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STUDY ARTICLE 36




SONG 103 Shepherds​—Gifts in Men



“Call the Elders”



“Let him call the elders of the congregation to him.”​—JAS. 5:14.




FOCUS

Get spiritual help from the congregation elders when you need it.




 1. How has Jehovah shown that his sheep are precious to him?


Your answer



JEHOVAH’S sheep are precious to him. He purchased them with the blood of Jesus and assigned the congregation elders to care for His flock. (Acts 20:28) God wants his sheep to be treated tenderly. Under Christ’s leadership, the elders refresh the sheep and protect them from spiritual danger.​—Isa. 32:1, 2.

 2. In whom does Jehovah show special interest? (Ezekiel 34:15, 16)


Your answer



2 Jehovah has deep concern for all his sheep, but he gives special care to those who are suffering. Through the elders, he helps those who are suffering in a spiritual sense. (Read Ezekiel 34:15, 16.) However, he wants us to seek help when we need it. At such times, in addition to our earnest prayers to God for support, we request the assistance of the “shepherds and teachers” in the congregation.​—Eph. 4:11, 12.

 3. How can all of us benefit from considering the role of the elders?


Your answer



3 In this article, we will examine God’s arrangement for us to get spiritual help through the elders. We will answer these questions: When should we ask the elders for help? Why should we do so? And how do they help us? Even if we are not currently experiencing a difficulty, the answers to those questions will increase our appreciation for God’s arrangement and may someday save our life.

WHEN SHOULD WE “CALL THE ELDERS”?

 4. Why do we conclude that James 5:14-16, 19, 20 refers to spiritual sickness? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



4 The disciple James introduces the subject of God’s arrangement for spiritual assistance by asking: “Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation.” (Read James 5:14-16, 19, 20.) The context shows that James is speaking of spiritual sickness. For instance, the sick one is told to call, not a doctor, but the elders. And spiritual sickness is implied because the healing can involve the forgiveness of sins. In some respects, the steps needed to treat spiritual sickness are similar to those needed for physical ailments. When we are physically sick, we visit a doctor, explain our symptoms, and follow his directions. Likewise, when we are spiritually ailing, we should approach an elder, describe our situation, and act on the Scriptural counsel we receive.



[image: Collage: 1. A man explains a problem with his shoulder to a doctor. 2. A brother explains his situation to an elder as they sit on an outdoor bench.]

When we are physically sick, we visit a doctor; when we are spiritually ailing, we should approach the elders (See paragraph 4)







 5. How can we tell if we are in danger of becoming spiritually sick?


Your answer



5 The arrangement described in James chapter 5 encourages us to approach the elders when we feel that our spiritual health is suffering in any way. How wise it is, though, for us to receive help before we cause serious damage to our friendship with God! We must be honest with ourselves. The Scriptures warn that we can deceive ourselves about our spiritual condition. (Jas. 1:22) Some early Christians in Sardis made this mistake, and Jesus warned them about their spiritual state. (Rev. 3:1, 2) One way we can check our spiritual health is by comparing our enthusiasm for our worship now with how we felt in previous times. (Rev. 2:4, 5) We could ask ourselves: ‘Has my joy for Bible reading and meditation diminished? Has my meeting preparation and attendance become haphazard? Has my zeal for the ministry cooled? Do pleasures or possessions occupy more of my time and thinking?’ If the answer to any of these questions is yes, it could indicate a weakness that if not addressed will likely get worse. If we are unable to remedy the weakness on our own or if it has already led us to violate God’s standards, we should ask the elders for help.

 6. What should those who have committed a serious sin do?


Your answer



6 Of course, those who have committed a serious sin, one that could lead to a person’s being removed from the congregation, should approach an elder. (1 Cor. 5:11-13) Any who have succumbed to serious sin need help to repair their relationship with Jehovah. To gain Jehovah’s forgiveness through the ransom, we must display “works that befit repentance.” (Acts 26:20) Those works include approaching the elders if we have committed a serious sin.

 7. Who else needs the assistance of the elders?


Your answer



7 The elders not only assist those who have committed a serious sin but also help those who are spiritually weak. (Acts 20:35) For example, you might fear that you are losing your fight against wrong desires. Your struggle might be especially challenging if before you learned the truth you were addicted to drugs, were exposed to pornography, or led an immoral life. You need not face these challenges alone. You can choose to speak to an elder who will listen to your concerns, offer practical counsel, and assure you that you can please Jehovah by refusing to act on wrong desires. (Eccl. 4:12) If you have become discouraged in your struggle, the elders can remind you that this likely shows that you are taking your relationship with Jehovah seriously and are avoiding overconfidence.​—1 Cor. 10:12.

 8. In connection with what sort of sins do we not need to approach the elders?


Your answer



8 We do not need to go to the elders for every concern we may have about our spiritual health. For instance, suppose you say something hurtful to a brother or a sister, perhaps even lose your temper. Rather than approach an elder, you could apply Jesus’ counsel about making peace between you and your brother or sister. (Matt. 5:23, 24) You could research the subjects of mildness, patience, and self-control so that you can display those fine qualities more fully in the future. Of course, if you are still unable to solve your problem, you could ask an elder for assistance. In his letter to the Philippians, the apostle Paul asked an unnamed brother to help Euodia and Syntyche to resolve their differences, and an elder in your congregation may be able to aid you in the same way.​—Phil. 4:2, 3.

WHY SHOULD WE CALL THE ELDERS?

 9. Why should we not let shame stop us from calling the elders? (Proverbs 28:13)


Your answer



9 We need faith and courage to ask for help when we have committed a serious sin or when we feel that we are losing our fight against a personal weakness. We should not let shame hold us back from calling the elders. Why not? By following Jehovah’s arrangement, we show that we trust him and his instructions for keeping us healthy and strong in the faith. We acknowledge that we need his help if we are about to fall. (Ps. 94:18) And if we have sinned, we will receive God’s mercy if we confess and abandon our sins.​—Read Proverbs 28:13.

10. What can happen if we were to try to hide our sins?


Your answer



10 In contrast to the blessings we gain by speaking to an elder when we need help, we can make our situation worse if we try to hide our sins. When King David tried to cover up his sins, he suffered spiritually, emotionally, and even physically. (Ps. 32:3-5) Like a physical illness or injury, a spiritual problem often gets worse if we fail to take care of it. Jehovah understands this, so he invites us to “set matters straight” with him through the means he has set up for our spiritual healing.​—Isa. 1:5, 6, 18.

11. How could others be affected if we were to hide serious sins?


Your answer



11 If we were to hide our serious sin, we could affect others. We could hinder the flow of God’s spirit to the entire congregation and threaten the peace of our brothers and sisters. (Eph. 4:30) Likewise, if we learn that someone else in the congregation has committed a serious sin, we should urge that one to speak to the elders about the matter.* Hiding the serious sin of another person would make us guilty as well. (Lev. 5:1) Our love for Jehovah should move us to come forward and to speak the truth. We thus help to keep the congregation clean and to restore such erring ones to a good relationship with Jehovah.

HOW DO THE ELDERS HELP US?

12. How do the elders help those who are spiritually weak?


Your answer



12 The elders are instructed to support those who are spiritually weak. (1 Thess. 5:14) If you have erred, they may ask you discerning questions to ‘draw out’ your inner thoughts and feelings. (Prov. 20:5) You can help them by expressing yourself openly, even if you find this difficult to do because of your culture, your personality, or your embarrassment over the challenge you are facing. Do not be afraid that your words may seem like “wild talk.” (Job 6:3) Instead of quickly drawing a conclusion, the elders will strive to listen carefully and get the whole picture before offering you counsel. (Prov. 18:13) They realize that shepherding the flock takes time, so they do not expect to resolve challenging issues with one discussion.

13. How can the elders help us by means of their prayers and Scriptural guidance? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



13 When you call the elders, they will strive not to add to your sense of guilt. Rather, they will pray in your behalf. You might be pleasantly surprised at the “powerful effect” that their prayers can have. Their assistance also includes “applying oil to [you] in the name of Jehovah.” (Jas. 5:14-16) This “oil” refers to the truth of God’s Word. Through their skillful use of the Bible, the elders can soothe and comfort you, helping you to restore your relationship with Jehovah. (Isa. 57:18) The Scriptural guidance they share can strengthen your resolve to keep doing what is right. Through them, you can hear Jehovah’s voice telling you: “This is the way. Walk in it.”​—Isa. 30:21.



[image: Collage: 1. The doctor from the previous image assesses the man’s shoulder. An X-ray of the man’s shoulder is on the wall. 2. The elder from the previous image and another elder use the Bible to encourage the brother at his home. The brother joyfully listens to the elders.]

The elders use the Bible to soothe and comfort ailing ones (See paragraphs 13-14)







14. According to Galatians 6:1, how do the elders help any who have taken “a false step”? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



14 Read Galatians 6:1. A Christian who takes “a false step” is not walking in harmony with God’s righteous standards. The false step could refer to a mistake in judgment or a serious transgression of God’s law. Christian elders, moved by love, “try to readjust such a man in a spirit of mildness.” The Greek word translated “readjust” can also describe setting a dislocated bone back in place to prevent a permanent disability. Just as a skillful doctor endeavors to set a broken bone with as little pain as possible, the elders focus on healing our spiritual illness without adding to our pain. They are also instructed to “keep an eye on [themselves].” As they help us to straighten our path, elders recognize that they too are imperfect and prone to false steps. Far from showing a superior, self-righteous, or judgmental attitude, they strive to be empathetic.​—1 Pet. 3:8.

15. What might we do if we have a problem?


Your answer



15 We can trust our congregation elders. They have been trained to keep our confidential matters private, to base their counsel on the Bible rather than on their own opinions, and to follow through in helping us carry our burdens. (Prov. 11:13; Gal. 6:2) Their personalities and experience vary, but we can feel free to approach any elder to discuss a problem. Of course, we would not go from one elder to another, asking for advice, hoping to find one who will tell us what we want to hear. If we were to do that, we would be like those who would rather have “their ears tickled” than learn the “wholesome teaching” of God’s Word. (2 Tim. 4:3) When we approach an elder about a problem, he may ask us if we have talked with other elders about it and what counsel they gave. And modesty may move him to ask another elder for advice.​—Prov. 13:10.

OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY

16. What personal responsibility do we have?


Your answer



16 Although the elders keep watch over us as God’s sheep, they do not tell us what to do. We have a personal responsibility to live a life of godly devotion. We must answer to God for our own words and actions. With his support, we can meet the challenge of keeping our integrity. (Rom. 14:12) So rather than dictate a course of action to us, the elders direct attention to God’s thinking as found in his Word. By following their Bible-based counsel, we can train our own “powers of discernment” to make wise decisions.​—Heb. 5:14.

17. What should be our determination?


Your answer



17 What a precious privilege we have to be Jehovah’s sheep! Jehovah sent “the fine shepherd,” Jesus, to pay the ransom for us so that we could have the opportunity for everlasting life. (John 10:11) And by means of the elders in the Christian congregation, Jehovah has fulfilled his promise: “I will give you shepherds after my own heart, and they will feed you with knowledge and insight.” (Jer. 3:15) When we are spiritually weak or sick, we should not hesitate to call the elders for their help. May we be determined to benefit fully from Jehovah’s provision of the congregation elders.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  When should we “call the elders” for help?


Your answer





	  Why should we call the elders?


Your answer





	  How do the elders help us?


Your answer












SONG 31 Oh, Walk With God!



^  If the wrongdoer fails to do so after a reasonable period of time, your loyalty to Jehovah should move you to tell the elders what you know.






^ (Jas. 5:14) Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.*

See App. A5.


^  (Acts 20:28) Pay attention to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the holy spirit has appointed you overseers, to shepherd the congregation of God, which he purchased with the blood of his own Son.



^  (Isa. 32:1, 2) Look! A king will reign for righteousness, And princes will rule for justice.  2 And each one will be like a hiding place* from the wind, A place of concealment* from the rainstorm, Like streams of water in a waterless land, Like the shadow of a massive crag in a parched land.

Or “a shelter.”
Or “A refuge.”


^ (Ezek. 34:15, 16) “‘“I myself will feed my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down,” declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah. 16 “The lost one I will search for, the stray I will bring back, the injured I will bandage, and the weak I will strengthen; but the fat one and the strong one I will annihilate. I will feed that one with judgment.”



^  (Ezek. 34:15, 16) “‘“I myself will feed my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down,” declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah. 16 “The lost one I will search for, the stray I will bring back, the injured I will bandage, and the weak I will strengthen; but the fat one and the strong one I will annihilate. I will feed that one with judgment.”



^  (Eph. 4:11, 12) And he gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelizers, some as shepherds and teachers, 12 with a view to the readjustment of the holy ones, for ministerial work, to build up the body of the Christ,



^ (Jas. 5:14-16) Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.* 15 And the prayer of faith will make the sick one* well, and Jehovah* will raise him up. Also, if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.*

See App. A5.
Or possibly, “tired one.”
See App. A5.
Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”


^ (Jas. 5:19, 20) My brothers, if anyone among you is led astray from the truth and another turns him back, 20 know that whoever turns a sinner back from the error of his way will save him* from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

Or “his soul.”


^  (Jas. 5:14-16) Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.* 15 And the prayer of faith will make the sick one* well, and Jehovah* will raise him up. Also, if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.*

See App. A5.
Or possibly, “tired one.”
See App. A5.
Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”


^  (Jas. 5:19, 20) My brothers, if anyone among you is led astray from the truth and another turns him back, 20 know that whoever turns a sinner back from the error of his way will save him* from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

Or “his soul.”


