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Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana, 1925





1925​—One Hundred Years Ago


“WITH great expectation Christians have looked forward to this year,” stated The Watch Tower of January 1, 1925. However, the article continued: “Christians should not be so deeply concerned about what may transpire during this year that they would fail to joyfully do what the Lord would have them to do.” What did the Bible Students expect to happen in 1925? And how did they remain busy in the Lord’s work despite disappointments?




EXPECTATION POSTPONED

In 1925 many Bible Students expected the restoration of the earthly Paradise. Why? Brother Albert Schroeder, who later served on the Governing Body, explained: “It was thought that then the remnant of Christ’s anointed followers would go to heaven to be part of the Kingdom and that the faithful men of old, such as Abraham, David and others, would be resurrected as princes to take over the government of the earth as part of God’s kingdom.” As the year progressed and their hopes did not materialize, some understandably became disappointed.​—Prov. 13:12.

In spite of this disappointment, most Bible Students remained busy in the preaching work and became increasingly aware of their responsibility to be Witnesses of Jehovah. Consider, for example, the work they did to broadcast the truth far and wide.

RADIO BROADCASTING EXPANDS

Building on the success of the WBBR radio station during the preceding year, the Bible Students constructed another powerful radio station, this time near Chicago, Illinois. The call sign for the new station was WORD. “On cold winter nights,” recalled Ralph Leffler, a radio engineer who worked to construct the station, “WORD was heard far and wide.” For example, one family living more than 5,000 kilometers (3,000 mi) away in Pilot Station, Alaska, tuned in to one of the first broadcasts. After listening, the family wrote a letter to those working at the station to thank them for providing such an encouraging spiritual program.



[image: ]

Left: Transmission towers of WORD at Batavia, Illinois

Right: Ralph Leffler working at the radio station





Elaborating on the station’s amazing coverage, The Watch Tower of December 1, 1925, stated: “WORD is one of the super-stations of the United States, operating at 5,000 watts. The reception of this station has been good on both the Atlantic and Pacific seaboards, Cuba and the extreme northern part of Alaska. Many who have never before heard of the truth have been interested by hearing this station.”



[image: ]

George Naish





During this same time, the Bible Students were also making efforts to expand the use of radio to preach the good news in Canada. In 1924 radio station CHUC was built in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. It was one of the first religious radio stations in Canada. By 1925 the tiny station needed to relocate. So the Watch Tower Society took ownership of the station and moved its broadcasting studios to the Regent Building, an old theater in Saskatoon that they purchased and renovated for this purpose.

Thanks to this station, many people living in the sparsely populated regions of Saskatchewan heard the good news for the first time. For example, in one isolated town, a Mrs. Graham wrote to request Bible literature after listening to a broadcast. Brother George Naish recalled, “Her cry ‘Teach us!’ seemed so loud and clear that we sent her the entire set of Studies in the Scriptures.” Soon, Mrs. Graham was spreading the Kingdom message even farther afield.

CLARIFYING OUR BELIEFS

The March 1, 1925, issue of The Watch Tower contained a landmark article entitled “Birth of the Nation.” Why was this article so important? For some time, the Bible Students had known that Satan had an organization composed of invisible wicked spirits in heaven and of religious, commercial, and political elements on the earth. However, by means of this article, “the faithful and discreet slave” helped the brotherhood to discern that Jehovah too has an organization, one that is completely distinct from Satan’s organization and in opposition to it. (Matt. 24:45) In addition, the slave explained that God’s Kingdom had been born in 1914 and that in this year, as a result of the ‘war that broke out in heaven,’ Satan and his demons were cast out of heaven and were now confined to the earth.​—Rev. 12:7-9.

Some found this new understanding difficult to accept. Acknowledging this, the article admonished: “If there are readers of the Watch Tower who cannot agree with what is here stated, then it is suggested that such calmly and carefully wait upon the Lord, always keeping a pure heart.”

Tom Eyre, a colporteur (now known as a pioneer) from Britain, however, related how most of the Bible Students felt about that article: “The brothers were thrilled with this explanation of Revelation 12. Once we realized that the Kingdom had been established in the heavens, we were very enthusiastic to share this good news with others. It certainly roused us to increased activity and enabled us to see how Jehovah was leading his people on to greater things.”

WITNESSING FOR JEHOVAH

Today, Jehovah’s Witnesses are well-acquainted with the words of Isaiah 43:10: “‘You are my witnesses,’ declares Jehovah, ‘Yes, my servant whom I have chosen.’” However, prior to 1925, this scripture had rarely been considered in our publications. That was about to change. During 1925, The Watch Tower considered the subject of Isaiah 43:10 and 12 in 11 issues of the magazine!

At the end of August 1925, the Bible Students gathered at a convention in Indianapolis, Indiana. In a welcome message printed on the convention program, Joseph F. Rutherford stated: “We have come to this convention to obtain . . . strength from the Lord that we may go back to the field with renewed energy to be his witnesses.” Throughout the eight-day convention, attendees were encouraged to witness about Jehovah at every opportunity.

On Saturday, August 29, Brother Rutherford considered the theme “A Call to Action.” In his talk, he stressed the importance of witnessing: “Jehovah says to his people . . . : ‘Ye are my witnesses . . . that I am God.’ Then there comes to them the clear command, ringing out with no uncertain tones: ‘Lift up a standard for the people.’ There is none other on earth to lift up a standard or ensign to the people except [his people], those who have the spirit of the Lord, and who are therefore his witnesses.”​—Isa. 43:12; 62:10.



[image: The tract containing the “Message of Hope” resolution.]

The tract Message of Hope





After Brother Rutherford’s talk, the audience unanimously adopted the resolution entitled “Message of Hope,” which pointed to God’s Kingdom as the real hope for receiving “the blessings of peace, prosperity, health, life, liberty and eternal happiness.” This resolution was later translated into several languages and printed in tract form. Some 40 million copies were distributed.

The Bible Students did not officially adopt the name Jehovah’s Witnesses for several more years. Yet, they were becoming increasingly aware of their responsibility to be his witnesses.

RETURNING TO VISIT INTERESTED ONES

As the number of Bible Students increased worldwide, so did the encouragement for them to recanvass, or return to visit, those who had previously shown interest in the good news. Following the campaign for distributing the tract Message of Hope, the Bulletin* directed: “Arrange for the recanvassing of homes in which the workers did not place literature, but where a copy of the Message of Hope was left.”

The January 1925 issue of the Bulletin included the following report from a Bible Student in Plano, Texas: “We are impressed with the fact that territory that has been canvassed several times is often better than new fields. A little town in our territory has been canvassed five times during the last ten years. . . . Recently, Sister Hendrix and my mother recanvassed it and placed more books than [ever] before.”

And in the country of Panama, a colporteur wrote: “Many people who drove me from their door manifest a changed attitude when I return a second or third time. Most of my activities this year are confined to recanvassing those called on at some time in the past; and my experience with some of them is delightful.”

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

In his annual letter to all colporteurs, Brother Rutherford summed up the year’s activity and pointed forward to the work ahead. He said: “During the past year it has been your privilege to comfort many who were sad. This work has brought joy to your heart . . . The year just before you will afford opportunities to be witnesses for God and his kingdom and to hold up his standard for the people. . . . Together let us continue to lift up the voice and sing the praise of our God and our King.”

As the year 1925 drew to a close, the brothers were making plans to expand their facilities in Brooklyn. The year 1926 would mark the beginning of the largest construction project that the organization had ever undertaken.





[image: A construction site where brothers are working on the early stages of a new building.]

Construction on Adams Street, Brooklyn, New York, 1926







^  Now Our Christian Life and Ministry​—Meeting Workbook.






^ (Prov. 13:12) Expectation* postponed makes the heart sick, But a desire realized is a tree of life.

Or “Hope.”


^ (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?



^ (Rev. 12:7-9) And war broke out in heaven: Miʹcha·el* and his angels battled with the dragon, and the dragon and its angels battled 8 but they did not prevail,* nor was a place found for them any longer in heaven. 9 So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.

Meaning “Who Is Like God?”
Or possibly, “but it [that is, the dragon] was defeated.”


^ (Rev. 12:1-17) Then a great sign was seen in heaven: A woman was arrayed* with the sun, and the moon was beneath her feet, and on her head was a crown of 12 stars, 2 and she was pregnant. And she was crying out in her pains and in her agony to give birth. 3 Another sign was seen in heaven. Look! A great fiery-colored dragon, with seven heads and ten horns and on its heads seven diadems;* 4 and its tail drags a third of the stars of heaven, and it hurled them down to the earth. And the dragon kept standing before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she did give birth, it might devour her child. 5 And she gave birth to a son, a male, who is to shepherd all the nations with an iron rod. And her child was snatched* away to God and to his throne. 6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God and where they would feed her for 1,260 days. 7 And war broke out in heaven: Miʹcha·el* and his angels battled with the dragon, and the dragon and its angels battled 8 but they did not prevail,* nor was a place found for them any longer in heaven. 9 So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him. 10 I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our God! 11 And they conquered him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their witnessing, and they did not love their souls* even in the face of death. 12 On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.” 13 Now when the dragon saw that it had been hurled down to the earth, it persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child. 14 But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, so that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is to be fed for a time and times and half a time* away from the face of the serpent. 15 And the serpent spewed out water like a river from its mouth after the woman, to cause her to be drowned by the river. 16 But the earth came to the woman’s help, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the river that the dragon spewed out from its mouth. 17 So the dragon became enraged at the woman and went off to wage war with the remaining ones of her offspring,* who observe the commandments of God and have the work of bearing witness concerning Jesus.

Or “clothed.”
Or “royal headbands.”
Or “caught.”
Meaning “Who Is Like God?”
Or possibly, “but it [that is, the dragon] was defeated.”
Or “lives.” See Glossary.
That is, three and a half times.
Lit., “seed.”


^ (Isa. 43:10) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none.

Or “and trust me.”


^ (Isa. 43:10) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none.

Or “and trust me.”


^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.



^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.



^ (Isa. 62:10) Pass through, pass through the gates. Clear the way for the people. Build up, build up the highway. Rid it of stones. Raise up a signal* for the peoples.

Or “signal pole.”








STUDY ARTICLE 40




SONG 111 Our Reasons for Joy



Jehovah Is Our “Exceeding Joy”



“I will come . . . to God, my exceeding joy.”​—PS. 43:4.




FOCUS

To help us identify what may rob us of our joy and how we can recover our joy if we lose it.




1-2. (a) What situation do many face today? (b) What will we discuss in this article?


Your answers



OUR world is obsessed with the pursuit of happiness. And yet, lasting joy remains elusive. Many are overwhelmed by feelings of emptiness and sadness. Jehovah’s people are not immune to these feelings. Because we are living in “the last days,” we expect to encounter situations and face emotions that are “hard to deal with.”​—2 Tim. 3:1.

2 In this article, we will discuss what things can rob us of our joy and how we can recover our joy if we lose it. But first, we must identify the Source of true happiness and joy.

THE SOURCE OF TRUE HAPPINESS AND JOY

 3. What does creation teach us about Jehovah? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



3 Jehovah has always been happy. And he wants us to be happy, joyful. So it is not surprising that we see his joy reflected in his creation​—our beautiful planet, the endless variety of colors around us, the playful antics of animals, and an abundance of delicious food. God truly loves us and wants us to enjoy life!



[image: Collage: The playful nature of various animals. 1. A baby elephant frolics in the water. 2. Penguin chicks waddle across the snow. 3. Baby goats playfully jump around in a field. 4. Dolphins propel themselves out of the water.]
Baby elephant: Image © Romi Gamit/​Shutterstock; penguin chicks: Vladimir Seliverstov/​500px via Getty Images; baby goats: Rita Kochmarjova/​stock.adobe.com; two dolphins: georgeclerk/​E+ via Getty Images


The playful antics of animals reflect Jehovah’s joy (See paragraph 3)







 4. (a) How can Jehovah remain happy despite the suffering he sees in the world? (b) What is Jehovah’s gift to us? (Psalm 16:11)


Your answers



4 Although Jehovah is “the happy God,” he is fully aware of the heartache and suffering in the world. (1 Tim. 1:11) But he has not allowed this reality to diminish his joy. He knows that all suffering is temporary​—he himself has set its expiration date. And he is patiently enduring until the day when he will undo all sorrow and suffering forever. In the meantime, Jehovah understands what we are going through and wants to help us. How does he help us? For one thing, he gives us the gift of joy. (Read Psalm 16:11.) Note how he shared that gift with his Son, Jesus.

5-6. Why is Jesus joyful?


Your answer



5 From among all of Jehovah’s creations, Jesus is the happiest. Why? Consider two reasons. (1) “He is the image of the invisible God” and perfectly reflects his Father’s personality in every way. (Col. 1:15; see “happy” study note on 1 Timothy 6:15.) (2) Jesus has spent the most time with his Father, who is the Source of happiness.

6 Jesus has always found joy in doing whatever his Father asks him to do. (Prov. 8:30, 31; John 8:29) As a result of his faithful course, he has the favor and the approval of Jehovah.​—Matt. 3:17.

 7. How can we find true joy?


Your answer



7 We too can find true joy by drawing close to Jehovah, the Source of happiness. The more time we spend learning about Jehovah and imitating him, the happier we will be. We will also find joy in doing God’s will and in knowing that we have his approval.* (Ps. 33:12) But what if we feel an occasional or even a persistent lack of joy? Does this mean that we do not have God’s approval? No! We are imperfect and at times suffer from pain, sadness, and depression. Jehovah understands this. (Ps. 103:14) Let us discuss what things can rob us of our joy and how we can recover our joy.

Look to Jehovah for Joy


Pray for Jehovah’s holy spirit. We have to look to Jehovah to gain joy because joy is part of the fruitage of his holy spirit. (Gal. 5:22) With the help of Jehovah’s holy spirit, we can “endure fully with patience and joy” even when we face trials.​—Col. 1:11.

Focus on worshipping Jehovah. Regularly study God’s Word and our publications. Take every opportunity to share the “good news of a great joy” with others. (Luke 2:10) Those who make worshipping Jehovah a priority are the happiest people.​—Ps. 65:4.

Obey Jehovah at all times. Remember that Jehovah’s laws are for your benefit. Obedience to Jehovah does not restrict our freedom, rather, it leads to our happiness.​—Luke 11:28.





DO NOT ALLOW ANYTHING TO STEAL YOUR JOY

 8. How can life’s problems affect us?


Your answer



8 Thief No. 1: Life’s problems. Are you experiencing the effects of persecution, a natural disaster, poverty, sickness, or old age? We can easily be robbed of our joy when facing such problems, especially when we have little or no control over a situation. The Bible realistically acknowledges that “heartache crushes the spirit.” (Prov. 15:13) Babis, an elder who lost his brother and both of his parents in death within a four-year period, says: “I felt alone and helpless. At times, I also felt torn because I had so much to deal with and I could not spend quality time with my parents and my brother before they died.” Life’s problems can indeed drain us physically and emotionally.

 9. What can help us recover our joy? (Jeremiah 29:4-7, 10)


Your answer



9 What can help us recover our joy? We can recover our joy by being realistic and grateful. The world promotes the idea that our life has to be picture-perfect for us to be happy. But this is not true. For example, Jehovah instructed the Jewish exiles in Babylon to accept their new reality as captives in a foreign land and to do their best under those difficult circumstances. (Read Jeremiah 29:4-7, 10.) The lesson? Try to accept your circumstances, and be grateful for the good things in your life. Remember, Jehovah will help you along the way. (Ps. 63:7; 146:5) Effie, who was in an accident that left her paralyzed, says: “I received a lot of help and support from Jehovah, my family, and the congregation. So I felt that it would be ungrateful of me if I just gave up. I want to show my gratitude to Jehovah and to the friends for their immense help.”

10. Why can we be joyful even when we face problems?


Your answer



10 Even when our life is far from ideal or when terrible things happen to us or to our family, we can still be joyful.* (Ps. 126:5) Why? Because our joy does not depend on our circumstances. Maria, a pioneer, says: “When you are faced with problems, staying joyful does not mean that you are suppressing your feelings. Rather, it means that you have not forgotten Jehovah’s promises. Our Father will help us to protect our joy.” Remember, no matter how hard things are now, all our problems are temporary​—like footprints on a beach. Very soon they will be washed away, leaving no trace behind.

11. How does the apostle Paul’s example encourage you?


Your answer



11 What if we start to wonder whether our problems are proof that we have lost Jehovah’s approval? It may help to think of other faithful servants of Jehovah who faced very difficult situations. Consider the example of the apostle Paul. He was chosen by Jesus himself to bring the truth “to the nations as well as to kings and the sons of Israel.” (Acts 9:15) What a privilege! Yet, Paul’s life was far from trouble free. (2 Cor. 11:23-27) Did the seemingly endless troubles Paul faced mean that he had lost Jehovah’s approval? Of course not! On the contrary, his endurance showed that he had Jehovah’s blessing. (Rom. 5:3-5) Now think about your situation. You are enduring faithfully despite all the trials you are facing. So you too can be sure that you have Jehovah’s approval.

12. How might unfulfilled expectations rob us of our joy?


Your answer



12 Thief No. 2: Unfulfilled expectations. (Prov. 13:12) Our love and gratitude for Jehovah motivate us to set goals in his service. However, if the goals we set are not realistic for our circumstances, we could become downhearted. (Prov. 17:22) A pioneer named Holly says: “I wanted to attend the School for Kingdom Evangelizers, to serve abroad, or to work on the Ramapo construction project. But my circumstances changed, and I was no longer able to reach out for those goals. I was disappointed. It is frustrating when you want to accomplish things, but you can’t.” Many share such feelings.

13. If our circumstances limit what we can do, what realistic goals can we set?


Your answer



13 What can help us recover our joy? Remember that Jehovah is not demanding. He does not expect too much from us; nor does he determine our worth based on what we are able to accomplish in his service. Jehovah wants us to be modest and faithful. (Mic. 6:8; 1 Cor. 4:2) He cares more about who we are on the inside than about what we do. Would it be reasonable for us to expect more of ourselves than Jehovah does?* Certainly not! So if your circumstances limit what you can do in Jehovah’s service, try focusing on what is within your reach. Could you become a mentor for younger ones or a strengthening aid for older ones? Could you set the goal of encouraging someone in person, by phone, or even by means of a text message? Jehovah will bless you with joy as you work toward such meaningful and realistic goals! And keep in mind that very soon, we will have endless opportunities in Jehovah’s new world to serve him in ways we cannot even imagine! Holly, mentioned earlier, concluded: “I sit back and think to myself, ‘I have eternity.’ With Jehovah’s help, I can fulfill some of my goals in the new world.”

14. What else can rob us of our joy?


Your answer



14 Thief No. 3: Self-indulgence. Some use social media to promote the idea that true happiness and fulfillment come from pleasing ourselves. People are encouraged to make such things as hobbies, shopping, and travel their primary focus. It is not wrong to enjoy these pleasures. Jehovah has created us in a way that we can appreciate beautiful things. However, many have found that what they thought would bring them joy actually robbed them of it. Eva, a pioneer, says, “When your life revolves around pleasing yourself, nothing is ever enough.” Self-indulgence can leave us feeling deflated and empty.

15. What lesson can we learn from King Solomon?


Your answer



15 We can learn from King Solomon’s experience with regard to the sad outcome of self-indulgence. He tried to find happiness by satisfying his personal desires, such as enjoying good food, beautiful music, and all the fine things money could buy in his day. But he was left feeling dissatisfied. He said: “The eye is not satisfied at seeing; nor is the ear filled from hearing.” (Eccl. 1:8; 2:1-11) The world’s ideas about what brings real joy are like counterfeit money. They appear to be valuable; yet, they cannot deliver on what they promise.

16. How can giving to others help us recover our joy? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



16 What can help us recover our joy? Jesus taught us that “there is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.” (Acts 20:35) An elder named Alekos says: “I focus on doing simple things for others. The more I give, the more my attention shifts away from me, and I am joyful.” What can you do for others? If you see someone struggling, try to encourage him. You may not be able to solve his problems, but you can comfort him by listening with empathy, by being compassionate, and by reminding him to throw his burden on Jehovah. (Ps. 55:22; 68:19) You can also help him to appreciate that Jehovah has not abandoned him. (Ps. 37:28; Isa. 59:1) You might even offer to do something practical for him, such as prepare a meal or just go for a walk together. Invite him to join you in the ministry, which will lift his spirits. Allow yourself to be a tool in Jehovah’s hands. Focusing on others rather than on ourselves will give us genuine joy!​—Prov. 11:25.



[image: Collage: 1. A sister sits alone at a coffee shop and scrolls through her phone. Numerous shopping bags surround her. 2. She joyfully visits with an elderly sister at her home and brings her a bouquet of flowers.]

Instead of focusing on your wants, focus on the needs of others (See paragraph 16)*







17. How is our joy connected to Jehovah? (Psalm 43:4)


Your answer



17 We can be truly happy if we continue to draw close to our heavenly Father. The Bible assures us that Jehovah is our “exceeding joy.” (Read Psalm 43:4.) So no matter what we are experiencing in life, we can feel secure. Let us then keep our focus on Jehovah, the unfailing Source of our joy!​—Ps. 144:15.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  Why are Jehovah and Jesus happy?


Your answer





	  What can rob us of our joy?


Your answer





	  How can we recover our joy when we lose it?


Your answer












SONG 155 Our Joy Eternally



^  See the box “Look to Jehovah for Joy.”


^  As an example, see on jw.org the interview of Dennis and Irina Christensen in the 2023 Governing Body Update #5.


^  For more information, see the article “Cultivate Reasonable Expectations, and Be Joyful” in the July 15, 2008, issue of The Watchtower.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A sister goes on a shopping spree to buy things for herself but finds more joy in buying flowers for an older sister who needs encouragement.






^ (Ps. 43:4) Then I will come to the altar of God, To God, my exceeding joy. And I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God.



^  (2 Tim. 3:1) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.



^ (Ps. 16:11) You make known to me the path of life. In your presence* is abundant joy; There is happiness* at your right hand forever.

Lit., “With your face.”
Or “pleasantness.”


^  (1 Tim. 1:11) according to the glorious good news of the happy God, with which I was entrusted.



^  (Ps. 16:11) You make known to me the path of life. In your presence* is abundant joy; There is happiness* at your right hand forever.

Lit., “With your face.”
Or “pleasantness.”


^  (Col. 1:15) He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;



^  (1 Tim. 6:15) which the happy and only Potentate will show in its* own appointed times. He is the King of those who rule as kings and Lord of those who rule as lords,

Or possibly, “his.”


^  (Prov. 8:30, 31) Then I was beside him as a master worker. I was the one he was especially fond of day by day; I rejoiced before him all the time; 31 I rejoiced over his habitable earth, And I was especially fond of the sons of men.*

Or “mankind.”


^  (John 8:29) And the One who sent me is with me; he did not abandon me to myself, because I always do the things pleasing to him.”



^  (Matt. 3:17) Look! Also, a voice from the heavens said: “This is my Son, the beloved, whom I have approved.”



^  (Ps. 33:12) Happy is the nation whose God is Jehovah, The people he has chosen as his own possession.



^  (Ps. 103:14) For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^ (Gal. 5:22) On the other hand, the fruitage of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith,



^ (Col. 1:11) and may you be strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may endure fully with patience and joy,



^ (Luke 2:10) But the angel said to them: “Do not be afraid, for look! I am declaring to you good news of a great joy that all the people will have.



^ (Ps. 65:4) Happy is the one whom you choose and bring near To reside in your courtyards. We will be satisfied with the goodness of your house, Your holy temple.*

Or “sanctuary.”


^ (Luke 11:28) But he said: “No, rather, happy are those hearing the word of God and keeping it!”



^  (Prov. 15:13) A joyful heart makes for a cheerful countenance, But heartache crushes the spirit.



