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AUGUST 10-16, 2026




SONG 122 Be Steadfast, Immovable!



How to Remain Loyal When We Face Tests of Faith



“Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life.”​—JOHN 6:68.




FOCUS

We can remain loyal to Jehovah no matter what tests of faith we may face.




1-2. What happened as Jesus was teaching in Capernaum?


Your answer



“THIS speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” (John 6:60) That is the way that many of Jesus’ disciples reacted to statements Jesus made while he was teaching in Capernaum. Jesus had said: “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves.” And he continued: “Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.”​—John 6:53, 54.

2 Those who were deeply offended by Jesus’ words stopped following him. Did they not have any faith in him at all? Actually, before this incident some​—including Jesus’ disciples—​were so impressed by what Jesus did that they said: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” (John 6:14) So it is evident that those disciples had a degree of faith in Jesus. But when their faith was tested, they did not remain loyal to him.

 3. How did the apostles react to Jesus’ words, and why? (See also picture.)


Your answer



3 The apostles reacted differently to Jesus’ words. When Jesus asked them if they wanted to leave him as well, Peter answered: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” (John 6:68, 69) Notice that Peter did not say that he and the other apostles fully understood the meaning of what Jesus said when he told them that they needed to eat his flesh and drink his blood. Regardless of what they understood at that moment, they chose to remain loyal to Jesus. Why? Because their faith was based on an undeniable truth​—Jesus was “the Christ of God.”​—Luke 9:20, 35.



[image: Peter assuring Jesus that he and the other apostles will not leave him. The apostles stand next to Jesus while many of his disciples in the background walk away.]

Though many disciples left Jesus, Peter and the other apostles stayed with him (See paragraph 3)







 4. What tests might we face?


Your answer



4 Our loyalty to Jehovah can be tested in a number of ways. For example, how do we react when we learn of an adjustment in the understanding of a Bible verse or of a change in the way that the disciple-making work is organized? Or how do we react when we find it hard to understand why Jehovah allows us to suffer some kind of tragedy? Our faith can also be tested if a close Christian friend hurts us or if someone we respect treats us in a way that seems unfair.

 5. Illustrate why our faith needs to be built on a strong foundation. (Colossians 1:23)


Your answer



5 To illustrate the importance of having a strong foundation for our faith, think of a building constructed in an area prone to earthquakes. Such a building needs a strong foundation in order to survive. Similarly, in order for us to survive tests of faith like those mentioned in the preceding paragraph, our faith needs a solid foundation. If we keep strengthening the foundation of our faith, we will continue to be steadfast, loyal servants of Jehovah in the face of trials.​—1 Cor. 15:58; read Colossians 1:23.

 6. What helped the apostles to remain loyal to Jesus?


Your answer



6 What helped the apostles to remain loyal to Jesus when many others abandoned him? The apostles were convinced that Jehovah is worthy of worship because he is the Maker of all things; that Jesus is God’s Son, who has “sayings of everlasting life”; and that Jesus has Jehovah’s full support. Now rather than consider many specific ways our faith can be tested, let us focus on three truths that can help us stay firmly grounded regardless of what tests we may face. They are: (1) Jehovah is the Creator of all things. (2) Jehovah inspired the Bible. (3) Jehovah is backing his people today. If we are thoroughly convinced of these three truths, we will remain loyal when we undergo tests of faith.

JEHOVAH IS THE CREATOR

 7. Of what does Revelation 4:11 remind us, but what might happen when we face tests of faith?


Your answer



7 Read Revelation 4:11. This text reminds us that Jehovah created all things. This fact alone makes him worthy of our worship. And when we meditate on his awe-inspiring power, we become convinced that he can deliver us from all our trials. However, Satan has filled this world with propaganda designed to make man doubt the existence of God. Scientists may even claim that life came about on its own. If we are not absolutely convinced that Jehovah is the Creator and that he loves us, we may begin to doubt that he is and that he will come to our aid when we are confronted with tests of faith.​—Heb. 11:6.

8-9. What should you do if you start to doubt that Jehovah is the Creator? (See also picture.)


Your answer



8 If you start to doubt that Jehovah is the Creator, take immediate action. Thoroughly research our publications for information regarding the overwhelming proof that Jehovah created all things. You can find an abundance of faith-strengthening material on this subject in the brochures Was Life Created? and The Origin of Life​—Five Questions Worth Asking. Additional corroborating evidence is discussed in the series “Was It Designed?” found on jw.org. Jessica, a young sister in the United States, says: “After reading the Origin of Life brochure, I felt confident that the facts point to an intelligent Designer. I already knew this, but after reviewing the reasoning in that brochure, I proved it to myself beyond any reasonable doubt.” Also, many have benefited from reviewing the book Is There a Creator Who Cares About You? You may have already read this material. But why not read it again?

9 For your next personal study project, you might consider facts that prove God’s existence. Your research not only will help you to strengthen your faith in Jehovah’s existence but will shed light on his personality. (Rom. 1:20) In addition, you will be able to use what you learn to help others who may have doubts about God’s existence. The main point: Jehovah has given us an abundance of evidence that he is our Creator.



[image: Collage: A young sister meditating on examples of creation that she read about in the brochure “Was Life Created?” 1. The water cycle. 2. The planet Earth. 3. The solar system. 4. A boxfish next to a vehicle designed with a similar shape. 5. A seagull next to an aircraft designed with similar-shaped wings. 6. A humpback whale swimming in the ocean.]
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You may already have read the brochure Was Life Created? Why not read it again? (See paragraph 8)







JEHOVAH INSPIRED THE BIBLE

10. How do we view the Bible? (2 Timothy 3:16, 17)


Your answer



10 Read 2 Timothy 3:16, 17. The Bible is a message from Jehovah to mankind. It answers life’s important questions and tells us what Jehovah’s will is and what he wants us to do. We believe that Jehovah is the Author of the Bible, which makes the Bible the most important book in our life. We want to be sure that we understand his Word and do our very best to apply it.

11. What convinces you that the Bible is inspired of God?


Your answer



11 Why are we convinced that Jehovah inspired the Bible? For a number of reasons. God’s Word is historically accurate. (Luke 3:1, 2) It is also accurate when it discusses the natural world. (Job 26:7) The Bible is the most widely distributed book of all time, despite Satan’s countless efforts to have it eliminated. The Bible was written by some 40 different men over a period of about 1,600 years; yet, their message is harmonious. It contains timeless advice that has helped millions in their everyday life. (Prov. 13:20; 15:21; Matt. 7:12) And numerous Bible prophecies have been fulfilled, further proof of the Bible’s reliability. (Josh. 23:14) Yes, the Bible is most certainly inspired of God!

12. What should we do if we begin to have doubts that the Bible is inspired of God?


Your answer



12 What should we do if we begin to have doubts that the Bible is inspired of God? We should make it a matter of prayer and take action in harmony with our prayers. Note what a young brother named Jordan, who was raised as a Witness, says: “I don’t automatically believe everything that I’m told. I need to think things through for myself. In all honesty, I still have occasional doubts. But when I do, I try my best to do research in our publications in order to get answers to my questions and resolve my doubts.” As we continue to strengthen our conviction that Jehovah inspired the Bible, we will strengthen the foundation of our faith.​—1 Cor. 3:12, 13.

JEHOVAH IS BACKING HIS PEOPLE TODAY

13. What should we do if we start to have doubts about who God’s people are today?


Your answer



13 If we ever begin to harbor doubts that Jehovah’s Witnesses are the people God is backing today, we should not let such doubts fester. Instead, we can resolve our doubts by asking ourselves such questions as: ‘Who are truly doing their best to conform their lives to the Bible’s standards? Who view the Bible as an authority on all matters?’ (2 Tim. 4:3, 4) ‘Who are doing Jehovah’s will today?’​—Matt. 7:20, 21.

14. How are Jehovah’s Witnesses being used to fulfill Matthew 24:14?


Your answer



14 In connection with doing God’s will today, we can ask ourselves, ‘Who is doing the preaching work that Jesus foretold would take place during the last days?’ (Matt. 24:14) The answer is crystal clear. God is using his people​—Jehovah’s Witnesses—​to do the preaching work. We alone are preaching the good news of God’s Kingdom in over 240 lands. We have been accomplishing this work for more than 100 years under Kingdom rulership. Yes, we have remained focused on our all-important preaching and teaching work.​—Matt. 28:19, 20.

15. How do Jehovah’s Witnesses contribute to sanctifying God’s name today? (Matthew 6:9; Isaiah 43:10)


Your answer



15 Read Matthew 6:9 and Isaiah 43:10. We are identified by God’s personal name, Jehovah, and we are proud to be called Jehovah’s Witnesses. At a time when most of the world is ignorant of this name, we have restored it to its rightful place in the Bible. It is found more than 7,000 times in the main text of The New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures.

16. Why can we say that Jehovah’s Witnesses are obeying the commandment found at John 13:34, 35? (See also picture.)


Your answer



16 Read John 13:34, 35. Our brotherhood is a modern-day miracle of love and unity, which stands out in a hostile and divided world. We come from all parts of the world, with different backgrounds and upbringings; yet, we do our best to have peace and love among ourselves. When traveling, have you ever visited a different congregation? The next time you do, reflect on the love and unity among our brothers and sisters. It will underscore that Jehovah is indeed using his Witnesses to accomplish his will today. Keeping this in mind can help us to remain loyal to Jehovah during any tests of faith.



[image: A sister and her young daughter on a bus, joyfully watching Witnesses engaged in cart witnessing on the sidewalk.]

Our brotherhood is a modern-day miracle of love and unity (See paragraph 16)*







NEVER LEAVE JEHOVAH

17-18. What challenging situations might we have to face, but what can we confidently say?


Your answer



17 We live in critical times that are hard to deal with, so these last days will be difficult for all of us. (2 Tim. 3:1, 13) We may face other challenging situations. God’s organization might make decisions that we do not fully understand. Or we might feel misunderstood or hurt by a brother or a sister. We might not immediately see a solution to our problem, or we might not get an answer to whatever it is that has affected us.

18 Despite the emotional turmoil these situations may cause, we can always be loyal to Jehovah if we are convinced that he is the Creator, that the Bible is his Word, and that Jehovah’s Witnesses are his people. As Peter said to Jesus, we too can say to Jehovah: “Whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life.”



HOW CAN THESE THREE TRUTHS HELP US WHEN TESTS ARISE?


	  Jehovah is the Creator


Your answer





	  The Bible is God’s Word


Your answer





	  Jehovah is backing his people today


Your answer












SONG 123 Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order



^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A mother and daughter who are traveling by bus are delighted to see fellow Witnesses engaging in the ministry.






^ (John 6:68) Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life.



^  (John 6:60) When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?”



^  (John 6:53, 54) So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day;



^  (John 6:14) When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.”



^  (John 6:68, 69) Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.”



^  (Luke 9:20) Then he said to them: “You, though, who do you say I am?” Peter answered: “The Christ of God.”



^  (Luke 9:35) Then a voice came out of the cloud, saying: “This is my Son, the one who has been chosen. Listen to him.”



^ (Col. 1:23) provided, of course, that you continue in the faith, established on the foundation and steadfast, not being shifted away from the hope of that good news that you heard and that was preached in all creation under heaven. Of this good news I, Paul, became a minister.



^  (1 Cor. 15:58) Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always having plenty to do in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain* in connection with the Lord.

Lit., “empty.”


^  (Col. 1:23) provided, of course, that you continue in the faith, established on the foundation and steadfast, not being shifted away from the hope of that good news that you heard and that was preached in all creation under heaven. Of this good news I, Paul, became a minister.



^ (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.


^  (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.


^  (Heb. 11:6) Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.

Or “exists.”


^  (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.



^ (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^  (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^  (Luke 3:1, 2) In the 15th year of the reign of Ti·beʹri·us Caesar,* when Pontius Pilate was governor of Ju·deʹa, Herod was district ruler of Galʹi·lee, Philip his brother was district ruler of the country of It·u·raeʹa and Trach·o·niʹtis, and Ly·saʹni·as was district ruler of Ab·i·leʹne, 2 in the days of chief priest Anʹnas and of Caʹia·phas, God’s declaration came to John the son of Zech·a·riʹah in the wilderness.

Or “of Emperor Tiberius.”


^  (Job 26:7) He stretches out the northern sky* over empty space,* Suspending the earth upon nothing;

Lit., “the north.”
Lit., “emptiness.”


^  (Prov. 13:20) The one walking with the wise will become wise, But the one who has dealings with the stupid will fare badly.



^  (Prov. 15:21) Foolishness is a joy to one lacking good sense,* But the man of discernment walks straight ahead.

Lit., “in want of heart.”


^  (Matt. 7:12) “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean.



^  (Josh. 23:14) “Now look! I am about to die,* and you well know with all your heart and with all your soul* that not one word out of all the good promises that Jehovah your God has spoken to you has failed. They have all come true for you. Not one word of them has failed.

Lit., “I am going today in the way of all the earth.”
See Glossary.


^  (1 Cor. 3:12, 13) Now if anyone builds on the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13 each one’s work will be shown for what it is,* for the day will show it up, because it will be revealed by means of fire, and the fire itself will prove what sort of work each one has built.

Or “will be clearly seen.” Lit., “will be made (become) manifest.”


^  (2 Tim. 4:3, 4) For there will be a period of time when they will not put up with the wholesome teaching, but according to their own desires, they will surround themselves with teachers to have their ears tickled. 4 They will turn away from listening to the truth and give attention to false stories.



^  (Matt. 7:20, 21) Really, then, by their fruits you will recognize those men. 21 “Not everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of the heavens, but only the one doing the will of my Father who is in the heavens will.



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^ (Matt. 6:9) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.



^ (Isa. 43:10) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none.

Or “and trust me.”


^  (Matt. 6:9) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.



^  (Isa. 43:10) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none.

Or “and trust me.”


^ (John 13:34, 35) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^  (John 13:34, 35) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^  (2 Tim. 3:1) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.



^  (2 Tim. 3:13) But wicked men and impostors will advance from bad to worse, misleading and being misled.









AUGUST 17-23, 2026




SONG 90 Encourage One Another



How to Maintain Christian Friendships



“Clothe yourselves with the tender affections of compassion, kindness, humility, mildness, and patience.”​—COL. 3:12.




FOCUS

How to deal with challenges that could threaten our friendships with fellow Christians.




 1. Where can we find true friends?


Your answer



“LIFE can be hard if we walk it alone, living in these last days. Jehovah knows that we need friends to help us along the way.” Do you relate to those opening lyrics from the original song “True Friends”? What a blessing to find true friends among Jehovah’s people! (Ps. 119:63) We are part of a family of worshippers bound together by love.

 2. What sort of friendships do we seek to develop with fellow Christians?


Your answer



2 The friendships we seek to cultivate with our brothers and sisters are not casual or superficial. Rather, they are meaningful and deep. We are part of a family of worshippers who love Jehovah and Jesus, and this love unites us. (John 13:35) But such Christian friendships do not just happen. They require effort. And like any friendship between imperfect people, these friendships can have their challenges.

 3. Why can it be a challenge to maintain friendships?


Your answer



3 Realistically, we may feel closer to some than to others. Why? We may share similar interests, or we may have compatible personalities. But we may find that maintaining Christian friendships with other brothers and sisters can be a challenge. At times, we may disagree with one another, and this can strain our bond of affection. Perhaps because of personality differences, we may feel that we have too little in common even to get along. And sometimes our relationships can come under pressure when our fellow believers are seriously ill or are suffering emotionally. In this article, we will consider how Jesus’ example can help us to maintain friendships when we face challenges. However, let us first see how godly qualities can help us maintain our Christian friendships.

GODLY QUALITIES HELP US MAINTAIN OUR FRIENDSHIPS

 4. How can we strengthen our friendships?


Your answer



4 To strengthen Christian friendships, we should look for the good in others. Spending time with our brothers and sisters can remind us of their fine qualities. The apostle Paul had a desire to be with his brothers and sisters. He wrote to the Thessalonians: “We made every effort to see you in person.” (1 Thess. 2:17) Many find that there is nothing quite like having face-to-face conversations to make their friendships stronger. We have many opportunities to do that as we share in the ministry and attend meetings, assemblies, and conventions together. But we may find that simply associating with one another does not prevent problems that could threaten our friendships.

 5. What can help us to preserve a friendship that is threatened? Illustrate. (Colossians 3:12)


Your answer



5 Godly qualities can help us to preserve a friendship that is threatened. (Read Colossians 3:12.) When we cultivate humility, patience, kindness, and compassion, we can overcome the challenges to maintaining friendships. To illustrate, just as oil will keep a car’s engine running smoothly, godly qualities will reduce any friction in our relationships. Let us now consider three challenges to our relationships with fellow believers. As we do, we will discuss how our imitating Jesus’ humility, patience, kindness, and compassion will enable us to continue to be true friends to others.

WHEN YOU DISAGREE

 6. How can disagreements threaten friendships?


Your answer



6 Why is it a challenge? When disagreements arise, each person may be convinced that his viewpoint is correct. Imagine two brothers who disagree about the best way to organize an activity for their field service group. Each is certain that his way is best. Can you see the potential for their difference of opinion to escalate and threaten their relationship? They might allow pride to affect them. If the matter is not discussed and settled, they could start to feel resentful. As time passes, they could risk drifting further apart and eventually risk no longer being friends​—all because of a minor matter.