^  (Jas. 5:1-20) Come, now, you rich men, weep and wail over the miseries that are coming upon you. 2 Your riches have rotted, and your clothing has become moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver have rusted away, and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh. What you have stored up will be like a fire in the last days. 4 Look! The wages you have withheld from the workers who harvested your fields keep crying out, and the cries for help of the reapers have reached the ears of Jehovah* of armies. 5 You have lived in luxury and for self-gratification on the earth. You have fattened your hearts on the day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned; you have murdered the righteous one. Is he not opposing you? 7 Be patient then, brothers, until the presence of the Lord. Look! The farmer keeps waiting for the precious fruit of the earth, exercising patience over it until the early rain and the late rain arrive. 8 You too exercise patience; make your hearts firm, because the presence of the Lord has drawn close. 9 Do not grumble* against one another, brothers, so that you do not get judged. Look! The Judge is standing before the doors. 10 Brothers, take as a pattern of the suffering of evil and the exercising of patience the prophets who spoke in the name of Jehovah.* 11 Look! We consider happy* those who have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah* gave, that Jehovah* is very tender in affection* and merciful. 12 Above all, my brothers, stop swearing, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath. But let your “Yes” mean yes and your “No,” no, so that you do not become liable to judgment. 13 Is there anyone suffering hardship among you? Let him carry on prayer. Is there anyone in good spirits? Let him sing psalms. 14 Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.* 15 And the prayer of faith will make the sick one* well, and Jehovah* will raise him up. Also, if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.* 17 E·liʹjah was a man with feelings like ours, and yet when he prayed earnestly for it not to rain, it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. 18 Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the land produced fruit. 19 My brothers, if anyone among you is led astray from the truth and another turns him back, 20 know that whoever turns a sinner back from the error of his way will save him* from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

See App. A5.
Or “groan; complain.” Lit., “heave sighs.”
See App. A5.
Or “blessed.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “very compassionate.”
See App. A5.
Or possibly, “tired one.”
See App. A5.
Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”
Or “his soul.”


^  (Jas. 1:22) However, become doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves with false reasoning.



^  (Rev. 3:1, 2) “To the angel of the congregation in Sarʹdis write: These are the things that he says who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars: ‘I know your deeds, that you have the name* that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Become watchful, and strengthen the things remaining that were ready to die, for I have not found your works fully performed* before my God.

Or “reputation.”
Or “complete.”


^  (Rev. 2:4, 5) Nevertheless, I hold this against you, that you have left the love you had at first. 5 “‘Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first. If you do not, I will come to you, and I will remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.



^  (1 Cor. 5:11-13) But now I am writing you to stop keeping company with anyone called a brother who is sexually immoral or a greedy person or an idolater or a reviler or a drunkard or an extortioner, not even eating with such a man. 12 For what do I have to do with judging those outside? Do you not judge those inside, 13 while God judges those outside? “Remove the wicked person from among yourselves.”



^  (Acts 26:20) but to those in Damascus first and then to those in Jerusalem, and over all the country of Ju·deʹa, and also to the nations, I was bringing the message that they should repent and turn to God by doing works that befit repentance.



^  (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^  (Eccl. 4:12) And someone may overpower one alone, but two together can take a stand against him. And a threefold cord cannot quickly* be torn apart.

Or “easily.”


^  (1 Cor. 10:12) So let the one who thinks he is standing beware that he does not fall.



^  (Matt. 5:23, 24) “If, then, you are bringing your gift to the altar and there you remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar, and go away. First make your peace with your brother, and then come back and offer your gift.



^  (Phil. 4:2, 3) I urge Eu·oʹdi·a and I urge Synʹty·che to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, I request you also, as a true fellow worker, to keep assisting these women who have striven side by side with me for the good news, along with Clement as well as the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.



^ (Prov. 28:13) The one covering over his transgressions will not succeed, But whoever confesses and abandons them will be shown mercy.



^  (Ps. 94:18) When I said: “My foot is slipping,” Your loyal love, O Jehovah, kept supporting me.



^  (Prov. 28:13) The one covering over his transgressions will not succeed, But whoever confesses and abandons them will be shown mercy.



^  (Ps. 32:3-5) When I kept silent, my bones wasted away because of my groaning all day long.  4 For day and night your hand* was heavy upon me. My strength evaporated* like water in the dry summer heat. (Selah)  5 Finally I confessed my sin to you; I did not cover my error. I said: “I will confess my transgressions to Jehovah.” And you pardoned the error of my sins. (Selah)

Or “displeasure.”
Or “My life’s moisture changed.”


^  (Isa. 1:5, 6) Where will you be struck next as you add to your rebellion? The whole head is sick, And the whole heart is diseased.  6 From the sole of the foot to the head, nothing is healthy. There are wounds and bruises and open sores —They have not been treated* or bound up or softened with oil.

Lit., “pressed out.”


^  (Isa. 1:18) “Come, now, and let us set matters straight between us,” says Jehovah. “Though your sins are like scarlet, They will be made as white as snow; Though they are as red as crimson cloth, They will become like wool.



^  (Eph. 4:30) Also, do not be grieving God’s holy spirit, with which you have been sealed for a day of releasing by ransom.



^  (Lev. 5:1) “‘If someone* sins because he has heard a public call to testify* and he is a witness or has seen or learned about it and he does not report it, then he will answer for his error.

Or “a soul.”
Lit., “a voice of a curse (oath).” Probably an announcement regarding a wrong­doing that included a curse pronounced against the wrongdoer or against the witness in case he failed to testify.


^  (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.



^  (Prov. 20:5) The thoughts* of a man’s heart are like deep waters, But the discerning man draws them out.

Or “intentions.” Lit., “counsel.”


^  (Job 6:3) For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*

Or “rash, reckless speech.”


^  (Prov. 18:13) When anyone replies to a matter before he hears the facts, It is foolish and humiliating.



^  (Jas. 5:14-16) Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.* 15 And the prayer of faith will make the sick one* well, and Jehovah* will raise him up. Also, if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.*

See App. A5.
Or possibly, “tired one.”
See App. A5.
Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”


^  (Isa. 57:18) I have seen his ways, But I will heal him and lead him And restore* comfort to him and to his mourning ones.”

Or “make compensation with.”


^  (Isa. 30:21) And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^ (Gal. 6:1) Brothers, even if a man takes a false step before he is aware of it, you who have spiritual qualifications try to readjust such a man in a spirit of mildness. But keep an eye on yourself, for fear you too may be tempted.



^  (Gal. 6:1) Brothers, even if a man takes a false step before he is aware of it, you who have spiritual qualifications try to readjust such a man in a spirit of mildness. But keep an eye on yourself, for fear you too may be tempted.



^  (1 Pet. 3:8) Finally, all of you have unity of mind,* fellow feeling, brotherly affection, tender compassion, and humility.

Or “think in agreement.”


^  (Prov. 11:13) A slanderer goes about revealing confidential talk, But the trustworthy person* keeps a confidence.*

Lit., “the one faithful in spirit.”
Lit., “covers over a matter.”


^  (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.



^  (2 Tim. 4:3) For there will be a period of time when they will not put up with the wholesome teaching, but according to their own desires, they will surround themselves with teachers to have their ears tickled.



^  (Prov. 13:10) Presumptuousness leads only to strife, But wisdom belongs to those who seek advice.*

Or “those consulting together.”


^  (Rom. 14:12) So, then, each of us will render an account for himself to God.



^  (Heb. 5:14) But solid food belongs to mature people, to those who through use have their powers of discernment trained to distinguish both right and wrong.



^  (John 10:11) I am the fine shepherd; the fine shepherd surrenders his life in behalf of the sheep.



^  (Jer. 3:15) And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, and they will feed you with knowledge and insight.









STUDY ARTICLE 37




SONG 114 “Exercise Patience”



The Best Way to Respond to Injustice



“He kept hoping for justice, but look! there was injustice.”​—ISA. 5:7.




FOCUS

How Jesus’ example helps us respond to injustice in a way that pleases Jehovah.




1-2. How do many people react to injustice, and what might we wonder about?


Your answer



WE LIVE in an unjust world. People are treated unfairly for many reasons, such as their economic status, gender, ethnicity, or race. They suffer the effects of environmental problems caused or worsened by greedy executives and corrupt officials. These and other injustices affect us all, either directly or indirectly.

2 It is not surprising that many are angry about the injustice they see in the world today. We all want to live in a world where we feel safe and are treated fairly. Some get involved in social reform efforts. They sign petitions, join protests, and support political leaders who promise to fight injustice. However, as Christians, we are taught to be “no part of the world” and to wait on God’s Kingdom to eliminate all injustice. (John 17:16) Still, we cannot help but be dismayed​—even angry—​when we see someone being treated unfairly. We may wonder: ‘How should I respond? Is there anything I can do about injustice right now?’ To answer these questions, let us begin by considering how Jehovah and Jesus feel about injustice.

JEHOVAH AND JESUS HATE INJUSTICE

 3. Why is it understandable for us to feel angry about injustice? (Isaiah 5:7)


Your answer



3 The Bible gives us the reason why it is understandable for us to be disturbed by injustice. It explains that Jehovah created us in his image and that he “loves righteousness and justice.” (Ps. 33:5; Gen. 1:26) He never acts unjustly, and he does not want anyone else to act that way! (Deut. 32:3, 4; Mic. 6:8; Zech. 7:9) For example, during the time of the prophet Isaiah, Jehovah heard “a cry of distress” from many Israelites who were being mistreated by their countrymen. (Read Isaiah 5:7.) Jehovah took action by punishing those who repeatedly ignored his Law and treated others unfairly.​—Isa. 5:5, 13.

 4. What does an event found in the Gospels reveal about how Jesus views injustice? (See also picture.)


Your answer



4 Like Jehovah, Jesus loves justice and hates injustice. On one occasion during his earthly ministry, he saw a man with a disability​—a withered hand. Jesus was moved to help him, but the coldhearted religious leaders felt very differently. They were more concerned with enforcing their rigid interpretation of the Sabbath law than with helping the disadvantaged man. How did Jesus feel about their reaction? He was “thoroughly grieved at the insensibility of their hearts.”​—Mark 3:1-6.



[image: Jesus in a synagogue, speaking to Jewish religious leaders about the man with a withered hand whom he is about to heal. The religious leaders look at Jesus with contempt.]

Jewish religious leaders did not have empathy for those in need, but Jesus did (See paragraph 4)







 5. What must we remember about the anger we may feel regarding an injustice?


Your answer



5 Given that both Jehovah and Jesus are angered by injustice, it is not wrong for us to feel that way too. (Eph. 4:26 and study note “Be wrathful”) Yet, we must remember that any anger we feel​—even if it is justified—​will not fix injustice. In fact, prolonged or uncontrolled anger may harm us emotionally and physically. (Ps. 37:1, 8; Jas. 1:20) So how should we deal with injustice? We can learn from Jesus’ example.

HOW JESUS DEALT WITH INJUSTICE

 6. What injustices were common when Jesus was on earth? (See also picture.)


Your answer



6 Jesus saw great injustice when he was on earth. He witnessed how the common people were oppressed by the religious leaders. (Matt. 23:2-4) He was aware of how harshly the Roman authorities treated the people. Many Jews longed for independence from Rome. Some, such as the Zealots, were willing to fight for it. Yet, Jesus did not initiate or support movements for social change. When he learned that people were planning to make him king, Jesus separated himself from them.​—John 6:15.



[image: Jesus walking alone up a mountain path. A large group of people are gathered at the base of the mountain.]

Jesus separated himself from the people when they wanted to involve him in political issues of the time (See paragraph 6)







7-8. Why did Jesus not try to eliminate injustice when he was on earth? (John 18:36)


Your answer



7 When he was on earth, Jesus did not try to work with the political systems of the day in order to eliminate injustice. Why not? He knew that humans have neither the right nor the ability to govern themselves. (Ps. 146:3; Jer. 10:23) They are also incapable of addressing the root causes of injustice. The world is ruled by Satan the Devil, a murderous spirit creature who uses his authority to incite injustice. (John 8:44; Eph. 2:2) And imperfection makes it impossible for even the most well-meaning humans to act fairly at all times.​—Eccl. 7:20.

8 Jesus knew that only God’s Kingdom will fully address the root causes of injustice. For that reason, he spent his time and energy on “preaching and declaring the good news of the Kingdom of God.” (Luke 8:1) He assured “those hungering and thirsting for righteousness” that the end of corruption and injustice would come. (Matt. 5:6 and study note; Luke 18:7, 8) However, this will be achieved, not through social reform, but through the rulership of God’s heavenly government, which is “no part of this world.”​—Read John 18:36.

IMITATE JESUS WHEN DEALING WITH INJUSTICE

 9. What convinces you that only God’s Kingdom will eliminate all injustice?


Your answer



9 Today we see even more injustice than Jesus saw when he was on earth. But the source of injustice in these “last days” continues to be Satan and the imperfect people under his influence. (2 Tim. 3:1-5, 13; Rev. 12:12) Like Jesus, we know that only God’s Kingdom will eliminate the root causes of injustice. Because we fully support that Kingdom, we refuse to get involved with this world’s marches, protests, and other efforts to curb injustice. Consider the experience of a sister named Stacy.* Before she learned the truth, Stacy regularly joined in efforts to promote social reform. But she began to have doubts about what she was doing. She says: “When I was at protests, I would question whether I was on the correct side. Now that I support God’s Kingdom, I know that I’m on the right side. I know that Jehovah will fight for every victim of oppression better than I ever could.”​—Ps. 72:1, 4.

10. In what way are social reform movements out of harmony with Jesus’ counsel found at Matthew 5:43-48? (See also picture.)


Your answer



10 The social reform movements of this world are often marked by an independent and bitter spirit that is at odds with Jesus’ example and teachings. (Eph. 4:31) A brother named Jeffrey observes: “I know that seemingly peaceful protests can in a matter of seconds turn into violence and looting.” However, Jesus teaches us to treat all people with love, even those who disagree with us or persecute us. (Read Matthew 5:43-48.) As Christians, we do our best to avoid anything that is out of harmony with the pattern that Jesus set for us.



[image: A sister calmly looking ahead as she walks past a group of protesters on a busy city street.]