^ (Jer. 29:4-7) “This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says to all the exiled people, whom I have caused to go into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, 5 ‘Build houses and live in them. Plant gardens and eat their fruit. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Become many there, and do not decrease. 7 And seek the peace of the city to which I have exiled you, and pray in its behalf to Jehovah, for in its peace you will have peace.



^ (Jer. 29:10) “For this is what Jehovah says, ‘When 70 years at Babylon are fulfilled, I will turn my attention to you, and I will make good my promise by bringing you back to this place.’



^  (Jer. 29:4-7) “This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says to all the exiled people, whom I have caused to go into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, 5 ‘Build houses and live in them. Plant gardens and eat their fruit. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Become many there, and do not decrease. 7 And seek the peace of the city to which I have exiled you, and pray in its behalf to Jehovah, for in its peace you will have peace.



^  (Jer. 29:10) “For this is what Jehovah says, ‘When 70 years at Babylon are fulfilled, I will turn my attention to you, and I will make good my promise by bringing you back to this place.’



^  (Ps. 63:7) For you are my helper, And I shout joyfully in the shadow of your wings.



^  (Ps. 146:5) Happy is the one who has the God of Jacob as his helper, Whose hope is in Jehovah his God,



^  (Ps. 126:5) Those sowing seed with tears Will reap with a joyful shout.



^  (Acts 9:15) But the Lord said to him: “Go! because this man is a chosen vessel* to me to bear my name to the nations as well as to kings and the sons of Israel.

Or “tool; instrument.”


^  (2 Cor. 11:23-27) Are they ministers of Christ? I reply like a madman, I am more outstandingly one: I have done more work, been imprisoned more often, suffered countless beatings, and experienced many near-deaths. 24 Five times I received 40 strokes less one from the Jews, 25 three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I experienced shipwreck, a night and a day I have spent in the open sea; 26 in journeys often, in dangers from rivers, in dangers from robbers, in dangers from my own people, in dangers from the nations, in dangers in the city, in dangers in the wilderness, in dangers at sea, in dangers among false brothers, 27 in labor and toil, in sleepless nights often, in hunger and thirst, frequently without food, in cold and lacking clothing.



^  (Rom. 5:3-5) Not only that, but let us rejoice while in tribulations, since we know that tribulation produces endurance; 4 endurance, in turn, an approved condition; the approved condition, in turn, hope, 5 and the hope does not lead to disappointment; because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through the holy spirit, which was given to us.



^  (Prov. 13:12) Expectation* postponed makes the heart sick, But a desire realized is a tree of life.

Or “Hope.”


^  (Prov. 17:22) A joyful heart is good medicine,* But a crushed spirit saps one’s strength.*

Or “good for healing.”
Or “dries up the bones.”


^  (Mic. 6:8) He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”


^  (1 Cor. 4:2) In this regard, what is expected of stewards is that they be found faithful.



^  (Eccl. 1:8) All things are wearisome; No one can even speak of it. The eye is not satisfied at seeing; Nor is the ear filled from hearing.



^  (Eccl. 2:1-11) Then I said in my heart: “Come and let me try out pleasure* and see what good comes.” But look! that too was futility.  2 I said about laughter, “It is madness!” And about pleasure,* “What use is it?” 3 I explored with my heart by indulging myself with wine, all the while maintaining my own wisdom; I even embraced foolishness to find out what was the best thing for humans to do during their few days of life under the heavens. 4 I undertook great works. I built houses for myself; I planted vineyards for myself. 5 I made gardens and parks for myself, and I planted in them all sorts of fruit trees. 6 I made pools of water for myself, to irrigate a grove* of flourishing trees. 7 I acquired male and female servants, and I had servants born in my household.* I also acquired much livestock—cattle and flocks—more than any of my predecessors in Jerusalem. 8 I accumulated silver and gold for myself, the treasures of* kings and of provinces. I gathered male and female singers for myself, as well as what brings great pleasure to the sons of men—a woman, yes, many women.* 9 So I grew great and surpassed anyone prior to me in Jerusalem. And my wisdom remained with me. 10 I did not deny myself anything that I desired.* I did not withhold from my heart any sort of pleasure,* for my heart was joyful because of all my hard work, and this was my reward* for all my hard work. 11 But when I reflected on all the works that my own hands had done and on all the hard work that I had toiled to accomplish, I saw that everything was futile, a chasing after the wind; there was nothing of real value* under the sun.

Or “rejoicing.”
Or “rejoicing.”
Or “forest.”
Lit., “sons of the house.”
Or “property peculiar to.”
Or “a lady, yes, ladies.”
Lit., “that my eyes asked for.”
Or “rejoicing.”
Or “portion.”
Or “of advantage.”


^  (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^  (Ps. 55:22) Throw your burden on Jehovah, And he will sustain you. Never will he allow the righteous one to fall.*

Or “stagger; totter.”


^  (Ps. 68:19) May Jehovah be praised, who daily carries our load, The true God of our salvation. (Selah)



^  (Ps. 37:28) For Jehovah loves justice, And he will not abandon his loyal ones. They will always be guarded; But the descendants of the wicked will be done away with.



^  (Isa. 59:1) Look! The hand of Jehovah is not too short to save, Nor is his ear too dull* to hear.

Lit., “heavy.”


^  (Prov. 11:25) The generous person* will prosper,* And whoever refreshes* others will himself be refreshed.

Or “soul.”
Lit., “will be made fat.”
Lit., “freely waters.”


^ (Ps. 43:4) Then I will come to the altar of God, To God, my exceeding joy. And I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God.



^  (Ps. 43:4) Then I will come to the altar of God, To God, my exceeding joy. And I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God.



^  (Ps. 144:15) Happy is the people for whom it is this way! Happy is the people whose God is Jehovah!









STUDY ARTICLE 41




SONG 108 God’s Loyal Love



God’s Love Is Enduring



“Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; his loyal love endures forever.”​—PS. 136:1.




FOCUS

To explain how having a Scriptural view of Jehovah’s love can help us fight discouragement when we face a trial.




1-2. What challenge do many Christians face?


Your answer



IMAGINE a boat in the middle of a turbulent storm. Churning waves are tossing the vessel up and down. That boat will go wherever the waves take it, unless someone uses an anchor. An anchor will steady the boat and keep it from drifting as the storm rages.

2 When you are enduring a turbulent trial, you might feel like that boat. Your emotions can go up and down. One day you are confident of Jehovah’s love and support; the next day you wonder if he even sees what you are going through. (Ps. 10:1; 13:1) Perhaps a friend offers words of comfort, and you feel better for a while. (Prov. 17:17; 25:11) But then the doubts return. You might even wonder if Jehovah has given up on you. How can you be anchored, so to speak, as you face a trial? In other words, how can you be assured​—and remain assured—​of Jehovah’s love and support?

 3. What is the meaning of “loyal love,” as mentioned at Psalm 31:7 and 136:1, and why can we say that Jehovah is the supreme example of it? (See also picture.)


Your answer



3 One way you can be anchored during a trial is to remember Jehovah’s loyal love. (Read Psalm 31:7; 136:1.) The term “loyal love” conveys the idea of a deep and lasting attachment that one person has for another. Jehovah is the supreme example of loyal love. In fact, the Bible describes him as being “abundant in loyal love.” (Ex. 34:6, 7) The Bible also says of Jehovah: “You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.” (Ps. 86:5) Think what that means: Jehovah never abandons his faithful servants! Remembering that Jehovah is loyal can anchor you as you face a turbulent trial.​—Ps. 23:4.



[image: A submerged sea anchor attached to a sailboat, helping to keep the boat from drifting during a storm.]

Just as an anchor keeps a boat from drifting when a storm rages, our confidence in Jehovah’s love will keep us stable as we face hardship (See paragraph 3)







THINK OF JEHOVAH’S LOVE AS A BASIC BIBLE TEACHING

 4. Give examples of basic Bible teachings, and explain why we are not easily swayed.


Your answer



4 Another way you can be anchored during a trial is to think of Jehovah’s love as a basic Bible teaching. What does the phrase “basic Bible teaching” mean to you? Perhaps you think of the doctrinal truths that you have learned from God’s Word. For example, you have learned that God’s name is Jehovah, that Jesus is God’s only-begotten Son, that the dead are unconscious, and that there will be an earthly paradise in which humans will live forever. (Ps. 83:18; Eccl. 9:5; John 3:16; Rev. 21:3, 4) Once you accepted those teachings, you were not easily swayed. Why? Because you came to realize that they are rooted in facts. Let us see how viewing Jehovah’s love as a basic Bible teaching can help you to dispel the thought that Jehovah does not care about or notice what you are going through.

 5. Describe how false teachings are overturned.


Your answer



5 When you first studied the Bible, what helped you to reject false teachings? Likely, you were helped by comparing what you were taught by your religion with what the Scriptures teach. Consider one example: Suppose you once believed that Jesus is Almighty God. As you studied the Bible, though, you asked yourself, ‘Is that teaching really true?’ After examining the Scriptural evidence, you were able to answer no. Then you replaced the false teaching with this Scriptural truth: Jesus is “the firstborn of all creation,” “the only-begotten Son of God.” (Col. 1:15; John 3:18) Of course, false teachings can be “strongly entrenched” and difficult to overturn. (2 Cor. 10:4, 5) But once you were able to do so, you did not return to the doctrines that you left behind.​—Phil. 3:13.

 6. Why can you be confident that Jehovah’s “loyal love endures forever”?


Your answer



6 You can take a similar approach regarding what the Bible teaches about Jehovah’s love. As you face a trial, if you begin to doubt Jehovah’s love, ask yourself, ‘Is my thinking sound?’ Compare your doubts about Jehovah’s love with the words of Psalm 136:1​—the theme scripture for this article. Why does Jehovah describe his love as “loyal”? Why is the thought that “his loyal love endures forever” repeated 26 times in that psalm? As we have considered, Jehovah’s loyal love for his people is a fundamental Bible teaching, much like other doctrines that you have readily accepted from God’s Word. The idea that Jehovah views you as worthless or unlovable is a falsehood. Reject that belief, just as firmly as you would reject any other false teaching!

 7. Give some examples of scriptures that provide assurances of Jehovah’s love.


Your answer



7 The Bible contains many other assurances of Jehovah’s love. For example, Jesus said to his followers: “You are worth more than many sparrows.” (Matt. 10:31) Jehovah himself said to his people: “I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.” (Isa. 41:10) Note how firm those statements are. Jesus does not say ‘You might be worth more,’ and Jehovah does not say ‘I might help you.’ Rather, they say: “You are worth more” and “I will help you.” If you ever doubt Jehovah’s love as you face a trial, such scriptures can do more than just help you feel better; they can help you know better. They are rooted in facts. Prayerfully meditating on that will move you to echo the words of 1 John 4:16: “We have come to know and believe the love that God has for us.”*

 8. What can you do if at times you doubt whether Jehovah loves you?


Your answer



8 What, though, if at times you still doubt Jehovah’s love? Compare what you feel with what you know. Feelings are not as reliable as facts, but Jehovah’s love as taught in the Scriptures is a fact. To think otherwise is to overlook the very core of Jehovah’s personality​—his love.​—1 John 4:8.

REFLECT ON JEHOVAH’S “AFFECTION FOR YOU”

9-10. What is the context of Jesus’ words “The Father himself has affection for you,” as recorded at John 16:26, 27? (See also picture.)


Your answer



9 We can learn more about Jehovah’s love by considering Jesus’ statement to his followers: “The Father himself has affection for you.” (Read John 16:26, 27.) Jesus did not say these words just to make his disciples feel good. In fact, the context reveals that he was not addressing their feelings at that moment. Rather, he was discussing a different matter​—prayer.

10 Jesus had just told his disciples that they should pray through him but not to him. (John 16:23, 24) It was important for them to know that. After his resurrection, the disciples might have been inclined to pray to Jesus. After all, they had come to know Jesus as a friend. They could have reasoned that his affection for them would move him to hear their entreaties and present their requests to the Father. However, Jesus said that they should not think this way. Why? Because, he told them: “The Father himself has affection for you.” That fact is part of the Bible’s basic teaching about prayer. Consider what that means for you: Through your study of the Bible, you have come to know and to love Jesus. (John 14:21) But like the first-century disciples, you can confidently pray to God, knowing that he “himself has affection for you.” You demonstrate your faith in those words each time you pray to Jehovah.​—1 John 5:14.



[image: Collage: A brother confidently praying about three important matters in his life as he sits on an outdoor bench. 1. His wife lies ill in bed as he brings her a meal. 2. His young daughter enjoys her Bible study with him. 3. He reviews a stack of financial statements.]

You can pray to Jehovah with confidence, knowing that he “himself has affection for you” (See paragraphs 9-10)*







UNDERSTAND WHERE DOUBTS COME FROM

11. Why would Satan be glad if we were to doubt Jehovah’s love?


Your answer



11 Where do doubts about Jehovah’s love come from? You might answer that they originate with Satan, and there is some truth to that. The Devil is “seeking to devour” us, and he would be glad if we were to doubt Jehovah’s love. (1 Pet. 5:8) After all, Jehovah’s love moved Him to provide the ransom​—something that Satan would like us to feel unworthy of. (Heb. 2:9) But who benefits if we doubt Jehovah’s love? Satan does. And whose purpose is served if we give up under hardship? It is Satan’s. Consider the irony of Satan’s attempt to make us doubt Jehovah’s love. Satan is really the one who has lost Jehovah’s love. Yet, in one of his most “crafty acts,” he tries to make us feel that we are the ones who are unloved and condemned by Jehovah. (Eph. 6:11) When we realize what our enemy is trying to do, we can strengthen our resolve to “oppose the Devil.”​—Jas. 4:7.

12-13. How might our inherited sinful condition cause us to doubt Jehovah’s love?


Your answer



12 Doubts about Jehovah’s love can come from another source. What would that be? Our inherited sinful condition. (Ps. 51:5; Rom. 5:12) Sin has alienated man from his Creator. It has also damaged his mind, heart, and body.

13 Sin has produced an emotional upheaval in us, causing us to feel guilt, anxiety, insecurity, and shame. We can experience those feelings when we commit a sin. But they can also surface because we are constantly aware of our sinful state​—a condition that is entirely out of harmony with the way we were created. (Rom. 8:20, 21) Just as a vehicle with a flat tire cannot operate at peak efficiency, we as imperfect people cannot function at our full potential, the way we were designed to. It is not surprising, therefore, that at times we struggle with doubts about Jehovah’s love. If that happens, we should remember that Jehovah is “the great and awe-inspiring God who . . . shows loyal love to those who love him and keep his commandments.”​—Neh. 1:5.

14. How can reflecting on the ransom help us dispel the idea that Jehovah could never love us? (Romans 5:8) (See also the box “Guard Against ‘the Deceptive Power of Sin.’”)


Your answer



14 True, we may occasionally feel that we are not worthy of Jehovah’s love. And strictly speaking, we are not worthy of it​—and that’s what makes it so profound. We do not earn Jehovah’s love on our own merit. Still, the ransom covers our sins, and Jehovah has made that provision because he loves us. (1 John 4:10) Remember, too, that Jesus came to save sinners, not perfect people. (Read Romans 5:8.) None of us can do things perfectly, and Jehovah does not expect us to. When we understand that our sinful condition can cause us to doubt Jehovah’s love, we can become even more determined to fight its grip on our thinking.​—Rom. 7:24, 25.

Guard Against “the Deceptive Power of Sin”


The Bible speaks of “the deceptive power of sin.” (Heb. 3:13) Besides enticing us to commit wrong acts, our sinful condition can be responsible for persistent doubts about Jehovah’s love. Indeed, sin has “deceptive power.”

We like to think that we are above being deceived. For example, we may believe that we will never be fooled by a scam artist who tries to defraud us. However, if we are not alert to this type of crime, it may cost us dearly.

Similarly, we need to be perceptive when our sinful condition tries to “scam” us into believing that Jehovah does not love us. Our sinful condition may cause us to dwell on our weaknesses, faults, and mistakes. But that is sin’s “deceptive power,” and we should reject it.





CHOOSE TO REMAIN LOYAL

15-16. If we remain loyal to Jehovah, of what can we be assured, and why? (2 Samuel 22:26)


Your answer



15 Jehovah wants us to make the right choice by “sticking to him.” (Deut. 30:19, 20) If we do so, we can be certain that he will remain loyal to us. (Read 2 Samuel 22:26.) As long as we remain loyal to Jehovah, we can count on him to help us through any situation that arises in our life.

16 As we have discussed, we have every reason to remain anchored as we face trials. We know that Jehovah loves us and will support us. That is what the Bible teaches. If we ever doubt his love, we can reflect on what we know to be true rather than on what we feel to be true. Let us remain confident in the Bible-based truth that Jehovah’s loyal love endures forever.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  How can we benefit by viewing Jehovah’s love as a basic Bible teaching?


Your answer





	  How might inherited sin cause us to doubt Jehovah’s love?


Your answer





	  How can we overcome doubts about Jehovah’s love?


Your answer












SONG 159 Give Jehovah Glory



^  Other examples include Deuteronomy 31:8, Psalm 94:14, and Isaiah 49:15.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A brother prays for help to care for his sick wife, to manage his finances with practical wisdom, and to train his daughter to love Jehovah.






^ (Ps. 136:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures forever.



^  (Ps. 10:1) Why, O Jehovah, do you stand at a distance? Why do you hide yourself in times of distress?



^  (Ps. 13:1) How long, O Jehovah, will you forget me? Forever? How long will you hide your face from me?



^  (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times And is a brother who is born for times of distress.



^  (Prov. 25:11) Like apples of gold in silver carvings* Is a word spoken at the right time.

Or “settings.”


^ (Ps. 31:7) I will rejoice greatly in your loyal love, For you have seen my affliction; You are aware of my deep distress.*

Or “the distresses of my soul.”


^ (Ps. 136:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures forever.



^  (Ps. 31:7) I will rejoice greatly in your loyal love, For you have seen my affliction; You are aware of my deep distress.*

Or “the distresses of my soul.”


^  (Ps. 136:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures forever.



^  (Ex. 34:6, 7) Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,* 7 showing loyal love to thousands, pardoning error and transgression and sin, but he will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons and upon grandsons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation.”

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^  (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^  (Ps. 23:4) Though I walk in the valley of deep shadow, I fear no harm, For you are with me; Your rod and your staff reassure me.*

Or “comfort me.”


^  (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^  (Eccl. 9:5) For the living know* that they will die, but the dead know nothing at all, nor do they have any more reward,* because all memory of them is forgotten.

Or “are conscious.”
Or “wages.”


^  (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^  (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^  (Col. 1:15) He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;



^  (John 3:18) Whoever exercises faith in him is not to be judged. Whoever does not exercise faith has been judged already, because he has not exercised faith in the name of the only-begotten Son of God.



^  (2 Cor. 10:4, 5) For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful by God for overturning strongly entrenched things. 5 For we are overturning reasonings and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are bringing every thought into captivity to make it obedient to the Christ;



^  (Phil. 3:13) Brothers, I do not yet consider myself as having taken hold of it; but one thing is certain: Forgetting the things behind and stretching forward to the things ahead,



^  (Ps. 136:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures forever.



^  (Matt. 10:31) So have no fear; you are worth more than many sparrows.



^  (Isa. 41:10) Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’



^  (1 John 4:16) And we have come to know and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in union with God and God remains in union with him.



^  (1 John 4:8) Whoever does not love has not come to know God, because God is love.



^ (John 16:26, 27) In that day you will make request of the Father in my name; in saying this, I do not mean that I will make request for you. 27 For the Father himself has affection for you, because you have had affection for me and have believed that I came as God’s representative.



^  (John 16:26, 27) In that day you will make request of the Father in my name; in saying this, I do not mean that I will make request for you. 27 For the Father himself has affection for you, because you have had affection for me and have believed that I came as God’s representative.



^  (John 16:23, 24) In that day you will ask me no question at all. Most truly I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything, he will give it to you in my name. 24 Until now you have not asked for a single thing in my name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete.



^  (John 14:21) Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. In turn, whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will clearly show myself to him.”



^  (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”


^  (1 Pet. 5:8) Keep your senses, be watchful! Your adversary, the Devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to devour someone.*

Or “looking for someone to devour.”


^  (Heb. 2:9) But we do see Jesus, who was made a little lower than angels, now crowned with glory and honor for having suffered death, so that by God’s undeserved kindness he might taste death for everyone.



^  (Eph. 6:11) Put on the complete suit of armor from God so that you may be able to stand firm against the crafty acts of the Devil;



^  (Jas. 4:7) Therefore, subject yourselves to God; but oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you.



^  (Ps. 51:5) Look! I was born guilty of error, And my mother conceived me in sin.*

Or “And sinful from the moment my mother conceived me.”


^  (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^  (Rom. 8:20, 21) For the creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but through the one who subjected it, on the basis of hope 21 that* the creation itself will also be set free from enslavement to corruption and have the glorious freedom of the children of God.

Or “because.”


^  (Neh. 1:5) I said: “O Jehovah, the God of the heavens, the great and awe-inspiring God who keeps his covenant and shows loyal love to those who love him and keep his commandments,



^ (Rom. 5:8) But God recommends his own love to us* in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Or “demonstrates (shows) his own love for us.”


^  (1 John 4:10) The love is in this respect, not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a propitiatory sacrifice* for our sins.

Or “an atoning sacrifice; a means of appeasement.”


^  (Rom. 5:8) But God recommends his own love to us* in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Or “demonstrates (shows) his own love for us.”


^  (Rom. 7:24, 25) Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death? 25 Thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So, then, with my mind I myself am a slave to God’s law, but with my flesh to sin’s law.



^ (Heb. 3:13) but keep on encouraging one another each day, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you should become hardened by the deceptive power of sin.



^ (2 Sam. 22:26) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless, mighty man, you deal blamelessly;



^  (Deut. 30:19, 20) I take the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you today that I have put life and death before you, the blessing and the curse; and you must choose life so that you may live, you and your descendants, 20 by loving Jehovah your God, by listening to his voice, and by sticking to him, for he is your life and by him you will endure a long time in the land that Jehovah swore to give to your forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”



^  (2 Sam. 22:26) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless, mighty man, you deal blamelessly;



^ (Deut. 31:8) Jehovah is the one marching before you, and he will continue with you. He will neither desert you nor abandon you. Do not be afraid or be terrified.”



^ (Ps. 94:14) For Jehovah will not forsake his people, Nor will he abandon his inheritance.



^ (Isa. 49:15) Can a woman forget her nursing child Or have no compassion for the son of her womb? Even if these women forget, I would never forget you.









STUDY ARTICLE 42




SONG 44 A Prayer of the Lowly One



How to Improve Your Prayers



“I call with my whole heart. Answer me, O Jehovah.”​—PS. 119:145.




FOCUS

Reflecting on prayers recorded in the Bible can help us to improve our prayers.




1-2. (a) What could prevent us from opening up to Jehovah? (b) How do we know that Jehovah warmly listens to our prayers?


Your answers



DO YOU at times feel that your prayers have become repetitious, superficial, or routine? If so, you are not alone. Because of our hectic pace of life, we may tend to rush through our prayers. Or we may even find it hard to open up to Jehovah because we feel unworthy of approaching him.

2 The Bible assures us that what matters to Jehovah is, not that our prayers are elaborate, but that they come from a humble heart. He hears “the request of the meek.” (Ps. 10:17) He warmly listens to our every word because he is truly interested in us.​—Ps. 139:1-3.

 3. What questions will we consider in this article?


Your answer



3 We might then ask: Why can we confidently pray to Jehovah? How can we make our prayers more meaningful? How can reflecting on heartfelt prayers recorded in the Bible help us to improve our prayers? And what can we do if we are too distraught to put our feelings into words? Let us consider the answers to these questions.

