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Alexandra Palace, London





1926​—One Hundred Years Ago


“THE time approaches when God will make for himself a name. God will have somebody to be his witnesses in the earth,” stated The Watch Tower of January 1, 1926.




As the year 1926 unfolded, Jehovah​—through the head of the congregation, Christ—​made it increasingly clear that the preaching work should be the main focus of a Christian’s life. To that end, “the faithful and discreet slave” supplied God’s servants with new publications, made adjustments to the meetings, and provided clarified understanding of the responsibilities of a Christian. (Matt. 24:45) Christ ensured that they had the buildings and the equipment they needed to carry out the preaching work.

A NEW PUBLICATION AND ADJUSTMENTS TO MEETINGS

In April, The Golden Age (now called Awake!) announced the release of a new book entitled Deliverance. This book would replace Studies in the Scriptures as the main publication used in the ministry. To meet the anticipated demand, the brothers at Bethel purchased a new press that was capable of printing 22 books per minute. The Bible Students offered the new book at every opportunity.



[image: A navy-blue book entitled “Deliverance.” The cover depicts Earth with a broken shackle and chains around it.]

Deliverance book





For many years, the Bible Students had considered the volumes of Studies in the Scriptures at their meetings. But beginning in May, they began to consider articles from The Watch Tower. What were the results?

“The little Bunker Hill, Illinois ecclesia [congregation] sends you greetings,” wrote one congregation in a letter to Brother Rutherford. “On Sundays we study the [articles] appointed by the Society for those dates. We are so thankful that we can all see the new light as it comes due.”

“The new light,” or clarified understanding, helped the Bible Students to keep the preaching work in focus. For example, the article “Character or Covenant​—Which?” explained that “character development,” which focused exclusively on developing a polite and kind demeanor, caused some to minimize the real work of true Christians. The article admonished: “He who loves the Lord must now . . . obey his commandments. . . . Jehovah says: ‘Ye are my witness that I am God.’ . . . The Christian now will be anxious to testify as God’s holy witness.”

Another article, “Sacrifice and Service,” emphasized that true Christians demonstrate their love for Jehovah by offering faithful service to him. The article encouraged all Bible Students to engage in the service of the Lord actively, earnestly, and zealously and “to be witnesses for the Lord and to proclaim his message to the nations and peoples of earth.”​—Isa. 43:10, 12; Matt. 24:14.

The effect of these changes was quickly felt in the congregations. Just a few weeks later, The Watch Tower of July 15, 1926, published this letter: “The recent articles, ‘Character or Covenant​—Which?’ and ‘Sacrifice and Service,’ are a great stimulus and comfort. We cannot merely read our Towers now, we must study them.” The letter concluded by saying that “already there seems to be a greater desire on the part of all to express their thoughts more freely at the studies, and it is otherwise having a very beneficial effect upon our ecclesia.”

CONVENTIONS EMPHASIZE THE PREACHING WORK

At the end of May, many Bible Students assembled at a convention in London, England. A labor strike in Britain made it difficult to hire commercial printers, so the brothers at Brooklyn Bethel worked overtime to supply the convention with 117,000 extra copies of a booklet entitled The Standard for the People.

On Saturday, May 29, those booklets were put to good use. The convention program for that day urged: “Every consecrated one attending the convention is invited to share in advertising the King and the Kingdom. Get to the Alexandra Palace as early as possible, and report for service at the Service Department.”

More than 100,000 pieces of literature were distributed. The Watch Tower of July 15, 1926, reported: “The friends were bubbling over with enthusiasm. They felt that they had done their best to obey the command of Jehovah: ‘Ye are my witnesses that I am God.’”

The next day, at the Royal Albert Hall, Brother Rutherford spoke on the subject “Why World Powers Are Tottering​—The Remedy.” Within just a few minutes after the doors were opened, 13,000 people filled the auditorium. Overflow crowds listened intently to the program by means of loudspeakers that were installed outside.



[image: A black and white photo of the Royal Albert Hall and a crowd of people entering the building.]

Royal Albert Hall, London





In his talk, Brother Rutherford explained that the collapse of world powers stemmed from their rejection of Jehovah and His Kingdom. Brother Rutherford went on to denounce the League of Nations and predicted that it would cease to exist.

PREACHING IN INDIA

While in London for the convention, Brother Rutherford met Edwin Skinner, a colporteur (now known as a pioneer) from Sheffield, England. After the convention, Brother Rutherford asked Edwin to come see him in London.

“I somehow sensed that it was going to be an invitation to go abroad,” recalled Brother Skinner. “I went to London the following day . . . , fully made up in my mind that if it was a call to serve in a foreign land I would unhesitatingly say, Yes.” Sure enough, Brother Rutherford asked him: “How would you like to go to India?” Edwin replied: “When do you want me to go?”



[image: George Wright and young Edwin Skinner.]

George Wright (left) and Edwin Skinner while they were serving in India





Just three weeks later, in July, Edwin and George Wright, another willing evangelizer, set sail for India. Brother Skinner served as the branch servant, caring for the work in Afghanistan, Burma (Myanmar), Ceylon (Sri Lanka), India, and Persia (Iran). Brother Skinner remained in India for 64 years until he finished his earthly course in 1990.

TRAVELING OVERSEERS TAKE THE LEAD IN THE MINISTRY

Since about 1894, the organization had been sending traveling representatives to meet with groups of Bible Students. In July 1926, the work of these representatives, known as pilgrims, changed. Their visits were extended from one day to two, and they were required to spend 100 hours each month in the ministry.



[image: ]

George Draper





In a letter to The Watch Tower, Brother George Draper, a traveling overseer, stated: “A watch dog is expected to warn the house-holder; and if the brethren are lying down . . . , they are asleep and cannot bark. [Isa. 56:10] The thing for Pilgrims, and for every one else . . . to do is to study The Watch Tower . . . These are the things I am trying to get into my head and heart.” Brother Draper finished his earthly course in 1938.

NEW YORK CITY CONVENTION

The last major convention of the year was held on October 14-18, 1926, in New York City. Local newspapers agreed to publish advertisements for Brother Rutherford’s talk “Earth’s Greatest Conflict Near.” However, at the last minute, several major newspapers refused to advertise the convention.



[image: A newspaper advertisement about a lecture to be given by Joseph F. Rutherford at Madison Square Garden. Both the venue and Brother Rutherford are illustrated on the page.]

Newspaper advertisement for Brother Rutherford’s talk entitled “Earth’s Greatest Conflict Near”





The brothers decided to go on the offensive. On Friday, October 15, R. J. Martin released a new tract entitled Against the People, designed to expose the problems with the newspapers and to advertise Brother Rutherford’s talk. “We have started our own presses,” Brother Martin said, “and our boys will work them day and night until one million two hundred and fifty thousand copies of this statement are printed; and we are going to ask the brethren at this convention to go out and give them to the people.” When the session ended, the brothers began distributing the tract. By that evening, they had distributed 300,000 copies.



Over the weekend, about one million tracts were distributed! In addition, these zealous workers distributed 3,783 copies of Deliverance and 35,140 booklets.



[image: A speaker standing onstage in the middle of a large venue full of people.]

The convention at Madison Square Garden in New York, October 1926





At 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 17, approximately 12,000 people heard Brother Rutherford’s speech. After the talk, interested ones requested more information. More than nine thousand books were distributed, the most ever at a convention up to that time.

BUILDING AT 117 ADAMS STREET



[image: An eight-story concrete building with large windows on each level.]

Factory at 117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, New York





Because of the increase in demand for literature, responsible brothers in Brooklyn recognized the need to expand our printing facilities. For years, they had rented the property at 18 Concord Street, but this building could not accommodate the needed expansion. The brothers purchased a plot of land on Adams Street, a short walk from the existing building. They began to construct an eight-story concrete building, nearly doubling their floor space.

That building, located at 117 Adams Street, would be occupied in 1927, setting the stage for even more growth. The year ahead would see a rapid expansion and a continued cleansing of the organization, preparing God’s people to be worthy of accepting the name Jehovah’s Witnesses.





^ (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?



^ (Isa. 43:10) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none.

Or “and trust me.”


^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (Isa. 56:10) His watchmen are blind, none of them have taken note. All of them are speechless dogs, unable to bark. They are panting and lying down; they love to slumber.









DECEMBER 7-13, 2026




SONG 46 We Thank You, Jehovah



Show Yourself Thankful​—Why and How?



“Show yourselves thankful.”​—COL. 3:15.




FOCUS

To help us cultivate and demonstrate a thankful attitude.




 1. What do you learn from John’s experience? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



AT THE age of 95, John* was failing in health and had caregivers looking after him. Each day, whenever someone visited him or offered help even in a small way, John would say, “Thank you.” Then he would write the person’s name in a small notebook. At the end of the day, he would ask his caregiver to help him kneel beside his bed so that John could pray. He would then thank Jehovah for each individual who had shown him kindness that day. One of his caregivers said, “Despite his frail condition, John remained a very happy and contented person.” John’s experience shows that a thankful attitude contributes to happiness and contentment.



[image: Collage: 1. A young couple visit an elderly brother. The wife prepares refreshments while the elderly brother shows photos to her husband. 2. Before going to bed, the elderly brother kneels by his bed and prays. A notebook lies open on his bed, and his caregiver observes him.]

A thankful attitude contributes to happiness and contentment (See paragraph 1)*







 2. What is true of many in today’s world?


Your answer



2 Sadly, we live in a thankless world. The Bible foretold that in these last days, people would be unthankful. (2 Tim. 3:1, 2) Some individuals may simply forget to express gratitude. However, many do not even see the need to be thankful​—they feel entitled, as if everything they have were owed to them. That is a selfish attitude.

 3. What will we discuss in this article?


Your answer



3 Jehovah’s worshippers must be different from people in this thankless world. The apostle Paul urges us: “Show yourselves thankful.” (Col. 3:15) So it is not enough for us to feel grateful; we also need to look for ways to express our thankfulness. Let us discuss three questions: (1) Why should we be thankful? (2) How can we cultivate a deep sense of gratitude? (3) How can we show ourselves thankful?

WHY SHOULD WE BE THANKFUL?

 4. Why is a thankless attitude harmful?


Your answer



4 A thankless attitude is harmful. Ungrateful people tend to be negative. The Bible says: “All the days of the afflicted one are bad.” (Prov. 15:15) At times, we all face trials that can cause us to feel downhearted. We cannot always control the trials we face, but we can control how we respond to them. If we focus only on the negative things in our life, every day will seem “bad,” or gloomy. Such a mental and emotional outlook robs us of joy, for it blinds us to the positive things in our life.

 5. How does a thankful attitude increase our happiness?


Your answer



5 A thankful attitude is good for us. Gratitude increases our happiness. The latter part of Proverbs 15:15 says: “The one with a cheerful heart has a continual feast.” One who has “a cheerful heart” tends to focus on the positive​—the things for which he is thankful. As a result, the negative things in his life fade from view. Such a thankful, positive attitude makes him happier, causing him to feel as if he were enjoying “a continual feast.”

 6. Why can it be said that expressing gratitude helps us not to “be anxious”? (Philippians 4:6, 7)


Your answer



6 Read Philippians 4:6, 7. Thanksgiving, expressing our gratitude to Jehovah in prayer, can help us not to “be anxious.” Why can we say that? Because when we express gratitude, we shift our focus away from what we may or may not have tomorrow to what Jehovah has already given us. As we reflect on how he has cared for us until now, we strengthen our confidence that he will continue to care for us in the future​—thus helping us not to be anxious about tomorrow. (Matt. 6:25-34) Also, in response to our heartfelt, even tearful prayers, Jehovah gives us “the peace of God,” a peace of mind and heart that eases anxiety.

 7. How does a thankful attitude draw us closer to Jehovah? (James 1:17)


Your answer



7 A thankful attitude draws us closer to Jehovah. Every good thing that we have comes from Jehovah. (Read James 1:17.) He has given us many gifts, including the ransom and the hope of salvation. Why? Not because we deserve them, but because he loves us. (Rom. 3:24; Eph. 2:8) When we are grateful for Jehovah’s undeserved kindness, we draw closer to him as our beloved Father and best Friend.

HOW CAN WE CULTIVATE A DEEP SENSE OF GRATITUDE?

 8. How do we benefit by reflecting on past blessings? (2 Corinthians 4:7)


Your answer



8 Reflect on your past blessings. For example, has there ever been a time in your life when you faced a difficult challenge​—perhaps the loss of a loved one, a serious health crisis, or opposition because of your faith—​and wondered, ‘How did I get through that?’ But now, looking back, you realize that you did not endure in your own strength. Rather, Jehovah blessed your efforts to cope by giving you the extra strength you needed. (Read 2 Corinthians 4:7; see study note on “the power beyond what is normal.”) When you reflect on how Jehovah helped you in the past, you will feel a deep sense of gratitude for him.​—Ps. 103:2.

9-10. What blessings from Jehovah do you enjoy each day? (See also picture.)


Your answer



9 Reflect on your present blessings. The Bible urges: “Give thanks for everything.” (1 Thess. 5:18) Take time each day to count your blessings. You can do so in the morning​—to get your day off to a good start—​or at night​—to end your day on a positive note—​or at another convenient time. (Ps. 92:1, 2) Like John, mentioned previously, you might try making a written list. How can you decide what to put on your list?

10 Start by reflecting on the reasons you have to be thankful to Jehovah each day. (Ps. 40:5) You can be grateful to him for the spiritual blessings you enjoy​—each prayer he hears, each scripture you read that brings you comfort, and each article, video, or broadcast that moves you to feel, ‘That’s just what I needed today!’ (Ps. 65:2; Matt. 24:45; Rom. 15:4) Reflect, too, on the physical blessings that enrich your life​—the beauty of a sunset, the taste of a meal, or the warmth of a tender hug. We enjoy all such blessings because God has given us “life and breath.” (Acts 17:25) What other blessings from Jehovah would you put on your list today?​—Eph. 5:20.



[image: While reading her Bible at her desk, a young sister pauses to look at a photo of her friends.]

Take time each day to count your blessings (See paragraphs 9-10)*







11-12. What blessings do we receive through our brothers and sisters?


Your answer



11 Think also about the blessings you enjoy because you are part of a loving, united brotherhood. (Ps. 133:1; Prov. 18:24) Has a brother or a sister shown you kindness through some thoughtful deed or encouraging words? (Prov. 12:25; 16:24) You can count even small acts of kindness among your blessings. Consider an example. A sister whose daughter had died found it hard at first to sing the songs at our meetings. She recalls: “One time, a sister who was sitting across the aisle saw me crying. She came over, put her arm around me, and sang the rest of the song with me. I felt so full of love for the brothers and sisters.” A simple hug helped that grieving mother’s heart to be filled with gratitude.

12 When we reflect on our blessings​—both past and present—​we cultivate a deep sense of gratitude in our heart. But as we were reminded at the outset, we not only need to feel thankful but we also need to express our thankfulness. How?