It takes determination to remain neutral with regard to the political and social issues of our time (See paragraph 10)







11. What can test our determination not to support social reform movements?


Your answer



11 Although we know that God’s Kingdom will permanently solve injustice, we could find it hard to imitate Jesus when we are treated unfairly. Consider what happened to Janiya, who experienced discrimination. She admits: “I was furious. I also felt hurt and wanted the injustice to be avenged. Then I thought about supporting a movement protesting racism and discrimination. I felt that doing so was a safe way to express my anger.” In time, however, Janiya realized that she needed to make changes. “I was allowing others to sway my thinking,” she says, “to influence me to place my trust in man instead of in Jehovah. I decided to cut off all association with the movement.” We must be careful not to allow any righteous anger we feel to cause us to compromise our neutral stand regarding this world’s political and social issues.​—John 15:19.

12. Why is it wise to be selective regarding the information we take in?


Your answer



12 What can help us to control our feelings of anger over an injustice? Many have found it helpful to be selective in what they read, listen to, and watch. Some forms of social media are full of posts that sensationalize injustices and that promote social reform movements. Often, news agencies report information in a biased way. Even if we hear a report about a valid injustice, will dwelling on it really help us? If we spend a lot of time consuming such information, we may become needlessly frustrated or discouraged. (Prov. 24:10) Even worse, we could lose sight of the ultimate solution to all injustice​—God’s Kingdom.

13. How can a good routine of Bible reading help us to maintain the right attitude about injustice?


Your answer



13 A good routine of Bible reading and meditation can help us to deal with injustice. A sister named Alia was deeply disturbed by the way people in her community were being mistreated. It seemed that those responsible for the mistreatment were not being held accountable. She says: “I had to sit down and ask myself, ‘Do I actually believe that Jehovah will fix these problems?’ It was during that time that I read Job 34:22-29. Those verses reminded me that no one can hide from Jehovah. Only he has a perfect sense of justice, and only he will fully correct matters.” Still, as we wait for God’s Kingdom to bring true justice, we need to deal with injustice now. How?

WHAT WE CAN DO ABOUT INJUSTICE NOW

14. What can we do to avoid contributing to this world’s injustices? (Colossians 3:10, 11)


Your answer



14 We may not be able to control the unjust actions of others, but we can control our own actions. As previously discussed, we imitate Jesus by showing love. Such love can move us to treat others​—even perpetrators of injustice—​with respect. (Matt. 7:12; Rom. 12:17) Jehovah is pleased when we treat everyone kindly and fairly.​—Read Colossians 3:10, 11.

15. What effect does our sharing Bible truth have on present injustice?


Your answer



15 The most important way we can respond to injustice is by sharing Bible truths with others. Why do we say that? Because “the knowledge of Jehovah” can transform a person who was formerly aggressive and violent into a kind, peace-loving individual. (Isa. 11:6, 7, 9) Before learning the truth, a man named Jemal joined a rebel group to fight a political regime that he felt was oppressive. He says: “You can’t change people by force. I was not changed by force, but I was changed by Bible truth that I was learning.” What Jemal learned motivated him to stop fighting. The more people there are who are transformed by Bible truth, the fewer people there will be who add to present injustice.

16. Why are you motivated to share the Kingdom hope?


Your answer



16 Like Jesus, we are eager to tell people that God’s Kingdom offers the only permanent solution to injustice. That hope can encourage those who have been mistreated. (Jer. 29:11) Stacy, quoted earlier, explains: “Learning the truth has helped me to cope with the injustices that I have seen and experienced. Jehovah uses the Bible’s message to provide comfort.” To share the Bible’s comforting message about the solution to injustice, you need to be well-prepared. The more convinced you become of the truthfulness of the Scriptural thoughts considered in this article, the better equipped you will be to discuss this topic with tact if it comes up at school or at work.*

17. How does Jehovah help us to cope with present injustice?


Your answer



17 We know that we will face injustice as long as Satan remains “the ruler of this world.” But we are neither helpless nor hopeless as we await his being “cast out.” (John 12:31) Through the Scriptures, Jehovah reveals not only why there is so much injustice but also how he feels about the distress that it causes us. (Ps. 34:17-19) By means of his Son, Jehovah teaches us how we should respond to present injustice and how his Kingdom will soon eliminate injustice once and for all. (2 Pet. 3:13) May we continue to preach the good news of that Kingdom with zeal, eagerly looking forward to the time when the earth will be filled with “justice and righteousness.”​—Isa. 9:7.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  Why does injustice disturb us so much?


Your answer





	  Why do we not support human efforts to fight injustice?


Your answer





	  What can we do when dealing with injustice?


Your answer












SONG 158 “It Will Not Be Late!”



^  Some names have been changed.


^  See also appendix A points 24-27 in the brochure Love People​—Make Disciples.






^ (Isa. 5:7) For the vineyard of Jehovah of armies is the house of Israel; The men of Judah are the plantation* he was fond of. He kept hoping for justice, But look! there was injustice; For righteousness, But look! a cry of distress.”

Or “planting.”


^  (John 17:16) They are no part of the world, just as I am no part of the world.



^ (Isa. 5:7) For the vineyard of Jehovah of armies is the house of Israel; The men of Judah are the plantation* he was fond of. He kept hoping for justice, But look! there was injustice; For righteousness, But look! a cry of distress.”

Or “planting.”


^  (Ps. 33:5) He loves righteousness and justice. The earth is filled with Jehovah’s loyal love.



^  (Gen. 1:26) Then God said: “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and the domestic animals and all the earth and every creeping animal that is moving on the earth.”



^  (Deut. 32:3, 4) For I will declare the name of Jehovah. Tell about the greatness of our God!  4 The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^  (Mic. 6:8) He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”


^  (Zech. 7:9) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Judge with true justice, and deal with one another in loyal love and mercy.



^  (Isa. 5:7) For the vineyard of Jehovah of armies is the house of Israel; The men of Judah are the plantation* he was fond of. He kept hoping for justice, But look! there was injustice; For righteousness, But look! a cry of distress.”

Or “planting.”


^  (Isa. 5:5) Now, please, let me tell you What I will do to my vineyard: I will remove its hedge, And it will be burned down. I will break down its stone wall, And it will be trampled on.



^  (Isa. 5:13) So my people will go into exile For lack of knowledge; Their glorious men will go hungry, And all their people will be parched with thirst.



^  (Mark 3:1-6) Once again he entered into a synagogue, and a man with a withered* hand was there. 2 So they were watching him closely to see whether he would cure the man on the Sabbath, in order to accuse him. 3 He said to the man with the withered* hand: “Get up and come to the center.” 4 Next he said to them: “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save a life or to kill?” But they kept silent. 5 After looking around at them with indignation, being thoroughly grieved at the insensibility of their hearts, he said to the man: “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 At that the Pharisees went out and immediately began holding council with the party followers of Herod against him, in order to kill him.

Or “paralyzed.” Lit., “dried-up.”
Or “paralyzed.” Lit., “dried-up.”


^  (Eph. 4:26) Be wrathful, but do not sin; do not let the sun set while you are still angry;



^  (Ps. 37:1) Do not be upset* because of evil men Or envious of wrongdoers.

Or “show yourself heated up.”


^  (Ps. 37:8) Let go of anger and abandon rage; Do not become upset and turn to doing evil.*

Or possibly, “Do not become upset, for it can only lead to harm.”


^  (Jas. 1:20) for man’s anger does not bring about God’s righteousness.



^  (Matt. 23:2-4) “The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the seat of Moses. 3 Therefore, all the things they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds, for they say but they do not practice what they say. 4 They bind up heavy loads and put them on the shoulders of men, but they themselves are not willing to budge them with their finger.



^  (John 6:15) Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone.



^ (John 18:36) Jesus answered: “My Kingdom is no part of this world. If my Kingdom were part of this world, my attendants would have fought that I should not be handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my Kingdom is not from this source.”



^  (Ps. 146:3) Do not put your trust in princes* Nor in a son of man, who cannot bring salvation.

Or “nobles.”


^  (Jer. 10:23) I well know, O Jehovah, that man’s way does not belong to him. It does not belong to man who is walking even to direct his step.



^  (John 8:44) You are from your father the Devil, and you wish to do the desires of your father. That one was a murderer when he began, and he did not stand fast in the truth, because truth is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks according to his own disposition, because he is a liar and the father of the lie.



^  (Eph. 2:2) in which you at one time walked according to the system of things* of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.

Or “the course; the ways; the customs.”


^  (Eccl. 7:20) For there is no righteous man on earth who always does good and never sins.



^  (Luke 8:1) Shortly afterward he traveled from city to city and from village to village, preaching and declaring the good news of the Kingdom of God. And the Twelve were with him,



^  (Matt. 5:6) “Happy are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since they will be filled.*

Or “satisfied.”


^  (Luke 18:7, 8) Certainly, then, will not God cause justice to be done for his chosen ones who cry out to him day and night, while he is patient toward them? 8 I tell you, he will cause justice to be done to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of man arrives, will he really find this faith on the earth?”



^  (John 18:36) Jesus answered: “My Kingdom is no part of this world. If my Kingdom were part of this world, my attendants would have fought that I should not be handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my Kingdom is not from this source.”



^  (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^  (2 Tim. 3:13) But wicked men and impostors will advance from bad to worse, misleading and being misled.



^  (Rev. 12:12) On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”



^  (Ps. 72:1) O God, give your judgments to the king, And endow the son of the king with your righteousness.



^  (Ps. 72:4) Let him defend* the lowly among the people, Let him save the sons of the poor, And let him crush the defrauder.

Lit., “judge.”


^ (Matt. 5:43-48) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may prove yourselves sons of your Father who is in the heavens, since he makes his sun rise on both the wicked and the good and makes it rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those loving you, what reward do you have? Are not also the tax collectors doing the same thing? 47 And if you greet your brothers only, what extraordinary thing are you doing? Are not also the people of the nations doing the same thing? 48 You must accordingly be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.



^  (Eph. 4:31) Put away from yourselves every kind of malicious bitterness, anger, wrath, screaming, and abusive speech, as well as everything injurious.



^  (Matt. 5:43-48) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may prove yourselves sons of your Father who is in the heavens, since he makes his sun rise on both the wicked and the good and makes it rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those loving you, what reward do you have? Are not also the tax collectors doing the same thing? 47 And if you greet your brothers only, what extraordinary thing are you doing? Are not also the people of the nations doing the same thing? 48 You must accordingly be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.



^  (John 15:19) If you were part of the world, the world would be fond of what is its own. Now because you are no part of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you.



^  (Prov. 24:10) If you become discouraged in the day of distress,* Your strength will be meager.

Or “in times of trouble.”


^  (Job 34:22-29) There is no darkness or deep shadow Where wrongdoers can conceal themselves. 23 For God has not set an appointed time for any man To appear before him in judgment. 24 He breaks the powerful without needing to investigate And sets up others in their place. 25 For he knows what they are doing; He overthrows them during the night, and they are crushed. 26 He strikes them for their wickedness, In a place where all can see, 27 Because they have turned away from following him And have no regard for any of his ways; 28 They cause the poor to cry out to him, So that he hears the outcry of the helpless. 29 When God remains silent, who can condemn him? When he hides his face, who can see him? Whether toward a nation or a man, the result is the same,



^ (Col. 3:10, 11) and clothe yourselves with the new personality, which through* accurate knowledge is being made new according to the image of the One who created it, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, foreigner, Scythʹi·an, slave, or freeman; but Christ is all things and in all.

Or “in.”


^  (Matt. 7:12) “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean.



^  (Rom. 12:17) Return evil for evil to no one. Take into consideration what is fine from the viewpoint of all men.



^  (Col. 3:10, 11) and clothe yourselves with the new personality, which through* accurate knowledge is being made new according to the image of the One who created it, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, foreigner, Scythʹi·an, slave, or freeman; but Christ is all things and in all.

Or “in.”


^  (Isa. 11:6, 7) The wolf will reside for a while with the lamb, And with the young goat the leopard will lie down, And the calf and the lion* and the fattened animal will all be together;* And a little boy will lead them.  7 The cow and the bear will feed together, And their young will lie down together. The lion will eat straw like the bull.

Or “the maned young lion.”
Or possibly, “And the calf and the lion will feed together.”


^  (Isa. 11:9) They will not cause any harm Or any ruin in all my holy mountain, Because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea.



^  (Jer. 29:11) “‘For I well know the thoughts that I am thinking toward you,’ declares Jehovah, ‘thoughts of peace, and not of calamity, to give you a future and a hope.



^  (John 12:31) Now there is a judging of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.



^  (Ps. 34:17-19) They cried out, and Jehovah heard; He rescued them from all their distresses. 18 Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those who are crushed in spirit.* 19 Many are the hardships* of the righteous one, But Jehovah rescues him from them all.

Or “are discouraged.”
Or “calamities.”


^  (2 Pet. 3:13) But there are new heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting according to his promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.



^  (Isa. 9:7) To the increase of his rulership* And to peace, there will be no end, On the throne of David and on his kingdom In order to establish it firmly and to sustain it Through justice and righteousness, From now on and forever. The zeal of Jehovah of armies will do this.

Or “government; princely rule.”








STUDY ARTICLE 38




SONG 120 Imitate Christ’s Mildness



Show Respect for Others



“To be respected is better than silver and gold.”​—PROV. 22:1.




FOCUS

Learn why we need to show respect for others and how we can do so under difficult circumstances.




 1. Why do humans appreciate being shown respect? (Proverbs 22:1)


Your answer



DO YOU appreciate it when people show you respect? No doubt you do. Respect is a basic human need. We thrive when we receive it. No wonder the Bible says that “to be respected is better than silver and gold”!​—Read Proverbs 22:1.

2-3. What are some situations in which we ought to show respect for others?


Your answer



2 We may not always find it easy to show respect for others. For one thing, we cannot help but see the flaws of those around us. Also, we live at a time when it is common for people to be disrespectful. But we must be different. Why? Because Jehovah wants us to honor, or show respect for, “men of all sorts.”​—1 Pet. 2:17.