CONFIDENTLY TURN TO JEHOVAH IN PRAYER

 4. What can help us to turn to Jehovah in prayer with confidence? (Psalm 119:145)


Your answer



4 When we understand that Jehovah is a loyal friend who wants us to succeed, we will realize that we can confidently turn to him in prayer. The writer of Psalm 119 tried to have that kind of warm relationship with Jehovah. His life was not problem free. He was wronged by deceitful men. (Ps. 119:23, 69, 78) He also had to deal with his own imperfections. (Ps. 119:5) Even so, he was not afraid to open his heart to Jehovah.​—Read Psalm 119:145.

 5. Why should we not allow negative feelings to keep us from praying? Illustrate.


Your answer



5 Jehovah invites even those who have committed serious mistakes to pray to him. (Isa. 55:6, 7) So we should not let negative feelings hold us back from praying. To illustrate, an airplane pilot knows that he can communicate with air traffic controllers if he needs help. Should he hesitate to contact them because of being embarrassed that he got lost or made a mistake? Surely not! Likewise, even if we at times feel lost or have sinned, we can confidently turn to Jehovah in prayer.​—Ps. 119:25, 176.

HOW TO MAKE YOUR PRAYERS MORE MEANINGFUL

6-7. How can reflecting on Jehovah’s qualities help us to make our prayers more meaningful? Give an example. (See also footnote.)


Your answer



6 When we speak openly to Jehovah by sharing our inner thoughts and deep feelings with him, our prayers become more meaningful. So, what can we do to improve the depth of our prayers?

7 Reflect on Jehovah’s qualities.* The more we reflect on his qualities, the more we will be able to express our thoughts freely. (Ps. 145:8, 9, 18) Consider the example of Kristine, a sister who had a violent father. She explains: “Talking to Jehovah as a Father was not easy for me. I felt that my imperfections would cause him to abandon me.” What quality of Jehovah has helped her? She says: “Jehovah’s loyal love makes me feel safe. I know that he will not let go of my hand. Even if I fall, he will lovingly pick me up. This helps me to express my deepest joys to him as well as my deepest sorrows.”

8-9. What are some benefits of thinking about what you want to say before you pray? Illustrate.


Your answer



8 Think about what to say. Before praying, you might ask yourself a number of questions. For example: ‘What specific problems am I dealing with right now? Is there anyone I need to forgive? Am I facing a new challenge that I need Jehovah’s help to overcome?’ (2 Ki. 19:15-19) We can also follow the pattern that Jesus set by thinking about what we can ask Jehovah regarding His name, His Kingdom, and His will.​—Matt. 6:9, 10.

9 When a sister named Aliska learned that her husband had terminal brain cancer, it was hard for her to pray. She recalls: “I was so distressed that I found it difficult to think clearly enough to say a prayer.” What has helped her? She explains: “I take a few moments before I pray to organize my thoughts, and this has helped me to make sure that my prayers aren’t focused only on me. This approach has allowed me to feel calmer and be in a better frame of mind when I pray.”

10. Why should we try to linger in prayer? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



10 Linger in prayer. Even though short prayers can be meaningful, we are more likely to express our inner thoughts when we linger in prayer.* Aliska’s husband, Elijah, relates: “I try to pray many times throughout the day, and I’ve grown closer to Jehovah by taking the time to linger in prayer. Jehovah is not impatiently waiting for me to finish praying, so I can take my time.” Try this: Find a time and a place that allow you to pray, perhaps even out loud, without distractions, and make it a habit to linger in prayer.



[image: Collage: 1. Before sunrise, a brother meditates while he sits at his desk with an open Bible and a cup of coffee. 2. After sunrise, he remains seated at his desk and lingers in prayer.]

Find a time and a place that allow you to linger in prayer (See paragraph 10)







REFLECT ON HEARTFELT PRAYERS RECORDED IN THE BIBLE

11. How do we benefit by reflecting on heartfelt prayers recorded in the Bible? (See also the box “Can You Relate to Their Circumstances?”)


Your answer



11 You may find it beneficial to reflect on heartfelt prayers and sacred songs, or psalms, recorded in the Bible. As you consider how God’s servants expressed their deepest thoughts, you will be moved to open your heart to Jehovah. You may also discover new expressions of praise that you can include in your prayers. And you are likely to find prayers that pertain to your circumstances.

Can You Relate to Their Circumstances?


God’s faithful servants opened their heart to Jehovah in a wide variety of circumstances. Can you relate to them?

	  When Jacob was dealing with anxiety, he included expressions of gratitude and faith in his prayers.​—Gen. 32:9-12.



	  When young King Solomon felt overwhelmed by the responsibility God gave him, he petitioned Jehovah for help.​—1 Ki. 3:7-9.



	  Following his sin with Bath-sheba, David pleaded with Jehovah to create in him “a pure heart.”​—Ps. 51:9-12.



	  When Mary received a new privilege of service, she praised Jehovah.​—Luke 1:46-49.





Study project: Analyze the content of a prayer offered by a Bible character. Then consider how Jehovah responded to his servant’s request. Apply any lessons learned to your own situation.





12. What questions can we ask ourselves as we reflect on the content of a prayer?


Your answer



12 As you reflect on the content of a prayer recorded in the Scriptures, ask yourself: ‘Who spoke these words and under what circumstances? Can I relate to the thoughts expressed in this prayer? What lessons can I learn from it?’ You may need to do additional research to answer these questions, but it is worth the effort. Consider a few examples.

13. What is one lesson about prayer that we can learn from Hannah? (1 Samuel 1:10, 11) (See also picture.)


Your answer



13 Read 1 Samuel 1:10, 11. When Hannah said this prayer, she was facing two major problems. She was barren, and her husband’s other wife was making her life miserable. (1 Sam. 1:4-7) If you are facing a persistent problem, what can you learn from Hannah’s prayer? She found relief by lingering in prayer and by unburdening her heart to God. (1 Sam. 1:12, 18) We too can find relief when we “throw [our] burden on Jehovah” by describing to him how we feel about our specific difficulties.​—Ps. 55:22.



[image: Collage: 1. Hannah mournfully looks away while Elkanah plays with two of his children. 2. Peninnah smiles as she cradles her newborn baby. 3. Hannah cries while she prays intensely. 4. High Priest Eli sits with his arms crossed and glares at Hannah.]

Faced with barrenness and with relentless taunting from her husband’s other wife, Hannah unburdened her heart to Jehovah (See paragraph 13)







14. (a) What else do we learn from Hannah’s example? (b) How can we enrich our prayers by meditating on the Scriptures? (See footnote.)


Your answers



14 A few years after the birth of her son Samuel, Hannah presented him to High Priest Eli. (1 Sam. 1:24-28) In a heartfelt prayer, she expressed her conviction that Jehovah protects and cares for his loyal servants.* (1 Sam. 2:1, 8, 9) Her problems at home may not have disappeared, but Hannah focused on how Jehovah had blessed her. What is the lesson for us? We will be better able to cope with ongoing challenges if we focus on how Jehovah has supported us until now.

15. When we experience injustice, what can we learn from the prophet Jeremiah’s petition? (Jeremiah 12:1)


Your answer



15 Read Jeremiah 12:1. At one point in his life, the prophet Jeremiah was troubled to see the wicked succeed. He was also affected by the way fellow Israelites treated him. (Jer. 20:7, 8) We can relate to him when we see dishonest people prosper or when we are ridiculed. Although Jeremiah expressed his frustration, he did not question God’s justice. As he saw how Jehovah disciplined His rebellious people, his confidence in God’s justice must have increased. (Jer. 32:19) We too can openly express our frustrations in prayer, trusting that Jehovah will in his due time correct any injustices we now face.

16. If we feel limited by our circumstances, what can we learn from an exiled Levite? (Psalm 42:1-4) (See also pictures.)


Your answer



16 Read Psalm 42:1-4. This song was written by an exiled Levite who could not associate with fellow believers. His psalm reveals how he was feeling. We may be able to relate to him if we are confined to our home or imprisoned for our faith. Our emotions may fluctuate, but we do well to express them in prayer. This may help us to examine our thoughts and put things in perspective. For example, the Levite realized that he would have new opportunities to praise Jehovah. (Ps. 42:5) He also reflected on how Jehovah was taking care of him. (Ps. 42:8) Praying earnestly to God can help us analyze our feelings, restore our balance, and find the strength to endure.



[image: Collage: 1. A Levite prays fervently while in the wilderness. 2. A brother sits up in a hospital bed and prays with an open Bible on his lap.]

The Levite who wrote Psalm 42 poured out his heart to God. When we express our emotions in prayer, we may be able to put things in perspective (See paragraph 16)







17. (a) What can we learn from the prophet Jonah’s prayer? (Jonah 2:1, 2) (b) How might some expressions from the Psalms help us when we face difficulties? (See footnote.)


Your answers



17 Read Jonah 2:1, 2. The prophet Jonah offered this prayer while in the belly of a big fish. Even though he had disobeyed Jehovah, Jonah was confident that God would hear his voice. In his petition, Jonah used many expressions that are found in the Psalms.* He was likely familiar with these passages. By reflecting on them, he felt assured that Jehovah would help him. Similarly, if we try to memorize some Bible verses, they may come to mind and give us comfort when we pray to Jehovah in difficult times.

KEEP DRAWING CLOSE TO JEHOVAH IN PRAYER

18-19. If we at times struggle to put our feelings into words when praying, what assurance do we find at Romans 8:26, 27? Give an example.


Your answer



18 Read Romans 8:26, 27. We may at times feel so overwhelmed with anxiety that we cannot put our feelings into words. But we are not without help. At such times, God’s holy spirit “pleads” for us. How so? Through his spirit, Jehovah caused many prayers to be preserved in his Word. When we cannot clearly express our thoughts, Jehovah may accept certain expressions found in those prayers as requests that we wish to make, and he may answer them.

19 This thought helped a Russian sister named Yelena. She was arrested for praying and for reading the Bible. Yelena experienced so much stress that she found it difficult to pray. She relates: “I then remembered that when I feel overwhelmed and do not know what to pray for, Jehovah will accept the inspired prayers of God’s servants from the past . . . as requests I would like to make. . . . This proved to be very comforting to me during an extremely difficult time.”

20. How can we prepare our mind for prayer when we are under stress?


Your answer



20 When we are under stress, it can be hard to focus while we are praying. To prepare our mind, we can listen to audio recordings of the Psalms. We can also try to pour out our feelings in writing, as King David did. (Ps. 18, 34, 142; superscriptions.) Of course, there are no hard-and-fast rules on how we should prepare ourselves for prayer. (Ps. 141:2) Do what works best for you.

21. Why can we pray with our whole heart?


Your answer



21 It warms our heart to know that Jehovah understands our feelings even before we say anything. (Ps. 139:4) Yet, he delights to hear our expressions of confidence in him. So do not hesitate to pray to your heavenly Father. Find inspiration in the prayers recorded in his Word. Pray with your whole heart. Share both your joys and your sorrows with him. As your true Friend, Jehovah will always be there for you!



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What can help you to open up to Jehovah in prayer?


Your answer





	  To keep your prayers meaningful, what practical steps can you take?


Your answer





	  How can you benefit by reflecting on some heartfelt prayers recorded in the Bible?


Your answer












SONG 45 The Meditation of My Heart



^  Consider “Some of Jehovah’s outstanding qualities” mentioned in Scriptures for Christian Living under the topic “Jehovah.”


^  Prayers offered publicly on behalf of the congregation are generally quite brief.


^  In her prayer, Hannah used expressions similar to those found in Moses’ writings. She obviously took time to meditate on the Scriptures. (Deut. 4:35; 8:18; 32:4, 39; 1 Sam. 2:2, 6, 7) Centuries later, Mary, the mother of Jesus, used words of praise that are very similar to those mentioned by Hannah.​—Luke 1:46-55.


^  For examples, compare Jonah 2:3-9 with Psalm 69:1; 16:10; 30:3; 142:2, 3; 143:4, 5; 18:6; and 3:8, in the order used by Jonah.






^ (Ps. 119:145) I call with my whole heart. Answer me, O Jehovah. Your regulations I will observe.



^  (Ps. 10:17) But you will hear the request of the meek, O Jehovah. You will make their hearts firm and pay close attention to them.



^  (Ps. 139:1-3) O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.  2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up. You discern my thoughts from afar.  3 You observe* me when I travel and when I lie down; You are familiar with all my ways.

Lit., “measure.”


^ (Ps. 119:145) I call with my whole heart. Answer me, O Jehovah. Your regulations I will observe.



^  (Ps. 119:1-176) Happy are those who are blameless* in their way, Who walk in the law of Jehovah.  2 Happy are those who observe his reminders, Who search for him with all their heart.  3 They practice no unrighteousness; They walk in his ways.  4 You have commanded That your orders be carefully kept.  5 If only I could remain steadfast* So as to observe your regulations!  6 Then I would not be put to shame When I consider all your commandments.  7 I will praise you with an upright heart When I learn your righteous judgments.  8 I will observe your regulations. May you never utterly forsake me.  9 How can a young man keep his path clean? By keeping on guard according to your word. 10 With my whole heart I seek you. Do not let me stray from your commandments. 11 In my heart I treasure up your saying So that I may not sin against you. 12 May you be praised, O Jehovah; Teach me your regulations. 13 With my lips I declare All the judgments that you have spoken. 14 I rejoice over your reminders More than over all other valuable things. 15 I will ponder over* your orders And keep my eyes on your paths. 16 I am fond of your statutes. I will not forget your word. 17 Deal kindly with your servant, So that I may live and observe your word. 18 Open my eyes so that I may see clearly The wonderful things from your law. 19 I am but a foreigner in the land. Do not hide your commandments from me. 20 I am* consumed with longing For your judgments at all times. 21 You rebuke the presumptuous, The cursed ones who stray from your commandments. 22 Remove from me* scorn and contempt, For I have observed your reminders. 23 Even when princes sit together and speak against me, Your servant ponders over* your regulations. 24 I am fond of your reminders; They are my advisers. 25 I lie* prostrate in the dust. Preserve me alive according to your word. 26 I told you of my ways, and you answered me; Teach me your regulations. 27 Make me understand the meaning* of your orders, So that I may ponder over* your wonderful works. 28 I have* been sleepless from grief. Strengthen me according to your word. 29 Remove from me the way of deception, And favor me with your law. 30 The way of faithfulness I have chosen. I recognize that your judgments are right. 31 I cling to your reminders. O Jehovah, do not let me be disappointed.* 32 I will eagerly pursue* the way of your commandments Because you make room for it in my heart.* 33 Teach me, O Jehovah, the way of your regulations, And I will follow it to the end. 34 Give me understanding, So that I may observe your law And keep it with my whole heart. 35 Guide me* in the pathway of your commandments, For in it I take delight. 36 Incline my heart to your reminders, Not to selfish gain.* 37 Turn my eyes away from looking at what is worthless; Preserve me alive in your way. 38 Fulfill your promise* to your servant, So that you may be feared.* 39 Remove the disgrace that I dread, For your judgments are good. 40 See how I long for your orders. Preserve me alive in your righteousness. 41 May I experience your loyal love, O Jehovah, Your salvation in harmony with your promise;* 42 Then I will reply to the one taunting me, For I put my trust in your word. 43 Do not utterly remove the word of truth from my mouth, For I have hoped in* your judgment. 44 I will keep your law constantly, Forever and ever. 45 And I will walk about in a place of safety,* For I search for your orders. 46 I will speak about your reminders in front of kings, And I will not be ashamed. 47 I am fond of your commandments, Yes, I love them. 48 I will raise my hands to your commandments, which I love, And I will ponder over* your regulations. 49 Remember your word* to your servant, Through which you give me hope.* 50 This is my comfort in my affliction, For your saying has preserved me alive. 51 The presumptuous utterly scorn me, But I do not deviate from your law. 52 I remember your judgments from of old, O Jehovah, And I find comfort in them. 53 I am seized with burning rage because of the wicked, Who forsake your law. 54 Your regulations are songs to me Wherever I dwell.* 55 During the night I remember your name, O Jehovah, So that I may keep your law. 56 This has been my practice Because I have observed your orders. 57 Jehovah is my portion; I have promised to keep your words. 58 I appeal to you* with all my heart; Show me favor according to your promise.* 59 I have examined my ways, In order to turn my feet back to your reminders. 60 I hurry and do not delay To keep your commandments. 61 The ropes of the wicked surround me, But your law I do not forget. 62 At midnight I get up to give you thanks For your righteous judgments. 63 I am a friend of all who fear you And of those who keep your orders. 64 Your loyal love, O Jehovah, fills the earth; Teach me your regulations. 65 You have dealt well with your servant, O Jehovah, according to your word. 66 Teach me good sense and knowledge, For I have put my trust in your commandments. 67 Before I was afflicted, I used to go astray,* But now I keep your saying. 68 You are good and your works are good. Teach me your regulations. 69 The presumptuous smear me with lies, But I observe your orders with all my heart. 70 Their heart is insensitive,* But I am fond of your law. 71 It is good that I have been afflicted, So that I may learn your regulations. 72 The law that you have proclaimed is good for me, More so than thousands of pieces of gold and silver. 73 Your hands made me and formed me. Give me understanding, So that I may learn your commandments. 74 Those who fear you see me and rejoice, For your word is my hope.* 75 I know, O Jehovah, that your judgments are righteous And that you have afflicted me in your faithfulness. 76 May your loyal love please comfort me, According to the promise* you made to your servant. 77 Show me mercy, so that I may keep living, For I am fond of your law. 78 May the presumptuous be put to shame, For they wrong me without cause.* But I will ponder over* your orders. 79 Let those who fear you return to me, Those who know your reminders. 80 May my heart be blameless in following your regulations, So that I may not be put to shame. 81 I long for* your salvation, For your word is my hope.* 82 My eyes long for your saying While I say: “When will you comfort me?” 83 For I am like a skin bottle dried up in the smoke, But your regulations I do not forget. 84 How many days must your servant wait? When will you bring judgment against those persecuting me? 85 The presumptuous dig pits for me, Those who defy your law. 86 All your commandments are trustworthy. Men persecute me without cause; help me! 87 They almost exterminated me from the earth, But I did not abandon your orders. 88 Preserve me alive because of your loyal love, So that I may keep the reminders you have spoken. 89 Forever, O Jehovah, Your word will remain in the heavens. 90 Your faithfulness is through all generations. You have firmly established the earth, so that it continues to stand. 91 By your judgments they* remain until today, For they are all your servants. 92 If I had not been fond of your law, I would have perished in my affliction. 93 I will never forget your orders, Because by them you have preserved me alive. 94 I belong to you; save me, Because I have searched for your orders. 95 The wicked wait to destroy me, But I give close attention to your reminders. 96 I have seen a limit to all perfection, But your commandment has no limit.* 97 How I do love your law! I ponder over* it all day long. 98 Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, Because it is with me forever. 99 I have more insight than all my teachers, Because I ponder over* your reminders. 100 I act with more understanding than older men, Because I observe your orders. 101 I refuse to walk on any evil path, So that I may keep your word. 102 I do not turn aside from your judgments, For you have instructed me. 103 How sweet your sayings are to my palate, More so than honey to my mouth! 104 By your orders I act with understanding. That is why I hate every false path. 105 Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path. 106 I have sworn an oath, and I will carry it out, To observe your righteous judgments. 107 I have been greatly afflicted. O Jehovah, preserve me alive according to your word. 108 Please take pleasure in my voluntary offerings of praise,* O Jehovah, And teach me your judgments. 109 My life is in constant danger,* But I have not forgotten your law. 110 The wicked have set a trap for me, But I have not strayed from your orders. 111 I take your reminders as my permanent possession,* For they are the joy of my heart. 112 I have resolved* to obey your regulations At all times, down to the last. 113 I hate the halfhearted ones,* But I love your law. 114 You are my shelter and my shield, For your word is my hope.* 115 Stay away from me, you evil men, So that I may observe the commandments of my God. 116 Support me as you promised,* So that I may keep living; Do not let my hope turn into disappointment.* 117 Support me that I may be saved; Then I will always concentrate on your regulations. 118 You reject all those who stray from your regulations, For they are false and deceitful. 119 You discard all the wicked of the earth as if they were worthless dross. That is why I love your reminders. 120 The dread of you makes my body* tremble; I am in fear of your judgments. 121 I have done what is just and righteous. Do not abandon me to my oppressors! 122 Guarantee the welfare of your servant; May the presumptuous not oppress me. 123 My eyes have grown weary waiting for your salvation And for your righteous promise.* 124 Show your loyal love to your servant, And teach me your regulations. 125 I am your servant; give me understanding, So that I may know your reminders. 126 The time has come for Jehovah to act, For they have broken your law. 127 That is why I love your commandments More than gold, even fine* gold. 128 Therefore, I consider every instruction* from you to be right; I hate every false path. 129 Your reminders are wonderful. That is why I observe* them. 130 The disclosure of your words brings light, Giving understanding to the inexperienced. 131 I open my mouth wide and sigh,* Because I long for your commandments. 132 Turn to me and show me favor, In keeping with your judgment toward those loving your name. 133 Guide my steps safely* by your saying; May nothing wicked dominate me. 134 Rescue* me from oppressive men, And I will keep your orders. 135 Make your face shine* upon your servant, And teach me your regulations. 136 Tears stream down from my eyes Because people do not keep your law. 137 You are righteous, O Jehovah, And your judgments are fair. 138 The reminders you give are righteous And completely reliable. 139 My zeal consumes me, Because my adversaries have forgotten your words. 140 Your saying is thoroughly refined, And your servant loves it. 141 I am insignificant and despised; Yet, I have not forgotten your orders. 142 Your righteousness is an eternal righteousness, And your law is truth. 143 Though distress and difficulty come upon me, I remain fond of your commandments. 144 The righteousness of your reminders is eternal. Give me understanding, so that I may keep living. 145 I call with my whole heart. Answer me, O Jehovah. Your regulations I will observe. 146 I call on you; save me! I will keep your reminders. 147 I have been awake before dawn* to cry for help, For your words are my hope.* 148 My eyes open before the night watches, So that I can ponder over* your saying. 149 Do listen to my voice because of your loyal love. O Jehovah, preserve me alive according to your justice. 150 Those who engage in shameful conduct* come near; They are far away from your law. 151 You are near, O Jehovah, And all your commandments are truth. 152 Long ago I learned about your reminders, That you have established them to last forever. 153 Look on my affliction and rescue me, For I have not forgotten your law. 154 Defend me* and rescue me; Preserve me alive in harmony with your promise.* 155 Salvation is far away from the wicked, For they have not searched for your regulations. 156 Your mercy is great, O Jehovah. Preserve me alive in harmony with your justice. 157 My persecutors and my adversaries are many; But I have not deviated from your reminders. 158 I look on the treacherous with loathing, Because they do not keep your saying. 159 See how I love your orders! O Jehovah, preserve me alive because of your loyal love. 160 The very essence of your word is truth, And all your righteous judgments endure forever. 161 Princes persecute me for no cause, But my heart stands in awe of your words. 162 I rejoice over your saying Like someone who finds great spoil. 163 I hate falsehood—I detest it— I love your law. 164 Seven times a day I praise you Because of your righteous judgments. 165 Abundant peace belongs to those who love your law; Nothing can make them stumble.* 166 I hope for your acts of salvation, O Jehovah, And I observe your commandments. 167 I keep* your reminders, And I love them dearly. 168 I observe your orders and your reminders, For you are aware of all that I do. 169 May my cry for help reach you, O Jehovah. According to your word, make me understand. 170 May my request for favor come before you. Save me, as you have promised.* 171 May my lips overflow with praise, For you teach me your regulations. 172 May my tongue sing about your saying, For all your commandments are righteous. 173 May your hand be ready to help me, Because I choose to obey your orders. 174 I long for your salvation, O Jehovah, And I am fond of your law. 175 Let me* live so that I may praise you; May your judgments be my help. 176 I have strayed like a lost sheep. Search for your servant, For I have not forgotten your commandments.