HOW CAN WE SHOW OURSELVES THANKFUL?

13. How can we express our thankfulness?


Your answer



13 How can we show ourselves thankful? Consider the context of the words found in our theme text. After exhorting us to show ourselves thankful, the apostle Paul goes on to say: “Whatever it is that you do in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, thanking God the Father through him.” (Col. 3:15, 17) Thankfulness is expressed both in word and in deed. Here Paul is talking about expressing thanks to Jehovah. But our God is pleased when we also express our gratitude to others. Consider some suggestions on how we can show ourselves thankful by means of our words and our deeds.

14. In what ways can you express your thankfulness to others in words? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



14 Express your thankfulness in words. Make it a habit to say thank you when others show you even a small kindness​—perhaps holding a door open or offering a compliment or an encouraging word. At times, you may want to express your gratitude in writing by sending a text, an email, or a letter. For example, have you and your family benefited from an elder’s shepherding call? You could send a written message to express your gratitude to the elder. (1 Thess. 5:12, 13) From time to time, you might also express thanks to the wives of elders. After all, these wives give up time with their husbands so that these loving shepherds can help and encourage others.



[image: Collage: The same sister from the previous image expressing her thankfulness. 1. She talks with two brothers who are visiting to encourage her. 2. She gives cookies and a card to the wife of one of the brothers who visited her.]

How can you express your thankfulness to others? (See paragraph 14)







15. How can we express our thankfulness to Jehovah in words?


Your answer



15 Above all, we want to express our thankfulness to Jehovah in words. How? By our heartfelt prayers. Remember, though, that there are various forms of prayer. (Eph. 6:18) We may often offer prayers of petition or even supplication. In such prayers, we are asking Jehovah for something​—perhaps asking for strength to endure a trial, wisdom to make a good decision, or forgiveness for a mistake we have committed. But when we reflect on the many ways that Jehovah has blessed us, we are also moved to offer prayers of thanksgiving. (Ps. 95:2) On occasion, we might examine the quality of our prayers by asking ourselves, ‘In my prayers, am I mindful of thanking Jehovah for my blessings or do I just ask him for what I need?’

16. Why should we express our thankfulness to others in deeds?


Your answer



16 Express your thankfulness in deeds. When your heart is touched by the kindness someone has shown to you, look for ways to show your appreciation. When you express your gratitude to others not only in words but also in deeds, or actions, you experience the greater happiness that comes from giving. (Acts 20:35) You also help others to feel appreciated and valued. As a result, you strengthen your bond with them.

17-18. How can we express our thankfulness to Jehovah in deeds? (Romans 12:1)


Your answer



17 We can show the depth of our gratitude to Jehovah by our deeds. Our deep, heartfelt appreciation for all that he has given us moves us to give back to him. What can we give to Jehovah? We present our “bodies as a living sacrifice” to him. (Read Romans 12:1.) A study note on this verse explains: “A Christian continually presents his body, his whole being, as a living sacrifice. This ‘sacrifice’ includes the person’s mind, heart, and strength​—all his faculties. It is an act of total dedication involving every aspect of his life.” What specifically does this entail?

18 Our heartfelt thankfulness moved us to dedicate ourselves to Jehovah and to get baptized. We continually give of ourselves​—our time, our energy, and our material resources—​as fully as we can in sacred service to Jehovah. To that end, we do our best to read his Word each day and meditate on it, to share the good news with others, to attend congregation meetings and participate in them regularly, and to contribute materially to support and advance Kingdom interests. (Ps. 1:2, 3; 2 Cor. 8:4; Heb. 10:24, 25; 13:15) When we do our best to serve Jehovah whole-souled, we are expressing the depth of our thankfulness to him.​—Col. 3:23, 24.

19. Why are you determined to show yourself thankful?


Your answer



19 Although we are living in a thankless world, we have every reason to show ourselves thankful. We know that a thankful attitude increases happiness, reduces anxiety and, most important, draws us closer to Jehovah. When we reflect on our blessings​—past and present—​our feelings of gratitude grow deeper. Let us be determined to continue showing ourselves thankful in word and in deed​—especially to Jehovah. If we do, then our appreciative God will reward us with blessings too numerous to count, now and forever.​—Ps. 106:1; Heb. 11:6.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  Why be thankful?


Your answer





	  How can you cultivate a deep sense of gratitude?


Your answer





	  How can you show yourself thankful?


Your answer












SONG 139 See Yourself When All Is New



^  Name has been changed.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A reenactment of John’s experience.


^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: On a gloomy day, a sister reflects on the blessings she enjoys, including scriptures that bring her comfort.






^ (Col. 3:15) Also, let the peace of the Christ rule in your hearts, for you were called to that peace in one body. And show yourselves thankful.



^  (2 Tim. 3:1, 2) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal,



^  (Col. 3:15) Also, let the peace of the Christ rule in your hearts, for you were called to that peace in one body. And show yourselves thankful.



^  (Prov. 15:15) All the days of the afflicted one are bad, But the one with a cheerful* heart has a continual feast.

Or “good.”


^  (Prov. 15:15) All the days of the afflicted one are bad, But the one with a cheerful* heart has a continual feast.

Or “good.”


^ (Phil. 4:6, 7) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.



^  (Phil. 4:6, 7) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.



^  (Matt. 6:25-34) “On this account I say to you: Stop being anxious about your lives as to what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your bodies as to what you will wear. Does not life mean more than food and the body than clothing? 26 Observe intently the birds of heaven; they do not sow seed or reap or gather into storehouses, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth more than they are? 27 Who of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his life span? 28 Also, why are you anxious about clothing? Take a lesson from the lilies of the field, how they grow; they do not toil, nor do they spin; 29 but I tell you that not even Solʹo·mon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these. 30 Now if this is how God clothes the vegetation of the field that is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much rather clothe you, you with little faith? 31 So never be anxious and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or, ‘What are we to drink?’ or, ‘What are we to wear?’ 32 For all these are the things the nations are eagerly pursuing. Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you. 34 So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.



^ (Jas. 1:17) Every good gift and every perfect present is from above, coming down from the Father of the celestial lights, who does not vary or change like the shifting shadows.*

Or “with whom there is not a variation of the turning of the shadow.”


^  (Jas. 1:17) Every good gift and every perfect present is from above, coming down from the Father of the celestial lights, who does not vary or change like the shifting shadows.*

Or “with whom there is not a variation of the turning of the shadow.”


^  (Rom. 3:24) and it is as a free gift that they are being declared righteous by his undeserved kindness through the release by the ransom paid by Christ Jesus.



^  (Eph. 2:8) By this undeserved kindness you have been saved through faith, and this is not of your own doing; rather, it is God’s gift.



^ (2 Cor. 4:7) However, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the power beyond what is normal may be God’s and not from us.



^  (2 Cor. 4:7) However, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the power beyond what is normal may be God’s and not from us.



^  (Ps. 103:2) Let me* praise Jehovah; May I never forget all that he has done.

Or “my soul.”


^  (1 Thess. 5:18) Give thanks for everything. This is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.



^  (Ps. 92:1, 2) It is good to give thanks to Jehovah And to sing praises* to your name, O Most High,  2 To declare your loyal love in the morning And your faithfulness during the nights,

Or “make music.”


^  (Ps. 40:5) How many things you have done, O Jehovah my God, Your wonderful works and your thoughts toward us. None can compare to you; If I were to try to tell and speak of them, They would be too numerous to recount!



^  (Ps. 65:2) O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts* will come.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^  (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?



^  (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.



^  (Acts 17:25) nor is he served by human hands as if he needed anything, because he himself gives to all people life and breath and all things.



^  (Eph. 5:20) always giving thanks to our* God and Father for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Lit., “to the.”


^  (Ps. 133:1) Look! How good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!



^  (Prov. 18:24) There are companions ready to crush one another, But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.



^  (Prov. 12:25) Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down,* But a good word cheers it up.

Or “depresses him.”


^  (Prov. 16:24) Pleasant sayings are a honeycomb, Sweet to the soul* and a healing to the bones.

Or “taste.” See Glossary.


^  (Col. 3:15) Also, let the peace of the Christ rule in your hearts, for you were called to that peace in one body. And show yourselves thankful.



^  (Col. 3:17) Whatever it is that you do in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, thanking God the Father through him.



^  (1 Thess. 5:12, 13) Now we request you, brothers, to show respect for those who are working hard among you and presiding over you in the Lord and admonishing you; 13 and to give them extraordinary consideration in love because of their work. Be peaceable with one another.



^  (Eph. 6:18) while with every form of prayer and supplication you carry on prayer on every occasion in spirit. And to that end stay awake, constantly making supplication in behalf of all the holy ones.



^  (Ps. 95:2) Let us come into his presence* with thanksgiving; Let us sing and shout in triumph to him.

Lit., “before his face.”


^  (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^ (Rom. 12:1) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason.



^  (Rom. 12:1) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason.



^  (Ps. 1:2, 3) But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.  3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^  (2 Cor. 8:4) while they on their own initiative kept earnestly begging us for the privilege of kindly giving, to have a share in the relief ministry for the holy ones.



^  (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider one another so as to incite to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.



^  (Heb. 13:15) Through him let us always offer to God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of our lips that make public declaration to his name.



^  (Col. 3:23, 24) Whatever you are doing, work at it whole-souled as for Jehovah, and not for men, 24 for you know that it is from Jehovah you will receive the inheritance as a reward. Slave for the Master, Christ.



^  (Ps. 106:1) Praise Jah!* Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures forever.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^  (Heb. 11:6) Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.

Or “exists.”








DECEMBER 14-20, 2026




SONG 143 Keep Working, Watching, and Waiting



Treasure Your Share in Modern-Day Miracles



“By this all will know that you are my disciples.”​—JOHN 13:35.




FOCUS

To help us appreciate our privilege of sharing in three modern-day miracles.




1-2. (a) What are some miracles that are recorded in the Bible? (b) What is a miracle, and what part can we play? (1 Corinthians 3:9)


Your answers



IMAGINE how thrilling it would have been to stand on the shore of the Red Sea and watch as Jehovah divided its waters, providing his people with a path of escape from the Egyptian army. And just think of the joy you would have had to see Jesus cure the sick and even raise the dead! These are just some of the miracles recorded in the Bible. Any righteous-hearted person who witnessed such miracles would have had no doubt that God was behind those events. (Matt. 15:31) But those amazing events occurred a long time ago. Are miracles happening today? Yes! Why can we say that?

2 A miracle can be defined as something that is beyond the ability of man to accomplish or even to understand fully. It is something that Jehovah brings about by his power. In this article, we will examine three miracles that Jehovah is accomplishing within his organization today. We can call them miracles because only Jehovah is able to cause them to happen. In each case, we will see how we can be “fellow workers” with Jehovah as he performs these miracles.​—Read 1 Corinthians 3:9.

MIRACULOUS GROWTH

 3. Why can it be said that Jehovah’s people have become “a mighty nation”? (Isaiah 60:22) (See also picture.)


Your answer



3 Long ago, the prophet Isaiah foretold the increase that God’s servants would experience in our day. (Read Isaiah 60:22.) Has that prophecy been fulfilled? Consider: In 1914, those serving Jehovah were about 5,000. But since that year, “the small one” has grown to over nine million Kingdom evangelizers. That number is larger than the population of more than 130 countries! Never before have so many individuals come to know and love Jehovah, and they can be found in 240 lands around the globe. While Jehovah’s people are still a minority compared with other religious groups, there can be no denying that the growth foretold in God’s Word has occurred. “The small one” has indeed become “a mighty nation.”



[image: Collage: A graph with images, illustrating the growth in the number of Jehovah’s Witnesses from about 5,000 in 1914 to over 9,000,000 in 2026. 1. In 1914, brothers and sisters stand outside a venue where the “Photo-Drama of Creation” is being shown. 2. A packed crowd of people at an international convention watch an episode of “The Good News According to Jesus.” 3. A brother and a sister participate in cart witnessing. 4. A sister gets baptized. 5. A diverse group of sisters smile for a photo at the 2017 “Don’t Give Up!” convention.]

Since 1914, Jehovah’s worshippers have experienced miraculous growth (See paragraph 3)







 4. Why is this growth in numbers significant?


Your answer



4 Unlike many other religious organizations, we do not inflate our numbers by means of infant baptism. Neither have we increased our numbers by relaxing our adherence to God’s moral standards. On the contrary, we have studied the Bible and then brought our life into harmony with its teachings. For many of us, that meant making significant changes in our thinking and in our conduct. (1 Cor. 6:9-11) After making such changes, we qualified as Kingdom publishers and began inviting others to join us in true worship. In time, we dedicated ourselves to Jehovah​—promising to do his will, come what may—​and we got baptized.​—Matt. 28:19, 20.

 5. What did Jesus tell his followers to expect?


Your answer



5 Our growth is miraculous because it is only possible with Jehovah’s backing. Jesus indicated that it would not be easy to become his disciple. He said: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake and keep following me.” (Matt. 16:24) This means that his followers would have to be willing to suffer or even die for their faith in Jesus. For example, Jesus foretold that his followers would stand trial before governors and kings. (Matt. 10:17, 18) He also warned of opposition from powerful religious authorities. (John 16:2) Jesus said that in some cases, pure worship would cause division even within families.​—Matt. 10:34-36.

 6. Why could opposers not overthrow the first-century Christians?


Your answer



6 True to Jesus’ words, Christians in the first century experienced severe opposition. Shortly after Jesus returned to heaven, Jewish religious leaders tried to stop the work of his disciples. The apostles were arrested and brought before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish high court. Those religious leaders wanted to “do away with” the apostles; however, a Pharisee named Gamaliel cautioned them: “Do not meddle with these men, but let them alone. For if this scheme or this work is from men, it will be overthrown; but if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow them. Otherwise, you may even be found fighters against God himself.” (Acts 5:33, 34, 38, 39) Gamaliel may not have realized how true his words were. After the apostles were released, the religious leaders continued to fight against them. But those faithful disciples could not be overthrown; instead, Christianity flourished! (Acts 6:7) The reason? God was helping his people endure and grow despite the opposition.​—Acts 1:8.

 7. How are Jesus’ disciples today following the example of the first-century Christians? (See also the box “Growth Despite Persecution.”)


Your answer



7 Today thousands are flocking to the truth even though they are being rejected, disowned, or persecuted by family members, workmates, and others. Why do these new disciples choose to “pick up [their] torture stake”? (Matt. 16:24) They do so because they love Jehovah and trust in his promise to care for them. In return, Jehovah gives them “the power beyond what is normal” to endure. (2 Cor. 4:7-9) If they face opposition from family members, they share the sentiments of the psalmist who said: “Even if my own father and mother abandon me, Jehovah himself will take me in.” (Ps. 27:10) The fact that so many become disciples of Jesus despite the hardship involved is nothing short of miraculous.