 7. How did Jesus teach his disciples that humility was essential to overcoming disagreements?


Your answer



7 Learn from Jesus’ humility. He taught his disciples what was essential to overcoming disagreements​—humility. The disciples had for some time been arguing about who was the greatest among them. To counter their deeply ingrained attitude, Jesus explained to them that they needed to consider others as superior. (Matt. 20:25-28) Yes, he was teaching them how to be humble. Even on the night before his death, Jesus “set the pattern” for them by humbly doing the job of a servant​—washing their feet. (John 13:3-5, 12-16) In doing that, he showed them how they could preserve their friendship. If they viewed others as being superior, they would be more likely to yield when they disagreed. They would find it easier to remain close friends even when there was a difference of opinion.

 8. How can humility help you to maintain Christian friendships when disagreements occur? (Colossians 3:13) (See also pictures.)


Your answer



8 How can you maintain your friendships? Humility can help you to overlook minor disagreements and to forgive others freely. (Read Colossians 3:13.) With humility, you are more likely to preserve good relations by choosing not to react negatively. (Ps. 4:4) Even if unkind words have been said, remember that we all say things that we later regret. (Eccl. 7:21, 22) Ask yourself, ‘Is my insistence on being in the right worth more than our friendship?’ You could simply choose to yield to the other person’s opinion. Allow yourself to move on by neither dwelling on whatever you disagreed about nor bringing it up again.



[image: Collage: An older brother imitating Jesus’ humility. 1. Jesus washes the feet of an apostle. 2. An older brother listens skeptically as a younger brother points to their congregation’s territory map. 3. The same brothers joyfully work together in the ministry.]

Humility can help you to overlook minor disagreements and to forgive others freely (See paragraph 8)*







 9. How will humility help you if a disagreement persists? (Proverbs 17:9)


Your answer



9 Humility can also help you when a disagreement persists. Do not argue to justify your viewpoint. (Read Proverbs 17:9; 1 Cor. 6:7) You do well to set the goal of keeping your friend. Many have succeeded by kindly approaching the other person to settle the problem. (Ps. 34:14) You could say: ‘We’ve been friends for some time. Can we talk about what happened?’ Be prepared to admit your part in the disagreement, acknowledging any hurt feelings and then apologizing. And if your brother or sister also apologizes, accept it in a humble manner. (Luke 17:3, 4) Remember, your goal is, not to establish who was right and who was wrong, but to get past the disagreement and maintain the friendship.​—Prov. 18:24.

WHEN PERSONALITIES DIFFER

10. What can make it difficult to remain friends?


Your answer



10 Why is it a challenge? We might find it hard to maintain close friendships with brothers and sisters whose personalities differ from ours. Some may have traits that we find irritating. Others may lack certain social skills because of having been mistreated in the past or because of coming from cultures that either tend to be more reserved or tend to be more exuberant. Or we may just be opposites socially​—we may be outgoing while they may be shy or vice versa.

11. How was Jesus able to maintain his friendships with those whose personalities differed from his?


Your answer



11 Learn from Jesus’ patience. He maintained friendships with those whose personalities differed from his. For example, the apostles James and John showed an ambitious spirit when they asked for prominent positions in the Kingdom. (Mark 10:35-37) In contrast, Jesus had humbly left behind his elevated heavenly position and privileges to come to earth. (Phil. 2:5-8) Think of how different their attitudes were. Still, Jesus was patient with James and John and with others.

12. What helped Jesus to be patient with his friends?


Your answer



12 Jesus was realistic in what he expected of his friends. He knew that James and John’s ambitious request reflected the competitive spirit of many of the disciples. (Mark 9:34) Jesus had grown up in the same religious environment that they had. It placed a high value on prominence and position, so he could understand their thinking. Nevertheless, he was patient with them, giving them time to work on rooting out the pride and the ambition that they had developed over the years.​—Mark 10:42-45.

13. How will patience help us to keep our friends? (Ephesians 4:2)


Your answer



13 How can you maintain your friendships? Continue to cultivate patience by doing your best to tolerate traits in others that irritate you. (Prov. 14:29) All of us have our own characteristics, many of which are not flaws but simply features of who we are. So we certainly appreciate it when others put up with us. (Read Ephesians 4:2.) It is also important for us to be realistic by making allowances for others. On the one hand, consider the effort it takes for someone who is quiet and shy to associate with and converse with others. On the other hand, try not to lose patience with someone who is outgoing and expressive. We cannot expect to be best friends with everyone, but we need to keep in mind that even Christians with very different personalities can work well together.

14. On what will our patience help us to focus?


Your answer



14 Patience will help us to focus on the good qualities of our brothers and sisters. When we do this, we are less likely to see our different personalities as a barrier to friendship. For example, James and John selfishly desired prominence; yet, their attitude showed that the Kingdom was real to them. Jesus noticed and appreciated their faith. When we look for the good in our friends, we are imitating Jesus as well as his Father, Jehovah.

15. Where can we turn for help to maintain our friendships with those whose personalities differ from ours?


Your answer



15 Most important of all, we can pray for Jehovah’s help to maintain our friendships with those whose personalities differ from ours. Try anticipating potentially difficult situations, and pray in advance to remain calm. Remember that Jehovah, as our Creator, understands that we are all unique individuals. So when you pray, be confident that Jehovah knows what you need in order to continue enduring. And when you feel that your patience is being tested, ask Jehovah for holy spirit to help you control how you react.​—Luke 11:13; Gal. 5:22, 23.

WHEN OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS ARE SUFFERING

16. What challenges may we face when our brothers and sisters are suffering in some way?


Your answer



16 Why is it a challenge? When our brothers and sisters are suffering physically or experiencing emotional distress, they may respond in ways that we find difficult to deal with. For example, they may be withdrawn, irritable, or even unpredictable. Perhaps they will say or do things that hurt us. (Job 6:2, 3) Because we may not be aware of the challenges that our fellow believers are facing, we may expect too much of them.

17. What do you learn from the way Jesus treated the blind man Bartimaeus?


Your answer



17 Learn from Jesus’ kindness and compassion. He was kind and compassionate toward those in distress, even those he had not met before. For instance, consider how he treated the blind man Bartimaeus. When Bartimaeus heard that Jesus was passing by, he created a disturbance, shouting out to attract Jesus’ attention. Some in the crowd told Bartimaeus to keep quiet. But he desperately wanted to be healed by Jesus, so he kept shouting even more. Did some in the crowd find this behavior difficult to deal with? Perhaps. However, Jesus was “moved with pity,” an expression describing his intense compassion. (Matt. 20:34; Mark 10:46-52) He spoke to Bartimaeus kindly, acknowledging his faith. And Jesus miraculously restored his sight.

18. How should you treat your friends who are suffering? (1 Thessalonians 5:14)


Your answer



18 How can you maintain your friendships? Be kind and compassionate. These tender qualities will help you to “speak consolingly” to your brothers and sisters who are suffering physically or emotionally. (Read 1 Thessalonians 5:14.) Remember that a true friend is ready to help, especially during “times of distress.” (Prov. 17:17) Such a friend not only sympathizes with those who are suffering but also does all he can to provide emotional support, words of encouragement, and practical help.

19. How can we demonstrate kindness and compassion? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



19 What are some practical ways to show kindness and compassion? Of course, you cannot heal a fellow believer’s pain. But you can empathize with his circumstances to the best of your ability. (Matt. 7:12; 1 Pet. 3:8) Listen as he expresses what he is going through. If appropriate, try to find words that will comfort him. (Prov. 12:25) Beware of drawing wrong conclusions. (Prov. 18:13) Strive to be patient with him and realistic about what you expect of him.​—Eph. 4:32.



[image: Collage: A sister comforting another sister. 1. She listens attentively while her friend tearfully expresses herself. 2. Later, she brings her friend homemade cookies.]

True friends provide comfort through compassion and kindness (See paragraph 19)







20. What kind of friend do you want to be?


Your answer



20 We all value the friendships we enjoy with our Christian brothers and sisters. But we do well to remember that because we are imperfect, we sometimes behave in a way that we do not want. Many of us have been shaped by bad experiences in life. As a result, we especially appreciate those who maintain Christian friendships by being humble, patient, kind, and compassionate. May we try our best to be that sort of friend.



HOW CAN YOU MAINTAIN CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIPS . . .


	  when you disagree about a matter?


Your answer





	  when your personalities differ?


Your answer





	  when your brother or sister is suffering?


Your answer












SONG 124 Ever Loyal



^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: An older brother and a younger brother differ in opinion about a territory matter. They later unitedly share in the ministry.






^ (Col. 3:12) Accordingly, as God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with the tender affections of compassion, kindness, humility, mildness, and patience.



^  (Ps. 119:63) I am a friend of all who fear you And of those who keep your orders.



^  (John 13:35) By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^  (1 Thess. 2:17) But when we were separated from you, brothers, for just a short time (in person, not in our hearts), because of our strong desire, we made every effort to see you in person.*

Lit., “to see your face.”


^ (Col. 3:12) Accordingly, as God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with the tender affections of compassion, kindness, humility, mildness, and patience.



^  (Col. 3:12) Accordingly, as God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with the tender affections of compassion, kindness, humility, mildness, and patience.



^  (Matt. 20:25-28) But Jesus called them to him and said: “You know that the rulers of the nations lord it over them and the great men wield authority over them. 26 This must not be the way among you; but whoever wants to become great among you must be your minister, 27 and whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave. 28 Just as the Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to minister and to give his life as a ransom in exchange for many.”



^  (John 13:3-5) So Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he came from God and was going to God, 4 got up from the evening meal and laid aside his outer garments. And taking a towel, he wrapped it around his waist. 5 After that he put water into a basin and started to wash the feet of the disciples and to dry them off with the towel that was wrapped around him.



^  (John 13:12-16) When, now, he had washed their feet and had put his outer garments on, he again reclined at the table and said to them: “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You address me as ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are correct, for I am such. 14 Therefore, if I, the Lord and Teacher, washed your feet, you also should wash the feet of one another. 15 For I set the pattern for you, that just as I did to you, you should also do. 16 Most truly I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him.



^ (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same.



^  (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same.



^  (Ps. 4:4) Be agitated, but do not sin. Have your say in your heart, upon your bed, and keep silent. (Selah)



^  (Eccl. 7:21, 22) Also, do not take to heart every word that people say; otherwise, you may hear your servant calling down evil on* you; 22 for you well know in your heart that many times you yourself have called down evil on others.

Lit., “cursing.”


^ (Prov. 17:9) Whoever forgives* a transgression seeks love, But the one who keeps harping on a matter separates close friends.

Lit., “covers over.”


^  (Prov. 17:9) Whoever forgives* a transgression seeks love, But the one who keeps harping on a matter separates close friends.

Lit., “covers over.”


^  (1 Cor. 6:7) Really, it is already a defeat for you when you have lawsuits with one another. Why not rather let yourselves be wronged? Why do you not rather let yourselves be defrauded?



^  (Ps. 34:14) Turn away from what is bad and do what is good; Seek peace and pursue it.



^  (Luke 17:3, 4) Pay attention to yourselves. If your brother commits a sin, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4 Even if he sins seven times a day against you and he comes back to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”



^  (Prov. 18:24) There are companions ready to crush one another, But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.



^  (Mark 10:35-37) James and John, the sons of Zebʹe·dee, approached him and said to him: “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 He said to them: “What do you want me to do for you?” 37 They replied: “Grant us to sit down, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.”



^  (Phil. 2:5-8) Keep this mental attitude in you that was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although he was existing in God’s form, did not even consider the idea of trying to be equal to God. 7 No, but he emptied himself and took a slave’s form and became human.* 8 More than that, when he came as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death, yes, death on a torture stake.

Lit., “came to be in the likeness of humans.”


^  (Mark 9:34) They kept silent, for on the road they had been arguing among themselves about who is greater.



^  (Mark 10:42-45) But Jesus called them to him and said to them: “You know that those who appear to be ruling* the nations lord it over them and their great ones wield authority over them. 43 This must not be the way among you; but whoever wants to become great among you must be your minister, 44 and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of all. 45 For even the Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to minister and to give his life as a ransom in exchange for many.”

Or “those who are recognized as rulers of.”


^ (Eph. 4:2) with all humility and mildness, with patience, putting up with one another in love,



^  (Prov. 14:29) The one who is slow to anger has great discernment, But the impatient one displays his foolishness.



^  (Eph. 4:2) with all humility and mildness, with patience, putting up with one another in love,



^  (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^  (Gal. 5:22, 23) On the other hand, the fruitage of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 23 mildness, self-control. Against such things there is no law.



^  (Job 6:2, 3) “If only my anguish could be fully weighed And put on scales together with my calamity!  3 For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*

Or “rash, reckless speech.”


^  (Matt. 20:34) Moved with pity, Jesus touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight, and they followed him.



^  (Mark 10:46-52) They then came into Jerʹi·cho. But as he and his disciples and a considerable crowd were going out of Jerʹi·cho, Bar·ti·maeʹus (the son of Ti·maeʹus), a blind beggar, was sitting beside the road. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ, he started shouting and saying: “Son of David, Jesus, have mercy on me!” 48 At this many began rebuking him, telling him to be silent, but all the more he kept shouting: “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 So Jesus stopped and said: “Call him to me.” So they called the blind man, saying to him: “Take courage! Get up; he is calling you.” 50 Throwing off his outer garment, he leaped to his feet and went to Jesus. 51 Then Jesus said to him: “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him: “Rab·boʹni, let me recover my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him: “Go. Your faith has made you well.”* And immediately he recovered his sight, and he began to follow him on the road.

Or “has saved you.”


^ (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.



^  (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.



^  (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times And is a brother who is born for times of distress.



^  (Matt. 7:12) “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean.



^  (1 Pet. 3:8) Finally, all of you have unity of mind,* fellow feeling, brotherly affection, tender compassion, and humility.

Or “think in agreement.”


^  (Prov. 12:25) Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down,* But a good word cheers it up.

Or “depresses him.”


^  (Prov. 18:13) When anyone replies to a matter before he hears the facts, It is foolish and humiliating.



^  (Eph. 4:32) But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.
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SONG 65 Move Ahead!



Benefit From the Field Service Group Arrangement



“I will praise Jehovah with all my heart in the assembled group of upright ones.”​—PS. 111:1.




FOCUS

How we benefit from the field service group arrangement.




1-2. How do many feel about the field service group arrangement?


Your answer



DO YOU remember the day you were approved to be a publisher of the good news? On that happy day, you identified yourself with a vast group of worshippers who are praising Jehovah’s name. (Ps. 148:1, 2, 12, 13) However, on that day, you may also have become part of a smaller group, one that may have included only a handful of fellow worshippers​—a field service group. Field service groups play a key role in helping us to fulfill our commission to preach the good news of the Kingdom “in all the inhabited earth.”​—Matt. 24:14.

2 How do you feel about the field service group arrangement? A sister named Wendy* says: “So much of my ministry has been shaped by this arrangement. I have learned new preaching and teaching skills from others, have been helped to set and reach spiritual goals, and have made lifelong friends​—all as a result of this loving arrangement.” A brother named Rich adds: “I view serving as a group overseer as an outstanding privilege. While some publishers get to assist a person to progress to baptism, a group overseer has unique opportunities to help that person to make spiritual progress for years to come.” A sister named Dinah says: “The field service group arrangement is wonderful! I view my group as my family.”

 3. What will we discuss in this article?


Your answer



3 In this article, we will first discuss the role of the group overseer and his assistant and see how they care for those assigned to their group. Then, we will consider how we personally can contribute to the success of our field service group. Finally, we will see how we can benefit from this loving arrangement.

THE GROUP OVERSEER AND HIS ASSISTANT

 4. (a) What is a field service group overseer’s main responsibility? (b) How does a group overseer care for those in his group? (See the box “Tips for the Group Overseer.”)


Your answers



4 A field service group overseer is an elder* who has been assigned by the body of elders to assist a group of publishers to make spiritual advancement. How does he do this? First, he takes an active interest in each person assigned to his group. (Prov. 27:23) Being an alert, caring shepherd, he keeps in contact with them. Doing so helps him to provide spiritual encouragement, emotional support, and practical help. (Prov. 12:25; Isa. 32:2; Jas. 2:15-17) Second, he helps each publisher to have a full share in the ministry. He takes a zealous lead in the ministry, especially on weekends. He also works regularly with each publisher to provide personal encouragement and training. If on the rare occasion he cannot be in service, he makes sure that the group is cared for by his assistant or another qualified publisher. Third, he helps baptized brothers to qualify for congregation responsibilities. (1 Tim. 3:1) He provides sincere commendation, Scriptural counsel, and regular training to help brothers qualify as ministerial servants and as elders. In view of the importance of the group overseer’s role, the body of elders selects those elders who are most qualified to fulfill this assignment.

Tips for the Group Overseer


	  Keep meetings for service brief, no longer than seven minutes, so that publishers can promptly get out in the ministry.