Or “who keep integrity.”
Lit., “O that my ways were firmly established.”
Or “study.”
Or “My soul is.”
Lit., “Roll away from upon me.”
Or “studies.”
Or “My soul lies.”
Lit., “way.”
Or “study.”
Or “My soul has.”
Or “be put to shame.”
Lit., “will run.”
Or possibly, “you make my heart have the confidence.”
Or “Make me walk.”
Or “to profits.”
Or “saying.”
Or possibly, “Which is made to those who fear you.”
Or “saying.”
Or “I wait for.”
Or “a roomy place.”
Or “study.”
Or “promise.”
Or “For which you made me wait.”
Or “In the house where I dwell as a foreigner.”
Or “I soften (seek the smile of) your face.”
Or “saying.”
Or “I was sinning by mistake.”
Lit., “unfeeling, like fat.”
Or “I wait for your word.”
Or “saying.”
Or possibly, “with lies.”
Or “study.”
Or “My soul pines for.”
Or “I wait for your word.”
That is, all his creative works.
Lit., “is very broad.”
Or “study.”
Or “study.”
Lit., “the voluntary offerings of my mouth.”
Or “My soul is in my hand constantly.”
Or “my eternal heritage.”
Lit., “have inclined my heart.”
Or “men of divided heart.”
Or “I wait for your word.”
Or “according to your saying.”
Or “be put to shame.”
Lit., “flesh.”
Or “saying.”
Or “refined.”
Or “order.”
Or “my soul observes.”
Lit., “pant.”
Or “Make my steps steady.”
Lit., “Redeem.”
Or “smile.”
Or “in the morning twilight.”
Or “I wait for your words.”
Or “study.”
Or “in obscene conduct.”
Or “Conduct my legal case.”
Or “saying.”
Or “For them there is no stumbling block.”
Or “My soul keeps.”
Or “according to your saying.”
Or “my soul.”


^  (Ps. 119:23) Even when princes sit together and speak against me, Your servant ponders over* your regulations.

Or “studies.”


^  (Ps. 119:69) The presumptuous smear me with lies, But I observe your orders with all my heart.



^  (Ps. 119:78) May the presumptuous be put to shame, For they wrong me without cause.* But I will ponder over* your orders.

Or possibly, “with lies.”
Or “study.”


^  (Ps. 119:5) If only I could remain steadfast* So as to observe your regulations!

Lit., “O that my ways were firmly established.”


^  (Ps. 119:145) I call with my whole heart. Answer me, O Jehovah. Your regulations I will observe.



^  (Isa. 55:6, 7) Search for Jehovah while he may be found. Call to him while he is near.  7 Let the wicked man leave his way And the evil man his thoughts; Let him return to Jehovah, who will have mercy on him, To our God, for he will forgive in a large way.*

Or “will freely forgive.”


^  (Ps. 119:25) I lie* prostrate in the dust. Preserve me alive according to your word.

Or “My soul lies.”


^  (Ps. 119:176) I have strayed like a lost sheep. Search for your servant, For I have not forgotten your commandments.



^  (Ps. 145:8, 9) Jehovah is compassionate* and merciful, Slow to anger and great in loyal love.  9 Jehovah is good to all, And his mercy is evident in all his works.

Or “gracious.”


^  (Ps. 145:18) Jehovah is near to all those calling on him, To all who call on him in truth.*

Or “in sincerity.”


^  (2 Ki. 19:15-19) And Hez·e·kiʹah began to pray before Jehovah and say: “O Jehovah the God of Israel, sitting enthroned above* the cherubs, you alone are the true God of all the kingdoms of the earth. You made the heavens and the earth. 16 Incline your ear, O Jehovah, and hear! Open your eyes, O Jehovah, and see! Hear the words that Sen·nachʹer·ib has sent to taunt the living God. 17 It is a fact, O Jehovah, that the kings of As·syrʹi·a have devastated the nations and their lands. 18 And they have thrown their gods into the fire, because they were not gods but the work of human hands, wood and stone. That is why they could destroy them. 19 But now, O Jehovah our God, please save us out of his hand, so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone are God, O Jehovah.”

Or possibly, “between.”


^  (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ (Gen. 32:9-12) After that Jacob said: “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O Jehovah, you who are saying to me, ‘Return to your land and to your relatives, and I will deal well with you,’ 10 I am unworthy of all the loyal love and of all the faithfulness that you have shown toward your servant, for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan and now I have become two camps. 11 Save me, I pray you, from the hand of my brother Eʹsau, for I am afraid of him that he may come and attack me, as well as the mothers and their children. 12 And you have said: ‘I will certainly deal well with you, and I will make your offspring* like the grains of sand of the sea, which are too numerous to count.’”

Lit., “seed.”


^ (1 Ki. 3:7-9) And now, Jehovah my God, you have made your servant king in the place of David my father, though I am just a youth* and I am inexperienced.* 8 Your servant is among your people whom you have chosen, a people so vast that they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 So grant your servant an obedient heart to judge your people, to discern between good and bad, for who is able to judge this numerous* people of yours?”

Or “little boy.”
Lit., “and I do not know going out and coming in.”
Or possibly, “difficult.” Lit., “heavy.”


^ (Ps. 51:9-12) Turn your face away* from my sins, And wipe away* all my errors. 10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, And put within me a new spirit, a steadfast one. 11 Do not cast me out from your presence; And do not take your holy spirit away from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation; Stir within me a willingness to obey you.*

Or “Hide your face.”
Or “blot out.”
Lit., “May you support me with a willing ­spirit.”


^ (Luke 1:46-49) And Mary said: “My soul magnifies Jehovah, 47 and my spirit cannot keep from being overjoyed at God my Savior, 48 because he has looked upon the low position of his slave girl. For look! from now on all generations will declare me happy, 49 because the powerful One has done great deeds for me, and holy is his name,



^ (1 Sam. 1:10, 11) Hanʹnah was extremely bitter,* and she began to pray to Jehovah and to weep uncontrollably. 11 And she made this vow: “O Jehovah of armies, if you look upon the affliction of your servant and remember me and you do not forget your servant and give to your servant a male child, I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and no razor will touch his head.”

Or “bitter of soul.”


^  (1 Sam. 1:10, 11) Hanʹnah was extremely bitter,* and she began to pray to Jehovah and to weep uncontrollably. 11 And she made this vow: “O Jehovah of armies, if you look upon the affliction of your servant and remember me and you do not forget your servant and give to your servant a male child, I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and no razor will touch his head.”

Or “bitter of soul.”


^  (1 Sam. 1:4-7) One day when El·kaʹnah offered a sacrifice, he gave portions to his wife Pe·ninʹnah as well as to all her sons and her daughters, 5 but to Hanʹnah he gave a special portion, because Hanʹnah was the one he loved; but Jehovah had not given her children.* 6 Moreover, her rival wife taunted her relentlessly in order to upset her because Jehovah had not given her children. 7 That is what she would do year after year; whenever Hanʹnah went up to the house of Jehovah, her rival would taunt her so much that she would weep and not eat.

Lit., “had closed her womb.”


^  (1 Sam. 1:12) While she prayed for a long time before Jehovah, Eʹli was watching her mouth.



^  (1 Sam. 1:18) To this she said: “Let your servant find favor in your eyes.” And the woman went on her way and ate, and her face was no longer downcast.



^  (Ps. 55:22) Throw your burden on Jehovah, And he will sustain you. Never will he allow the righteous one to fall.*

Or “stagger; totter.”


^  (1 Sam. 1:24-28) As soon as she had weaned him, she took him up to Shiʹloh, along with a three-year-old bull, one eʹphah* of flour, and a large jar of wine, and she came to the house of Jehovah in Shiʹloh and brought the young boy with her. 25 Then they slaughtered the bull and brought the boy to Eʹli. 26 With that she said: “Pardon me, my lord! As surely as you live,* my lord, I am the woman who was standing with you in this place to pray to Jehovah. 27 It was for this boy that I prayed, and Jehovah granted my petition that I asked of him. 28 I, in turn, now lend him to Jehovah. For all his days, he is lent to Jehovah.” And he* bowed down there to Jehovah.

About 22 L (20 dry qt). See App. B14.
Or “By the life of your soul.”
Evidently referring to Elkanah.


^  (1 Sam. 2:1) Then Hanʹnah said in prayer: “My heart rejoices in Jehovah; My horn* is exalted by Jehovah. My mouth is opened wide against my enemies, For I rejoice in your acts of salvation.

Or “strength.” See Glossary.


^  (1 Sam. 2:8, 9) He raises the lowly one from the dust; He lifts up the poor from the ash heap,* To make them sit with princes, Giving them a seat of honor. To Jehovah belong earth’s supports, And he places the productive land upon them.  9 He guards the steps of his loyal ones, But the wicked will be silenced in darkness, For not by power does a man prevail.

Or possibly, “garbage dump.”


^ (Jer. 12:1) You are righteous, O Jehovah, when I make my complaint to you, When I speak about matters of justice with you. But why is the way of wicked ones successful, And why are the treacherous unworried?



^  (Jer. 12:1) You are righteous, O Jehovah, when I make my complaint to you, When I speak about matters of justice with you. But why is the way of wicked ones successful, And why are the treacherous unworried?



^  (Jer. 20:7, 8) You have fooled me, O Jehovah, and I was fooled. You used your strength against me, and you prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; Everyone ridicules me.  8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out and proclaim, “Violence and destruction!” For me the word of Jehovah has been the cause of insults and jeering all day long.



^  (Jer. 32:19) You are great in counsel* and mighty in deed, you whose eyes observe all the ways of men, to give to each one according to his ways and according to what he does.

Or “great as regards your purposes.”


^ (Ps. 42:1-4) As a deer that longs for streams of water, So I long* for you, O God.  2 I do thirst* for God, for the living God. When may I come and appear before God?  3 My tears are my food day and night; All day long people taunt me: “Where is your God?”  4 These things I remember, and I pour out my soul,* For I once walked along with the multitude; I used to walk solemnly* before them to the house of God, With sounds of rejoicing and thanksgiving, Those of a crowd celebrating a festival.

Or “my soul longs.”
Or “My soul thirsts.”
See Glossary.
Or “slowly.”


^ (Ps. 42:0-11) To the director. Masʹkil* of the sons of Korʹah. 42 As a deer that longs for streams of water, So I long* for you, O God.  2 I do thirst* for God, for the living God. When may I come and appear before God?  3 My tears are my food day and night; All day long people taunt me: “Where is your God?”  4 These things I remember, and I pour out my soul,* For I once walked along with the multitude; I used to walk solemnly* before them to the house of God, With sounds of rejoicing and thanksgiving, Those of a crowd celebrating a festival.  5 Why am I* in despair? Why is this turmoil within me? Wait for God, For I will yet praise him as my Grand Savior.  6 My God, I am* in despair. That is why I remember you, From the land of Jordan and the peaks of Herʹmon, From Mount Mi·zarʹ.*  7 Deep waters call to deep waters At the sound of your waterfalls. All your surging waves have overwhelmed me.  8 By day Jehovah will grant me his loyal love, And by night his song will be with me—a prayer to the God of my life.  9 I will say to God, my crag: “Why have you forgotten me? Why should I walk about sad because of the oppression by my enemy?” 10 With murderous hostility* my enemies taunt me; All day long they taunt me: “Where is your God?” 11 Why am I* in despair? Why is this turmoil within me? Wait for God, For I will yet praise him as my Grand Savior and my God.

See Glossary.
Or “my soul longs.”
Or “My soul thirsts.”
See Glossary.
Or “slowly.”
Or “is my soul.”
Or “my soul is.”
Or “the little mountain.”
Or possibly, “As if crushing my bones.”
Or “is my soul.”


^  (Ps. 42:1-4) As a deer that longs for streams of water, So I long* for you, O God.  2 I do thirst* for God, for the living God. When may I come and appear before God?  3 My tears are my food day and night; All day long people taunt me: “Where is your God?”  4 These things I remember, and I pour out my soul,* For I once walked along with the multitude; I used to walk solemnly* before them to the house of God, With sounds of rejoicing and thanksgiving, Those of a crowd celebrating a festival.

Or “my soul longs.”
Or “My soul thirsts.”
See Glossary.
Or “slowly.”


^  (Ps. 42:5) Why am I* in despair? Why is this turmoil within me? Wait for God, For I will yet praise him as my Grand Savior.

Or “is my soul.”


^  (Ps. 42:8) By day Jehovah will grant me his loyal love, And by night his song will be with me—a prayer to the God of my life.



^ (Jonah 2:1, 2) Then Joʹnah prayed to Jehovah his God from the belly of the fish, 2 and he said: “Out of my distress I called out to Jehovah, and he answered me. Out of the depths* of the Grave* I cried for help. You heard my voice.

Lit., “belly.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^  (Jonah 2:1, 2) Then Joʹnah prayed to Jehovah his God from the belly of the fish, 2 and he said: “Out of my distress I called out to Jehovah, and he answered me. Out of the depths* of the Grave* I cried for help. You heard my voice.

Lit., “belly.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Rom. 8:26, 27) In like manner, the spirit also joins in with help for our weakness; for the problem is that we do not know what we should pray for as we need to, but the spirit itself pleads for us with unuttered* groanings. 27 But the one who searches the hearts knows what the meaning of the spirit is, because it is pleading in harmony with God for the holy ones.

Or “unspoken.”


^  (Rom. 8:26, 27) In like manner, the spirit also joins in with help for our weakness; for the problem is that we do not know what we should pray for as we need to, but the spirit itself pleads for us with unuttered* groanings. 27 But the one who searches the hearts knows what the meaning of the spirit is, because it is pleading in harmony with God for the holy ones.

Or “unspoken.”


^  (Ps. 18:0-50) To the director. By Jehovah’s servant David, who addressed the words of this song to Jehovah in the day that Jehovah rescued him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. He said: 18 I have affection for you, O Jehovah, my strength.  2 Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*  3 I call on Jehovah, who is worthy of praise, And I will be saved from my enemies.  4 The ropes of death encircled me; Flash floods of worthless men terrified me.  5 The ropes of the Grave* surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.  6 In my distress I called on Jehovah, To my God I kept crying for help. From his temple he heard my voice, And my cry to him for help reached his ears.  7 Then the earth began to shake and rock; The foundations of the mountains trembled And shook back and forth because he had been angered.  8 Smoke ascended from his nostrils, And a consuming fire came from his mouth; Glowing coals blazed from him.  9 He made the heavens bend as he descended, And thick gloom was beneath his feet. 10 He rode on a cherub and came flying. He swooped down on the wings of a spirit.* 11 He then covered himself in darkness, All around him as a shelter, Dark waters and thick clouds. 12 From the brightness before him Hail and fiery coals broke through the clouds. 13 Then Jehovah began to thunder in the heavens; The Most High made his voice heard With hailstones and fiery coals. 14 He shot his arrows and scattered them; He hurled his lightning and threw them into confusion. 15 The streambeds* became visible; The foundations of the land were exposed by your rebuke, O Jehovah, By the blast of the breath from your nostrils. 16 He reached down from on high; He took hold of me and pulled me from deep waters. 17 He rescued me from my strong enemy, From those hating me, who were stronger than I was. 18 They confronted me on the day of my disaster, But Jehovah was my support. 19 He brought me out into a place of safety;* He rescued me because he was pleased with me. 20 Jehovah rewards me according to my righteousness; He repays me according to the innocence* of my hands. 21 For I have kept the ways of Jehovah, And I have not wickedly abandoned my God. 22 All his judgments are before me; I will not disregard his statutes. 23 I will remain blameless before him, And I will keep myself from error. 24 May Jehovah repay me according to my righteousness, According to the innocence of my hands before him. 25 With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly; 26 With the pure you show yourself pure, But with the crooked you show yourself shrewd. 27 For you save those who are lowly* But you abase the haughty.* 28 For it is you who light my lamp, O Jehovah, My God who lights up my darkness. 29 With your help I can charge against a marauder band; By God’s power I can scale a wall. 30 The way of the true God is perfect; The saying of Jehovah is refined. He is a shield to all those taking refuge in him. 31 For who is a God besides Jehovah? And who is a rock except our God? 32 The true God is the one who clothes me with strength, And he will make my way perfect. 33 He makes my feet like those of a deer; He makes me stand on high places. 34 He trains my hands for warfare; My arms can bend a bow of copper. 35 You give me your shield of salvation, Your right hand supports* me, And your humility makes me great. 36 You widen the path for my footsteps; My feet* will not slip. 37 I will pursue my enemies and overtake them; I will not return until they are wiped out. 38 I will crush them so that they cannot rise up; They will fall under my feet. 39 You will equip me with strength for the battle; You will make my foes collapse under me. 40 You will make my enemies retreat from me,* And I will put an end to* those who hate me. 41 They cry for help, but there is no one to save them; They even cry to Jehovah, but he does not answer them. 42 I will pound them as fine as dust in the wind; I will throw them out like mud in the streets. 43 You will rescue me from the faultfinding of the people. You will appoint me the head of nations. A people whom I have not known will serve me. 44 At a mere report they will obey me; Foreigners will come cringing before me. 45 Foreigners will lose courage;* They will come trembling from their strongholds. 46 Jehovah is alive! Praised be my Rock! Let the God of my salvation be exalted. 47 The true God executes vengeance for me; He subdues the peoples under me. 48 He rescues me from my angry enemies; You lift me high above those who attack me; You save me from the man of violence. 49 That is why I will glorify you among the nations, O Jehovah, And to your name I will sing praises.* 50 He performs great acts of salvation* for his king; He displays loyal love to his anointed one, To David and his offspring* forever.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “the wind.”
Or “water channels.”
Or “a roomy place.”
Lit., “the cleanness.”
Or “afflicted.”
Lit., “haughty eyes.”
Or “sustains.”
Or “ankles.”
Or “You will give me the back of my enemies.”
Lit., “silence.”
Or “fade away.”
Or “make music.”
Or “great victories.”
Lit., “seed.”


^  (Ps. 34:0-22) Of David, when he disguised his sanity before A·bimʹe·lech, who drove him away, and he left. 34 I will praise Jehovah at all times; His praise will be on my lips constantly.  2 I* will boast in Jehovah; The meek will hear and rejoice.  3 Magnify Jehovah along with me; Let us exalt his name together.  4 I inquired of Jehovah, and he answered me. He rescued me from all my fears.  5 Those who looked to him became radiant; Their faces could not be put to shame.  6 This lowly one called, and Jehovah heard. He saved him from all his distresses.  7 The angel of Jehovah camps all around those fearing Him, And he rescues them.  8 Taste and see that Jehovah is good; Happy is the man who takes refuge in him.  9 Fear Jehovah, all you his holy ones, For those who fear him lack nothing. 10 Even strong young lions* have been reduced to hunger, But those seeking Jehovah will lack nothing good. 11 Come, my sons, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of Jehovah. 12 Who among you takes pleasure in life And would love to see many good days? 13 Then guard your tongue from what is bad, Your lips from speaking deception. 14 Turn away from what is bad and do what is good; Seek peace and pursue it. 15 The eyes of Jehovah are on the righteous, And his ears listen to their cry for help. 16 But the face of Jehovah is against those doing what is bad, To erase all memory of them from the earth. 17 They cried out, and Jehovah heard; He rescued them from all their distresses. 18 Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those who are crushed in spirit.* 19 Many are the hardships* of the righteous one, But Jehovah rescues him from them all. 20 He is guarding all his bones; Not one of them has been broken. 21 Disaster will put the wicked to death; Those hating the righteous will be found guilty. 22 Jehovah is redeeming the life* of his servants; None of those taking refuge in him will be found guilty.

Or “My soul.”
Or “maned young lions.”
Or “are discouraged.”
Or “calamities.”
Or “soul.”


^  (Ps. 142:0-7) Masʹkil.* Of David when he was in the cave. A prayer. 142 With my voice I call to Jehovah for help; With my voice I plead with Jehovah for favor.  2 Before him I pour out my concern; Before him I tell about my distress  3 When my spirit* fails within me. Then you watch my roadway. In the path where I walk, They hide a trap for me.  4 Look at my right hand and see That no one cares about* me. There is nowhere I can flee; No one is concerned about me.*  5 I call to you, O Jehovah, for help. I say: “You are my refuge, All I have* in the land of the living.”  6 Pay attention to my cry for help, For I have been brought very low. Rescue me from my persecutors, For they are stronger than I am.  7 Bring me* out of the dungeon To praise your name. May the righteous gather around me Because you deal kindly with me.

See Glossary.
Or “strength.”
Lit., “recognizes.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “My share.”
Or “my soul.”


^  (Ps. 141:2) May my prayer be as incense prepared before you, My uplifted hands like the evening grain offering.



^  (Ps. 139:4) There is not a word on my tongue, But look! O Jehovah, you already know it well.



^ (Deut. 4:35) You yourselves have been shown these things so you will know that Jehovah is the true God; there is no other besides him.



^ (Deut. 8:18) remember that it is Jehovah your God who gives power to you to make wealth, in order to carry out his covenant that he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.



^ (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ (Deut. 32:39) See now that I—I am he, And there are no gods apart from me. I put to death, and I make alive. I wound, and I will heal, And no one can rescue from my hand.



^ (1 Sam. 2:2) There is no one holy like Jehovah, There is no one but you, And there is no rock like our God.



^ (1 Sam. 2:6, 7) Jehovah kills, and he preserves life;* He brings down to the Grave,* and he raises up.  7 Jehovah impoverishes, and he enriches; He abases, and he exalts.

Or “brings to life.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Luke 1:46-55) And Mary said: “My soul magnifies Jehovah, 47 and my spirit cannot keep from being overjoyed at God my Savior, 48 because he has looked upon the low position of his slave girl. For look! from now on all generations will declare me happy, 49 because the powerful One has done great deeds for me, and holy is his name, 50 and for generation after generation his mercy is upon those who fear him. 51 He has acted mightily with his arm; he has scattered those who are haughty in the intention of their hearts. 52 He has brought down powerful men from thrones and has exalted lowly ones; 53 he has fully satisfied hungry ones with good things and has sent away empty-handed those who had wealth. 54 He has come to the aid of Israel his servant, remembering his mercy, 55 just as he spoke to our forefathers, to Abraham and to his offspring,* forever.”

Lit., “seed.”


^ (Jonah 2:3-9) When you threw me to the depths, into the heart of the open sea, Then the currents engulfed me. All your breakers and waves swept over me.  4 And I said, ‘I have been driven away from your sight! How will I gaze again upon your holy temple?’  5 Waters engulfed me and threatened my life;* The watery deep closed in on me. Weeds were wrapped around my head.  6 To the bottoms of the mountains I sank down. The bars of the earth were closing upon me forever. But out of the pit you brought up my life, O Jehovah my God.  7 When my life* was ebbing away, Jehovah was the One whom I remembered. Then my prayer came in to you, into your holy temple.  8 Those who are devoted to the worthless idols forsake their source of loyal love.*  9 But as for me, with the voice of thanksgiving I will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed, I will pay. Salvation is from Jehovah.”

Or “Waters encompassed me to the soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “their loyalty.”


^ (Ps. 69:1) Save me, O God, for the waters threaten my life.*

Or “have come to my soul.”


^ (Ps. 16:10) For you will not leave me in* the Grave.* You will not allow your loyal one to see the pit.*

Or “abandon my soul to.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “to see corruption.”


^ (Ps. 30:3) O Jehovah, you have lifted me* up from the Grave.* You kept me alive; you spared me from sinking into the pit.*

Or “my soul.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “grave.”


^ (Ps. 142:2, 3) Before him I pour out my concern; Before him I tell about my distress  3 When my spirit* fails within me. Then you watch my roadway. In the path where I walk, They hide a trap for me.

Or “strength.”


^ (Ps. 143:4, 5) My spirit* is failing; My heart is numb within me.  5 I remember the days of old; I meditate on all your activity; I eagerly ponder over* the work of your hands.