Growth Despite Persecution


Jehovah’s Witnesses experienced miraculous growth during World War II despite being persecuted. One Nazi officer commented: “The more you persecute the Witnesses the more they grow.”

Consider what happened in the Netherlands during that period. The 1986 Yearbook reported: “Despite arrests, imprisonments, deportations to concentration camps, and death at the hand of the enemy, the number of Kingdom publishers increased by 115 percent in two years, reaching a new high of 1,379 in 1943. . . . Jehovah was blessing his servants with growth even under the most trying circumstances.”





 8. What share do we have in the miracle of growth?


Your answer



8 Each time we engage in any form of the ministry, we are working alongside Jehovah and Jesus in the miracle of growth. We have their support. Jesus gives us the assurance: “I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.” (Matt. 28:20) Furthermore, we are assisted by the angels as we preach.​—Rev. 14:6, 7.

MIRACULOUS UNITY

9-10. How is Micah 2:12 being fulfilled today?


Your answer



9 The prophet Micah foretold another miracle we see in our time​—the remarkable unity of God’s people. Under inspiration, Micah described men and women whom Jehovah would gather and who would dwell together in unity. (Read Micah 2:12.) In fulfillment of that prophecy, God’s people today live in harmony despite any differences they may have in personality or background. They agree with the psalmist David, who wrote: “Look! How good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!”​—Ps. 133:1.

10 Today our unity is evident in many ways. For example, wherever we live, we share the same spiritual program at meetings, assemblies, and conventions. Witnesses from different backgrounds and nationalities work side by side on building projects and in Bethel facilities across the globe. Our bond is close. We are not divided by culture, economic status, or political beliefs. Think about it: Our loving family is there for us wherever we go​—ready to offer spiritual and practical help. Never before in history have so many people from so many lands and cultures been united in thought and in conduct.

11. Why can our unity be called a miracle?


Your answer



11 Our unity is miraculous because it is in striking contrast to the world’s widespread disunity. Across the globe, people are deeply divided. The news is filled with reports about fights, riots, protests, rebellions, and wars​—painting a grim picture of division and strife. As foretold in the Bible, people are “disloyal, . . . not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride.” (2 Tim. 3:2-4) Despite the fact that “the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one” and his demons, we continue to thrive as a united people. (1 John 5:19; Rev. 12:9) Truly, that is miraculous!

12. How can we contribute to the bond of unity among God’s people?


Your answer



12 We can contribute to the bond of unity in Jehovah’s organization. How? By carefully listening to and applying what Jehovah teaches us. The teachings of his Word help us to show patience, to extend forgiveness, to avoid arguments, and to be kind to others. (Eph. 4:2, 31, 32) Each time we overlook a flaw in a fellow believer, each time we control the urge to gossip, and each time we extend forgiveness​—we are working along with Jehovah as he accomplishes a modern-day miracle within his organization.

MIRACULOUS LOVE

13. In what ways did first-century Christians show love for one another? (John 13:35)


Your answer



13 Jesus said that his followers would be identified by their love for one another. (Read John 13:35.) Such love was central in the lives of first-century Christians. For example, they shared their belongings with those in need. (Acts 2:44, 45) They supported those who were persecuted. (Acts 12:5) They cared for orphans and widows. (Jas. 1:27) And despite their own poverty, they sent relief aid to other Christians. (2 Cor. 8:1-4) Second-century writer Tertullian quoted what others said about the early Christians: “See . . . how they love one another [and] how they are ready even to die for one another.”

14. In what ways do God’s people show love today? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



14 Like first-century Christians, God’s people today have strong love for one another. We extend our love even to those outside the congregation through our preaching work. To support that work, we contribute financially. No one begs or coerces us to do so; nor are we required to tithe. Love also moves us to help our brothers and sisters in times of need.* In addition to providing material support, we support one another spiritually and emotionally. This is in harmony with the apostle Paul’s admonition: “Speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.” (1 Thess. 5:14) Jehovah has brought us into a worldwide family of brothers and sisters who show genuine love for one another and for neighbor.



[image: Collage: Brothers and sisters showing love. 1. In the door-to-door ministry, a couple offer a “Watchtower” magazine to a householder. 2. A father helps his son put money into a contribution box at the Kingdom Hall. 3. A brother gives a case of bottled water to a sister in need.]

God’s people show genuine love for neighbor and for one another (See paragraph 14)







15. Why can our love for one another be called a miracle?


Your answer



15 The love shown by God’s people is a miracle because it thrives in a selfish world. The apostle Paul wrote that in our day, people would be “lovers of themselves, lovers of money, [and] lovers of pleasures.” They would not love God, and they would have “no natural affection,” not even for their own family. (2 Tim. 3:2-4) Jesus foretold that people would betray one another and hate one another. He added that “the love of the greater number [would] grow cold.” (Matt. 24:10, 12) Have you not found this to be true as you observe the state of this world? The love that thrives among Jehovah’s people is a result of his power. Truly, a modern-day miracle!

16. In what ways can we show love to one another?


Your answer



16 We show love when we sincerely express appreciation to others for their good example and when we work to maintain peace with them. (Mark 9:50) By consistently demonstrating love in both words and actions, we reflect the quality that identifies God’s people. By showing love, we are indeed working along with Jehovah as he accomplishes a modern-day miracle within his organization.

TREASURE YOUR SHARE

17. What proves to you that Jehovah is performing miracles today?


Your answer



17 The growth, unity, and love that we experience in our organization prove that Jehovah is performing miracles in our time. In the face of widespread opposition, our numbers have increased. In a world that is splintered on many levels, we are united. And though we live in a loveless world, our love for God and for one another identifies us as true disciples of Christ. (John 13:34) We are not passive bystanders; “we are God’s fellow workers.”​—1 Cor. 3:9.

18. In view of the miraculous work that Jehovah is doing, what determination should we have?


Your answer



18 Who would have thought that there would be a time when people from all lands of the earth would enjoy growth, unity, and love in such a troubled world? Yet, that is exactly what we see today! These miraculous achievements strengthen our confidence in the fulfillment of all that Jehovah has promised for the future. (2 Pet. 3:13) Always treasure your privilege to have a share in God’s modern-day miracles.



HOW CAN WE CONTRIBUTE TO THE MIRACLE OF . . .
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SONG 154 Unfailing Love



^  For example, see on jw.org the article “Disaster Relief in 2023​—‘We See Firsthand Jehovah’s Love.’”






^ (John 13:35) By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^ (1 Cor. 3:9) For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.



^  (Matt. 15:31) So the crowd felt amazement as they saw the speechless speaking and the maimed being made sound and the lame walking and the blind seeing, and they glorified the God of Israel.



^  (1 Cor. 3:9) For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.



^ (Isa. 60:22) The little one will become a thousand And the small one a mighty nation. I myself, Jehovah, will speed it up in its own time.”



^  (Isa. 60:22) The little one will become a thousand And the small one a mighty nation. I myself, Jehovah, will speed it up in its own time.”



^  (1 Cor. 6:9-11) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom. 11 And yet that is what some of you were. But you have been washed clean; you have been sanctified; you have been declared righteous in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and with the spirit of our God.

Or “Do not be deceived.”


^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Matt. 16:24) Then Jesus said to his disciples: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake and keep following me.



^  (Matt. 10:17, 18) Be on your guard against men, for they will hand you over to local courts and they will scourge you in their synagogues. 18 And you will be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a witness to them and the nations.



^  (John 16:2) Men will expel you from the synagogue. In fact, the hour is coming when everyone who kills you will think he has offered a sacred service to God.



^  (Matt. 10:34-36) Do not think I came to bring peace to the earth; I came to bring, not peace, but a sword. 35 For I came to cause division, with a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 Indeed, a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.



^  (Acts 5:33, 34) When they heard this, they were infuriated and wanted to do away with them. 34 But a Pharisee named Ga·maʹli·el rose in the Sanʹhe·drin; he was a Law teacher esteemed by all the people, and he gave the command to put the men outside for a little while.



^  (Acts 5:38, 39) So under the present circumstances, I say to you, do not meddle with these men, but let them alone. For if this scheme or this work is from men, it will be overthrown; 39 but if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow them. Otherwise, you may even be found fighters against God himself.”



^  (Acts 6:7) Consequently, the word of God continued to spread, and the number of the disciples kept multiplying very much in Jerusalem; and a large crowd of priests began to be obedient to the faith.



^  (Acts 1:8) But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part of the earth.”



^  (Matt. 16:24) Then Jesus said to his disciples: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake and keep following me.



^  (2 Cor. 4:7-9) However, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the power beyond what is normal may be God’s and not from us. 8 We are hard-pressed in every way, but not cramped beyond movement; we are perplexed, but not absolutely with no way out;* 9 we are persecuted, but not abandoned; we are knocked down, but not destroyed.

Or possibly, “but not left in despair.”


^  (Ps. 27:10) Even if my own father and mother abandon me, Jehovah himself will take me in.



^  (Matt. 28:20) teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Rev. 14:6, 7) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people. 7 He was saying in a loud voice: “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of judgment by him has arrived, so worship the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and the springs* of water.”

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”
Or “fountains.”


^ (Mic. 2:12) I will certainly gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely collect the remaining ones of Israel together. In unity I will place them, like sheep in the pen, Like a flock in its pasture; It will be noisy with people.’



^  (Mic. 2:12) I will certainly gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely collect the remaining ones of Israel together. In unity I will place them, like sheep in the pen, Like a flock in its pasture; It will be noisy with people.’



^  (Ps. 133:1) Look! How good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!



^  (2 Tim. 3:2-4) For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God,



^  (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.



^  (Rev. 12:9) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.



^  (Eph. 4:2) with all humility and mildness, with patience, putting up with one another in love,



^  (Eph. 4:31, 32) Put away from yourselves every kind of malicious bitterness, anger, wrath, screaming, and abusive speech, as well as everything injurious. 32 But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.



^ (John 13:35) By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^  (John 13:35) By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^  (Acts 2:44, 45) All those who became believers were together and had everything in common, 45 and they were selling their possessions and properties and distributing the proceeds to all, according to what each one needed.



^  (Acts 12:5) So Peter was being kept in the prison, but the congregation was intensely praying to God for him.



^  (Jas. 1:27) The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “The religion.”


^  (2 Cor. 8:1-4) Now we want you to know, brothers, about the undeserved kindness of God that has been granted to the congregations of Mac·e·doʹni·a. 2 During a great test under affliction, their abundance of joy and their deep poverty made the riches of their generosity abound. 3 For it was according to their means, yes, I testify, it was even beyond their means, 4 while they on their own initiative kept earnestly begging us for the privilege of kindly giving, to have a share in the relief ministry for the holy ones.



^  (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.



^  (2 Tim. 3:2-4) For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God,



^  (Matt. 24:10) Then, too, many will be stumbled and will betray one another and will hate one another.



^  (Matt. 24:12) and because of the increasing of lawlessness, the love of the greater number will grow cold.



^  (Mark 9:50) Salt is fine, but if the salt ever loses its saltiness, with what will you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and keep peace with one another.”



^  (John 13:34) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another.



^  (1 Cor. 3:9) For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.



^  (2 Pet. 3:13) But there are new heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting according to his promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.









DECEMBER 21-27, 2026




SONG 135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”



Together We “Take a Stand”



“Someone may overpower one alone, but two together can take a stand against him.”​—ECCL. 4:12.




FOCUS

Cultivating true friendships can help young ones take their stand for pure worship.




 1. How do many view friendship?


Your answer



AS WITNESSES of Jehovah, we are keenly aware of the stand we must take for true worship. We constantly need to battle the negative influence of the world. That battle includes refusing to allow the spirit of this world to shape our view of friendship. For example, some feel that what matters most is the number of friends they have, not the quality or the depth of their relationships. Many young people look only to their peers for advice and comfort. Still others believe that they do not need any friends at all, that they are better off on their own. How do Jehovah and Jesus view friendship?

 2. (a) How did Jesus show that he valued meaningful friendships? (b) According to Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, what can good friendships provide?


Your answers



2 Jehovah wants us to have friends who will help us to serve him faithfully. His Son, Jesus, chose these kinds of friends. Shortly before he offered up his life, Jesus commended his faithful apostles: “You are the ones who have stuck with me in my trials.” He viewed them as friends. (Luke 22:28; John 15:15) A true friend is someone who sticks with you not only during times when everything is running smoothly but also during “times of distress.” (Prov. 17:17) Ecclesiastes 4:9-12* reveals that true friends can strengthen and comfort us. (Read.) They provide both support and encouragement. With such friends, we can “take a stand” against any spiritual threat that may come our way. And when our friendships include spiritual activities, they have the potential to accomplish remarkable things and to last forever.

 3. What will we consider in this article?


Your answer



3 How can true friends help a young person to serve Jehovah faithfully? How can parents and other mature ones help fill a young person’s need for friends? Let us examine the prophet Daniel’s example and see how he was able to overcome seemingly impossible challenges. We will also see how Daniel’s best Friend, Jehovah, supported him even when he was isolated.

TRUE FRIENDS HELP US MAKE THE CHOICE TO SERVE JEHOVAH

 4. What challenges did young Daniel face?


Your answer



4 Daniel’s story begins during a difficult period in the history of God’s people. The kingdom of Judah had lost Jehovah’s favor because the inhabitants were unfaithful. As a result, in 620 B.C.E., Jehovah allowed King Nebuchadnezzar to make Judah subject to Babylon. (Dan. 1:2) At the time, Daniel was probably a teenager. A few years later, he was taken into exile and was brought to the city of Babylon for training. (Dan. 1:3-6) Young Daniel now found himself far from home and separated from his family.

5-6. Who may have helped Daniel make the choice to serve Jehovah?


Your answer



5 What prepared Daniel for the challenges he would face in Babylon? The Bible tells us that he had “resolved in his heart” to follow God’s laws. (Dan. 1:8) Someone must have taught Daniel those laws and helped him make the choice to serve Jehovah when he was young. Did his parents help him? Interestingly, Daniel’s name means “My Judge Is God.” Perhaps this name reflected his parents’ desire that Daniel serve Jehovah and follow His guidance.​—Deut. 6:6, 7.

6 Daniel may also have been encouraged by the work done by the prophet Jeremiah. Why is that a reasonable conclusion? Note these facts: Jeremiah was appointed by Jehovah in 647 B.C.E. and began his ministry before Daniel was born. (Jer. 1:2) Jeremiah often delivered Jehovah’s messages to the royal family and other prominent men, a group that may have included Daniel’s family. (Jer. 1:17, 18; Dan. 1:3, 6) We cannot say for sure whether Jeremiah and Daniel were friends. Still, even as a young man, Daniel may have been familiar with Jeremiah’s prophecies, including those Daniel consulted decades later. (Jer. 25:11; 29:10; Dan. 9:1, 2) In Jeremiah, Daniel may have seen a bold and determined man who remained faithful although surrounded by men who did not serve Jehovah.