	  Work with as many of the publishers assigned to the group as possible, including those whose circumstances do not allow them to support meetings for service regularly. It may be possible to work with such publishers on a different day or evening.



	  Shepherd all in the group regularly. Effective shepherding calls may be made at the homes of the publishers, at the Kingdom Hall, or at other appropriate locations. Shepherding may also be provided by telephone or by letter.



	  Train brothers to reach their full potential and to help them qualify for increased responsibility.



	  Take the lead in your service group even when your group needs to meet together with other service groups.









 5. What challenges do some group overseers face?


Your answer



5 A group overseer may face challenges as he cares for those in his group. Consider Jörg, a group overseer from Germany who, like many elders, must care for more than one assignment in the congregation. He says: “Balancing several responsibilities is not easy. As a result, I find it challenging to meet my goal of contacting everyone in my group.” Abel, a 70-year-old elder from Uganda says: “We have very few elders and ministerial servants in our congregation. Thus, the field service groups are rather large. As a result, I find it hard to shepherd each publisher as often as I would like to.” And Obed, an elder from Suriname, admits: “I love to train others. But training requires time and energy, and the results are not always seen immediately. Because of this, training is often the first thing to get neglected.” What can help elders who face these and similar challenges?

 6. How does keeping field service groups small help group overseers to care for those in their group?


Your answer



6 When possible, field service groups should be kept relatively small so that group overseers can become well-acquainted with all in the group and help them remain spiritually strong. What if there are few elders in the congregation? Rather than make groups so large that a group overseer can no longer fulfill all the aspects of his role, the body of elders may temporarily assign a ministerial servant to care for a group. When groups are relatively small, group overseers are better able to care for the most important aspect of their assignment​—their brothers and sisters.

 7. In congregations with few elders, what can group overseers do to ensure that all in the group are well cared for? (1 Peter 5:2) (See also picture.)


Your answer



7 If you serve as a group overseer in a congregation with few elders, focus on training your assistant to help you care for God’s flock. (Read 1 Peter 5:2.) Delegate tasks to your assistant. For example, periodically assign him to take the lead in the field ministry. Prayerfully discuss with him the activity of publishers in the group. Regularly bring your assistant on shepherding visits and provide him with guidance before and after each visit. In time, your assistant may qualify to serve as a group overseer. (2 Tim. 2:2) You can also ask other mature Christians to help with training. Pioneers and other experienced publishers can work with new and less experienced ones. And spiritually mature publishers can assist those who need help with starting conversations in the ministry, making return visits, or conducting Bible studies. Now let us consider three ways we personally can contribute to the success of our field service group.



[image: A group overseer training a brother, using the brochure “Love People—Make Disciples.”]

An elder may train a ministerial servant in the service group, such as asking him to conduct a meeting for service (See paragraph 7)







CONTRIBUTE TO THE SUCCESS OF YOUR FIELD SERVICE GROUP

 8. How can we contribute to the success of our group? (Romans 1:12)


Your answer



8 Be present. You contribute to “an interchange of encouragement” when you engage in the ministry with others. (Read Romans 1:12.) Witnessing together may also provide those in the group with a measure of safety as well as greater confidence. If secular work often prevents you from supporting your group’s preaching arrangements, could you ask your employer to adjust your work schedule? You might be surprised at the response. (Neh. 2:4-6) If poor health or advancing age makes it difficult for you to meet with the group in person, why not speak with your group overseer? He may be able to make arrangements for you to tie in to the group by means of videoconference and to engage in letter writing or phone witnessing. Are you young and in good health but still find it hard to get out in service regularly? If so, why not plan to work in person with someone in your group each week? You may need to reassess your priorities or adjust the way you manage your time. (Rom. 12:11; Col. 4:5) Every effort is worth it. Pray to Jehovah. He can give you “both the desire and the power to act.”​—Phil. 2:13.

 9. How might we contribute to a warm, loving atmosphere in our field service group? (Romans 12:13)


Your answer



9 Be hospitable. We contribute to a warm, loving atmosphere within our field service group by following “the course of hospitality.” (Read Romans 12:13.) Might we be able to make our home available as a meeting location for a field service group? In some congregations, groups take turns providing hospitality for the visiting speaker. On their assigned week, some in the group may gather for a meal and for encouragement regardless of whether the speaker can attend. A special pioneer named Sarah says: “I get nervous when it comes to showing hospitality, so I keep it very simple. I try to focus on getting to know others instead of worrying about whether the food will turn out just right.” When we work to create a loving, familylike spirit of hospitality in our field service group, we draw closer to Jehovah and to one another.​—Neh. 8:10; Acts 20:35.

10. What might we do if we want to improve in some aspect of the ministry? (Proverbs 1:5; 27:17) (See also picture.)


Your answer



10 Take the initiative. The more skillful we are in preaching and teaching, the more likely we are to enjoy going in service with our group. Is there an aspect of your ministry that you would like to improve? Why not take the initiative to ask someone​—perhaps a pioneer or an experienced publisher in your group—​for help? (Read Proverbs 1:5; 27:17.) Let your group overseer know about your goal. He may be able to help you reach it. You might also ask others for help. A sister named Heather did that. Although shy, she says: “I asked a pioneer for help in making return visits. She was loving and kind, and she made regular arrangements to work with me. She even helped me start a Bible study with one of my return visits. I am so glad that I asked for help because I now enjoy being out in the ministry again.” Clearly, we can contribute to the success of our field service group in many ways.



[image: A younger sister asking an older, more experienced sister to work with her in the ministry.]

The small size of a field service group allows us to get to know others and to share in the ministry with them (See paragraph 10)







HOW YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM YOUR FIELD SERVICE GROUP

11-12. What spiritual benefits can you receive from the field service group arrangement? Relate an experience.


Your answer



11 Spiritual benefits. Each of us can benefit spiritually from the field service group arrangement. For example, those whom Jehovah is especially fond of​—widows, orphans, and the elderly—​receive timely and encouraging shepherding. (1 Thess. 2:8; Jas. 1:27) We also receive much-needed training in various aspects of the Kingdom preaching and teaching work. Exemplary baptized brothers receive help to qualify for additional congregation responsibilities.​—1 Tim. 3:10.

12 Consider how Wendy, mentioned earlier, benefited from the field service group arrangement. “Because my father was opposed to the truth,” she says, “it was often not possible for my mother to go in service on the weekends with her field service group. However, I was allowed to go, and I did. One older pioneer sister took me under her wing and helped me to develop skills that have benefited me both in the ministry and in the congregation. I recall several times when my group overseer gave me loving Scriptural advice that has helped me to this day.”

13. What are some emotional benefits that we can receive when we support our field service group? (See also picture.)


Your answer



13 Emotional benefits. We form close bonds with those in our group as we work “side by side” with them in the ministry. (Phil. 1:27) The small size of the field service group may also make it easier for those who are shy or who feel anxious in large crowds to develop close friendships. (2 Cor. 6:13) We can count on these friends for support during difficult times, such as when we are ill, feeling depressed, or grieving the death of a loved one. (1 Thess. 5:14) No doubt we will need good friends to a greater extent in the future. (Matt. 24:21) Our problems may not go away, but they can be more manageable when we know we can count on brothers and sisters who love and support us.​—Prov. 17:17.



[image: The sisters from the previous image, leaving the meeting for field service and heading out together to the territory. Brothers and sisters from the same field service group also make their way to the territory.]

Two sisters in a field service group go out in the ministry together (See paragraph 13)







14. How do we benefit from our field service group during times of disaster or emergency?


Your answer



14 Practical benefits. We receive timely help from our field service group during disease outbreaks, natural disasters, medical emergencies, persecution, and financial crises. For example, in each congregation, the Congregation Service Committee, along with group overseers, develops a plan to help those with special needs. Group overseers take the lead in locating each family in their field service group and assessing the immediate needs, including medical care, food, water, shelter, and clothing so that relief aid can be provided. What practical help and loving care we receive from our field service group!

15. What unites all of us in Jehovah’s organization?


Your answer



15 As mentioned, Jehovah’s organization is very large. The heavenly part alone is made up of hundreds of millions​—perhaps billions—​of faithful spirit creatures. The earthly part is over nine million strong and growing each day. (Zech. 8:23; Rev. 5:11) All of Jehovah’s worshippers are united in their efforts to declare the good news of God’s Kingdom! (Rev. 14:6, 7) May we benefit fully from the field service group arrangement​—an arrangement that helps us to praise Jehovah with all our heart.​—Ps. 111:1.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  How do the group overseer and his assistant care for those assigned to their field service group?


Your answer





	  What can we do to contribute to the success of our field service group?


Your answer





	  What benefits can we receive from the field service group arrangement?


Your answer












SONG 61 Forward, You Witnesses!



^  Some names have been changed.


^  If needed, a capable ministerial servant can serve until an elder can take over. A ministerial servant working in this capacity is called a group servant, since he does not function as an overseer in the congregation. Rather, he is serving under the direction of the elders in caring for his responsibility.






^ (Ps. 111:1) Praise Jah!* I will praise Jehovah with all my heart In the assembled group of upright ones and in the congregation.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^  (Ps. 148:1, 2) Praise Jah!* Praise Jehovah from the heavens; Praise him in the heights.  2 Praise him, all his angels. Praise him, all his army.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^  (Ps. 148:12, 13) You young men and young women,* Old men and young together.* 13 Let them praise the name of Jehovah, For his name alone is unreachably high. His majesty is above earth and heaven.

Lit., “virgins.”
Or “Old and young together.”


^  (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (Prov. 27:23) You should know well the appearance of your flock. Take good care of* your sheep,

Or “Set your heart on; Pay attention to.”


^  (Prov. 12:25) Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down,* But a good word cheers it up.

Or “depresses him.”


^  (Isa. 32:2) And each one will be like a hiding place* from the wind, A place of concealment* from the rainstorm, Like streams of water in a waterless land, Like the shadow of a massive crag in a parched land.

Or “a shelter.”
Or “A refuge.”


^  (Jas. 2:15-17) If any brothers or sisters are lacking clothing* and enough food for the day, 16 yet one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but you do not give them what they need for their body, of what benefit is it? 17 So, too, faith by itself, without works, is dead.

Lit., “are naked.”


^  (1 Tim. 3:1) This statement is trustworthy: If a man is reaching out to be an overseer, he is desirous of a fine work.



^ (1 Pet. 5:2) Shepherd the flock of God under your care, serving as overseers,* not under compulsion, but willingly before God; not for love of dishonest gain, but eagerly;

Or “carefully watching over it.”


^  (1 Pet. 5:2) Shepherd the flock of God under your care, serving as overseers,* not under compulsion, but willingly before God; not for love of dishonest gain, but eagerly;

Or “carefully watching over it.”


^  (2 Tim. 2:2) and the things you heard from me that were supported by many witnesses, these things entrust to faithful men, who, in turn, will be adequately qualified to teach others.



^ (Rom. 1:12) or, rather, that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.



^  (Rom. 1:12) or, rather, that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.



^  (Neh. 2:4-6) The king then said to me: “What is it that you are seeking?” At once I prayed to the God of the heavens. 5 I then said to the king: “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor with you, send me to Judah, to the city where my forefathers are buried, so that I may rebuild it.” 6 Then the king, with his royal consort* sitting beside him, said to me: “How long will your journey be, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me, and I gave him a set time.

Or “his queen.”


^  (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”


^  (Col. 4:5) Go on walking in wisdom toward those on the outside, making the best use of your time.



^  (Phil. 2:13) For God is the one who for the sake of his good pleasure energizes you, giving you both the desire and the power to act.



^ (Rom. 12:13) Share with the holy ones according to their needs. Follow the course of hospitality.



^  (Rom. 12:13) Share with the holy ones according to their needs. Follow the course of hospitality.



^  (Neh. 8:10) He said to them: “Go, eat the choice things* and drink what is sweet, and send portions of food to those who have nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not feel sad, for the joy of Jehovah is your stronghold.”*

Lit., “fatty things.”
Or “strength.”


^  (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^ (Prov. 1:5) A wise person listens and takes in more instruction; A man of understanding acquires skillful direction*

Or “wise guidance.”


^ (Prov. 27:17) As iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens his friend.*

Lit., “the face of his friend.”


^  (Prov. 1:5) A wise person listens and takes in more instruction; A man of understanding acquires skillful direction*

Or “wise guidance.”


^  (Prov. 27:17) As iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens his friend.*

Lit., “the face of his friend.”


^  (1 Thess. 2:8) So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.



^  (Jas. 1:27) The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “The religion.”


^  (1 Tim. 3:10) Also, let these be tested as to fitness* first; then let them serve as ministers, as they are free from accusation.

Or “tested as to whether they qualify.”


^  (Phil. 1:27) Only behave in a manner worthy of the good news about the Christ, so that whether I come and see you or I am absent, I may hear about you and learn that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one soul, striving side by side for the faith of the good news,



^  (2 Cor. 6:13) So in response—I speak as to my children—you too open your hearts wide.



^  (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.



^  (Matt. 24:21) for then there will be great tribulation such as has not occurred since the world’s beginning until now, no, nor will occur again.



^  (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times And is a brother who is born for times of distress.



^  (Zech. 8:23) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”


^  (Rev. 5:11) And I saw, and I heard a voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders, and the number of them was myriads of myriads* and thousands of thousands,

Or “tens of thousands times tens of thousands.”


^  (Rev. 14:6, 7) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people. 7 He was saying in a loud voice: “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of judgment by him has arrived, so worship the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and the springs* of water.”

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”
Or “fountains.”


^  (Ps. 111:1) Praise Jah!* I will praise Jehovah with all my heart In the assembled group of upright ones and in the congregation.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
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SONG 89 Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed



Pay Attention to How You Listen



“Pay attention to how you listen.”​—LUKE 8:18.




FOCUS

Why we need to keep listening attentively during meetings and other spiritual programs and how we can do so.




1-2. (a) How does Jehovah care for the spiritual needs of his people today? (Psalm 23:1, 2, 5) (b) What will we consider regarding Christian meetings?


Your answers



TODAY, Jehovah is providing us with an abundance of spiritual food. We can certainly agree with David, who sang: “Jehovah is my Shepherd. I will lack nothing.”​—Read Psalm 23:1, 2, 5.

2 One way in which Jehovah provides spiritual food today is through our congregation meetings. At these meetings, we often review information that is familiar to us. Even if we “are well-established in the truth,” we need these reminders. (2 Pet. 1:12) However, when spiritual programs include material that has been covered many times, do you find it hard to pay attention? This article can help you. We will consider why we need to listen carefully at meetings. We will also see how those who teach in the congregation can help others to listen. And we will discuss some suggestions that can help us become better listeners. But first, let us examine who is speaking to us.

REMEMBER THAT JEHOVAH IS SPEAKING TO US

 3. How does Jehovah speak to us, and how do his servants make good use of his Word?


Your answer



3 Jehovah speaks to us by means of his Word, the Bible. (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) Jesus understood this. He used God’s Word so skillfully that his listeners were moved to ask: “How does this man have such a knowledge of the Scriptures when he has not studied at the schools?” (John 7:15) Honesthearted people were thrilled when they heard Jesus explain God’s Word. First-century Christians, such as the apostle Paul and Apollos, also made liberal use of the Scriptures when they reasoned with others. (Acts 17:2, 3; 18:24, 28) We, as Jehovah’s Witnesses, know that the Bible is the basis for our articles, broadcasts, talk outlines, and videos. Many visitors are impressed by the way Jehovah’s people make use of the Bible at their meetings. Those who have parts at such meetings make God’s Word the centerpiece of their teaching​—not only by reading from it but also by showing the audience how to apply what it says.​—Luke 24:32.

 4. What idea do the words “hear” and “listen” convey?


Your answer



4 The words “hear” and “listen” are often used in the Bible to convey the idea of obeying someone. Therefore, when Jehovah speaks to us by means of his Word at our meetings and we come to understand what his will is, it is easier to obey him. We can trust that Jehovah is pleased when we listen to him and act accordingly.​—Prov. 27:11.

WHY SHOULD WE LISTEN CAREFULLY AT MEETINGS?

 5. What does our love for Jehovah move us to do? (John 4:23, 24; 1 John 5:3)


Your answer



5 We listen at meetings because we love Jehovah. (Matt. 22:37) The more we learn about Jehovah, the more our love for him grows. That love stirs in us the desire to listen to him, to obey him, and to worship him in the way he has set out in his Word.​—Read John 4:23, 24; 1 John 5:3.

 6. At our meetings, what do we learn about helping others?


Your answer



6 We listen at meetings because we love people. (Matt. 22:39) At our meetings, Jehovah teaches us how to help fellow believers and those who do not know him yet. For example, the brochure Love People​—Make Disciples has helped us to develop qualities that will benefit us in the ministry. Do you find it hard to engage people in friendly conversation? If so, pay special attention to the way your brothers and sisters demonstrate that skill in the midweek meeting student parts.

 7. Why is it vital that we keep listening to Jehovah?


Your answer



7 We listen at meetings because we love life. Obeying God’s Word means life for us, as it did for true worshippers in the past. (Deut. 32:44-47) By listening at our meetings, we receive the encouragement we need to keep on waiting with endurance for the new world to come. (Rom. 8:25) Listening to Jehovah now is vital because we are in the last days and must stay spiritually alert.​—Matt. 24:42-44; Rev. 1:3.

