
[image: The Watchtower, July 2026]






	
Study Edition


	
Table of Contents


	
Learn From the Gibeonites


	
Find Comfort in the Book of Isaiah


	
Are You Getting to Know Jehovah Better?


	
Help Others Come to Know Jehovah


	
Allowing Jehovah to Refine Me


	
Repair the Damage Quickly!


	
Prepare Upbuilding Comments


	
Page Navigation







	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	10

	11

	12

	13

	14

	15

	16

	17

	18

	19

	20

	21

	22

	23

	24

	25

	26

	27

	28

	29

	30

	31

	32







[image: Ebed-melech and several men pulling Jeremiah out of a cistern with a rope. Other armed men stand alert.]




Study Edition

JULY 2026

STUDY ARTICLES FOR: SEPTEMBER 7–OCTOBER 4, 2026


© 2026 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania




This publication is not for sale. It is provided as part of a worldwide Bible educational work supported by voluntary donations. To make a donation, please visit donate.jw.org.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the modern-language New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures.







Table of Contents


IN THIS ISSUE

Study article for September 7-13, 2026

 2  Learn From the Gibeonites

Study article for September 14-20, 2026

 8  Find Comfort in the Book of Isaiah

Study article for September 21-27, 2026

14  Are You Getting to Know Jehovah Better?

Study article for September 28, 2026–October 4, 2026

20  Help Others Come to Know Jehovah

26  Life Story​—Allowing Jehovah to Refine Me

31  Repair the Damage Quickly!

32  Study Tip​—Prepare Upbuilding Comments










SEPTEMBER 7-13, 2026




SONG 88 Make Me Know Your Ways



Learn From the Gibeonites



“The inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and remained among them.”​—JOSH. 10:1.




FOCUS

Identify lessons we can learn from the Gibeonites and from the way Jehovah dealt with them.




1-2. Why should we be interested in what the Bible says about the Gibeonites?


Your answer



THE year is 1473 B.C.E. The nation of Israel has just begun its conquest of the Promised Land. The Israelites have won extraordinary victories over the cities of Jericho and Ai. But later, something unexpected happens. A group of travelers comes to them, claiming to be from a distant land and seeking to establish a peace agreement with God’s people.

2 Those travelers are the Gibeonites. This is the first time that the Gibeonites are mentioned in the Bible record, but it is not the last. A number of Bible accounts reveal that the Gibeonites were closely associated with the Israelites throughout the following centuries. These accounts contain valuable lessons for us, and they reveal much about Jehovah God.

ACT WITH FAITH AND HUMILITY

 3. (a) Who were the Gibeonites? (b) Why did they seek peace with Israel?


Your answers



3 When the Israelites began their conquest of the land of Canaan, the Gibeonites lived in the fortified city of Gibeon. They were part of the Hivite nation, one of the seven Canaanite nations that were “more populous and mightier” than the Israelites. (Deut. 7:1) So the Gibeonites were a militarily strong people. (Josh. 10:2) Unlike the other Canaanites, however, they realized that resisting Israel would be pointless. They could see that Jehovah was fighting for his people, and they knew that he had promised to drive the Canaanites out of the land. (Ex. 34:11; Josh. 9:24) So after the Israelites conquered Jericho and Ai, the Gibeonites sent a delegation* to Joshua at Gilgal in an effort to seek peace.

 4. (a) As shown at Joshua 9:8-13, how did the Gibeonites trick Israel into making a covenant of peace? (See also picture.) (b) What happened when their deception was discovered?


Your answers



4 Read Joshua 9:8-13. The Gibeonites pretended to be from a distant land. They acknowledged that Jehovah had a hand in Israel’s military success against Egypt and the Amorite Kings Sihon and Og. But wisely, they did not mention what had happened to Jericho and Ai, since such recent news could not yet have reached their so-called “very distant land.” Without consulting Jehovah, Israel’s representatives accepted the evidence that the Gibeonites presented and made a covenant of peace with them. (Josh. 9:14, 15) Shortly thereafter, the Gibeonites’ deception was discovered, but the Israelites stuck to their peace agreement with the Gibeonites because they had “sworn an oath to them by Jehovah.” (Josh. 9:16-19) The Gibeonites were given the humble assignment to serve indefinitely as “gatherers of wood and drawers of water for the assembly and for Jehovah’s altar.”​—Josh. 9:27.



[image: A group of Gibeonite men kneeling and pleading with Joshua and other Israelite soldiers. The Gibeonites present their worn clothing and wine skins.]

The Gibeonites tricked Joshua into making peace with them (See paragraph 4)







 5. In what ways did the Gibeonites show faith in Jehovah?


Your answer



5 On hearing that the Gibeonites had made peace with Israel, five Amorite kings banded together to attack Gibeon. The Gibeonites appealed to Joshua for help. (Josh. 10:3-7) Joshua led Israel in a rescue operation, and their efforts were blessed. Jehovah even hurled down great hailstones on the enemy Amorite forces and miraculously extended the daylight for battle. (Josh. 10:9-14) By seeking a covenant of peace with Israel and by appealing to Joshua for help when threatened, the Gibeonites showed faith in Jehovah​—faith in his ability to fulfill his word and to rescue them.

 6. What do we learn about Jehovah from the way he treated the Gibeonites during Israel’s conquest of the Promised Land?


Your answer



6 What does this account teach us about Jehovah? Jehovah is humble and merciful. He had previously instructed Israel to “drive away all the inhabitants of the land,” which included the Gibeonites. (Num. 33:51, 52) Yet, in support of the covenant of peace Israel made with them, Jehovah mercifully permitted the Gibeonites to live. Jehovah did so even though the Israelites failed to consult him before entering into that covenant. He then helped Israel to stick to their agreement and miraculously rescued the Gibeonites.​—Josh. 9:26; 11:19.

 7. How can we imitate the Gibeonites’ faith and humility? (See also picture.)


Your answer



7 How can we imitate the Gibeonites? By cultivating strong faith in Jehovah. Since we know so much more about Jehovah than did the Gibeonites at that time, we have even more reasons to trust in Jehovah completely. (Ps. 40:4, 5) We can also imitate the Gibeonites by being willing to do humble tasks in Jehovah’s service. (Josh. 9:23, 27) A young brother named Luke will never forget the time when he saw an older brother of the Bethel family do just that. Although that Bethelite cared for a weighty and somewhat prominent assignment, he quietly volunteered for a night shift to watch the local Kingdom Hall site while it was under construction. Luke says: “I learned that humility is not simply a feeling. It is expressed by what we choose to do or not do.” May we express our faith in Jehovah daily by relying on him when we face difficult situations and by humbly caring for any theocratic assignment.



[image: Collage: Examples of doing humble tasks willingly. 1. A Gibeonite man carries a water jug. 2. An older brother gardens at a Kingdom Hall.]

Imitate the Gibeonites by being willing to do humble work (See paragraph 7)







WAIT ON JEHOVAH TO CORRECT INJUSTICE

 8. What crime did King Saul commit against the Gibeonites?


Your answer



8 The Gibeonites are mentioned again in the Bible record centuries later. King Saul turned against the Gibeonites living in Israel. “In his zeal for the people of Israel and Judah,” he attempted to wipe the Gibeonites out.* As a result, a number of them were murdered. (2 Sam. 21:2, 5, 6) What an injustice! Saul broke the long-standing covenant of peace that existed between Israel and the Gibeonites.

 9. When was the injustice against the Gibeonites finally addressed?


Your answer



9 This terrible injustice against the Gibeonites was not immediately addressed. In fact, it was not until the reign of Saul’s successor, King David, that Jehovah brought the matter to the attention of the nation by means of a three-year famine. When David asked about the reason for the famine, Jehovah told him that Saul and his household were bloodguilty because of the way they had mistreated the Gibeonites years earlier.​—2 Sam. 21:1.

10. As recorded at 2 Samuel 21:3-6, how did the Gibeonites show respect for God’s Law in what they said to David?


Your answer



10 Read 2 Samuel 21:3-6. David spoke to the Gibeonites to try to determine what could be done to atone for Saul’s crime against them. Would they try to get rich by making David pay for not acting earlier in their behalf? The Gibeonites rightly answered that it was “not a matter of silver or gold” because, according to the Law, no ransom could be accepted for a murderer. (Num. 35:30, 31) They also recognized that they could not put a man to death without legal authorization. In the end, David authorized the execution of seven of Saul’s male descendants who may have had some share in Saul’s attempted genocide. Sometime later, the rains came, ending the famine and signaling that the injustice had been avenged to Jehovah’s satisfaction.​—2 Sam. 21:9, 10, 14.

11. What can we learn about Jehovah from this account?


Your answer



11 What does this account teach us about Jehovah? We see clear evidence that Jehovah is a just God. (Ps. 37:28) He wants all people to be treated fairly. That includes even those who may be discriminated against, as is often the case with foreigners and minorities. In his due time, Jehovah will correct any injustices that his worshippers may have experienced. We also learn that Jehovah expects us to keep our promises, just as he expected the Israelites to keep their promise of peace with the Gibeonites.​—Compare Amos 1:9.

12. How can we imitate the Gibeonites when dealing with an injustice?


Your answer



12 How can we imitate the Gibeonites? Even when mistreated by our brothers and sisters, we can wait patiently on Jehovah. By doing so, we show that we trust that Jehovah will correct matters in his due time. Consider the example of Sister Laura French. She began serving at Canada Bethel in 1926. About ten years later, she became the victim of a terrible injustice. She was wrongly accused of being involved with a group of apostates, and she was dismissed from Bethel. What would she do? Although she felt hurt, she never complained. She spent the next four years zealously serving as a pioneer. To her surprise and delight, in 1940 she was invited to return to Bethel, where she continued to serve faithfully until she finished her earthly course some 50 years later. Like Sister French, we can overcome an injustice by persevering in doing what is right and by waiting on Jehovah to correct matters in his due time.​—Isa. 26:3, 4.

LOYALLY SUPPORT TRUE WORSHIP

13. Who were “the Nethinim,” and what did they do after the Babylonian exile?


Your answer



13 About 500 years after the time of King David, the Gibeonites appear again in the Bible record. The 70-year Babylonian exile had come to an end, and in 537 B.C.E., the first group of Jewish exiles returned to Jerusalem with Governor Zerubbabel. (Ezra 2:1, 2, 58) In 468 B.C.E., another group returned but with Ezra the copyist. (Ezra 7:1-7) Both of those relatively small groups of returning exiles included families of “the Nethinim.” (See footnotes on Ezra 2:58 and 7:7.) Who were the Nethinim? They were “non-Israelite temple servants, or ministers,” and many of them were likely descendants of the Gibeonites.​—See Glossary, “Nethinim.”

14. How did the Gibeonites show loyalty to Jehovah? (1 Chronicles 9:2 and footnote)


Your answer



14 Read 1 Chronicles 9:2 and footnote. “The temple servants” were among the first exiles to return to Israel. That is significant because not all of the Jews in exile returned. Many Jews no doubt had found a measure of prosperity in Babylon, and they were unwilling to make the sacrifices required to return and help rebuild their devastated homeland. But faithful exiles, including some who were likely descendants of the Gibeonites, longed to see true worship reestablished at the temple in Jerusalem, and they made every effort to return. Unlike the Jews, the descendants of the Gibeonites did not have an inheritance of land in Israel. Yet, they returned to care for their temple duties and even to help repair Jerusalem’s walls.​—Neh. 3:26.

15. What does the account of the Gibeonites teach us about Jehovah?


Your answer



15 What does this account teach us about Jehovah? We learn that our God greatly appreciates his loyal worshippers and always takes care of them. By the time the Babylonian exile ended, almost 1,000 years had passed since Jehovah saved the Gibeonites during Israel’s conquest of the Promised Land. Yet, he continued to bless them. Descendants of the Gibeonites survived the destruction of Judah and Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. After the exile, they continued to be closely involved with true worship, ministering with the Levites at the temple. Some apparently lived near the temple. (Ezra 2:70; Neh. 11:21) And they received an exemption from paying tax, tribute, and toll on account of their temple work.​—Ezra 7:24.

16. How can we imitate the Gibeonites when it comes to our worship?


Your answer



16 How can we imitate the Gibeonites? We too want to do all we can to support true worship. We willingly make sacrifices to serve Jehovah because we love him and want to please him. That was true of Alwin, a brother in the Philippines. He had a high-paying job working for an oil company. But he wanted to do more in his service to Jehovah. Whenever the circuit overseer visited his congregation, Alwin took time off from work to support the visit and enjoyed having a greater share in the ministry. After some time and many prayers, Alwin decided to quit his job and find one that would allow him to serve as a regular pioneer. Doing so would involve making financial sacrifices. Still, he reached his goal. His wife joined him in the pioneer ministry, and as a couple they have been able to help 21 people learn the truth. No doubt, Jehovah values this couple’s efforts. We too can be confident that Jehovah appreciates any sacrifices we make in his service, and as a result, he will always care for our needs.​—Matt. 6:33.

17. What have we learned by reviewing Bible accounts about the Gibeonites?


Your answer



17 The Bible accounts about the Gibeonites shed light on Jehovah’s endearing personality. He is humble, merciful, just, and loyal. He always rewards his faithful worshippers. These Bible accounts also contain a number of practical lessons. Like the Gibeonites, we want to have strong faith in Jehovah, relying on him when faced with frightening events. Such faith will also move us to care humbly for any theocratic assignment we may receive. We want to wait patiently on Jehovah, confident that he will ultimately correct all injustices. And we support true worship with zeal and loyalty. As we do, we will show that we have learned valuable lessons from the Gibeonites.



WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE GIBEONITES ABOUT . . .


	  showing faith and humility?


Your answer





	  dealing with an injustice?


Your answer





	  loyally supporting true worship?


Your answer












SONG 148 Jehovah Provides Escape



^  The Gibeonite delegation apparently also represented the people of three other Hivite cities: Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim.​—Josh. 9:17.


^  The Bible does not specifically say why Saul committed this crime. Some scholars have suggested that Saul was motivated by nationalistic fervor.






^ (Josh. 10:1) As soon as King A·doʹni-zeʹdek of Jerusalem heard that Joshua had captured Aʹi and devoted it to destruction, doing to Aʹi and its king just as he had done to Jerʹi·cho and its king, and how the inhabitants of Gibʹe·on had made peace with Israel and remained among them,



^  (Deut. 7:1) “When Jehovah your God brings you into the land you are about to enter and take possession of, he will also clear away populous nations from before you: the Hitʹtites, the Girʹga·shites, the Amʹor·ites, the Caʹnaan·ites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Hiʹvites, and the Jebʹu·sites, seven nations more populous and mightier than you are.



^  (Josh. 10:2) he was greatly alarmed, because Gibʹe·on was a great city, like one of the royal cities. It was greater than Aʹi, and all its men were warriors.



^  (Ex. 34:11) “Pay attention to what I am commanding you today. Here I am driving out from before you the Amʹor·ites, the Caʹnaan·ites, the Hitʹtites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Hiʹvites, and the Jebʹu·sites.



^  (Josh. 9:24) They answered Joshua: “It was because your servants were plainly told that Jehovah your God had commanded Moses his servant to give you all the land and to annihilate all its inhabitants from before you. So we were afraid for our lives* because of you, and that is why we did this.

Or “souls.”


^ (Josh. 9:8-13) They replied to Joshua: “We are your servants.”* Then Joshua said to them: “Who are you, and where do you come from?” 9 At this they said to him: “Your servants have come from a very distant land out of regard for the name of Jehovah your God, because we have heard about his fame and about all he did in Egypt 10 and about all he did to the two kings of the Amʹor·ites who were on the other side* of the Jordan, King Siʹhon of Heshʹbon and King Og of Baʹshan, who was in Ashʹta·roth. 11 So our elders and all the inhabitants of our land told us, ‘Take provisions with you for the journey and go to meet them. Tell them: “We will be your servants; now make a covenant with us.”’ 12 This bread that we took as our provisions was still hot on the day we left our houses to come here to you. Now you can see it is dry and crumbly. 13 And these wineskins were new when we filled them, but now they have burst. And our garments and sandals have worn out because of the great length of the journey.”

Or “slaves.”
That is, the east side.


^  (Josh. 9:8-13) They replied to Joshua: “We are your servants.”* Then Joshua said to them: “Who are you, and where do you come from?” 9 At this they said to him: “Your servants have come from a very distant land out of regard for the name of Jehovah your God, because we have heard about his fame and about all he did in Egypt 10 and about all he did to the two kings of the Amʹor·ites who were on the other side* of the Jordan, King Siʹhon of Heshʹbon and King Og of Baʹshan, who was in Ashʹta·roth. 11 So our elders and all the inhabitants of our land told us, ‘Take provisions with you for the journey and go to meet them. Tell them: “We will be your servants; now make a covenant with us.”’ 12 This bread that we took as our provisions was still hot on the day we left our houses to come here to you. Now you can see it is dry and crumbly. 13 And these wineskins were new when we filled them, but now they have burst. And our garments and sandals have worn out because of the great length of the journey.”

Or “slaves.”
That is, the east side.


^  (Josh. 9:14, 15) At that the men took* some of their provisions, but they did not inquire of Jehovah. 15 So Joshua made peace with them and made a covenant with them to let them live, and that is what the chieftains of the assembly swore to them in an oath.

Or “examined.”


^  (Josh. 9:16-19) At the end of three days, after they made a covenant with them, they heard that they lived nearby, in their vicinity. 17 Then the Israelites set out and came to their cities on the third day; their cities were Gibʹe·on, Che·phiʹrah, Be·erʹoth, and Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim. 18 But the Israelites did not attack them, because the chieftains of the assembly had sworn an oath to them by Jehovah the God of Israel. So all the assembly began to murmur against the chieftains. 19 At this all the chieftains said to the entire assembly: “Since we swore an oath to them by Jehovah the God of Israel, we are not allowed to hurt them.



^  (Josh. 9:27) But that day Joshua made them gatherers of wood and drawers of water for the assembly and for Jehovah’s altar at the place that He should choose, and they remain so to this day.



^  (Josh. 10:3-7) So A·doʹni-zeʹdek king of Jerusalem sent this message to Hoʹham king of Hebʹron, Piʹram king of Jarʹmuth, Ja·phiʹa king of Laʹchish, and Deʹbir king of Egʹlon: 4 “Come to my aid, and let us attack Gibʹe·on, because it has made peace with Joshua and the Israelites.” 5 At this the five kings of the Amʹor·ites—the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebʹron, the king of Jarʹmuth, the king of Laʹchish, and the king of Egʹlon—gathered together along with their armies, and they marched on and encamped against Gibʹe·on to fight against it. 6 Then the men of Gibʹe·on sent word to Joshua at the camp at Gilʹgal: “Do not forsake* your slaves. Come quickly! Rescue us and help us! All the kings of the Amʹor·ites from the mountainous region have gathered against us.” 7 So Joshua went up from Gilʹgal with all the fighting men and the mighty warriors.

Lit., “let your hand drop from.”


^  (Josh. 10:9-14) Joshua came against them by surprise after marching all night long from Gilʹgal. 10 Jehovah threw them into confusion before Israel, and they inflicted a great slaughter on them at Gibʹe·on, pursuing them by way of the ascent of Beth-hoʹron and striking them down as far as A·zeʹkah and Mak·keʹdah. 11 While they were fleeing from Israel and were on the descent of Beth-hoʹron, Jehovah hurled great hailstones from the sky on them as far as A·zeʹkah, and they perished. In fact, more died from the hail than from the sword of the Israelites. 12 It was then, on the day that Jehovah routed the Amʹor·ites before the eyes of the Israelites, that Joshua said to Jehovah before Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibʹe·on, And moon, over the Valley* of Aiʹja·lon!” 13 So the sun stood still and the moon did not move until the nation could take vengeance on its enemies. Is it not written in the book of Jaʹshar? The sun stood still in the middle of the sky and did not hasten to set for about a whole day. 14 There has never been a day like that one, either before it or after it, when Jehovah listened to the voice of a man, for Jehovah was fighting for Israel.

Or “Low Plain.”


^  (Num. 33:51, 52) “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘You are crossing the Jordan into the land of Caʹnaan. 52 You must drive away all the inhabitants of the land from before you and destroy all their carvings of stone and all their metal statues,* and you should demolish all their sacred high places.

Or “molten statues.”


^  (Josh. 9:26) And that is what he did with them; he saved them from the hands of the Israelites, and they did not kill them.



^  (Josh. 11:19) There was no city that made peace with the Israelites except the Hiʹvites inhabiting Gibʹe·on. They conquered all the others by war.



^  (Ps. 40:4, 5) Happy is the man who trusts in Jehovah And who does not look to the defiant or to those who are false.*  5 How many things you have done, O Jehovah my God, Your wonderful works and your thoughts toward us. None can compare to you; If I were to try to tell and speak of them, They would be too numerous to recount!

Or “to liars.”


^  (Josh. 9:23) From now on you are cursed, and you will always occupy a slave’s position as gatherers of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God.”



^  (Josh. 9:27) But that day Joshua made them gatherers of wood and drawers of water for the assembly and for Jehovah’s altar at the place that He should choose, and they remain so to this day.