3 We can benefit from discussing what it means to respect others and how we can show it to (1) family members, (2) fellow worshippers, and (3) those outside the congregation. We will focus on how we can show respect under difficult circumstances.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO RESPECT OTHERS?

 4. What does it mean to respect others?


Your answer



4 How would you define respect? In some languages, the words “respect” and “honor” are related. How? “Respect” refers primarily to how we view a person. When we respect others, we view them as worthy of our attention and consideration, perhaps because of their qualities, their achievements, or their position. “Honor,” though, refers to how we treat a person. When we honor others, we treat them in ways that make them feel valued, appreciated, and dignified. Of course, for honor to be genuine, it must come from the heart.​—Matt. 15:8.

 5. What can help us to show respect for others?


Your answer



5 Jehovah wants us to show respect for others; in fact, he requires it in connection with “the superior authorities.” (Rom. 13:1, 7) But some may say, “I am happy to show people respect, as long as they have earned it.” Is that reasoning sound? As servants of Jehovah, we realize that any respect we have for humans is not based solely on their actions. It is based on something deeper​—our love for Jehovah and our desire to please him.​—Josh. 4:14; 1 Pet. 3:15.

 6. Is it possible to show respect for someone who does not respect you? Explain. (See also picture.)


Your answer



6 Some may wonder, ‘Is it really possible to show respect for someone who does not treat you with respect?’ Yes. Consider some examples. King Saul humiliated his son Jonathan in front of others. (1 Sam. 20:30-34) Still, Jonathan respectfully supported his father in battle until the day Saul died. (Ex. 20:12; 2 Sam. 1:23) High Priest Eli accused Hannah of being drunk. (1 Sam. 1:12-14) Nonetheless, Hannah spoke respectfully to Eli, even though his failures both as a father and as a high priest were widely known in Israel. (1 Sam. 1:15-18; 2:22-24) And men of Athens insulted the apostle Paul, calling him a “chatterer.” (Acts 17:18) Despite this, Paul spoke respectfully to them. (Acts 17:22) It should be evident that deep love for Jehovah and a healthy fear of displeasing him can move us to show respect for others not only when it is easy but also when it is difficult. Let us discuss who deserves our respect and why.



[image: Jonathan, Saul, and Israelite soldiers fighting with their swords, spears, and shields on a battlefield.]

Though his father humiliated him, Jonathan continued to defend and support his father as king (See paragraph 6)







SHOW RESPECT FOR FAMILY MEMBERS

 7. What may make it difficult for us to treat family members with respect?


Your answer



7 The challenge. We spend a lot of time with our family. As a result, we know both their strengths and their weaknesses. Some may have an illness that makes it difficult for us to care for them, or they may suffer from excessive anxiety. Others may even speak and act in ways that hurt us. Instead of trying to make their home a place of rest and peace, some create turmoil by treating family members with a lack of respect. Consequently, there is no harmony. Like arthritis that prevents body parts from working together smoothly, disrespect keeps family members from working unitedly. But unlike arthritis, which we ourselves cannot completely remedy, we can stop disrespect from crippling our family relationships.

 8. Why is it important to show respect for family members? (1 Timothy 5:4, 8)


Your answer



8 Why show respect? (Read 1 Timothy 5:4, 8.) In his first letter to Timothy, Paul discussed how family members should care for one another’s needs. He explained that our primary motive for honoring those of our household in this way should be, not out of mere duty, but out of “godly devotion.” This term refers to loyal worship and service to God. Jehovah established the family arrangement. (Eph. 3:14, 15) So when we honor a family member, we actually honor Jehovah, the Originator of the family. (See study notes on 1 Timothy 5:4.) What a powerful reason to show respect for family members!

 9. How can a husband and a wife show respect for each other? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



9 How to show respect. A husband who honors his wife shows both in private and in public that she is precious to him. (Prov. 31:28; 1 Pet. 3:7) He never strikes her, humiliates her, or makes her feel worthless. Ariel,* who lives in Argentina, says: “Because of my wife’s illness, she at times says things that hurt me. When this happens, I remind myself that her words do not reflect her true feelings. In tense moments, I recall 1 Corinthians 13:5, which motivates me to communicate in a respectful way rather than in a demeaning way.” (Prov. 19:11) A wife honors her husband by speaking well of him to others. (Eph. 5:33) She avoids sarcasm, mocking, and name-calling; she realizes that such conduct is the rust that corrodes a marriage. (Prov. 14:1) A sister in Italy whose husband struggles with anxiety says: “At times, I feel that my husband’s concerns are exaggerated. In the past, my words and facial expressions revealed a lack of respect for him. But I find that the more I associate with people who talk about others respectfully, the more I am moved to show respect for my husband.”



[image: Collage: A married couple treating each other with respect. 1. The husband speaks kindly to his wife as they prepare food in the kitchen. 2. The wife praises her husband to their guests while he serves food to an older brother.]

When we show respect for our family members, we honor our family Head, Jehovah (See paragraph 9)







10. How can young people show that they respect their parents?


Your answer



10 Young people, obey the family rules that your parents set for you. (Eph. 6:1-3) Speak respectfully to your parents. (Ex. 21:17) As they get older, your parents may need more of your attention. Do your best to care for them. Consider the example of María, whose father is not one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. When her father fell ill, he made it difficult for María to care for him. She recalls: “I prayed not only to have respect for my father but also to be able to show it. I reasoned that if Jehovah asks me to honor my parents, then logically he can give me the strength to do so. In time, I came to realize that my father does not have to change his conduct in order for me to treat him with respect.” When we honor our family members despite their failings, we prove that we respect Jehovah’s arrangement.

SHOW RESPECT FOR FELLOW WORSHIPPERS

11. Why may it be difficult to treat fellow worshippers with respect?


Your answer



11 The challenge. Fellow believers live by Bible standards; yet, at times some may treat us unkindly, judge us unfairly, or irritate us. If a fellow worshipper gives us “a cause for complaint,” we may struggle to continue treating him with respect. (Col. 3:13) What can help us to cope?

12. Why is it important to show respect for fellow believers? (2 Peter 2:9-12)


Your answer



12 Why show respect? (Read 2 Peter 2:9-12.) In his second inspired letter, Peter mentioned that some in the first-century Christian congregation were speaking disrespectfully about “glorious ones,” that is, Christian elders. How did the faithful angels who saw what was happening react? “Out of respect for Jehovah,” they did not utter a single abusive word against the wrongdoers. Imagine that! The perfect angels refused to speak harshly about those arrogant men. Instead, they left it to Jehovah to judge and rebuke them. (Rom. 14:10-12; compare Jude 9.) We can take a lesson from the angels. If we should not treat opposers with disrespect, how much more so should we avoid treating fellow believers with disrespect. On the contrary, we should “take the lead” in honoring them. (Rom. 12:10) Doing so shows that we respect Jehovah.

13-14. How can we show respect for those in the congregation? Give examples. (See also pictures.)


Your answer



13 How to show respect. Elders, endeavor to instruct others on the basis of love. (Philem. 8, 9) If you need to counsel someone, do so kindly and not when you are frustrated. Sisters, you can do much to create and to protect the atmosphere of respect in the congregation by refusing to engage in negative gossip or slander. (Titus 2:3-5) All of us can show that we respect congregation elders by cooperating with them and by expressing gratitude for the hard work they do to conduct meetings, to direct the preaching work, and to help those who have taken “a false step.”​—Gal. 6:1; 1 Tim. 5:17.

14 A sister named Rocío found it difficult to respect an elder who gave her advice. “I felt that he had been hard on me,” she says. “At home, I spoke negatively about him. Although I tried not to show it, inwardly I doubted his motives and dismissed his advice.” What helped Rocío? She explains: “In my Bible reading, I came across 1 Thessalonians 5:12, 13. When I realized that I was not showing respect for this brother, my conscience began to bother me. I prayed to Jehovah and did research in our publications to find specific information that could help me adjust my attitude. I eventually realized that the problem was, not the brother, but my pride. I now understand that there is a relationship between my humility and my ability to respect others. I still need to improve, but as I strive to show respect, I feel at peace with Jehovah.”



[image: Collage: An older sister reading her Bible and thinking about different ways that the elders work hard. 1. An elder gives a talk at a congregation meeting. 2. He assists a brother in a wheelchair. 3. He shovels snow outside the Kingdom Hall.]

All of us can show that we respect congregation elders by cooperating with them and expressing gratitude for the hard work they do (See paragraphs 13-14)







SHOW RESPECT FOR THOSE OUTSIDE THE CONGREGATION

15. Why may we struggle to show respect for those who are not in the congregation?


Your answer



15 The challenge. We often meet people in the ministry who appear to have no love for Bible truth. (Eph. 4:18) Some choose to remain ignorant because of their upbringing. We may have to contend with employers or schoolteachers who are hard to please and coworkers or schoolmates who are hard to deal with. Over time, our respect for such ones could decrease and we may fail to treat them as we would like to be treated.

16. Why is it important to show respect for those who are not yet serving Jehovah? (1 Peter 2:12; 3:15)


Your answer



16 Why show respect? Remember that Jehovah pays attention to how we treat unbelievers. The apostle Peter reminded Christians that their fine conduct might move some to “glorify God.” For that reason, he admonished them to make a defense of their faith “with a mild temper and deep respect.” (Read 1 Peter 2:12; 3:15.) Whether standing trial for their faith or defending their beliefs while in conversation with a neighbor, Christians were to treat unbelievers just as they would if they were in the presence of God. After all, Jehovah is watching and listening to what we say and how we say it. What a powerful reason to treat those outside the congregation with respect!

17. How can we show respect for those outside the congregation?


Your answer



17 How to show respect. While in the ministry, we never want to give the impression that we look down on those who have little or no Bible knowledge. Instead, we want to consider others as both precious to God and superior to us. (Hag. 2:7; Phil. 2:3) If someone insults you for your beliefs, resist the urge to retaliate, such as by using witty but sarcastic speech. (1 Pet. 2:23) If you do say something you regret, apologize immediately. How can you show respect for those at work? Be a conscientious worker and try to cultivate a good attitude toward those you work with and those you work for. (Titus 2:9, 10) When you are an honest, diligent, and whole-souled worker, you may or may not always please men but you will definitely please God.​—Col. 3:22, 23.

18. Why is it worthwhile to cultivate and show respect for others?


Your answer



18 What good reasons we have to cultivate and show respect for others! We have seen that when we show respect for our family, we honor our family Head, Jehovah. Likewise, when we show respect for our spiritual brothers and sisters, we honor our heavenly Father. And when we show respect for those outside the congregation, we create the best possible circumstances for them to glorify, or honor, our great God. Even if we never receive respect in return from some humans, it will be worthwhile to cultivate and show respect for them. Why? Because Jehovah will bless us. He promises: “Those honoring me I will honor.”​—1 Sam. 2:30.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  How can we show respect for family members?


Your answer





	  How can we show respect for fellow worshippers?


Your answer





	  How can we show respect for those outside the congregation?


Your answer












SONG 129 We Will Keep Enduring



^  Some names have been changed.






^ (Prov. 22:1) A good name* is to be chosen rather than great wealth; To be respected* is better than silver and gold.

Or “A good reputation.” Lit., “A name.”
Lit., “Favor.”


^ (Prov. 22:1) A good name* is to be chosen rather than great wealth; To be respected* is better than silver and gold.

Or “A good reputation.” Lit., “A name.”
Lit., “Favor.”


^  (Prov. 22:1) A good name* is to be chosen rather than great wealth; To be respected* is better than silver and gold.

Or “A good reputation.” Lit., “A name.”
Lit., “Favor.”


^  (1 Pet. 2:17) Honor men of all sorts, have love for the whole association of brothers,* be in fear of God, honor the king.

Lit., “the brotherhood.”


^  (Matt. 15:8) ‘This people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far removed from me.



^  (Rom. 13:1) Let every person be in subjection to the superior authorities, for there is no authority except by God; the existing authorities stand placed in their relative positions by God.



^  (Rom. 13:7) Render to all their dues: to the one who calls for the tax, the tax; to the one who calls for the tribute, the tribute; to the one who calls for fear, such fear; to the one who calls for honor, such honor.



^  (Josh. 4:14) On that day Jehovah exalted Joshua in the eyes of all Israel, and they deeply respected* him all the days of his life, just as they had deeply respected Moses.

Lit., “they feared.”


^  (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.



^  (1 Sam. 20:30-34) Then Saul became enraged with Jonʹa·than, and he said to him: “You son of a rebellious woman, do you think I do not know that you are choosing to side with the son of Jesʹse, to your own shame and to the shame of your mother?* 31 As long as the son of Jesʹse is alive on the earth, you and your kingship will not be firmly established. So now send someone to bring him to me, for he must die.”* 32 However, Jonʹa·than said to Saul his father: “Why should he be put to death? What has he done?” 33 At that Saul hurled the spear at him to strike him, so Jonʹa·than knew that his father was determined to put David to death. 34 Jonʹa·than immediately rose up from the table in the heat of anger, and he did not eat any food on the second day after the new moon, for he was upset over David and his own father had humiliated him.

Lit., “to the shame of your mother’s nakedness?”
Lit., “for he is a son of death.”


^  (Ex. 20:12) “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live a long time in the land that Jehovah your God is giving you.



^  (2 Sam. 1:23) Saul and Jonʹa·than, beloved and cherished* during their life, And in death they were not separated. Swifter than the eagles they were, Mightier than the lions.

Or “pleasant.”


^  (1 Sam. 1:12-14) While she prayed for a long time before Jehovah, Eʹli was watching her mouth. 13 Hanʹnah was speaking in her heart, only her lips were trembling, but her voice was not heard. So Eʹli thought she was drunk. 14 Eʹli said to her: “How long will you stay drunk? Stop drinking your wine.”