7-8. How can parents and other mature Christians help young ones today to remain loyal to Jehovah?


Your answer



7 It is reasonable to believe that Daniel’s parents, the prophet Jeremiah, or other faithful servants of Jehovah were a good influence on him. They must have helped him develop a close, personal relationship with Jehovah.

8 Parents today can also be a good influence on their children. If you are a parent, ask yourself: ‘Are my children prepared to face tests of neutrality? How will they respond to temptations that arise at school and online? Are they ready to take a stand for true worship during the great tribulation?’ Help your children to deepen their love for Jehovah and their trust in him. How? Regularly discuss spiritual topics with them, teach them how to participate at meetings, and work with them in the ministry. Young people especially benefit by spending time with those who, like Jeremiah, are examples of faith and loyalty.

TRUE FRIENDS HELP US WHEN WE FACE TEMPTATION

 9. What dangerous situation did Daniel and other young Hebrews find themselves in?


Your answer



9 When Daniel and other young Hebrews were taken captive, they were exposed to temptations that they had not faced while living at home. The Babylonians immediately tried to force them to adapt to their ways and customs. The young men were also to receive training in order to serve in the king’s palace. But this training would also expose them to situations that would test their loyalty to Jehovah.

10. What was the first test of loyalty that the young Jews faced?


Your answer



10 Their first test of loyalty may have appeared minor: The king ordered Daniel and the other young exiles to eat food that was provided from the royal table. This provision included food that according to the Mosaic Law was unclean. (Dan. 1:5, 8) The young men could have sought to justify breaking the Law; after all, they were captives who were not free to do what they wanted. They might have further reasoned that it would not be wise to disappoint or even anger the king. What would they do?

11. How did Daniel’s choice of friends prove wise? (See also picture.)


Your answer



11 Among the Hebrew youths who had been selected for training, only four​—Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—​are mentioned in the account as staying loyal to Jehovah. These four friends helped one another to resist temptation and to stay faithful. Together they refused the king’s food and proved their loyalty to Jehovah. As a result, Jehovah blessed them.​—Dan. 1:6-12, 17.



[image: Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego encouraging one another in a Babylonian dining room while other young men are enjoying the king’s delicacies.]

Daniel and his friends helped one another to resist temptation and to stay faithful (See paragraph 11)







12. What can help young ones today to fight temptations successfully?


Your answer



12 As a young person, do you sometimes feel pressured to give in to a temptation? Daniel and his friends helped one another to make the right decision. Like those faithful young people, choose companions who are determined to remain loyal to Jehovah and to resist the pull of the world. (1 John 2:15-17) True friends can help you to stay faithful even in “what is least” and to experience Jehovah’s blessing and support. (Luke 16:10) And your faithfulness in these “little things” will help you to be faithful when you face bigger tests later in life.

TRUE FRIENDS HELP US TACKLE SEEMINGLY IMPOSSIBLE CHALLENGES

13. What seemingly impossible challenge did Daniel and his friends face?


Your answer



13 True friends can help one another tackle seemingly impossible challenges. Consider the challenge that Daniel and his friends faced when King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that troubled him. He wanted to know what it meant. So he sent for the magic-practicing priests and the sorcerers of Babylon. Instead of relating the dream to them and then asking for the interpretation, the king insisted that his advisers first tell him what his dream was about and then interpret it​—an impossible task for any human! (Dan. 2:3, 9-11) If they failed to do so, they were to be put to death. Daniel and his friends were among the wise men who were in danger of being executed. Throughout this trial, Daniel and his three friends stood together.

14. How did the young Hebrews support one another? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



14 Daniel approached the king tactfully, asking for some extra time to find the answer. Then Daniel turned to his friends. The account tells us what happened next: “He asked them to pray for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this secret, so that Daniel and his companions would not be destroyed.” (Dan. 2:18) Jehovah answered their heartfelt prayers, and he revealed the dream and its interpretation to Daniel. As a result, Daniel and his friends were spared, and the king gave them positions of honor.​—Dan. 2:19, 47-49.



[image: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego each offer a private prayer, and Jehovah reveals the dream and its interpretation to Daniel.]

How did Daniel’s friends help him to tackle a seemingly impossible challenge? (See paragraph 14)







15. What lessons can we learn from this account? (Galatians 6:2)


Your answer



15 This account offers valuable lessons. First, you do not need to face trials alone. Never let pride or embarrassment prevent you from seeking help. Second, do not hesitate to ask others to pray about a matter for you. (2 Cor. 1:11) Reflect on the power of earnest prayer. The “Hearer of prayer” can help us to overcome seemingly insurmountable challenges. (Ps. 65:2; Eph. 3:20) When we have friends who also serve Jehovah, we can rely on them for strength and support to endure life’s trials.​—Read Galatians 6:2.

A TRUE FRIEND WHO CAN SUPPORT US IN ANY SITUATION

16. What trial did Daniel face in his old age?


Your answer



16 Jehovah is a true Friend who can support us in any situation, even when we may be isolated from others. By the time Daniel was an old man​—probably in his 90’s—​Babylon had fallen to the Medes and the Persians and he was now serving King Darius. Some in the royal court, envious of Daniel’s position, plotted to have him killed. They manipulated the king into making a law that would forbid anyone from praying to any god except the king. Daniel refused to comply, so he was thrown into the lions’ pit. There he appeared to be alone​—without human friends to help him face that trial. But was he truly alone?​—Dan. 6:4-16.

17. According to Daniel 6:19-23, how did having a strong friendship with Jehovah help Daniel?


Your answer



17 Daniel 6:19-23 explains the miraculous way in which Daniel was rescued. (Read.) In the lions’ pit, Daniel was supported by the most powerful Friend anyone could have, Jehovah God, who rescued him from the jaws of the lions. After the ordeal was over, Daniel told the king: “My God sent his angel and shut the mouth of the lions, . . . for I was found innocent before him.” (Dan. 6:22) Daniel’s unwavering faith in his best Friend, Jehovah, sustained him when his life hung in the balance.

18. Why is drawing close to Jehovah important, and how can we do this? (See also pictures and the box “Jehovah​—Our Father, Our God and Friend.”)


Your answer



18 You too may find yourself isolated from friends and family, perhaps because of an assignment in a remote territory, an unexpected move, limited health and strength, or even imprisonment. Circumstances in life might make you feel lonely or disconnected. In such moments, it is important to remember that God’s friends are never truly alone. Jehovah himself offers us protection and care wherever we may be. (Ps. 139:7-10) Trust that Jehovah sees you and will sustain you.



[image: Collage: God’s servants experiencing isolation. 1. Elderly Daniel alone in a pit full of bones and hungry lions. He is kneeling and looking up in amazement as an angel protects him. 2. A brother in our day prays alone at home, seated at a desk with a Bible and the “Enjoy Life Forever!” brochure.]

Are God’s friends ever really alone? (See paragraph 18)







Jehovah​—Our Father, Our God and Friend


What if you struggle to see Jehovah as a Father or as Someone you can trust? Try making small but consistent efforts to draw close to Jehovah each day in the following areas.

	  Communicate: Talk to Jehovah in prayer; he wants to hear what you have to say.



	  Spend time together: Listen to Jehovah through your Bible reading and study. Learn more about who he is​—his qualities and actions.



	  Be patient: Remember that building trust and a relationship takes time. You can be sure that Jehovah wants a relationship with you.





For more information, see Questions Young People Ask​—Answers That Work, Volume 2, pp. 289-296.





FRIENDS FOR LIFE

19. Why do we need to strengthen our friendships now? (1 Thessalonians 5:2, 11)


Your answer



19 Building strong friendships is crucial today. True friends help us make wise decisions as we approach “Jehovah’s day.” They encourage us and build us up. (Read 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 11.) Recognizing that “the end of all things has drawn close,” the apostle Peter wrote: “Above all things, have intense love for one another.”​—1 Pet. 4:7, 8.

20. What should we look for in true friends, and what will be the outcome if we choose them wisely?


Your answer



20 True friends are a gift from Jehovah, and we need them more than ever. So like Daniel, make friends with others. Seek out those in your congregation who, like Jeremiah, can inspire and guide you. Surround yourself with those who can strengthen your resolve to stay loyal to Jehovah. Humbly ask others to pray for you, when needed. Above all, remember who your best Friend is​—Jehovah. He will never abandon you. (Heb. 13:5) With Jehovah’s help, together we can take our stand against anything that threatens us today and enjoy friendships that will last forever.



HOW CAN TRUE FRIENDS HELP US WHEN . . .


	  we face temptation?


Your answer





	  we struggle with seemingly impossible challenges?


Your answer





	  we are isolated?


Your answer












SONG 161 To Do Your Will Is My Delight



^  Although we often apply these verses to marriage, this passage is primarily about the value of friendship.






^ (Eccl. 4:12) And someone may overpower one alone, but two together can take a stand against him. And a threefold cord cannot quickly* be torn apart.

Or “easily.”


^ (Eccl. 4:9-12) Two are better than one because they have a good reward* for their hard work. 10 For if one of them falls, the other can help his partner up. But what will happen to the one who falls with no one to help him up? 11 Moreover, if two lie down together, they will stay warm, but how can just one keep warm? 12 And someone may overpower one alone, but two together can take a stand against him. And a threefold cord cannot quickly* be torn apart.

Or “greater benefit.”
Or “easily.”


^  (Luke 22:28) “However, you are the ones who have stuck with me in my trials;



^  (John 15:15) I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master does. But I have called you friends, because I have made known to you all the things I have heard from my Father.



^  (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times And is a brother who is born for times of distress.



^  (Eccl. 4:9-12) Two are better than one because they have a good reward* for their hard work. 10 For if one of them falls, the other can help his partner up. But what will happen to the one who falls with no one to help him up? 11 Moreover, if two lie down together, they will stay warm, but how can just one keep warm? 12 And someone may overpower one alone, but two together can take a stand against him. And a threefold cord cannot quickly* be torn apart.

Or “greater benefit.”
Or “easily.”


^  (Dan. 1:2) In time Jehovah gave King Je·hoiʹa·kim of Judah into his hand, along with some of the utensils of the house* of the true God, and he brought them to the land of Shiʹnar* to the house* of his god. He placed the utensils in the treasury of his god.

Or “temple.”
That is, Babylonia.
Or “temple.”


^  (Dan. 1:3-6) Then the king ordered Ashʹpe·naz his chief court official to bring some of the Israelites,* including those of royal and noble descent. 4 They were to be youths* without any defect, of good appearance, endowed with wisdom, knowledge, and discernment, and capable of serving in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the writing and the language of the Chal·deʹans. 5 Furthermore, the king assigned to them a daily ration from the king’s delicacies and from the wine he drank. They were to be trained* for three years, and at the end of that time they were to enter the king’s service. 6 Now among them were some from the tribe* of Judah: Daniel,* Han·a·niʹah,* Mishʹa·el,* and Az·a·riʹah.*

Lit., “sons of Israel.”
Lit., “children.”
Or possibly, “nourished.”
Lit., “sons.”
Meaning “My Judge Is God.”
Meaning “Jehovah Has Shown Favor.”
Possibly meaning “Who Is Like God?”
Meaning “Jehovah Has Helped.”


^  (Dan. 1:8) But Daniel resolved in his heart that he would not defile himself with the king’s delicacies or with the wine he drank. So he asked the principal court official for permission not to defile himself in this way.



^  (Deut. 6:6, 7) These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart, 7 and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”


^  (Jer. 1:2) The word of Jehovah came to him in the days of Jo·siʹah the son of Aʹmon, the king of Judah, in the 13th year of his reign.



^  (Jer. 1:17, 18) But you should prepare for action,* And you must stand up and tell them everything that I command you. Do not be terrified of them, So that I do not terrify you before them. 18 For today I have made you a fortified city, An iron pillar, and copper walls against all the land, Toward the kings of Judah and her princes, Toward her priests and the people of the land.

Lit., “gird up your hips.”


^  (Dan. 1:3) Then the king ordered Ashʹpe·naz his chief court official to bring some of the Israelites,* including those of royal and noble descent.

Lit., “sons of Israel.”


^  (Dan. 1:6) Now among them were some from the tribe* of Judah: Daniel,* Han·a·niʹah,* Mishʹa·el,* and Az·a·riʹah.*

Lit., “sons.”
Meaning “My Judge Is God.”
Meaning “Jehovah Has Shown Favor.”
Possibly meaning “Who Is Like God?”
Meaning “Jehovah Has Helped.”


^  (Jer. 25:11) And all this land will be reduced to ruins and will become an object of horror, and these nations will have to serve the king of Babylon for 70 years.”’



^  (Jer. 29:10) “For this is what Jehovah says, ‘When 70 years at Babylon are fulfilled, I will turn my attention to you, and I will make good my promise by bringing you back to this place.’



^  (Dan. 9:1, 2) In the first year of Da·riʹus the son of A·has·u·eʹrus—a descendant of the Medes who had been made king over the kingdom of the Chal·deʹans— 2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, discerned by the books* the number of years mentioned in the word of Jehovah to Jeremiah the prophet to fulfill the desolation of Jerusalem, namely, 70 years.

That is, the sacred books.


^  (Dan. 1:5) Furthermore, the king assigned to them a daily ration from the king’s delicacies and from the wine he drank. They were to be trained* for three years, and at the end of that time they were to enter the king’s service.

Or possibly, “nourished.”


^  (Dan. 1:8) But Daniel resolved in his heart that he would not defile himself with the king’s delicacies or with the wine he drank. So he asked the principal court official for permission not to defile himself in this way.



^  (Dan. 1:6-12) Now among them were some from the tribe* of Judah: Daniel,* Han·a·niʹah,* Mishʹa·el,* and Az·a·riʹah.* 7 And the principal court official assigned names* to them; he gave to Daniel the name Bel·te·shazʹzar, to Han·a·niʹah the name Shaʹdrach, to Mishʹa·el the name Meʹshach, and to Az·a·riʹah the name A·bedʹne·go. 8 But Daniel resolved in his heart that he would not defile himself with the king’s delicacies or with the wine he drank. So he asked the principal court official for permission not to defile himself in this way. 9 And the true God caused the principal court official to show Daniel favor* and mercy. 10 But the principal court official said to Daniel: “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. What if he should see you looking worse in appearance than the other youths* of your age? You would make me* guilty before the king.” 11 But Daniel said to the guardian whom the principal court official had appointed over Daniel, Han·a·niʹah, Mishʹa·el, and Az·a·riʹah: 12 “Please, test your servants for ten days, and let us be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink;

Lit., “sons.”
Meaning “My Judge Is God.”
Meaning “Jehovah Has Shown Favor.”
Possibly meaning “Who Is Like God?”
Meaning “Jehovah Has Helped.”
That is, Babylonian names.
Or “kindness.”
Lit., “children.”
Lit., “my head.”