^  (2 Sam. 21:2) So the king called the Gibʹe·on·ites and spoke to them. (Incidentally, the Gibʹe·on·ites were not Israelites but Amʹor·ites who remained, and the Israelites had sworn to spare them, but Saul sought to strike them down in his zeal for the people of Israel and Judah.)



^  (2 Sam. 21:5, 6) They said to the king: “The man who exterminated us and schemed to annihilate us from living anywhere in the territory of Israel— 6 let seven of his sons be given to us. We will hang their dead bodies* before Jehovah in Gibʹe·ah of Saul, the chosen one of Jehovah.” The king then said: “I will hand them over.”

Lit., “will expose them,” that is, with arms and legs broken.


^  (2 Sam. 21:1) Now there was a famine in the days of David for three consecutive years, so David consulted Jehovah, and Jehovah said: “There is bloodguilt on Saul and on his house, because he put the Gibʹe·on·ites to death.”



^ (2 Sam. 21:3-6) David said to the Gibʹe·on·ites: “What should I do for you, and how can I make atonement, so that you will bless the inheritance of Jehovah?” 4 The Gibʹe·on·ites said to him: “It is not a matter of silver or gold for us in connection with Saul and his household; nor can we put any man to death in Israel.” At that he said: “Whatever you say, I will do for you.” 5 They said to the king: “The man who exterminated us and schemed to annihilate us from living anywhere in the territory of Israel— 6 let seven of his sons be given to us. We will hang their dead bodies* before Jehovah in Gibʹe·ah of Saul, the chosen one of Jehovah.” The king then said: “I will hand them over.”

Lit., “will expose them,” that is, with arms and legs broken.


^  (2 Sam. 21:3-6) David said to the Gibʹe·on·ites: “What should I do for you, and how can I make atonement, so that you will bless the inheritance of Jehovah?” 4 The Gibʹe·on·ites said to him: “It is not a matter of silver or gold for us in connection with Saul and his household; nor can we put any man to death in Israel.” At that he said: “Whatever you say, I will do for you.” 5 They said to the king: “The man who exterminated us and schemed to annihilate us from living anywhere in the territory of Israel— 6 let seven of his sons be given to us. We will hang their dead bodies* before Jehovah in Gibʹe·ah of Saul, the chosen one of Jehovah.” The king then said: “I will hand them over.”

Lit., “will expose them,” that is, with arms and legs broken.


^  (Num. 35:30, 31) “‘Whoever kills a person* should be put to death as a murderer on the testimony* of witnesses; but no one* will be put to death on the testimony of just one witness. 31 You must take no ransom for the life* of a murderer who is deserving to die, for he should be put to death without fail.

Or “soul.”
Lit., “mouth.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”


^  (2 Sam. 21:9, 10) Then he handed them over to the Gibʹe·on·ites, and they hung their dead bodies on the mountain before Jehovah. All seven of them died together; they were put to death in the first days of harvest, at the start of the barley harvest. 10 Then Rizʹpah the daughter of Aʹiah took sackcloth and spread it out on the rock from the start of harvest until rain poured down from the heavens on the bodies; she did not allow the birds of the heavens to land on them by day nor the wild beasts of the field to come near by night.



^  (2 Sam. 21:14) Then they buried the bones of Saul and of Jonʹa·than his son in the land of Benjamin in Zeʹla in the tomb of Kish his father. After they did everything that the king had commanded, God listened to their entreaties for the land.



^  (Ps. 37:28) For Jehovah loves justice, And he will not abandon his loyal ones. They will always be guarded; But the descendants of the wicked will be done away with.



^  (Amos 1:9) This is what Jehovah says, ‘For three revolts of Tyre, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they handed over a whole group of exiles to Eʹdom, And because they did not remember the covenant of brothers.



^  (Isa. 26:3, 4) You will safeguard those who fully lean on you;* You will give them continuous peace, Because it is in you that they trust.  4 Trust in Jehovah forever, For Jah* Jehovah is the eternal Rock.

Or possibly, “those whose inclination is unshakable.”
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^  (Ezra 2:1, 2) And these were the people of the province* who came up from the captives of the exile, those whom King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon had exiled to Babylon and who later returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own city, 2 those who came with Ze·rubʹba·bel, Jeshʹu·a, Ne·he·miʹah, Se·raiʹah, Re·el·aiʹah, Morʹde·cai, Bilʹshan, Misʹpar, Bigʹvai, Reʹhum, and Baʹa·nah. The number of the Israelite men included:

Or “jurisdictional district.”


^  (Ezra 2:58) All the temple servants* and the sons of the servants of Solʹo·mon were 392.

Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”


^  (Ezra 7:1-7) After these things, during the reign of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes of Persia, Ezʹra* returned. He was the son of Se·raiʹah, son of Az·a·riʹah, son of Hil·kiʹah, 2 son of Shalʹlum, son of Zaʹdok, son of A·hiʹtub, 3 son of Am·a·riʹah, son of Az·a·riʹah, son of Me·raʹioth, 4 son of Zer·a·hiʹah, son of Uzʹzi, son of Bukʹki, 5 son of Ab·i·shuʹa, son of Phinʹe·has, son of El·e·aʹzar, son of Aaron the chief priest. 6 This Ezʹra came up from Babylon. He was a copyist* who was well-versed in* the Law of Moses, which Jehovah the God of Israel had given. The king granted everything he requested, for the hand of Jehovah his God was upon him. 7 Some of the Israelites, the priests, the Levites, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the temple servants,* went up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes.

Meaning “Help.”
Or “scribe.”
Or “He was a skilled copyist of.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”


^  (Ezra 2:58) All the temple servants* and the sons of the servants of Solʹo·mon were 392.

Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”


^  (Ezra 7:7) Some of the Israelites, the priests, the Levites, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the temple servants,* went up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes.

Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”


^ (1 Chron. 9:2) The first inhabitants to return to their possession in their cities were some Israelites, the priests, the Levites, and the temple servants.*

Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”


^  (1 Chron. 9:2) The first inhabitants to return to their possession in their cities were some Israelites, the priests, the Levites, and the temple servants.*

Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”


^  (Neh. 3:26) And the temple servants* who lived in Oʹphel did repair work as far as in front of the Water Gate on the east and the protruding tower.

Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”


^  (Ezra 2:70) And the priests, the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the temple servants* settled in their cities, and all the rest of Israel* settled in their cities.

Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Lit., “all Israel.”


^  (Neh. 11:21) The temple servants* were living in Oʹphel, and Ziʹha and Gishʹpa were in charge of the temple servants.*

Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”


^  (Ezra 7:24) And you are further advised that it is not permitted to impose any tax, tribute, or toll on any of the priests and Levites, musicians, doorkeepers, temple servants,* and workers of this house of God.

Or “Nethinim.” Lit., “given ones.”


^  (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^ (Josh. 9:17) Then the Israelites set out and came to their cities on the third day; their cities were Gibʹe·on, Che·phiʹrah, Be·erʹoth, and Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim.









SEPTEMBER 14-20, 2026




SONG 41 Please Hear My Prayer



Find Comfort in the Book of Isaiah



“This is what Jehovah says: . . . ‘As a mother comforts her son, so I will keep comforting you.’”​—ISA. 66:12, 13.




FOCUS

How meditating on the book of Isaiah can lift our spirits when we feel sad or downhearted.




1-2. How does Jehovah respond when we face situations that make us feel sad?


Your answer



IMAGINE a heartbroken child weeping uncontrollably. Perhaps his family is moving to a new home and this means that he has to leave his friends behind. Or maybe he is devastated about a mistake he made. In such moments, what would a loving mother do? She would gently embrace her child, listen to his tearful concerns, and assure him of her love.

2 In the Bible, Jehovah compares himself to a caring and loving mother who comforts her child. He says: “As a mother comforts her son, so I will keep comforting you.” (Isa. 66:13) Jehovah’s love for us is greater than that of any parent. (Isa. 49:15) Through His Word, the Bible, Jehovah provides us with the comfort and strength we need when we are downhearted or are in distress.​—Rom. 15:4.

 3. What will we consider in this article?


Your answer



3 The book of Isaiah is filled with comforting expressions from Jehovah. (Isa. 40:1) Our loving Father inspired the writing of the book to assure his people during a turbulent period in Judah’s history. We too live in “critical times hard to deal with” and therefore need comfort. (2 Tim. 3:1) Let us consider some verses in the book of Isaiah that can soothe and fortify us when we are (1) faced with an unexpected change in circumstances, (2) plagued with excessive guilt, or (3) grieving the loss of a loved one.

WHEN CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE UNEXPECTEDLY

 4. How could a sudden change in circumstances affect us?


Your answer



4 Our life can take an unexpected turn. (Eccl. 9:11; 1 Cor. 7:31) We could suddenly face a health crisis, a financial hardship, a political upheaval, or a change of assignment. Such changes can make us feel anxious or confused. It is only natural to wonder: ‘Where do I go from here?’ A brother named Joseph, who was transferred to the field after serving for about 17 years at Bethel, says: “I felt lost. It was a huge challenge to start a new life after being at Bethel for so long. I didn’t know where to start.” What assurance does Jehovah provide through Isaiah if we have to deal with an unexpected change in circumstances?

 5. As found at Isaiah 42:16, what assurance does Jehovah provide for us? (See also picture.)


Your answer



5 Read Isaiah 42:16. Jehovah promises to lead those who are figuratively blind along unfamiliar paths and to turn darkness into light. The expressions “blind,” “unfamiliar paths,” “darkness,” and “rugged terrain” may well describe the way we view our future when our circumstances change unexpectedly. We might feel as if we were walking through a dense forest, unsure of the path ahead. Yet, Jehovah assures us that whatever situation we face, he will give us the guidance we need and will never abandon us. He will take us by the hand and lead us through the darkness, shedding light on our way and smoothing out the rough terrain. How does Jehovah do this? By providing us with wise counsel through his Word and his organization. (Ps. 119:105; Isa. 30:21) He also uses our fellow believers and others to assist us in practical ways. Even when the path ahead is unclear and seems difficult, we can trust that Jehovah will lead us with care and understanding.​—Isa. 41:10; 1 Pet. 5:6, 7.



[image: Collage: A couple benefiting from God’s promise found at Isaiah 42:16, which says: “On unfamiliar paths . . ., I will not abandon [you].” 1. The couple pack up to move. 2. They are warmly welcomed by a family in their new congregation.]

Even when your circumstances change unexpectedly, Jehovah will never abandon you (See paragraph 5)*







 6. If our circumstances change unexpectedly, of what can we be sure?


Your answer



6 Joseph, mentioned earlier, explained how he and his wife felt Jehovah’s loving support after they left Bethel. He says: “We saw Jehovah’s loving hand during the transition period. He helped us by means of wonderful brothers and sisters. He cared for our material and emotional needs at just the right time, and he continues to do so.” If your circumstances change unexpectedly, you too can be sure that Jehovah will provide the strength and guidance you need no matter how daunting the change might seem. (Isa. 54:10; 58:11) Joseph adds: “The lyrics from one of our original songs put it nicely, ‘What tomorrow may bring, I do not know, but I know that I won’t face it alone.’* Yes, although things may not go as we plan, one thing is certain: Jehovah will be with us each step of the way.”

WHEN PLAGUED WITH EXCESSIVE GUILT

 7. What struggle may some have because of their past mistakes?


Your answer



7 When we confess a serious sin that we have committed, we receive loving help from the elders and we thereafter work hard not to repeat the sin. (Prov. 28:13; Jas. 5:14-16; 1 John 1:9) However, even after we have been shown mercy, we may still struggle with persistent guilt. We might think, ‘How could Jehovah ever forgive me for what I have done?’ (2 Cor. 2:7) This feeling is understandable because the weight of past mistakes can be heavy and the memory of them can linger. “There is no peace within my bones because of my sin,” King David wrote. “I have grown numb and become completely crushed.” (Ps. 38:3, 8) If you feel this way at times because of past mistakes, the book of Isaiah offers comfort.

8-9. As described at Isaiah 1:18, how complete is Jehovah’s forgiveness?


Your answer



8 Read Isaiah 1:18. Jehovah uses a vivid word picture to describe how completely and thoroughly he forgives our sins. He says that even if our sins “are like scarlet,” he will make them “white as snow.” Scarlet is a bright red color that does not fade easily. Yet, Jehovah assures us that when he forgives us, we will not bear the stain of those sins for the rest of our lives.

9 Consider the example of King David. Although he was guilty of adultery and murder, Jehovah forgave him and later referred to him as a man of integrity. (2 Sam. 11:3, 4, 14, 15; 12:13; 1 Ki. 9:4, 5) Jehovah defined David, not by his mistakes, but by his faithful course. Similarly, Jehovah lovingly forgives us when we repent, and he helps us move forward with a clean conscience. What other assurance can we find in the book of Isaiah when plagued by excessive guilt?

10. What comforting assurance do we find at Isaiah 38:17?


Your answer



10 Read Isaiah 38:17 and footnote. The phrase “you have thrown all my sins behind your back” could also be rendered “you have removed all my sins from your sight.” Jehovah is here depicted as taking the sins of a repentant wrongdoer and throwing them behind Him, where He no longer sees them or thinks about them. According to one reference work, the idea may be expressed: “You have made [my sins] as if they had not happened.” So when Jehovah forgives our sins, to him, it is as though we had never sinned. Once Jehovah forgives us, he will never bring up our past sins to accuse or punish us again. He wipes out the record of those sins completely. He promises: “I will not remember your sins.” (Isa. 43:25) How comforting! If Jehovah, the Supreme Judge, no longer holds our sins against us, who are we to hold them against ourselves?

Never allow your past mistakes to ruin your present happiness



11. Regardless of what we have done in the past, what does Jehovah focus on? (See also picture.)


Your answer



11 Whenever feelings of excessive guilt resurface, we need to remind ourselves of Jehovah’s loving assurances. His forgiveness is real and complete. He is not ashamed of us because of our past mistakes, and he is not like imperfect people who hold a grudge. (Isa. 57:16) What really matters to Jehovah is, not the person we were, but the person we are today and the person we are striving to become. (Isa. 55:7) What a loving and forgiving God we serve! Therefore, may we never allow our past mistakes to ruin our present happiness or to deprive us of future blessings.



[image: Collage: A brother benefiting from the assurance found at Isaiah 38:17, which says: “You have thrown all my sins behind your back.” 1. A brother grieves a past mistake. 2. Later, he happily comments during Pioneer Service School.]

Jehovah does not define us by our past mistakes (See paragraph 11)*







WHEN GRIEVING THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE

12. How might we feel when a loved one dies?


Your answer



12 When someone we love dies, the grief we feel can be overwhelming and the pain of the loss can linger. At times, we might wonder why Jehovah allowed our loved one to die. A brother named Michael lost his parents in a fire. He says: “My heart broke to pieces, and I was angry at Jehovah for allowing them to die. I know that he didn’t cause their death, but he didn’t stop it either.” Perhaps you have felt similarly. In such moments of sorrow, what comfort and hope does Jehovah provide?

13. What promise does Jehovah hold out to us at Isaiah 25:8?


Your answer



13 Read Isaiah 25:8. Jehovah promises to “swallow up death forever.” Imagine the time when death is no more! You will never again have to mourn the loss of someone you loved. (Isa. 35:10) You will never again experience the heartache of looking at a marker that tells you where your loved one is buried. Instead, you have the prospect of always having your loved ones with you, alive and in good health. This promise is not based on wishful thinking but is given by the only one capable of fulfilling it​—God himself.​—Rev. 21:4, 5.

14. How do you feel when you contemplate the hope of the resurrection? (Isaiah 26:19) (See also picture.)


Your answer



14 Read Isaiah 26:19. Not only will Jehovah put an end to death but he will also bring our dead loved ones back to life. Referring to them, he says: “My corpses will rise up.” This indicates that Jehovah now claims personal responsibility for them. He preserves them in his memory. And at his appointed time, he will resurrect them. As the morning dew revives dry vegetation, Jehovah, the Source of all life, will awaken our loved ones from the sleep of death. What a joy it will be to welcome them back!​—Compare Mark 5:42.



[image: Collage: A sister benefiting from God’s promise found at Isaiah 26:19, which says: “Your dead will live.” 1. A grieving mother sits alone in her young deceased daughter’s bedroom, holding a picture frame. 2. She joyfully embraces her resurrected daughter.]

The hope of seeing our loved ones return to life is guaranteed (See paragraph 14)







15. How does the promise of the resurrection help us cope with grief?


Your answer



15 While God’s promise of a resurrection does not eliminate our grief, we can take comfort in knowing that Jehovah has not forgotten our dead loved ones. This hope comforted Michael, quoted earlier. He says: “Isaiah 26:19 helped me to understand that Jehovah has a personal attachment to my parents. He has been keeping them safe in his memory, and he will continue to do so until he delivers them from death in his due time. I find comfort and strength in this.” May we too focus on the promise of being reunited with our dead loved ones. Doing so will make the pain easier to bear.

16. What scripture have you found comforting during a difficult situation?


Your answer



16 We have considered a few verses from the book of Isaiah that can comfort us when we face an unexpected change in our circumstances, when we are plagued by excessive guilt, and when we are grieving. How grateful we are that Jehovah comforts and soothes us by means of his Word! (Ps. 94:19) Is there a scripture that you find particularly comforting when facing a distressing situation? Memorize it if you can, write it out in a journal, or post it where you will see it often. And may you find comfort from the soothing words of our loving heavenly Father, Jehovah.



WHAT COMFORTING THOUGHTS DO YOU FIND AT . . .


	  Isaiah 42:16?


Your answer





	  Isaiah 1:18; 38:17?


Your answer





	  Isaiah 25:8; 26:19?


Your answer












SONG 3 Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence



^  The lyrics are taken from the original song entitled “I Know Jehovah’s With Me.”




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A couple who left Bethel are welcomed by their new congregation.


^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A brother leaves his past behind and enjoys attending Pioneer Service School.






^ (Isa. 66:12, 13) For this is what Jehovah says: “Here I am extending to her peace just like a river And the glory of nations like a flooding torrent. You will nurse and be carried on the hip, And you will be bounced on the knees. 13 As a mother comforts her son, So I will keep comforting you; And over Jerusalem you will be comforted.



^  (Isa. 66:13) As a mother comforts her son, So I will keep comforting you; And over Jerusalem you will be comforted.



^  (Isa. 49:15) Can a woman forget her nursing child Or have no compassion for the son of her womb? Even if these women forget, I would never forget you.



^  (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.



^  (Isa. 40:1) “Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God.



^  (2 Tim. 3:1) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.



^  (Eccl. 9:11) I have seen something further under the sun, that the swift do not always win the race, nor do the mighty win the battle, nor do the wise always have the food, nor do the intelligent always have the riches, nor do those with knowledge always have success, because time and unexpected events* overtake them all.

Or “unforeseen occurrence.”


^  (1 Cor. 7:31) and those making use of the world as those not using it to the full; for the scene of this world is changing.



^ (Isa. 42:16) I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know And cause them to tread on unfamiliar paths. I will turn the darkness before them into light And turn the rugged terrain into level land. This is what I will do for them, and I will not abandon them.”



^  (Isa. 42:16) I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know And cause them to tread on unfamiliar paths. I will turn the darkness before them into light And turn the rugged terrain into level land. This is what I will do for them, and I will not abandon them.”



^  (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.



^  (Isa. 30:21) And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^  (Isa. 41:10) Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’



^  (1 Pet. 5:6, 7) Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time, 7 while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^  (Isa. 54:10) For the mountains may be removed And the hills may be shaken, But my loyal love will not be removed from you, Nor will my covenant of peace be shaken,” says Jehovah, the One having mercy on you.



^  (Isa. 58:11) Jehovah will always lead you And satisfy you* even in a parched land; He will invigorate your bones, And you will become like a well-watered garden, Like a spring whose waters never fail.

Or “your soul.”


^  (Prov. 28:13) The one covering over his transgressions will not succeed, But whoever confesses and abandons them will be shown mercy.



^  (Jas. 5:14-16) Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.* 15 And the prayer of faith will make the sick one* well, and Jehovah* will raise him up. Also, if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.*

See App. A5.
Or possibly, “tired one.”
See App. A5.
Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”


^  (1 John 1:9) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous so as to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



^  (2 Cor. 2:7) now you should instead kindly forgive and comfort him, so that he may not be overwhelmed by excessive sadness.



^  (Ps. 38:3) My whole body is sick* because of your indignation. There is no peace within my bones because of my sin.

Lit., “There is no sound spot in my flesh.”


^  (Ps. 38:8) I have grown numb and become completely crushed; My anguished heart makes me groan aloud.*

Or “roar.”


^ (Isa. 1:18) “Come, now, and let us set matters straight between us,” says Jehovah. “Though your sins are like scarlet, They will be made as white as snow; Though they are as red as crimson cloth, They will become like wool.



^  (Isa. 1:18) “Come, now, and let us set matters straight between us,” says Jehovah. “Though your sins are like scarlet, They will be made as white as snow; Though they are as red as crimson cloth, They will become like wool.



^  (2 Sam. 11:3, 4) David sent someone to inquire about the woman, and he reported: “Is this not Bath-sheʹba the daughter of E·liʹam and the wife of U·riʹah the Hitʹtite?” 4 Then David sent messengers to bring her. So she came in to him, and he lay down with her. (This happened while she was purifying herself from her uncleanness.*) Afterward, she returned to her house.