^  (1 Sam. 1:15-18) At this Hanʹnah answered: “No, my lord! I am a woman under great stress;* I have not drunk wine or anything alcoholic, but I am pouring out my soul* before Jehovah. 16 Do not take your servant for a worthless woman, for I have been speaking until now out of my great anguish and distress.” 17 Then Eʹli answered: “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant your petition that you have asked of him.” 18 To this she said: “Let your servant find favor in your eyes.” And the woman went on her way and ate, and her face was no longer downcast.

Or “a woman hard-pressed in spirit.”
See Glossary.


^  (1 Sam. 2:22-24) Now Eʹli was very old, but he had heard about everything that his sons were doing to all Israel and how they would lie down with the women who served at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 23 He used to say to them: “Why do you keep doing things like these? For the things I am hearing about you from all the people are bad. 24 No, my sons, the report that I hear circulating among the people of Jehovah is not good.



^  (Acts 17:18) But some of both the Ep·i·cu·reʹan and the Stoʹic philosophers began disputing with him, and some were saying: “What is it this chatterer would like to tell?” Others: “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign deities.” This was because he was declaring the good news of Jesus and the resurrection.



^  (Acts 17:22) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are.

Or “more religious.”


^ (1 Tim. 5:4) But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let these learn first to practice godly devotion in their own household and to repay their parents and grandparents what is due them, for this is acceptable in God’s sight.



^ (1 Tim. 5:8) Certainly if anyone does not provide for those who are his own, and especially for those who are members of his household, he has disowned the faith and is worse than a person without faith.



^  (1 Tim. 5:4) But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let these learn first to practice godly devotion in their own household and to repay their parents and grandparents what is due them, for this is acceptable in God’s sight.



^  (1 Tim. 5:8) Certainly if anyone does not provide for those who are his own, and especially for those who are members of his household, he has disowned the faith and is worse than a person without faith.



^  (Eph. 3:14, 15) For this reason I bend my knees to the Father, 15 to whom every family in heaven and on earth owes its name.



^  (1 Tim. 5:4) But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let these learn first to practice godly devotion in their own household and to repay their parents and grandparents what is due them, for this is acceptable in God’s sight.



^  (Prov. 31:28) Her children rise up and declare her happy; Her husband rises up and praises her.



^  (1 Pet. 3:7) You husbands, in the same way, continue dwelling with them according to knowledge.* Assign them honor as to a weaker vessel, the feminine one, since they are also heirs with you of the undeserved favor of life, in order for your prayers not to be hindered.

Or “showing them consideration; understanding them.”


^  (1 Cor. 13:5) does not behave indecently, does not look for its own interests, does not become provoked. It does not keep account of the injury.



^  (Prov. 19:11) The insight of a man certainly slows down his anger, And it is beauty on his part to overlook* an offense.*

Lit., “pass over.”
Or “a transgression.”


^  (Eph. 5:33) Nevertheless, each one of you must love his wife as he does himself; on the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for her husband.



^  (Prov. 14:1) The truly wise woman builds up her house, But the foolish one tears it down with her own hands.



^  (Eph. 6:1-3) Children, be obedient to your parents in union with the Lord, for this is righteous. 2 “Honor your father and your mother” is the first command with a promise: 3 “That it may go well with you* and you may remain a long time on the earth.”

Or “That you may prosper.”


^  (Ex. 21:17) “Anyone who curses* his father or his mother must be put to death.

Or “calls down evil upon.”


^  (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same.



^ (2 Pet. 2:9-12) So, then, Jehovah* knows how to rescue people of godly devotion out of trial, but to reserve unrighteous people to be destroyed* on the day of judgment, 10 especially those who seek to defile the flesh of others and who despise authority.* Daring and self-willed, they are not afraid to speak abusively of glorious ones, 11 whereas angels, although they are greater in strength and power, do not bring against them an accusation in abusive terms, out of respect for* Jehovah.* 12 But these men, like unreasoning animals that act on instinct and are born* to be caught and destroyed, speak abusively about things of which they are ignorant. They will suffer destruction brought on by their own destructive course,

See App. A5.
Lit., “cut off.”
Or “look down on lordship.”
Or “before.”
See App. A5.
Or “are born naturally.”


^  (2 Pet. 2:9-12) So, then, Jehovah* knows how to rescue people of godly devotion out of trial, but to reserve unrighteous people to be destroyed* on the day of judgment, 10 especially those who seek to defile the flesh of others and who despise authority.* Daring and self-willed, they are not afraid to speak abusively of glorious ones, 11 whereas angels, although they are greater in strength and power, do not bring against them an accusation in abusive terms, out of respect for* Jehovah.* 12 But these men, like unreasoning animals that act on instinct and are born* to be caught and destroyed, speak abusively about things of which they are ignorant. They will suffer destruction brought on by their own destructive course,

See App. A5.
Lit., “cut off.”
Or “look down on lordship.”
Or “before.”
See App. A5.
Or “are born naturally.”


^  (Rom. 14:10-12) But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you also look down on your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written: “‘As surely as I live,’ says Jehovah, ‘to me every knee will bend, and every tongue will make open acknowledgment to God.’” 12 So, then, each of us will render an account for himself to God.



^  (Jude 9) But when Miʹcha·el the archangel had a difference with the Devil and was disputing about Moses’ body, he did not dare to bring a judgment against him in abusive terms, but said: “May Jehovah* rebuke you.”

See App. A5.


^  (Rom. 12:10) In brotherly love have tender affection for one another. In showing honor to one another, take the lead.



^  (Philem. 8, 9) For this very reason, though I have great freeness of speech in connection with Christ to order you to do what is proper, 9 I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love, seeing that I am Paul an older man, yes, now also a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus.



^  (Titus 2:3-5) Likewise, let the older women be reverent in behavior, not slanderous, not enslaved to a lot of wine, teachers of what is good, 4 so that they may advise the younger women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be sound in mind, chaste, working at home, good, subjecting themselves to their own husbands, so that the word of God may not be spoken of abusively.



^  (Gal. 6:1) Brothers, even if a man takes a false step before he is aware of it, you who have spiritual qualifications try to readjust such a man in a spirit of mildness. But keep an eye on yourself, for fear you too may be tempted.



^  (1 Tim. 5:17) Let the elders who preside in a fine way be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard in speaking and teaching.



^  (1 Thess. 5:12, 13) Now we request you, brothers, to show respect for those who are working hard among you and presiding over you in the Lord and admonishing you; 13 and to give them extraordinary consideration in love because of their work. Be peaceable with one another.



^  (Eph. 4:18) They are in darkness mentally and alienated from the life that belongs to God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the insensitivity of their hearts.



^ (1 Pet. 2:12) Maintain your conduct fine among the nations, so that when they accuse you of being wrongdoers, they may be eyewitnesses of your fine works and, as a result, glorify God in the day of his inspection.



^ (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.



^  (1 Pet. 2:12) Maintain your conduct fine among the nations, so that when they accuse you of being wrongdoers, they may be eyewitnesses of your fine works and, as a result, glorify God in the day of his inspection.



^  (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.



^  (Hag. 2:7) “‘And I will shake all the nations, and the precious* things of all the nations will come in; and I will fill this house with glory,’ says Jehovah of armies.

Or “desirable.”


^  (Phil. 2:3) Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of egotism, but with humility consider others superior to you,



^  (1 Pet. 2:23) When he was being insulted,* he did not insult* in return. When he was suffering, he did not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the One who judges righteously.

Or “reviled.”
Or “revile.”


^  (Titus 2:9, 10) Let slaves be in subjection to their owners in all things, trying to please them, not talking back, 10 not stealing from them, but showing complete trustworthiness, so that in every way they may adorn the teaching of our Savior, God.



^  (Col. 3:22, 23) You slaves, be obedient in everything to those who are your human masters, not only when they are watching, just to please men, but with sincerity of heart, with fear of Jehovah. 23 Whatever you are doing, work at it whole-souled as for Jehovah, and not for men,



^  (1 Sam. 2:30) “‘That is why the word of Jehovah the God of Israel is: “I did indeed say that your house and the house of your forefather would always walk before me.” But now Jehovah declares: “It is unthinkable, on my part, because those honoring me I will honor, but those despising me will be treated with contempt.”









STUDY ARTICLE 39




SONG 54 “This Is the Way”



“Rightly Disposed” Ones Will Respond



“All those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.”​—ACTS 13:48.




FOCUS

When to offer Bible studies and invite people to our meetings.




 1. How do people differ in the way they respond to the good news? (Acts 13:47, 48; 16:14, 15)


Your answer



MANY people in the first century accepted the truth as soon as they heard the Christian message. (Read Acts 13:47, 48; 16:14, 15.) Likewise today, some rejoice when they hear the good news for the first time. Even those who initially show no interest in the Kingdom message may later open their heart wide to accept it. What should we do when we find “rightly disposed” people in our ministry?

 2. In what way is our disciple-making work like that of a gardener?


Your answer



2 Consider an illustration. Our disciple-making work can be compared to that of a gardener. If the fruit of one plant is ripe, the gardener probably harvests it even though he might still be tilling the soil or planting somewhere else in his garden. Similarly, when we find someone who is ready to accept our message, we want to help him to become a disciple of Christ as soon as possible. Meanwhile, we continue to cultivate the interest of others who need more time to see the value of what they are hearing. (John 4:35, 36) Discernment will help us choose the approach that is best for our listeners. Let us now consider what we can do during our first conversation to help people who are ready to respond. We will also consider how we can help such ones to continue progressing.

WHEN PEOPLE ARE READY TO RESPOND

 3. What approach might we use when we find interested ones in our ministry? (1 Corinthians 9:26)


Your answer



3 When we find interested people in our ministry, we want to help them to get started on the road to life right away. In such cases, we should not hold back from offering a Bible study and inviting them to our meetings during the very first conversation.​—Read 1 Corinthians 9:26.

 4. Relate an experience of someone who was ready for a Bible study immediately.


Your answer



4 Offering a study. Some we speak with are ready for a Bible study immediately. For instance, one Thursday a young woman in Canada approached a literature cart and picked up a copy of the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure. The sister at the cart explained that the brochure came with a free Bible study. The young woman was interested and shared her contact information. Later that day, the young woman texted the sister about the study. When the sister offered to come on the weekend, the young woman asked: “How about tomorrow? I’m free.” They had the study that Friday. The young woman attended her first meeting that very weekend and continued to make rapid progress.

 5. How can we show discernment when offering a Bible study? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



5 Of course, we do not expect all who listen to our message to be as eager as that young woman was. The interest of some may need further cultivation. We may first need to start a conversation on a topic that interests the person. Still, if we maintain a positive attitude and keep showing personal interest in the individual, in a short time, we may be able to start a study. What can we say when offering the study? That question was posed to a number of brothers and sisters who are effective at starting Bible studies.



[image: Collage: 1. Two brothers speak with an older man who sits on a porch outside his home. 2. Two sisters share the “Enjoy Life Forever!” brochure with a mother at her apartment door. The mother holds her young son in her arms while her other son stands near her.]

How might we make a study more appealing to these individuals? (See paragraph 5)*







 6. How might we offer to continue the discussion with an interested person?


Your answer



6 The publishers and the pioneers who were asked about starting studies explained that in some lands it is best to avoid such terms as “study,” “Bible course,” or “teach you” when describing the study. They noted that what works better is using such expressions as “conversation,” “discussion,” and “get to know the Bible.” You could introduce the idea of continuing the conversation by saying, “It’s surprising how life’s important questions are answered in the Bible” or “The Bible is not just a religious book; it helps us in practical ways.” You could add: “It doesn’t take a lot of time; 10 to 15 minutes is enough to learn something valuable.” That could be said without using the terms “appointment” or “every week,” which could imply a commitment.

 7. When have some first recognized Bible truth? (1 Corinthians 14:23-25)


Your answer



7 Invite them to a meeting. It seems that in the apostle Paul’s time, some first recognized Bible truth when they attended a Christian meeting. (Read 1 Corinthians 14:23-25.) The same is often true today. Most new ones progress more quickly once they begin attending our meetings. When should you invite them? The Enjoy Life Forever! book includes an invitation in lesson 10, but you do not need to wait until you have reached that part of the book. From the very first conversation, you could invite your listener to the weekend meeting, perhaps mentioning the title of the public talk or a point from that week’s Watchtower Study.

 8. What aspects of our meetings can we focus on when inviting someone to attend? (Isaiah 54:13)


Your answer



8 When inviting an interested person, explain how our meetings are different from the religious services he may be used to. When a Bible student attended her first Watchtower Study, she asked her teacher, “Does the conductor know everyone’s name?” The sister explained that we all try to know the names of those in our congregation, just as we know the names of our family members. The student found this to be quite different from her experience in church. Similarly, the purpose of our meetings is new for many. (Read Isaiah 54:13.) We meet to worship Jehovah, to learn from him, and to encourage one another. (Heb. 2:12; 10:24, 25) As a result, our meetings are orderly and practical, not ritualistic. (1 Cor. 14:40) The auditorium is well-lit because we come to the Kingdom Hall to learn. And we never promote one political party over another because we are politically neutral; nor do we engage in shouting matches or disputes. It may be helpful beforehand to show the student the video What Happens at a Kingdom Hall? That way he will know what to expect.

9-10. When inviting someone to attend a meeting, what can we do to assure him that we will not pressure him to join or to participate? (See also picture.)


Your answer



9 Some hesitate to attend a meeting because they are afraid that they will be asked to “join a church.” Assure the person that we enjoy having visitors and that we do not pressure them to join or to participate. Families are welcome, including those with young children. At our meetings, children do not receive separate instruction. Instead, parents and children sit together and learn together. In this way, parents know whom their children are with and what they are being taught. (Deut. 31:12) We do not take up collections or pass out donation envelopes. Instead, we follow Jesus’ command: “You received free, give free.” (Matt. 10:8) You might also mention to the individual that he does not need expensive clothing to attend. God looks at the heart, not at a person’s appearance.​—1 Sam. 16:7.