HOW TO HELP OTHERS TO LISTEN AT MEETINGS

 8. Why should brothers who teach from the platform continue to improve in their speaking ability?


Your answer



8 Brothers who teach from the platform, especially those who give public talks, should continue to improve in their speaking ability. A well-prepared, Bible-based presentation has tremendous potential to draw people to the truth and to help fellow believers stay in the truth. Accordingly, those who have parts at the meeting should not underestimate the good they can do. If you have that privilege, consider how you might apply the following points in your talks. Although these points are directed especially to those who deliver public talks, they can be applied in principle to any speaking assignment we might receive.​—2 Tim. 4:2; Titus 1:9.

 9. Why is it important for a talk to be easy to follow?


Your answer



9 Prepare a clear structure. As a speaker, you want your material to be easy to follow. The audience may become distracted if the material is too complicated. What can you do to give a well-structured talk? Here are some steps: (1) Try to make it clear at the outset what your main points will be. (2) Cover these points one at a time, pausing between main points and clearly stating the next main point before moving on. (3) Briefly review the points in your conclusion.

10. Why is it important to get excited about the material?


Your answer



10 Get excited about the material. You will speak with enthusiasm if you develop points you love. (Prov. 2:4, 5; Acts 4:20) Meditating on the scriptures and the assigned material will help you find these points. A brother from the United States who is in his 70’s recalls a talk he heard when he was in his teens: “I still remember how the speaker encouraged us to meditate deeply when reading God’s Word. He spoke with conviction and explained clearly how to do it. That talk marked a turning point in my life; it affected my Bible reading as well as my relationship with Jehovah.”

11. Why is it helpful to give practical, specific suggestions in talks? (1 Timothy 4:13-16)


Your answer



11 Think about what your audience needs, and offer practical suggestions. Rather than present general information, use the Scriptures to give specific encouragement and suggestions. For example, the apostle Paul gave Timothy a number of specific suggestions to help him stay spiritually strong in his assignment in Ephesus. (Read 1 Timothy 4:13-16.) Think about what your listeners need, and help them to see practical ways that they can apply the information in their life.

12. Why is it best to speak naturally when giving a talk?


Your answer



12 Practice your talk out loud so that you can speak in a conversational manner. When you speak naturally instead of writing out your talk word for word and reading it, those in the audience will find it easier to listen and absorb the information. The brochure Apply Yourself to Reading and Teaching says: “Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.” As you speak from the heart, your audience will find your delivery more lively, interesting, and motivating.

13. Why should teachers in the congregation ask experienced speakers for counsel? (See also picture.)


Your answer



13 Ask an experienced speaker for counsel. How might you do this? You may want to share your notes with an experienced speaker beforehand and thereafter include his suggestions in your talk. Additionally, ask him to listen to your delivery with a view to giving you suggestions on how you might improve as a teacher. (Prov. 1:5) We all have “blind spots,” and we may not be able to discern if we are making our points in a clear and helpful way. We want to improve as speakers and teachers so that we can help our listeners benefit from the spiritual gems found in God’s Word.*



[image: A brother practicing his talk at a Kingdom Hall in front of an experienced brother who is taking notes.]

Ask an experienced speaker to help you improve as a teacher (See paragraph 13)







HOW TO BECOME A BETTER LISTENER

14. Why should we cultivate the attitude of the writer of Psalm 119? (Psalm 119:24, 111, 167)


Your answer



14 We will become better listeners by deepening our appreciation for Jehovah’s reminders. We need God’s reminders in order to cope with challenges that are common during these “critical times hard to deal with.” (2 Tim. 3:1) If at times we feel that we have heard the same information many times before, we do well to meditate on the attitude the writer of Psalm 119 had toward God’s reminders.​—Read Psalm 119:24, 111, 167.

15. How can we maintain our appreciation for the spiritual food we receive at meetings?


Your answer



15 We need to maintain a positive view of the spiritual food we receive, just as the Israelites should have maintained a positive view of Jehovah’s provision of the manna when they were in the wilderness. (Ex. 16:15, 31) No doubt the Israelites at first appreciated the manna. It came from Jehovah, it tasted good, and it sustained their life. In time, however, some grew tired of eating manna every day. (Num. 21:5) The lesson? We must never view the spiritual food we receive as commonplace or needlessly repetitive. But instead, we need to recognize that Jehovah is the Source. We must remember that it is thoughtfully prepared by Jehovah’s organization. We should also reflect on the reality that the wisdom we gain from it can preserve our life.​—Prov. 3:13, 16-18; John 17:3.

16. What has helped some longtime servants of Jehovah to keep listening attentively at meetings? (See also the box “Tips for Listening Well.”)


Your answer



16 We can become better listeners by applying practical suggestions. Notice what has helped some longtime servants of Jehovah to keep listening attentively at meetings. Ashley, who has been serving Jehovah for over 30 years, says: “Preparation is key to paying attention. If I am not prepared, I find it hard to answer and my mind wanders.” József, who has served Jehovah for 52 years, says: “I enjoy listening to familiar topics because viewing the material from different perspectives deepens my understanding.” And he adds: “If a brother is not an outstanding speaker, I focus on the message he conveys from God’s Word instead of his speaking style.”

Tips for Listening Well


When asked, “What helps you listen attentively at meetings,” longtime servants of Jehovah shared the following tips:

	  Suefawn, baptized in 1986, says, “Sit up front at the Kingdom Hall to stay focused on the speaker and the videos.”



	  David, baptized in 1983, says, “I pray many times to Jehovah to help me concentrate, and I remind myself that attending, concentrating, and participating are all part of my worship.”



	  Nicolas, baptized in 1982, says, “Have the objective of thanking each person on the program for a specific example, idea, or illustration that you enjoyed about his part.”



	  Augustin, baptized in 1988, says, “I always tell myself that if the faithful slave has planned to revisit a topic, it is spiritual food at the right time.”









17. What can you do to listen attentively at meetings? (See also picture.)


Your answer



17 Is it possible that applying one or more of the following suggestions might help you listen attentively? (1) If you eat before the meeting, be sure to have a light meal so that you can remain alert. (2) Arrive early and find your seat before the program starts. (3) Set electronic devices on silent mode and do not allow them to distract you during the meeting. (4) Anticipate what will be covered. (5) Stay focused on the speaker. (6) Take brief notes, or make simple drawings of key points. (7) Try to think about the key scriptures and the logical order in which they are presented. (8) Ask yourself, ‘How can I use this to help someone in the congregation or in the territory?’ (9) At assemblies and conventions, preview the day’s theme, the subjects to be presented, and the key scriptures for each talk. (10) Prepare your heart by sitting quietly and paying attention to the music and video presentations that are played at the start of the program.



[image: A brother texting his friend during the “Watchtower” Study.]

Keep listening to God’s reminders, not allowing electronic devices to distract you (See paragraph 17)







KEEP LISTENING TO JEHOVAH

18. Why should we keep listening at meetings?


Your answer



18 We should keep listening at meetings because by doing so, we allow Jehovah to lead us in “the paths of righteousness.” (Ps. 23:3; 31:3) We need the corrective counsel we receive so that we will not drift off course like a boat driven off course by the wind. Therefore, “pay attention to how you listen” and apply the guidance you receive at congregation meetings. (Luke 8:18) Those who listen to Jehovah will be happy now and have everlasting life in the future.​—Ps. 119:2, 14.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  Why should we listen at meetings?


Your answer





	  How can brothers who teach at meetings help others to listen?


Your answer





	  How can you become a better listener?


Your answer












SONG 87 Come! Be Refreshed



^  For additional suggestions on how to improve as speakers and as teachers, see the brochure Apply Yourself to Reading and Teaching and the book Benefit From Theocratic Ministry School Education.






^ (Luke 8:18) Therefore, pay attention to how you listen, for whoever has will be given more, but whoever does not have, even what he imagines he has will be taken away from him.”



^ (Ps. 23:1, 2) Jehovah is my Shepherd. I will lack nothing.  2 In grassy pastures he makes me lie down; He leads me to well-watered resting-places.*

Or possibly, “to tranquil waters.”


^ (Ps. 23:5) You prepare a table for me before my enemies. You refresh* my head with oil; My cup is well-filled.

Or “grease.”


^  (Ps. 23:1, 2) Jehovah is my Shepherd. I will lack nothing.  2 In grassy pastures he makes me lie down; He leads me to well-watered resting-places.*

Or possibly, “to tranquil waters.”


^  (Ps. 23:5) You prepare a table for me before my enemies. You refresh* my head with oil; My cup is well-filled.

Or “grease.”


^  (2 Pet. 1:12) For this reason I intend always to remind you of these things, although you know them and are well-established in the truth that is present in you.



^  (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^  (John 7:15) And the Jews were astonished, saying: “How does this man have such a knowledge of the Scriptures when he has not studied at the schools?”



^  (Acts 17:2, 3) So according to Paul’s custom he went inside to them, and for three sabbaths he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving by references that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, saying: “This is the Christ, this Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.”



^  (Acts 18:24) Now a Jew named A·polʹlos, a native of Alexandria, arrived in Ephʹe·sus; he was an eloquent man who was well-versed in the Scriptures.



^  (Acts 18:28) for publicly and with great intensity he thoroughly proved the Jews to be wrong, showing them from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.



^  (Luke 24:32) And they said to each other: “Were not our hearts burning within us as he was speaking to us on the road, as he was fully opening up* the Scriptures to us?”

Or “clearly explaining.”


^  (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (John 4:23, 24) Nevertheless, the hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the Father with spirit and truth, for indeed, the Father is looking for ones like these to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit, and those worshipping him must worship with spirit and truth.”



^ (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^  (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’



^  (John 4:23, 24) Nevertheless, the hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the Father with spirit and truth, for indeed, the Father is looking for ones like these to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit, and those worshipping him must worship with spirit and truth.”



^  (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^  (Matt. 22:39) The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’



^  (Deut. 32:44-47) Thus Moses came and recited all the words of this song in the hearing of the people, he and Ho·sheʹa* the son of Nun. 45 After Moses finished speaking all these words to all Israel, 46 he said to them: “Take to heart all the words of my warning to you today, so that you may command your sons to take care to do all the words of this Law. 47 For this is no empty word for you, but it means your life, and by this word you may live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess.”

The original name of Joshua. Hoshea is a shortened form of Hoshaiah, which means “Saved by Jah; Jah Has Saved.”


^  (Rom. 8:25) But if we hope for what we do not see, we keep eagerly waiting for it with endurance.



^  (Matt. 24:42-44) Keep on the watch, therefore, because you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 “But know one thing: If the householder had known in what watch* the thief was coming, he would have kept awake and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44 On this account, you too prove yourselves ready, because the Son of man is coming at an hour that you do not think to be it.

Or “at what time of night.”


^  (Rev. 1:3) Happy is the one who reads aloud and those who hear the words of this prophecy and who observe the things written in it, for the appointed time is near.



^  (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^  (Titus 1:9) holding firmly to the faithful word as respects his art of teaching, so that he may be able both to encourage by the teaching that is wholesome* and to reprove those who contradict.

Or “healthful; beneficial.”


^  (Prov. 2:4, 5) If you keep seeking for it as for silver, And you keep searching for it as for hidden treasures;  5 Then you will understand the fear of Jehovah, And you will find the knowledge of God.



^  (Acts 4:20) But as for us, we cannot stop speaking about the things we have seen and heard.”



^ (1 Tim. 4:13-16) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift in you that was given you through a prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 15 Ponder over these things; be absorbed in them, so that your advancement may be plainly seen by all people. 16 Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.



^  (1 Tim. 4:13-16) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift in you that was given you through a prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 15 Ponder over these things; be absorbed in them, so that your advancement may be plainly seen by all people. 16 Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.



^  (Prov. 1:5) A wise person listens and takes in more instruction; A man of understanding acquires skillful direction*

Or “wise guidance.”