Possibly her menstrual uncleanness.


^  (2 Sam. 11:14, 15) In the morning David wrote a letter to Joʹab and sent it by the hand of U·riʹah. 15 He wrote in the letter: “Put U·riʹah in the front lines where the fighting is fiercest. Then retreat from behind him, so that he will be struck down and die.”



^  (2 Sam. 12:13) David then said to Nathan: “I have sinned against Jehovah.” Nathan replied to David: “Jehovah, in turn, forgives your sin.* You will not die.

Or “lets your sin pass by.”


^  (1 Ki. 9:4, 5) And you, if you walk before me as your father David walked, with integrity of heart and with uprightness, by doing everything I have commanded you, and you obey my regulations and my judgments, 5 then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, just as I promised your father David, saying, ‘There will never fail to be a man of your line sitting on the throne of Israel.’



^ (Isa. 38:17) Look! Instead of peace, I had great bitterness; But in your fondness for me,* You preserved me from the pit of destruction. You have thrown all my sins behind your back.*

Or “my soul.”
Or “removed all my sins from your sight.”


^  (Isa. 38:17) Look! Instead of peace, I had great bitterness; But in your fondness for me,* You preserved me from the pit of destruction. You have thrown all my sins behind your back.*

Or “my soul.”
Or “removed all my sins from your sight.”


^  (Isa. 43:25) I, I am the One who is blotting out your transgressions* for my own sake, And I will not remember your sins.

Or “rebellious acts.”


^  (Isa. 57:16) For I will not oppose them forever Or always remain indignant; For a man’s spirit would grow feeble because of me, Even the breathing creatures that I have made.



^  (Isa. 55:7) Let the wicked man leave his way And the evil man his thoughts; Let him return to Jehovah, who will have mercy on him, To our God, for he will forgive in a large way.*

Or “will freely forgive.”


^ (Isa. 25:8) He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.

Or “do away with.”


^  (Isa. 25:8) He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.

Or “do away with.”


^  (Isa. 35:10) Those redeemed by Jehovah will return and come to Zion with a joyful cry. Unending joy will crown their heads. Exultation and rejoicing will be theirs, And grief and sighing will flee away.



^  (Rev. 21:4, 5) And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.” 5 And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful* and true.”

Or “trustworthy.”


^ (Isa. 26:19) “Your dead will live. My corpses* will rise up. Awake and shout joyfully, You residents in the dust! For your dew is as the dew of the morning,* And the earth will let those powerless in death come to life.*

Lit., “A corpse of mine.”
Or possibly, “the dew of herbs (mallows).”
Or “will give birth to those powerless in death.”


^  (Isa. 26:19) “Your dead will live. My corpses* will rise up. Awake and shout joyfully, You residents in the dust! For your dew is as the dew of the morning,* And the earth will let those powerless in death come to life.*

Lit., “A corpse of mine.”
Or possibly, “the dew of herbs (mallows).”
Or “will give birth to those powerless in death.”


^  (Mark 5:42) And immediately the girl rose and began walking. (She was 12 years old.) And at once they were beside themselves with great ecstasy.



^  (Isa. 26:19) “Your dead will live. My corpses* will rise up. Awake and shout joyfully, You residents in the dust! For your dew is as the dew of the morning,* And the earth will let those powerless in death come to life.*

Lit., “A corpse of mine.”
Or possibly, “the dew of herbs (mallows).”
Or “will give birth to those powerless in death.”


^  (Ps. 94:19) When anxieties* overwhelmed me,* You comforted and soothed me.*

Or “disquieting thoughts.”
Or “became many inside of me.”
Or “Your consolations soothed my soul.”


^ (Isa. 42:16) I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know And cause them to tread on unfamiliar paths. I will turn the darkness before them into light And turn the rugged terrain into level land. This is what I will do for them, and I will not abandon them.”



^ (Isa. 1:18) “Come, now, and let us set matters straight between us,” says Jehovah. “Though your sins are like scarlet, They will be made as white as snow; Though they are as red as crimson cloth, They will become like wool.



^ (Isa. 38:17) Look! Instead of peace, I had great bitterness; But in your fondness for me,* You preserved me from the pit of destruction. You have thrown all my sins behind your back.*

Or “my soul.”
Or “removed all my sins from your sight.”


^ (Isa. 25:8) He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.

Or “do away with.”


^ (Isa. 26:19) “Your dead will live. My corpses* will rise up. Awake and shout joyfully, You residents in the dust! For your dew is as the dew of the morning,* And the earth will let those powerless in death come to life.*

Lit., “A corpse of mine.”
Or possibly, “the dew of herbs (mallows).”
Or “will give birth to those powerless in death.”








SEPTEMBER 21-27, 2026




SONG 12 Great God, Jehovah



Are You Getting to Know Jehovah Better?



“Know the God of your father and serve him with a complete heart.”​—1 CHRON. 28:9.




FOCUS

What it means to know Jehovah, why we should want to know him better, and how we can do so.




 1. How do we feel when we contemplate Jehovah’s knowledge, wisdom, and accomplishments?


Your answer



HAVE you ever thought about the depth of Jehovah’s knowledge, the vastness of his wisdom, or the scope of his accomplishments? We are humbled when we think about our Creator. You may feel as did the apostle Paul, who wrote: “O the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments are and beyond tracing out his ways are!”​—Rom. 11:33, 34.

 2. What proves that we can get to know Jehovah?


Your answer



2 Although we will never know everything there is to know about Jehovah, it is possible, to a certain extent, to get to know what he is like. King David told his son Solomon: “Know the God of your father and serve him with a complete heart . . . If you search for him, he will let himself be found by you.” (1 Chron. 28:9) As the apostle John reminded his fellow Christians centuries later, we have “insight so that we may gain the knowledge of the one who is true.” (1 John 5:20) And Jesus himself said that knowledge of Jehovah is available to “anyone to whom the Son is willing to reveal him.”​—Matt. 11:27.

 3. What will we discuss in this article?


Your answer



3 All who dedicated themselves to Jehovah have already learned many things about him. Yet, we never stop “coming to know” Jehovah. (John 17:3; see study note.) We can always learn more about what makes him happy and how to deepen our trust in him. Let us discuss three questions that all of us should consider no matter how long we have served Jehovah: What does it mean to come to know Jehovah? Why should we continue to get to know him better? And how do we get to know him better?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO COME TO KNOW JEHOVAH?

 4. What is involved in coming to know Jehovah?


Your answer



4 We learn what is involved in coming to know Jehovah by considering what he said about the Jews who would return from exile. Jehovah promised: “I will give them a heart to know me, that I am Jehovah.” (Jer. 24:7) Surely those who returned from Babylon already knew basic facts about Jehovah. But their efforts to come to know Jehovah would need to involve their heart, including their feelings and motives. One reference work puts it this way: “There is a marked difference between knowing about God and knowing God. It is comparable to the difference between reading about love and falling in love.” We need to know more than the fact that Jehovah has a name and that he is God. We want to come to know the Person behind the name.

 5. What can we learn from King Josiah regarding what it means to come to know Jehovah?


Your answer



5 As we come to know Jehovah, we learn what makes him happy and what displeases him. To illustrate, consider the example of King Josiah. The Bible says: “In the 8th year of his reign, while he was still a boy, he started to search for the God of David his forefather.” (2 Chron. 34:3) But Josiah did more than study. He acted on what he was learning. Through the prophet Jeremiah, Jehovah said that Josiah “upheld justice and righteousness” and that he defended the afflicted and the poor. Then Jehovah added: “Is that not what it means to know me?”​—Jer. 22:15, 16.

 6. As indicated at Psalm 9:10, how will coming to know Jehovah affect us?


Your answer



6 Read Psalm 9:10. The more we come to know Jehovah, the more we come to trust in him. That principle proved true for the apostle Paul. During his final imprisonment and not long before his death, he wrote: “I am not ashamed. For I know the One whom I have believed.” (2 Tim. 1:12) What Paul had learned and experienced during his life moved him to trust in his God implicitly. As a study note on that verse explains: “Paul . . . was confident that Jehovah would remember his faithful life course until ‘that day’ when He would resurrect him.”

WHY CONTINUE TO GET TO KNOW JEHOVAH?

 7. After we have been serving Jehovah for many years, what could happen?


Your answer



7 Over time, we may not put as much effort into getting to know Jehovah as we did when we first learned about him. Why not? When reading the Bible on our own or along with others at congregation meetings, we may tend to focus on how the information can help us personally in practical ways or how we can use it to help others. The Scriptures encourage us to do that. (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) But the Bible also reveals much about its Author. (Ps. 25:8-10) We should never be so absorbed in how the Bible’s message benefits us or others that we fail to ask ourselves, ‘What does this tell me about Jehovah God?’*

 8. What impact will getting to know Jehovah better have on our friendship with him? (Psalm 73:24-28)


Your answer



8 As we get to know Jehovah better, our friendship with him will grow stronger. For example, how do you feel about Jehovah after you do your daily Bible reading, watch a monthly broadcast, or attend an assembly or a convention? We often feel closer to our heavenly Father. Why? Because we have learned more about him. As a result, we are moved to praise and thank him. We feel like the psalmist who meditated on Jehovah’s care for him and who said: “God is the rock of my heart and my portion forever.” (Read Psalm 73:24-28.) Every effort we make to get to know Jehovah deepens our gratitude for our priceless friendship with him.

 9. When we “take notice of” Jehovah, how will this affect our decisions? Illustrate.


Your answer



9 When we “take notice of” Jehovah​—recalling what we have learned about him and thinking about how our actions affect him—​we will make better decisions. (Prov. 3:5, 6) To illustrate: Many brothers and sisters keep a photograph of their mate on their desk, in their wallet, or on their phone. This helps them to think fondly and often about their mate, to make decisions that they know will please their mate, and to avoid doing anything that would hurt that person. Similarly, the more often we think about Jehovah, the more likely we will be to make choices that please him.​—Ps. 19:13, 14.

10. As we learn about Jehovah, what will we be able to do?


Your answer



10 We are made in Jehovah’s image, which gives us the ability to reflect his qualities. (Gen. 1:26) And the more we learn about Jehovah’s qualities, the better we will understand how to imitate him. Jesus condemned the scribes and Pharisees for their failure to show godly qualities. Although they paid close attention to the minor details of the Law, they “disregarded the weightier matters of the Law, namely, justice and mercy and faithfulness.” (Matt. 23:23) Unlike those religious leaders, let us do our best to understand how Jehovah’s qualities are reflected in his laws and principles. Doing so will help us to demonstrate those very qualities.​—1 John 4:8, 11.

HOW DO WE GET TO KNOW JEHOVAH BETTER?

11. How did you first come to know Jehovah?


Your answer



11 Who introduced you to Jehovah? Perhaps you were raised by Christian parents. They likely related Bible accounts that reveal God’s qualities and taught you how the things he created reflect his personality. Or you may have accepted a Bible study from one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Using a study aid, such as the Enjoy Life Forever! book, your Bible teacher helped you to analyze Scriptural accounts and to learn about Jehovah’s appealing qualities by studying the natural world.* (Neh. 8:8; Acts 14:17) Let us consider how we can continue learning about Jehovah.

12-13. What can we learn about Jehovah from reading the Bible? Give an example. (Jeremiah 39:15-18) (See also picture.)


Your answer



12 First, we can learn more about Jehovah by reading and studying his Word. Sometimes, the Bible specifically identifies God’s qualities. (Ex. 34:6, 7) More often, though, it relates events involving humans and the decisions they made. When you read such accounts, think about what they can teach you about Jehovah.

13 Consider an example. While reading Jeremiah 38:6-13, you learn about the Ethiopian Ebed-melech, who rescued the prophet Jeremiah. Doubtless, you quickly identify ways that you can imitate Ebed-melech’s self-sacrifice, courage, and love for his fellow worshippers. Do you also see what qualities of Jehovah are revealed in this account? (Read Jeremiah 39:15-18.) For instance, what verse indicates that Jehovah is appreciative? Fair? Impartial? What other aspects of Jehovah’s personality do you discern in this account? Whenever you read a passage in God’s Word, identify Jehovah’s qualities that are reflected, and then thank and praise him for those qualities.



[image: Ebed-melech and several men pulling Jeremiah out of a cistern with a rope. Other armed men stand alert.]

Ebed-melech courageously rescues Jeremiah, who was thrown into a cistern (See paragraphs 12-13)







14. What can we do to benefit fully from what we observe in creation?


Your answer



14 Second, we can learn more about Jehovah by meditating on his creative works. (Ps. 145:9, 10) Of course, simply observing the natural world is not enough. Some spend their entire lives studying nature but fail to acknowledge God’s qualities or even his existence! The apostle Paul wrote that God’s “invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made.” (Rom. 1:20) One translation of this verse says that we can perceive God’s qualities because they are “visible . . . to the eye of reason.” So we must think about and reason on what we see in order to discern the qualities of our Creator.

15. What has Patrick done to get to know Jehovah better, and how can you do something similar? (See also picture.)


Your answer



15 Many of us live in urban areas that seem distant from the natural world. If this is your situation, can you still learn lessons from creation? Consider Patrick, who lives in Brazzaville, a large city in the Republic of the Congo. He relates: “I strive to observe creation from my balcony. I often see tiny insects or small birds busily looking for food or for a place to live. Once, I observed some birds making their nest. They found and used materials in our neighborhood that were perfectly suited for welcoming small chicks.” But Patrick did not stop there; he thought deeply about the Creator. He says: “I learned that Jehovah cares about the well-being of his creatures, even those that seem insignificant. This assures me that he also cares about me and will not fail to provide me with what I need.”



[image: A sister at her home in a large city, watering her plants on her balcony and admiring a hummingbird as it feeds on the flowers.]

Get to know Jehovah better by meditating on what you see in creation (See paragraph 15)









16. What helped Mary, Jesus’ mother, come to know Jehovah better, and how can we imitate her? (See also picture.)


Your answer



16 A third way we can get to know Jehovah better is by meditating on our own experiences. That is what Jesus’ mother, Mary, did. She already knew Jehovah well, and she had “found favor with [him].” (Luke 1:30) But then she was given a weighty assignment​—to be the mother of God’s Son. Through the angel Gabriel and Mary’s relative Elizabeth, Jehovah strengthened Mary and reassured her. She later meditated on what her experience had revealed about Jehovah​—including his power, mercy, impartiality, and interest in even the lowly ones. (Luke 1:46-55) Just as Mary was appreciative of God’s support, we are grateful when Jehovah gives us help “at the right time.” (Heb. 4:16) When you receive this help, ask yourself: ‘What has this taught me about Jehovah? Which qualities of Jehovah has this experience revealed?’



[image: Collage: A brother reflecting on a time when he received Jehovah’s support. 1. He anxiously prayed about a congregation assignment. 2. He successfully delivered his part from the platform.]

Get to know Jehovah better by meditating on what he has done for you (See paragraph 16)*







WE WILL NEVER STOP LEARNING

17-18. Why can we say that we will never stop learning about Jehovah?


Your answer



17 Think of how much more we will learn about Jehovah in the new world. We will receive new scrolls that reveal his requirements for us. (Rev. 20:12) We will be able to interact more closely with the natural world. (Isa. 11:6-9) And we will deepen our understanding of our Father as we experience new things, including our loved ones being resurrected and our getting closer to perfection every day.

18 We will never stop getting to know Jehovah. He has already lived for an eternity, so “his understanding is beyond measure.” (Ps. 90:2; 147:5) We “will never find out the work that the true God has made from start to finish.” (Eccl. 3:11) Therefore, regardless of how long we have been in the truth, may we seize every opportunity to learn more about our loving Father.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What does it mean to come to know Jehovah?


Your answer





	  Why should we keep getting to know Jehovah?


Your answer





	  How do we get to know Jehovah better?


Your answer












SONG 28 Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship



^  See the front section in the New World Translation entitled “An Introduction to God’s Word,” question 20.


^  See lesson 07 points 5-7 in the Enjoy Life Forever! book.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A brother who suffers from anxiety meditates on how Jehovah helped him to fulfill his assignment at the midweek meeting.






^ (1 Chron. 28:9) “And you, Solʹo·mon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a complete* heart and with a delightful* soul,* for Jehovah searches through all hearts, and he discerns every inclination of the thoughts. If you search for him, he will let himself be found by you, but if you leave him, he will reject you forever.

Or “completely devoted.”
Or “willing.”
See Glossary.


^  (Rom. 11:33, 34) O the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments are and beyond tracing out his ways are! 34 For “who has come to know Jehovah’s mind, or who has become his adviser?”



^  (1 Chron. 28:9) “And you, Solʹo·mon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a complete* heart and with a delightful* soul,* for Jehovah searches through all hearts, and he discerns every inclination of the thoughts. If you search for him, he will let himself be found by you, but if you leave him, he will reject you forever.

Or “completely devoted.”
Or “willing.”
See Glossary.


^  (1 John 5:20) But we know that the Son of God has come, and he has given us insight* so that we may gain the knowledge of the one who is true. And we are in union with the one who is true, by means of his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and life everlasting.

Lit., “mental perception; intellectual capacity.”


^  (Matt. 11:27) All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one fully knows the Son except the Father; neither does anyone fully know the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son is willing to reveal him.



^  (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^  (Jer. 24:7) And I will give them a heart to know me, that I am Jehovah. They will become my people, and I will become their God, for they will return to me with all their heart.



^  (2 Chron. 34:3) In the 8th year of his reign, while he was still a boy, he started to search for the God of David his forefather; and in the 12th year, he started to cleanse Judah and Jerusalem of the high places and the sacred poles,* the graven images, and the metal statues.*

See Glossary.
Or “molten statues.”


^  (Jer. 22:15, 16) Will you continue reigning because you outdo others in your use of cedar? Your father also ate and drank, But he upheld justice and righteousness, And it went well with him. 16 He defended the legal claim of the afflicted one and the poor one, So that it went well. ‘Is that not what it means to know me?’ declares Jehovah.



^ (Ps. 9:10) Those knowing your name will trust in you; You will never abandon those seeking you, O Jehovah.



^  (Ps. 9:10) Those knowing your name will trust in you; You will never abandon those seeking you, O Jehovah.



^  (2 Tim. 1:12) This is why I am also suffering these things, but I am not ashamed. For I know the One whom I have believed, and I am confident that he is able to guard what I have laid up in trust with him until that day.



^  (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^  (Ps. 25:8-10) Good and upright is Jehovah. That is why he instructs sinners in the way to live.  9 He will guide the meek in what is right,* And he will teach the meek ones his way. 10 All the paths of Jehovah are loyal love and faithfulness For those observing his covenant and his reminders.

Lit., “in judgment.”


^ (Ps. 73:24-28) You guide me with your advice, And afterward you will lead me to glory. 25 Whom do I have in the heavens? And besides you I desire nothing on earth. 26 My body and my heart may fail, But God is the rock of my heart and my portion forever. 27 Truly, those keeping far from you will perish. You will put an end to* everyone who immorally* leaves you. 28 But as for me, drawing near to God is good for me. I have made the Sovereign Lord Jehovah my refuge, To declare all your works.

Lit., “silence.”
Or “unfaithfully.”


^  (Ps. 73:24-28) You guide me with your advice, And afterward you will lead me to glory. 25 Whom do I have in the heavens? And besides you I desire nothing on earth. 26 My body and my heart may fail, But God is the rock of my heart and my portion forever. 27 Truly, those keeping far from you will perish. You will put an end to* everyone who immorally* leaves you. 28 But as for me, drawing near to God is good for me. I have made the Sovereign Lord Jehovah my refuge, To declare all your works.

Lit., “silence.”
Or “unfaithfully.”


^  (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”


^  (Ps. 19:13, 14) And hold your servant back from presumptuous acts; Do not let them dominate me. Then I will be complete, And innocent of blatant sins.* 14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be pleasing to you, O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer.

Or “much transgression.”


^  (Gen. 1:26) Then God said: “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and the domestic animals and all the earth and every creeping animal that is moving on the earth.”



^  (Matt. 23:23) “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because you give the tenth of the mint and the dill and the cumin, but you have disregarded the weightier* matters of the Law, namely, justice and mercy and faithfulness.* These things it was necessary to do, yet not to disregard the other things.

Or “more important.”
Or “faith.”


^  (1 John 4:8) Whoever does not love has not come to know God, because God is love.



^  (1 John 4:11) Beloved ones, if this is how God loved us, then we are also under obligation to love one another.



^  (Neh. 8:8) And they continued reading aloud from the book, from the Law of the true God, clearly explaining it and putting meaning into it; so they helped the people to understand what was being read.*

Or “they gave understanding in the reading.”


^  (Acts 14:17) although he did not leave himself without witness in that he did good, giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying you with food and filling your hearts with gladness.”



^ (Jer. 39:15-18) While Jeremiah was confined in the Courtyard of the Guard, the word of Jehovah came to him, saying: 16 “Go and tell Eʹbed-melʹech the E·thi·oʹpi·an, ‘This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says: “Here I am fulfilling my words on this city for calamity and not for good, and in that day you will see it happen.”’ 17 “‘But I will rescue you in that day,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and you will not be handed over to the men you fear.’ 18 “‘For I will surely provide you with escape, and you will not fall by the sword. You will have your life* as a spoil,* because you trusted in me,’ declares Jehovah.”