10 If the person attends, do what you can to make him feel welcome. Introduce him to the elders and to other publishers. If he feels at home, he will be more likely to want to return. During the meeting, if he does not have a Bible, share yours with him and show him how we follow the reasoning of the speaker or of the study.



[image: The mother from the previous image enjoying the warm welcome she is receiving from brothers and sisters at the Kingdom Hall. She holds her younger son while her older son speaks with a young boy.]

The sooner a person attends a meeting, the sooner he or she will benefit (See paragraphs 9-10)







WHEN A BIBLE STUDY IS STARTED

11. How can you show that you respect your listener’s time and schedule?


Your answer



11 What points should we keep in mind about the home Bible study itself? Respect the householder’s time and schedule. For example, if you make an appointment, be on time, regardless of the way people in your area view punctuality. In addition, you may find it best to keep the first session reasonably short. Some experienced publishers suggest finishing early, even if the person wants to hear more. And do not talk too much. Let the householder express himself.​—Prov. 10:19.

12. What should be our goal from the start of a home Bible study?


Your answer



12 From the very start, your goal should be to help your listener to come to know Jehovah and Jesus and to develop love for them. You do this by directing attention to God’s Word instead of to yourself and your Bible knowledge. (Acts 10:25, 26) The apostle Paul often focused his teaching on Jesus Christ, the one whom Jehovah sent to help us to know and love Him. (1 Cor. 2:1, 2) Paul also made it clear how important it is to help new disciples to develop fine qualities, which can be compared to gold, silver, and precious stones. (1 Cor. 3:11-15) Such valuable qualities include faith, wisdom, discernment, and the fear of Jehovah. (Ps. 19:9, 10; Prov. 3:13-15; 1 Pet. 1:7) Imitate Paul’s method of teaching by helping your students to develop a strong faith and a personal relationship with their loving heavenly Father.​—2 Cor. 1:24.

13. How can we show patience and understanding as we help interested ones? (2 Corinthians 10:4, 5) (See also picture.)


Your answer



13 Follow Jesus’ way of teaching by showing patience and understanding. Avoid asking questions that make the person uncomfortable. If necessary, move past points that he struggles with and return to these later. Rather than try to force him to accept a teaching before he is ready, allow time for the truth to take root in his heart. (John 16:12; Col. 2:6, 7) The Bible compares the false teachings we are trying to overcome to a fortress. (Read 2 Corinthians 10:4, 5; see study note on “overturning strongly entrenched things.”) Instead of pulling down your student’s fortress on top of him, help him make Jehovah his Refuge.​—Ps. 91:9.



[image: The older man from the previous image studying the “Enjoy Life Forever!” book with two brothers. A display of military medals is on a nearby shelf.]

Allow time for the truth to take root in your student’s heart (See paragraph 13)







WHEN NEW ONES ATTEND MEETINGS

14. How should we treat new ones who attend our meetings?


Your answer



14 Jehovah expects us to be impartial in our treatment of new ones, regardless of their culture, social status, or ethnic background. (Jas. 2:1-4, 9) So how can we show love to those who visit our meetings?

15-16. How can we help new ones to feel welcome at our meetings?


Your answer



15 Some individuals may simply come to our meetings out of curiosity or may have been urged to attend by someone living in another area. So we should not hesitate to approach such ones who come to our meeting place. Welcome them without overwhelming them. Invite them to sit with you. Share your Bible and study materials, or provide them with their own copies. In addition, consider their feelings. One man who visited a Kingdom Hall told the brother who welcomed him that he was nervous about being in casual clothes. The brother made him feel at ease and explained that Jehovah’s Witnesses are just normal people. The man, who eventually progressed to baptism, never forgot the brother’s response. A word of caution, though: When you speak with visitors before or after the meeting, show personal interest without prying into their personal matters.​—1 Pet. 4:15.

16 We can also make our visitors feel welcome by being respectful in our conversations, comments, and meeting parts when referring to non-Witnesses or their beliefs. Avoid expressions that could stumble them or be viewed as an insult. (Titus 2:8; 3:2) For instance, we would never disparage the beliefs of those who do not share our faith. (2 Cor. 6:3) In this regard, brothers giving public talks take special care. They also show that they keep in mind non-Witnesses in the audience by explaining words or concepts that the public would not understand.

17. What is our goal when we find “rightly disposed” ones in our ministry?


Your answer



17 Our disciple-making work becomes more urgent with each passing day, and we continue to find people who are “rightly disposed for everlasting life.” (Acts 13:48) When we do, we should not hesitate to offer them a Bible study or invite them to our meetings. By doing so, we can help them take their first steps on “the road leading off into life.”​—Matt. 7:14.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  How might we during our first conversation help “rightly disposed” ones?


Your answer





	  What suggestions can we apply when a Bible study is started?


Your answer





	  How can we help new ones to feel welcome when they attend our meetings?


Your answer












SONG 64 Sharing Joyfully in the Harvest



^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: Two brothers approach a retired military man who is relaxing on his porch; two sisters give a brief witness to a busy mother.






^ (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.



^ (Acts 13:47, 48) For Jehovah has commanded us in these words: ‘I have appointed you as a light of nations, for you to be a salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 48 When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.



^ (Acts 16:14, 15) And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying. 15 Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah, come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come.



^  (Acts 13:47, 48) For Jehovah has commanded us in these words: ‘I have appointed you as a light of nations, for you to be a salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 48 When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.



^  (Acts 16:14, 15) And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying. 15 Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah, come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come.



^  (John 4:35, 36) Do you not say that there are yet four months before the harvest comes? Look! I say to you: Lift up your eyes and view the fields, that they are white for harvesting. Already 36 the reaper is receiving wages and gathering fruit for everlasting life, so that the sower and the reaper may rejoice together.



^ (1 Cor. 9:26) Therefore, the way I am running is not aimlessly; the way I am aiming my blows is so as not to be striking the air;



^  (1 Cor. 9:26) Therefore, the way I am running is not aimlessly; the way I am aiming my blows is so as not to be striking the air;



^ (1 Cor. 14:23-25) So if the whole congregation comes together to one place and they all speak in tongues, but ordinary people or unbelievers come in, will they not say that you have lost your minds? 24 But if you are all prophesying and an unbeliever or an ordinary person comes in, he will be reproved and closely examined by them all. 25 The secrets of his heart then become evident, so that he will fall facedown and worship God, declaring: “God is really among you.”



^  (1 Cor. 14:23-25) So if the whole congregation comes together to one place and they all speak in tongues, but ordinary people or unbelievers come in, will they not say that you have lost your minds? 24 But if you are all prophesying and an unbeliever or an ordinary person comes in, he will be reproved and closely examined by them all. 25 The secrets of his heart then become evident, so that he will fall facedown and worship God, declaring: “God is really among you.”



^ (Isa. 54:13) And all your sons* will be taught by Jehovah, And the peace of your sons* will be abundant.

Or “children.”
Or “children.”


^  (Isa. 54:13) And all your sons* will be taught by Jehovah, And the peace of your sons* will be abundant.

Or “children.”
Or “children.”


^  (Heb. 2:12) as he says: “I will declare your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you with song.”



^  (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^  (1 Cor. 14:40) But let all things take place decently and by arrangement.



^  (Deut. 31:12) Gather the people together, the men, the women, the children,* and your foreign resident who is within your cities,* in order that they may listen and learn about and fear Jehovah your God and take care to carry out all the words of this Law.

Lit., “little ones.”
Lit., “gates.”


^  (Matt. 10:8) Cure the sick, raise up the dead, make lepers clean, expel demons. You received free, give free.



^  (1 Sam. 16:7) But Jehovah said to Samuel: “Do not pay attention to his appearance and how tall he is, for I have rejected him. For the way man sees is not the way God sees, because mere man sees what appears to the eyes, but Jehovah sees into the heart.”



^  (Prov. 10:19) When words are many, transgression cannot be avoided, But whoever controls his lips acts discreetly.



^  (Acts 10:25, 26) As Peter entered, Cornelius met him, fell down at his feet, and did obeisance to him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying: “Rise; I too am just a man.”



^  (1 Cor. 2:1, 2) So when I came to you, brothers, I did not come with extravagant speech or wisdom* declaring the sacred secret of God to you. 2 For I decided not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ, and him executed on the stake.

Or “with superiority of speech and of wisdom.”


^  (1 Cor. 3:11-15) For no one can lay any other foundation than what is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13 each one’s work will be shown for what it is,* for the day will show it up, because it will be revealed by means of fire, and the fire itself will prove what sort of work each one has built. 14 If anyone’s work that he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward; 15 if anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved; yet, if so, it will be as through fire.

Or “will be clearly seen.” Lit., “will be made (become) manifest.”


^  (Ps. 19:9, 10) The fear of Jehovah is pure, lasting forever. The judgments of Jehovah are true, altogether righteous. 10 They are more desirable than gold, Than much fine* gold, And sweeter than honey, the honey that drips from the combs.

Or “refined.”


^  (Prov. 3:13-15) Happy is the man who finds wisdom And the man who acquires discernment; 14 To gain it is better than gaining silver, And having it as profit is better than having gold. 15 It is more precious than corals;* Nothing you desire can compare to it.

See Glossary.


^  (1 Pet. 1:7) in order that the tested quality of your faith, of much greater value than gold that perishes despite its being tested* by fire, may be found a cause for praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Or “refined.”


^  (2 Cor. 1:24) Not that we are the masters over your faith, but we are fellow workers for your joy, for it is by your faith that you are standing.



^ (2 Cor. 10:4, 5) For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful by God for overturning strongly entrenched things. 5 For we are overturning reasonings and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are bringing every thought into captivity to make it obedient to the Christ;



^  (John 16:12) “I still have many things to say to you, but you are not able to bear them now.



^  (Col. 2:6, 7) Therefore, just as you have accepted Christ Jesus the Lord, go on walking in union with him, 7 being rooted and built up in him and being stabilized in the faith, just as you were taught, and overflowing with thanksgiving.



^  (2 Cor. 10:4, 5) For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful by God for overturning strongly entrenched things. 5 For we are overturning reasonings and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are bringing every thought into captivity to make it obedient to the Christ;



^  (Ps. 91:9) Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;*

Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”


^  (Jas. 2:1-4) My brothers, you are not holding to the faith of our glorious Lord Jesus Christ while showing favoritism, are you? 2 For if a man with gold rings on his fingers and in splendid clothing comes into your meeting, but a poor man in filthy clothing also enters, 3 do you look with favor on the one wearing the splendid clothing and say, “You take this seat here in a fine place,” and do you say to the poor one, “You keep standing” or, “Take that seat there under my footstool”? 4 If so, do you not have class distinctions among yourselves, and have you not become judges rendering wicked decisions?



^  (Jas. 2:9) But if you continue showing favoritism, you are committing sin, and you are convicted* by the law as transgressors.

Or “reproved.”


^  (1 Pet. 4:15) However, let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or a wrongdoer or a busybody in other people’s matters.



^  (Titus 2:8) using wholesome speech that cannot be criticized, so that those who oppose may be put to shame, having nothing negative* to say about us.

Or “bad; vile.”


^  (Titus 3:2) to speak injuriously of no one, not to be quarrelsome, but to be reasonable, displaying all mildness toward all men.



^  (2 Cor. 6:3) In no way are we giving any cause for stumbling, so that no fault may be found with our ministry;



^  (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.



^  (Matt. 7:14) whereas narrow is the gate and cramped the road leading off into life, and few are finding it.
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LIFE STORY

Jehovah Helped Us to ‘Bloom Where We Were Planted’

AS TOLD BY MATS AND ANN-CATRIN KASSHOLM


“BLOOM where you are planted” may seem to be strange advice. But a Swedish couple, Mats and Ann-Catrin, were “planted” many times. How so, and how did that advice help them?




The Kassholms attended Gilead School in 1979 and over the years were “planted,” or assigned, to serve in Iran, Mauritius, Myanmar, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zaire. It was at Gilead that they heard an instructor, Jack Redford, give the advice that helped them as they were “planted,” “uprooted,” and “replanted” many times. Let them explain.

Mats, please tell us first how you found the truth.

Mats: Living in Poland during World War II, my father saw much hypocrisy in the Catholic Church. Still, he often said, “The truth must be out there somewhere!” In time, I was able to confirm that it was. I bought many secondhand books. One was a blue book called The Truth That Leads to Eternal Life. That title really caught my attention, and I read the entire book on the night that I got it. By morning, I knew that I had found the truth!

From April 1972 onward, I read many more publications of Jehovah’s Witnesses and received answers to my Bible questions. I felt like the merchant in Jesus’ illustration who, after finding one pearl of high value, sold everything he had in order to buy it. I “sold” my plans of pursuing a university education and becoming a physician​—all to buy the “pearl” of truth that I had found. (Matt. 13:45, 46) I got baptized on December 10, 1972.

Within a year, my parents and younger brother also accepted the truth and got baptized. In July 1973, I started full-time service. Among the zealous pioneers in our congregation was an attractive, spiritually-minded sister named Ann-Catrin. We fell in love and got married in 1975, spending the next four years in the town of Strömsund, a beautiful, fruitful territory in Sweden.

Ann-Catrin: My father learned the truth toward the end of his university studies in Stockholm. I was only three months old at the time, but he took me to the meetings and out in field service. Mom did not like this and tried to prove the Witnesses wrong. But she couldn’t, so in time she too got baptized. At age 13, I got baptized, and at 16 years of age, I started pioneering. After serving in Umeå, where there was a great need for Kingdom publishers, I became a special pioneer.

After Mats and I married, we had the joy of helping several people learn the truth. Among them was Maivor, a teenage girl who gave up a career in sports and became my younger sister’s pioneer partner. They attended Gilead in 1984 and are serving as missionaries in Ecuador.

In your many missionary assignments, how did you follow the advice to “bloom where you are planted”?

