they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her want,* put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

Or “poverty.”


^  (John 8:16) And yet even if I do judge, my judgment is truthful, because I am not alone, but the Father who sent me is with me.



^  (Gal. 6:4) But let each one examine his own actions, and then he will have cause for rejoicing in regard to himself alone, and not in comparison with the other person.



^  (Matt. 25:14-30) “For it is just like a man about to travel abroad who summoned his slaves and entrusted his belongings to them. 15 He gave five talents to one, two to another, and one to still another, to each according to his own ability, and he went abroad. 16 Immediately the one who received the five talents went and did business with them and gained five more. 17 Likewise, the one who received the two gained two more. 18 But the slave who received just one went off and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 “After a long time, the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 So the one who had received the five talents came forward and brought five additional talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me; see, I gained five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him: ‘Well done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few things. I will appoint you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’* 22 Next the one who had received the two talents came forward and said, ‘Master, you entrusted two talents to me; see, I gained two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him: ‘Well done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few things. I will appoint you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 “Finally the slave who had received the one talent came forward and said: ‘Master, I knew you to be a demanding* man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did not winnow. 25 So I grew afraid and went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 In reply his master said to him: ‘Wicked and sluggish* slave, you knew, did you, that I reaped where I did not sow and gathered where I did not winnow? 27 Well, then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my coming I would have received it back with interest. 28 “‘Therefore, take the talent away from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance. But the one who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 30 And throw the good-for-nothing slave out into the darkness outside. There is where his weeping and the gnashing of his teeth will be.’

Or “Rejoice with your master; Come and share your master’s happiness.”
Or “hard; harsh.”
Or “lazy; reluctant; idle.”


^  (Ps. 103:14) For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^  (Prov. 21:2) All of a man’s ways seem right to him, But Jehovah examines the hearts.*

Or “motives.”


^  (Isa. 63:9) During all their distress it was distressing to him. And his own personal messenger* saved them. In his love and compassion he repurchased them, And he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

Or “the angel of his presence.”


^  (Mark 12:33) and to love him with one’s whole heart, with one’s whole understanding, and with one’s whole strength and to love one’s neighbor as oneself is worth far more than all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”



^  (2 Pet. 1:8) For if these things exist in you and overflow, they will prevent you from being either inactive or unfruitful* regarding the accurate knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Or “unproductive.”














^ ***sjj song 76 How Does It Make You Feel?***


SONG 76

How Does It Make You Feel?


(Hebrews 13:15)


	1. How does it make you feel

when you preach and teach with zeal,

When you know you’ve done your part

to reach an honest heart?

Knowing you’ve done your best;

then our God will do the rest.

Honest hearts he surely knows—

all those to him disposed.

(CHORUS)

It makes us glad, and we rejoice

to give our heart and mind and voice.

So may our sacrifice of praise

continue all our days.





	2. How does it make you feel

when the words you speak appeal

To the ones whose heart is right

for everlasting life?

Some people turn away,

others might be led astray.

Still we’re glad to bear his name

and witness just the same.

(CHORUS)

It makes us glad, and we rejoice

to give our heart and mind and voice.

So may our sacrifice of praise

continue all our days.





	3. How does it make you feel,

knowing God’s support is real,

And that he’s entrusted you

to do the work we do?

Proudly we preach and teach,

using bold but gracious speech,

Searching out deserving ones;

this work will soon be done.

(CHORUS)

It makes us glad, and we rejoice

to give our heart and mind and voice.

So may our sacrifice of praise

continue all our days.









(See also Acts 13:48; 1 Thess. 2:4; 1 Tim. 1:11.)







^ (Heb. 13:15) Through him let us always offer to God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of our lips that make public declaration to his name.



^ (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.



^ (1 Thess. 2:4) but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the good news, so we speak to please, not men, but God, who examines our hearts.



^ (1 Tim. 1:11) according to the glorious good news of the happy God, with which I was entrusted.









^ ***sjj song 160 “Good News”!***


SONG 160

“Good News”!


(Luke 2:10)


	1. “Glory in the heights above”—

Good news for all men—

When God’s Son arrived in Bethlehem.

Hope for those who mourn,

A Savior has been born!

(CHORUS)

Good news, this good news—

Joy for all mankind—

Praise Jah for his light!

Good news, this good news—

Preach with all your might.

Good news, Christ is born—

The way, the truth, the life.





	2. He will reign for righteousness.

Peace he will provide.

Jesus is the way to endless life.

Truth he will defend.

His Kingdom will not end.

(CHORUS)

Good news, this good news—

Joy for all mankind—

Praise Jah for his light!

Good news, this good news—

Preach with all your might.

Good news, Christ is born—

The way, the truth, the life.



(CHORUS)

Good news, this good news—

Joy for all mankind—

Praise Jah for his light!

Good news, this good news—

Preach with all your might.

Good news, Christ is born—

The way, the truth, the life.









(See also Matt. 24:14; John 8:12; 14:6; Isa. 32:1; 61:2.)





^ (Luke 2:10) But the angel said to them: “Do not be afraid, for look! I am declaring to you good news of a great joy that all the people will have.



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (John 8:12) Then Jesus spoke again to them, saying: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will by no means walk in darkness, but will possess the light of life.”



^ (John 14:6) Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.



^ (Isa. 32:1) Look! A king will reign for righteousness, And princes will rule for justice.



^ (Isa. 61:2) To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,

Or “favor.”
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