^  (Dan. 1:17) And the true God gave these four youths* knowledge and insight into every kind of writing and wisdom; and Daniel was given understanding in all sorts of visions and dreams.

Lit., “children.”


^  (1 John 2:15-17) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world. 17 Furthermore, the world is passing away and so is its desire, but the one who does the will of God remains forever.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^  (Luke 16:10) The person faithful in what is least is faithful also in much, and the person unrighteous in what is least is unrighteous also in much.



^  (Dan. 2:3) Then the king said to them: “I have had a dream, and I am* agitated because I want to know what I dreamed.”

Lit., “my spirit is.”


^  (Dan. 2:9-11) If you do not make the dream known to me, there is only one penalty for all of you. But you have agreed to tell me something false and deceitful until the situation changes. So tell me the dream, and I will know that you can explain its interpretation.” 10 The Chal·deʹans answered the king: “There is not a man on earth* who is able to do what the king demands, for no great king or governor has asked such a thing of any magic-practicing priest or conjurer or Chal·deʹan. 11 What the king is asking is difficult, and no one exists who could tell the king this except the gods, who do not dwell among mortals.”*

Or “dry land.”
Lit., “with flesh.”


^  (Dan. 2:18) He asked them to pray for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this secret, so that Daniel and his companions would not be destroyed along with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.



^  (Dan. 2:19) Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision at night. So Daniel praised the God of heaven.



^  (Dan. 2:47-49) The king said to Daniel: “Truly your God is a God of gods and a Lord of kings and a Revealer of secrets, because you were able to reveal this secret.” 48 The king then elevated Daniel and gave him many fine gifts, and he made him the ruler over all the province* of Babylon and the chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 And at Daniel’s request, the king appointed Shaʹdrach, Meʹshach, and A·bedʹne·go over the administration of the province* of Babylon, but Daniel served in the king’s court.

Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”


^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.



^  (2 Cor. 1:11) You also can help us by your supplication for us, in order that many may give thanks in our behalf for the favor we receive in answer to the prayers of many.



^  (Ps. 65:2) O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts* will come.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^  (Eph. 3:20) Now to the one who can, according to his power that is operating in us, do more than superabundantly beyond all the things we ask or conceive,



^  (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.



^  (Dan. 6:4-16) At that time the high officials and the satraps were seeking to find some grounds for accusation against Daniel respecting matters of state,* but they could find no grounds for accusation or anything corrupt, for he was trustworthy and no negligence or corruption could be found in him. 5 These men then said: “We will find in this Daniel no grounds for accusation at all, unless we find it against him in the law of his God.” 6 So these high officials and satraps went in as a group to the king, and they said to him: “O King Da·riʹus, may you live on forever. 7 All the royal officials, prefects, satraps, high royal officers, and governors have consulted together to establish a royal decree and to enforce a ban,* that for 30 days whoever makes a petition to any god or man except to you, O king, should be thrown into the lions’ pit. 8 Now, O king, may you establish the decree and sign it, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be annulled.” 9 So King Da·riʹus signed the decree and the ban. 10 But as soon as Daniel knew that the decree had been signed, he went to his house, which had the windows of his roof chamber open toward Jerusalem. And three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed and offered praise before his God, as he had regularly done prior to this. 11 At that time those men burst in and found Daniel petitioning and pleading for favor before his God. 12 So they approached the king and reminded him about the royal ban: “Did you not sign a ban stating that for 30 days any man who makes a petition to any god or man except to you, O king, should be thrown into the lions’ pit?” The king replied: “The matter is well-established according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be annulled.” 13 They immediately said to the king: “Daniel, who is of the exiles of Judah, has paid no regard to you, O king, nor to the ban that you signed, but three times a day he is praying.” 14 As soon as the king heard this, he was greatly distressed, and he tried to think of a way to rescue Daniel; and until the sun set he made every effort to save him. 15 Finally those men went in as a group to the king, and they said to the king: “Take note, O king, that the law of the Medes and the Persians is that any ban or decree that the king establishes cannot be changed.” 16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the pit of lions. The king said to Daniel: “Your God whom you are continually serving will rescue you.”

Lit., “the kingdom.”
Or “an interdict.”


^ (Dan. 6:19-23) Finally at the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ pit. 20 As he got near the pit, he called out to Daniel with a sad voice. The king asked Daniel: “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you are continually serving been able to rescue you from the lions?” 21 Daniel immediately said to the king: “O king, may you live on forever. 22 My God sent his angel and shut the mouth of the lions, and they have not harmed me, for I was found innocent before him; nor have I done any wrong to you, O king.” 23 The king was overjoyed, and he commanded that Daniel be lifted up out of the pit. When Daniel was lifted up out of the pit, he was completely unharmed, because he had trusted in his God.



^  (Dan. 6:19-23) Finally at the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ pit. 20 As he got near the pit, he called out to Daniel with a sad voice. The king asked Daniel: “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you are continually serving been able to rescue you from the lions?” 21 Daniel immediately said to the king: “O king, may you live on forever. 22 My God sent his angel and shut the mouth of the lions, and they have not harmed me, for I was found innocent before him; nor have I done any wrong to you, O king.” 23 The king was overjoyed, and he commanded that Daniel be lifted up out of the pit. When Daniel was lifted up out of the pit, he was completely unharmed, because he had trusted in his God.



^  (Dan. 6:22) My God sent his angel and shut the mouth of the lions, and they have not harmed me, for I was found innocent before him; nor have I done any wrong to you, O king.”



^  (Ps. 139:7-10) Where can I escape from your spirit, And where can I run away from your face?  8 If I were to ascend to heaven, you would be there, And if I were to make my bed in the Grave,* look! you would be there.  9 If I would fly away with the wings of the dawn To reside by the most remote sea, 10 Even there your hand would lead me And your right hand would take hold of me.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (1 Thess. 5:2) For you yourselves know very well that Jehovah’s day is coming exactly as a thief in the night.



^ (1 Thess. 5:11) Therefore, keep encouraging one another and building one another up, just as you are in fact doing.



^  (1 Thess. 5:2) For you yourselves know very well that Jehovah’s day is coming exactly as a thief in the night.



^  (1 Thess. 5:11) Therefore, keep encouraging one another and building one another up, just as you are in fact doing.



^  (1 Pet. 4:7, 8) But the end of all things has drawn close. Therefore, be sound in mind, and be vigilant* with a view to prayers. 8 Above all things, have intense love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.

Or “alert; awake.”


^  (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”
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SONG 162 My Spiritual Need



Examine the Scriptures Daily



“They accepted the word . . . , carefully examining the Scriptures daily.”​—ACTS 17:11.




FOCUS

Encouragement to consider the day’s text and suggestions on how to do so.




1-2. What has Jehovah’s organization done to provide a scripture for daily consideration, and where are the day’s texts now published?


Your answer



IN 1905, Jehovah’s organization published a book entitled Daily Heavenly Manna for the Household of Faith. That publication provided a scripture text along with comments from Zion’s Watch Tower that brothers and sisters could read each day of the year. Jehovah’s people used the same book until 1927 when the text and comments began to be published in the Year Book.* We were then able to consider a wider variety of Bible texts along with insightful comments from The Watch Tower.

2 In 1986 the organization began publishing daily texts in a booklet called Examining the Scriptures Daily. This publication is now available in over 300 languages. And where else can you find the day’s text? Right on the home page of the JW Library® app and Watchtower ONLINE LIBRARY™ (wol.jw.org) and in Watchtower Library.

 3. What can make it challenging to consider the day’s text regularly, and what will we consider in this article?


Your answer



3 Because we live busy lives, some of us struggle to consider the text each day. In this regard, we will answer three questions. What Bible example can motivate us to examine the Scriptures daily? Why is it good for us to consider each day’s text? How might we do so?

A MOTIVATING BIBLE EXAMPLE

 4. With what attitude did the Beroeans listen to the apostle Paul’s preaching? (Acts 17:10, 11)


Your answer



4 Our theme text describes the attitude of a group of Jewish listeners whom the apostle Paul preached to in the Macedonian city of Beroea. (Read Acts 17:10, 11.) Those Beroeans were not listening to Paul with a critical attitude. The Bible describes them as “noble-minded” people who “accepted the word” he was preaching. As they compared what Paul was saying with what they read in the Scriptures, they could discern that Paul was teaching the truth. We do something similar when we listen to a talk at a congregation meeting or at a convention or an assembly. We follow along as the speaker reads to us from God’s Word. Thus, we can be confident that the speaker is telling us the truth.

 5. How did the Beroeans benefit from examining the Scriptures daily?


Your answer



5 “Many of [the Beroeans] became believers.” (Acts 17:12) But trouble was brewing. Jews from Thessalonica came to Beroea “to incite and agitate the crowds” against this new teaching. (Acts 17:13) However, those new Christians were not intimidated. Their daily study of the Scriptures had convinced them that they had found the truth, and they no doubt stood firm in the faith. A daily consideration of God’s Word can strengthen us too as we face life’s challenges.

WHY CONSIDER EACH DAY’S TEXT?

 6. Why should we consider the text each day? (See the box “Bible Examples of Daily Worship.”)


Your answer



6 We consider the text each day because it helps us focus our attention on Jehovah and on our worship. As our God, Jehovah deserves our attention and our worship. He loves us and wants us to have everlasting life. (John 3:16) Bible examples show that Jehovah is pleased when we worship him every day. Many find it helpful to use the day’s text as a starting point for a daily spiritual routine that includes prayer, Bible reading, and meditation.

Bible Examples of Daily Worship


	  The Law of Moses called for daily sacrifices.​—Ex. 29:38-42; 30:7, 8.



	  Jehovah told Joshua to read the Law and meditate on it “day and night.”​—Josh. 1:8, ftn.



	  Jehovah commanded the kings of Israel to make for themselves a copy of God’s Law and to read it daily.​—Deut. 17:18-20.



	  The psalmist recommended taking delight in reading God’s law “day and night.”​—Ps. 1:1-3.



	  Daniel prayed three times a day.​—Dan. 6:10.



	  The book of Revelation depicts the great crowd rendering God sacred service “day and night.”​—Rev. 7:15.









7-8. What additional reasons do we have for considering the text each day? (Ephesians 5:15, 16)


Your answer



7 We consider the daily text because it is a good use of our time. (Read Ephesians 5:15, 16.) What better way could we use our time than to spend a few minutes each day absorbing the thoughts of our loving heavenly Father?

8 We consider the daily text because it strengthens us to face the day’s troubles. Jesus said that each day will have “its own troubles.” (Matt. 6:34) Just as he stated, we face challenges each day. But in this same Bible passage, Jesus assures us that Jehovah is fully aware of what we are going through and what we need. (Matt. 6:25-32) By considering the text, we turn our attention from our anxieties to the help that Jehovah provides. (Ps. 68:19; 1 Pet. 5:6, 7) For example, a teenage sister felt guilty because of a past mistake and wondered if Jehovah had forgiven her. In prayer, she asked Jehovah to help her feel convinced of his forgiveness. Then she read the day’s text. It was Psalm 86:5, which says: “You, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; you abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.” She said: “I immediately felt at peace and was so grateful that Jehovah had provided me with the comfort I needed. That experience encourages me to consider the text every day.”

 9. How did one day’s text help our brothers and sisters in Ukraine?


Your answer



9 The day’s text often includes reminders that help us to “trust in Jehovah” when we face life’s troubles. (Prov. 3:5, 6) For example, the day that the war between Russia and Ukraine started, the text was taken from Isaiah 30:15, which says: “Your strength will be in keeping calm and showing trust.” That verse brought comfort to our brothers and sisters in Ukraine. For example, a brother named Eduard said: “That text was like a breath of fresh air. My wife and I read it together early that morning. And after we prayed, it gave us the strength we needed to cope with our emotions.” A sister named Svitlana related: “Isaiah 30:15 became truly special for us. We kept calling it to mind and meditating on its meaning as the heavy fighting continued around us.”

10. Why do we need courage, and how can we strengthen our courage? (Joshua 1:6-9) (See also pictures.)


Your answer



10 We consider the day’s text because it strengthens our determination to remain faithful. We need courage to be different from our schoolmates and workmates, to share Bible truths with others, and to stay faithful when facing persecution. When Joshua was appointed as the overseer of the nation of Israel, Jehovah told him three times to be courageous and strong. To strengthen Joshua’s courage, Jehovah also directed him to read the book of the Law daily. (Read Joshua 1:6-9.) Reading the day’s text, in addition to our daily Bible reading, will help us to be strong and to remain faithful.



[image: Collage: God’s people gaining strength by reading the Scriptures daily. 1. Joshua reads from the book of the Law. 2. A family considers the day’s text during breakfast before they go to school or work.]

We strengthen our courage by reading the Scriptures daily (See paragraph 10)







11. How can considering the text help us to make spiritual progress?


Your answer



11 We consider the day’s text because it helps us to make spiritual progress. Paul told the young man Timothy to keep making progress in such areas as speaking, conduct, love, faith, and chasteness. (1 Tim. 4:12, 15) When we consider the daily text, it gives us the opportunity to think about how we can grow as a spiritual person. A spiritual person is someone who imitates Jehovah’s way of thinking and who works hard to please Him and to live by His standards.​—Rom. 8:5, 6.

12. In what roles are spiritually mature men and women needed, and what can help prepare us for those roles?


Your answer



12 We consider the day’s text because it will help prepare us for future theocratic assignments. In Jehovah’s organization, we need spiritually mature men and women who can help with the ever-increasing work. We need brothers and sisters who can serve as pioneers and as missionaries as well as at Bethel, on construction projects, and in remote translation offices. We need capable and humble young men to serve as ministerial servants, elders, and circuit overseers. Jehovah wants trustworthy and dependable brothers, men who understand how to apply Bible principles, to take the lead in his organization. (Deut. 1:13-15) Considering the day’s text as part of your spiritual routine will teach you those principles and help prepare you for additional assignments.

HOW MIGHT YOU CONSIDER THE TEXT?

13. What is one way to consider the text?


Your answer



13 How might you consider the daily text? Bethel families around the world begin their workday with a brief but earnest prayer to Jehovah, after which they consider the day’s text. You too may choose to start with a brief prayer, asking Jehovah to help you benefit from what you are about to read. (Jas. 1:5) Then read the scripture and the comments. Afterward, ask yourself such questions as: ‘How can this text strengthen my faith? How can meditating on it draw me closer to Jehovah? How might it help me face today’s challenges?’ If you are considering the text with family or friends, why not use it as the basis for an encouraging conversation? (Rom. 1:12) Some find it helpful to summarize the point of the text in three or four words so that they can recall it throughout the day.

14-15. What else might we consider, and what can help us remember the text?