Mats: We were frequently “replanted” in new assignments. But we tried to stay “rooted” in Jesus by doing our best to imitate him, especially his humility. (Col. 2:6, 7) For example, instead of expecting the local Witnesses to adapt to us, we tried to learn why they did things a certain way. We wanted to understand their thinking and culture. The more we imitated Jesus, the more we felt that we were “planted by streams of water” to bloom wherever we were assigned.​—Ps. 1:2, 3.



[image: Mats and Ann-Catrin carrying luggage and some food.]

Traveling to visit congregations was a regular part of our life





Ann-Catrin: To grow after being replanted, a tree also needs warm sunlight. Jehovah always proved to be “a sun” for us. (Ps. 84:11) He provided us with a warm, loving brotherhood of spiritual brothers and sisters. For example, in our small congregation in Tehran, Iran, we experienced hospitality that was common in Bible times. We would have loved to stay in Iran, but in July 1980, Jehovah’s Witnesses were officially banned there and we were given notice to leave in 48 hours. We were reassigned to Zaire (now known as Congo) in Africa.





[image: A modest home located in a rural village in Zaire.]

Happy memories of our assignment in Zaire, 1982





When I first learned that we were reassigned to Africa, I cried. What I had heard about snakes and diseases in Africa scared me. But two close friends who had long served there told us: “You haven’t been there yet! Give it a chance, and you’ll see​—Africa grows on you.” And it did! The brothers and sisters are loving and warm. In fact, when we had to leave Zaire six years later because of a ban, I smiled to myself because I realized that I was now praying to Jehovah, “Please, let us stay in Africa.”

What joys have you experienced over the years?



[image: Ann-Catrin sitting on a folding chair outside their Volkswagen Kombi van.]

Our “bedroom” in Tanzania, 1988





Mats: I have to mention the warm friendships we have forged with missionaries of different nationalities and backgrounds. Also, in some assignments, we experienced the exceptional joy that comes from conducting many Bible studies​—sometimes about 20 each! The love and hospitality of the African brothers and sisters also stands out in my mind. During our visits to the congregations in Tanzania, many friends showed us hospitality “beyond their means” when we parked our “bedroom”​—a Volkswagen Kombi—​alongside their homes. (2 Cor. 8:3) Something very special to us is what we called story time. That was when, at the end of each day, Ann-Catrin and I would sit down to talk about the day’s events and thank Jehovah for being with us.

Ann-Catrin: For me, a great joy has been to live among our international brotherhood. We learned new languages​—including Farsi, French, Luganda, and Swahili—​while experiencing a variety of interesting cultures. We nurtured new disciples, made true friends, and worked “shoulder to shoulder” with them in Jehovah’s service.​—Zeph. 3:9.

We also saw amazing variety in Jehovah’s beautiful creation. Each time we accepted a new assignment in Jehovah’s service, we felt as if we were taking a journey with Jehovah as our Guide. He has given us experiences that we would never have had on our own.



[image: Collage: 1. Mats and Ann-Catrin preach to a mother and her children. 2. Ann-Catrin witnesses to a Maasai boy.]

Preaching in the varied territory of Tanzania





What challenges have you faced, and how did you deal with them?

Mats: We contracted several tropical diseases over the years, including malaria. And Ann-Catrin had a few emergency surgeries. We also worried about our aging parents, so we are grateful to our siblings who acted as primary caregivers. They faithfully carried out that role with patience, joy, and love. (1 Tim. 5:4) Still, at times, we struggled with negative emotions, wishing that we could do more for our parents than just provide support from a distance.

Ann-Catrin: In 1983, while serving in Zaire, I suffered a severe attack of cholera. The doctor told Mats, “Take her out of this country today!” The following day, we were on a cargo plane​—the only flight available—​headed for Sweden.

Mats: We thought that our missionary service had come to an end, so we cried bitter tears. Contrary to the doctor’s predictions, though, Ann-Catrin recovered. And a year later, we were able to return to Zaire, this time to a small Swahili congregation in Lubumbashi.

Ann-Catrin: During our time in Lubumbashi, I suffered a miscarriage. Though we did not have in mind starting a family, the loss of our baby was extremely difficult for me to bear. During that time of sadness, however, we experienced an unexpected gift from Jehovah. We started more Bible studies than ever before. In less than a year, the congregation grew from 35 to 70 publishers, and meeting attendance climbed from 40 to 220. We were intensely occupied in the ministry, and Jehovah’s blessing brought me considerable comfort. Still, we often think and talk about our dear little one. We can’t wait to see just how Jehovah will provide complete healing for our hearts.

Mats: At one point, Ann-Catrin became extremely fatigued. I was diagnosed with stage-four colon cancer and needed major surgery. But today I’m doing well, and Ann-Catrin is doing all she can.

We have come to realize that we are not the only ones dealing with trials. After the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, we visited many friends in refugee camps. Witnessing their faith, endurance, and never-failing hospitality taught us that Jehovah has the power to sustain his people through any trial.​—Ps. 55:22.

Ann-Catrin: Another challenge came when we attended the branch dedication in Uganda in 2007. After the program, we were traveling with a group of about 25 missionaries and Bethelites to Nairobi, Kenya. Before we reached the Kenya border, an oncoming lorry suddenly swerved into our lane and hit us head-on. The driver and five of our friends died instantly; one sister passed away later at the hospital. How we long to see our friends again!​—Job 14:13-15.

I eventually recovered from my physical injuries. But Mats and I were among several of the passengers who suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder. In my case, the anxiety attacks came at night, waking me up with symptoms resembling a heart attack. That was frightening. But fervent prayer to Jehovah coupled with comfort from some of our favorite scriptures helped us to cope. We also received professional help, which proved to be beneficial. Now the symptoms have become more manageable, and we ask Jehovah to help us comfort others who battle a similar affliction.

When describing how you have been able to cope with challenging situations, you said that Jehovah carried you “like raw eggs.” What did you mean?

Mats: That expression comes from the Swahili saying “Tumebebwa kama mayai mabichi,” or “We were carried like raw eggs.” Just as a person carefully carries raw eggs to prevent them from breaking, Jehovah has tenderly supported us in each one of our assignments. We have always had what we needed, even more than we needed. One way that we have felt Jehovah’s love and support is through the empathy shown to us by the Governing Body.

Ann-Catrin: I’d like to mention an example of Jehovah’s tender support. One day I received a phone call informing me that my father, in Sweden, was in intensive care. Mats had just recovered from a bout of malaria. We could not afford to buy tickets to fly home, so we decided that we needed to sell our car. Then we received two more phone calls; one was from a couple who had heard about our situation and wanted to pay for one ticket. The other call was from an older sister who had saved some money in a box that she had labeled “For someone in need.” Within minutes, Jehovah had come to our rescue!​—Heb. 13:6.

Looking back over your 50 years of full-time service, what have you learned?



[image: Mats and Ann-Catrin joyfully standing next to each other.]

In our new assignment in Myanmar





Ann-Catrin: I have come to appreciate that our strength is “in keeping calm and showing trust.” When we trust in Jehovah, he in a way makes our battle his battle. (Isa. 30:15; 2 Chron. 20:15, 17) By serving Jehovah to the best of our ability in each assignment, we have received more blessings than we could have received any other way.

Mats: The main lesson I have learned is to rely on Jehovah in every situation and see how he will act in my behalf. (Ps. 37:5) He has never failed to fulfill his promise to do so. We are still seeing the truthfulness of this in our present Bethel assignment in Myanmar.

We hope that many younger ones who want to expand their ministry will experience the same loyal love that Jehovah has shown to us. We are confident that they will if they allow Jehovah to bring them to full bloom, wherever they are planted.





^ (Matt. 13:45, 46) “Again the Kingdom of the heavens is like a traveling merchant seeking fine pearls. 46 Upon finding one pearl of high value, he went away and promptly sold all the things he had and bought it.



^ (Col. 2:6, 7) Therefore, just as you have accepted Christ Jesus the Lord, go on walking in union with him, 7 being rooted and built up in him and being stabilized in the faith, just as you were taught, and overflowing with thanksgiving.



^ (Ps. 1:2, 3) But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.  3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Ps. 84:11) For Jehovah God is a sun and a shield; He gives favor and glory. Jehovah will not hold back anything good From those walking in integrity.



^ (2 Cor. 8:3) For it was according to their means, yes, I testify, it was even beyond their means,



^ (Zeph. 3:9) For then I will change the language of the peoples to a pure language, So that all of them may call on the name of Jehovah, To serve him shoulder to shoulder.’*

Or “worship him in unity.”


^ (1 Tim. 5:4) But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let these learn first to practice godly devotion in their own household and to repay their parents and grandparents what is due them, for this is acceptable in God’s sight.



^ (Ps. 55:22) Throw your burden on Jehovah, And he will sustain you. Never will he allow the righteous one to fall.*

Or “stagger; totter.”


^ (Job 14:13-15) O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”


^ (Heb. 13:6) So that we may be of good courage and say: “Jehovah* is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”

See App. A5.


^ (Isa. 30:15) For this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel, says: “By returning to me and resting, you will be saved; Your strength will be in keeping calm and showing trust.” But you were unwilling.



^ (2 Chron. 20:15) He said: “Pay attention, all Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Je·hoshʹa·phat! Here is what Jehovah says to you, ‘Do not be afraid or be terrified because of this large crowd, for the battle is not yours but God’s.



^ (2 Chron. 20:17) You will not need to fight this battle. Take your position, stand still, and see the salvation of Jehovah in your behalf.* O Judah and Jerusalem, do not be afraid or be terrified. Tomorrow go out against them, and Jehovah will be with you.’”

Or “see how Jehovah rescues you.”


^ (Ps. 37:5) Commit your way to* Jehovah; Rely on him, and he will act in your behalf.

Lit., “Roll your way upon.”







Questions From Readers



The writer of Proverbs 30:18, 19 said that “the way of a man with a young woman” was ‘beyond comprehension.’ In what sense is that true?

Many have puzzled over these words, including some scholars. The complete passage in the New World Translation reads: “There are three things that are beyond my comprehension [or, “too wonderful,” ftn.], and four that I do not understand: The way of an eagle in the heavens, the way of a serpent on a rock, the way of a ship in the open sea, and the way of a man with a young woman.”​—Prov. 30:18, 19.

Previously, we understood the phrase “the way of a man with a young woman” as having a negative sense. Why? The context mentions negative things that never say “enough.” (Prov. 30:15, 16) And verse 20 speaks of “an adulterous woman” who claims to have done nothing wrong. Hence, we reasoned that like a soaring eagle, a snake on a rock, or an ancient ship in the open sea, the man may leave no trace of his activity. Based on that reasoning, we understood that the expression “the way of a man with a young woman” referred to something bad​—a cunning young man who might seduce a naive young woman without her realizing what was happening.

However, there is good reason to view the passage in a positive light. The writer was simply marveling at the things mentioned.

The original Hebrew supports the view that this verse means something positive. According to the Theological Lexicon of the Old Testament, the Hebrew word translated “beyond my comprehension” at Proverbs 30:18 “indicates an event that a person . . . finds extraordinary, impossible, even wonderful.”

Professor Crawford H. Toy of Harvard University in the United States also concluded that this Bible passage does not here describe something negative. He stated: “The point is rather the wonderfulness of the things named.”

So it seems reasonable to state that the words recorded at Proverbs 30:18, 19 are describing things that are truly wonderful, even beyond our comprehension. Like the Bible writer, we are awed by how an eagle can soar, how a legless serpent can glide over a rock, how a heavy ship can travel across the sea, and how a young man and a young woman can fall in love and have a happy life together.







^ (Prov. 30:18, 19) There are three things that are beyond my comprehension,* And four that I do not understand: 19 The way of an eagle in the heavens, The way of a serpent on a rock, The way of a ship in the open sea, And the way of a man with a young woman.

Or “are too wonderful for me.”


^  (Prov. 30:18, 19) There are three things that are beyond my comprehension,* And four that I do not understand: 19 The way of an eagle in the heavens, The way of a serpent on a rock, The way of a ship in the open sea, And the way of a man with a young woman.

Or “are too wonderful for me.”


^  (Prov. 30:15, 16) The leeches have two daughters that cry, “Give! Give!” There are three things that do not get satisfied, Four that never say, “Enough!” 16 —The Grave* and a barren womb, A land that is deprived of water, And fire that never says, “Enough!”

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^  (Prov. 30:20) This is the way of an adulterous woman: She eats, she wipes her mouth; Then she says, “I have done nothing wrong.”



^  (Prov. 30:18) There are three things that are beyond my comprehension,* And four that I do not understand:

Or “are too wonderful for me.”


^  (Prov. 30:18, 19) There are three things that are beyond my comprehension,* And four that I do not understand: 19 The way of an eagle in the heavens, The way of a serpent on a rock, The way of a ship in the open sea, And the way of a man with a young woman.

Or “are too wonderful for me.”







BIBLE PHRASE

Jesus “Learned Obedience”



Jesus has always been obedient to Jehovah. (John 8:29) Why, then, does the Bible say: “He learned obedience from the things he suffered”?​—Heb. 5:8.

While on earth, Jesus faced circumstances that did not exist in heaven. He was raised by devoted but imperfect parents. (Luke 2:51) He suffered at the hands of corrupt religious leaders and unjust secular rulers. (Matt. 26:59; Mark 15:15) Furthermore, “he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death,” an agonizing death.​—Phil. 2:8.

These experiences taught Jesus obedience in a way that he had never learned in heaven. He thus could become the perfect King and High Priest, one who could sympathize with us. (Heb. 4:15; 5:9) Jesus became more valuable to Jehovah after learning obedience from the things he suffered. We too can become more precious to Jehovah and useful for any assignment he might give us when we remain obedient under challenging circumstances.​—Jas. 1:4.







^ (John 8:29) And the One who sent me is with me; he did not abandon me to myself, because I always do the things pleasing to him.”



^ (Heb. 5:8) Although he was a son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered.



^ (Luke 2:51) Then he went down with them and returned to Nazʹa·reth, and he continued subject to them. Also, his mother carefully kept all these sayings in her heart.