^ (Ps. 119:1-176) Happy are those who are blameless* in their way, Who walk in the law of Jehovah.  2 Happy are those who observe his reminders, Who search for him with all their heart.  3 They practice no unrighteousness; They walk in his ways.  4 You have commanded That your orders be carefully kept.  5 If only I could remain steadfast* So as to observe your regulations!  6 Then I would not be put to shame When I consider all your commandments.  7 I will praise you with an upright heart When I learn your righteous judgments.  8 I will observe your regulations. May you never utterly forsake me.  9 How can a young man keep his path clean? By keeping on guard according to your word. 10 With my whole heart I seek you. Do not let me stray from your commandments. 11 In my heart I treasure up your saying So that I may not sin against you. 12 May you be praised, O Jehovah; Teach me your regulations. 13 With my lips I declare All the judgments that you have spoken. 14 I rejoice over your reminders More than over all other valuable things. 15 I will ponder over* your orders And keep my eyes on your paths. 16 I am fond of your statutes. I will not forget your word. 17 Deal kindly with your servant, So that I may live and observe your word. 18 Open my eyes so that I may see clearly The wonderful things from your law. 19 I am but a foreigner in the land. Do not hide your commandments from me. 20 I am* consumed with longing For your judgments at all times. 21 You rebuke the presumptuous, The cursed ones who stray from your commandments. 22 Remove from me* scorn and contempt, For I have observed your reminders. 23 Even when princes sit together and speak against me, Your servant ponders over* your regulations. 24 I am fond of your reminders; They are my advisers. 25 I lie* prostrate in the dust. Preserve me alive according to your word. 26 I told you of my ways, and you answered me; Teach me your regulations. 27 Make me understand the meaning* of your orders, So that I may ponder over* your wonderful works. 28 I have* been sleepless from grief. Strengthen me according to your word. 29 Remove from me the way of deception, And favor me with your law. 30 The way of faithfulness I have chosen. I recognize that your judgments are right. 31 I cling to your reminders. O Jehovah, do not let me be disappointed.* 32 I will eagerly pursue* the way of your commandments Because you make room for it in my heart.* 33 Teach me, O Jehovah, the way of your regulations, And I will follow it to the end. 34 Give me understanding, So that I may observe your law And keep it with my whole heart. 35 Guide me* in the pathway of your commandments, For in it I take delight. 36 Incline my heart to your reminders, Not to selfish gain.* 37 Turn my eyes away from looking at what is worthless; Preserve me alive in your way. 38 Fulfill your promise* to your servant, So that you may be feared.* 39 Remove the disgrace that I dread, For your judgments are good. 40 See how I long for your orders. Preserve me alive in your righteousness. 41 May I experience your loyal love, O Jehovah, Your salvation in harmony with your promise;* 42 Then I will reply to the one taunting me, For I put my trust in your word. 43 Do not utterly remove the word of truth from my mouth, For I have hoped in* your judgment. 44 I will keep your law constantly, Forever and ever. 45 And I will walk about in a place of safety,* For I search for your orders. 46 I will speak about your reminders in front of kings, And I will not be ashamed. 47 I am fond of your commandments, Yes, I love them. 48 I will raise my hands to your commandments, which I love, And I will ponder over* your regulations. 49 Remember your word* to your servant, Through which you give me hope.* 50 This is my comfort in my affliction, For your saying has preserved me alive. 51 The presumptuous utterly scorn me, But I do not deviate from your law. 52 I remember your judgments from of old, O Jehovah, And I find comfort in them. 53 I am seized with burning rage because of the wicked, Who forsake your law. 54 Your regulations are songs to me Wherever I dwell.* 55 During the night I remember your name, O Jehovah, So that I may keep your law. 56 This has been my practice Because I have observed your orders. 57 Jehovah is my portion; I have promised to keep your words. 58 I appeal to you* with all my heart; Show me favor according to your promise.* 59 I have examined my ways, In order to turn my feet back to your reminders. 60 I hurry and do not delay To keep your commandments. 61 The ropes of the wicked surround me, But your law I do not forget. 62 At midnight I get up to give you thanks For your righteous judgments. 63 I am a friend of all who fear you And of those who keep your orders. 64 Your loyal love, O Jehovah, fills the earth; Teach me your regulations. 65 You have dealt well with your servant, O Jehovah, according to your word. 66 Teach me good sense and knowledge, For I have put my trust in your commandments. 67 Before I was afflicted, I used to go astray,* But now I keep your saying. 68 You are good and your works are good. Teach me your regulations. 69 The presumptuous smear me with lies, But I observe your orders with all my heart. 70 Their heart is insensitive,* But I am fond of your law. 71 It is good that I have been afflicted, So that I may learn your regulations. 72 The law that you have proclaimed is good for me, More so than thousands of pieces of gold and silver. 73 Your hands made me and formed me. Give me understanding, So that I may learn your commandments. 74 Those who fear you see me and rejoice, For your word is my hope.* 75 I know, O Jehovah, that your judgments are righteous And that you have afflicted me in your faithfulness. 76 May your loyal love please comfort me, According to the promise* you made to your servant. 77 Show me mercy, so that I may keep living, For I am fond of your law. 78 May the presumptuous be put to shame, For they wrong me without cause.* But I will ponder over* your orders. 79 Let those who fear you return to me, Those who know your reminders. 80 May my heart be blameless in following your regulations, So that I may not be put to shame. 81 I long for* your salvation, For your word is my hope.* 82 My eyes long for your saying While I say: “When will you comfort me?” 83 For I am like a skin bottle dried up in the smoke, But your regulations I do not forget. 84 How many days must your servant wait? When will you bring judgment against those persecuting me? 85 The presumptuous dig pits for me, Those who defy your law. 86 All your commandments are trustworthy. Men persecute me without cause; help me! 87 They almost exterminated me from the earth, But I did not abandon your orders. 88 Preserve me alive because of your loyal love, So that I may keep the reminders you have spoken. 89 Forever, O Jehovah, Your word will remain in the heavens. 90 Your faithfulness is through all generations. You have firmly established the earth, so that it continues to stand. 91 By your judgments they* remain until today, For they are all your servants. 92 If I had not been fond of your law, I would have perished in my affliction. 93 I will never forget your orders, Because by them you have preserved me alive. 94 I belong to you; save me, Because I have searched for your orders. 95 The wicked wait to destroy me, But I give close attention to your reminders. 96 I have seen a limit to all perfection, But your commandment has no limit.* 97 How I do love your law! I ponder over* it all day long. 98 Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, Because it is with me forever. 99 I have more insight than all my teachers, Because I ponder over* your reminders. 100 I act with more understanding than older men, Because I observe your orders. 101 I refuse to walk on any evil path, So that I may keep your word. 102 I do not turn aside from your judgments, For you have instructed me. 103 How sweet your sayings are to my palate, More so than honey to my mouth! 104 By your orders I act with understanding. That is why I hate every false path. 105 Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path. 106 I have sworn an oath, and I will carry it out, To observe your righteous judgments. 107 I have been greatly afflicted. O Jehovah, preserve me alive according to your word. 108 Please take pleasure in my voluntary offerings of praise,* O Jehovah, And teach me your judgments. 109 My life is in constant danger,* But I have not forgotten your law. 110 The wicked have set a trap for me, But I have not strayed from your orders. 111 I take your reminders as my permanent possession,* For they are the joy of my heart. 112 I have resolved* to obey your regulations At all times, down to the last. 113 I hate the halfhearted ones,* But I love your law. 114 You are my shelter and my shield, For your word is my hope.* 115 Stay away from me, you evil men, So that I may observe the commandments of my God. 116 Support me as you promised,* So that I may keep living; Do not let my hope turn into disappointment.* 117 Support me that I may be saved; Then I will always concentrate on your regulations. 118 You reject all those who stray from your regulations, For they are false and deceitful. 119 You discard all the wicked of the earth as if they were worthless dross. That is why I love your reminders. 120 The dread of you makes my body* tremble; I am in fear of your judgments. 121 I have done what is just and righteous. Do not abandon me to my oppressors! 122 Guarantee the welfare of your servant; May the presumptuous not oppress me. 123 My eyes have grown weary waiting for your salvation And for your righteous promise.* 124 Show your loyal love to your servant, And teach me your regulations. 125 I am your servant; give me understanding, So that I may know your reminders. 126 The time has come for Jehovah to act, For they have broken your law. 127 That is why I love your commandments More than gold, even fine* gold. 128 Therefore, I consider every instruction* from you to be right; I hate every false path. 129 Your reminders are wonderful. That is why I observe* them. 130 The disclosure of your words brings light, Giving understanding to the inexperienced. 131 I open my mouth wide and sigh,* Because I long for your commandments. 132 Turn to me and show me favor, In keeping with your judgment toward those loving your name. 133 Guide my steps safely* by your saying; May nothing wicked dominate me. 134 Rescue* me from oppressive men, And I will keep your orders. 135 Make your face shine* upon your servant, And teach me your regulations. 136 Tears stream down from my eyes Because people do not keep your law. 137 You are righteous, O Jehovah, And your judgments are fair. 138 The reminders you give are righteous And completely reliable. 139 My zeal consumes me, Because my adversaries have forgotten your words. 140 Your saying is thoroughly refined, And your servant loves it. 141 I am insignificant and despised; Yet, I have not forgotten your orders. 142 Your righteousness is an eternal righteousness, And your law is truth. 143 Though distress and difficulty come upon me, I remain fond of your commandments. 144 The righteousness of your reminders is eternal. Give me understanding, so that I may keep living. 145 I call with my whole heart. Answer me, O Jehovah. Your regulations I will observe. 146 I call on you; save me! I will keep your reminders. 147 I have been awake before dawn* to cry for help, For your words are my hope.* 148 My eyes open before the night watches, So that I can ponder over* your saying. 149 Do listen to my voice because of your loyal love. O Jehovah, preserve me alive according to your justice. 150 Those who engage in shameful conduct* come near; They are far away from your law. 151 You are near, O Jehovah, And all your commandments are truth. 152 Long ago I learned about your reminders, That you have established them to last forever. 153 Look on my affliction and rescue me, For I have not forgotten your law. 154 Defend me* and rescue me; Preserve me alive in harmony with your promise.* 155 Salvation is far away from the wicked, For they have not searched for your regulations. 156 Your mercy is great, O Jehovah. Preserve me alive in harmony with your justice. 157 My persecutors and my adversaries are many; But I have not deviated from your reminders. 158 I look on the treacherous with loathing, Because they do not keep your saying. 159 See how I love your orders! O Jehovah, preserve me alive because of your loyal love. 160 The very essence of your word is truth, And all your righteous judgments endure forever. 161 Princes persecute me for no cause, But my heart stands in awe of your words. 162 I rejoice over your saying Like someone who finds great spoil. 163 I hate falsehood—I detest it— I love your law. 164 Seven times a day I praise you Because of your righteous judgments. 165 Abundant peace belongs to those who love your law; Nothing can make them stumble.* 166 I hope for your acts of salvation, O Jehovah, And I observe your commandments. 167 I keep* your reminders, And I love them dearly. 168 I observe your orders and your reminders, For you are aware of all that I do. 169 May my cry for help reach you, O Jehovah. According to your word, make me understand. 170 May my request for favor come before you. Save me, as you have promised.* 171 May my lips overflow with praise, For you teach me your regulations. 172 May my tongue sing about your saying, For all your commandments are righteous. 173 May your hand be ready to help me, Because I choose to obey your orders. 174 I long for your salvation, O Jehovah, And I am fond of your law. 175 Let me* live so that I may praise you; May your judgments be my help. 176 I have strayed like a lost sheep. Search for your servant, For I have not forgotten your commandments.

Or “who keep integrity.”
Lit., “O that my ways were firmly established.”
Or “study.”
Or “My soul is.”
Lit., “Roll away from upon me.”
Or “studies.”
Or “My soul lies.”
Lit., “way.”
Or “study.”
Or “My soul has.”
Or “be put to shame.”
Lit., “will run.”
Or possibly, “you make my heart have the confidence.”
Or “Make me walk.”
Or “to profits.”
Or “saying.”
Or possibly, “Which is made to those who fear you.”
Or “saying.”
Or “I wait for.”
Or “a roomy place.”
Or “study.”
Or “promise.”
Or “For which you made me wait.”
Or “In the house where I dwell as a foreigner.”
Or “I soften (seek the smile of) your face.”
Or “saying.”
Or “I was sinning by mistake.”
Lit., “unfeeling, like fat.”
Or “I wait for your word.”
Or “saying.”
Or possibly, “with lies.”
Or “study.”
Or “My soul pines for.”
Or “I wait for your word.”
That is, all his creative works.
Lit., “is very broad.”
Or “study.”
Or “study.”
Lit., “the voluntary offerings of my mouth.”
Or “My soul is in my hand constantly.”
Or “my eternal heritage.”
Lit., “have inclined my heart.”
Or “men of divided heart.”
Or “I wait for your word.”
Or “according to your saying.”
Or “be put to shame.”
Lit., “flesh.”
Or “saying.”
Or “refined.”
Or “order.”
Or “my soul observes.”
Lit., “pant.”
Or “Make my steps steady.”
Lit., “Redeem.”
Or “smile.”
Or “in the morning twilight.”
Or “I wait for your words.”
Or “study.”
Or “in obscene conduct.”
Or “Conduct my legal case.”
Or “saying.”
Or “For them there is no stumbling block.”
Or “My soul keeps.”
Or “according to your saying.”
Or “my soul.”


^ (Ps. 119:24) I am fond of your reminders; They are my advisers.



^ (Ps. 119:111) I take your reminders as my permanent possession,* For they are the joy of my heart.

Or “my eternal heritage.”


^ (Ps. 119:167) I keep* your reminders, And I love them dearly.

Or “My soul keeps.”


^  (2 Tim. 3:1) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.



^  (Ps. 119:1-176) Happy are those who are blameless* in their way, Who walk in the law of Jehovah.  2 Happy are those who observe his reminders, Who search for him with all their heart.  3 They practice no unrighteousness; They walk in his ways.  4 You have commanded That your orders be carefully kept.  5 If only I could remain steadfast* So as to observe your regulations!  6 Then I would not be put to shame When I consider all your commandments.  7 I will praise you with an upright heart When I learn your righteous judgments.  8 I will observe your regulations. May you never utterly forsake me.  9 How can a young man keep his path clean? By keeping on guard according to your word. 10 With my whole heart I seek you. Do not let me stray from your commandments. 11 In my heart I treasure up your saying So that I may not sin against you. 12 May you be praised, O Jehovah; Teach me your regulations. 13 With my lips I declare All the judgments that you have spoken. 14 I rejoice over your reminders More than over all other valuable things. 15 I will ponder over* your orders And keep my eyes on your paths. 16 I am fond of your statutes. I will not forget your word. 17 Deal kindly with your servant, So that I may live and observe your word. 18 Open my eyes so that I may see clearly The wonderful things from your law. 19 I am but a foreigner in the land. Do not hide your commandments from me. 20 I am* consumed with longing For your judgments at all times. 21 You rebuke the presumptuous, The cursed ones who stray from your commandments. 22 Remove from me* scorn and contempt, For I have observed your reminders. 23 Even when princes sit together and speak against me, Your servant ponders over* your regulations. 24 I am fond of your reminders; They are my advisers. 25 I lie* prostrate in the dust. Preserve me alive according to your word. 26 I told you of my ways, and you answered me; Teach me your regulations. 27 Make me understand the meaning* of your orders, So that I may ponder over* your wonderful works. 28 I have* been sleepless from grief. Strengthen me according to your word. 29 Remove from me the way of deception, And favor me with your law. 30 The way of faithfulness I have chosen. I recognize that your judgments are right. 31 I cling to your reminders. O Jehovah, do not let me be disappointed.* 32 I will eagerly pursue* the way of your commandments Because you make room for it in my heart.* 33 Teach me, O Jehovah, the way of your regulations, And I will follow it to the end. 34 Give me understanding, So that I may observe your law And keep it with my whole heart. 35 Guide me* in the pathway of your commandments, For in it I take delight. 36 Incline my heart to your reminders, Not to selfish gain.* 37 Turn my eyes away from looking at what is worthless; Preserve me alive in your way. 38 Fulfill your promise* to your servant, So that you may be feared.* 39 Remove the disgrace that I dread, For your judgments are good. 40 See how I long for your orders. Preserve me alive in your righteousness. 41 May I experience your loyal love, O Jehovah, Your salvation in harmony with your promise;* 42 Then I will reply to the one taunting me, For I put my trust in your word. 43 Do not utterly remove the word of truth from my mouth, For I have hoped in* your judgment. 44 I will keep your law constantly, Forever and ever. 45 And I will walk about in a place of safety,* For I search for your orders. 46 I will speak about your reminders in front of kings, And I will not be ashamed. 47 I am fond of your commandments, Yes, I love them. 48 I will raise my hands to your commandments, which I love, And I will ponder over* your regulations. 49 Remember your word* to your servant, Through which you give me hope.* 50 This is my comfort in my affliction, For your saying has preserved me alive. 51 The presumptuous utterly scorn me, But I do not deviate from your law. 52 I remember your judgments from of old, O Jehovah, And I find comfort in them. 53 I am seized with burning rage because of the wicked, Who forsake your law. 54 Your regulations are songs to me Wherever I dwell.* 55 During the night I remember your name, O Jehovah, So that I may keep your law. 56 This has been my practice Because I have observed your orders. 57 Jehovah is my portion; I have promised to keep your words. 58 I appeal to you* with all my heart; Show me favor according to your promise.* 59 I have examined my ways, In order to turn my feet back to your reminders. 60 I hurry and do not delay To keep your commandments. 61 The ropes of the wicked surround me, But your law I do not forget. 62 At midnight I get up to give you thanks For your righteous judgments. 63 I am a friend of all who fear you And of those who keep your orders. 64 Your loyal love, O Jehovah, fills the earth; Teach me your regulations. 65 You have dealt well with your servant, O Jehovah, according to your word. 66 Teach me good sense and knowledge, For I have put my trust in your commandments. 67 Before I was afflicted, I used to go astray,* But now I keep your saying. 68 You are good and your works are good. Teach me your regulations. 69 The presumptuous smear me with lies, But I observe your orders with all my heart. 70 Their heart is insensitive,* But I am fond of your law. 71 It is good that I have been afflicted, So that I may learn your regulations. 72 The law that you have proclaimed is good for me, More so than thousands of pieces of gold and silver. 73 Your hands made me and formed me. Give me understanding, So that I may learn your commandments. 74 Those who fear you see me and rejoice, For your word is my hope.* 75 I know, O Jehovah, that your judgments are righteous And that you have afflicted me in your faithfulness. 76 May your loyal love please comfort me, According to the promise* you made to your servant. 77 Show me mercy, so that I may keep living, For I am fond of your law. 78 May the presumptuous be put to shame, For they wrong me without cause.* But I will ponder over* your orders. 79 Let those who fear you return to me, Those who know your reminders. 80 May my heart be blameless in following your regulations, So that I may not be put to shame. 81 I long for* your salvation, For your word is my hope.* 82 My eyes long for your saying While I say: “When will you comfort me?” 83 For I am like a skin bottle dried up in the smoke, But your regulations I do not forget. 84 How many days must your servant wait? When will you bring judgment against those persecuting me? 85 The presumptuous dig pits for me, Those who defy your law. 86 All your commandments are trustworthy. Men persecute me without cause; help me! 87 They almost exterminated me from the earth, But I did not abandon your orders. 88 Preserve me alive because of your loyal love, So that I may keep the reminders you have spoken. 89 Forever, O Jehovah, Your word will remain in the heavens. 90 Your faithfulness is through all generations. You have firmly established the earth, so that it continues to stand. 91 By your judgments they* remain until today, For they are all your servants. 92 If I had not been fond of your law, I would have perished in my affliction. 93 I will never forget your orders, Because by them you have preserved me alive. 94 I belong to you; save me, Because I have searched for your orders. 95 The wicked wait to destroy me, But I give close attention to your reminders. 96 I have seen a limit to all perfection, But your commandment has no limit.* 97 How I do love your law! I ponder over* it all day long. 98 Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, Because it is with me forever. 99 I have more insight than all my teachers, Because I ponder over* your reminders. 100 I act with more understanding than older men, Because I observe your orders. 101 I refuse to walk on any evil path, So that I may keep your word. 102 I do not turn aside from your judgments, For you have instructed me. 103 How sweet your sayings are to my palate, More so than honey to my mouth! 104 By your orders I act with understanding. That is why I hate every false path. 105 Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path. 106 I have sworn an oath, and I will carry it out, To observe your righteous judgments. 107 I have been greatly afflicted. O Jehovah, preserve me alive according to your word. 108 Please take pleasure in my voluntary offerings of praise,* O Jehovah, And teach me your judgments. 109 My life is in constant danger,* But I have not forgotten your law. 110 The wicked have set a trap for me, But I have not strayed from your orders. 111 I take your reminders as my permanent possession,* For they are the joy of my heart. 112 I have resolved* to obey your regulations At all times, down to the last. 113 I hate the halfhearted ones,* But I love your law. 114 You are my shelter and my shield, For your word is my hope.* 115 Stay away from me, you evil men, So that I may observe the commandments of my God. 116 Support me as you promised,* So that I may keep living; Do not let my hope turn into disappointment.* 117 Support me that I may be saved; Then I will always concentrate on your regulations. 118 You reject all those who stray from your regulations, For they are false and deceitful. 119 You discard all the wicked of the earth as if they were worthless dross. That is why I love your reminders. 120 The dread of you makes my body* tremble; I am in fear of your judgments. 121 I have done what is just and righteous. Do not abandon me to my oppressors! 122 Guarantee the welfare of your servant; May the presumptuous not oppress me. 123 My eyes have grown weary waiting for your salvation And for your righteous promise.* 124 Show your loyal love to your servant, And teach me your regulations. 125 I am your servant; give me understanding, So that I may know your reminders. 126 The time has come for Jehovah to act, For they have broken your law. 127 That is why I love your commandments More than gold, even fine* gold. 128 Therefore, I consider every instruction* from you to be right; I hate every false path. 129 Your reminders are wonderful. That is why I observe* them. 130 The disclosure of your words brings light, Giving understanding to the inexperienced. 131 I open my mouth wide and sigh,* Because I long for your commandments. 132 Turn to me and show me favor, In keeping with your judgment toward those loving your name. 133 Guide my steps safely* by your saying; May nothing wicked dominate me. 134 Rescue* me from oppressive men, And I will keep your orders. 135 Make your face shine* upon your servant, And teach me your regulations. 136 Tears stream down from my eyes Because people do not keep your law. 137 You are righteous, O Jehovah, And your judgments are fair. 138 The reminders you give are righteous And completely reliable. 139 My zeal consumes me, Because my adversaries have forgotten your words. 140 Your saying is thoroughly refined, And your servant loves it. 141 I am insignificant and despised; Yet, I have not forgotten your orders. 142 Your righteousness is an eternal righteousness, And your law is truth. 143 Though distress and difficulty come upon me, I remain fond of your commandments. 144 The righteousness of your reminders is eternal. Give me understanding, so that I may keep living. 145 I call with my whole heart. Answer me, O Jehovah. Your regulations I will observe. 146 I call on you; save me! I will keep your reminders. 147 I have been awake before dawn* to cry for help, For your words are my hope.* 148 My eyes open before the night watches, So that I can ponder over* your saying. 149 Do listen to my voice because of your loyal love. O Jehovah, preserve me alive according to your justice. 150 Those who engage in shameful conduct* come near; They are far away from your law. 151 You are near, O Jehovah, And all your commandments are truth. 152 Long ago I learned about your reminders, That you have established them to last forever. 153 Look on my affliction and rescue me, For I have not forgotten your law. 154 Defend me* and rescue me; Preserve me alive in harmony with your promise.* 155 Salvation is far away from the wicked, For they have not searched for your regulations. 156 Your mercy is great, O Jehovah. Preserve me alive in harmony with your justice. 157 My persecutors and my adversaries are many; But I have not deviated from your reminders. 158 I look on the treacherous with loathing, Because they do not keep your saying. 159 See how I love your orders! O Jehovah, preserve me alive because of your loyal love. 160 The very essence of your word is truth, And all your righteous judgments endure forever. 161 Princes persecute me for no cause, But my heart stands in awe of your words. 162 I rejoice over your saying Like someone who finds great spoil. 163 I hate falsehood—I detest it— I love your law. 164 Seven times a day I praise you Because of your righteous judgments. 165 Abundant peace belongs to those who love your law; Nothing can make them stumble.* 166 I hope for your acts of salvation, O Jehovah, And I observe your commandments. 167 I keep* your reminders, And I love them dearly. 168 I observe your orders and your reminders, For you are aware of all that I do. 169 May my cry for help reach you, O Jehovah. According to your word, make me understand. 170 May my request for favor come before you. Save me, as you have promised.* 171 May my lips overflow with praise, For you teach me your regulations. 172 May my tongue sing about your saying, For all your commandments are righteous. 173 May your hand be ready to help me, Because I choose to obey your orders. 174 I long for your salvation, O Jehovah, And I am fond of your law. 175 Let me* live so that I may praise you; May your judgments be my help. 176 I have strayed like a lost sheep. Search for your servant, For I have not forgotten your commandments.