Your answer



14 What are some ways you can get more out of the day’s text? Try one or more of the following suggestions: (1) Highlight the main points in the Watchtower comments and meditate on them. (2) Read the cited scriptures in the comment. (3) Read the entire chapter of the Bible where the text is found. (4) Refer to the Research Guide for Jehovah’s Witnesses or to the study notes in the Bible to learn more. (5) Read portions of the study article from which the comment is taken. If you are using the digital publication, you can navigate to the study article by clicking on the reference at the end of the comments.*

15 Regarding her consideration of the day’s text, a 19-year-old sister named Mackenzie said, “If I take a little extra time, even just five more minutes, and slow down to read and think about the scripture text and comments, I am better able to remember the information.”

16. When should you consider the text?


Your answer



16 When should you consider the text? Choose a time that works well with your family’s schedule. For example, some do it before or after breakfast or before taking their children to school. As a reminder to do so, they keep a copy of Examining the Scriptures Daily on the table. Of course, when unexpected circumstances come up, you may need to be flexible and adjust your schedule.

17-18. Why is it good to set a specific time for reading the text, and what can help us to be consistent? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



17 Why is it good to set a specific time for reading the text? Because if you do not, you may not read the text at all. A 16-year-old brother named John said: “If you don’t make reading the text a priority, it might never get done.” Sierra, a 25-year-old sister, related: “I try to read the text first thing in the morning before the rush of the day takes over.” And Rogelio, a 21-year-old brother, commented: “Setting a reminder on my phone helps me to be consistent.”

18 Make the reading of the text part of your schedule, and stick to it as closely as you can. Avoid getting distracted. Isabelle, a 19-year-old sister, suggested: “Tell yourself that you cannot do anything or look at anything on your cellphone until you have read the text. If just looking at your phone is a distraction, get a printed copy of Examining the Scriptures Daily and read the text before you even pick up your phone.” A 19-year-old sister named Olivia commented: “One thing that helps is reading the text with others, like family or friends. When you have someone to remind you or to read it with, it is easier to stay consistent.”



[image: Collage: Avoiding distractions while reading the day’s text. 1. A sister reads from a printed copy of “Examining the Scriptures Daily” while her phone is facedown and out of reach. 2. A phone is set to silent mode.]

What will help you to avoid distractions while reading the day’s text? (See paragraph 18)







HELP YOUNG ONES EXAMINE THE SCRIPTURES DAILY

19. Why is it important for young ones to establish the habit of reading the day’s text? Illustrate. (Philippians 1:9, 10)


Your answer



19 Parents, if you develop the habit of reading the text with your family every day, the habit will likely stay with your children throughout their adulthood. Even if your children are young and cannot grasp the full meaning of a certain day’s text, the routine itself will benefit them in the long run. Just as small seedlings can grow to be huge trees by extracting moisture from the soil each day, our young ones can be helped to grow to be solid spiritual men and women by taking a few minutes each day to consider the scripture text and comments.​—Read Philippians 1:9, 10.

20. How important is taking in spiritual food?


Your answer



20 Jesus said: “Man must live, not on bread alone, but on every word that comes from Jehovah’s mouth.” (Matt. 4:4) We would not want to go a whole day without physical food. How much more important it is to take in life-sustaining spiritual food by examining the Scriptures daily!



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What reasons do we have for considering the day’s text?


Your answer





	  How might we get the most out of considering the day’s text?


Your answer





	  What suggestions from this article will help you consider the text every day?


Your answer












SONG 94 Grateful for God’s Word



^  For languages in which the Year Book was not available, The Watch Tower listed the scripture text along with a reference indicating where readers could find the related Watch Tower comments.


^  The reference identifies the year and month of the Watchtower issue, the page number(s), and the paragraph number(s) from which the comments are taken.






^ (Acts 17:11) Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, for they accepted the word with the greatest eagerness of mind, carefully examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.



^ (Acts 17:10, 11) Immediately by night the brothers sent both Paul and Silas to Be·roeʹa. On arriving, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, for they accepted the word with the greatest eagerness of mind, carefully examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.



^  (Acts 17:10, 11) Immediately by night the brothers sent both Paul and Silas to Be·roeʹa. On arriving, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, for they accepted the word with the greatest eagerness of mind, carefully examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.



^  (Acts 17:12) Therefore, many of them became believers, and so did quite a few of the reputable Greek women as well as some of the men.



^  (Acts 17:13) But when the Jews from Thes·sa·lo·niʹca learned that the word of God was also being proclaimed by Paul in Be·roeʹa, they came there to incite and agitate the crowds.



^  (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Ex. 29:38-42) “This is what you will offer on the altar: two one-year-old rams each day, continually. 39 Offer the one young ram in the morning and the other ram at twilight.* 40 A tenth part of an eʹphah measure* of fine flour mixed with a fourth of a hin* of beaten oil, and a drink offering of a fourth of a hin of wine, will go for the first young ram. 41 You will offer the second young ram at twilight,* along with the same grain and drink offerings as in the morning. You will render it as a pleasing* aroma, an offering made by fire to Jehovah. 42 It is to be a regular burnt offering throughout your generations at the entrance of the tent of meeting before Jehovah, where I will present myself to you to speak to you there.

Lit., “between the two evenings.”
An ephah equaled 22 L (20 dry qt). See App. B14.
A hin equaled 3.67 L (7.75 pt). See App. B14.
Lit., “between the two evenings.”
Or “appeasing; soothing.” Lit., “restful.”


^ (Ex. 30:7, 8) “Aaron will burn perfumed incense on it, making it smoke on the altar when he maintains the lamps each morning. 8 Also, when Aaron lights the lamps at twilight,* he will burn the incense. It is a regular incense offering before Jehovah throughout your generations.

Lit., “between the two evenings.”


^ (Josh. 1:8) This book of the Law should not depart from your mouth, and you must read it in an undertone* day and night, in order to observe carefully all that is written in it; for then your way will be successful and then you will act wisely.

Or “meditate on it.”


^ (Deut. 17:18-20) When he takes his seat on the throne of his kingdom, he must write for himself in a book* a copy of this Law, taken from the one kept by the Levitical priests. 19 “It is to remain with him, and he must read from it all the days of his life, so that he may learn to fear Jehovah his God and observe all the words of this Law and these regulations by carrying them out. 20 Thus his heart will not exalt itself above his brothers, and he will not deviate from the commandment, either to the right or to the left, so that he may remain a long time over his kingdom, he and his sons in the midst of Israel.

Or “a scroll.”


^ (Ps. 1:1-3) Happy is the man who does not walk according to the advice of the wicked And does not stand on the path of sinners And does not sit in the seat of scoffers.  2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.  3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Dan. 6:10) But as soon as Daniel knew that the decree had been signed, he went to his house, which had the windows of his roof chamber open toward Jerusalem. And three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed and offered praise before his God, as he had regularly done prior to this.



^ (Rev. 7:15) That is why they are before the throne of God, and they are rendering him sacred service day and night in his temple; and the One seated on the throne will spread his tent over them.



^ (Eph. 5:15, 16) So keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, 16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^  (Eph. 5:15, 16) So keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, 16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^  (Matt. 6:34) So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.



^  (Matt. 6:25-32) “On this account I say to you: Stop being anxious about your lives as to what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your bodies as to what you will wear. Does not life mean more than food and the body than clothing? 26 Observe intently the birds of heaven; they do not sow seed or reap or gather into storehouses, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth more than they are? 27 Who of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his life span? 28 Also, why are you anxious about clothing? Take a lesson from the lilies of the field, how they grow; they do not toil, nor do they spin; 29 but I tell you that not even Solʹo·mon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these. 30 Now if this is how God clothes the vegetation of the field that is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much rather clothe you, you with little faith? 31 So never be anxious and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or, ‘What are we to drink?’ or, ‘What are we to wear?’ 32 For all these are the things the nations are eagerly pursuing. Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.



^  (Ps. 68:19) May Jehovah be praised, who daily carries our load, The true God of our salvation. (Selah)



^  (1 Pet. 5:6, 7) Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time, 7 while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^  (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^  (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”


^  (Isa. 30:15) For this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel, says: “By returning to me and resting, you will be saved; Your strength will be in keeping calm and showing trust.” But you were unwilling.



^  (Isa. 30:15) For this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel, says: “By returning to me and resting, you will be saved; Your strength will be in keeping calm and showing trust.” But you were unwilling.



^ (Josh. 1:6-9) Be courageous and strong, for you are the one who will cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their forefathers I would give to them. 7 “Only be courageous and very strong, and observe carefully the entire Law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not deviate from it either to the right or to the left, so that you may act wisely wherever you go. 8 This book of the Law should not depart from your mouth, and you must read it in an undertone* day and night, in order to observe carefully all that is written in it; for then your way will be successful and then you will act wisely. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be courageous and strong. Do not be struck with terror or fear, for Jehovah your God is with you wherever you go.”

Or “meditate on it.”


^  (Josh. 1:6-9) Be courageous and strong, for you are the one who will cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their forefathers I would give to them. 7 “Only be courageous and very strong, and observe carefully the entire Law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not deviate from it either to the right or to the left, so that you may act wisely wherever you go. 8 This book of the Law should not depart from your mouth, and you must read it in an undertone* day and night, in order to observe carefully all that is written in it; for then your way will be successful and then you will act wisely. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be courageous and strong. Do not be struck with terror or fear, for Jehovah your God is with you wherever you go.”

Or “meditate on it.”


^  (1 Tim. 4:12) Never let anyone look down on your youth. Instead, become an example to the faithful ones in speaking, in conduct, in love, in faith, in chasteness.



^  (1 Tim. 4:15) Ponder over these things; be absorbed in them, so that your advancement may be plainly seen by all people.



^  (Rom. 8:5, 6) For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the spirit, on the things of the spirit. 6 For setting the mind on the flesh means death, but setting the mind on the spirit means life and peace;



^  (Deut. 1:13-15) Select wise, discreet, and experienced men of your tribes, and I will appoint them as heads over you.’ 14 You answered me, ‘What you have told us to do is good.’ 15 So I took the heads of your tribes, wise and experienced men, and appointed them as heads over you, chiefs of thousands, chiefs of hundreds, chiefs of fifties, chiefs of tens, and officers of your tribes.



^  (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”


^  (Rom. 1:12) or, rather, that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.



^ (Phil. 1:9, 10) And this is what I continue praying, that your love may abound still more and more with accurate knowledge and full discernment; 10 that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^  (Phil. 1:9, 10) And this is what I continue praying, that your love may abound still more and more with accurate knowledge and full discernment; 10 that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^  (Matt. 4:4) But he answered: “It is written: ‘Man must live, not on bread alone, but on every word that comes from Jehovah’s mouth.’”










[image: A sister doing personal study, using “Watchtower ONLINE LIBRARY” and taking notes in her notebook.]



Build Your Faith on a Solid Foundation



WHEN you studied the Bible with Jehovah’s Witnesses, what convinced you that you had found the “one faith”​—the one acceptable way of worship that God approves? (Eph. 4:4-6) Were you drawn to Jehovah’s people because of the love you observed among them? Did their upright conduct make a favorable impression on you? Many are attracted to the truth because God’s organization makes them feel safe and genuinely loved, and that is understandable. Love and good conduct are identifying marks of true worship.​—John 13:35; 1 Pet. 2:12.

But what if a fellow believer offends you or in some other way fails to show you love? Or what if a fellow believer gets involved in serious sin​—even scandalous conduct, as occurred with an individual in the first-century congregation in Corinth? (1 Cor. 5:1) If your faith depends solely on how the actions of others make you feel, it is resting on a shaky foundation. Is there a more stable foundation for your faith?

A STABLE FOUNDATION FOR FAITH

You can build a strong foundation for your faith by deepening your conviction in the basic truths you have learned from the Bible. How can that help? Consider an example.

On one occasion, many of Jesus’ disciples left him. They had stumbled over his statement about eating his flesh and drinking his blood. They said: “This speech is shocking.” What Jesus said disturbed them so much that they stopped following him.​—John 6:56-60, 66.

Afterward, Jesus asked his apostles: “You do not want to go also, do you?” Peter replied: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.”​—John 6:67-69.

What made Peter and the other apostles different from those who had stumbled? Their faith was founded on something more solid than their feelings. Peter said: “We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” These faithful ones knew what they believed and why they believed it. Having compared Jesus’ words and actions with what they knew of the Scriptures, they were convinced that Jesus was the Messiah. Their strong conviction in this basic truth stabilized their faith when others were stumbled by what Jesus said.

What does that account teach us? What we know can be more powerful than how we feel. Why? Because Bible doctrines​—including the truths we have learned about God’s name, his purpose, and the ransom—​remain constant. Unlike our feelings, Bible truths are not affected by what people do or say. Therefore, if we are convinced of Bible truths and we connect these truths with the channel Jehovah is using, we can avoid being stumbled by the behavior of others.



[image: The same sister is surprised when she overhears two sisters gossiping.]

If our faith depends solely on how the actions of others make us feel, it is resting on a shaky foundation





Granted, we feel encouraged by the love of the brotherhood. And we feel uplifted by the good conduct of our fellow believers. But if those feelings should ever start to waver because of the actions of others, then our conviction in Bible truths can stabilize our faith. It will help us recognize that we are in the right organization​—regardless of the actions of a few individuals.

When we have a good routine of personal Bible study, we strengthen our conviction in the truths we have learned from God’s Word. That conviction, in turn, will help us remain convinced that we have found the one way of worship that God approves. Then our faith will rest on a solid foundation and will not be shaken by the words or actions of others.​—Ps. 16:8; see the box “Stay on the Right Road.”





[image: The same sister rides a bus and enjoys the landscape outside.]



Stay on the Right Road


Imagine that you have boarded a bus that will travel hundreds of miles to a beautiful destination. During that long trip, you will probably experience a wide range of feelings​—mostly joy at the fact that you are on the journey.

While on this trip, though, there could be some things that will make you feel upset​—perhaps a loud conversation between two passengers or even the rudeness of the driver. But none of that changes the fact that you are on the right bus and that you need to stay on it to get to your destination.

On our journey to God’s new world, we will experience a wide range of feelings​—mostly joy at the privilege of being part of God’s organization. At times, though, we might feel offended by a fellow believer or even shocked by the wrongdoing of someone we looked up to. But none of that changes the fact that we are on the right bus, so to speak. We are in the right organization. If we have a thorough knowledge of basic Bible truths​—and appreciate the source from which we learned those truths—​we will stay on the right road. Our faith will remain stable.







^ (Eph. 4:4-6) One body there is, and one spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.



^ (John 13:35) By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^ (1 Pet. 2:12) Maintain your conduct fine among the nations, so that when they accuse you of being wrongdoers, they may be eyewitnesses of your fine works and, as a result, glorify God in the day of his inspection.



^ (1 Cor. 5:1) Actually sexual immorality is reported among you, and such immorality as is not even found among the nations—of a man living with* his father’s wife.

Lit., “having.”


^ (John 6:56-60) Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?”



^ (John 6:66) Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him.



^ (John 6:67-69) So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.”



^ (Ps. 16:8) I keep Jehovah before me constantly. Because he is at my right hand, I will never be shaken.*

Or “will never stagger (totter).”