Or “strength.”
Or “study.”


^ (Ps. 18:6) In my distress I called on Jehovah, To my God I kept crying for help. From his temple he heard my voice, And my cry to him for help reached his ears.



^ (Ps. 3:8) Salvation belongs to Jehovah. Your blessing is upon your people. (Selah)









STUDY ARTICLE 43




SONG 41 Please Hear My Prayer



Remember to Pray for Others



“Pray for one another . . . A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.”​—JAS. 5:16.




FOCUS

Why it is important to pray for others and suggestions on how to do it.




 1. How do we know that our prayers are important to Jehovah?


Your answer



PRAYER is a marvelous provision. Think about it: Jehovah has delegated certain tasks to the angels. (Ps. 91:11) He has also given his Son weighty responsibilities. (Matt. 28:18) However, what about listening to prayers? That is something Jehovah has reserved for himself alone. Jehovah, the “Hearer of prayer,” personally listens to us.​—Ps. 65:2.

 2. What example did the apostle Paul set with regard to praying for others?


Your answer



2 Although we can freely approach Jehovah about our own concerns, we should also pray for others. The apostle Paul did that. For example, he wrote to the congregation in Ephesus: “I continue mentioning you in my prayers.” (Eph. 1:16) Paul prayed for individuals too. For example, he told Timothy: “I am grateful to God, . . . never ceasing to remember you in my supplications night and day.” (2 Tim. 1:3) Paul had anxieties of his own to pray about. (2 Cor. 11:23; 12:7, 8) Still, he took the time to pray for others.

 3. Why might we neglect to pray for others?


Your answer



3 We might at times forget to pray for others. Why? A Christian sister named Sabrina* identifies one reason. She says: “Life in this system is hectic. We can get so distracted by our problems that we pray only about our own needs.” Have you observed that tendency in yourself? If so, this article can help you. It will (1) explain why it is important to pray for others and (2) offer suggestions on how you can do it.

WHY PRAY FOR OTHERS?

4-5. How can our prayers for others have “a powerful effect”? (James 5:16)


Your answer



4 Praying for others “has a powerful effect.” (Read James 5:16.) Can praying for others really affect the outcome of a situation? Yes, it can. Jesus, knowing that the apostle Peter would soon deny him, said: “I have made supplication for you that your faith may not give out.” (Luke 22:32) Paul also knew that prayer can make a difference. When he was unjustly imprisoned in Rome, he wrote to Philemon: “I am hoping that through your prayers I will be given back to you.” (Philem. 22; see study note “for I am hoping that through your prayers.”) As it turned out, Paul was soon freed and was able to resume his preaching.

5 Of course, this does not mean that by praying we can put pressure on Jehovah. He notices the concern that his servants show, and he at times chooses to act on their request. Knowing that can help us to pray earnestly to Jehovah about a situation and then confidently leave the matter in his hands.​—Ps. 37:5; see 2 Corinthians 1:11 and study notes.

 6. How can praying for others affect how we feel about them? (1 Peter 3:8)


Your answer



6 Praying for others helps us develop “tender compassion.” (Read 1 Peter 3:8.) Compassion is an awareness of another person’s suffering along with a desire to relieve it. (Mark 1:40, 41) An elder named Michael says: “When I pray for others about their needs, I become more aware of the struggles that they face and this deepens my love for them. I feel closer to them, even though they may not be aware of it.” An elder named Richard describes another benefit. He says: “When we pray for someone, we are more inclined to do something to help him.” He adds: “When we offer practical assistance to the person we are praying for, we are in a sense helping to answer our prayer for him.”

 7. How can praying for others help us to have a balanced view of our own problems? (Philippians 2:3, 4) (See also pictures.)


Your answer



7 Praying for others helps us to put our own problems in the proper perspective. (Read Philippians 2:3, 4.) Each of us contends with some hardship that comes from living in a world that is under the Devil’s control. (1 John 5:19; Rev. 12:12) When we make it a habit to pray for others, we are reminded that “the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by the entire association of [our] brothers.” (1 Pet. 5:9) A pioneer named Katherine says: “Praying for others reminds me that others too are facing challenges. That fact keeps me from becoming overly focused on my own problems.”



[image: Collage: Brothers and sisters who have problems of their own, praying for others. 1. A young girl sits up in her bed and prays; an inset of a family in a boat, fleeing from their flooded home. 2. The family in the preceding image prays together; an inset of a brother in prison. 3. The imprisoned brother in the preceding image prays in a cell; an inset of an infirm elderly sister lying in a hospital bed. 4. The sister in the preceding image prays; an inset of the young girl in the first image, sitting alone in a classroom as other children celebrate a birthday party.]

Praying for others helps us to put our own problems in the proper perspective (See paragraph 7)*







THEY NEED OUR PRAYERS

 8. Give examples of who can be included in our prayers.


Your answer



8 Who can be included in our prayers? We can pray for groups of people​—for example, those who have health problems, young ones who face ridicule and peer pressure at school, or those who face the challenges of old age. Many of our fellow believers endure opposition, either from family members or from governments. (Matt. 10:18, 36; Acts 12:5) Some of our brothers have had to abandon their homes because of political unrest. Others are victims of natural disasters. We may not know these brothers and sisters personally. But when we pray for them, we show that we are following Jesus’ command to “love one another.”​—John 13:34.

 9. Why should we pray for those taking the lead in Jehovah’s organization as well as for their wives?


Your answer



9 We can also pray for those taking the lead in Jehovah’s organization. This includes the Governing Body and their helpers, Branch Committees, responsible overseers at the branch offices, circuit overseers, congregation elders, and ministerial servants. Many of these brothers deal with their own anxieties as they expend themselves in our behalf. (2 Cor. 12:15) For example, a circuit overseer named Mark says: “One of my greatest challenges is being far away from my aging parents. Both are in poor health. Although their needs are being cared for by my sister and her husband, it pains me to be so limited in what I can do for them personally.” Whether we are aware of the anxieties that these hardworking brothers are dealing with or not, we do well to keep them in our prayers. (1 Thess. 5:12, 13) We can also pray for the wives of these brothers, as their loyal support helps their husbands to continue in their assignments.

10-11. Are general prayers for our brothers and sisters pleasing to Jehovah? Explain.


Your answer



10 As we have discussed, we often pray for broad groups of brothers and sisters. For example, without any particular individual in mind, we might ask Jehovah to help those who are imprisoned or to comfort those who have lost loved ones in death. An elder named Donald says, “We have so many brothers and sisters going through difficulties that sometimes we give an ‘umbrella’ prayer so that we can include all those who are suffering.”

11 Are such prayers pleasing to Jehovah? Of course! After all, we do not know the specific needs of all our fellow believers. So it is appropriate to make general requests for groups of our brothers and sisters. (John 17:20; Eph. 6:18) These prayers give evidence that we “have love for the whole association of brothers.”​—1 Pet. 2:17.

WHEN PRAYING FOR INDIVIDUALS

12. How can being observant help us to be more specific in our prayers?


Your answer



12 Be observant. In addition to praying for groups of brothers and sisters, it is proper to pray for individuals by name. Is someone in your congregation battling a chronic illness? Is a young one downcast, perhaps because of pressures he faces at school? Is a single parent struggling to raise a child “in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah”? (Eph. 6:4) By being observant, you will deepen your fellow feeling for others, which will strengthen your desire to pray for them.*​—Rom. 12:15.

13. How can we pray for those we do not know personally?


Your answer



13 Pray for others by name. We can do that even for those we have never met. For example, consider our imprisoned brothers and sisters in such lands as Crimea, Eritrea, Russia, and Singapore. On jw.org, you can find the names of those who are in prison.* A circuit overseer named Brian says: “I have found that writing down the name of an imprisoned fellow believer and then saying it out loud helps me to remember the person and include him in my personal prayers.”

14-15. How can we make our requests specific?


Your answer



14 Make specific requests. Michael, quoted earlier, suggests: “As I read accounts on jw.org of imprisoned brothers, I try to imagine how I would feel if I were in their situation. I know I would worry about my wife, and I would want to make sure that she would be cared for. So that gives me something specific to include in my prayers for our imprisoned brothers who are married.”​—Heb. 13:3, ftn.

15 When we consider what daily life must be like for our brothers in prison, we can also find other ways to make our prayers specific. For example, we can pray that the prison guards will be kind and that those in positions of authority will allow our brothers to worship freely. (1 Tim. 2:1, 2) We can pray that the local congregation will be encouraged by the example of their faithful imprisoned brother or that unbelievers will observe the prisoner’s fine conduct and listen to our message. (1 Pet. 2:12) Of course, the same principles will help us in our prayers for our brothers and sisters who are enduring other trials. By being observant, praying for others by name, and making specific requests, we can show that we “abound in love for one another.”​—1 Thess. 3:12.

A BALANCED VIEW OF OUR PRAYERS

16. How can we keep a balanced view of our prayers? (Matthew 6:8)


Your answer



16 As we have seen, our prayers may make a difference in how a situation turns out. However, we need to have a balanced view. When we pray, we are not informing Jehovah of something that he does not already know; nor should we advise him on how best to handle a situation. Jehovah knows what his servants need even before they​—or we—​are aware of it. (Read Matthew 6:8.) Why, then, should we pray for others at all? Apart from the reasons already mentioned in this article, it is what caring people do. Love motivates us to pray for one another. And Jehovah rejoices to see his love reflected by his servants.

17-18. How can our prayers for fellow believers be illustrated?


Your answer



17 Even if our prayers do not seem to affect the outcome of a situation, they do reflect our love for our brothers and sisters, and Jehovah takes note of that. We can illustrate it this way: Imagine a family with two small children​—a boy and a girl. The boy is sick in bed. The girl begs her father: “Please do something for my brother. He’s really sick!” The father already has the situation under control; he loves his son and is taking good care of him. However, how happy the father must be to see his young daughter care so much about her brother that she begs her father to help him.

18 That is what Jehovah encourages us to do​—to care about one another and pray for one another. As we do so, our prayers reveal the depth of our unselfish concern for others and Jehovah takes note of that. (2 Thess. 1:3; Heb. 6:10) Also, as we have discussed, in some cases our prayers can even make a difference in how a situation turns out. By all means, then, let us remember to pray for one another.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  In what sense can our prayers have “a powerful effect”?


Your answer





	  Why should we pray for groups of brothers and sisters?


Your answer





	  How can we make our prayers for individuals more specific?


Your answer












SONG 101 Working Together in Unity



^  Some names have been changed.


^  Watch on jw.org the video Takeshi Shimizu: Jehovah Is the “Hearer of Prayer.”


^  To find the names of our imprisoned fellow believers, search on jw.org “Jehovah’s Witnesses Imprisoned for Their Faith​—By Location.”




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: Brothers and sisters who are facing problems of their own pray for others.






^ (Jas. 5:16) Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.*

Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”


^  (Ps. 91:11) For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways.



^  (Matt. 28:18) Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: “All authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth.



^  (Ps. 65:2) O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts* will come.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^  (Eph. 1:16) never stop giving thanks for you. I continue mentioning you in my prayers,



^  (2 Tim. 1:3) I am grateful to God, to whom I am rendering sacred service as my forefathers did, and with a clean conscience, never ceasing to remember you in my supplications night and day.



^  (2 Cor. 11:23) Are they ministers of Christ? I reply like a madman, I am more outstandingly one: I have done more work, been imprisoned more often, suffered countless beatings, and experienced many near-deaths.



^  (2 Cor. 12:7, 8) just because of receiving such extraordinary revelations. To keep me from becoming overly exalted, I was given a thorn in the flesh, an angel of Satan, to keep slapping me, so that I might not be overly exalted. 8 Three times I begged the Lord about this, that it would depart from me.



^ (Jas. 5:16) Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.*

Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”


^  (Jas. 5:16) Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.*

Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”


^  (Luke 22:32) But I have made supplication for you that your faith may not give out; and you, once you have returned, strengthen your brothers.”



^  (Philem. 22) But along with that, also prepare a place for me to stay, for I am hoping that through your prayers I will be given back to you.



^  (Ps. 37:5) Commit your way to* Jehovah; Rely on him, and he will act in your behalf.

Lit., “Roll your way upon.”


^  (2 Cor. 1:11) You also can help us by your supplication for us, in order that many may give thanks in our behalf for the favor we receive in answer to the prayers of many.



^ (1 Pet. 3:8) Finally, all of you have unity of mind,* fellow feeling, brotherly affection, tender compassion, and humility.

Or “think in agreement.”


^  (1 Pet. 3:8) Finally, all of you have unity of mind,* fellow feeling, brotherly affection, tender compassion, and humility.

Or “think in agreement.”


^  (Mark 1:40, 41) There also came to him a leper, pleading with him even on bended knee, saying to him: “If you just want to, you can make me clean.” 41 At that he was moved with pity, and he stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him: “I want to! Be made clean.”



^ (Phil. 2:3, 4) Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of egotism, but with humility consider others superior to you, 4 as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^  (Phil. 2:3, 4) Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of egotism, but with humility consider others superior to you, 4 as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^  (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.



^  (Rev. 12:12) On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”



^  (1 Pet. 5:9) But take your stand against him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by the entire association of your brothers* in the world.

Lit., “by your brotherhood.”


^  (Matt. 10:18) And you will be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a witness to them and the nations.



^  (Matt. 10:36) Indeed, a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.



^  (Acts 12:5) So Peter was being kept in the prison, but the congregation was intensely praying to God for him.



^  (John 13:34) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another.



^  (2 Cor. 12:15) For my part, I will most gladly spend and be completely spent for you. If I love you so much more, am I to be loved the less?



^  (1 Thess. 5:12, 13) Now we request you, brothers, to show respect for those who are working hard among you and presiding over you in the Lord and admonishing you; 13 and to give them extraordinary consideration in love because of their work. Be peaceable with one another.



^  (John 17:20) “I make request, not concerning these only, but also concerning those putting faith in me through their word,



^  (Eph. 6:18) while with every form of prayer and supplication you carry on prayer on every occasion in spirit. And to that end stay awake, constantly making supplication in behalf of all the holy ones.



^  (1 Pet. 2:17) Honor men of all sorts, have love for the whole association of brothers,* be in fear of God, honor the king.

Lit., “the brotherhood.”


^  (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^  (Rom. 12:15) Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.



^  (Heb. 13:3) Keep in mind those in prison,* as though you were imprisoned with them, and those being mistreated, since you yourselves also are in the body.*

Lit., “the bound ones; those in bonds.”
Or possibly, “as if you were suffering with them.”


^  (1 Tim. 2:1, 2) First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving be made concerning all sorts of men, 2 concerning kings and all those who are in high positions, so that we may go on leading a calm and quiet life with complete godly devotion and seriousness.



^  (1 Pet. 2:12) Maintain your conduct fine among the nations, so that when they accuse you of being wrongdoers, they may be eyewitnesses of your fine works and, as a result, glorify God in the day of his inspection.



^  (1 Thess. 3:12) Moreover, may the Lord cause you to increase, yes, to abound in love for one another and for all, just as we do for you,



^ (Matt. 6:8) So do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need even before you ask him.



^  (Matt. 6:8) So do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need even before you ask him.



^  (2 Thess. 1:3) We are obligated always to give thanks to God for you, brothers. This is fitting, because your faith is growing exceedingly and the love of each and every one of you is increasing toward one another.



^  (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.








Two New Members of the Governing Body



ON OCTOBER 5, 2024, a special announcement was made at the annual meeting: Brothers Jody Jedele and Jacob Rumph had been appointed as members of the Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Both brothers have faithfully served Jehovah for many years.



[image: ]

Jody Jedele and his wife, Damaris





Brother Jedele was born in Missouri, U.S.A. and was raised in the truth. His family lived near seldom-worked territory. Thus, he met many brothers from diverse backgrounds who visited to help preach the good news. Their love and unity greatly impacted him. He got baptized in his early teens, on October 15, 1983. He enjoyed the ministry, and after high school, he started regular pioneering in September 1989.

During Brother Jedele’s youth, his parents would take him and his sister to visit Bethel. These visits motivated the children to set the goal of Bethel service​—a goal they both achieved. Brother Jedele arrived at Wallkill Bethel in September 1990. He first worked in the Cleaning Department and later in Medical Services.

About that time, nearby Spanish-language congregations were growing and needed brothers. So Brother Jedele attended one of them and began learning Spanish. Shortly thereafter, he met Damaris, a sister who pioneered in the same circuit. Eventually, they married, and she joined him at Bethel.

In 2005 they left Bethel to care for their faithful parents. During that period, they served as regular pioneers. Brother Jedele helped teach Pioneer Service School, and he served on the local Hospital Liaison Committee and Regional Building Committee.

In 2013, Brother and Sister Jedele were invited back to Bethel for the Warwick construction project. Since then, they have also served at Patterson and Wallkill. Brother Jedele has worked in the Local Design/​Construction Department and in Hospital Information Services. In March 2023, he was appointed as a helper to the Service Committee. Looking back on his assignments, he says: “When facing new assignments, you can sometimes feel overwhelmed. But that’s when you have to remember to rely on Jehovah because he is the one who causes to become.”



[image: ]

Jacob Rumph and his wife, Inga





Brother Rumph was born in California, U.S.A. During his childhood, his mother was inactive but she made efforts to teach him Bible truths. Also, each year he would visit his grandmother, a faithful Witness. She helped to awaken his interest in the truth, and at 13 years of age, he asked for a Bible study. On September 27, 1992, while in his teens, he got baptized. Happily, his mother was reactivated and all his immediate family began making progress and got baptized.

In his youth, Brother Rumph saw how happy the pioneers were. So after completing high school, he began pioneering in September 1995. In 2000, he moved to Ecuador to serve where the need was greater. There he met Inga, a pioneer sister from Canada, and eventually they got married. They began their married life in a town in Ecuador that had a small group of publishers. Today it has a thriving congregation.

In time, Brother and Sister Rumph were appointed as special pioneers and later to the circuit work. In 2011 they were invited to the 132nd class of Gilead. After graduating, they served in various places around the world and enjoyed different forms of service, such as Bethel service, missionary work, and circuit work. Brother Rumph also had the privilege of instructing the School for Kingdom Evangelizers.

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, Brother and Sister Rumph returned to the United States. They were invited to Wallkill Bethel, where Brother Rumph received training in the Service Department. Eventually, they were assigned back to the Ecuador branch, where Brother Rumph served on the Branch Committee. In 2023 they transferred to Warwick. In January 2024, Brother Rumph was appointed to serve as a helper to the Service Committee. Reflecting on where he has served, he says, “What makes an assignment special is never the place but the people with whom you serve.”

We appreciate the hard work of these brothers, and we “keep holding men of that sort dear.”​—Phil. 2:29.



The Governing Body now consists of 11 anointed brothers: Kenneth Cook, Jr.; Gage Fleegle; Samuel Herd; Geoffrey Jackson; Jody Jedele; Stephen Lett; Gerrit Lösch; Jacob Rumph; Mark Sanderson; David Splane; and Jeffrey Winder.







^ (Phil. 2:29) So give him the customary welcome in the Lord with all joy, and keep holding men of that sort dear,








STUDY TIP

Maintain Your Daily Bible Reading Schedule



With so many activities to care for, do you struggle to follow your schedule for reading God’s Word each day? (Josh. 1:8) If so, try one of these suggestions:

	  Set up daily reminders. Set an alarm on your electronic device to prompt you to read the Bible.



	  Keep your Bible in a prominent place. If you read from a printed copy of the Bible, put it where you can easily see it every day.​—Deut. 11:18.



	  Listen to audio recordings. Listen to these as you do routine activities. Tara, a pioneer and a mother who works a night shift, says, “Listening to the audio Bible while doing household chores helps me keep my Bible reading consistent.”



	  Persevere. If unexpected circumstances disrupt your plan, read at least a few Bible verses before going to bed. Even a little bit every day goes a long way.​—1 Pet. 2:2.











^ (Josh. 1:8) This book of the Law should not depart from your mouth, and you must read it in an undertone* day and night, in order to observe carefully all that is written in it; for then your way will be successful and then you will act wisely.

Or “meditate on it.”


^ (Deut. 11:18) “You must impress these words of mine on your heart and your soul* and bind them as a reminder on your hand, and they should be like a headband on your forehead.*

See Glossary.
Lit., “between your eyes.”


^ (1 Pet. 2:2) As newborn infants, form a longing for the unadulterated* milk of the word, so that by means of it you may grow to salvation,

Or “pure.”
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^ ***sjj song 111 Our Reasons for Joy***


SONG 111

Our Reasons for Joy


(Matthew 5:12)


	1. Our reasons for joy are abundant,

Like riches increasing in worth.

Those precious to God from all nations

Are joining us in all the earth.

The joy in our heart is well-founded,

With roots reaching deep in God’s Word.

We daily partake of its teachings;

Faith follows the things we have heard.

Our causes for joy are deep-seated,

Like embers that burn in our hearts.

Though troubles and trials beset us,

Endurance Jehovah imparts.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah our God is our joy,

The work of his hands our delight.

How deep are his thoughts, how great are his works,

Abounding in goodness and might!





	2. We gladly behold his productions,

The heavens, the sea, and the land.

We gaze at the book of creation,

Applauding the work of his hands.

Triumphantly we now bear witness,

Proclaiming the Kingdom of God.

The news of its birth and its blessings,

We joyously spread all abroad.

Eternal rejoicing approaches,

Like daylight that follows the night.

The promised new earth and new heavens

Will bring everlasting delight.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah our God is our joy,

The work of his hands our delight.

How deep are his thoughts, how great are his works,

Abounding in goodness and might!









(See also Deut. 16:15; Isa. 12:6; John 15:11.)





^ (Matt. 5:12) Rejoice and be overjoyed, since your reward is great in the heavens, for in that way they persecuted the prophets prior to you.



^ (Deut. 16:15) Seven days you will celebrate the festival to Jehovah your God in the place that Jehovah chooses, for Jehovah your God will bless all your produce and all that you do, and you will become nothing but joyful.



^ (Isa. 12:6) Cry out and shout for joy, you inhabitant* of Zion, For great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

Lit., “inhabitress,” referring to the population collectively as a woman.


^ (John 15:11) “These things I have spoken to you, so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be made full.









^ ***nwtsty 1 Timothy 6:15***

15 which the happy and only Potentate will show in its* own appointed times. He is the King of those who rule as kings and Lord of those who rule as lords, 

^  Or possibly, “his.”









^ ***sjj song 155 Our Joy Eternally***


SONG 155

Our Joy Eternally


(Psalm 16:11)


	1. The stars that fill the summer night

Look down from above.

The beauty of the day and night

You fashioned with love.

Your hands prepared the land and sea,

And ev’rything that came to be

Brought joy to your heart.

(CHORUS)

There is joy in your creation,

In the message of salvation,

And the Paradise to come.

But to have your love forever

Is a real and lasting treasure.

You alone will prove to be

Our joy eternally.





	2. Jehovah, we have all we need

To bring us delight—

The things we hear and touch and see

And feel deep inside.

You gave us such a perfect start,

Eternity in ev’ry heart,

And joy in our lives.

(CHORUS)

There is joy in your creation,

In the message of salvation,

And the Paradise to come.

But to have your love forever

Is a real and lasting treasure.

You alone will prove to be

Our joy eternally.



(BRIDGE)

This joy could not be ours

Without the gift of your Son.

His sacrifice has paid the price

So joy could be ours for all time.



(CHORUS)

There is joy in your creation,

In the message of salvation,

And the Paradise to come.

But to have your love forever

Is a real and lasting treasure.

You alone will prove to be

Our joy eternally.



(CHORUS)

There is joy in your creation,

In the message of salvation,

And the Paradise to come.

But to have your love forever

Is a real and lasting treasure.

You alone will prove to be

Our joy eternally.









(See also Ps. 37:4; 1 Cor. 15:28.)





^ (Ps. 16:11) You make known to me the path of life. In your presence* is abundant joy; There is happiness* at your right hand forever.