Or “soul.”
Or “will escape with your life.”


^  (Ex. 34:6, 7) Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,* 7 showing loyal love to thousands, pardoning error and transgression and sin, but he will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons and upon grandsons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation.”

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^  (Jer. 38:6-13) So they took Jeremiah and threw him into the cistern of Mal·chiʹjah the son of the king, which was in the Courtyard of the Guard. They let Jeremiah down by ropes. Now there was no water in the cistern, only mud, and Jeremiah began to sink down into the mud. 7 Eʹbed-melʹech the E·thi·oʹpi·an, a eunuch* in the king’s house,* heard that they had put Jeremiah into the cistern. Now the king was sitting in the Gate of Benjamin, 8 so Eʹbed-melʹech went out of the king’s house* and spoke to the king, saying: 9 “O my lord the king, what these men have done to Jeremiah the prophet is evil! They have thrown him into the cistern, and he will die there because of the famine, for there is no bread left in the city.” 10 Then the king commanded Eʹbed-melʹech the E·thi·oʹpi·an: “Take 30 men with you from here, and pull Jeremiah the prophet up out of the cistern before he dies.” 11 So Eʹbed-melʹech took the men with him and went into the king’s house* to a place beneath the treasury, and they took from there some worn-out rags and worn-out pieces of cloth and let them down by ropes to Jeremiah in the cistern. 12 Then Eʹbed-melʹech the E·thi·oʹpi·an said to Jeremiah: “Please put the rags and the pieces of cloth between your armpits and the ropes.” Jeremiah did so, 13 and they drew Jeremiah out with the ropes and pulled him up out of the cistern. And Jeremiah remained in the Courtyard of the Guard.

Or “court official.”
Or “palace.”
Or “palace.”
Or “palace.”


^  (Jer. 39:15-18) While Jeremiah was confined in the Courtyard of the Guard, the word of Jehovah came to him, saying: 16 “Go and tell Eʹbed-melʹech the E·thi·oʹpi·an, ‘This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says: “Here I am fulfilling my words on this city for calamity and not for good, and in that day you will see it happen.”’ 17 “‘But I will rescue you in that day,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and you will not be handed over to the men you fear.’ 18 “‘For I will surely provide you with escape, and you will not fall by the sword. You will have your life* as a spoil,* because you trusted in me,’ declares Jehovah.”

Or “soul.”
Or “will escape with your life.”


^  (Ps. 145:9, 10) Jehovah is good to all, And his mercy is evident in all his works. 10 All your works will glorify you, O Jehovah, And your loyal ones will praise you.



^  (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.



^  (Luke 1:30) So the angel said to her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.



^  (Luke 1:46-55) And Mary said: “My soul magnifies Jehovah, 47 and my spirit cannot keep from being overjoyed at God my Savior, 48 because he has looked upon the low position of his slave girl. For look! from now on all generations will declare me happy, 49 because the powerful One has done great deeds for me, and holy is his name, 50 and for generation after generation his mercy is upon those who fear him. 51 He has acted mightily with his arm; he has scattered those who are haughty in the intention of their hearts. 52 He has brought down powerful men from thrones and has exalted lowly ones; 53 he has fully satisfied hungry ones with good things and has sent away empty-handed those who had wealth. 54 He has come to the aid of Israel his servant, remembering his mercy, 55 just as he spoke to our forefathers, to Abraham and to his offspring,* forever.”

Lit., “seed.”


^  (Heb. 4:16) Let us, then, approach the throne of undeserved kindness with freeness of speech, so that we may receive mercy and find undeserved kindness to help us at the right time.



^  (Rev. 20:12) And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and scrolls were opened. But another scroll was opened; it is the scroll of life. The dead were judged out of those things written in the scrolls according to their deeds.



^  (Isa. 11:6-9) The wolf will reside for a while with the lamb, And with the young goat the leopard will lie down, And the calf and the lion* and the fattened animal will all be together;* And a little boy will lead them.  7 The cow and the bear will feed together, And their young will lie down together. The lion will eat straw like the bull.  8 The nursing child will play over the lair of a cobra, And a weaned child will put his hand over the den of a poisonous snake.  9 They will not cause any harm Or any ruin in all my holy mountain, Because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea.

Or “the maned young lion.”
Or possibly, “And the calf and the lion will feed together.”


^  (Ps. 90:2) Before the mountains were born Or you brought forth* the earth and the productive land, From everlasting to everlasting,* you are God.

Or “brought forth as with labor pains.”
Or “From eternity to eternity.”


^  (Ps. 147:5) Our Lord is great and is mighty in power; His understanding is beyond measure.



^  (Eccl. 3:11) He has made everything beautiful* in its time. He has even put eternity in their heart; yet mankind will never find out the work that the true God has made from start to finish.

Or “well-arranged; proper; appropriate.”
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SONG 79 Teach Them to Stand Firm



Help Others Come to Know Jehovah



“This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God.”​—JOHN 17:3.




FOCUS

How to help your Bible students get to know Jehovah, including his qualities and what pleases him and what displeases him.




 1. How do you feel when you see a Bible student making progress?


Your answer



HOW do you feel when a Bible student attends his first congregation meeting, begins to comment, shares his faith with others, and in time decides to dedicate himself to Jehovah God? No doubt you are thrilled! Of course, Jehovah deserves the credit for the spiritual progress our Bible student makes. We praise Jehovah when we see how he helps someone to grow spiritually.​—1 Cor. 3:5-9; 3 John 3, 4.

 2. What is Jehovah’s will for Bible students? (1 Timothy 2:3, 4)


Your answer



2 God’s will is for “all sorts of people” to “be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.” (Read 1 Timothy 2:3, 4.) Jehovah wants people to come to know him and his purposes as fully as possible. (Jer. 9:24) That means taking in accurate knowledge. The original-language word translated “accurate knowledge” means not merely a collection of facts that someone learns but knowledge that “has its full effect on the person,” as one Bible scholar said. When a Bible student comes to know Jehovah, that knowledge affects the way he lives. And it opens to him the prospect of “everlasting life.”​—John 17:3.

 3. What will we discuss in this article?


Your answer



3 Jehovah has given us the privilege of helping others come to know him. In this article, we will discuss the following questions: Why do Bible students need to get to know Jehovah well? How can we teach them what Jehovah is like? And how can we help them put their knowledge of Jehovah to work in their lives?

HELP THE STUDENT TO COME TO KNOW JEHOVAH WELL

 4. In harmony with Mark 12:30, what is our primary objective when conducting a Bible study?


Your answer



4 Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to love Jehovah with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength. (Read Mark 12:30.) A Bible student must come to know Jehovah in order to love him. We want our Bible student to dedicate himself​—not to us, not to a set of teachings, not to an organization—​but to Jehovah. Therefore, our primary objective when conducting a Bible study is to help our student come to know and love Jehovah.

 5. What will love for Jehovah motivate your Bible student to do?


Your answer



5 There is a connection between love and obedience. Once your Bible student comes to know and love Jehovah, he will be moved to obey him. Jesus said: “For the world to know that I love the Father, I am doing just as the Father has commanded me to do.” (John 14:31) Similarly, love for Jehovah​—more than anything else—​will motivate a Bible student to obey him and to stick to him.​—1 John 5:3.

 6. How will knowledge of Jehovah help your Bible student when making decisions? Illustrate.


Your answer



6 Bible students who come to know Jehovah well will be more likely to make wise decisions. To illustrate: A commercial airline pilot does not learn to fly by merely studying flight regulations or taking an exam. He must also log many hours in the cockpit. Over time, he learns how the plane reacts in different conditions and how his decisions affect the plane’s performance. Similarly, a Bible student will come to know Jehovah not only through his study but also by seeing how things turn out for him when he makes decisions in harmony with Scriptural principles. As he grows in knowledge of Jehovah and sees how his heavenly Father helps him, he will be equipped to make good decisions in any circumstance.

 7. How did knowledge of Jehovah help Joseph to make a good decision?


Your answer



7 Knowledge of Jehovah helped Joseph when Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him. From childhood, Joseph had no doubt heard about the accounts of Adam and Eve and of Abraham and Sarah. (Gen. 2:24; 20:3, 6) Joseph could discern from those accounts how Jehovah views marriage and the gift of sexual relations. Joseph came to know Jehovah so well that he rejected the advances of Potiphar’s wife and told her: “How could I commit this great badness and actually sin against God?” (Gen. 39:7-9) Joseph knew what was good and what was bad in Jehovah’s eyes. He understood what would hurt his God. As a result, Joseph made the right decision. If we help our Bible students to get to know Jehovah well and to learn what he is like, they too will make choices that please him.

TEACH HIM WHAT JEHOVAH IS LIKE

 8. How can you use the Enjoy Life Forever! book to help a Bible student come to know Jehovah?


Your answer



8 How, then, can you teach a Bible student what Jehovah is like? Jehovah helped Job to learn more about Him by asking questions​—well over 50 of them! (Job 38:1–41:34) We too can ask questions. The questions found in the Enjoy Life Forever! book are designed to help a student progressively learn about Jehovah’s personality. (See the box “Questions That Help Us Teach.”) So use these questions to help your student come to know Him.



[image: A sister listening to her Bible student answer a question from lesson 17 of the “Enjoy Life Forever!” book.]



Questions That Help Us Teach


The Enjoy Life Forever! book features many questions that progressively teach students about Jehovah. Consider a few examples:

	“How does Jehovah feel about those who preach the good news?” (lesson 21)



	“How does what you have learned about Jehovah and Jesus assure you that their actions [at Armageddon] will be just and fair?” (lesson 33)



	“How does Jehovah feel when you are wise and obey him? Why?” (lesson 34)



	“How do you think Jehovah would feel about our marrying someone who does not love Him?” (lesson 42)



	“How great is Jehovah’s forgiveness?” (lesson 56)



	“How does the way Jehovah deals with sinners show that he is reasonable, merciful, and loving?” (lesson 57)









9-10. (a) What will help Bible students to get the most out of their Bible reading? (James 5:11) (b) Illustrate how a Bible account can reveal what pleases or what displeases Jehovah.


Your answers



9 Early in our interactive Bible course, we encourage students to start a routine of Bible reading.* How can we help them to get the most out of their personal reading? We might suggest that each time they read a Bible passage, they consider why Jehovah included it in his Word and what qualities it reveals about him. Notice how the disciple James did just that when he referred to the story of Job. James drew attention not only to a quality of Job​—his endurance—​but also to qualities of Jehovah​—His tenderness and mercy.​—Read James 5:11.

10 We want our students to discern how each Bible account reveals what pleases or what displeases Jehovah. For example, perhaps our student consults the chart “Get Started Reading the Bible” in the Enjoy Life Forever! book and tells us that he has chosen to read the story of Daniel in the lions’ den. We might encourage him to meditate on such questions as: ‘Why did Jehovah save Daniel? What does this tell me about what makes Jehovah happy?’ (Dan. 6:10, 22) He might also ask himself: ‘What happened to the men who had accused Daniel? What does this tell me about what displeases Jehovah?’ (Dan. 6:4, 5, 24) Finally, he can think about other qualities of Jehovah that are evident in the account.​—Dan. 6:26, 27.

11. How can we help our student to see his Bible study as a gift from Jehovah?


Your answer



11 We are happy when our student appreciates the benefits he receives from his Bible study. However, we should help him to see that the Source of these benefits is Jehovah, the Grand Instructor. (Isa. 30:20, 21) Our student may thank us for what he is learning and perhaps even praise us for the way we teach. While these sincere expressions of gratitude are not wrong, we should try to redirect such praise and gratitude to Jehovah.

HELP HIM PUT HIS KNOWLEDGE TO WORK

12-13. How can getting to know Jehovah help a student when he finds a Bible account difficult to understand? (See also picture.)


Your answer



12 To benefit fully from accurate knowledge, we must use what we know. So how can you help your student to put his knowledge to work? First, teach him to recall what he knows about Jehovah when he reads a Bible account that he finds difficult to understand. While reading about divine judgments, for example, he may wonder why Jehovah executed some people but spared others. How might you help your student to reason on the matter?

13 You can encourage your student to reflect on what he has learned about Jehovah. How precious is life to Jehovah? (2 Pet. 3:9) How far has he gone to save us​—even though we are sinners? (Eph. 2:4, 5) Does Jehovah punish people who do not deserve it? On the other hand, does he allow anyone who deserves punishment to escape it? (Ex. 34:6, 7) Sometimes, a Bible account does not provide the details that would make Jehovah’s decision more understandable to us. However, we do not need those details. We know our God, and we are convinced that our God always does what is right.



[image: Collage: The same sister reviewing with the Bible student what she has learned. 1. Jehovah sits on his heavenly throne. 2. Adam and Eve contemplate eating a forbidden fruit. 3. A heel smashes the head of a serpent. 4. Noah’s ark floats on the waters during the Flood. 5. Moses parts the Red Sea. 6. Rahab’s home remains standing while the walls of Jericho crumble. 7. Ebed-melech pulls Jeremiah out of a cistern. 8. Jesus hangs on a stake.]

Teach your student to recall what he knows about Jehovah when he finds a Bible account difficult to understand (See paragraphs 12-13)







14. How can you help a student if he finds it hard to get along with someone in the congregation?


Your answer



14 Consider a second way a Bible student can put his knowledge of Jehovah to work. Suppose your student is now attending meetings, but he finds it hard to get along with someone in the congregation. Perhaps he has been offended by that publisher. Encourage your student to consider how Jehovah views our brothers and sisters. What sacrifice has Jehovah made to show his love for them? (John 3:16) How important is our Christian unity to him? (Ps. 133:1) How does he feel when we strive to protect that unity? (2 Cor. 13:11) Help your student to see how pleased Jehovah will be when we focus on the positive qualities of others rather than on their faults.

15-16. (a) When facing a major decision, how can a Bible student imitate Jesus? (John 8:29) (b) How did Marianne help her student to make a good decision? (See also picture.)


Your answers



15 Finally, you can help your Bible student to use his knowledge of Jehovah to make good decisions. You might first direct his attention to lesson 35 of the Enjoy Life Forever! book, entitled “How to Make Good Decisions.” However, what if your student has prayed and done research but still struggles to make a decision? He may feel overwhelmed by the number of Bible principles that bear on the topic. You can suggest that he reflect on Jesus’ example. How did Jesus make decisions? He said: “I always do the things pleasing to [my Father].” (Read John 8:29.) Encourage the student to ask himself, ‘Based on what I have researched and on what I have learned about Jehovah, what choice would please him?’ Any decision that pleases Jehovah is a good decision.

16 A woman in Chile who was studying the Bible faced a major decision. She was being pressured by her family to accept a well-paying job that would interfere with her meeting attendance. Her Bible teacher, Marianne, relates: “I urged her to reflect on how her decision would make Jehovah feel. Would he be happy or sad? I also encouraged her to pray to Jehovah specifically about the situation and to observe how he would answer. She refused the job offer and soon found employment that allowed her to attend meetings.” Note that rather than tell the student what to do, Marianne helped her to meditate on what she already knew about Jehovah. As a result, this experience strengthened the student’s relationship not only with Marianne but also with Jehovah. Marianne says about her student: “She learned that Jehovah cares for us if we put his worship first.”



[image: A Bible student respectfully declining a job offer from a manager as he holds out a contract and a pen.]

Help your Bible student learn to make decisions that please Jehovah (See paragraphs 15-16)*







BLESSINGS FOR THOSE WHO COME TO KNOW JEHOVAH WELL

17. Besides learning the facts, what else do we want Bible students to do?


Your answer



17 Our interactive Bible course covers many important teachings. Students study basic Bible doctrines​—including the condition of the dead, the ransom, and the Kingdom. They also learn about organizational aspects​—such as the meetings, the elder arrangement, and the role of the Governing Body. However, we want our students to do more than just learn facts. We want them to get to know Jehovah well.

18. What blessings are in store for those who come to know Jehovah?


Your answer



18 What a privilege it is for us to teach others to come to know Jehovah! Even now, those who come to know and worship Jehovah are blessed with the happiest life possible today. (Ps. 25:12-15) In the future, all who “gain the knowledge of the one who is true,” Jehovah, will enjoy eternal life. (1 John 5:20) But that is not all. The Bible tells us that those who strive to come to know and love Jehovah are “known by him.” (1 Cor. 8:3) Yes, Almighty God takes notice of us and acknowledges us as his friends. What a splendid reward for coming to know the only true God!



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  Why must a Bible student come to know Jehovah well?


Your answer





	  How can we teach a Bible student what Jehovah is like?


Your answer





	  How can we help a Bible student to put his knowledge of Jehovah to work?


Your answer












SONG 84 Reaching Out



^  The goal stated in lesson 05 of the Enjoy Life Forever! book is: “Begin reading the Bible regularly, using the chart ‘Get Started Reading the Bible.’”




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A reenactment of Marianne’s Bible student refusing a job offer.






^ (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^  (1 Cor. 3:5-9) What, then, is A·polʹlos? Yes, what is Paul? Ministers through whom you became believers, just as the Lord granted each one. 6 I planted, A·polʹlos watered, but God kept making it grow, 7 so that neither is the one who plants anything nor is the one who waters, but God who makes it grow. 8 Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one, but each person will receive his own reward according to his own work. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.



^  (3 John 3, 4) For I rejoiced very much when brothers came and bore witness about the truth you hold, as you go on walking in the truth. 4 No greater joy* do I have than this: that I should hear that my children go on walking in the truth.

Or possibly, “cause for thankfulness.”


^ (1 Tim. 2:3, 4) This is fine and acceptable in the sight of our Savior, God, 4 whose will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.



^  (1 Tim. 2:3, 4) This is fine and acceptable in the sight of our Savior, God, 4 whose will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.



^  (Jer. 9:24) “But let the one boasting boast about this: That he has insight and knowledge of me, That I am Jehovah, the One showing loyal love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, For in these things I take delight,” declares Jehovah.



^  (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^ (Mark 12:30) and you must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.’



^  (Mark 12:30) and you must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.’



^  (John 14:31) But for the world to know that I love the Father, I am doing just as the Father has commanded me to do. Get up, let us go from here.



^  (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^  (Gen. 2:24) That is why a man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to* his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Or “remain with.”


^  (Gen. 20:3) Afterward, God came by night to A·bimʹe·lech in a dream and said to him: “Here you are as good as dead because of the woman whom you have taken, since she is married and belongs to another man.”



^  (Gen. 20:6) Then the true God said to him in the dream: “I know that you did this with an honest heart, so I held you back from sinning against me. That is why I did not allow you to touch her.



^  (Gen. 39:7-9) Now after these things, the wife of his master began to cast her eyes on Joseph and say: “Lie down with me.” 8 But he refused and said to his master’s wife: “Here my master does not know what is with me in the house, and he has entrusted everything he has into my care. 9 There is no one greater in this house than I am, and he has not withheld from me anything at all except you, because you are his wife. So how could I commit this great badness and actually sin against God?”