^ (Matt. 26:59) Now the chief priests and the entire Sanʹhe·drin were looking for false testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death.



^ (Mark 15:15) At that Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Bar·abʹbas to them; and after having Jesus whipped, he handed him over to be executed on the stake.



^ (Phil. 2:8) More than that, when he came as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death, yes, death on a torture stake.



^ (Heb. 4:15) For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tested in all respects as we have, but without sin.



^ (Heb. 5:9) And after he had been made perfect, he became responsible for everlasting salvation to all those obeying him,



^ (Jas. 1:4) But let endurance complete its work, so that you may be complete and sound in all respects, not lacking in anything.
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^ ***sjj song 103 Shepherds—Gifts in Men***
SONG 103
Shepherds​—Gifts in Men
(Ephesians 4:8)
1. Help in our lives, Jehovah provides,
Shepherds to tend his flock.
By their example they serve as guides,
Showing us how to walk.
(CHORUS)
God gives us men who have earned our trust,
Men who are loyal and true.
They show concern for his precious sheep;
Love them for all that they do.
2. Shepherds who love us care how we feel;
Gently they guide the way.
When we are hurt, they help us to heal,
Kind in the words they say.
(CHORUS)
God gives us men who have earned our trust,
Men who are loyal and true.
They show concern for his precious sheep;
Love them for all that they do.
3. Godly advice and counsel they give,
That we may never stray.
Thus they assist us, God’s way to live,
Serving him ev’ry day.
(CHORUS)
God gives us men who have earned our trust,
Men who are loyal and true.
They show concern for his precious sheep;
Love them for all that they do.
(See also Isa. 32:1, 2; Jer. 3:15; John 21:15-17; Acts 20:28.)



^ ***sjj song 31 Oh, Walk With God!***
SONG 31
Oh, Walk With God!
(Micah 6:8)
1. Oh, walk with God in modesty;
Show loyal love, and be true.
Stay close to Jehovah, leaning on him,
And let his strength sustain you.
Keep holding tight to his faithful Word;
You’ll never drift away.
So let God lead you by the hand
As you listen and obey.
2. Oh, walk with God in holiness;
Consider things that are pure.
No matter how great temptations may be,
He’ll help you to endure them.
Whatever praiseworthy things there are,
Whatever things are true,
Continue to consider them,
And our God will be with you.
3. Oh, walk with God in happiness;
Rejoice that he is your Friend.
Be thankful for all the gifts that he gives
And blessings that are endless.
Oh, walk with God, let your heart be glad;
Express your joy in song.
Your joy will show, and all will know,
To Jehovah you belong.
(See also Gen. 5:24; 6:9; Phil. 4:8; 1 Tim. 6:6-8.)









^ ***sjj song 114 “Exercise Patience”***
SONG 114
“Exercise Patience”
(James 5:8)
1. Our Sov’reign Lord Jehovah
Is zealous for his holy name.
He fervently desires
To clear it from unrighteous blame.
Through many generations,
Great endurance he has shown;
In loving, kindly patience,
Not weary has he grown.
His will is that salvation
All sorts of people might attain.
Long-lasting, loving patience
By God will not have been in vain.
2. The quality of patience
Will help us on our godly path.
It lets our heart be tranquil,
Protects us from unrighteous wrath.
It finds the good in others,
Always hoping for the best.
It helps us keep our balance
In times when we’re distressed.
Along with other virtues
That holy spirit can bestow,
Our patience will assist us
To imitate the God we know.
(See also Ex. 34:14; Isa. 40:28; 1 Cor. 13:4, 7; 1 Tim. 2:4.)



^ ***nwtsty Ephesians 4:26***
26 Be wrathful, but do not sin; do not let the sun set while you are still angry;



^ ***nwtsty Matthew 5:6***
6 “Happy are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since they will be filled.



^ ***sjj song 158 “It Will Not Be Late!”***
SONG 158
“It Will Not Be Late!”
(Habakkuk 2:3)
1. Beauty fills the earth,
wonder fills our mind—
The work of your hands
so patiently designed.
Though the world may change,
you remain the same.
You patiently wait
to make it new again.
(CHORUS)
Father, we long to see
Paradise come to be.
Give us the patience to wait.
We know your day will come,
sure as the rising sun.
No matter how long it takes,
“It will not be late!”
2. Faithfully we wait
for the dead to rise.
Jehovah, you yearn
to bring them back to life.
Father, we well know
how you loved them so.
Instill in our hearts
the patience you have shown.
(CHORUS)
Father, we long to see
Paradise come to be.
Give us the patience to wait.
We know your day will come,
sure as the rising sun.
No matter how long it takes,
“It will not be late!”
3. Patiently you search;
honest hearts you find.
You heal them with hope
and long to give them life.
Working by your side,
sharing what is true,
We use our time well.
It draws us close to you.
(CHORUS)
Father, we long to see
Paradise come to be.
Give us the patience to wait.
We know your day will come,
sure as the rising sun.
No matter how long it takes,
“It will not be late!”
Father, please help us to wait!
(See also Col. 1:11.)



^ ***lmd Truths We Love to Teach***
24. God does not cause our suffering.​—Deut. 32:4; Jas. 1:13.
25. Satan rules this world.​—Luke 4:5, 6; 1 John 5:19.
26. God cares about your suffering.​—Ps. 34:17-19; Isa. 41:10, 13.
27. God will soon end suffering.​—Isa. 65:17; Rev. 21:3, 4.









^ ***sjj song 120 Imitate Christ’s Mildness***
SONG 120
Imitate Christ’s Mildness
(Matthew 11:28-30)
1. The greatest of men was our Lord Jesus Christ;
By pride or ambition, he was not enticed.
God’s purpose gave Jesus the prominent role;
Yet, lowly in heart, he was always whole-souled.
2. To all who are toiling with troublesome cares,
He offers to carry the burdens they bear.
Refreshment they find as the Kingdom they seek.
With kindness and mildness, he favors the meek.
3. ‘We all are just brothers,’ our Lord Jesus said.
In humble submission, we look to our Head.
The mild and the meek ones to God have great worth;
He promises they will inherit the earth.
(See also Prov. 3:34; Matt. 5:5; 23:8; Rom. 12:16.)



^ ***nwtsty 1 Timothy 5:4***
4 But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let these learn first to practice godly devotion in their own household and to repay their parents and grandparents what is due them, for this is acceptable in God’s sight.



^ ***sjj song 129 We Will Keep Enduring***
SONG 129
We Will Keep Enduring
(Matthew 24:13)
1. How can we endure
When trials come, as Jesus said?
Through his pain he saw
The joy of better things ahead.
God’s promise, God’s justice,
Were thoughts on which he fed.
(CHORUS)
We need to have endurance.
Our faith we must defend.
His love is our assurance.
So we will keep enduring to the end.
2. Though the passing years
May bring us sorrow, bring us pain;
There beyond the tears,
We see the life that we can gain.
To be there, feel free there,
Determined we remain.
(CHORUS)
We need to have endurance.
Our faith we must defend.
His love is our assurance.
So we will keep enduring to the end.
3. We will not give up
Nor see the need for doubt or fear.
Faithfully we’ll serve
Until Jehovah’s day is here.
Let’s keep on enduring.
That time is very near.
(CHORUS)
We need to have endurance.
Our faith we must defend.
His love is our assurance.
So we will keep enduring to the end.
(See also Acts 20:19, 20; Jas. 1:12; 1 Pet. 4:12-14.)









^ ***sjj song 54 “This Is the Way”***
SONG 54
“This Is the Way”
(Isaiah 30:20, 21)
1. There is a way of peace,
The way you’ve come to know.
It is the way you learned,
The way of long ago,
The way that Jesus taught you
When his voice you heard.
This is the way of peace,
Found in Jehovah’s Word.
(CHORUS)
This is the way to life; This is the way.
Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!
God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the way;
Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’
2. There is a way of love,
No need to look around.
God’s voice has shown the way
He lets himself be found.
His love is full and good;
His love is warm and true.
This is the way of love;
It touches all we do.
(CHORUS)
This is the way to life; This is the way.
Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!
God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the way;
Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’
3. There is a way of life,
No need to look behind.
Our God has promised us:
No better way we’ll find,
No higher way to peace,
No finer way to love.
This is the way to life,
Thanks to our God above.
(CHORUS)
This is the way to life; This is the way.
Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!
God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the way;
Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’
(See also Ps. 32:8; 139:24; Prov. 6:23.)



^ ***lff lesson 10***
LESSON 10
How Can the Meetings of Jehovah’s Witnesses Benefit You?
Have you been invited to a meeting of Jehovah’s Witnesses? If you have not yet attended, you may feel a little nervous about attending for the first time. You may wonder: ‘What happens at these meetings? Why are they important? Why should I attend?’ In this lesson, you will learn how meeting with others can draw you closer to God and help you personally.
1. What is the most important reason for meeting together?
Note how a Bible writer expressed the most important reason for meeting with others: “In the great congregation, I will praise Jehovah.” (Psalm 26:12) Likewise, Jehovah’s Witnesses find great joy in meeting together. Around the world, they meet each week to praise God, to sing, and to pray. A few times each year, they also attend larger gatherings for worship.
2. What will you learn at our meetings?
At the meetings, we focus on God’s Word, “clearly explaining it and putting meaning into it.” (Read Nehemiah 8:8.) By attending, you will learn about Jehovah and his wonderful qualities. As you get to know more about his love for you, you will draw closer to him. You will also discover how he can help you to have a satisfying life.​—Isaiah 48:17, 18.
3. How can you benefit from associating with others at our meetings?
Jehovah directs us to “consider one another so as to incite to love and fine works, not forsaking our meeting together.” (Hebrews 10:24, 25) At our meetings, you will meet people who truly care about one another and who, like you, are interested in learning more about God. You will hear them share encouraging thoughts from the Bible. (Read Romans 1:11, 12.) You will also be able to talk to others who are dealing successfully with the problems that single and married people face. These are just some reasons why Jehovah wants us to meet together regularly!
DIG DEEPER
Find out what meetings of Jehovah’s Witnesses are like and why it is worth the effort to attend these meetings.
4. Meetings of Jehovah’s Witnesses
In the first century, Christians regularly met together to worship Jehovah. (Romans 16:3-5) Read Colossians 3:16, and then discuss this question:
• How did the early Christians worship Jehovah?
Today, the Witnesses also regularly meet together at their places of worship. To see what their meetings are like, play the VIDEO. Then, look at the picture of a congregation meeting, and discuss the questions that follow.
VIDEO: What Happens at a Kingdom Hall? (2:12)
• What similarities did you notice between what happens at a Kingdom Hall and what you read at Colossians 3:16?
• In the video or in the picture, did you notice anything else about the meetings that appeals to you?
Read 2 Corinthians 9:7, and then discuss this question:
• Why are meetings of Jehovah’s Witnesses free of charge?
Along with your teacher, look at what will be discussed at one of this week’s meetings.
• What part of the meeting sounds most interesting or useful to you?
Did you know?
On jw.org, you can find out where and when meetings are held all over the world.
A. Our meetings include talks, demonstrations, and videos. Meetings begin and end with song and prayer
B. During some parts of the program, the audience is invited to comment
C. Everyone is welcome​—families, single ones, the elderly, and children
D. Our meetings are free. Jehovah’s Witnesses do not charge admission or pass a collection plate
5. Effort is required to attend meetings
Consider the example of Jesus’ family. To attend a yearly event, they had to walk some 60 miles (100 km) through mountainous terrain from Nazareth to Jerusalem. Read Luke 2:39-42, and then discuss these questions:
• Do you think that this journey to Jerusalem took effort?
• Why might you have to put forth effort to attend meetings?
• Do you think it is worth it? Why?
The Bible says that meeting together for worship is very important. Read Hebrews 10:24, 25, and then discuss this question:
• Why should we attend meetings regularly?
SOME PEOPLE SAY: “You don’t need to meet with others. It’s enough to study the Bible at home.”
• What scripture or Bible example reveals what Jehovah wants?
SUMMARY
Attending meetings will help you to learn more about Jehovah, to deepen your friendship with him, and to worship him with others.
Review
• Why does Jehovah encourage us to meet together?
• What will you learn at the meetings of Jehovah’s Witnesses?
• How else do you think you could benefit from attending the meetings?
Lesson completed on: __________
Goal
◼ Attend a meeting and get to know some of the people who are there.
◼ Other: __________
EXPLORE
What if you are nervous about attending a meeting? See how a man who felt that way came to love the meetings.
We Will Never Forget the Greeting (4:16)
See how a young man enjoyed the meetings and what he did to keep attending.
I Liked the Meetings So Much! (4:33)
Learn how others feel about attending meetings.
“Why Attend Meetings at the Kingdom Hall?” (Web article)
Find out how a violent gang member’s life changed after attending a meeting of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
“I Never Went Anywhere Without My Gun” (The Watchtower, July 1, 2014)
​​[Pictures on pages 42-43]
During a meeting
Before and after a meeting
​​​​[Map on page 43]
Nazareth
Jerusalem
​​​​​​​​​​​​



^ ***nwtsty 2 Corinthians 10:4***
4 For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful by God for overturning strongly entrenched things.



^ ***sjj song 64 Sharing Joyfully in the Harvest***
SONG 64
Sharing Joyfully in the Harvest
(Matthew 13:1-23)
1. We live in the time of the harvest,
A priv’lege beyond all compare.
The wheat fields stand ready before us,
And eagerly we have a share.
With Jesus, our finest example,
Directing our work in the field,
How happy and honored we feel each day.
We joyfully share in the yield.
2. True love for our God and our neighbor
Now moves us to speed up our pace.
Both preaching and teaching are urgent,
For shortly the end we will face.
The joy we receive is a blessing,
A gift that Jehovah provides.
By faith we endure till this work is done
And joyfully share at his side.
(See also Matt. 24:13; 1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Tim. 4:2.)
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