EXPERIENCE

Jehovah Rewards Faith



Emma worked at a hotel three days a week, nine hours a day. She asked her supervisor for a day off so that she could attend her regional convention. Instead of granting her request, the supervisor changed her schedule to five days a week and gave her an ultimatum: Accept the new schedule or resign. Trusting in Jehovah, Emma chose to resign and attend the convention.

When Emma went to submit her resignation, the general manager of the hotel happened to be there. When he learned about the situation, he promised to take care of the matter. However, two weeks later, Emma was told that she was fired. She came across the general manager again, who was upset that his instructions were ignored. He resolved the issue, and Emma was offered a new schedule: five days a week, four hours a day. It turned out to be even better than her original schedule; it accommodated her theocratic activities! Jehovah took care of her needs in a way that exceeded her expectations.
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^ ***sjj song 46 We Thank You, Jehovah***


SONG 46

We Thank You, Jehovah


(1 Thessalonians 5:18)


	1. We thank you, Jehovah, each day and each night,

That you shed upon us your precious light.

We thank you that we have the priv’lege of prayer,

That we can approach you with ev’ry care.



	2. We thank you, Jehovah, for your loving Son,

Who conquered the world; by his faith he won.

We thank you for guidance in doing your will.

You lovingly help us our vows fulfill.



	3. We thank you, our God, for the honor to preach

About your great name and the truth to teach.

We thank you that soon all earth’s woes will be past,

While your Kingdom blessings forever last.







(See also Ps. 50:14; 95:2; 147:7; Col. 3:15.)





^ (1 Thess. 5:18) Give thanks for everything. This is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.



^ (Ps. 50:14) Offer thanksgiving as your sacrifice to God, And pay your vows to the Most High;



^ (Ps. 95:2) Let us come into his presence* with thanksgiving; Let us sing and shout in triumph to him.

Lit., “before his face.”


^ (Ps. 147:7) Sing to Jehovah with thanksgiving; Sing praises to our God, accompanied by the harp,



^ (Col. 3:15) Also, let the peace of the Christ rule in your hearts, for you were called to that peace in one body. And show yourselves thankful.









^ ***nwtsty 2 Corinthians 4:7***

7 However, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the power beyond what is normal may be God’s and not from us.



^ ***nwtsty Romans 12:1***

12 Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason.



^ ***sjj song 139 See Yourself When All Is New***


SONG 139

See Yourself When All Is New


(Revelation 21:1-5)


	1. Just see yourself, just see me too;

Just see us all in a world that is new.

Think how you’ll feel, how it will be,

To live in peace, to be truly free.

No evil one will then prevail;

Rule by our God cannot ever fail.

The time will have come for a new earthly start,

The song of our praises

will pour out from our heart:

(CHORUS)

“We thank you, our God, for all you have done.

All things are new by the rule of your Son.

The fullness of our heart overflows in our song;

All glory and honor and praise to you belong.”





	2. Now see yourself, and see me too;

And look ahead to a world that is new.

No sight we see, no sound we hear

Will cause alarm or give rise to fear.

All has come true, just as he said;

Now over mankind, his tent is spread.

He now will awaken those sleeping in death;

Their voices will join ours with

ev’ry grateful breath:

(CHORUS)

“We thank you, our God, for all you have done.

All things are new by the rule of your Son.

The fullness of our heart overflows in our song;

All glory and honor and praise to you belong.”









(See also Ps. 37:10, 11; Isa. 65:17; John 5:28; 2 Pet. 3:13.)





^ (Rev. 21:1-5) And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the former heaven and the former earth had passed away, and the sea is no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God and prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.” 5 And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful* and true.”

Or “trustworthy.”


^ (Ps. 37:10, 11) Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there. 11 But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^ (Isa. 65:17) For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart.

Or “be remembered.”


^ (John 5:28) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice



^ (2 Pet. 3:13) But there are new heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting according to his promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.















^ ***sjj song 143 Keep Working, Watching, and Waiting***


SONG 143

Keep Working, Watching, and Waiting


(Romans 8:20-25)


	1. The God of times and of seasons,

Whose name alone is Jehovah—

The time for his vindication

Is near by signs we can see.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.





	2. The time has long been appointed;

His Son is ready to conquer,

Defeating all who oppose him.

His sword will bring victory.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.





	3. Though all creation is groaning,

In faith we’re eagerly waiting.

Jehovah’s day is approaching,

The time for setting us free.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.









(See also Matt. 25:13; Luke 12:36.)





^ (Rom. 8:20-25) For the creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but through the one who subjected it, on the basis of hope 21 that* the creation itself will also be set free from enslavement to corruption and have the glorious freedom of the children of God. 22 For we know that all creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together until now. 23 Not only that, but we ourselves also who have the firstfruits, namely, the spirit, yes, we ourselves groan within ourselves while we are earnestly waiting for adoption as sons, the release from our bodies by ransom. 24 For we were saved in this hope; but hope that is seen is not hope, for when a man sees a thing, does he hope for it? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we keep eagerly waiting for it with endurance.

Or “because.”


^ (Matt. 25:13) “Keep on the watch, therefore, because you know neither the day nor the hour.



^ (Luke 12:36) and you should be like men waiting for their master to return* from the marriage,* so when he comes and knocks, they may at once open to him.

Or “depart; break away.”
Or “wedding feast.”








^ ***sjj song 154 Unfailing Love***


SONG 154

Unfailing Love


(1 Corinthians 13:8)


	1. Look around us now;

See the love on each face—

Out there in the world, hard to find.

All these faithful friends

With the love they all show,

Glad to leave that old world behind.

(PRE-CHORUS)

Love never fails; that’s promised.

It always will endure.



(CHORUS)

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what Jehovah gives.

That’s what he is.

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what we need to live.

And the love here today,

In our heart may it stay—

Unfailing love.





	2. Though sometimes it seems

Like the cares of this life

Weigh us down and feel hard to bear,

Giving brings us joy

When we share faith and hope,

Comforted by God’s loving care.

(PRE-CHORUS)

Love will remain; that’s promised.

It always will endure.



(CHORUS)

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what Jehovah gives.

That’s what he is.

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what we need to live.

And the love here today,

In our heart may it stay.



(CHORUS)

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what Jehovah gives.

That’s what he is.

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what we need to live.

And the love here today,

In our heart may it stay—

Unfailing love,

Unfailing love,

Unfailing love.











^ (1 Cor. 13:8) Love never fails. But if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away with; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away with.









^ ***hdu article 29 Disaster Relief in 2023—“We See Firsthand Jehovah’s Love”***


HOW YOUR DONATIONS ARE USED

Disaster Relief in 2023—⁠“We See Firsthand Jehovah’s Love”


JANUARY 26, 2024




The Bible foretold that “nation [would] rise against nation” and there would be disasters during “the conclusion of the system of things.” (Matthew 24:3, 7) We have seen these prophetic words being fulfilled during the 2023 service year.* But amid armed conflicts and natural disasters in nearly 100 lands, Jehovah’s Witnesses have reflected Jehovah’s love. How?

During the 2023 service year, our brothers were affected by more than 200 natural or man-made disasters. In total, legal entities used by Jehovah’s Witnesses spent over ten million dollars* from funds donated to the worldwide work to provide disaster relief. This is in addition to the personal funds that many brothers and sisters have used in their local volunteer efforts. Consider how your donated funds were used to help victims of just two of the many disasters that affected our brothers.

“True Love Really Exists”

Some regions of Nigeria typically experience seasonal flooding. However, the October 2022 floods were the worst the country had experienced in ten years. More than 676,000 hectares (1,670,432 acres) of farmland were destroyed, and over two million people were displaced. The Nigeria branch quickly appointed Disaster Relief Committees to organize relief efforts and provide spiritual assistance.

Effect on Our Brothers and Sisters

	  7,505 publishers were displaced



	  860 homes were damaged or destroyed



	  90 Kingdom Halls and one Assembly Hall were flooded





Use of Donated Funds

Over $250,000 was spent on disaster relief, which included:

	  Food items such as rice, beans, and noodles



	  Home supplies such as mattresses and mosquito nets



	  Repair or reconstruction of damaged homes





How did our brothers ensure that donated funds were used wisely? One way was by carefully evaluating each building to ascertain whether it could be repaired. If a building had to be completely replaced, it was built using a simple design that is customary in the local area.

Our brothers and sisters who received help are very grateful. One sister said: “The flood disorganized our lives because all of our farms were destroyed and we became homeless. We were relieved when the brothers and sisters came that very day to help us and to provide safe accommodation. Great relief came when we received food items sent from the branch office. We were speechless as we saw firsthand the fulfillment of John 13:34, 35 in our lives. . . . True love really exists. I and my entire family, from the bottom of our hearts, say a big thank you to [the] brothers for coming to our aid just in time.”

Others in the community noticed our relief work. A community chief in Sabagreia, Bayelsa State, commented: “There are many organizations or churches in the world, but it is only Jehovah’s Witnesses that have done something like this. . . . [Your] organization is one of the best in the world.”

“We See Firsthand Jehovah’s Love”

During February 2023, over 400 fires caused major destruction in Chile. More than 430,000 hectares (1,062,553 acres) of land, along with critical parts of Chile’s infrastructure, were destroyed. Approximately 8,000 people were evacuated. Soon after the disaster struck, the branch office started to organize relief efforts.

Effect on Our Brothers and Sisters

	  222 publishers had to be evacuated



	  20 homes were destroyed





Use of Donated Funds

Over $200,000 was spent on disaster relief, which included:

	  Food and water



	  Fuel, cleaning supplies, and medicines



	  Reconstruction of damaged homes





One family was shocked to find that everything they had was destroyed, including their home and business. This left the family without employment. During the first few days, it was traumatic for the family to see the empty lot where their house had previously stood. But as the reconstruction progressed, they were slowly able to overcome their fear. Seeing the outpouring of love and affection from the volunteers helped them to cope. The family was so moved by this experience that they joined the volunteers and helped rebuild another brother’s home.

Many of our brothers and sisters were touched by the relief work. One brother said: “Jehovah’s arrangement of Disaster Relief Committees is truly marvelous. The day after the tragedy, they were already on-site providing basic items. It is moving to read about disaster relief in other parts of the world. But when it happens to you, it is very different. You appreciate the organization more; how the brothers imitate Jehovah’s qualities; and how concerned they are that we have what we need materially, spiritually, and emotionally. We see firsthand Jehovah’s love in action.”

As this system concludes, we will continue to see an increase in disasters. (Luke 21:10, 11) Nevertheless, by means of the Christian congregation, we also see that our loving King, Christ Jesus, is with us “all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.” (Matthew 28:20) Your generous donations to the worldwide work, via donate.jw.org and other means, along with your contributions of time and energy, show your support of the Kingdom and its loving King. Thank you for your continued generosity.



^  The 2023 service year began on September 1, 2022, and ended on August 31, 2023.


^  All dollar amounts in this article refer to U.S. dollars.






^  (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?”



^  (Matt. 24:7) “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another.



^  (John 13:34, 35) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^  (Luke 21:10, 11) Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and in one place after another food shortages and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and from heaven great signs.



^  (Matt. 28:20) teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”















^ ***sjj song 135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”***


SONG 135

Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”


(Proverbs 27:11)


	1. Young man and young woman,

do give your heart to me.

My foe who now taunts me

will then be made to see.

Your youth and devotion

to me you freely give;

You show all the world

that for me you really live.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice,

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And offer praise by your own choice.





	2. Rejoice and take pleasure

in giving me your all,

And though you may stumble,

I’ll raise you if you fall.

No matter who fails you

or proves to be untrue,

Take comfort in knowing

I’ll always cherish you.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice,

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And offer praise by your own choice.









(See also Deut. 6:5; Eccl. 11:9; Isa. 41:13.)





^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Deut. 6:5) You must love Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul* and all your strength.*

See Glossary.
Or “vital force; resources.”


^ (Eccl. 11:9) Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and go where your eyes lead you; but know that the true God will bring you into judgment* for all these things.

Or “call you to account.”


^ (Isa. 41:13) For I, Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’









^ ***yp2 pp. 289-296 How Can I Become God’s Friend?***

CHAPTER 35

How Can I Become God’s Friend?

Through personal tragedy Jeremy came to appreciate the value of having a friendship with God. “When I was 12, my father left our family,” he explains. “One night I was praying in bed, begging Jehovah to make my father come back.”

In his despair, Jeremy began reading his Bible. When he came upon Psalm 10:14, he was profoundly moved. That verse says of Jehovah: “To you the unfortunate one, the fatherless boy, commits himself. You yourself have become his helper.” Jeremy says: “I felt that Jehovah was talking to me and letting me know that he was my helper; he was my Father. What better father could I have than him?”

WHETHER you’re in a situation similar to that of Jeremy or not, the Bible indicates that Jehovah wants you to be his friend. In fact, the Bible says: “Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you.” (James 4:8) Think about what those words mean: Even though you can’t see him​—and he’s certainly not your peer in any sense of the word—​Jehovah God is inviting you to be his friend!

But friendship with God will require effort on your part. To illustrate: If you have a houseplant, you know that it doesn’t grow on its own. For it to thrive, you have to water it regularly and keep it in an environment that’s suitable for growth. The same is true of friendship with God. How can you help such a friendship to grow?

The Importance of Study

Friendship involves two-way communication​—both listening and talking. That’s also true of friendship with God. Reading and studying the Bible is the way we listen to what God has to say to us.​—Psalm 1:2, 3.

Granted, study may not be your favorite activity. Many youths would rather watch TV, play a game, or just hang out with friends. But if you want to cultivate friendship with God, there’s no shortcut. You’ll need to listen to him by studying his Word.

Don’t worry, though. Bible study doesn’t have to be a chore. You can learn to enjoy it​—even if you don’t consider yourself the studying type. The first thing you need to do is set aside time for Bible study. “I have a schedule,” says a girl named Lais. “I read one chapter of the Bible first thing each morning.” Maria, 15, has a different routine. “I read a little of the Bible each night before I go to sleep,” she says.

To get started on your own study program, look at the box on page 292. Then, below, write down a time when you could spend just 30 minutes or so studying God’s Word.

․․․․․

Scheduling time is just the start. Once you actually begin studying, you might be hit with the reality that the Bible isn’t always easy reading. You may agree with 11-year-old Jezreel, who candidly states, “Some parts of the Bible are heavy going and not very entertaining.” If you feel that way, don’t give up. Always approach study of the Bible with the view that you’re taking time to listen to Jehovah God, your friend. In the end, Bible study will be as exciting and rewarding as you choose to make it!

Prayer Is Vital

Prayer is the way we talk to God. Think of what an amazing gift prayer is! You can call on Jehovah God at any time of the day or night. He’s always available. More than that, he wants to hear what you have to say. That’s why the Bible urges you: “In everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving let your petitions be made known to God.”​—Philippians 4:6.