^  (Job 38:1-41:34) Then Jehovah answered Job out of the windstorm:  2 “Who is this who is obscuring my counsel And speaking without knowledge?  3 Brace yourself, please, like a man; I will question you, and you inform me.  4 Where were you when I founded the earth? Tell me, if you think you understand.  5 Who set its measurements, in case you know, Or who stretched a measuring line across it?  6 Into what were its pedestals sunk, Or who laid its cornerstone,  7 When the morning stars joyfully cried out together, And all the sons of God* began shouting in applause?  8 And who barricaded the sea behind doors When it burst out from the womb,  9 When I clothed it with clouds And wrapped* it in thick gloom, 10 When I established my limit for it And put its bars and doors in place, 11 And I said, ‘You may come this far, and no farther; Here is where your proud waves will stop’? 12 Have you ever* commanded the morning Or made the dawn know its place, 13 To take hold of the ends of the earth And to shake the wicked out of it? 14 It is transformed like clay under a seal, And its features stand out like those of a garment. 15 But the light of the wicked is held back from them, And their uplifted arm is broken. 16 Have you gone down to the sources of the sea Or explored the deep waters? 17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you, Or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?* 18 Have you understood the vast expanse of the earth? Tell me, if you know all of this. 19 In which direction does the light reside? And where is the place of darkness, 20 That you should take it to its territory And understand the paths to its home? 21 Do you know this because you were already born And the number of your years* is great? 22 Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, Or have you seen the storehouses of the hail, 23 Which I have reserved for the time of distress, For the day of battle and war? 24 From what direction is light* dispersed, And from where does the east wind blow on the earth? 25 Who has cut a channel for the flood And made a path for the thunderous storm cloud, 26 To make it rain where no man lives, On the wilderness where there are no humans, 27 To satisfy devastated wastelands And cause the grass to sprout? 28 Does the rain have a father, Or who fathered the dewdrops? 29 From whose womb did the ice emerge, And who gave birth to the frost of heaven 30 When the waters are covered as if with stone, And the surface of the deep waters is frozen solid? 31 Can you tie the ropes of the Kiʹmah constellation* Or untie the cords of the Keʹsil constellation?* 32 Can you lead out a constellation* in its season Or guide the Ash constellation* along with its sons? 33 Do you know the laws governing the heavens, Or can you impose their* authority on the earth? 34 Can you raise your voice to the clouds To cause a flood of water to cover you? 35 Can you send out lightning bolts? Will they come and say to you, ‘Here we are!’ 36 Who put wisdom within the clouds* Or gave understanding to the sky phenomenon?* 37 Who is wise enough to count the clouds, Or who can tip over the water jars of heaven 38 When the dust pours into a mass And the clods of earth stick together? 39 Can you hunt prey for a lion Or satisfy the appetites of young lions 40 When they crouch in their lairs Or lie in ambush in their dens? 41 Who prepares food for the raven When its young cry to God for help And wander about because there is nothing to eat? 
39 “Do you know the time when the mountain goats give birth? Have you watched the deer give birth to their young?  2 Do you count the months that they must complete? Do you know the time when they give birth?  3 They crouch down when they give birth to their young, And their labor pains end.  4 Their young become strong and grow up in the open field; They go out and do not return to them.  5 Who set the wild donkey* free, And who untied the ropes of the wild donkey?  6 I have made the desert plain its home And the salt land its dwelling.  7 It scorns the tumult of the city; It does not hear the shouts of the driver.  8 It roams the hills, seeking pasture, Looking for every green plant.  9 Is the wild bull willing to serve you? Will it spend the night in your stable?* 10 Will you hold a wild bull to the furrow with a rope, Or will it follow you to plow* the valley? 11 Will you trust in its great strength And let it do your heavy work? 12 Will you rely on it to bring back your harvest,* And will it gather it to your threshing floor? 13 The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, But can her pinions and plumage compare with the stork’s? 14 For she leaves her eggs on the ground, And she keeps them warm in the dust. 15 She forgets that some foot may crush them Or that a wild animal may trample them. 16 She treats her sons harshly, as if they were not hers; She has no fear that her labor may be in vain. 17 For God has deprived her of* wisdom And given her no share in understanding. 18 But when she rises up and flaps her wings, She laughs at the horse and at its rider. 19 Are you the one who gives the horse its strength? Do you clothe its neck with a rustling mane? 20 Can you cause it to leap like a locust? Its majestic snorting is terrifying. 21 It paws the ground in the valley and exults mightily; It charges into the battle.* 22 It laughs at fear and is afraid of nothing. It does not turn back because of the sword. 23 The quiver rattles against it, The spear and the javelin flash. 24 Trembling with excitement, it surges forward,* It cannot stand still at* the sound of the horn. 25 When the horn blows, it says, ‘Aha!’ It smells the battle from afar And hears the shouting of commanders and the battle cry. 26 Is it by your understanding that the falcon soars, Spreading its wings to the south? 27 Or is it at your order that an eagle flies upward And builds its nest high up, 28 Spending the night on a cliff, Dwelling in its stronghold on a rocky crag?* 29 From there it searches for food; Its eyes look far into the distance. 30 Its young sip up blood; And wherever the slain are, there it is.” 
40 Jehovah continued to answer Job:  2 “Should a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Let the one who wants to reprove God answer.”  3 Job said in answer to Jehovah:  4 “Look! I am unworthy. What can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth.  5 I spoke once, but I will not answer again; Twice, but I will say no more.”  6 Then Jehovah answered Job out of the windstorm:  7 “Brace yourself, please, like a man; I will question you, and you inform me.  8 Will you call into question* my justice? Will you condemn me so that you may be right?  9 Do you have an arm as powerful as the true God’s, Or can your voice thunder like his? 10 Adorn yourself, please, with glory and majesty; Clothe yourself with dignity and splendor. 11 Release the fury of your anger; Look at everyone who is haughty, and bring him low. 12 Look at everyone who is haughty, and humble him, And tread down the wicked where they stand. 13 Hide them all in the dust; Bind them* in the hidden place, 14 Then even I would acknowledge to you* That your right hand can save you. 15 Here, now, is Be·heʹmoth,* which I made as I made you. It eats grass like a bull. 16 Look at the strength in its hips And the power in the muscles of its belly! 17 It stiffens its tail like a cedar; The sinews of its thighs are woven together. 18 Its bones are tubes of copper; Its limbs are like wrought-iron rods. 19 It ranks first* among the works of God; Only its Maker can approach it with his sword. 20 For the mountains produce food for it, Where all the wild animals play. 21 It lies down under the lotus trees, In the shelter of the reeds of the marsh. 22 The lotus trees cast their shadow on it, And the poplars of the valley* surround it. 23 If the river is turbulent, it does not panic. It is confident, although the Jordan rushes against its mouth. 24 Can anyone capture it while it is watching, Or pierce its nose with a hook?* 
41 “Can you catch Le·viʹa·than* with a fishhook Or hold down its tongue with a rope?  2 Can you put a rope* through its nostrils Or pierce its jaws with a hook?*  3 Will it make many pleas to you, Or will it speak gently to you?  4 Will it make a covenant with you, So that you may make it your slave for life?  5 Will you play with it as with a bird Or tie it on a leash for your little girls?  6 Will traders barter for it? Will they divide it up among merchants?  7 Will you fill its hide with harpoons Or its head with fishing spears?  8 Lay your hand on it; You will remember the battle and never do it again!  9 Any hope of subduing it is futile. The mere sight of it would overwhelm you.* 10 No one dares to stir it up. So who is it who can stand up to me? 11 Who has given me anything first that I should repay him? Whatever is under the heavens is mine. 12 I will not be silent about its limbs, About its mightiness and its well-formed body. 13 Who has removed its outer covering? Who will enter its open jaws? 14 Who can pry open the doors of its mouth?* Its teeth all around are fearsome. 15 Its back has rows of scales* Tightly sealed together. 16 Each one fits so closely to the other That no air can come between them. 17 They are stuck to one another; They cling together and cannot be separated. 18 Its snorting flashes out light, And its eyes are like the rays of dawn. 19 Flashes of lightning go out of its mouth; Fiery sparks escape. 20 Smoke pours out of its nostrils, Like a furnace fueled with rushes. 21 Its breath sets coals ablaze, And a flame shoots from its mouth. 22 There is great strength in its neck, And dismay runs before it. 23 The folds of its flesh are tightly joined together; They are firm, as though cast upon it and immovable. 24 Its heart is hard as stone, Yes, hard as a lower millstone. 25 When it rises up, even the mighty are frightened; Its thrashing causes bewilderment. 26 No sword that reaches it will prevail; Nor will spear, dart, or arrowhead. 27 It regards iron as straw, Copper as rotten wood. 28 An arrow does not make it flee; Slingstones turn into stubble against it. 29 It regards a club as stubble, And it laughs at the rattling of a javelin. 30 Underneath, it is like sharp fragments of pottery; It spreads itself in the mud like a threshing sledge. 31 It makes the deep boil just like a pot; It stirs up the sea like an ointment pot. 32 It leaves a glistening wake in its path. One would think that the deep had white hair. 33 There is nothing like it on the earth, A creature made to have no fear. 34 It glares at everything that is haughty. It is king over all the majestic wild beasts.”

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Or “swaddled.”
Lit., “in your days.”
Or “death’s shadow.”
Lit., “days.”
Or possibly, “lightning.”
Possibly the Pleiades stars in the Taurus constellation.
Possibly the Orion constellation.
Lit., “Mazzaroth.” At 2Ki 23:5, the related term in plural form refers to the constellations of the zodiac.
Possibly the Great Bear constellation (Ursa Major).
Or possibly, “His.”
Or possibly, “within man.”
Or possibly, “to the mind.”
Or “onager.”
Or “manger.”
Or “harrow.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “made her forget.”
Lit., “It goes out to meet armor.”
Lit., “swallows the ground (earth).”
Or possibly, “It does not believe.”
Lit., “on the tooth of a crag.”
Or “invalidate.”
Lit., “their faces.”
Or “commend you.”
Possibly the hippopotamus.
Lit., “It is the beginning.”
Or “wadi.”
Lit., “snare.”
Possibly the crocodile.
Lit., “a rush.”
Lit., “thorn.”
Or “hurl you down.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Its pride is its rows of scales.”


^ (Jas. 5:11) Look! We consider happy* those who have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah* gave, that Jehovah* is very tender in affection* and merciful.

Or “blessed.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “very compassionate.”


^  (Jas. 5:11) Look! We consider happy* those who have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah* gave, that Jehovah* is very tender in affection* and merciful.

Or “blessed.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “very compassionate.”


^  (Dan. 6:10) But as soon as Daniel knew that the decree had been signed, he went to his house, which had the windows of his roof chamber open toward Jerusalem. And three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed and offered praise before his God, as he had regularly done prior to this.



^  (Dan. 6:22) My God sent his angel and shut the mouth of the lions, and they have not harmed me, for I was found innocent before him; nor have I done any wrong to you, O king.”



^  (Dan. 6:4, 5) At that time the high officials and the satraps were seeking to find some grounds for accusation against Daniel respecting matters of state,* but they could find no grounds for accusation or anything corrupt, for he was trustworthy and no negligence or corruption could be found in him. 5 These men then said: “We will find in this Daniel no grounds for accusation at all, unless we find it against him in the law of his God.”

Lit., “the kingdom.”


^  (Dan. 6:24) The king then gave an order, and the men who had accused* Daniel were brought, and they were thrown into the lions’ pit, along with their sons and their wives. They had not reached the bottom of the pit before the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.

Or “slandered.”


^  (Dan. 6:26, 27) I am issuing an order that in every domain of my kingdom, people are to tremble in fear before the God of Daniel. For he is the living God and he endures forever. His kingdom will never be destroyed, and his rulership* is eternal. 27 He rescues, saves, and performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth, for he rescued Daniel from the paw of the lions.”

Or “sovereignty.”


^  (Isa. 30:20, 21) Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes. 21 And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^  (2 Pet. 3:9) Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.


^  (Eph. 2:4, 5) But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love with which he loved us, 5 made us alive together with the Christ, even when we were dead in trespasses—by undeserved kindness you have been saved.



^  (Ex. 34:6, 7) Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,* 7 showing loyal love to thousands, pardoning error and transgression and sin, but he will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons and upon grandsons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation.”

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^  (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^  (Ps. 133:1) Look! How good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!



^  (2 Cor. 13:11) Finally, brothers, continue to rejoice, to be readjusted, to be comforted, to think in agreement, to live peaceably; and the God of love and of peace will be with you.



^ (John 8:29) And the One who sent me is with me; he did not abandon me to myself, because I always do the things pleasing to him.”



^  (John 8:29) And the One who sent me is with me; he did not abandon me to myself, because I always do the things pleasing to him.”



^  (Ps. 25:12-15) Who is the man fearing Jehovah? He will instruct him about the way he should choose. 13 He* will experience what is good, And his descendants* will take possession of the earth. 14 Close friendship with Jehovah belongs to those who fear him, And he makes his covenant known to them. 15 My eyes are always toward Jehovah, For he will free my feet from the net.

Or “His soul.”
Lit., “seed.”


^  (1 John 5:20) But we know that the Son of God has come, and he has given us insight* so that we may gain the knowledge of the one who is true. And we are in union with the one who is true, by means of his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and life everlasting.

Lit., “mental perception; intellectual capacity.”


^  (1 Cor. 8:3) But if anyone loves God, this one is known by him.
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LIFE STORY

Allowing Jehovah to Refine Me

AS TOLD BY KEN KIUCHI


I WILL never forget the first day I reported for work in the Bindery at Bethel in Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A. As soon as I stepped onto the factory floor, I was overwhelmed by the loud noise and the relentless movements of the bindery machines. Paper dust floated in the air, and a strong smell of oil filled the area.




Among the many things that caught my attention, the people left the deepest impression on me. Here were young brothers and sisters doing what appeared to be monotonous work. They were not in the limelight. Yet, they were happy and content. Their example taught me what it means to serve God humbly.

Through the years, Jehovah has been refining me to become a better servant of his. But first, let me tell you about my search for the truth when I was a Buddhist.

SEARCHING FOR GOD AS A CHILD

I was born and raised in Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A., the eldest of four children. My parents had emigrated to Chicago from Japan to pursue the so-called American dream. They wanted their children to receive the best education possible and to be successful in life.

My parents were devout Buddhists. My mother had been raised in a home that included a Buddhist temple. Her father and two brothers served as Buddhist monks. Buddhism thus played a significant role in my childhood. The first thing I would do after returning home from school was burn incense and offer rice and water to our Buddhist idol. On Sundays, we would go to a Buddhist temple where we chanted to a similar idol​—only it was bigger and gilded with gold.

When I was about seven, I remember staring at the idol we had in our home and thinking to myself, ‘What will my life be like after I die?’ Buddhism had taught me that I would exist somewhere in the spirit realm after death. It dawned on me that one day my life would end. I might exist as a spirit, but I would no longer enjoy life as a human. How sad! Suddenly, feelings of helplessness overwhelmed me.

As I entered my mid-teens, the Buddhist rituals I engaged in seemed meaningless. Something was missing in my life. (Matt. 5:3) Deep within, I felt that there had to be an all-powerful, living God. I wanted to know him. I thought that perhaps the Bible had the answers. So I bought a used King James Version at a Buddhist festival​—of all places!



[image: Young Ken Kiuchi with his Bible teacher, Wilson Bashou.]

With Wilson Bashou, who taught me the truth





When I was 17, a brother named Wilson Bashou approached me on the street while I was walking my dog. He asked, “Do you know what God promises for the future?” That question led to a deep Bible discussion. Wilson read Revelation 17:1 and asked, “What do the ‘many waters’ that the prostitute is sitting on refer to?” I had no idea. He showed me verse 15, which says that the waters refer to people. I was impressed to learn that Jehovah’s Witnesses let the Bible interpret itself. Before parting, Wilson gave me a copy of the book The Truth That Leads to Eternal Life. That little blue book changed my life.

Ten days later, I attended my first meeting at the Kingdom Hall. I will never forget the warm reception I received. I have attended the meetings ever since. Afterward, Wilson started a Bible study with me. I loved learning about the Bible so much that there were occasions when we would study for up to eight hours at a time. My parents were alarmed, and they strongly opposed my study. But the more I studied, the more I was convinced that this was the truth. I got baptized in 1983.

LEAVING UNIVERSITY TO PIONEER

At the time of my baptism, I was attending a prestigious university and pursuing a career in medicine. My parents had sacrificed so much so that I could receive this education. I could have continued my university studies, but I wanted to give Jehovah my best and serve him full-time.

My father had warned me, “If you quit university, I will kick you out of the house!” I was sad and confused. I loved my parents and did not want to disappoint them. So I would often go out on the campus grounds late at night and pray under the starry skies, “Jehovah, please, help me with this decision.” When I finally decided to quit university, my father told me to get out of the house. I called Wilson to tell him what had happened. And he kindly invited me to live with him. I boarded a bus to his apartment with all my belongings in one bag. I remember feeling an indescribable calm come over me. I knew that I had made the right decision.

I felt like a bird released from a cage! I was finally free to devote myself fully to the ministry. I began pioneering in 1984.

During my years as a regular pioneer, Jehovah taught me valuable qualities, such as persistence. One day, it seemed that I had every reason not to go out in the ministry. I was discouraged because no one could join me for service in the afternoon. I went anyway. After a couple of hours, I made a last call at an apartment building. I was feeling tired and lonely, and it looked as if it would rain. I wondered, ‘Should I quit?’ As I climbed the stairs to the third floor, I saw a young Filipino man standing before me. I thought to myself, ‘Surely, he is not interested.’ How wrong I was! I started a study with that man, and he became my spiritual brother.

REFINED AT BROOKLYN BETHEL

After living with Wilson for two years, I was invited to Brooklyn Bethel in 1985. As I mentioned at the outset, I was assigned to the Bindery. One day while working on the embossing machine, I accidentally ruined hundreds of book covers. The Bindery Office requested that I report the matter. I gave all the reasons for my mistake, but one thing was missing. In a kind tone, the overseer reminded me, “It’s always good to apologize.” In that moment, I learned the importance of acknowledging my mistakes and saying, “I am sorry.”



[image: Ken holding up material for book covers in the Bindery in Brooklyn Bethel.]

Giving a tour of the Bindery in Brooklyn





My viewpoint of serving others was refined by observing faithful, older ones of the Bethel family. One time, Brother Milton Henschel, a member of the Governing Body, was sitting at our table for lunch. That day the dining room had an overflow of people, and the waiters were frantically working to distribute the food. We, the younger brothers at the table, were quietly complaining about the slow service. Without saying a word, Brother Henschel got up and along with the waiters started serving pitchers of water and plates of bread and butter. That humble act of service is forever etched in my mind. It reminded me of how Jesus served his apostles.​—John 13:3-5.

“YOU SHOULD STUDY JAPANESE!”



[image: ]

With Michiko Oda and her husband





In 1987, I made a trip to Japan and was impressed to see the zeal and humility of the publishers there. I wanted to help them, but the problem was that I had not learned Japanese. One sister at Bethel, Michiko Oda, looked me straight in the eye and said, “You should study Japanese!” And that is what I did. Little did I know how her words would change my life.

A few months later, I transferred to a Japanese congregation in New York. Learning Japanese opened up many opportunities for me to serve Jehovah God. In 1989, I attended my first Japanese convention in Los Angeles, California. Miwako Onami, a pioneer sister who played a role in the drama, caught my eye.

Miwako and I got married in 1992, and we were privileged to serve together as a couple at Brooklyn Bethel. Miwako is a thoughtful and caring person, always ready to help others. Her example has helped me to refine how I treat others. She is a gift from Jehovah​—an endless source of happiness and comfort to me.



[image: Ken and Miwako Kiuchi at their wedding.]

On our wedding day





THE JAPAN BRANCH AND THE FIELD

In time, both of Miwako’s parents, who were living in Japan, became seriously ill. So we were kindly allowed to transfer to the Japan branch so that we could be nearby to care for them. We moved there in 1999.

The Bethel family in Japan soon embraced us, and we adjusted to our new home. I was further refined by imitating the positive qualities of the Japanese brothers and sisters, such as their outstanding generosity and hospitality. When it comes to work, they are serious and focused. They also work well as a group. How so? The Japanese culture emphasizes working with others in a spirit of harmony and cooperation for the good of all instead of working alone for personal achievements. Their fine example encouraged me to work humbly with others and to appreciate how my small share contributes to Jehovah’s overall purpose.

Still, because of cultural differences, there were occasions when it was difficult for me to understand why matters were handled in a certain way. I had to learn patience and not to overreact. In time, I refined my viewpoint and realized that Jehovah can bless any decision as long as we submit to the direction he gives us through his organization. In the end, Jehovah is the one who makes things work.

I often compare the refining I received at Bethel to the refining the prophet Moses received. Jehovah helped Moses cultivate meekness during his 40 years as a shepherd. Like Moses, I came from a background of higher education. I had allowed that education to make me proud and self-reliant. Bethel taught me to be humble and to rely on Jehovah. Just as Jehovah patiently refined Moses, Jehovah has done the same for me over the years.



[image: Ken sitting at his desk.]

Working at the Japan branch





We cared for both of Miwako’s parents for some 24 years until their death. There were many phone calls, anxious moments, and trips to the hospital. The health of Miwako’s mother, Masako, deteriorated to the point where she could barely get up to walk. It was not easy for Masako to attend congregation meetings and go out in the ministry. In her final weeks, she had to use a wheelchair. Yet, through all of this, her love for Jehovah never waned. Her face beamed with joy whenever she spoke about the truth. Masako’s example of serving God and finding contentment and happiness no matter what the circumstance has been a source of inspiration for me.



[image: Ken and Miwako in their assignment as special pioneers.]

Preaching with Miwako in Okinawa





In 2024 we experienced a dramatic change in our lives. After serving at Bethel for over 30 years, we were assigned to the field. We currently serve as special pioneers on the island of Okinawa and have the privilege of witnessing to families who are stationed in the nearby military base. The good training we received at Bethel helped make this transition to the field much smoother. We try to maintain a good schedule and to make the best use of our time by remaining focused on our ministry and working hard. Jehovah kindly blessed us with Bible students who have become like family to us. We are learning firsthand the importance of loving people. Miwako and I thank Jehovah every day for this beautiful assignment.

DETERMINED TO BE REFINED EVEN MORE BY JEHOVAH

My family, although no longer opposed, has yet to join me in pure worship. Even so, Jesus promised that those who leave their families to become his disciples would receive 100 times more now in the form of a spiritual family. (Mark 10:29, 30) This has certainly proved true in my case. All the families around the world who have loved and cared for me over the years as their own are just too numerous to recall.

I still have the very same Truth book that Wilson placed with me. That blue book is a powerful reminder of how Jehovah kindly let me find him. (1 Chron. 28:9) I am determined to continue to be refined by him and to help others learn the truth that leads to eternal life.





^ (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.



^ (Rev. 17:1) One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me: “Come, I will show you the judgment on the great prostitute who sits on many waters,



^ (Rev. 17:15) He said to me: “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is sitting, mean peoples and crowds and nations and tongues.*

Or “languages.”


^ (John 13:3-5) So Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he came from God and was going to God, 4 got up from the evening meal and laid aside his outer garments. And taking a towel, he wrapped it around his waist. 5 After that he put water into a basin and started to wash the feet of the disciples and to dry them off with the towel that was wrapped around him.