Or “who keep integrity.”
Lit., “O that my ways were firmly established.”
Or “study.”
Or “My soul is.”
Lit., “Roll away from upon me.”
Or “studies.”
Or “My soul lies.”
Lit., “way.”
Or “study.”
Or “My soul has.”
Or “be put to shame.”
Lit., “will run.”
Or possibly, “you make my heart have the confidence.”
Or “Make me walk.”
Or “to profits.”
Or “saying.”
Or possibly, “Which is made to those who fear you.”
Or “saying.”
Or “I wait for.”
Or “a roomy place.”
Or “study.”
Or “promise.”
Or “For which you made me wait.”
Or “In the house where I dwell as a foreigner.”
Or “I soften (seek the smile of) your face.”
Or “saying.”
Or “I was sinning by mistake.”
Lit., “unfeeling, like fat.”
Or “I wait for your word.”
Or “saying.”
Or possibly, “with lies.”
Or “study.”
Or “My soul pines for.”
Or “I wait for your word.”
That is, all his creative works.
Lit., “is very broad.”
Or “study.”
Or “study.”
Lit., “the voluntary offerings of my mouth.”
Or “My soul is in my hand constantly.”
Or “my eternal heritage.”
Lit., “have inclined my heart.”
Or “men of divided heart.”
Or “I wait for your word.”
Or “according to your saying.”
Or “be put to shame.”
Lit., “flesh.”
Or “saying.”
Or “refined.”
Or “order.”
Or “my soul observes.”
Lit., “pant.”
Or “Make my steps steady.”
Lit., “Redeem.”
Or “smile.”
Or “in the morning twilight.”
Or “I wait for your words.”
Or “study.”
Or “in obscene conduct.”
Or “Conduct my legal case.”
Or “saying.”
Or “For them there is no stumbling block.”
Or “My soul keeps.”
Or “according to your saying.”
Or “my soul.”


^  (Ps. 119:24) I am fond of your reminders; They are my advisers.



^  (Ps. 119:111) I take your reminders as my permanent possession,* For they are the joy of my heart.

Or “my eternal heritage.”


^  (Ps. 119:167) I keep* your reminders, And I love them dearly.

Or “My soul keeps.”


^  (Ex. 16:15) When the Israelites saw it, they began to say to one another, “What is it?” for they did not know what it was. Moses said to them: “It is the bread that Jehovah has given you for food.



^  (Ex. 16:31) The house of Israel named the bread “manna.”* It was white like coriander seed, and its taste was like that of flat cakes with honey.

Probably from the Hebrew expression “What is it?”


^  (Num. 21:5) And the people kept speaking against God and Moses, saying: “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no food and no water, and we* have come to hate* this contemptible bread.”

Or “our souls.”
Or “abhor.”


^  (Prov. 3:13) Happy is the man who finds wisdom And the man who acquires discernment;



^  (Prov. 3:16-18) Long life is in its right hand; Riches and glory are in its left hand. 17 Its ways are pleasant, And all its paths are peaceful. 18 It is a tree of life to those who take hold of it, And those who keep firm hold of it will be called happy.



^  (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^  (Ps. 23:3) He refreshes me.* He leads me in the paths* of righteousness for the sake of his name.

Or “my soul.”
Lit., “tracks.”


^  (Ps. 31:3) For you are my crag and my stronghold; For the sake of your name, you will lead me and guide me.



^  (Luke 8:18) Therefore, pay attention to how you listen, for whoever has will be given more, but whoever does not have, even what he imagines he has will be taken away from him.”



^  (Ps. 119:2) Happy are those who observe his reminders, Who search for him with all their heart.



^  (Ps. 119:14) I rejoice over your reminders More than over all other valuable things.
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LIFE STORY

Serving Jehovah for Some 70 Years in Cuba

AS TOLD BY GUSTAVO JOSEPH


I WAS born in 1947 on the beautiful Caribbean island of Cuba. It is located at the intersection of the warm waters of the northern Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. After I was born, my parents had my two younger sisters. The five of us lived in the village of Esmeralda.




I recall that life in our little village was peaceful. We lived close to some of our relatives, including aunts, uncles, and grandparents. We had enough to eat and lived a happy life.

When I was about five years old, my parents began to study the Bible with Walton Jones. He was a zealous evangelizer who would walk about ten hours just to reach our village. Each time he came, many in my family would gather at my grandparents’ house for hours to discuss the Bible with him. My parents, along with my uncle Pedro and aunt Ela, loved what they were learning and soon got baptized as Jehovah’s Witnesses. Ela is almost 100 years old and continues to serve as a pioneer in Cuba.

At that time, Jehovah’s Witnesses could worship freely in Cuba. We were well-known for preaching from house to house, carrying briefcases and handbags full of valuable Bible literature. And we did a lot of walking! I have fond memories of serving Jehovah during those “favorable times” of my early life. But there were “difficult times” ahead.​—2 Tim. 4:2.

DIFFICULT TIMES ARRIVE

When I was about five years old, my father and my uncle traveled to another part of the island to attend an assembly. Sadly, during that trip, they both contracted typhoid fever from contaminated water. I can recall that after they returned, my uncle lost his hair but survived. However, my father passed away. He was just 32 years old.

After my father died, my mother decided to have our family move in with her brother who lived in the village of Lombillo. That meant leaving our relatives, including our grandparents, whom we dearly loved. But we continued worshipping Jehovah as a family.

On August 26, 1957, I got baptized in a reservoir near Lombillo. I was ten years old. Little did I know that in less than two years, life would change dramatically for Jehovah’s Witnesses in Cuba. In 1959 the government was overthrown and a communist regime took over.

We now found ourselves under a government that placed much importance on military service. That affected Jehovah’s people, who in all lands maintain their neutrality in political and military issues. As a result, we progressively lost the considerable freedom of worship that we had long enjoyed. The government eventually banned our Christian activities, and hundreds of faithful brothers were sent to prison. Some were frequently beaten and deprived of food. At times, the food served contained blood, which the Bible forbids us to eat.

Despite the challenges, we continued to meet together to worship Jehovah. (Heb. 10:25) We even held assemblies on farms or in other locations throughout the country. I remember one time when a brother allowed us to use his large sheep barn as a venue for the assembly. We weren’t able to clean the barn beforehand or even take the sheep out of it. Nevertheless, we held the assembly and had literal and figurative sheep come together!​—Mic. 2:12.

We appreciated the hard work of the brothers who helped us obtain spiritual food in those days. For example, assembly programs were prerecorded on cassette tapes and then circulated throughout the country. At times, just two brothers would be assigned to prepare, deliver, and record all the talks on a program. Because the brothers would record the tapes in clandestine locations, we would at times hear roosters and other interesting noises in the background. If the assembly location had no electricity, a brother would pedal a stationary bicycle fitted with a dynamo to generate the needed electricity. That way we could power the cassette player and hear the program. We may not have had ideal circumstances or the amount of printed publications that fellow believers had in other lands, but we never lacked spiritual food. And we certainly enjoyed serving Jehovah together.​—Neh. 8:10.

BEING PIONEERS AND PARENTS

Once I turned 18, I began serving as a regular pioneer in the town of Florida. About a year later, I was appointed as a special pioneer in the city of Camagüey, the provincial capital. That is where I met Emilia, a beautiful Witness sister from Santiago de Cuba. We began dating, and within a year, we got married.



[image: Collage: 1. Gustavo and his classmates sit down for a class picture. 2. Gustavo and Emilia smile as they stand next to their wedding cake.]

(Left) Kingdom Ministry School for elders​—Camagüey, Cuba, 1966

(Right) On our wedding day, 1967





I began working full-time in one of the many government-owned sugar mills. Emilia and I were no longer able to serve as pioneers; still, we wanted to devote as much time as we could to spiritual activities. I arranged to work the 3:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. shift at the mill. I didn’t love waking up so early, but the schedule allowed me to stay active in the ministry and to attend all the meetings with Emilia.

In 1969 our first son, Gustavo, was born. I had been asked to resume the full-time service in the circuit work. At the time, serving as a circuit overseer while taking care of a family was common in Cuba. That began one of the happiest but busiest chapters in our life. Emilia and I felt privileged to be offered the opportunity to serve our brothers and sisters in this way. During that time in the circuit work, our son Obed was born, then Abner, and after some years our daughter, Mahely.

When I look back on the years we spent in the circuit work, it makes me happy to see how Jehovah blessed his people in Cuba. And he certainly blessed our efforts as parents to instill love for him in the hearts of our children. Let me explain what life was like for Emilia and me in those days when we were doing circuit work.

THE CIRCUIT WORK UNDER BAN

In the 60’s and the 70’s, we really began to feel the effects of the ban on our work. Kingdom Halls were closed. Our missionaries were expelled from the country. Many young brothers were arrested and sent to prison. And the branch office in Havana was shut down.



[image: Gustavo and Emilia holding up Spanish “Awake!” magazines.]

Circuit work, 1990’s





Because of the ban, we could visit congregations only on weekends. So each congregation got a two-weekend visit. We traveled light and often used a bicycle, since that was the most discreet way to get around. Of course, our visits were not publicly announced. We had to make it seem as if we were visiting relatives. That was rather easy to do. In fact, we felt so much like family that we had to be careful not to lose sight of the fact that we were visiting with a spiritual objective. (Mark 10:29, 30) Still, we needed to be discreet. We were often followed and interrogated by the police. Our hosts even risked being arrested if we were discovered.​—Rom. 16:4.

During this period, we met many brothers and sisters who showed remarkable generosity despite having little materially. The mosquitoes in some areas seemed to outnumber the people, but friends would kindly provide us with their only mosquito net so that we could sleep more comfortably at night. Others were willing to host us even though they had very little food to share. In fact, we would at times bring our own food to share with the hosts.

We could not bring all our children with us when we visited congregations. So we would travel with just one child while my mother and my sister cared for the others at home. Actually, traveling with a baby served as a protection. On occasion, we were searched by the police, but we had hidden materials in the dirty-diaper bag​—a spot that the police would not search.

I admire Emilia so much for all that she did to care for the children while supporting me during our years in full-time service. As for me, I was able to balance my secular job at the mill with my responsibilities as a circuit overseer. How? Sometimes, I worked a double shift once or twice a week so that I could have the weekend off. Later, though, my work assignment changed. I became a team lead and was scheduled to work seven days a week. I could not refuse this schedule. But I discovered that as long as I gave my team enough work to stay busy on the weekend, they would cover for me while I visited congregations. As far as I know, my bosses never noticed that I did not show up to work on weekends!

REMAINING JOYFUL DURING TIMES OF CHANGE



[image: Gustavo giving a talk at a 1994 district convention.]

First open convention after the ban, 1994





One day in 1994, the brothers taking the lead in Cuba summoned all traveling overseers​—80 of us—​to a special meeting in Havana. What a joy it was for us finally to meet one another after all those years! At that meeting, we first discussed some organizational adjustments. Then came a shocking announcement. The brothers told us that they were planning to disclose our names to the authorities! Why do that?

They explained that they had been meeting with government officials with the goal of improving the relationship between the government and Jehovah’s Witnesses. The authorities had requested a list of all the names of the circuit overseers. We all agreed to submit our names. From then on, the discussions with government authorities yielded good results.

Eventually, we were able to meet and preach openly, although legalizing our status as a religion was not yet on the table. We later found out that the authorities already knew the names of some of the traveling overseers but wanted us to confirm what they had.

In September 1994, we were given permission to reestablish a branch office. As it turned out, we were able to use the very building that had been shut down 20 years earlier.

Then in 1996, Emilia and I got a phone call inviting us to serve at Bethel. After getting over the initial shock, I reminded the brothers that I still had two children at home, who were my priority. The brothers kindly considered my situation and later confirmed that they still wanted us to serve at Bethel. We accepted and started making plans to move as a family to Havana.



[image: Collage: 1. Emilia and other sisters working in the Sewing Department at Bethel. 2. Gustavo giving a talk at an Assembly Hall.]

(Left) Emilia in the Sewing Department at the Cuba branch, early 2000’s

(Right) Assembly Hall dedication, 2012







Frankly, at first, I did not find Bethel service enjoyable. I had spent so many years in the traveling work that my mind and heart were in the field. I struggled to sit behind a desk. But my fellow Bethelites and especially my wife, Emilia, helped me to adjust my viewpoint. In time, I regained my joy, and now I happily serve at Bethel.



[image: Collage: 1. Gustavo on a stage, addressing the graduates of a Bible School for Christian Couples who stand behind him. 2. Gustavo standing with four other Branch Committee members.]

(Left) Bible School for Christian Couples graduation, 2013

(Right) Branch Committee in Cuba, 2013









[image: Gustavo and Emilia sitting with their daughter and son-in-law.]

At a circuit assembly with our daughter and her husband





Emilia and I are no longer young. We are overjoyed, though, to think of all the brothers and sisters whom we have been privileged to know and to serve with over the years. We are especially happy to see our children, as well as our grandchildren, serving Jehovah. We feel similar to the aged apostle John, who said: “No greater joy do I have than this: that I should hear that my children go on walking in the truth.”​—3 John 4.

Now after serving at Bethel for almost 30 years, Emilia and I do our best to carry out our assignments despite daily battles brought on by cancer and old age. During our years in Jehovah’s service, we have had some challenges, but we rejoice that we have been able to serve “the happy God” for some 70 years here on the island of Cuba!​—1 Tim. 1:11; Ps. 97:1.





^ (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^ (Heb. 10:25) not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.



^ (Mic. 2:12) I will certainly gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely collect the remaining ones of Israel together. In unity I will place them, like sheep in the pen, Like a flock in its pasture; It will be noisy with people.’



^ (Neh. 8:10) He said to them: “Go, eat the choice things* and drink what is sweet, and send portions of food to those who have nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not feel sad, for the joy of Jehovah is your stronghold.”*

Lit., “fatty things.”
Or “strength.”


^ (Mark 10:29, 30) Jesus said: “Truly I say to you, no one has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for the sake of the good news 30 who will not get 100 times more now in this period of time*—houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the coming system of things, everlasting life.

Or “in the present time.”