As that scripture indicates, there are many things you can talk to Jehovah about. These might include your problems and anxieties. They could also include things that you’re grateful for. After all, don’t you find yourself thanking your friends for the good things they have done for you? You can do the same with Jehovah, who has done more for you than any other friend ever could.​—Psalm 106:1.

Below, list some things for which you are thankful to Jehovah.

․․․․․

No doubt there are fears and anxieties that weigh on your mind from time to time. Psalm 55:22 says: “Throw your burden upon Jehovah himself, and he himself will sustain you. Never will he allow the righteous one to totter.”

On the following lines, list any personal concerns that you would like to make a matter of prayer.

․․․․․

Personal Experience

There’s another aspect of your friendship with God that you shouldn’t ignore. The psalmist David wrote: “Taste and see that Jehovah is good.” (Psalm 34:8) When David composed the 34th Psalm, he had just been through a frightening experience. He was on the run from murderous King Saul​—a harrowing ordeal in itself. But then he had to take refuge among his enemies the Philistines. Faced with what seemed to be certain death, David cleverly disguised his sanity and was able to get away.​—1 Samuel 21:10-15.

David didn’t attribute his narrow escape to his own ingenuity. Instead, he gave credit to Jehovah. Earlier in the psalm mentioned above, he wrote: “I inquired of Jehovah, and he answered me, and out of all my frights he delivered me.” (Psalm 34:4) It was from personal experience, then, that David could urge others to “taste and see that Jehovah is good.”*

Can you think of an experience in your life that gives evidence of Jehovah’s care? If so, write about it below. Hint: The experience need not be highly dramatic. Try to reflect on simple everyday blessings, some of which may easily be taken for granted.

․․․․․

Perhaps your parents have taught you about the Bible. If so, that’s a blessing. Still, you need to develop a personal friendship with God. If you haven’t done that, you can use the material in this chapter to help you get started. Jehovah will bless your efforts. The Bible says: “Keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and you will find.”​—Matthew 7:7.

READ MORE ABOUT THIS TOPIC IN VOLUME 1, CHAPTERS 38 AND 39

IN OUR NEXT CHAPTER
Find it hard to talk to others about God? Learn how you can defend your beliefs.

[Footnote]

^  Some Bibles render the phrase “taste and see” as “discover for yourself,” “find out for yourself,” and “by experience you will see.”​—Contemporary English Version, Today’s English Version, and The Bible in Basic English.


KEY SCRIPTURE

“Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need.”​—Matthew 5:3.

TIP

Read just four pages of the Bible each day, and you’ll complete it in about a year.

DID YOU KNOW . . . ?

The fact that you’re reading this book and responding to its Bible-based counsel indicates that Jehovah is taking a personal interest in you.​—John 6:44.

ACTION PLAN!

To get more out of personal Bible study, I will ․․․․․

To become more regular in my prayers, I will ․․․․․

What I would like to ask my parent(s) about this subject is ․․․․․

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

● How can you make personal study of the Bible more enjoyable?

● Why does Jehovah want to listen to the prayers of imperfect humans?

● How can you improve the quality of your prayers?

[Blurb on page 291]

“When I was younger, my prayers were repetitious. Now I try to pray about the good and the bad points of each particular day. Since no two days are exactly alike, this keeps me from saying the same things over and over.”​—Eve

[Box/​Picture on page 292]

Explore Your Bible

 1. Select a Bible account that you would like to read. Pray for wisdom to understand the material.

 2. Read the account carefully. Take your time. As you read, use your imagination. Engage as many of your senses as you can: Try to see the action, hear the voices of the characters, smell the air, taste the food, and so forth. Make the account come to life in your mind!

 3. Think about what you just read. Ask yourself questions, such as the following:

● Why did Jehovah include this account in his Word?

● Which characters are worthy of imitation, and which ones serve as warning examples?

● What practical lessons can I take away from this reading?

● What does the account teach me about Jehovah and the way he does things?

 4. Say a brief prayer to Jehovah. Tell him what you learned from your Bible study and how you plan to apply the material in your life. Always thank Jehovah for the gift he has given you​—his Word, the Holy Bible!

[Picture]

“Your word is a lamp to my foot, and a light to my roadway.”​—Psalm 119:105.

[Box/​Picture on page 294]

First Things First

Too busy to pray? No time for Bible study? Often, it comes down to how you set your priorities.

  Try this experiment: Take a bucket, and place several large rocks inside it. Now fill the bucket with sand​—all the way to the top. You now have a bucket full of rocks and sand.

  Now empty the bucket, but keep the same sand and rocks. Try the process in reverse: Fill the bucket with sand, and then try to place the rocks inside the bucket. No room? That’s because this time you put the sand in the bucket first.

  The point? The Bible says: “Make sure of the more important things.” (Philippians 1:10) If you put small things like recreation in first place, you’ll never seem to have enough room in your life for the big things​—spiritual pursuits. But if you follow the Bible’s admonition, you’ll find that you have room for both Kingdom interests and a measure of recreation. It’s all a matter of what you put in your bucket first!

[Picture on page 290]

Like a houseplant, friendship with God requires nurturing if it is to grow



^ (Ps. 10:14) But you do see trouble and distress. You look on and take matters in hand. To you the unfortunate victim turns; You are the helper for the fatherless child.*

Or “the orphan.”


^ (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ (Ps. 1:2, 3) But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.  3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Phil. 4:6) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God;



^ (Ps. 106:1) Praise Jah!* Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures forever.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Ps. 55:22) Throw your burden on Jehovah, And he will sustain you. Never will he allow the righteous one to fall.*

Or “stagger; totter.”


^ (Ps. 34:8) Taste and see that Jehovah is good; Happy is the man who takes refuge in him.



^ (1 Sam. 21:10-15) That day David rose up and continued his flight from Saul, and he eventually came to King Aʹchish of Gath. 11 The servants of Aʹchish said to him: “Is this not David, the king of the land? Is he not the one they sang about when they danced, saying, ‘Saul has struck down his thousands, And David his tens of thousands’?” 12 David took these words to heart, and he became very much afraid of King Aʹchish of Gath. 13 So he disguised his sanity in their presence and acted insane while among them.* He was making marks on the doors of the gate and letting his saliva run down his beard. 14 Finally Aʹchish said to his servants: “You see that this man is crazy! Why bring him to me? 15 Do I have a shortage of crazy men that I need to have this one acting crazy before me? Should this man enter my house?”

Lit., “in their hand.”


^ (Ps. 34:4) I inquired of Jehovah, and he answered me. He rescued me from all my fears.



^ (Matt. 7:7) “Keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you;



^ (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.



^ (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^ (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.



^ (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;









^ ***sjj song 161 To Do Your Will Is My Delight***


SONG 161

To Do Your Will Is My Delight


(Psalm 40:8)


	1. As your Son rose up from the Jordan

And your precious words filled his heart,

He was deeply moved by your purpose,

And he longed to play his part.

He refused to yield to temptation.

He was zealous for your name.

He gave ev’rything he could give you,

And I long to do the same.

(CHORUS)

To do your will is my delight.

I give you all my strength and might.

This joy I feel; this joy is real.

I will walk on in your light.

To do your will is my delight.

I have a hope so clear and bright.

Your love I feel; your love is real.

I will praise you day and night.

It’s my delight.





	2. As I’ve come to know you, Jehovah,

I’ve found happiness deep inside.

I will gladly speak as your witness,

And your truth I will not hide.

Serving side by side with my brothers,

There’s no better way to live.

I will bear your name, oh, so proudly.

I’ll give all that I can give.

(CHORUS)

To do your will is my delight.

I give you all my strength and might.

This joy I feel; this joy is real.

I will walk on in your light.

To do your will is my delight.

I have a hope so clear and bright.

Your love I feel; your love is real.

I will praise you day and night.

It’s my delight.

Your will is my delight.









(See also Ps. 40:3, 10.)





^ (Ps. 40:8) To do your will, O my God, is my delight,* And your law is deep within me.

Or “desire.”


^ (Ps. 40:3) Then he put a new song in my mouth, Praise to our God. Many will look on in awe And put their trust in Jehovah.



^ (Ps. 40:10) I do not cover over your righteousness in my heart. I declare your faithfulness and salvation. I do not hide your loyal love and your truth in the great congregation.”















^ ***sjj song 162 My Spiritual Need***


SONG 162

My Spiritual Need


(Matthew 5:3)


	1. There is a need in each heart

God put within from the start:

Yearning to know what life is for,

Thirsting for something more.

Though some may search in despair,

God’s Word has always been there—

Words that bring hope, joy that is real,

Happiness I can feel.

(CHORUS)

I’ll praise Jehovah each day,

Walk in his light, follow his way.

I’ll give Jehovah my life,

Trusting that he’ll provide.

I will always feed

My spiritual need.





	2. I know I need to make time

Thinking on truths that I find,

Feeding my faith, helping me see

How to be truly free.

Though some may choose to ignore,

I’ll pray they open the door.

Then they can feel true peace of mind,

Happiness just like mine.

(CHORUS)

I’ll praise Jehovah each day,

Walk in his light, follow his way.

I’ll give Jehovah my life,

Trusting that he’ll provide.

I will always feed

My spiritual need.

I’ll praise Jehovah each day,

Walk in his light, follow his way.

I’ll give Jehovah my life,

Trusting that he’ll provide.

I will always feed

My spiritual need.

I’ll praise Jehovah each day,

Walk in his light, follow his way.

I’ll give Jehovah my life,

Trusting that he’ll provide.

I will always feed

My spiritual need.









(See also Ps. 1:1, 2; 112:1; 119:97; Isa. 40:8; Matt. 5:6; 16:24; 2 Tim. 4:4.)





^ (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.



^ (Ps. 1:1, 2) Happy is the man who does not walk according to the advice of the wicked And does not stand on the path of sinners And does not sit in the seat of scoffers.  2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Ps. 112:1) Praise Jah!* Happy is the man who fears Jehovah, Who takes great pleasure in his commandments.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Ps. 119:97) How I do love your law! I ponder over* it all day long.

Or “study.”


^ (Isa. 40:8) The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, But the word of our God endures forever.”



^ (Matt. 5:6) “Happy are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since they will be filled.*

Or “satisfied.”


^ (Matt. 16:24) Then Jesus said to his disciples: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake and keep following me.



^ (2 Tim. 4:4) They will turn away from listening to the truth and give attention to false stories.









^ ***sjj song 94 Grateful for God’s Word***


SONG 94

Grateful for God’s Word


(Philippians 2:16)


	1. Jehovah, our Father, we want to express

How grateful we are that your Word we possess!

All Scripture is inspired;

its truth has set us free.

Its light gives us knowledge; the truth we can see.



	2. Your Word has the power to reach deep inside.

Our thoughts and intentions, it helps to divide.

Your laws are clear and perfect,

your judgments ever true.

Your principles guide us in all that we do.



	3. Your Word, O Jehovah, has human appeal.

Your prophets were like us; they felt what we feel.

Please help us build a strong faith

that follows what is heard.

We thank you, Jehovah, for your precious Word!







(See also Ps. 19:9; 119:16, 162; 2 Tim. 3:16; Jas. 5:17; 2 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Phil. 2:16) keeping a tight grip on the word of life. Then I may have reason for rejoicing in Christ’s day, knowing that I did not run in vain or work hard in vain.



^ (Ps. 19:9) The fear of Jehovah is pure, lasting forever. The judgments of Jehovah are true, altogether righteous.



^ (Ps. 119:16) I am fond of your statutes. I will not forget your word.



^ (Ps. 119:162) I rejoice over your saying Like someone who finds great spoil.



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^ (Jas. 5:17) E·liʹjah was a man with feelings like ours, and yet when he prayed earnestly for it not to rain, it did not rain on the land for three years and six months.



^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”
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Judge Rutherford says:

CEYT IS conceded that
all the nations are
approsching a time

of great conflict. The peo-

plo should mow be told
the reason why the conflict
is sure to come and what
will be the remlt. The rea-

aon s plain. The remedy s

certain, The should

have fhe evidence before
them and then each ome

Judge what course he shall

take.

“CONDITIONS: Cor-
ruption and offical lawless-
ness are brasenly manifested
fn all the nstons. The peo-
Ples ave misroprovented, op-
pressed and robbed by the
profiteers and comsclenceless
politicians, who are sided in
thelz unrighteous work by &
faithlens clergy. War has
benkrupted Europe and de-
 morslized America. Science
is employed to make the
next war more disbalical

“CAUSES: Satan the
ememmy has furned the minds
of the people away from the
trus God end all righteous-
ness. Modern clergymen
have misrepresented  God
and the Bible and turned
the people away from the
truih, They haro connived
with and encowraged the
‘profiteers and comscienceless
‘politicians in thelr unright-
eous course of extrems sell-
ishness, The conditions ex-
{sting in ancient Egypt fm-
mediately preceding her
great fall now exiet the
orld over. The time draws
near when God will make
for himself & name in the
earth,

"CONFLICT: The con-
fict bebween the foroes of
beaven and earth 1s fmpend-
ing and about to begin. The

b prophets of old foretald it;

T7iog on o the mighty con-
fict,

the physleal facts prove it.
No power under beaven can
zow preveat ity

WBBR-WORD are the only radio sations that Judge Rutherford.
exclosvely.

serves

“RESULT: Confliots In
the past have caused the fall
of world powers. Concern-
ing the one now impending
Jesus says: Tt will be &
time of tribulation such as
the world has never known
and it will bo the last.

“HOPE for the people
lies in their obtaining &
Inowledge of God and his
‘plan of salvation. The tims
is du for the peapls to obe
tain this knowledge. Mil-
Tions of people will dis fn
the great battle of Armsged-
don but many ofher millions
il survive and those knom-
ing of and obeying the di-
vine plan will continus to
live on earth and never dia.
Earth's darkest hour is ap-
‘proaching and yet it is to be
followed by fhe time of
greatest prosperity, bappl-

and blessing ever

The earth will bo-
come a fit place on which to
live, To aid the people in
obtaining & Imovledge of
thesa facts is my solo pur-
poso of delivering lectures.”

President, International Bible Students Association
———r—

TATESMEN of the world frecly assert that all the nations are
making elaborate preparations for war and that the greatest
conflict of all time s imminent. These statesmen are bewil-

dered. They are unable to give a reason for the cessation of h
tilities in 1918 and are less able to give a reason why the nations
are now preparing for war. Hear what the Bible foretells.

Judge Rutherford’s Lecture

Earth’s
Greatest Conflict
Near

New
Madison Square Garden

8th Ave., and soth St.

Sunday, October 17
3 o’clock

SEATS FREE NO COLLECTION

‘THIS LECTURE WILL NO:
BROADCAST

T BE Judge Rutherford's Iatest book, DELIVERANCE, s now availble
with Lecture Secies, 35¢ postpald. Address LBS.A., Brookiyn, .

International Bible Students Association
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