^ (Mark 10:29, 30) Jesus said: “Truly I say to you, no one has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for the sake of the good news 30 who will not get 100 times more now in this period of time*—houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the coming system of things, everlasting life.

Or “in the present time.”


^ (1 Chron. 28:9) “And you, Solʹo·mon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a complete* heart and with a delightful* soul,* for Jehovah searches through all hearts, and he discerns every inclination of the thoughts. If you search for him, he will let himself be found by you, but if you leave him, he will reject you forever.

Or “completely devoted.”
Or “willing.”
See Glossary.









[image: A sister sincerely apologizing to another sister in one of their homes.]



Repair the Damage Quickly!




HAS a brother or a sister hurt you to the extent that now there is damage to your relationship? To repair the damage and remain friends, you need to act quickly and with the right motive.*



To illustrate, a fractured bone must be treated so that it can eventually function well without pain. But the pain will continue if the fracture is not given prompt attention. Worse yet, the bone may become permanently misaligned and unable to function properly.

Like a fractured bone, a damaged relationship with a fellow Christian should be treated quickly. Otherwise, the pain of a broken friendship will continue. Resentment could grow, and you may lose your friend. Jesus said: “Be quick to settle matters.” (Matt. 5:25) So approach your friend and talk kindly but openly about the matter. Why might this be hard? Consider two reasons.

First, you may be tempted to ignore the situation without resolving it, perhaps because you are uncomfortable talking about problems.* Consider Euodia and Syntyche, Christian sisters who apparently could not resolve a disagreement. Their problem likely lingered, since even the apostle Paul, who was far away in Rome, heard about it. He urged them to do whatever was needed to restore their unity. (Phil. 4:2) With humility, good communication, and true forgiveness, their friendship could thrive again.

Second, you may expect the other person to acknowledge his fault. But you want to regain your friend, not establish blame. A doctor treating a broken bone will focus on healing it, not on investigating every detail of what caused the break. When you talk to your friend, do not focus on who is to blame for the damage. Instead, remember how much you value the friendship and concentrate on what you need to do to repair it.

Why not talk to your brother or sister today, aiming to repair the damage and restore your friendship? “Do not let the sun set while you are still angry.” (Eph. 4:26) By taking steps to repair the damage quickly, you will help to safeguard our “uniting bond of peace.”​—Eph. 4:1-3.



^  Minor upsets should be settled privately and forgiveness should be extended freely. (Matt. 5:23, 24) Some serious personal offenses may require the assistance of the elders. (Matt. 18:17) A Christian would seek such assistance, however, only after following the steps outlined at Matthew 18:15, 16.


^  If we are offended by a fellow believer, but there is no damage to our friendship, we may simply choose to overlook the offense.​—Prov. 26:20.






^ (Matt. 5:25) “Be quick to settle matters with your legal opponent, while you are with him on the way there, so that somehow the opponent may not turn you over to the judge, and the judge to the court attendant, and you get thrown into prison.



^ (Phil. 4:2) I urge Eu·oʹdi·a and I urge Synʹty·che to be of the same mind in the Lord.



^ (Eph. 4:26) Be wrathful, but do not sin; do not let the sun set while you are still angry;



^ (Eph. 4:1-3) Therefore I, the prisoner in the Lord, appeal to you to walk worthily of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all humility and mildness, with patience, putting up with one another in love, 3 earnestly endeavoring to maintain the oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.



^ (Matt. 5:23, 24) “If, then, you are bringing your gift to the altar and there you remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar, and go away. First make your peace with your brother, and then come back and offer your gift.



^ (Matt. 18:17) If he does not listen* to them, speak to the congregation. If he does not listen* even to the congregation, let him be to you just as a man of the nations and as a tax collector.

Or “he refuses to listen; he does not pay attention.”
Or “he refuses to listen; he does not pay attention.”


^ (Matt. 18:15, 16) “Moreover, if your brother commits a sin, go and reveal his fault* between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take along with you one or two more, so that on the testimony* of two or three witnesses every matter* may be established.*

Lit., “go reprove him.”
Lit., “mouth.”
Or “everything said.”
Lit., “might stand.”


^ (Prov. 26:20) Where there is no wood, the fire goes out, And where there is no slanderer, quarreling ceases.








STUDY TIP

Prepare Upbuilding Comments



At our congregation meetings, we have the privilege to encourage our brothers and sisters through our comments. (Heb. 10:24, 25) How can we prepare comments that truly build others up?

	  Pray to Jehovah. Ask him to help you make a comment that honors him and encourages others.​—Ps. 35:18.



	  Aim to do more than simply read from the publication. When you answer in your own words, others will benefit as they hear your expression of faith.



	  Keep your comment brief. Short and simple comments are often the most encouraging and allow more people to participate in the meeting.​—Prov. 10:19.



	  Keep your comment positive. Avoid using your comment to counsel or criticize the congregation or a fellow Christian.





Even if you are not called on to comment, you can still build others up. Listen attentively, and express appreciation for their comments.​—Prov. 10:21.







^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider one another so as to incite to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.



^ (Ps. 35:18) Then I will give thanks to you in the great congregation; I will praise you among the throngs of people.



^ (Prov. 10:19) When words are many, transgression cannot be avoided, But whoever controls his lips acts discreetly.



^ (Prov. 10:21) The lips of the righteous one nourish* many, But the foolish die for lack of sense.

Or “guide.”
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^ ***sjj song 88 Make Me Know Your Ways***


SONG 88

Make Me Know Your Ways


(Psalm 25:4)


	1. We’re gathered together, Jehovah our God,

Accepting your warm invitation.

Your Word is a lamp that lights up our pathway,

The source of divine education.

(CHORUS)

Teach me your ways, and make me understand;

Incline my ear to hear your wise command.

Cause me to walk in ways of truth and right,

And make your law my principal delight.





	2. Unreachably high is your wisdom, O God;

Your judgments we find reassuring.

Your Word is a source of unending wonder;

Your sayings of truth are enduring.

(CHORUS)

Teach me your ways, and make me understand;

Incline my ear to hear your wise command.

Cause me to walk in ways of truth and right,

And make your law my principal delight.









(See also Ex. 33:13; Ps. 1:2; 119:27, 35, 73, 105.)





^ (Ps. 25:4) Make me know your ways, O Jehovah; Teach me your paths.



^ (Ex. 33:13) Please, if I have found favor in your eyes, make me know your ways, so that I may know you and continue to find favor in your eyes. Consider, too, that this nation is your people.”



^ (Ps. 1:2) But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Ps. 119:27) Make me understand the meaning* of your orders, So that I may ponder over* your wonderful works.

Lit., “way.”
Or “study.”


^ (Ps. 119:35) Guide me* in the pathway of your commandments, For in it I take delight.

Or “Make me walk.”


^ (Ps. 119:73) Your hands made me and formed me. Give me understanding, So that I may learn your commandments.



^ (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.









^ ***nwtstg Nethinim***


Nethinim



Non-Israelite temple servants, or ministers. The Hebrew term literally means “Given Ones,” implying that they were given for temple service. Likely, many of the Nethinim were descendants of the Gibeonites, whom Joshua had constituted “gatherers of wood and drawers of water for the assembly and for Jehovah’s altar.”​—Jos 9:23, 27; 1Ch 9:2; Ezr 8:17.





^ (Josh. 9:23) From now on you are cursed, and you will always occupy a slave’s position as gatherers of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God.”



^ (Josh. 9:27) But that day Joshua made them gatherers of wood and drawers of water for the assembly and for Jehovah’s altar at the place that He should choose, and they remain so to this day.



^ (1 Chron. 9:2) The first inhabitants to return to their possession in their cities were some Israelites, the priests, the Levites, and the temple servants.*

Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”


^ (Ezra 8:17) Then I gave them a command concerning Idʹdo the leader in the place called Ca·si·phiʹa. I told them to tell Idʹdo and his brothers, the temple servants* who were in Ca·si·phiʹa, to bring to us ministers for the house of our God.

Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”








^ ***sjj song 148 Jehovah Provides Escape***


SONG 148

Jehovah Provides Escape


(2 Samuel 22:1-8)


	1. The living God, Jehovah, you have proved to be;

Your mighty works abound

in earth and sky and sea.

No rival god can equal what you have done

​—there is none.

Our foes will be consumed.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God,

we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape,

and praise his name.





	2. Though ropes of death encircle me, I call to you,

“Jehovah, give me strength,

and give me courage too.”

From your own temple dwelling, you hear my plea,

“Shelter me;

Rescue me, O my God.”

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God,

we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape,

and praise his name.





	3. From heaven you will thunder

and give forth your voice.

Your enemies will quake;

your servants will rejoice.

You prove to be whatever you need to be;

all will see

How you provide escape.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God,

we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape,

and praise his name.









(See also Ps. 18:1, 2; 144:1, 2.)





^ (2 Sam. 22:1-8) And David spoke to Jehovah the words of this song in the day that Jehovah rescued him out of the hand of all his enemies and out of Saul’s hand. 2 He said: “Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me.  3 My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge* And my place to flee, my savior; you who save me from violence.  4 I call on Jehovah, who is worthy of praise, And I will be saved from my enemies.  5 The waves of death broke all around me; Flash floods of worthless men terrified me.  6 The ropes of the Grave* surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.  7 In my distress I called on Jehovah, To my God I kept calling. Then from his temple he heard my voice, And my cry for help reached his ears.  8 Back and forth the earth began to shake and rock; The foundations of the heavens trembled And shook back and forth because he had been angered.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Ps. 18:1, 2) I have affection for you, O Jehovah, my strength.  2 Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 144:1, 2) May Jehovah, my Rock, be praised, Who trains my hands for battle, My fingers for warfare.  2 He is my loyal love and my stronghold, My secure refuge* and my rescuer, My shield and the One in whom I have taken shelter, The One subduing peoples under me.

Or “secure height.”














^ ***sjj song 41 Please Hear My Prayer***


SONG 41

Please Hear My Prayer


(Psalm 54)


	1. Heavenly Father, please hear my song.

You are my God; to you I belong.

Great is your name, beyond all compare.

(CHORUS)

Gracious Jehovah, please hear my prayer.





	2. Thank you, O God, for granting this day,

Giving me life, and showing the way.

How I delight in your tender care.

(CHORUS)

Gracious Jehovah, please hear my prayer.





	3. Oh, how I long to do what is right!

Help me, O Lord, to walk in the light.

Give me the strength all burdens to bear.

(CHORUS)

Gracious Jehovah, please hear my prayer.









(See also Ex. 22:27; Ps. 106:4; Jas. 5:11.)





^ (Ps. 54:0-7) To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. Masʹkil.* Of David, when the Ziphʹites came in and said to Saul: “David is hiding among us.” 54 O God, save me by your name, And defend me* with your power.  2 O God, hear my prayer; Pay attention to the words of my mouth.  3 For strangers rise up against me, And ruthless men seek my life.* They have no regard for God.* (Selah)  4 Look! God is my helper; Jehovah is with those supporting me.*  5 He will repay my foes with their own evil; In your faithfulness, put an end to* them.  6 I will sacrifice to you willingly. I will praise your name, O Jehovah, for it is good.  7 For he saves me from every distress, And I will look in triumph on my enemies.

See Glossary.
Or “plead my cause.”
Or “soul.”
Or “They do not keep God before them.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “silence.”


^ (Ex. 22:27) For it is his only covering, his clothing to cover his body;* in what will he lie down to sleep? When he cries out to me, I will certainly hear, for I am compassionate.*

Lit., “skin.”
Or “gracious.”


^ (Ps. 106:4) Remember me, O Jehovah, when you show favor* toward your people. Take care of me with your acts of salvation,

Or “goodwill.”


^ (Jas. 5:11) Look! We consider happy* those who have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah* gave, that Jehovah* is very tender in affection* and merciful.

Or “blessed.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “very compassionate.”








^ ***sjj song 3 Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence***


SONG 3

Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence


(Proverbs 14:26)


	1. O Jehovah, you have given us

a hope that we hold dear.

It’s a hope we find so thrilling

we want the world to hear.

But at times this life’s anxieties

are the cause of fears within,

And the hope that burned so brightly

has suddenly grown dim.

(CHORUS)

You’re our strength, you’re our hope,

you’re our confidence.

Whatever we lack, you supply.

When we preach, when we teach,

we have confidence

because it’s on you we rely.





	2. So Jehovah, please instill in us

a heart that won’t forget,

For you’ve always been our comfort

when troubled times we’ve met.

And these thoughts that lift and strengthen us

can revive that dying flame,

For they fill our hearts with courage

to speak about your name.

(CHORUS)

You’re our strength, you’re our hope,

you’re our confidence.

Whatever we lack, you supply.

When we preach, when we teach,

we have confidence

because it’s on you we rely.









(See also Ps. 72:13, 14; Prov. 3:5, 6, 26; Jer. 17:7.)





^ (Prov. 14:26) There is strong confidence in the fear of Jehovah, And it will be a refuge for his children.



^ (Ps. 72:13, 14) He will have pity on the lowly and the poor, And the lives* of the poor he will save. 14 From oppression and from violence he will rescue them,* And their blood will be precious in his eyes.

Or “souls.”
Or “redeem their souls.”


^ (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”


^ (Prov. 3:26) For Jehovah will prove to be your source of confidence; He will keep your foot from being caught.



^ (Jer. 17:7) Blessed is the man* who puts his trust in Jehovah, Whose confidence is in Jehovah.

Or “strong man.”














^ ***sjj song 12 Great God, Jehovah***


SONG 12

Great God, Jehovah


(Exodus 34:6, 7)


	1. Great God, Jehovah, you are deserving,

Worthy of the highest praise,

Good and just in all your ways.

You have such power, deep love, and wisdom.

You are God to endless days.



	2. Father, we feel your tender compassion.

We are dust, and still you care;

Graciously you hear our prayer.

How you sustain us, teach us, and guide us!

Help from you is always there.



	3. Heaven and earth now sing of your glory.

Joyfully with voices raised,

We exalt you all our days.

Great God, Jehovah, you are deserving.

Please accept our heartfelt praise.







(See also Deut. 32:4; Prov. 16:12; Matt. 6:10; Rev. 4:11.)





^ (Ex. 34:6, 7) Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,* 7 showing loyal love to thousands, pardoning error and transgression and sin, but he will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons and upon grandsons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation.”

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^ (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ (Prov. 16:12) Wicked practices are detestable to kings, For the throne is firmly established by righteousness.



^ (Matt. 6:10) Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.








^ ***nwtsty John 17:3***

3 This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^ ***nwtsty 2 Timothy 1:12***

12 This is why I am also suffering these things, but I am not ashamed. For I know the One whom I have believed, and I am confident that he is able to guard what I have laid up in trust with him until that day.



^ ***sjj song 28 Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship***


SONG 28

Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship


(Psalm 15)


	1. Who is your friend, O God?

Who in your tent may dwell?

Who gains your friendship? Who gains your trust?

Who really knows you well?

All who embrace your Word,

All who have faith in you,

All who are loyal, all who are just,

Living the truth for you.



	2. Who is your friend, O God?

Who may approach your throne?

Who brings delight and makes you rejoice?

Whose name to you is known?

All who exalt your name,

All who your Word obey,

All who are faithful, honest in heart,

Truthful in all they say.



	3. Throwing our cares on you,

Baring our hearts in prayer,

Drawing us closer, bonding in love,

Feeling your daily care,

We yearn to be your friend.

Long may our friendship grow.

No greater Friend could we ever gain,

No greater Friend we’ll know.







(See also Ps. 139:1; 1 Pet. 5:6, 7.)





^ (Ps. 15:0-5) A melody of David. 15 O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^ (Ps. 139:1) O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.



^ (1 Pet. 5:6, 7) Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time, 7 while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”








^ ***nwt p. 36 Question 20: How can you get the most out of your Bible reading?***


QUESTION 20

How can you get the most out of your Bible reading?



ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS AS YOU READ YOUR BIBLE:

What does this tell me about Jehovah God?

How does this section of the Scriptures contribute to the Bible’s message?

How can I apply this in my life?

How can I use these verses to help others?

“Your word is a lamp to my foot, and a light for my path.”

Psalm 119:105





^  (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.









^ ***lff lesson 7 points 5-7 What Is Jehovah Like?***



5. Jehovah has an appealing personality

Moses was a faithful worshipper of God, but he wanted to know his Creator better. So Moses said to him: “Make me know your ways, so that I may know you.” (Exodus 33:13) In reply, Jehovah revealed to Moses some aspects of His personality. Read Exodus 34:4-6, and then discuss these questions:

	  What aspects of Jehovah’s personality did he reveal to Moses?



	  Which of Jehovah’s qualities especially appeal to you?






6. Jehovah cares about people

God’s people, the Hebrews, were slaves in Egypt. How did their suffering affect Jehovah? Play the AUDIO and follow along, or read Exodus 3:1-10. Then discuss the questions that follow.



AUDIO: Jehovah Cared About Their Suffering (2:45)





	  What does this account tell you as to how Jehovah feels about human suffering?​—See verses 7 and 8.



	  Do you think that Jehovah really wants to help humans and that he is able to do so? Why, or why not?








7. The natural world reveals Jehovah’s qualities

Jehovah reveals his qualities through the things he created. Play the VIDEO. Then read Romans 1:20, and discuss the question that follows.



VIDEO: Creation Reveals Jehovah’s Love​—The Human Body (1:57)





	  What qualities of Jehovah do you see in the things he has made?













^ (Ex. 33:13) Please, if I have found favor in your eyes, make me know your ways, so that I may know you and continue to find favor in your eyes. Consider, too, that this nation is your people.”



^ (Ex. 34:4-6) So Moses carved out two tablets of stone like the first ones and got up early in the morning and went up Mount Siʹnai, just as Jehovah had commanded him, and he took the two tablets of stone in his hand. 5 Then Jehovah came down in the cloud and stationed himself with him there and declared the name of Jehovah. 6 Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,*

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^ (Ex. 3:1-10) Moses became a shepherd of the flock of his father-in-law Jethʹro, the priest of Midʹi·an. While he was leading the flock to the west side of the wilderness, he eventually came to the mountain of the true God, to Horʹeb. 2 Then Jehovah’s angel appeared to him in a flame of fire in the midst of a thornbush. As he kept looking, he saw that the thornbush was on fire, and yet the thornbush was not consumed. 3 So Moses said: “I will go over to inspect this unusual sight to see why the thornbush does not burn up.” 4 When Jehovah saw that he went over to look, God called to him out of the thornbush and said: “Moses! Moses!” to which he said: “Here I am.” 5 Then he said: “Do not come any nearer. Remove your sandals from your feet, because the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He went on to say: “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at the true God. 7 Jehovah added: “I have certainly seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and I have heard their outcry because of those who force them to work; I well know the pains they suffer. 8 I will go down to rescue them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a land good and spacious, a land flowing with milk and honey, the territory of the Caʹnaan·ites, the Hitʹtites, the Amʹor·ites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Hiʹvites, and the Jebʹu·sites. 9 Now look! The outcry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen also the harsh way that the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 Now come, I will send you to Pharʹaoh, and you will bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”



^ (Ex. 3:7, 8) Jehovah added: “I have certainly seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and I have heard their outcry because of those who force them to work; I well know the pains they suffer. 8 I will go down to rescue them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a land good and spacious, a land flowing with milk and honey, the territory of the Caʹnaan·ites, the Hitʹtites, the Amʹor·ites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Hiʹvites, and the Jebʹu·sites.



^ (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.















^ ***sjj song 79 Teach Them to Stand Firm***


SONG 79

Teach Them to Stand Firm


(Matthew 28:19, 20)


	1. What a joy to teach Jehovah’s sheep

And to see how they have grown.

We have seen how he has guided them

As they’ve made the truth their own.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, may you hear our prayer

And keep them in your watchful care.

In Jesus’ name, for them we plead: May they succeed;

May ev’ry one of them stand firm.





	2. Ev’ry day we said a prayer for them,

As their faith was under test.

We made time to teach and care for them;

They’ve grown strong, and they’ve been blessed.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, may you hear our prayer

And keep them in your watchful care.

In Jesus’ name, for them we plead: May they succeed;

May ev’ry one of them stand firm.





	3. May they all maintain their confidence,

Trust in God and in his Son.

Through endurance and obedience,

May their race for life be won.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, may you hear our prayer

And keep them in your watchful care.

In Jesus’ name, for them we plead: May they succeed;

May ev’ry one of them stand firm.









(See also Luke 6:48; Acts 5:42; Phil. 4:1.)





^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^ (Luke 6:48) He is like a man who in building a house dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on the rock. Consequently, when a flood came, the river dashed against that house but was not strong enough to shake it, for it was well-built.



^ (Acts 5:42) And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^ (Phil. 4:1) Consequently, my brothers whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in this way in the Lord, my beloved ones.









^ ***lff lesson 21 How Is the Good News Being Preached?***


LESSON 21

How Is the Good News Being Preached?




By means of his Kingdom, Jehovah will soon eliminate all of our problems. That news is too good to keep to ourselves. Jesus wanted his followers to share this message with everyone! (Matthew 28:19, 20) How have Jehovah’s Witnesses responded to Jesus’ command?