^ (Rom. 16:4) who have risked their own necks for me and to whom not only I but also all the congregations of the nations give thanks.



^ (3 John 4) No greater joy* do I have than this: that I should hear that my children go on walking in the truth.

Or possibly, “cause for thankfulness.”


^ (1 Tim. 1:11) according to the glorious good news of the happy God, with which I was entrusted.



^ (Ps. 97:1) Jehovah has become King! Let the earth be joyful. Let the many islands rejoice.








QUESTIONS FROM READERS



As noted at Galatians 4:24, what two covenants did the apostle Paul refer to?

After referring to Abraham’s relationship with Sarah and with Hagar, the apostle Paul stated: “These things may be taken as a symbolic drama; for these women mean two covenants.” (Gal. 4:22-24) Previously, it was understood that the two covenants were the Law covenant and the new covenant. However, upon further examination, we believe that an adjustment is called for. It seems that Paul was referring, not to the new covenant, but to the Abrahamic covenant. Consider a few details.*

Paul connected the servant woman Hagar with Mount Sinai. (Gal. 4:25) Hagar meant the Law covenant that was given at Mount Sinai in 1513 B.C.E. (Ex. 19:5, 6) No imperfect human could keep that Law perfectly, so it reminded the Jews that they were slaves to sin. This covenant could help the nation of Israel identify the Messiah, the only human who would be able to keep the Law perfectly. When the Messiah sacrificed his perfect life, he made it possible for imperfect humans to be freed from sin and death. (Gal. 3:19, 24, 25) Once Jesus fulfilled God’s purpose, the Law was no longer needed.​—Rom. 10:4.

Paul contrasted Hagar with Sarah, “the free woman” who gave birth “through a promise.” (Gal. 4:23) That promise was the Abrahamic covenant. (Gal. 3:29; 4:28, 30) It is summarized at Genesis 22:18: “By means of your [Abraham’s] offspring all nations of the earth will obtain a blessing for themselves because you have listened to my voice.”

That covenant made with Abraham added to the promise Jehovah made in Eden. (Gen. 3:15) It revealed that the foretold “offspring” would be a descendant of Abraham. Paul explained that this “offspring” refers primarily to Jesus Christ. But those who “belong to Christ,” the 144,000 heirs who will rule with Jesus in his Kingdom, are included in this figurative offspring. (Gal. 3:16, 29; Rev. 14:1-3) The fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham will bring many blessings to those who accept and obey Jesus.

Why did Paul use this “symbolic drama”? He showed that if the Jewish people of his day insisted on keeping the Law, they, like Hagar, would remain in slavery. However, if they accepted the primary “offspring” of Abraham, Jesus Christ, they, like Sarah, would be free. They would gain true freedom from sin and death. (John 8:32-34) If they did not accept Jesus, they would miss the main purpose of the Law covenant, namely, to lead them to the Christ.

Many of the Galatians to whom Paul was writing were non-Jewish and were never under the Law. Some Judaizers were insisting that Gentile Christians obey the Law, including its requirement of circumcision. Paul reasoned that it would be foolish for these to embrace the “slavery” of the Law for they had already experienced the “freedom” belonging to the Christ.​—Gal. 5:1, 10-14.



^  This corrects what was published in The Watchtower, March 15, 2006, pp. 10-12.








^ (Gal. 4:24) These things may be taken as a symbolic drama; for these women mean two covenants, the one from Mount Siʹnai, which bears children for slavery and which is Haʹgar.



^  (Gal. 4:22-24) For example, it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the servant girl and one by the free woman; 23 but the one by the servant girl was actually born through natural descent and the other by the free woman through a promise. 24 These things may be taken as a symbolic drama; for these women mean two covenants, the one from Mount Siʹnai, which bears children for slavery and which is Haʹgar.



^  (Gal. 4:25) Now Haʹgar means Siʹnai, a mountain in Arabia, and she corresponds with the Jerusalem today, for she is in slavery with her children.



^  (Ex. 19:5, 6) Now if you will strictly obey my voice and keep my covenant, you will certainly become my special property* out of all peoples, for the whole earth belongs to me. 6 You will become to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you are to say to the Israelites.”

Or “treasured possession.”


^  (Gal. 3:19) Why, then, the Law? It was added to make transgressions manifest, until the offspring should arrive to whom the promise had been made; and it was transmitted through angels by the hand of a mediator.



^  (Gal. 3:24, 25) So the Law became our guardian leading to Christ, so that we might be declared righteous through faith. 25 But now that the faith has arrived, we are no longer under a guardian.



^  (Rom. 10:4) For Christ is the end of the Law, so that everyone exercising faith may have righteousness.



^  (Gal. 4:23) but the one by the servant girl was actually born through natural descent and the other by the free woman through a promise.



^  (Gal. 3:29) Moreover, if you belong to Christ, you are really Abraham’s offspring, heirs with reference to a promise.



^  (Gal. 4:28) Now you, brothers, are children of the promise the same as Isaac was.



^  (Gal. 4:30) Nevertheless, what does the scripture say? “Drive out the servant girl and her son, for the son of the servant girl will by no means be an heir with the son of the free woman.”



^  (Gen. 22:18) And by means of your offspring* all nations of the earth will obtain a blessing for themselves because you have listened to my voice.’”

Lit., “seed.”


^  (Gen. 3:15) And I will put enmity* between you and the woman and between your offspring* and her offspring.* He will crush* your head, and you will strike* him in the heel.”

Or “hostility.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “bruise; strike.”
Or “bruise; crush.”


^  (Gal. 3:16) Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “and to your descendants,” in the sense of many. Rather, it says, “and to your offspring,” in the sense of one, who is Christ.



^  (Gal. 3:29) Moreover, if you belong to Christ, you are really Abraham’s offspring, heirs with reference to a promise.



^  (Rev. 14:1-3) Then I saw, and look! the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who have his name and the name of his Father written on their foreheads. 2 I heard a sound coming out of heaven like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder; and the sound that I heard was like singers who accompany themselves by playing on their harps. 3 And they are singing what seems to be a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders, and no one was able to master that song except the 144,000, who have been bought from the earth.



^  (John 8:32-34) and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They replied to him: “We are Abraham’s offspring* and never have been slaves to anyone. How is it you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, every doer of sin is a slave of sin.

Lit., “seed.”


^  (Gal. 5:1) For such freedom Christ set us free. Therefore, stand firm, and do not let yourselves be confined again in a yoke of slavery.



^  (Gal. 5:10-14) I am confident that you who are in union with the Lord will not come to think otherwise; but the one who is causing you trouble, whoever he may be, will receive the judgment he deserves. 11 As for me, brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the stumbling block of the torture stake has been eliminated. 12 I wish the men who are trying to unsettle you would emasculate themselves. 13 You were called to freedom, brothers; only do not use this freedom as an opportunity to pursue fleshly desires, but through love slave for one another. 14 For the entire Law has been fulfilled in one commandment, namely: “You must love your neighbor as yourself.”








BIBLE FACT

Fishing Nets in Bible Times



Bible readers may remember that some of Jesus’ followers were fishermen. (Mark 1:16-20) They would use nets when fishing on the Sea of Galilee.

Fishing nets were made by knotting twine or linen thread to create a mesh. The size of the mesh depended on the catch of fish wanted. Small nets often had lead or stone weights to make them sink, while large dragnets had weights at the bottom and wooden or cork floats at the top.

Fishing nets were expensive. They could be damaged by rocks on the seabed or torn by the weight of a very large catch of fish. (Luke 5:6) The Bible speaks of James and John “mending their nets”​—likely using a needle and linen thread. (Matt. 4:21) Fishermen would probably do these repairs after each use. Luke also describes fishermen “washing off their nets” to remove silt or debris. (Luke 5:2) Afterward, the fishermen would hang up their nets to dry​—likely to prevent them from rotting.​—Ezek. 47:10.

Jesus invited men who were accustomed to using nets to become “fishers of men.”







^ (Mark 1:16-20) While walking alongside the Sea of Galʹi·lee, he saw Simon and Simon’s brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 So Jesus said to them: “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”* 18 And at once they abandoned their nets and followed him. 19 After going a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebʹe·dee and his brother John, while they were in their boat mending their nets, 20 and without delay he called them. So they left their father Zebʹe·dee in the boat with the hired men and went off after him.

Or “people.”


^ (Luke 5:6) Well, when they did this, they caught a great number of fish. In fact, their nets began ripping apart.



^ (Matt. 4:21) Going on from there, he saw two others who were brothers, James the son of Zebʹe·dee and his brother John. They were in the boat with Zebʹe·dee their father, mending their nets, and he called them.



^ (Luke 5:2) And he saw two boats docked at the lakeside, but the fishermen had got out of them and were washing off their nets.



^ (Ezek. 47:10) “Fishermen will stand beside it from En-gedʹi clear to En-egʹla·im, where there will be a drying yard for dragnets. There will be an abundance of many kinds of fish, like the fish of the Great Sea.*

That is, the Mediterranean.
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^ ***sjj song 122 Be Steadfast, Immovable!***


SONG 122

Be Steadfast, Immovable!


(1 Corinthians 15:58)


	1. Nations are troubled as never before.

People are fearful of what lies in store.

Firm and immovable we need to be,

Serving our God faithfully.

(CHORUS)

Steadfast we all need to be;

Far from this world we keep free,

Standing firm to the end,

Unending life we’ll see.





	2. Snares of the world and temptations abound.

We can resist if our thinking is sound.

Hating what’s bad while we love what is true

Makes us immovable too.

(CHORUS)

Steadfast we all need to be;

Far from this world we keep free,

Standing firm to the end,

Unending life we’ll see.





	3. Give to God worship that comes from the heart.

In the Lord’s service may we have a part.

Preach the good news, always holding it fast.

Soon the last days will have passed.

(CHORUS)

Steadfast we all need to be;

Far from this world we keep free,

Standing firm to the end,

Unending life we’ll see.









(See also Luke 21:9; 1 Pet. 4:7.)





^ (1 Cor. 15:58) Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always having plenty to do in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain* in connection with the Lord.

Lit., “empty.”


^ (Luke 21:9) Furthermore, when you hear of wars and disturbances,* do not be terrified. For these things must take place first, but the end will not occur immediately.”

Or “disorders; uprisings.”


^ (1 Pet. 4:7) But the end of all things has drawn close. Therefore, be sound in mind, and be vigilant* with a view to prayers.

Or “alert; awake.”








^ ***lc p. 3 Contents***
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^ ***lf p. 2 Contents***


The Origin of Life​—Five Questions Worth Asking
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^ ***ct p. 3 Contents***
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^ ***sjj song 123 Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order***


SONG 123

Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order


(1 Corinthians 14:33)


	1. As Jehovah’s people sound throughout the earth

Truths about the Kingdom and its priceless worth,

Theocratic order they must all obey

And remain united, loyalty display.

(CHORUS)

Loyal submission in recognition,

This to our God we owe.

He gives protection, tender affection,

Loyalty to him we show.





	2. God provides his steward and his active force.

These will ever guide us in our Christian course.

So may we be steadfast, seeking God to please,

Loyally proclaiming all his wise decrees!

(CHORUS)

Loyal submission in recognition,

This to our God we owe.

He gives protection, tender affection,

Loyalty to him we show.









(See also Luke 12:42; Heb. 13:7, 17.)





^ (1 Cor. 14:33) For God is a God not of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the holy ones,



^ (Luke 12:42) And the Lord said: “Who really is the faithful steward, the discreet one, whom his master will appoint over his body of attendants to keep giving them their measure of food supplies at the proper time?



^ (Heb. 13:7) Remember those who are taking the lead among you, who have spoken the word of God to you, and as you contemplate how their conduct turns out, imitate their faith.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.















^ ***sjj song 90 Encourage One Another***


SONG 90

Encourage One Another


(Hebrews 10:24, 25)


	1. As we encourage one another

To serve Jehovah faithfully,

We find the bonds of love are strengthened;

Fine works bring peace and unity.

The love we find among God’s people

Gives each the courage to endure.

Our congregation is a refuge,

A place where we can feel secure.



	2. A word when spoken at the right time

Is, oh, how comforting to hear!

We hear these words of consolation

From friends so faithful and so dear.

How good it is to work together

With those whose hopes and goals we share!

We seek to strengthen one another

And help each one his burden bear.



	3. As we with eyes of faith are seeing

The nearness of Jehovah’s day,

We need our gathering together

To keep us walking in the way.

United with Jehovah’s people,

We hope to serve eternally.

So we encourage one another

To hold to our integrity.







(See also Luke 22:32; Acts 14:21, 22; Gal. 6:2; 1 Thess. 5:14.)





^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider one another so as to incite to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.



^ (Luke 22:32) But I have made supplication for you that your faith may not give out; and you, once you have returned, strengthen your brothers.”



^ (Acts 14:21, 22) After declaring the good news to that city and making quite a few disciples, they returned to Lysʹtra, I·coʹni·um, and Antioch. 22 There they strengthened the disciples, encouraging them to remain in the faith and saying: “We must enter into the Kingdom of God through many tribulations.”



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.



^ (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.









^ ***sjj song 124 Ever Loyal***


SONG 124

Ever Loyal


(Psalm 18:25)


	1. Ever loyal to Jehovah,

Loyal love we wish to show.

As a people, dedicated,

His commands we want to know.

His advice will never fail us,

And his counsel we obey.

He is loyal; we can trust him.

From his side we’ll never stray.



	2. Ever loyal to our brothers,

Sticking close in times of need.

Ever caring, always trusting,

Ever kind in word and deed.

We show honor to our brothers

And respect them from the heart.

Ever loyal, ever closer,

From their side we’ll never part.



	3. Ever loyal to their guidance

When our brothers lead the way.

When they give us clear direction,

May we loyally obey.

Then the blessing from Jehovah

Will be ours to make us strong.

When we’re loyal, ever faithful,

To Jehovah we’ll belong.







(See also Ps. 149:1; 1 Tim. 2:8; Heb. 13:17.)





^ (Ps. 18:25) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly;



^ (Ps. 149:1) Praise Jah!* Sing to Jehovah a new song; Praise him in the congregation of the loyal ones.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (1 Tim. 2:8) So I desire that in every place the men carry on prayer, lifting up loyal hands, without anger and debates.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.















^ ***sjj song 65 Move Ahead!***


SONG 65

Move Ahead!


(Hebrews 6:1)


	1. Move ahead, move ahead to maturity!

Shine the light of the truth so that all may plainly see.

Try your best to improve in your ministry;

Trust in God for true success.

There’s a place in the service for all.

It’s the work Jesus did, you’ll recall.

Look to God for support that you may not fall,

Standing firm for righteousness.



	2. Move ahead, move ahead, boldly witnessing!

Everlasting good news to all sorts of people bring.

Join in praise to Jehovah, our God and King,

As we preach from door to door.

Though opposers would like us to fear,

Don’t hold back, but let ev’ryone hear.

Tell the news that the Kingdom of God is here.

Teach the truth yet more and more.



	3. Move ahead, move ahead, always follow through,

And improve in your skills,

for there’s so much work to do.

Let the spirit of God keep on leading you.

Find the joy that is divine.

Love the people you work hard to find.

Keep returning to reach heart and mind.

And assist them to grow and to be refined,

So the light of truth will shine.







(See also Phil. 1:27; 3:16; Heb. 10:39.)





^ (Heb. 6:1) Therefore, now that we have moved beyond the primary doctrine about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying a foundation again, namely, repentance from dead works and faith in God,



^ (Phil. 1:27) Only behave in a manner worthy of the good news about the Christ, so that whether I come and see you or I am absent, I may hear about you and learn that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one soul, striving side by side for the faith of the good news,



^ (Phil. 3:16) At any rate, to the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.



^ (Heb. 10:39) Now we are not the sort who shrink back to destruction, but the sort who have faith for the preserving of our lives.









^ ***sjj song 61 Forward, You Witnesses!***


SONG 61

Forward, You Witnesses!


(Luke 16:16)


	1. Firm and determined in this time of the end,

Prepared are God’s servants the good news to defend.

The Devil has fought and opposed them.

With Jehovah, they take their stand against him.

(CHORUS)

Then forward, you Witnesses, ever strong of heart!

Rejoice that in God’s work, you too may have a part!

Go tell far and wide that the Paradise is near

And that soon all its blessings will be here.





	2. Servants of Jah do not seek a life of ease;

The world and its rulers we do not try to please.

Unspotted at all times remaining,

Our integrity we will keep maintaining.

(CHORUS)

Then forward, you Witnesses, ever strong of heart!

Rejoice that in God’s work, you too may have a part!

Go tell far and wide that the Paradise is near

And that soon all its blessings will be here.





	3. God and his Kingdom are mocked and pushed aside;

His great name is slandered, its holiness denied.

Let’s share in its sanctification,

And declare it to ev’ry tribe and nation.

(CHORUS)

Then forward, you Witnesses, ever strong of heart!

Rejoice that in God’s work, you too may have a part!

Go tell far and wide that the Paradise is near

And that soon all its blessings will be here.









(See also Ex. 9:16; Phil. 1:7; 2 Tim. 2:3, 4; Jas. 1:27.)