Lit., “With your face.”
Or “pleasantness.”


^ (Ps. 37:4) Find exquisite delight* in Jehovah, And he will grant you the desires of your heart.

Or “Find your greatest joy.”


^ (1 Cor. 15:28) But when all things will have been subjected to him, then the Son himself will also subject himself to the One who subjected all things to him, that God may be all things to everyone.









^ ***w08 7/15 pp. 29-32 Cultivate Reasonable Expectations, and Be Joyful***

Cultivate Reasonable Expectations, and Be Joyful

“I FAILED again!” How many times have you said something like that because you were unable to accomplish what you set out to do? A young Christian mother may express such sentiments because she feels overwhelmed by the constant attention demanded by her newborn child and is frustrated that she cannot pay more attention to spiritual interests. Another Christian may feel limited because of his upbringing and think that he never does enough in the congregation. An elderly Witness may feel dejected because she is unable to share to the full in Christian activities she enjoyed when she had more energy and mobility. “A talk encouraging pioneer service is sometimes enough to make me cry,” notes Christiane, whose family situation prevents her from doing as much as she would like in Jehovah’s service.

How can we deal with such feelings? How have some Christians been able to cultivate a realistic view of their circumstances? What are the benefits of having balanced expectations?

Be Reasonable

The apostle Paul gives us a key to maintaining our joy when he says: “Always rejoice in the Lord. Once more I will say, Rejoice! Let your reasonableness become known to all men.” (Phil. 4:4, 5) To experience joy and satisfaction in our service to God, we need to cultivate reasonable expectations in the light of our own abilities and circumstances. If we strive to attain unreasonable goals regardless of the cost, we subject ourselves to undue tension. On the other hand, we should be careful not to become too lenient with ourselves, using our perceived limitations as an excuse for slowing down more than is necessary in the Christian ministry.

No matter what our circumstances, Jehovah requires that we give him our very best​—our whole-souled and wholehearted service. (Col. 3:23, 24) If we were to give Jehovah less than our best, we would not be living up to our dedication to him. (Rom. 12:1) In addition, we would deprive ourselves of the deep satisfaction, true joy, and other rich blessings that come from whole-souled service.​—Prov. 10:22.

The word translated “reasonable” in the Bible contains the thought of being considerate. Its literal meaning is “yielding.” (Jas. 3:17, ftn.) The word also conveys the sense of not being overly strict. So, then, if we are reasonable, we will be able to take a balanced look at our circumstances. Is that difficult to do? For some it is, even though they may be able to view others with consideration. For instance, if a close friend was showing signs of exhaustion because he was overexerting himself, would we not try to help him to see the wisdom of making some adjustments in his life? Similarly, we need to learn to recognize the signs that may tell us that we are going beyond our own limits.​—Prov. 11:17.

To have a reasonable view of our limitations can be more challenging if we have been brought up by overly demanding parents. Some felt during childhood that they always had to do more or be better to earn their parents’ love. If that was the case with us, we might have a wrong idea about Jehovah’s view of us. Jehovah loves us for the wholehearted way in which we render our service to him. God’s Word assures us that Jehovah “well knows the formation of us, remembering that we are dust.” (Ps. 103:14) He knows our limitations and loves us when we serve him zealously in spite of them. Remembering that our God is not a strict taskmaster will help us to be modest in what we expect of ourselves, recognizing our limitations.​—Mic. 6:8.

Still, some find it difficult to cultivate such a balanced attitude. If that is true in your case, why not seek the help of an experienced Christian who knows you well? (Prov. 27:9) For example, do you want to serve as a regular pioneer? That is an excellent goal! Are you having difficulty realizing it? Perhaps you need help to simplify your life. Or your trusted Christian friend might discuss with you whether your many family responsibilities make regular pioneering a practical goal at this time. He or she could help you to see if the additional activities you want to take on are within your reach or what adjustment might enable you to do more. A husband is also in a good position to help his wife to find a pace that fits her capabilities. For instance, he could suggest that she get some rest before starting a new month of increased activities. This may build up her energy and help her to preserve her joy in the ministry.

Look for Things That You Can Do

Advanced age or failing health may place certain limits on what we can do in Jehovah’s service. If you are a parent, you may have the impression that you benefit little from personal study or Christian meetings because much of your time and energy is taken up by young children. However, could it be that concentrating on your limitations could at times prevent you from seeing what is still within your reach?

Thousands of years ago, a certain Levite expressed a desire that was impossible for him to satisfy. He was privileged to serve for two weeks every year at the temple. However, he expressed the laudable desire to dwell permanently near the altar. (Ps. 84:1-3) What helped this faithful man to be content? He realized that even a single day in the temple courtyards was a unique privilege. (Ps. 84:4, 5, 10) Similarly, rather than dwelling on our limitations, we should try to discern and appreciate possibilities that are within our reach.

Take Nerlande, a Christian sister in Canada, as an example. She is confined to a wheelchair and felt very limited in what she could do in the ministry. However, she changed her perspective by viewing a nearby shopping mall as her personal preaching territory. She explains: “I sit in my wheelchair near a bench in the mall. I find joy in witnessing to people who come and sit down to rest for a moment.” Sharing in this valuable form of the ministry gives Nerlande much satisfaction.

Make Adjustments if Needed

A sailboat may be coursing along at full speed with the wind blowing in its sails. However, when the sailor at the helm encounters a fierce storm, he is forced to adjust the sails. He is not in control of the storm, but by making adjustments, he may remain in control of his sailboat. In a comparable way, often we have no control over adverse stormlike circumstances that we encounter in life. But we can keep control of our life to the extent possible by adjusting the way we use physical, mental, and emotional resources. When we take into consideration our new circumstances, we will be helped to preserve our satisfaction and joy in God’s service.​—Prov. 11:2.

Consider some examples. If we have a limited amount of energy, we may find it appropriate to avoid exhausting activities earlier in the day so that we will have strength to attend a Christian meeting in the evening. This will allow us to take full advantage of our association with fellow Christians. Or if a mother is unable to share in the house-to-house ministry because her child is unwell, she may find it practical to invite a Christian sister to her home to share with her in witnessing by telephone while the child is having a nap.

What if your circumstances do not allow you to study in advance everything that will be considered at the congregation meetings? You can determine how much you can prepare and do that as well as possible. By adjusting our immediate goals, we can stay active and happy.

Adjusting our goals may require determination and effort. Serge and Agnès, a couple in France, had to make a big change in their plans. “When we learned that Agnès was expecting a baby, our dream of being missionaries vanished,” says Serge. Now a father of two lively girls, Serge explains how they set a new goal as a couple. He says: “Not being able to serve abroad, we made up our minds to be ‘missionaries’ in our own country. We joined a foreign-language group.” Did they benefit from setting this new goal? Serge notes: “We feel very useful in the congregation.”

Odile, a Christian sister in France who is in her 70’s and suffers from osteoarthritis in the knees, cannot stand for long. She was discouraged that her physical problems prevented her from having a share in the house-to-house ministry. However, she did not give up. She adjusted her activities by sharing in telephone witnessing. She says: “It is easier and more enjoyable than I thought!” This method of preaching restored her motivation for the ministry.

Reasonable Expectations Bring Blessings

Cultivating a reasonable view of what we can do will spare us many frustrations. By setting balanced goals, we have a sense of achievement despite our limitations. We thus rejoice over what we can accomplish, even if it is relatively modest.​—Gal. 6:4.

As we cultivate balance in what we expect of ourselves, we will become more considerate of fellow Christians. Aware of their limitations, we will always be grateful for what they do for us. By showing appreciation for any help offered, we contribute to a spirit of cooperation and mutual understanding. (1 Pet. 3:8) Remember, as a loving Father, Jehovah never asks more of us than we can give. And when we have balanced expectations and set reachable goals, our spiritual activities will bring us more satisfaction and joy.
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Nerlande finds joy in doing what she can in the ministry
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Serge and Agnès benefited from setting new goals



^ (Phil. 4:4, 5) Always rejoice in the Lord. Again I will say, Rejoice! 5 Let your reasonableness become known to all men. The Lord is near.



^ (Col. 3:23, 24) Whatever you are doing, work at it whole-souled as for Jehovah, and not for men, 24 for you know that it is from Jehovah you will receive the inheritance as a reward. Slave for the Master, Christ.



^ (Rom. 12:1) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason.



^ (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”


^ (Jas. 3:17) But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, not hypocritical.



^ (Prov. 11:17) A kind man* benefits himself,* But the cruel person brings trouble* on himself.

Or “A man of loyal love.”
Or “does good to his soul.”
Or “disgrace.”


^ (Ps. 103:14) For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^ (Mic. 6:8) He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”


^ (Prov. 27:9) Oil and incense make the heart rejoice; So does sweet friendship springing from sincere counsel.*

Or “from counsel of the soul.”


^ (Ps. 84:1-3) How lovely* your grand tabernacle is, O Jehovah of armies!  2 My whole being* yearns, Yes, I am faint with longing, For the courtyards of Jehovah. My heart and my flesh shout joyfully to the living God.  3 Even the bird finds a home there And the swallow a nest for herself, Where she cares for her young Near your grand altar, O Jehovah of armies, My King and my God!

Or “deeply loved.”
Or “My soul.”


^ (Ps. 84:4, 5) Happy are those dwelling in your house! They continue to praise you. (Selah)  5 Happy are the men who find their strength in you, Whose hearts are set on the highways.



^ (Ps. 84:10) For a day in your courtyards is better than a thousand anywhere else! I choose to stand at the threshold of the house of my God Rather than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.



^ (Prov. 11:2) When presumptuousness comes, dishonor will follow, But wisdom is with the modest ones.



^ (Gal. 6:4) But let each one examine his own actions, and then he will have cause for rejoicing in regard to himself alone, and not in comparison with the other person.



^ (1 Pet. 3:8) Finally, all of you have unity of mind,* fellow feeling, brotherly affection, tender compassion, and humility.

Or “think in agreement.”














^ ***sjj song 108 God’s Loyal Love***


SONG 108

God’s Loyal Love


(Isaiah 55:1-3)


	1. Loyal love! God is love.

We can sense his care from above.

God by means of his precious Son

Paid the ransom for ev’ryone,

Giving hope that we might possess

Life eternal and happiness.

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,

Come and drink life’s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;

God’s loyal love you’ll see.





	2. Loyal love! God is love.

All his works give proof of his love.

Love Jehovah has further shown,

Giving Jesus the kingly throne.

God’s own purpose has come to pass.

See! His Kingdom is here at last!

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,

Come and drink life’s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;

God’s loyal love you’ll see.





	3. Loyal love! God is love.

May his spirit move us to love.

As we loyally help the meek,

God’s commandments they learn to keep.

We are serving with godly fear,

Preaching boldly for all to hear.

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,

Come and drink life’s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;

God’s loyal love you’ll see.









(See also Ps. 33:5; 57:10; Eph. 1:7.)





^ (Isa. 55:1-3) Come, all you thirsty ones, come to the water! You with no money, come, buy and eat! Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  2 Why do you keep paying out money for what is not bread, And why spend your earnings* for what brings no satisfaction? Listen intently to me, and eat what is good, And you* will find great delight in what is truly rich.*  3 Incline your ear and come to me. Listen, and you* will keep alive, And I will readily make with you an everlasting covenant In harmony with the expressions of loyal love to David, which are faithful.*

Or “hard-earned money.”
Or “your soul.”
Lit., “in fatness.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “trustworthy; reliable.”


^ (Ps. 33:5) He loves righteousness and justice. The earth is filled with Jehovah’s loyal love.



^ (Ps. 57:10) For your loyal love is great, as high as the heavens, And your faithfulness, up to the skies.



^ (Eph. 1:7) By means of him we have the release by ransom through the blood of that one, yes, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his undeserved kindness.









^ ***sjj song 159 Give Jehovah Glory***


SONG 159

Give Jehovah Glory


(Psalm 96:8)


	1. Who is like you, O Jehovah,

High on your heavenly throne?

How could I ever repay you

For all of the love you have shown?

When I look up to the heavens,

Power and glory I see.

Who then am I, O Jehovah,

That you would show favor to me?

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, please hear the song I sing.

It’s a song of praise to you.

You are my God and the Eternal King,

So I give you what is due;

All the glory goes to you.





	2. My life is yours, O Jehovah.

May all I do bring you praise.

Gladly I’ll speak of your goodness

And tell of your glorious ways.

Serving you, Great God, Jehovah,

Fills me with honor and pride.

You are my strength and my glory.

Forever may you be my Guide.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, please hear the song I sing.

It’s a song of praise to you.

You are my God and the Eternal King,

So I give you what is due;

All the glory goes to you.





	3. Oceans and valleys below me,

Sun, moon, and stars up above

Fill me with joy and with wonder

And show me your unending love.

Majesty, wisdom, and beauty:

These are the things that I see.

How could I not give you glory

For making it all come to be?

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, please hear the song I sing.

It’s a song of praise to you.

You are my God and the Eternal King,

So I give you what is due;

All the glory goes to you.









(See also Ps. 96:1-10; 148:3, 7.)





^ (Ps. 96:8) Give Jehovah the glory due his name; Bring a gift and come into his courtyards.



^ (Ps. 96:1-10) Sing to Jehovah a new song. Sing to Jehovah, all the earth!  2 Sing to Jehovah; praise his name. Proclaim the good news of his salvation day after day.  3 Declare his glory among the nations, His wonderful works among all the peoples.  4 Jehovah is great and most worthy of praise. He is more awe-inspiring than all other gods.  5 All the gods of the peoples are worthless gods, But Jehovah is the one who made the heavens.  6 In his presence are majesty* and splendor; Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.  7 Give Jehovah his due, you families of the peoples, Give Jehovah his due for his glory and strength.  8 Give Jehovah the glory due his name; Bring a gift and come into his courtyards.  9 Bow down to* Jehovah in holy adornment;* Tremble before him, all the earth! 10 Declare among the nations: “Jehovah has become King! The earth* is firmly established, it cannot be moved.* He will judge* the peoples fairly.”

Or “dignity.”
Or “Worship.”
Or possibly, “because of the splendor of his holiness.”
Or “productive land.”
Or “cannot totter.”
Or “plead the cause of.”


^ (Ps. 148:3) Praise him, sun and moon. Praise him, all shining stars.



^ (Ps. 148:7) Praise Jehovah from the earth, You great sea creatures and all deep waters,















^ ***sjj song 44 A Prayer of the Lowly One***


SONG 44

A Prayer of the Lowly One


(Psalm 4:1)


	1. Jehovah God, I call to you and ask you:

“Hear my prayer.”

My wounds are deep and slow to heal;

my load is hard to bear.

Despondent thoughts and disappointed hopes

have left me weak.

O God of comfort, care for me;

your favor I do seek.

(CHORUS)

Do raise me up; help me endure.

When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.

From deep despair, I turn to you.

Jehovah God, my strength renew.





	2. Your Word has been my comfort and

a refuge when I’m weak,

Expressing feelings dear to me

in words I cannot speak.

Please build in me the faith and trust

that your Word does impart.

And help me always know your love

is greater than my heart.

(CHORUS)

Do raise me up; help me endure.

When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.

From deep despair, I turn to you.

Jehovah God, my strength renew.









(See also Ps. 42:6; 119:28; Rom. 8:26; 2 Cor. 4:16; 1 John 3:20.)





^ (Ps. 4:1) When I call, answer me, O my righteous God. Make a way of escape* for me in my distress. Show me favor and hear my prayer.

Lit., “Make broad space.”


^ (Ps. 42:6) My God, I am* in despair. That is why I remember you, From the land of Jordan and the peaks of Herʹmon, From Mount Mi·zarʹ.*

Or “my soul is.”
Or “the little mountain.”


^ (Ps. 119:28) I have* been sleepless from grief. Strengthen me according to your word.

Or “My soul has.”


^ (Rom. 8:26) In like manner, the spirit also joins in with help for our weakness; for the problem is that we do not know what we should pray for as we need to, but the spirit itself pleads for us with unuttered* groanings.

Or “unspoken.”


^ (2 Cor. 4:16) Therefore, we do not give up, but even if the man we are outside is wasting away, certainly the man we are inside is being renewed from day to day.



^ (1 John 3:20) regarding whatever our hearts may condemn us in, because God is greater than our hearts and knows all things.









^ ***sjj song 45 The Meditation of My Heart***


SONG 45

The Meditation of My Heart


(Psalm 19:14)


	1. The meditation of my heart,

The thoughts I ponder through the day—

May they be pleasing to you, Lord,

And keep me steadfast in your way.

When worries weigh upon my mind

And make me restless in the night,

Then may I meditate on you

And things I know to be upright.



	2. Whatever things are chaste and true,

Whatever virtue there may be,

Whatever things well-spoken-of—

May thoughts of these bring peace to me.

How precious are your thoughts, O God!

Beyond all counting is their sum.

So may I ponder your own words,

Absorbed in them may I become.







(See also Ps. 49:3; 63:6; 139:17, 23; Phil. 4:7, 8; 1 Tim. 4:15.)





^ (Ps. 19:14) May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be pleasing to you, O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer.



^ (Ps. 49:3) My own mouth will speak wisdom, And the meditation of my heart will show understanding.



^ (Ps. 63:6) I remember you while upon my bed; I meditate on you during the watches of the night.



^ (Ps. 139:17) So to me, how precious your thoughts are! O God, how vast is the sum of them!



^ (Ps. 139:23) Search through me, O God, and know my heart. Examine me, and know my anxious* thoughts.

Or “disquieting.”


^ (Phil. 4:7, 8) and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^ (1 Tim. 4:15) Ponder over these things; be absorbed in them, so that your advancement may be plainly seen by all people.









^ ***scl pp. 63-66 Jehovah***


Jehovah



His name

The name Jehovah is understood to mean “He Causes to Become”


Ge 1:1; Ex 3:13-15; Ps 102:25; Isa 42:5



What does Jehovah become, or what roles does he assume, in order to care for his servants?


Ps 19:14; 68:5; Isa 33:22; 40:11; 2Co 1:3, 4

See also Ps 118:14; Isa 30:20; Jer 3:14; Zec 2:5



Why is the sanctification of God’s name of utmost importance?


Ps 83:18; Isa 29:23; Eze 36:23; Lu 11:2



Why is Jehovah, the Universal Sovereign, worthy of our obedience?


Re 4:11; 7:9-12



Some of Jehovah’s titles

Almighty​—Ge 17:1; Re 19:6

Father​—Mt 6:9; Joh 5:21

Grand Instructor​—Isa 30:20

Jehovah of armies​—1Sa 1:11

King of eternity​—1Ti 1:17; Re 15:3

Majesty​—Heb 1:3; 8:1

Most High​—Ge 14:18-22; Ps 7:17

The Rock​—De 32:4; Isa 26:4

Sovereign Lord​—Isa 25:8; Am 3:7

Some of Jehovah’s outstanding qualities

How does Jehovah emphasize his holiness, and how should that affect his servants?


Ex 28:36; Le 19:2; 2Co 7:1; 1Pe 1:13-16


	Relevant Bible account(s):

	Isa 6:1-8​—The prophet Isaiah is at first overwhelmed by a vision that emphasizes Jehovah’s holiness, but a seraph reminds him that even sinful humans can be clean in God’s eyes



	Ro 6:12-23; 12:1, 2​—The apostle Paul explains how we can fight against our sinful tendencies and pursue “the way of holiness”













How great is Jehovah’s power, and what are some ways in which he uses it?


Ex 15:3-6; 2Ch 16:9; Isa 40:22, 25, 26, 28-31


	Relevant Bible account(s):

	De 8:12-18​—The prophet Moses reminds the people that they owe all the good things they have to Jehovah’s generous use of His power in their behalf



	1Ki 19:9-14​—Jehovah uses awesome demonstrations of his power to encourage his depressed prophet Elijah













Why is Jehovah’s justice the best justice?


De 32:4; Job 34:10; 37:23; Ps 37:28; Isa 33:22


	Relevant Bible account(s):

	De 24:16-22​—As revealed in the Mosaic Law, Jehovah’s sense of justice is in perfect harmony with his mercy and love



	2Ch 19:4-7​—King Jehoshaphat reminds the judges he appoints that they represent Jehovah’s justice, not that of any man













What reveals that Jehovah is supremely wise?


Ps 104:24; Pr 2:1-8; Jer 10:12; Ro 11:33; 16:27

See also Ps 139:14; Jer 17:10


	Relevant Bible account(s):

	1Ki 4:29-34​—Jehovah blesses King Solomon with more wisdom than all other men of his time possess



	Lu 11:31; Joh 7:14-18​—Jesus is greater in wisdom than Solomon; yet, Jesus humbly acknowledges the Source of his wisdom













How does Jehovah show that love is his dominant quality?


Joh 3:16; Ro 8:32; 1Jo 4:8-10, 19

See also Zep 3:17; Joh 3:35


	Relevant Bible account(s):

	Mt 10:29-31​—Jesus uses the sparrow to illustrate how much Jehovah loves and values each of His human servants



	Mr 1:9-11​—Jehovah speaks to his Son from heaven, openly giving him what every child needs from a parent—​acknowledgment, love, and approval













For what other reasons are we drawn to Jehovah? The Bible shows that among his many appealing qualities, Jehovah is also . . .

All-seeing​—2Ch 16:9; Pr 15:3

Changeless; reliable​—Mal 3:6; Jas 1:17

Compassionate​—Isa 49:15; 63:9; Zec 2:8

Eternal; without beginning or end​—Ps 90:2; 93:2

Generous​—Ps 104:13-15; 145:16

Glorious​—Re 4:1-6

Happy​—1Ti 1:11

Humble​—Ps 18:35

Kind​—Lu 6:35; Ro 2:4

Loyal​—Re 15:4

Majestic​—Ps 8:1; 148:13

Merciful​—Ex 34:6

Patient​—Isa 30:18; 2Pe 3:9

Peaceful​—Php 4:9

Righteous​—Ps 7:9

What will happen when we get to know Jehovah God better?


De 6:4, 5; Mr 12:28-32



How to serve Jehovah

What shows that Jehovah does not require more of his servants than is reasonable?


De 10:12; Mic 6:8; 1Jo 5:3


	Relevant Bible account(s):

	De 30:11-14​—The Law given through the prophet Moses is not too hard for the Israelites to obey



	Mt 11:28-30​—Jesus, who perfectly reflects his Father, assures his followers that he is a refreshing Master













Why is it fitting that we praise Jehovah?


Ps 105:1, 2; Isa 43:10-12, 21

See also Jer 20:9; Lu 6:45; Ac 4:19, 20


	Relevant Bible account(s):

	Ps 104:1, 2, 10-20, 33, 34​—The psalmist finds in creation ample reason to sing praises to Jehovah



	Ps 148:1-14​—Physical creation and all the angels praise Jehovah, and so should we













How can our conduct give a witness about Jehovah?


Mt 5:16; Joh 15:8; 1Pe 2:12

See also Jas 3:13



Why should we draw closer to Jehovah?


Ps 73:28; Jas 4:8



How does humility help us draw close to God?


Ps 138:6; Isa 57:15



What role do Bible reading and meditation play in our drawing close to Jehovah?


Ps 1:1-3; 77:11-13; Mal 3:16



Why is it vital that we act on what we learn about Jehovah?


Lu 6:46-49; Jas 1:22-25



Why should we never try to hide anything from Jehovah?


Job 34:22; Pr 28:13; Jer 23:24; 1Ti 5:24, 25


	Relevant Bible account(s):

	2Ki 5:20-27​—Gehazi tries to hide his sin, but Jehovah enables His prophet Elisha to see the truth



	Ac 5:1-11​—Ananias and Sapphira are exposed and punished for lying to the holy spirit

















^ (Gen. 1:1) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.



^ (Ex. 3:13-15) But Moses said to the true God: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?” 14 So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’” 15 Then God said once more to Moses: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘Jehovah the God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from generation to generation.

Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.


^ (Ps. 102:25) Long ago you laid the foundations of the earth, And the heavens are the work of your hands.



^ (Isa. 42:5) This is what the true God, Jehovah, says, The Creator of the heavens and the Grand One who stretched them out, The One who spread out the earth and its produce, The One who gives breath to the people on it And spirit to those who walk on it:



^ (Ps. 19:14) May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be pleasing to you, O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer.



^ (Ps. 68:5) A father of the fatherless and a protector* of widows Is God in his holy dwelling.

Lit., “judge.”


^ (Isa. 33:22) For Jehovah is our Judge, Jehovah is our Lawgiver, Jehovah is our King; He is the One who will save us.



^ (Isa. 40:11) Like a shepherd he will care for* his flock. With his arm he will gather together the lambs, And in his bosom he will carry them. He will gently lead those nursing their young.

Or “will shepherd.”


^ (2 Cor. 1:3, 4) Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of tender mercies and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our trials so that we may be able to comfort others in any sort of trial with the comfort that we receive from God.



^ (Ps. 118:14) Jah is my shelter and my strength, And he has become my salvation.



^ (Isa. 30:20) Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes.



^ (Jer. 3:14) “Return, you renegade sons,” declares Jehovah. “For I have become your true master;* and I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion.

Or possibly, “your husband.”


^ (Zech. 2:5) And I will become to her,” declares Jehovah, “a wall of fire all around, and I will become the glory in her midst.”’”



^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (Isa. 29:23) For when he sees his children, Who are the work of my hands, in his midst, They will sanctify my name; Yes, they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, And they will stand in awe of the God of Israel.



^ (Ezek. 36:23) ‘I will certainly sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the nations, which you profaned among them; and the nations will have to know that I am Jehovah,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘when I am sanctified among you before their eyes.



^ (Luke 11:2) So he said to them: “Whenever you pray, say: ‘Father, let your name be sanctified. Let your Kingdom come.



^ (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.


^ (Rev. 7:9-12) After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues,* standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands. 10 And they keep shouting with a loud voice, saying: “Salvation we owe to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 11 All the angels were standing around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell facedown before the throne and worshipped God, 12 saying: “Amen! Let the praise and the glory and the wisdom and the thanksgiving and the honor and the power and the strength be to our God forever and ever. Amen.”

Or “languages.”


^ (Gen. 17:1) When Aʹbram was 99 years old, Jehovah appeared to Aʹbram and said to him: “I am God Almighty. Walk before me and prove yourself faultless.*

Or “blameless.”


^ (Rev. 19:6) And I heard what sounded like a voice of a great crowd and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of heavy thunders. They said: “Praise Jah,* because Jehovah* our God, the Almighty, has begun to rule as king!

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
See App. A5.


^ (Matt. 6:9) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.



^ (John 5:21) For just as the Father raises the dead up and makes them alive, so the Son also makes alive whomever he wants to.



^ (Isa. 30:20) Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes.



^ (1 Sam. 1:11) And she made this vow: “O Jehovah of armies, if you look upon the affliction of your servant and remember me and you do not forget your servant and give to your servant a male child, I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and no razor will touch his head.”



^ (1 Tim. 1:17) Now to the King of eternity, incorruptible, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.



^ (Rev. 15:3) They were singing the song of Moses the slave of God and the song of the Lamb, saying: “Great and wonderful are your works, Jehovah* God, the Almighty. Righteous and true are your ways, King of eternity.

See App. A5.


^ (Heb. 1:3) He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact representation of his very being, and he sustains all things by the word of his power. And after he had made a purification for our sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.



^ (Heb. 8:1) Now this is the main point of what we are saying: We have such a high priest as this, and he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,



^ (Gen. 14:18-22) And Mel·chizʹe·dek king of Saʹlem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of the Most High God. 19 Then he blessed him and said: “Blessed be Aʹbram by the Most High God, Maker of heaven and earth; 20 And praised be the Most High God, Who has handed your oppressors over to you!” And Aʹbram gave him a tenth of everything. 21 After that the king of Sodʹom said to Aʹbram: “Give me the people,* but take the goods for yourself.” 22 But Aʹbram said to the king of Sodʹom: “I raise my hand in an oath to Jehovah the Most High God, Maker of heaven and earth,

Or “souls.”


^ (Ps. 7:17) I will praise Jehovah for his justice; I will sing praises* to the name of Jehovah the Most High.

Or “make music.”


^ (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ (Isa. 26:4) Trust in Jehovah forever, For Jah* Jehovah is the eternal Rock.

“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Isa. 25:8) He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.

Or “do away with.”


^ (Amos 3:7) For the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will not do a thing Unless he has revealed his confidential matter* to his servants the prophets.

Or “his ­secret.”


^ (Ex. 28:36) “You are to make a shining plate of pure gold and engrave on it as one would engrave a seal: ‘Holiness belongs to Jehovah.’



^ (Lev. 19:2) “Speak to the entire assembly of the Israelites and tell them, ‘You should be holy, because I, Jehovah your God, am holy.



^ (2 Cor. 7:1) Therefore, since we have these promises, beloved ones, let us cleanse ourselves of every defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.



^ (1 Pet. 1:13-16) So brace up your minds for activity; keep your senses completely; set your hope on the undeserved kindness that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, stop being molded by* the desires you formerly had in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you, become holy yourselves in all your conduct, 16 for it is written: “You must be holy, because I am holy.”

Or “fashioned after.”


^ (Isa. 6:1-8) In the year that King Uz·ziʹah died, I saw Jehovah sitting on a lofty and elevated throne, and the skirts of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were standing above him; each had six wings. Each* covered his face with two and covered his feet with two, and each of them would fly about with two.  3 And one called to the other: “Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of armies. The whole earth is filled with his glory.” 4 And the pivots of the thresholds quivered at the sound of the shouting,* and the house was filled with smoke.  5 Then I said: “Woe to me! I am as good as dead,* For I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of armies himself!” 6 At that, one of the seraphs flew to me, and in his hand was a glowing coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 He touched my mouth and said: “Look! This has touched your lips. Your guilt is removed, And your sin is atoned for.” 8 Then I heard the voice of Jehovah saying: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said: “Here I am! Send me!”

Lit., “He.”
Lit., “the voice of the one calling.”
Lit., “I have been brought to silence.”


^ (Rom. 6:12-23) Therefore, do not let sin continue to rule as king in your mortal bodies so that you should obey their desires. 13 Neither go on presenting your bodies to sin as weapons of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, also your bodies to God as weapons of righteousness. 14 For sin must* not be master over you, seeing that you are not under law but under undeserved kindness. 15 What follows? Are we to commit a sin because we are not under law but under undeserved kindness? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey, either of sin leading to death or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But thanks to God that although you were once the slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that pattern of teaching to which you were handed over. 18 Yes, since you were set free from sin, you became slaves to righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh; for just as you presented your members as slaves to uncleanness and lawlessness leading to lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free as to righteousness. 21 What, then, was the fruit that you used to produce at that time? Things of which you are now ashamed. For the end of those things is death. 22 However, now that you were set free from sin and became slaves to God, you are producing your fruit in the way of holiness, and the end is everlasting life. 23 For the wages sin pays is death, but the gift God gives is everlasting life by Christ Jesus our Lord.

Or “will.”


^ (Rom. 12:1, 2) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason. 2 And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^ (Ex. 15:3-6) Jehovah is a powerful warrior. Jehovah is his name.  4 Pharʹaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast into the sea, And his finest warriors have sunk into the Red Sea.  5 The surging waters covered them; down into the depths they sank like a stone.  6 Your right hand, O Jehovah, is great in power; Your right hand, O Jehovah, can shatter an enemy.



^ (2 Chron. 16:9) For the eyes of Jehovah are roving about through all the earth to show his strength* in behalf of those whose heart is complete toward* him. You have acted foolishly in this matter; from now on there will be wars against you.”

Or “support.”
Or “completely devoted to.”


^ (Isa. 40:22) There is One who dwells above the circle* of the earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers. He is stretching out the heavens like a fine gauze, And he spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.

Or “sphere.”


^ (Isa. 40:25, 26) “To whom can you liken me to make me his equal?” says the Holy One. 26 “Lift up your eyes to heaven and see. Who has created these things? It is the One who brings out their army by number; He calls them all by name. Because of his vast dynamic energy and his awe-inspiring power, Not one of them is missing.



^ (Isa. 40:28-31) Do you not know? Have you not heard? Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the earth, is a God for all eternity. He never tires out or grows weary. His understanding is unsearchable.* 29 He gives power to the tired one And full might to those lacking strength.* 30 Boys will tire out and grow weary, And young men will stumble and fall, 31 But those hoping in Jehovah will regain power. They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary; They will walk and not tire out.”

Or “cannot be fathomed.”
Or “dynamic energy.”


^ (Deut. 8:12-18) When you eat and are satisfied and you build fine houses and dwell in them, 13 when your herd and your flocks multiply and your silver and gold increase and you have an abundance of everything, 14 do not let your heart become proud and cause you to forget Jehovah your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 15 who caused you to walk through the great and fearsome wilderness, with poisonous serpents and scorpions and with parched ground that has no water. He made water flow out of the flinty rock 16 and fed you with manna in the wilderness, which your fathers had not known, in order to humble you and to put you to the test so as to benefit you in the future. 17 If you should say in your heart, ‘My own power and the strength of my own hand have produced this wealth for me,’ 18 remember that it is Jehovah your God who gives power to you to make wealth, in order to carry out his covenant that he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.



^ (1 Ki. 19:9-14) There he entered a cave and spent the night; and look! Jehovah’s word came to him, telling him: “What are you doing here, E·liʹjah?” 10 To this he said: “I have been absolutely zealous for Jehovah the God of armies; for the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, your altars they have torn down, and your prophets they have killed with the sword, and I am the only one left. Now they are seeking to take my life* away.” 11 But He said: “Go out and stand on the mountain before Jehovah.” And look! Jehovah was passing by, and a great and strong wind was splitting mountains and breaking crags before Jehovah, but Jehovah was not in the wind. After the wind, there was an earthquake, but Jehovah was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake, there was a fire, but Jehovah was not in the fire. After the fire, there was a calm, low voice. 13 As soon as E·liʹjah heard it, he wrapped his face in his official garment and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then a voice asked him: “What are you doing here, E·liʹjah?” 14 To this he said: “I have been absolutely zealous for Jehovah the God of armies; for the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, your altars they have torn down, and your prophets they have killed with the sword, and I am the only one left. Now they are seeking to take my life* away.”

Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”


^ (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ (Job 34:10) So listen to me, you men of understanding:* It is unthinkable for the true God to act wickedly, For the Almighty to do wrong!

Lit., “heart.”


^ (Job 37:23) Understanding the Almighty is beyond our reach; He is great in power, And he never violates his justice and abundant righteousness.



^ (Ps. 37:28) For Jehovah loves justice, And he will not abandon his loyal ones. They will always be guarded; But the descendants of the wicked will be done away with.



^ (Isa. 33:22) For Jehovah is our Judge, Jehovah is our Lawgiver, Jehovah is our King; He is the One who will save us.



^ (Deut. 24:16-22) “Fathers should not be put to death for what their children do, and children should not be put to death for what their fathers do. A person should be put to death only for his own sin. 17 “You must not pervert the judgment of the foreign resident or of the fatherless child,* and you must not seize the garment of a widow as security for a loan.* 18 Remember that you became a slave in Egypt, and Jehovah your God redeemed you from there. That is why I am commanding you to do this. 19 “When you reap your harvest from your field and you have forgotten a sheaf in the field, do not go back to get it. It should be left for the foreign resident, the fatherless child, and the widow, so that Jehovah your God may bless you in all that you do. 20 “When you beat your olive tree, you should not repeat the procedure on its branches. What is left should remain for the foreign resident, the fatherless child, and the widow. 21 “When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you must not return to gather the leftovers. They should be left for the foreign resident, the fatherless child, and the widow. 22 Remember that you became a slave in the land of Egypt. That is why I am commanding you to do this.

Or “the orphan.”
Or “as a pledge.”


^ (2 Chron. 19:4-7) Je·hoshʹa·phat continued living in Jerusalem, and he went out again among the people from Beʹer-sheʹba to the mountainous region of Eʹphra·im, to bring them back to Jehovah the God of their forefathers. 5 He also appointed judges throughout the land in all the fortified cities of Judah, city by city. 6 And he said to the judges: “Pay attention to what you are doing, for you do not judge for man but for Jehovah, and he is with you when you pass judgment. 7 Now let the fear of Jehovah be upon you. Be careful about what you do, for with Jehovah our God there is no injustice, no partiality, no bribe-taking.”



^ (Ps. 104:24) How many your works are, O Jehovah! You have made all of them in wisdom. The earth is full of what you have made.



^ (Prov. 2:1-8) My son, if you accept my sayings And treasure up my commandments,  2 By making your ear attentive to wisdom And inclining your heart to discernment;  3 Moreover, if you call out for understanding And raise your voice for discernment;  4 If you keep seeking for it as for silver, And you keep searching for it as for hidden treasures;  5 Then you will understand the fear of Jehovah, And you will find the knowledge of God.  6 For Jehovah himself gives wisdom; From his mouth come knowledge and discernment.  7 He treasures up practical wisdom for the upright; He is a shield for those walking in integrity.  8 He watches over the paths of justice, And he will guard the way of his loyal ones.



^ (Jer. 10:12) He is the Maker of the earth by his power, The One who established the productive land by his wisdom And who stretched out the heavens by his understanding.



^ (Rom. 11:33) O the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments are and beyond tracing out his ways are!



^ (Rom. 16:27) to God, who alone is wise, be the glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.



^ (Ps. 139:14) I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way I am wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, I know* this very well.

Or “My soul knows.”


^ (Jer. 17:10) I, Jehovah, am searching the heart, Examining the innermost thoughts,* To give to each one according to his ways, According to the fruitage of his works.

Or “deepest emotions.” Lit., “kidneys.”


^ (1 Ki. 4:29-34) And God gave Solʹo·mon wisdom and discernment in very great measure and a broadness of heart* like the sand on the seashore. 30 Solʹo·mon’s wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the people of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt. 31 He was wiser than any other man, wiser than Eʹthan the Ezʹra·hite and Heʹman, Calʹcol, and Darʹda, the sons of Maʹhol; his fame spread among all the surrounding nations. 32 He composed* 3,000 proverbs and his songs numbered 1,005. 33 He would speak about the trees, from the cedar in Lebʹa·non to the hyssop that grows on the wall; he would speak about the animals, the birds,* the creeping things,* and the fish. 34 People from all the nations came to hear Solʹo·mon’s wisdom, including kings from all over the earth who had heard about his wisdom.

Or “heart with understanding.”
Or “spoke.”
Or “flying creatures.”
Possibly including reptiles and insects.


^ (Luke 11:31) The queen of the south will be raised up in the judgment with the men of this generation and will condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solʹo·mon. But look! something more than Solʹo·mon is here.



^ (John 7:14-18) When the festival was half over, Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. 15 And the Jews were astonished, saying: “How does this man have such a knowledge of the Scriptures when he has not studied at the schools?” 16 Jesus, in turn, answered them and said: “What I teach is not mine, but belongs to him who sent me. 17 If anyone desires to do His will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or I speak of my own originality. 18 Whoever speaks of his own originality is seeking his own glory; but whoever seeks the glory of the one who sent him, this one is true* and there is no unrighteousness in him.

Or “is truthful.”


^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Rom. 8:32) Since he did not even spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, will he not also, along with him, kindly give us all other things?



^ (1 John 4:8-10) Whoever does not love has not come to know God, because God is love. 9 By this the love of God was revealed in our case, that God sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we might gain life through him. 10 The love is in this respect, not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a propitiatory sacrifice* for our sins.

Or “an atoning sacrifice; a means of appeasement.”


^ (1 John 4:19) We love, because he first loved us.



^ (Zeph. 3:17) Jehovah your God is in your midst. As a mighty One, he will save. He will exult over you with great joy. He will become silent* in his love. He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.

Or “quiet; at ease; satisfied.”


^ (John 3:35) The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand.



^ (Matt. 10:29-31) Two sparrows sell for a coin of small value, do they not? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So have no fear; you are worth more than many sparrows.



^ (Mark 1:9-11) In the course of those days, Jesus came from Nazʹa·reth of Galʹi·lee and was baptized in the Jordan by John. 10 And immediately on coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens being parted and, like a dove, the spirit coming down upon him. 11 And a voice came out of the heavens: “You are my Son, the beloved; I have approved you.”



^ (2 Chron. 16:9) For the eyes of Jehovah are roving about through all the earth to show his strength* in behalf of those whose heart is complete toward* him. You have acted foolishly in this matter; from now on there will be wars against you.”

Or “support.”
Or “completely devoted to.”


^ (Prov. 15:3) The eyes of Jehovah are everywhere, Watching both the bad and the good.



^ (Mal. 3:6) “For I am Jehovah; I do not change.* And you are sons of Jacob; you have not yet come to your finish.

Or “I have not changed.”


^ (Jas. 1:17) Every good gift and every perfect present is from above, coming down from the Father of the celestial lights, who does not vary or change like the shifting shadows.*

Or “with whom there is not a variation of the turning of the shadow.”


^ (Isa. 49:15) Can a woman forget her nursing child Or have no compassion for the son of her womb? Even if these women forget, I would never forget you.



^ (Isa. 63:9) During all their distress it was distressing to him. And his own personal messenger* saved them. In his love and compassion he repurchased them, And he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

Or “the angel of his presence.”


^ (Zech. 2:8) For this is what Jehovah of armies says, who after being glorified* has sent me to the nations that were plundering you: ‘Whoever touches you touches the pupil of my eye.*

Lit., “after glory.”
Or “touches my eyeball.”


^ (Ps. 90:2) Before the mountains were born Or you brought forth* the earth and the productive land, From everlasting to everlasting,* you are God.

Or “brought forth as with labor pains.”
Or “From eternity to eternity.”


^ (Ps. 93:2) Your throne was firmly established long ago; From eternity you have existed.



^ (Ps. 104:13-15) He is watering the mountains from his upper rooms. With the fruitage of your works the earth is satisfied. 14 He is making grass grow for the cattle And vegetation for mankind’s use, To grow food from the land 15 And wine that makes man’s heart rejoice, Oil that makes the face shine, And bread that sustains the heart of mortal man.



^ (Ps. 145:16) You open your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing.



^ (Rev. 4:1-6) After this I saw, and look! an opened door in heaven, and the first voice that I heard speaking with me was like a trumpet, saying: “Come up here, and I will show you the things that must take place.” 2 After this I immediately came to be in the power of the spirit, and look! a throne was in its position in heaven, and someone was seated on the throne. 3 And the One seated had the appearance of a jasper stone and a sardius stone,* and all around the throne was a rainbow like an emerald in appearance. 4 All around the throne were 24 thrones, and on these thrones I saw seated 24 elders dressed in white garments, and on their heads golden crowns. 5 From the throne were coming lightning and voices and thunders; and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, and these mean the seven spirits of God. 6 Before the throne was something resembling a glassy sea, like crystal. In the midst of the throne* and around the throne were four living creatures that were full of eyes in front and behind.

Or “a precious red-colored stone.”
Or “In the middle with the throne.”


^ (1 Tim. 1:11) according to the glorious good news of the happy God, with which I was entrusted.



^ (Ps. 18:35) You give me your shield of salvation, Your right hand supports* me, And your humility makes me great.

Or “sustains.”


^ (Luke 6:35) On the contrary, continue to love your enemies and to do good and to lend without hoping for anything back; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind toward the unthankful and wicked.



^ (Rom. 2:4) Or do you despise the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, because you do not know that God in his kindness is trying to lead you to repentance?



^ (Rev. 15:4) Who will not really fear you, Jehovah,* and glorify your name, for you alone are loyal? For all the nations will come and worship before you, because your righteous decrees have been revealed.”

See App. A5.


^ (Ps. 8:1) O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic your name is throughout the earth; You have set your splendor even higher than the heavens!*

Or possibly, “You whose splendor is recounted above the heavens!”


^ (Ps. 148:13) Let them praise the name of Jehovah, For his name alone is unreachably high. His majesty is above earth and heaven.



^ (Ex. 34:6) Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,*

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^ (Isa. 30:18) But Jehovah is waiting patiently* to show you favor, And he will rise up to show you mercy. For Jehovah is a God of justice. Happy are all those keeping in expectation of* him.

Or “keeping in expectation.”
Or “eagerly waiting for.”


^ (2 Pet. 3:9) Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.


^ (Phil. 4:9) The things that you learned as well as accepted and heard and saw in connection with me, practice these, and the God of peace will be with you.



^ (Ps. 7:9) Please put an end to the evil deeds of the wicked. But establish the righteous, Since you are the righteous God who examines the hearts and the deepest emotions.*

Or “tests the hearts and the kidneys.”


^ (Deut. 6:4, 5) “Listen, O Israel: Jehovah our God is one Jehovah. 5 You must love Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul* and all your strength.*

See Glossary.
Or “vital force; resources.”


^ (Mark 12:28-32) One of the scribes who had come up and heard them disputing, knowing that he had answered them in a fine way, asked him: “Which commandment is first* of all?” 29 Jesus answered: “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel, Jehovah our God is one Jehovah, 30 and you must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.’ 31 The second is this, ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 The scribe said to him: “Teacher, you spoke well, in line with truth, ‘He is One, and there is no other besides him’;

Or “most important.”


^ (Deut. 10:12) “Now, O Israel, what is Jehovah your God asking of you? Only this: to fear Jehovah your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul,*

See Glossary.


^ (Mic. 6:8) He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”


^ (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^ (Deut. 30:11-14) “Now this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it beyond your reach.* 12 It is not in the heavens, so that you have to say, ‘Who will ascend to the heavens and get it for us, so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 13 Nor is it on the other side of the sea, so that you have to say, ‘Who will cross over to the other side of the sea and get it for us, so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 14 For the word is very near you, in your own mouth and in your own heart, so that you may do it.

Lit., “nor is it far away.”


^ (Matt. 11:28-30) Come to me, all you who are toiling* and loaded down, and I will refresh you. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,* for I am mild-tempered and lowly in heart, and you will find refreshment for yourselves. 30 For my yoke is kindly,* and my load is light.”

Or “struggling hard.” Or possibly, “weary; tired.”
Or “become my disciples (learners).”
Or “easy to bear; pleasant.”


^ (Ps. 105:1, 2) Give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name, Make his deeds known among the peoples!  2 Sing to him, sing praises* to him, Ponder over* all his wonderful works.

Or “make music.”
Or possibly, “Speak about.”


^ (Isa. 43:10-12) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none. 11 I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.” 12 “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.

Or “and trust me.”


^ (Isa. 43:21) The people whom I formed for myself So that they might declare my praise.



^ (Jer. 20:9) So I said: “I am not going to make mention of him, And I will speak no more in his name.” But in my heart it became like a burning fire shut up in my bones, And I was tired of holding it in; I could no longer endure it.



^ (Luke 6:45) A good man brings good out of the good treasure of his heart, but a wicked man brings what is wicked out of his wicked treasure; for out of the heart’s abundance his mouth speaks.



^ (Acts 4:19, 20) But in reply Peter and John said to them: “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, judge for yourselves. 20 But as for us, we cannot stop speaking about the things we have seen and heard.”



^ (Ps. 104:1, 2) Let me* praise Jehovah. O Jehovah my God, you are very great. With majesty* and splendor you are clothed.  2 You are wrapped in light as with a garment; You stretch out the heavens like a tent cloth.

Or “my soul.”
Or “dignity.”