1. How is Matthew 24:14 being fulfilled today?

Jesus foretold: “This good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth.” (Matthew 24:14) Jehovah’s Witnesses are happy to share in this important work. We are preaching the good news worldwide in over 1,000 languages! This colossal work requires tremendous effort and organization. It could not be done without Jehovah’s help.

2. What efforts do we make to preach to people?

We preach wherever we can find people. Like first-century Christians, we preach “from house to house.” (Acts 5:42) This systematic method allows us to reach millions of people each year. Since people are not always at home, we also preach in many public places. We are always looking for opportunities to tell others about Jehovah and his purposes.

3. Who has the responsibility to preach the good news?

All real Christians have the responsibility to share the good news with others. We take our responsibility seriously. We preach as much as our personal circumstances allow because we realize that lives are at stake. (Read 1 Timothy 4:16.) We are not paid to do this work, for the Bible says: “You received free, give free.” (Matthew 10:7, 8) Not everyone accepts our message. But we continue because preaching is part of our worship and it makes Jehovah happy.




DIG DEEPER


Learn more about the efforts of Jehovah’s Witnesses to preach worldwide, and see how Jehovah helps us.



4. We work hard to reach all people


Jehovah’s Witnesses make special efforts to preach the good news to people everywhere. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.







VIDEO: Preaching in “the Most Distant Part of the Earth” (7:33)








	  What impresses you about the efforts Jehovah’s Witnesses make to preach?





Read Matthew 22:39 and Romans 10:13-15, and then discuss these questions:

	  How does our ministry show that we love our neighbors?



	  How does Jehovah feel about those who preach the good news?​—See verse 15.











5. We are God’s fellow workers

Many experiences show that Jehovah is directing our work. For example, in New Zealand a brother named Paul met a woman in the house-to-house work one afternoon. That very morning, the woman had prayed to God, using God’s name, Jehovah, and asking that someone call on her. “Three hours later,” says Paul, “I arrived at her doorstep.”

Read 1 Corinthians 3:9, and then discuss this question:

	  How do experiences such as the one in New Zealand show that Jehovah is directing the preaching work?





Read Acts 1:8, and then discuss this question:

	  Why do we need Jehovah’s help to accomplish our ministry?









Did you know?

Each week at our midweek meeting, we receive training to help us preach. If you have attended one of these meetings, what did you think of the training offered?







6. We obey God’s command to preach

In the first century, opposers tried to stop Jesus’ followers from preaching. Early Christians defended their right to preach by “legally establishing . . . the good news.” (Philippians 1:7) Jehovah’s Witnesses do the same today.*


Play the VIDEO.







VIDEO: Legally Defending the Good News (2:28)








Read Acts 5:27-42, and then discuss this question:

	  Why will we not stop preaching?​—See verses 29, 38, and 39.










SOMEONE MAY ASK: “Why do Jehovah’s Witnesses go from door to door?”

	  How would you answer?










SUMMARY

Jesus instructed his followers to preach the good news to all nations. Jehovah is helping his people to do this work.

Review

	  How is the good news being preached worldwide?



	  How does our ministry show that we love our neighbors?



	  Do you think that preaching can be a satisfying work? Why?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Ask some of the friends at the Kingdom Hall what challenges they had to overcome to preach and what blessings they have received.



Other: 










EXPLORE



See how Jehovah’s Witnesses preach to people in large cities.

Special Metropolitan Public Witnessing in Paris (5:11)







How have Jehovah’s Witnesses reached out to refugees?

Satisfying Spiritual Thirst Among Refugees (5:59)







Hear firsthand how satisfying life can be as a full-time minister.

Glad I Chose This Career (6:29)







Learn about noteworthy court victories that have advanced the preaching of the good news.

“Kingdom Preachers Take Their Case to Court” (God’s Kingdom Rules!, chapter 13)











^  God is the one who authorizes our ministry. Thus, Jehovah’s Witnesses do not need permission from human authorities to preach the good news.






^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (Acts 5:42) And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^ (1 Tim. 4:16) Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.



^ (Matt. 10:7, 8) As you go, preach, saying: ‘The Kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.’ 8 Cure the sick, raise up the dead, make lepers clean, expel demons. You received free, give free.



^ (Matt. 22:39) The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’



^ (Rom. 10:13-15) For “everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.” 14 However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach? 15 How, in turn, will they preach unless they have been sent out? Just as it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who declare good news of good things!”



^ (Rom. 10:15) How, in turn, will they preach unless they have been sent out? Just as it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who declare good news of good things!”



^ (1 Cor. 3:9) For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.



^ (Acts 1:8) But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part of the earth.”



^ (Phil. 1:7) It is only right for me to think this regarding all of you, since I have you in my heart, you who are sharers with me in the undeserved kindness both in my prison bonds and in the defending and legally establishing of the good news.



^ (Acts 5:27-42) So they brought them and stood them before the Sanʹhe·drin. Then the high priest questioned them 28 and said: “We strictly ordered you not to keep teaching on the basis of this name, and yet look! you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring the blood of this man upon us.” 29 In answer Peter and the other apostles said: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men. 30 The God of our forefathers raised up Jesus, whom you killed, hanging him on a stake. 31 God exalted this one as Chief Agent and Savior to his right hand, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses of these matters, and so is the holy spirit, which God has given to those obeying him as ruler.” 33 When they heard this, they were infuriated and wanted to do away with them. 34 But a Pharisee named Ga·maʹli·el rose in the Sanʹhe·drin; he was a Law teacher esteemed by all the people, and he gave the command to put the men outside for a little while. 35 Then he said to them: “Men of Israel, be careful as to what you intend to do about these men. 36 For instance, before these days Theuʹdas rose up, saying he himself was somebody, and a number of men, about 400, joined his party. But he was done away with, and all those who were following him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 After him, Judas the Gal·i·leʹan rose up in the days of the registration, and he drew followers after himself. That man also perished, and all those who were following him were scattered. 38 So under the present circumstances, I say to you, do not meddle with these men, but let them alone. For if this scheme or this work is from men, it will be overthrown; 39 but if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow them. Otherwise, you may even be found fighters against God himself.” 40 At this they took his advice, and they summoned the apostles, flogged them, and ordered them to stop speaking on the basis of Jesus’ name, and let them go. 41 So they went out from before the Sanʹhe·drin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy to be dishonored in behalf of his name. 42 And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^ (Acts 5:29) In answer Peter and the other apostles said: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men.



^ (Acts 5:38, 39) So under the present circumstances, I say to you, do not meddle with these men, but let them alone. For if this scheme or this work is from men, it will be overthrown; 39 but if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow them. Otherwise, you may even be found fighters against God himself.”









^ ***lff lesson 33 What the Kingdom Will Accomplish***


LESSON 33

What the Kingdom Will Accomplish




God’s Kingdom is already ruling. Soon it will make big changes on the earth. Let us consider some of the good things that you can look forward to under Kingdom rule.

1. How will God’s Kingdom restore peace and justice to the earth?

Jesus, the King of God’s Kingdom, will destroy wicked people and governments at the war of Armageddon. (Revelation 16:14, 16) At that time, the following Bible promise will be completely fulfilled: “Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more.” (Psalm 37:10) Through the Kingdom, Jesus will make sure that peace and justice fill the earth.​—Read Isaiah 11:4.

2. What will life be like when God’s will is done on earth?

Under the rule of God’s Kingdom, “the righteous will possess the earth, and they will live forever on it.” (Psalm 37:29) Imagine living in a world where everyone is righteous and all love Jehovah and each other! No one will get sick, and everyone will live forever.

3. What will God’s Kingdom accomplish after the wicked are destroyed?

After the wicked are destroyed, Jesus will rule as King for 1,000 years. During that time, he and his 144,000 corulers will help humans on earth to become perfect and sinless. By the end of that period, the earth will be turned into a beautiful paradise, filled with happy people who benefit from obeying Jehovah’s laws. Jesus will then hand the rulership back to his Father, Jehovah. As never before, Jehovah’s “name [will] be sanctified.” (Matthew 6:9, 10) It will have been proved that Jehovah is a good Ruler who cares about his subjects. Jehovah will then destroy Satan, the demons, and any others who choose to rebel against His rulership. (Revelation 20:7-10) The perfect conditions brought about by God’s Kingdom will last forever.




DIG DEEPER


Consider why we can trust that God will use the Kingdom to fulfill all the Bible’s promises for our future.



4. God’s Kingdom will end human governments

“Man has dominated man to his harm.” (Ecclesiastes 8:9) By means of his Kingdom, Jehovah will reverse this injustice.

Read Daniel 2:44 and 2 Thessalonians 1:6-8, and then discuss these questions:

	  How will Jehovah and his Son, Jesus, deal with human governments and their supporters?



	  How does what you have learned about Jehovah and Jesus assure you that their actions will be just and fair?





5. Jesus is an ideal King

As King of God’s Kingdom, Jesus will do much for the benefit of his earthly subjects. Play the VIDEO to see how Jesus has already shown that he has both the desire and the God-given power to help people.



VIDEO: Jesus Showed What the Kingdom Will Accomplish (1:13)





While on earth, Jesus gave a preview of what the Kingdom would accomplish. Which blessings listed here do you especially look forward to? Read the accompanying scriptures that relate to those blessings.

	WHILE ON EARTH, JESUS . . .


	FROM HEAVEN, JESUS WILL . . .





		  controlled earth’s natural forces.​—Mark 4:36-41.






		  solve the earth’s environmental problems.​—Isaiah 35:1, 2.








		  miraculously fed thousands.​—Matthew 14:17-21.






		  eliminate world hunger.​—Psalm 72:16.








		  healed the sicknesses of many.​—Luke 18:35-43.






		  ensure perfect health for all.​—Isaiah 33:24.








		  brought people back to life.​—Luke 8:49-55.






		  reverse the effects of death.​—Revelation 21:3, 4.










6. God’s Kingdom will bring a wonderful future


The Kingdom will fully accomplish Jehovah’s original purpose for humans. They will live forever on a paradise earth. Play the VIDEO to see how Jehovah is working through his Son, Jesus, to accomplish His purpose.







VIDEO: A Glimpse Into a Wonderful Future (4:38)








Read Psalm 145:16, and then discuss this question:

	  How does it make you feel to know that Jehovah will “satisfy the desire of every living thing”?










SOME PEOPLE SAY: “If we all work together, we can solve the world’s problems.”

	  What problems will God’s Kingdom solve that human governments cannot?










SUMMARY

God’s Kingdom will accomplish its goal. It will transform the earth into a global paradise filled with good people who will worship Jehovah forever.

Review

	  How will God’s Kingdom sanctify Jehovah’s name?



	  Why can we believe that God’s Kingdom will fulfill the Bible’s promises?



	  What accomplishment of the Kingdom do you especially look forward to?






Section completed on: 




Goal

Use the tract How Will God’s Kingdom Solve Our Problems? to start a conversation.



Other: 










EXPLORE



Find out what Armageddon means.

“What Is the Battle of Armageddon?” (Web article)







Examine the events that will occur during what Jesus called the “great tribulation.”​—Matthew 24:21.

“What Is the Great Tribulation?” (Web article)







See how families can meditate together on future Kingdom blessings.

See Yourself in Paradise (1:50)







In “I Was Troubled by Many Questions,” learn how a political rebel found the solutions he was looking for.

“The Bible Changes Lives” (The Watchtower, January 1, 2012)













^ (Rev. 16:14) They are, in fact, expressions inspired by demons and they perform signs, and they go out to the kings of the entire inhabited earth, to gather them together to the war of the great day of God the Almighty.



^ (Rev. 16:16) And they gathered them together to the place that is called in Hebrew Armageddon.*

Greek, Har Ma·ge·donʹ, from a Hebrew term meaning “Mountain of Megiddo.”


^ (Ps. 37:10) Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there.



^ (Isa. 11:4) He will judge the lowly with fairness,* And with uprightness he will give reproof in behalf of the meek ones of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth And put the wicked to death with the breath* of his lips.

Or “righteousness.”
Or “spirit.”


^ (Ps. 37:29) The righteous will possess the earth, And they will live forever on it.



^ (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ (Rev. 20:7-10) Now as soon as the 1,000 years have ended, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 and he will go out to mislead those nations in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Maʹgog, to gather them together for the war. The number of these is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they advanced over the whole earth and encircled the camp of the holy ones and the beloved city. But fire came down out of heaven and consumed them. 10 And the Devil who was misleading them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the wild beast and the false prophet already were; and they will be tormented* day and night forever and ever.

Or “restrained; imprisoned.” See Re 14:11 ftn.


^ (Eccl. 8:9) All of this I have seen, and I applied my heart to every work that has been done under the sun, during the time that man has dominated man to his harm.*

Or “injury; detriment.”


^ (Dan. 2:44) “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. And this kingdom will not be passed on to any other people. It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, and it alone will stand forever,



^ (2 Thess. 1:6-8) This takes into account that it is righteous on God’s part to repay tribulation to those who make tribulation for you. 7 But you who suffer tribulation will be given relief along with us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his powerful angels 8 in a flaming fire, as he brings vengeance on those who do not know God and those who do not obey the good news about our Lord Jesus.



^ (Mark 4:36-41) So after they had dismissed the crowd, they took him in the boat, just as he was, and there were other boats with him. 37 Now a great violent windstorm broke out, and the waves kept crashing into the boat, so that the boat was close to being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, sleeping on the pillow. So they woke him up and said to him: “Teacher, do you not care that we are about to perish?” 39 With that he got up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea: “Hush! Be quiet!” And the wind abated, and a great calm set in. 40 So he said to them: “Why are you so afraid?* Do you not yet have any faith?” 41 But they felt an unusual fear, and they said to one another: “Who really is this? Even the wind and the sea obey him.”

Or “fainthearted.”


^ (Isa. 35:1, 2) The wilderness and the parched land will exult, And the desert plain will be joyful and blossom as the saffron.*  2 Without fail it will blossom; It will rejoice and shout for joy. The glory of Lebʹa·non will be given to it, The splendor of Carʹmel and of Sharʹon. They will see the glory of Jehovah, the splendor of our God.

Or “crocus.”


^ (Matt. 14:17-21) They said to him: “We have nothing here except five loaves and two fish.” 18 He said: “Bring them here to me.” 19 And he instructed the crowds to recline on the grass. Then he took the five loaves and two fish, and looking up to heaven, he said a blessing, and after breaking the loaves, he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 So they all ate and were satisfied, and they took up the leftover fragments, 12 baskets full. 21 Now those eating were about 5,000 men, as well as women and young children.



^ (Ps. 72:16) There will be an abundance of grain on the earth; On the top of the mountains it will overflow. His fruit will flourish as in Lebʹa·non, And in the cities people will blossom like the vegetation of the earth.



^ (Luke 18:35-43) Now as Jesus was getting near to Jerʹi·cho, a blind man was sitting beside the road begging. 36 Because he heard a crowd passing by, he began to inquire what was going on. 37 They reported to him: “Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ is passing by!” 38 At that he cried out: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 And those who were in front began rebuking him, telling him to keep quiet, but all the more he kept shouting: “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 40 Then Jesus stopped and commanded that the man be brought to him. After he came near, Jesus asked him: 41 “What do you want me to do for you?” He said: “Lord, let me recover my sight.” 42 So Jesus said to him: “Recover your sight; your faith has made you well.”* 43 And instantly he recovered his sight, and he began to follow him, glorifying God. Also, at seeing it, all the people gave praise to God.

Or “has saved you.”


^ (Isa. 33:24) And no resident* will say: “I am sick.” The people dwelling in the land will be pardoned for their error.

Or “inhabitant.”


^ (Luke 8:49-55) While he was yet speaking, a representative of the presiding officer of the synagogue came, saying: “Your daughter has died; do not bother the Teacher any longer.” 50 On hearing this, Jesus answered him: “Have no fear, only have faith, and she will be saved.” 51 When he reached the house, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John, James, and the girl’s father and mother. 52 But people were all weeping and beating themselves in grief for her. So he said: “Stop weeping, for she did not die but is sleeping.” 53 At this they began to laugh at him scornfully, because they knew she had died. 54 But he took her by the hand and called to her: “Child, get up!”* 55 And her spirit returned, and she rose immediately, and he ordered that something be given her to eat.

Or “wake up!”


^ (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^ (Ps. 145:16) You open your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing.



^ (Matt. 24:21) for then there will be great tribulation such as has not occurred since the world’s beginning until now, no, nor will occur again.









^ ***lff lesson 34 How Can We Show Our Love for Jehovah?***


LESSON 34

How Can We Show Our Love for Jehovah?




Have you felt closer to God since you began studying the Bible? Would you like to continue to strengthen your friendship with him? If so, remember that the more Jehovah sees your love for him grow, the more he will love and care for you. How can you show him that you love him?

1. How do we show Jehovah that we love him?

We show our love for Jehovah by obeying him. (Read 1 John 5:3.) He does not force anyone to obey him. Instead, he gives each of us the opportunity to choose whether we will obey him or not. Why? Jehovah wants us to be “obedient from the heart.” (Romans 6:17) In other words, he wants you to obey him, not because you have to, but because you love him. Sections 3 and 4 of this book are designed to help you show your love for Jehovah by doing what pleases him and avoiding what displeases him.

2. Why can it be challenging to show our love for Jehovah?

“Many are the hardships of the righteous one.” (Psalm 34:19) We all struggle with our own imperfections. And we may also face economic problems, injustice, and other difficulties. When we experience hardships, we may not find it easy to do what Jehovah asks of us. That is because the wrong path may be easier to follow. But when you faithfully do what Jehovah tells you to, you show that you love him more than anything else. And you prove that you are loyal to him. In turn, he will be loyal to you. He will never leave you.​—Read Psalm 4:3.





DIG DEEPER


Examine why your obedience matters to Jehovah, and learn what can help you remain faithful to him.



3. An issue that involves you

According to the Bible book of Job, Satan made an accusation not just against the man Job but against all people who want to serve Jehovah. Read Job 1:1, 6–2:10, and then discuss these questions:

	  According to Satan, why did Job obey Jehovah?​—See Job 1:9-11.



	  What does Satan claim about all humans, including you?​—See Job 2:4.





Read Job 27:5b, and then discuss this question:

	  How did Job prove that he truly loved Jehovah?







4. Make Jehovah’s heart rejoice

Read Proverbs 27:11, and then discuss these questions:

	  How does Jehovah feel when you are wise and obey him? Why?





5. You can be loyal to Jehovah


Our love for Jehovah moves us to tell others about him. Our loyalty to him moves us to do so even when it is not easy. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: Defend Your Faith Despite Opposition (5:09)








	  Do you ever find it difficult to tell others about Jehovah?



	  In the video, what helped Grayson overcome his fear?





It is easier to be loyal to Jehovah when we love what he loves and hate what he hates. Read Psalm 97:10, and then discuss these questions:

	  Based on what you have learned, what are some things that Jehovah loves? What are some things that he hates?



	  How can you learn to love what is good and hate what is bad?









6. We benefit when we obey Jehovah

Obeying Jehovah is always best. Read Isaiah 48:17, 18, and then discuss these questions:

	  Do you think we can trust that Jehovah always knows what is best for us? Why?



	  How has your study of the Bible and the true God, Jehovah, benefited you so far?






SOME PEOPLE SAY: “My actions don’t really matter to God.”

	  What scripture could you use to show that our actions affect Jehovah’s feelings?










SUMMARY

You can demonstrate your love for Jehovah by obeying him and remaining loyal to him despite challenges.

Review

	  What did you learn from Job’s example?



	  How will you prove your love for Jehovah?



	  What will help you remain loyal to Jehovah?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Memorize what Proverbs 27:11 says, and think of it when you find it difficult to obey Jehovah.



Other: 










EXPLORE



Discover how you can be loyal to Jehovah and the congregation.

“With Someone Loyal You Act in Loyalty” (16:49)







Learn more about Satan’s accusations against humans.

“Job Keeps His Integrity” (The Bible​—What Is Its Message? section 6)







Consider how even young ones can show their love for Jehovah.

Make Jehovah Happy (8:16)







How can a young person who faces pressure from other youths stay loyal to God?

Stand Up to Peer Pressure! (3:59)













^ (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^ (Rom. 6:17) But thanks to God that although you were once the slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that pattern of teaching to which you were handed over.



^ (Ps. 34:19) Many are the hardships* of the righteous one, But Jehovah rescues him from them all.

Or “calamities.”


^ (Ps. 4:3) Know that Jehovah will treat his loyal one in a special way;* Jehovah will hear when I call to him.

Or “distinguish his loyal one; set his loyal one apart for himself.”


^ (Job 1:1) There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job.* He was an upright man of integrity;* he feared God and shunned what was bad.