^ (Luke 16:16) “The Law and the Prophets were until John. From then on, the Kingdom of God is being declared as good news, and every sort of person is pressing forward toward it.



^ (Ex. 9:16) But for this very reason I have kept you in existence: to show you my power and to have my name declared in all the earth.



^ (Phil. 1:7) It is only right for me to think this regarding all of you, since I have you in my heart, you who are sharers with me in the undeserved kindness both in my prison bonds and in the defending and legally establishing of the good news.



^ (2 Tim. 2:3, 4) As a fine soldier of Christ Jesus, take your part in suffering adversity. 4 No man serving as a soldier involves himself in the commercial businesses of life, in order to gain the approval of the one who enrolled him as a soldier.



^ (Jas. 1:27) The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “The religion.”














^ ***sjj song 89 Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed***


SONG 89

Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed


(Luke 11:28)


	1. If we have listened to Christ, will we show it?

His teaching shines as it shows us the way.

It makes us happy to hear and to know it,

But we’ll be blessed if we know and obey.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.





	2. Our way of life, like a house, gives protection

When it is built on the rock, not on sand.

If we apply Jesus’ loving direction,

We’ll build a life which on bedrock will stand.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.





	3. Just as a tree rooted deep by the waters

Gives of its fruit when each season arrives,

If we obey as God’s own sons and daughters,

We’ll all be blessed and enjoy endless lives.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.









(See also Deut. 28:2; Ps. 1:3; Prov. 10:22; Matt. 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49.)





^ (Luke 11:28) But he said: “No, rather, happy are those hearing the word of God and keeping it!”



^ (Deut. 28:2) All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you, because you keep listening to the voice of Jehovah your God:



^ (Ps. 1:3) He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.



^ (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”


^ (Matt. 7:24-27) “Therefore, everyone who hears these sayings of mine and does them will be like a discreet man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and lashed against that house, but it did not cave in, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 Furthermore, everyone hearing these sayings of mine and not doing them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and struck against that house, and it caved in, and its collapse was great.”



^ (Luke 6:47-49) Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man who in building a house dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on the rock. Consequently, when a flood came, the river dashed against that house but was not strong enough to shake it, for it was well-built. 49 On the other hand, whoever hears and does nothing is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The river dashed against it, and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.”









^ ***sjj song 87 Come! Be Refreshed***


SONG 87

Come! Be Refreshed


(Hebrews 10:24, 25)


	1. We live in a world that is wayward and lost;

The way of our God is not known.

We need sure direction to safeguard our steps;

We cannot succeed on our own.

Our meetings refresh us and brighten our hope;

They help us build faith in our God.

They move us with words that incite to fine deeds,

They give us the strength to go on.

We’ll never forsake what Jehovah commands;

His will is what we want to do.

Our meetings instruct us in ways that are right;

Our love for the truth they renew.



	2. Jehovah is keenly aware of our needs;

His counsel by us should be heard.

To buy out the time for occasions to meet

Shows wisdom and trust in his Word.

By wholesome instruction from God-fearing men,

We learn how our faith can be shown.

With loving support from our fam’ly of faith,

We know that we’re never alone.

So as we look forward to much better times,

We’ll meet with the ones whom we love.

And here at these meetings we’ll learn how to live

With wisdom that comes from above.







(See also Ps. 37:18; 140:1; Prov. 18:1; Eph. 5:16; Jas. 3:17.)





^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider one another so as to incite to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.



^ (Ps. 37:18) Jehovah is aware of what the blameless go through,* And their inheritance will last forever.

Lit., “the days of the blameless.”


^ (Ps. 140:1) Rescue me, O Jehovah, from evil men; Protect me from violent men,



^ (Prov. 18:1) Whoever isolates himself pursues his own selfish desires; He rejects* all practical wisdom.

Or “shows contempt for.”


^ (Eph. 5:16) making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^ (Jas. 3:17) But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, not hypocritical.
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^ ***w06 3/15 pp. 10-12 “A Symbolic Drama” of Value to Us***

“A Symbolic Drama” of Value to Us

HOW hard it would be to discern the full significance of certain Scriptural passages if other parts of the Bible did not shed light on them! Historical accounts in God’s Word can be taken at face value. But some of these narratives contain deeper truths that are not so obvious. One example is the account of two women in the household of the patriarch Abraham. The apostle Paul called it “a symbolic drama.”​—Galatians 4:24.

This drama merits our attention because the realities represented by it are of fundamental importance to all who desire to enjoy the blessing of Jehovah God. Before examining why this is so, let us consider the circumstances that moved Paul to unveil the significance of the drama.

A problem existed among Christians in first-century Galatia. Some of them were “scrupulously observing days and months and seasons and years”​—things commanded by the Mosaic Law. These individuals claimed that obedience to the Law was necessary for believers to have God’s favor. (Galatians 4:10; 5:2, 3) However, Paul knew that such observances were not required of Christians. To prove this, he referred to an account familiar to any who were of Jewish background.

Paul reminded the Galatians that Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation, begot Ishmael and Isaac. The first was produced by the servant girl Hagar, and the second by the free woman Sarah. Those in Galatia who were promoting obedience to the Mosaic Law would no doubt have been acquainted with the account of Sarah’s initial barrenness and of her giving Abraham her maidservant Hagar to bear a child in her place. They would have known that after conceiving Ishmael, Hagar began to despise her mistress, Sarah. According to God’s promise, though, Sarah finally gave birth to Isaac in her old age. Later, Abraham sent Hagar and Ishmael away because Ishmael mistreated Isaac.​—Genesis 16:1-4; 17:15-17; 21:1-14; Galatians 4:22, 23.

Two Women, Two Covenants

Paul explained the elements of this “symbolic drama.” “These women mean two covenants,” he wrote, “the one from Mount Sinai, which brings forth children for slavery, and which is Hagar. . . . She corresponds with the Jerusalem today, for she is in slavery with her children.” (Galatians 4:24, 25) Hagar represented literal Israel, with Jerusalem as its capital. The Jewish nation was bound to Jehovah by the Law covenant inaugurated at Mount Sinai. Under the Law covenant, the Israelites were constantly reminded that they were slaves to sin and in need of redemption.​—Jeremiah 31:31, 32; Romans 7:14-24.

Whom, then, did “the free woman” Sarah and her son, Isaac, represent? Paul indicated that Sarah, the “barren woman,” symbolized God’s wife, the heavenly part of his organization. This heavenly woman was barren in that before Jesus came she had no spirit-anointed “children” on the earth. (Galatians 4:27; Isaiah 54:1-6) However, at Pentecost 33 C.E., holy spirit was poured out on a group of men and women who were thus born again as children of this heavenly woman. The children produced by this organization were adopted as sons of God and became joint heirs with Jesus Christ under a new covenant relationship. (Romans 8:15-17) One of these children, the apostle Paul, could write: “The Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.”​—Galatians 4:26.

Children of the Women

According to the Bible account, Ishmael persecuted Isaac. In like manner, during the first century C.E., the children of enslaved Jerusalem mocked and persecuted the children of the Jerusalem above. “Just as then the one born in the manner of flesh [Ishmael] began persecuting the one born in the manner of spirit [Isaac], so also now,” Paul explained. (Galatians 4:29) When Jesus Christ appeared on earth and began announcing the Kingdom, the Jewish religious leaders behaved just as Hagar’s son Ishmael had behaved toward Abraham’s true heir, Isaac. They mocked and persecuted Jesus Christ, evidently viewing themselves as Abraham’s legitimate heir and Jesus as the intruder.

Shortly before the rulers of natural Israel had him put to death, Jesus said: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the killer of the prophets and stoner of those sent forth to her,​—how often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks together under her wings! But you people did not want it. Look! Your house is abandoned to you.”​—Matthew 23:37, 38.

The inspired record of first-century events shows that the fleshly nation represented by Hagar did not of itself produce sons who would be joint heirs with Jesus. Jews who proudly believed that they had a right to such an inheritance by virtue of their birth were driven out, rejected by Jehovah. Of course, some individual natural Israelites did become joint heirs with Christ. However, that privilege was granted on the basis of their faith in Jesus rather than because of their fleshly descent.

The identity of a number of these joint heirs with Christ became apparent at Pentecost 33 C.E. As time went on, Jehovah anointed others as sons of the Jerusalem above.

Paul’s purpose in explaining this “symbolic drama” was to illustrate the superiority of the Abrahamic promise, or covenant, over the Law covenant mediated by Moses. No one could gain God’s favor by works of the Mosaic Law, for all humans are imperfect and the Law simply highlighted their slavery to sin. Yet, as Paul explained, Jesus came that “he might release by purchase those under law.” (Galatians 4:4, 5) Hence, faith in the value of Christ’s sacrifice led to freedom from the Law’s condemnation.​—Galatians 5:1-6.

Value to Us

Why should we be interested in Paul’s inspired explanation of this drama? One reason is that it gives us insight into Scriptural meanings that would otherwise have remained obscure. The explanation strengthens our confidence in the unity and harmony of the Bible.​—1 Thessalonians 2:13.

Moreover, the realities symbolized by this drama are essential to our future happiness. Were it not for the appearance of sons of the Jerusalem above, our only prospect would be slavery to sin and death. Under the loving supervision of Christ and his fellow heirs of God’s promise to Abraham, however, “all nations of the earth will certainly bless themselves.” (Genesis 22:18) This will occur when they are forever freed from the effects of sin, imperfection, sorrow, and death. (Isaiah 25:8, 9) What a glorious time that will be!

[Picture on page 11]

The Law covenant was inaugurated at Mount Sinai
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What is the significance of the “symbolic drama” mentioned by the apostle Paul?



^ (Gal. 4:24) These things may be taken as a symbolic drama; for these women mean two covenants, the one from Mount Siʹnai, which bears children for slavery and which is Haʹgar.



^ (Gal. 4:10) You are scrupulously observing days and months and seasons and years.



^ (Gal. 5:2, 3) See! I, Paul, am telling you that if you become circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you. 3 Again I bear witness to every man who gets circumcised that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.



^ (Gen. 16:1-4) Now Aʹbram’s wife Sarʹai had borne him no children, but she had an Egyptian servant whose name was Haʹgar. 2 So Sarʹai said to Aʹbram: “Please now! Jehovah has prevented me from bearing children. Please, have relations with my servant. Perhaps I can have children by means of her.” So Aʹbram listened to what Sarʹai said. 3 After Aʹbram had lived for ten years in the land of Caʹnaan, Aʹbram’s wife Sarʹai took her Egyptian servant Haʹgar and gave her to her husband Aʹbram as his wife. 4 So he had relations with Haʹgar, and she became pregnant. When she realized that she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress.



^ (Gen. 17:15-17) Then God said to Abraham: “As for your wife Sarʹai,* you must not call her Sarʹai, because Sarah* will become her name. 16 I will bless her and also give you a son by her; I will bless her and she will become nations; kings of peoples will come from her.” 17 At this Abraham fell facedown and began to laugh and to say in his heart: “Will a man 100 years old have a child born to him, and will Sarah, a woman 90 years old, give birth?”

Possibly meaning “Contentious.”
Meaning “Princess.”


^ (Gen. 21:1-14) Jehovah turned his attention to Sarah just as he had said, and Jehovah did for Sarah what he had promised. 2 So Sarah became pregnant and then bore a son to Abraham in his old age at the appointed time God had promised him. 3 Abraham named his newborn son, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, just as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was 100 years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 Then Sarah said: “God has brought me laughter; everybody hearing of it will laugh with me.”* 7 And she added: “Who would have said to Abraham, ‘Sarah will certainly nurse children’? Yet, I have given birth to a son for him in his old age.” 8 Now the child grew and was weaned, and Abraham prepared a big feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah kept noticing that the son of Haʹgar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, was mocking Isaac. 10 So she said to Abraham: “Drive out this slave girl and her son, for the son of this slave girl is not going to be an heir along with my son, with Isaac!” 11 But what she said about his son was very displeasing to Abraham. 12 Then God said to Abraham: “Do not be displeased by what Sarah is saying to you about the boy and about your slave girl. Listen to her,* for what will be called your offspring* will be through Isaac. 13 As for the son of the slave girl, I will also make a nation out of him, because he is your offspring.”* 14 So Abraham got up early in the morning and took bread and a skin bottle of water and gave it to Haʹgar. He set these on her shoulder and then sent her away along with the boy. So she departed and wandered about in the wilderness of Beʹer-sheʹba.

Or possibly, “laugh at me.”
Lit., “to her voice.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”


^ (Gal. 4:22, 23) For example, it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the servant girl and one by the free woman; 23 but the one by the servant girl was actually born through natural descent and the other by the free woman through a promise.



^ (Gal. 4:24, 25) These things may be taken as a symbolic drama; for these women mean two covenants, the one from Mount Siʹnai, which bears children for slavery and which is Haʹgar. 25 Now Haʹgar means Siʹnai, a mountain in Arabia, and she corresponds with the Jerusalem today, for she is in slavery with her children.



^ (Jer. 31:31, 32) “Look! The days are coming,” declares Jehovah, “when I will make with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah a new covenant. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their forefathers on the day I took hold of their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, ‘my covenant that they broke, although I was their true master,’* declares Jehovah.”

Or possibly, “their husband.”


^ (Rom. 7:14-24) For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am fleshly, sold under sin. 15 For I do not understand what I am doing. For I do not practice what I wish,* but I do what I hate. 16 However, if I do what I do not wish, I agree that the Law is fine. 17 But now I am no longer the one doing it, but it is the sin that resides in me. 18 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, there dwells nothing good; for I have the desire to do what is fine but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good that I wish, but the bad that I do not wish is what I practice. 20 If, then, I do what I do not wish, I am no longer the one carrying it out, but it is the sin dwelling in me. 21 I find, then, this law in my case: When I wish to do what is right, what is bad is present with me. 22 I really delight in the law of God according to the man I am within, 23 but I see in my body another law warring against the law of my mind and leading me captive to sin’s law that is in my body. 24 Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death?

Or “want to do.”


^ (Gal. 4:27) For it is written: “Be glad, you barren woman who does not give birth; break into joyful shouting, you woman who does not have birth pains; for the children of the desolate woman are more numerous than those of her who has the husband.”



^ (Isa. 54:1-6) “Shout joyfully, you barren woman who has not given birth! Become cheerful and cry out for joy, you who never had birth pains, For the sons* of the desolate one are more numerous Than the sons of the woman with a husband,”* says Jehovah.  2 “Make the place of your tent more spacious. Stretch out the tent cloths of your grand tabernacle. Do not hold back, lengthen your tent cords, And make your tent pins strong.  3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left. Your offspring will take possession of nations, And they will inhabit the desolated cities.  4 Do not be afraid, for you will not be put to shame; And do not feel humiliated, for you will not be disappointed. For you will forget the shame of your youth, And the disgrace of your widowhood you will remember no more.”  5 “For your Grand Maker is as your husband,* Jehovah of armies is his name, And the Holy One of Israel is your Repurchaser. He will be called the God of the whole earth.  6 For Jehovah called you as if you were an abandoned wife and grief-stricken,* Like a wife married in youth and then rejected,” says your God.

Or “children.”
Or “master.”
Or “master.”
Lit., “hurt in spirit.”


^ (Rom. 8:15-17) For you did not receive a spirit of slavery causing fear again, but you received a spirit of adoption as sons, by which spirit we cry out: “Abba, Father!” 16 The spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 If, then, we are children, we are also heirs—heirs indeed of God, but joint heirs with Christ—provided we suffer together so that we may also be glorified together.



^ (Gal. 4:26) But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.



^ (Gal. 4:29) But just as then the one born through natural descent began persecuting the one born through spirit, so also now.



^ (Matt. 23:37, 38) “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the killer of the prophets and stoner of those sent to her—how often I wanted to gather your children together the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings! But you did not want it. 38 Look! Your house is abandoned to you.



^ (Gal. 4:4, 5) But when the full limit of the time arrived, God sent his Son, who was born of a woman and who was under law, 5 that he might release by purchase those under law, so that we might receive the adoption as sons.



^ (Gal. 5:1-6) For such freedom Christ set us free. Therefore, stand firm, and do not let yourselves be confined again in a yoke of slavery. 2 See! I, Paul, am telling you that if you become circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you. 3 Again I bear witness to every man who gets circumcised that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. 4 You are separated from Christ, you who are trying to be declared righteous by means of law; you have fallen away from his undeserved kindness. 5 For our part, we are by spirit eagerly waiting for the hoped-for righteousness* resulting from faith. 6 For in union with Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is of any value, but faith operating through love is.

Lit., “hope of righteousness.”


^ (1 Thess. 2:13) Indeed, that is why we also thank God unceasingly, because when you received God’s word, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but, just as it truthfully is, as the word of God, which is also at work in you believers.



^ (Gen. 22:18) And by means of your offspring* all nations of the earth will obtain a blessing for themselves because you have listened to my voice.’”

Lit., “seed.”


^ (Isa. 25:8, 9) He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.  9 In that day they will say: “Look! This is our God! We have hoped in him, And he will save us. This is Jehovah! We have hoped in him. Let us be joyful and rejoice in the salvation by him.”

Or “do away with.”
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