^ (Ps. 104:10-20) He sends springs into the valleys;* Between the mountains they flow. 11 They provide water for all the wild beasts of the field; The wild donkeys quench their thirst. 12 Above them roost the birds of the sky; They sing among the thick foliage. 13 He is watering the mountains from his upper rooms. With the fruitage of your works the earth is satisfied. 14 He is making grass grow for the cattle And vegetation for mankind’s use, To grow food from the land 15 And wine that makes man’s heart rejoice, Oil that makes the face shine, And bread that sustains the heart of mortal man. 16 The trees of Jehovah are satisfied, The cedars of Lebʹa·non that he planted, 17 Where the birds make nests. The home of the stork is in the juniper trees. 18 The high mountains are for the mountain goats; The crags are a refuge for the rock badgers. 19 He has made the moon to mark the appointed times; The sun well knows when to set. 20 You bring darkness, and night falls, When all the wild animals of the forest roam about.

Or “wadis.”


^ (Ps. 104:33, 34) I will sing to Jehovah throughout my life; I will sing praises* to my God as long as I live. 34 Let my thoughts be pleasing to him.* I will rejoice in Jehovah.

Or “make music.”
Or possibly, “Let my meditation about him be pleasurable.”


^ (Ps. 148:1-14) Praise Jah!* Praise Jehovah from the heavens; Praise him in the heights.  2 Praise him, all his angels. Praise him, all his army.  3 Praise him, sun and moon. Praise him, all shining stars.  4 Praise him, O highest heavens* And waters above the heavens.  5 Let them praise the name of Jehovah, For he commanded, and they were created.  6 He keeps them established forever and ever; He has issued a decree that will not pass away.  7 Praise Jehovah from the earth, You great sea creatures and all deep waters,  8 You lightning and hail, snow and thick clouds, You storm wind, carrying out his word,  9 You mountains and all you hills, You fruit trees and all you cedars, 10 You wild animals and all you domestic animals, You creeping things and winged birds, 11 You kings of the earth and all you nations, You princes and all you judges of the earth, 12 You young men and young women,* Old men and young together.* 13 Let them praise the name of Jehovah, For his name alone is unreachably high. His majesty is above earth and heaven. 14 He will exalt the strength* of his people, For the praise of all his loyal ones, Of the sons of Israel, the people close to him. Praise Jah!*

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Lit., “heavens of the heavens.”
Lit., “virgins.”
Or “Old and young together.”
Lit., “the horn.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Matt. 5:16) Likewise, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your fine works and give glory to your Father who is in the heavens.



^ (John 15:8) My Father is glorified in this, that you keep bearing much fruit and prove yourselves my disciples.



^ (1 Pet. 2:12) Maintain your conduct fine among the nations, so that when they accuse you of being wrongdoers, they may be eyewitnesses of your fine works and, as a result, glorify God in the day of his inspection.



^ (Jas. 3:13) Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him by his fine conduct demonstrate works performed with a mildness that comes from wisdom.



^ (Ps. 73:28) But as for me, drawing near to God is good for me. I have made the Sovereign Lord Jehovah my refuge, To declare all your works.



^ (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ (Ps. 138:6) Though Jehovah is high, he takes note of the humble, But the haughty he knows only from a distance.



^ (Isa. 57:15) For this is what the High and Lofty One says, Who lives* forever and whose name is holy: “I reside in the high and holy place, But also with those crushed and lowly in spirit, To revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of those being crushed.

Or “resides.”


^ (Ps. 1:1-3) Happy is the man who does not walk according to the advice of the wicked And does not stand on the path of sinners And does not sit in the seat of scoffers.  2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.  3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Ps. 77:11-13) I will remember the works of Jah; I will remember your marvelous deeds of long ago. 12 And I will meditate on all your activity And ponder over your dealings. 13 O God, your ways are holy. What god is as great as you, O God?



^ (Mal. 3:16) At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name.

Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”


^ (Luke 6:46-49) “Why, then, do you call me ‘Lord! Lord!’ but do not do the things I say? 47 Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man who in building a house dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on the rock. Consequently, when a flood came, the river dashed against that house but was not strong enough to shake it, for it was well-built. 49 On the other hand, whoever hears and does nothing is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The river dashed against it, and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.”



^ (Jas. 1:22-25) However, become doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves with false reasoning. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, this one is like a man looking at his own face* in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself, and he goes away and immediately forgets what sort of person he is. 25 But the one who peers into the perfect law that belongs to freedom and continues in it has become, not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work; and he will be happy in what he does.

Or “his natural face.”


^ (Job 34:22) There is no darkness or deep shadow Where wrongdoers can conceal themselves.



^ (Prov. 28:13) The one covering over his transgressions will not succeed, But whoever confesses and abandons them will be shown mercy.



^ (Jer. 23:24) “Can any man hide in a concealed place where I cannot see him?” declares Jehovah. “Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?” declares Jehovah.



^ (1 Tim. 5:24, 25) The sins of some men are publicly known, leading directly to judgment, but those of other men become evident later. 25 In the same way also, the fine works are publicly known and those that are otherwise cannot be kept hidden.



^ (2 Ki. 5:20-27) Ge·haʹzi the attendant of E·liʹsha the man of the true God said to himself: ‘Here my master has spared this Syrian Naʹa·man by not accepting from him what he brought. As surely as Jehovah is living, I will run after him and take something from him.’ 21 So Ge·haʹzi chased after Naʹa·man. When Naʹa·man saw someone running after him, he got down from his chariot to meet him and said: “Is everything all right?” 22 To this he said: “All is well. My master has sent me, saying, ‘Look! Just now two young men from the mountainous region of Eʹphra·im from the sons of the prophets came to me. Give them, please, a talent of silver and two changes of garments.’” 23 Naʹa·man said: “Go on, take two talents.” He kept urging him, and he wrapped up two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and gave them to two of his attendants, who carried them before him. 24 When he reached Oʹphel,* he took them from their hand and put them in the house and sent the men away. After they left, 25 he went in and stood by his master. E·liʹsha now said to him: “Where did you come from, Ge·haʹzi?” But he said: “Your servant did not go anywhere.” 26 E·liʹsha said to him: “Was my heart not there with you when the man got down from his chariot to meet you? Is it a time to accept silver or to accept garments or olive groves or vineyards or sheep or cattle or male or female servants? 27 Now Naʹa·man’s leprosy will stick to you and your descendants forever.” Immediately he went out from before him a leper, white as snow.

A location in Samaria, possibly a hill or a fortification.


^ (Acts 5:1-11) However, a man named An·a·niʹas, together with his wife Sap·phiʹra, sold some property. 2 But he secretly held back some of the price, with his wife’s knowledge, and he brought just a part of it and deposited it at the feet of the apostles. 3 But Peter said: “An·a·niʹas, why has Satan emboldened you to lie to the holy spirit and secretly hold back some of the price of the field? 4 As long as it remained with you, did it not remain yours? And after it was sold, was it not in your control? Why have you thought up such a deed as this in your heart? You have lied, not to men, but to God.” 5 On hearing these words, An·a·niʹas collapsed and died. And great fear came over all those who heard about it. 6 Then the younger men rose, wrapped him in cloths, carried him out, and buried him. 7 Now after an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter said to her: “Tell me, did you two sell the field for so much?” She said: “Yes, for that amount.” 9 So Peter said to her: “Why did you two agree to make a test of the spirit of Jehovah? Look! The feet of those who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.” 10 Instantly she collapsed at his feet and died. When the young men came in, they found her dead and they carried her out and buried her alongside her husband. 11 So great fear came over the whole congregation and over all those hearing about these things.















^ ***sjj song 41 Please Hear My Prayer***


SONG 41

Please Hear My Prayer


(Psalm 54)


	1. Heavenly Father, please hear my song.

You are my God; to you I belong.

Great is your name, beyond all compare.

(CHORUS)

Gracious Jehovah, please hear my prayer.





	2. Thank you, O God, for granting this day,

Giving me life, and showing the way.

How I delight in your tender care.

(CHORUS)

Gracious Jehovah, please hear my prayer.





	3. Oh, how I long to do what is right!

Help me, O Lord, to walk in the light.

Give me the strength all burdens to bear.

(CHORUS)

Gracious Jehovah, please hear my prayer.









(See also Ex. 22:27; Ps. 106:4; Jas. 5:11.)





^ (Ps. 54:0-7) To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. Masʹkil.* Of David, when the Ziphʹites came in and said to Saul: “David is hiding among us.” 54 O God, save me by your name, And defend me* with your power.  2 O God, hear my prayer; Pay attention to the words of my mouth.  3 For strangers rise up against me, And ruthless men seek my life.* They have no regard for God.* (Selah)  4 Look! God is my helper; Jehovah is with those supporting me.*  5 He will repay my foes with their own evil; In your faithfulness, put an end to* them.  6 I will sacrifice to you willingly. I will praise your name, O Jehovah, for it is good.  7 For he saves me from every distress, And I will look in triumph on my enemies.

See Glossary.
Or “plead my cause.”
Or “soul.”
Or “They do not keep God before them.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “silence.”


^ (Ex. 22:27) For it is his only covering, his clothing to cover his body;* in what will he lie down to sleep? When he cries out to me, I will certainly hear, for I am compassionate.*

Lit., “skin.”
Or “gracious.”


^ (Ps. 106:4) Remember me, O Jehovah, when you show favor* toward your people. Take care of me with your acts of salvation,

Or “goodwill.”


^ (Jas. 5:11) Look! We consider happy* those who have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah* gave, that Jehovah* is very tender in affection* and merciful.

Or “blessed.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “very compassionate.”








^ ***nwtsty Philemon 22***

22 But along with that, also prepare a place for me to stay, for I am hoping that through your prayers I will be given back to you.



^ ***nwtsty 2 Corinthians 1:11***

11 You also can help us by your supplication for us, in order that many may give thanks in our behalf for the favor we receive in answer to the prayers of many.



^ ***sjj song 101 Working Together in Unity***


SONG 101

Working Together in Unity


(Ephesians 4:3)


	1. From a world divided and cold,

God has brought us into his fold.

Unity and peace we possess,

Bringing us happiness.

Unity we cherish;

Harmony is sweet.

In God’s work there’s much to be done.

He directs us now through his Son.

May we serve obediently,

Working in harmony.



	2. As we pray to be of one mind,

Always tender, loving, and kind,

Love will grow and praise will increase,

Giving us joy and peace.

Peace is so refreshing,

Bringing such delight.

As we show true brotherly love,

God will grant us peace from above.

With his help, united we’ll be,

Serving him endlessly.







(See also Mic. 2:12; Zeph. 3:9; 1 Cor. 1:10.)





^ (Eph. 4:3) earnestly endeavoring to maintain the oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.



^ (Mic. 2:12) I will certainly gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely collect the remaining ones of Israel together. In unity I will place them, like sheep in the pen, Like a flock in its pasture; It will be noisy with people.’



^ (Zeph. 3:9) For then I will change the language of the peoples to a pure language, So that all of them may call on the name of Jehovah, To serve him shoulder to shoulder.’*

Or “worship him in unity.”


^ (1 Cor. 1:10) Now I urge you, brothers, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you should all speak in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you may be completely united in the same mind and in the same line of thought.









^ ***ijwif article 1 Jehovah’s Witnesses Imprisoned for Their Faith—By Location***


Jehovah’s Witnesses Imprisoned for Their Faith—By Location



Jehovah’s Witnesses imprisoned for their faith as of June 2025

	WHERE


	IMPRISONED


	REASON




	Crimea


	14


		Religious activity








	Eritrea


	64


		Conscientious objection



	Religious activity



	Undisclosed reasons








	Russia


	158


		Religious activity








	Singapore


	8


		Conscientious objection








	South Korea


	1


		Conscientious objection








	Ukraine


	7


		Conscientious objection








	Other Lands


	Over 6


		Religious activity








	Total


	Over 258


	







“The right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion” is a fundamental human right, according to Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.* In some lands, however, Jehovah’s Witnesses are denied this basic right and are unjustly jailed and even suffer cruel mistreatment. Most of those imprisoned were arrested merely for practicing their faith. Others are imprisoned for their conscientious objection to military service.



^  See also the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 18, and the European Convention on Human Rights, Article 9.
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MESSAGE OF HOPE

WORLD
RECONSTRUCTION

A STANDARD
TO GUIDE THE PEOPLES

UNANIMOUS adoption of
resolution by multitude of Chris-
tians attended with great enthu-
siasm.

JUDGE RUTHERFORD'S
STIRRING ADDRESS IN SUPPORT
OF RESOLUTION

Indianapolis, Indiana, August 80.—
Cadle Auditorfum, with a_ capacity of
12,000, was packed out and great num-
bers turned away when Judge Ruther-
ford spoke this afternoon in support
of a resolution presented to the Conven-
tion of International Bible Students on
the day previous. The resolution was
unanimously adopted by a rising vote
amidst great enthusiasm.

Mr. Robert J. Martin, of New York
clty, acting chairman of the mass meet-
ing, read the resolution which fs set
forth hereln in full and then Introduced

~ Judge Rutherford. The great multitude
_ gave the keenest attention to every word

of the speaker and when he had con-
cluded arose en masse in support of his
position.

The resolution, as its name implies,
Is truly o “message of hope”. It IS
addressed to all peoples of good will
throughout the earth, and emphasizes
the imperative necessity for the peoples’
Informing themselves concerning the di-
vine standard for the reconstruction of
the world.

This “message of hope” bids fair to
stand forth with marked distinction In
the world s a guiding document un-
selfishly appealing to the peoples to look
well to thelr own interests. In his ad-
dress Judge Rutherford emphasizes the
fact that the body of Christians present-
ing the message to the peoples of good
will are seeking neither money nor men.
This alone should commend it to the

candid ‘and favorable consideration of
all In hig address Judge Rutherford
ald: In support of the paper read in your
hearing T desire to submit some proof aml
argument. Preliminary to that I want to
state why this matter is presented to the
people,

The International Biblo Students Associn-
tlon Is not an organization for pecumiary
profit. It s composed of a body of Chris
tians consecrated and devoted to the Lord,
and for this reason claims to0 be g part of
His organization. Its purpose 1s to enlighten,
0 some extent at least, the world with God's
Word of Truth and thercby to bo witnesses
of God. It wolcomes in fellowship all who
Delleve that Jehovah is God and that the Lord
Jesus 18 man's Redeemer, who are devoted to
he Lord and to His cagse. It hias po mem-
bership roll. It secks no membership. It
sollelts neither men nor money. 1t must
terefore bo conceded that its purposes are
unselfish,

It fs mado up of men and women who
Mave come out from all denominations, that
they might serve the Lord with a pure con-
selence and without being hindered by world-
Jy formallsms and manmade creeds. We
hold that it is the duty of each Christian
0 be obedicnt to the commands of the Lord
in calling the attention of all peoples of good
will to the great Divino Plan of salvation.
We aro but in line with our duty in calling
attention to the doctrinos of error, by which
the enemy has blinded the people.” We have
the kindest feeling toward all men, whether
they agree with us or not, but we canmot be
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MESSAGE OF HOPE
To All Peoples of Good Will:

The International Bible Students In General Convention assembled send greetings:

When In the course of human affalrs the nations have reached a condition of extremity it s due time that
the peoples give consideration to the indueing causes, to the proffered remedies and to the true remedy. We
humbly invite consideration of thls message to the end that the peoples might fiud consolation therein and hope |
for thelr future welfare,

For centuries man has been the victim of oppression, war, famine, sickness, sorrow and death. At all

times he has desired peace, prosperity, health, life, liberty aud happiness. g

World powers, sclence avd philosophy, commerce and religlon, have each In turn offered thelr respective:
remedies for man's relief. In the name and under the guise of democracy, these combine in offering thelr
Jolnt and several powers to meet the requirements of man. Together they claim to be the sunlight of the world,
holding forth all the light that shines to enlighten and guide the human race.

Intrigue, duplicity and trickery are freely resorted to by the political and commercial powers; science and
Philosophy are marked by vanity and self-sufficiency; while the religionists, both Cathollc and Protestant, are
conspicious by their arrogance, self-conceit, Implety and ungodliness. Therefore it is apparent that the remedics
offered by any and all of these aforementioned elements are valn, impotent and powerless to satisty man's desire.

Catholiclsm claims and assumes that which Justly belongs exclusively to God. Modernists deny God, deny
His Word and His Plan of redemption and offer blind force as a remedy for man's undone condition. Funda-
mentalists while professing to believe the Bible by thelr course of action deny the same. They teach false and
God dishonoring doctrines and together with Catholies and Modernists are allied with the political and commer-
cial powers of the world in blasphemously claiming the ability to establish God's kingdom on earth. All of
these have combined under Satan thelr superlord, to push God into a corner and to dishonor His name.

The results are that the peoples aré smarting under the oppressive weight of commercial profitcers and
their allies, have lost faith in their political leaders ang nv longer have respect for the religionists who have
misled them. Being guided by the false light of such an ungodly and unholy alliance, the peoples have fail-
en into dovkness, They are like lost sheep scattered upon the mountain tops without a shepherd and are
without food and shelter and are made the prey of wild beasts.

The causes for this deplorable condition are that man by reason of original sln fell from perfection; and |

that Satan the enemy of God and all righteousness 1s the invisible ruler or god of this evil world and by his
various ngencics has turned the minds of many peoples away from God and from His truth.

The greatest crisis of the ages is impending and about to fall, because the old world has ended ‘and Satain's
lease of power is done. Knowlng this, and that Bis time Is short, the Devil is trylng to overwhelm the pples
with a_great flood of false and deceptive doctrines and to turn their minds completely away from Jehovah.
The time has come for God to make for Himself a name fn the earth and for the peoples to knoy the Teuth
concerning the Divine Plan, which is the only means of salvation for the world. ...

Therefore, in the name 9d In the spirit of the Lord, the Standard :tfngog‘fzqhth d Righteo m &;;‘é;g‘}
lifted up against the enemy and for the benefit of the peoples, which standard fs, to wit: .

“That Jehovah is the only true God, the Most High, the Almighty, the author and finisher of HIs great plan
for the salvation of man, and Is the rewarder of all that diligently seek and obey Him; that the Bible Is His
revealed Word of Truth; that His beloved Son Christ Jesus is the Redeemer and Deliverdr of mankind and, true
to His promise, has come to rule and bless the peoples: that the present turmoll, distress and perplexity of the
nations is in fulfilment of prophecy, proving that Satan’s empire !s breaking down and that the Lord of Right-
eousness Is taking possession; that the Lord Jesus is now establishing His righteous government and will sweep
away Satan's stronghold of lles, lead the peoples into the true light and judge the world in righteousness and
the peoples with His truth; and that His kingdom of righteousness Is the only remedy for the ills of humankind.

We confidently appeal to the peoples to rally to the Divine Standard of Truth thus lifted up and thereby learn
the way that leads to life and happiness. . We eall upon all the peoples of good will of every nation, kindred
and tongue, to discard the errors Invented by the enemy Satan and for many years taught by man, and to
receive and believe the Divine Plan for salvation as set forth in the Scriptures. L.

God's kingdom for which the peoples have long prayed is at hand. It alone can and will establish and
stabilize the world o that it cannot be moved. Its ensizn of righteousness is the Standard now lifted up for
the people. Christ Jesus, as glorified king and great executive officer of Jehovah God, has become the rightful
ruler of the world. Let the peoples receive, believe and obey Him and His laws of righteousness. All who 80 do
aré certain to recelve the blessings of peace, prosperity, health, life, liberty and eternal happiness.

Dated Indianapolis, Aug. 29, 1925,

God's message of truth.

It 15 our desire to|They aid worship Him. Lucifer knew theso|and that obedienco and righteousness load

plainly and kindly state the truth to the
Peoples aud let each one judge for himself
whether he will reject it or believe it and
ablde by it. We do not claim to be all the
Hght of the world but we endeasor to raise
and hold forth the Word of God and His
beloved Sox and His kingdom which consti-
tuto Tae light by which all men must be
enlightened.

Why the world has reached a great crisls
and why there s such strife of tongues con-
cerning_ politics, commerce, religious and
soclalaflairs is fmportant to all. Every
person who thinks should want to know.

As a basis for this argument I refer to the
words of the prophet of God who, speaking
concerning this time, said : “When the enemy
shall come in like a fiood, the spirit of the
Lord shall lift up a standard against him.”
That time has now come. The enemy of man-
kind is Satam, the Devil. Heo is now flooding
the minds of the peoplo with that which I
injurious to thelr welfare. His organization
includes _divers and numerous agencles
through which ho operates. A knowledge of
theso facts and a_knowledge of God's pro-
vislon for man's blessing is absolutely essen-
tial to his protection at this time.

When God had planted a_garden in the
eastward of Eden He made a perfect man and
& perfect woman and pot them there. He
appointed Lucifer as overlord to safeguard
thelr interests. He gave to them Hix right-
cous law ; and 1t was the solemn and sacred
Quty of Luclfer to sen that that law was
obeyed and that tho death penalty was I

ficted for a wiltul infraction thereof.

God endowed Adam and his wife with th
power to bring forth children. They were o

trug witnesses of the Lord unless we unspar-
ingly exposo false doctrines and proclaim

Created that they would worship deboval

facts; and be reasoned that it be could
duce ‘man to worship him, sinco he was
overlord of man the time would come when
tho earth would be fled with a race of peo-
ple, all of whom would bow down and wor-
ship Lucifer instead of Jehovahi God. The
prophets of God record this ambitious de-
sire, the wrongful course taken by Lucifer,
and’ the dis fah 14313,
145

To accomplish his purpose Lucifer resorted
to fraud, decelt and lying. Ho induced Eve
to believe that the violation of God's law
would not result in death, but that God hal
threatened her thus In order to keep her and
Adam Sgnorant. Sho yielded to bis seduos
tive infiuence. Adam voluntarily joined her
i the transgrossion. God sentenced man to
death, expelied him from Eden, and provided
for bis execution by cavsing him to feed
upon the poisonous f00ds of the earth. While
undergoing the execution of the penalty man
had the opportunity to dearn a valuable,
lesson.

As to Lucifer, God changed his name,
astlgning to him four names, to wit, Dragon,
Satan, Serpent, the Devil. Each of these
signifies his mallgnant disposition. Dragon
means devourer: Satan means opposer, ot
adversary ; and Serpent, decelver, while Devil
means slandercr, All through the ages Satan
has sought fo devour the faithful, oppose
the righteons course of God, decelve the
people, and slander those who serve God.

God dld pot take away from Satan the
right to be overlord of man, but permitted
him to hold thia place and to pursue his own
wicked and unrighteous course in order that
man might learn from experience a_losson
that sin 4nd unrighteousness lead to disaster

| to life and happincss.

MAN'S DESIRE

Al tho children of Adam wero born after
Mo was expelled from Eden because of the
Judgment pronounced against bim. For this
reason all were born lmperfect and therefore
sinners. (Psalm B1:6; Romans 5:12) But
from the time of Abel until now many me
bave desired peace, prosperity, life, 1ibe
and happiness and have earncstly sought f
these. During all that timo Satan, the enemy,
in the exerciso of i power has {njected Into
the minds of men wicked thoughts Which
have led to wicked deeds. The result has
been that the world is fillad with violence
and blood. The great ambition of Satan has
always been that ho might bo worshipped by
others ; and to this end he has always endeay-
ored to turn the minds of the peoples away.
from Jehovah God that ho might induce them
to curse God, aud that Satan might have
thelr worship,

Jehovah, tho Most High, 1 the truo God.
Ho fs love. Dy that I mean that every act
of Fis is prompted by love. Justice ix the
foundation of His throne  and Justlce required
thiat Ho put man to death for a violation of
His law. Love provided for the redemption
and deliverance of man from death in God's
due time. Justico requires that God shall
put_Satan to death, and in due time this
shall be done. God has worked out Hin
soverelgn plan to tho end that Intelligent

t be Informed of the banefal
effects of evil and that in due time they
might appreciate the love of God manifested
towardthm,

When all the human family have come to &

knowledge of tho truth they will look. back
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