Possibly meaning “Object of Hostility.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^ (Job 1:6-2:10) Now the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them. 7 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 8 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.” 9 At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 12 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! Everything that he has is in your hand.* Only do not lay your hand on the man himself!” So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah. 13 Now on the day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said: “The cattle were plowing and the donkeys were grazing beside them 15 when the Sa·beʹans attacked and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “Fire from God* fell from the heavens and blazed among the sheep and the servants and consumed them! I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “The Chal·deʹans formed three bands and made a raid on the camels and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was still speaking, yet another one came and said: “Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house. 19 Suddenly a great wind came from the wilderness, and it struck the four corners of the house, so that it fell on the young people and they were killed. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 20 At that Job got up and ripped apart his garment and cut the hair off his head; then he fell to the ground and bowed down 21 and said: “Naked I came out of my mother’s womb, And naked I will return. Jehovah has given, and Jehovah has taken away. Let the name of Jehovah continue to be praised.” 22 In all of this, Job did not sin or accuse God of doing anything wrong.* 
2 Afterward the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them to take his station before Jehovah. 2 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 3 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.” 4 But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 6 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! He is in your hand!* Only do not take his life!”* 7 So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah and struck Job with painful boils* from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And Job took a piece of broken pottery to scrape himself, and he was sitting among the ashes. 9 Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to her: “You are talking like one of the senseless women. Should we accept only what is good from the true God and not accept also what is bad?” In all of this, Job did not sin with his lips.

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Or “under your control.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Lightning.”
Or “ascribe anything improper to God.”
A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”
Or “soul.”
Or “under your control.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “face.”
Or “with severe ulcers.”


^ (Job 1:9-11) At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”



^ (Job 2:4) But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.*

Or “soul.”


^ (Job 27:5) It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!

Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”


^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Ps. 97:10) O you who love Jehovah, hate what is bad. He is guarding the lives* of his loyal ones; He rescues them from the hand* of the wicked.

Or “souls.”
Or “power.”


^ (Isa. 48:17, 18) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.









^ ***lff lesson 42 What Does the Bible Say About Singleness and Marriage?***


LESSON 42

What Does the Bible Say About Singleness and Marriage?




In some cultures, people believe that a person cannot be happy unless he or she gets married. Yet, not all married people are happy and not all single people are unhappy. The truth is that the Bible refers to both singleness and marriage as gifts.

1. What are some benefits of being single?

The Bible says: “Whoever marries does well, but whoever does not marry will do better.” (Read 1 Corinthians 7:32, 33, 38.) In what ways can a single person “do better”? Single Christians do not have to look after the needs of a mate. Thus, they generally have more freedom. For example, some are able to expand their ministry in interesting ways, such as by traveling to another land to preach the good news. Above all, they can spend more time drawing close to Jehovah.

2. What are some benefits of being legally married?

Marriage, like singleness, brings unique benefits. The Bible says that “two are better than one.” (Ecclesiastes 4:9) This is especially true of Christians who apply Bible principles in their marriage. Couples who legally marry make a commitment to love, respect, and cherish each other. As a result, they often feel more secure than do couples who simply live together. And marriage provides a secure foundation for raising a family.

3. How does Jehovah view marriage?

When Jehovah performed the first marriage, he said: “A man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to his wife.” (Genesis 2:24) Jehovah wants a husband and wife to love and stick to each other for as long as they are alive. He allows divorce only when a mate is guilty of adultery. In such a case, Jehovah gives the innocent mate the right to decide whether he or she will get a divorce.* (Matthew 19:9) Jehovah does not approve of polygamy among Christians.​—1 Timothy 3:2.




DIG DEEPER


Learn how you can be happy​—and make Jehovah happy—​whether you are single or married.





4. Make good use of the gift of singleness

Jesus viewed singleness as a gift. (Matthew 19:11, 12) Read Matthew 4:23, and then discuss this question:

	  How did Jesus use the gift of singleness to serve his Father and to help others?





Christians can enjoy using their singleness as Jesus did. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.



VIDEO: Faithful Single Ones (3:11)





	  In what rewarding ways can Christians use their singleness?









Did you know?

The Bible does not give a minimum age for marriage. However, it encourages a person to wait until he is “past the bloom of youth,” a time when strong sexual feelings can distort a young person’s judgment.​—1 Corinthians 7:36.







5. Choose your mate wisely

Choosing your mate is one of the most important decisions you will ever make. Read Matthew 19:4-6, 9, and then discuss this question:

	  Why should a Christian not rush into marriage?





The Bible can help you know what to look for in a marriage mate. Above all, look for a marriage mate who loves Jehovah.* Read 1 Corinthians 7:39 and 2 Corinthians 6:14. Then discuss these questions:

	  Why should we marry only a fellow Christian?



	  How do you think Jehovah would feel about our marrying someone who does not love Him?





6. View marriage as Jehovah does

In ancient Israel, some men divorced their wives for selfish reasons. Read Malachi 2:13, 14, 16, and then discuss this question:

	  Why does Jehovah hate an unjust divorce?





Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.



VIDEO: Marriage​—A Permanent Bond (4:30)





	  If you are married to an unbeliever, what can you do to make your marriage successful?





7. Apply Jehovah’s standards for marriage


A person may need to make great efforts to apply Jehovah’s standards for marriage.* But Jehovah blesses those who do. Play the VIDEO.







VIDEO: You Can Meet Jehovah’s Standards for Marriage (4:14)








Read Hebrews 13:4, and then discuss these questions:

	  Do you think that Jehovah’s standards for marriage are reasonable? Why, or why not?





Jehovah expects Christians to register their marriages and divorces, as in most countries these are governed by civil authorities. Read Titus 3:1, and then discuss this question:

	  If you are married, are you sure that your marriage is legally recognized by the government?










SOMEONE MAY ASK: “Why get married? Can’t a couple just live together?”

	  How would you answer?










SUMMARY

Singleness and marriage are gifts from Jehovah. Either can bring joy and satisfaction if enjoyed in harmony with Jehovah’s will.

Review

	  How can a person make good use of his or her singleness?



	  Why does the Bible say to marry only a fellow Christian?



	  What is the only Scriptural basis for divorce?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

If your marriage is not legally recognized by the government, find out what you need to do to make it legal.



Other: 










EXPLORE



What does marrying “only in the Lord” mean?

“Questions From Readers” (The Watchtower, July 1, 2004)







Watch two dramatizations that can help you make good decisions about dating and marriage.

Preparing for Marriage (11:53)







Learn why one brother feels that what Jehovah has given him is much more valuable than anything he gave up.

I Was Hoping That She Would Learn the Truth (1:56)







What are some things that a person should consider before contemplating divorce or separation?

“Honor ‘What God Has Yoked Together’” (The Watchtower, December 2018)











^  See Endnote 4 about separation when adultery is not involved.


^  In some cultures, parents choose a marriage mate for their son or daughter. When that is the case, loving parents first consider, not the money or social standing of the potential spouse, but whether he or she loves Jehovah.


^  If you are living with someone out of wedlock, whether you leave the person or marry is a personal decision.






^ (1 Cor. 7:32, 33) Indeed, I want you to be free from anxiety. The unmarried man is anxious for the things of the Lord, how he may gain the Lord’s approval. 33 But the married man is anxious for the things of the world, how he may gain the approval of his wife,



^ (1 Cor. 7:38) So also, whoever marries does well, but whoever does not marry will do better.



^ (Eccl. 4:9) Two are better than one because they have a good reward* for their hard work.

Or “greater benefit.”


^ (Gen. 2:24) That is why a man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to* his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Or “remain with.”


^ (Matt. 19:9) I say to you that whoever divorces his wife, except on the grounds of sexual immorality, and marries another commits adultery.”



^ (1 Tim. 3:2) The overseer should therefore be irreprehensible, a husband of one wife, moderate in habits, sound in mind, orderly, hospitable, qualified to teach,



^ (Matt. 19:11, 12) He said to them: “Not all men make room for the saying, but only those who have the gift. 12 For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs on account of the Kingdom of the heavens. Let the one who can make room for it make room for it.”



^ (Matt. 4:23) Then he went throughout the whole of Galʹi·lee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the good news of the Kingdom and curing every sort of disease and every sort of infirmity among the people.



^ (1 Cor. 7:36) But if anyone thinks he is behaving improperly by remaining unmarried, and if he is past the bloom of youth, then this is what should take place: Let him do what he wants; he does not sin. Let them marry.



^ (Matt. 19:4-6) In reply he said: “Have you not read that the one who created them from the beginning made them male and female 5 and said: ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother and will stick to his wife, and the two will be one flesh’? 6 So that they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has yoked together, let no man put apart.”



^ (Matt. 19:9) I say to you that whoever divorces his wife, except on the grounds of sexual immorality, and marries another commits adultery.”



^ (1 Cor. 7:39) A wife is bound as long as her husband is alive. But if her husband should fall asleep in death, she is free to be married to whomever she wants, only in the Lord.



^ (2 Cor. 6:14) Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what fellowship do righteousness and lawlessness have? Or what sharing does light have with darkness?



^ (Mal. 2:13, 14) “And there is another* thing that you do, which results in covering the altar of Jehovah with tears and with weeping and sighing, so that he no longer pays attention to your gift offering or looks favorably on anything from your hand. 14 And you say, ‘For what reason?’ It is because Jehovah has acted as a witness between you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously, although she is your partner and your wife by covenant.*

Lit., “a second.”
Or “your legal wife.”


^ (Mal. 2:16) For I hate* divorce,” says Jehovah the God of Israel, “and the one who covers his garment with violence,”* says Jehovah of armies. “And guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and you must not deal treacherously.

Lit., “he hates.”
Or “who engages in violence.”


^ (Heb. 13:4) Let marriage be honorable among all, and let the marriage bed be without defilement, for God will judge sexually immoral people and adulterers.



^ (Titus 3:1) Continue reminding them to be in subjection and to be obedient to governments and authorities, to be ready for every good work,









^ ***lff lesson 56 Maintain Unity in the Congregation***


LESSON 56

Maintain Unity in the Congregation




When we are among fellow believers, we feel as King David did: “How good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1) Our unity is not an accident. Each of us plays a role in maintaining it.

1. What is remarkable among God’s people?

If you attend a congregation meeting in another land, you may find that you cannot understand the language, but in many ways you will feel at home. Why? Because we study the Bible using the same publications everywhere. And we strive to show love for one another. No matter where we live, we all “call on the name of Jehovah, to worship him in unity.”​—Zephaniah 3:9, footnote.

2. What can you do to promote unity?

“Love one another intensely from the heart.” (1 Peter 1:22) How can you apply this counsel? Rather than focusing on the imperfections of others, look for their good qualities. Instead of associating with only those who share your interests, try to get to know brothers and sisters who come from different backgrounds. We can also work hard to root out any feelings of prejudice we may have.​—Read 1 Peter 2:17.*

3. What will you do when you have a disagreement with a fellow Christian?

We are united, but we are also imperfect. Sometimes we disappoint or even hurt one another. So God’s Word tells us to “continue . . . forgiving one another,” adding: “Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same.” (Read Colossians 3:13.) We have hurt Jehovah countless times, and yet he has forgiven us. So he expects us to forgive our brothers. If you realize that you have hurt someone, take the initiative to settle matters.​—Read Matthew 5:23, 24.*




DIG DEEPER


Look for ways that you can contribute to the unity and peace of the congregation.



4. Overcome prejudice

We want to love all our brothers. But we may struggle to accept someone who seems different from us. What can help? Read Acts 10:34, 35, and then discuss these questions:

	  Jehovah accepts as his Witnesses all sorts of people. How should that affect your view of others who come from a background different from yours?



	  What kinds of prejudice common in your area do you want to avoid?





Read 2 Corinthians 6:11-13, and then discuss this question:

	  How do you think you could draw closer to brothers and sisters of a different background?





5. Forgive freely and make peace

Jehovah forgives us freely even though he will never need us to forgive him. Read Psalm 86:5, and then discuss these questions:

	  How great is Jehovah’s forgiveness?



	  Why are you grateful for his forgiveness?



	  What situations could make it difficult for us to get along with others?





How can we imitate Jehovah and remain united with our brothers and sisters? Read Proverbs 19:11, and then discuss this question:

	  When someone annoys or offends you, what could you do to make the situation better?





Sometimes we offend others. When that happens, what should we do? Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.



VIDEO: Making Peace Brings Blessings (6:01)





	  In the video, what did the sister do to make peace?







6. Look for the good in your brothers and sisters

When we get closer to our brothers and sisters, we get to know their strengths and their weaknesses. How can we focus on their strengths? Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.



VIDEO: Become More Beautiful! (5:10)





	  What can help you to see the positive qualities of your brothers and sisters?





Jehovah focuses on our good qualities. Read 2 Chronicles 16:9a, and then discuss this question:

	  How does knowing that Jehovah focuses on your good qualities make you feel?










SOME PEOPLE SAY: “Before I forgive someone, he has to earn my forgiveness.”

	  Why should we be eager to forgive others?










SUMMARY

You can help to maintain unity in the congregation by being forgiving and showing love for all your brothers and sisters.

Review

	  How can you overcome prejudice?



	  What will you do if you have a disagreement with a fellow Christian?



	  Why do you want to imitate Jehovah’s example of forgiving others?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

If you find it difficult to get along with another Christian, get to know him better and identify some of his good qualities.



Other: 










EXPLORE



Learn how one of Jesus’ illustrations can help us to avoid judging others.

Remove the Rafter (6:56)







Do we need to apologize if we feel we have not done anything wrong?

“Apologizing​—A Key to Making Peace” (The Watchtower, November 1, 2002)







See how some have learned to treat others impartially.

Do Not Judge by Outward Appearance (5:06)







Consider ways you can deal with personal conflicts before they disturb the peace of the congregation.

“Settle Differences in a Spirit of Love” (The Watchtower, May 2016)











^  Endnote 6 considers how love moves Christians to avoid transmitting infectious disease.


^  Endnote 7 discusses how to settle business and legal matters.






^ (Ps. 133:1) Look! How good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!



^ (Zeph. 3:9) For then I will change the language of the peoples to a pure language, So that all of them may call on the name of Jehovah, To serve him shoulder to shoulder.’*

Or “worship him in unity.”


^ (1 Pet. 1:22) Now that you have purified yourselves* by your obedience to the truth with unhypocritical brotherly affection as the result, love one another intensely from the heart.

Or “your souls.”


^ (1 Pet. 2:17) Honor men of all sorts, have love for the whole association of brothers,* be in fear of God, honor the king.

Lit., “the brotherhood.”


^ (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same.



^ (Matt. 5:23, 24) “If, then, you are bringing your gift to the altar and there you remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar, and go away. First make your peace with your brother, and then come back and offer your gift.



^ (Acts 10:34, 35) At this Peter began to speak, and he said: “Now I truly understand that God is not partial, 35 but in every nation the man who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.



^ (2 Cor. 6:11-13) We have opened our mouth to speak to you, Corinthians, and we have opened wide our heart. 12 We are not restricted in our affections for you, but you are restricted in your own tender affections for us. 13 So in response—I speak as to my children—you too open your hearts wide.



^ (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^ (Prov. 19:11) The insight of a man certainly slows down his anger, And it is beauty on his part to overlook* an offense.*

Lit., “pass over.”
Or “a transgression.”


^ (2 Chron. 16:9) For the eyes of Jehovah are roving about through all the earth to show his strength* in behalf of those whose heart is complete toward* him. You have acted foolishly in this matter; from now on there will be wars against you.”

Or “support.”
Or “completely devoted to.”








^ ***lff lesson 57 What if You Commit a Serious Sin?***


LESSON 57

What if You Commit a Serious Sin?




Even though you love Jehovah deeply and you try hard to avoid doing anything that would hurt him, you will occasionally make mistakes. However, some sins are more serious than others. (1 Corinthians 6:9, 10) If you commit a serious sin, remember that Jehovah has not stopped loving you; he is willing to forgive and help you.

1. What must we do to receive Jehovah’s forgiveness?

Those who love Jehovah are filled with sorrow when they realize that they have committed a serious sin. But they find comfort in what Jehovah promised his people: “Though your sins are like scarlet, they will be made as white as snow.” (Isaiah 1:18) If we sincerely repent, Jehovah will completely forgive us. How do we repent? Moved by deep regret, we stop doing what is bad and beg Jehovah to forgive us. Then we work hard to change the wrong thinking or habits that led to our sin, and we try to live according to Jehovah’s clean standards.​—Read Isaiah 55:6, 7.

2. How does Jehovah use the elders to help us when we sin?

If we commit a serious sin, Jehovah tells us to “call the elders of the congregation.” (Read James 5:14, 15.) These appointed men love Jehovah and his sheep. They are qualified to help us repair our relationship with Jehovah.​—Galatians 6:1.

How do the elders help us if we commit a serious sin? Two or three elders will correct us, using Scriptural counsel. They will also give us practical suggestions and encouragement to help us avoid sinning again. To protect the congregation from harmful influences, the elders remove from the congregation any who commit serious sins and are unrepentant.




DIG DEEPER


Deepen your appreciation for how Jehovah helps us if we commit a serious sin.



3. Confessing helps us to heal

Any sin we commit involves Jehovah, so we rightly confess to him. Read Psalm 32:1-5, and then discuss this question:

	  Why is it good for us to confess our sins to Jehovah instead of trying to hide them?






In addition to confessing our sins to Jehovah, we find relief when we seek help from the elders. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.







VIDEO: “Those Whom Jehovah Loves He Disciplines” (3:01)








	  In the video, how did elders help Canon return to Jehovah?





We need to be open and honest with the elders; they are there to help us. Read James 5:16, and then discuss this question:

	  How does being honest with the elders make it easier for them to help us?









4. Jehovah shows mercy to sinners

If a person who has committed a serious sin refuses to follow Jehovah’s standards, he is removed from the congregation, and we do not socialize with him. Read 1 Corinthians 5:6, 11, and then discuss this question:

	  Just as leaven ferments bread dough, how would socializing with an unrepentant sinner affect the congregation?






In imitation of Jehovah’s mercy toward imperfect sinners, elders reach out and help those who have been removed from the congregation. Many have returned to the congregation because the discipline, although painful, brought them to their senses.​—Psalm 141:5.



	  How does the way Jehovah deals with sinners show that he is reasonable, merciful, and loving?







5. Jehovah forgives us when we repent

Jesus used an illustration that helps us understand how Jehovah feels when a person repents. Read Luke 15:1-7, and then discuss this question:

	  What does this teach you about Jehovah?





Read Ezekiel 33:11, and then discuss this question:

	  Repentance involves what important step?










SOME PEOPLE SAY: “I’m afraid that if I tell the elders about my sin, they will remove me from the congregation.”

	  What would you say to someone who feels that way?










SUMMARY

If we commit a serious sin but are sincerely sorry and determined to stop doing what is bad, Jehovah will forgive us.

Review

	  Why is it good for us to confess our sins to Jehovah?



	  What do we need to do to have our sins forgiven?



	  If we commit a serious sin, why should we seek help from the elders?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Get to know the elders in the congregation.



Other: 










EXPLORE



See how one man experienced Jehovah’s mercy that is described at Isaiah 1:18.

Never Doubt Jehovah’s Mercy (5:02)







How do the elders try to help those who commit a serious sin?

“Responding to Sin With Love and Mercy” (The Watchtower, August 2024)







Consider how love and mercy are shown toward unrepentant sinners.

“Help for Those Who Are Removed From the Congregation” (The Watchtower, August 2024)







In the story “I Needed to Return to Jehovah,” learn why a man who strayed from the truth felt that Jehovah drew him back.

“The Bible Changes Lives” (The Watchtower, April 1, 2012)













^ (1 Cor. 6:9, 10) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom.

Or “Do not be deceived.”


^ (Isa. 1:18) “Come, now, and let us set matters straight between us,” says Jehovah. “Though your sins are like scarlet, They will be made as white as snow; Though they are as red as crimson cloth, They will become like wool.



^ (Isa. 55:6, 7) Search for Jehovah while he may be found. Call to him while he is near.  7 Let the wicked man leave his way And the evil man his thoughts; Let him return to Jehovah, who will have mercy on him, To our God, for he will forgive in a large way.*

Or “will freely forgive.”


^ (Jas. 5:14, 15) Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.* 15 And the prayer of faith will make the sick one* well, and Jehovah* will raise him up. Also, if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

See App. A5.
Or possibly, “tired one.”
See App. A5.


^ (Gal. 6:1) Brothers, even if a man takes a false step before he is aware of it, you who have spiritual qualifications try to readjust such a man in a spirit of mildness. But keep an eye on yourself, for fear you too may be tempted.



^ (Ps. 32:1-5) Happy is the one whose transgression is pardoned, whose sin is covered.*  2 Happy is the man whom Jehovah does not charge with guilt, In whose spirit there is no deceit.  3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away because of my groaning all day long.  4 For day and night your hand* was heavy upon me. My strength evaporated* like water in the dry summer heat. (Selah)  5 Finally I confessed my sin to you; I did not cover my error. I said: “I will confess my transgressions to Jehovah.” And you pardoned the error of my sins. (Selah)

Or “forgiven.”
Or “displeasure.”
Or “My life’s moisture changed.”


^ (Jas. 5:16) Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.*

Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”


^ (1 Cor. 5:6) Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven ferments the whole batch of dough?



^ (1 Cor. 5:11) But now I am writing you to stop keeping company with anyone called a brother who is sexually immoral or a greedy person or an idolater or a reviler or a drunkard or an extortioner, not even eating with such a man.



^ (Ps. 141:5) Should the righteous one strike me, it would be an act of loyal love; Should he reprove me, it would be like oil on my head, Which my head would never refuse. My prayer will continue even during their calamities.



^ (Luke 15:1-7) Now all the tax collectors and the sinners kept gathering around him to hear him. 2 And both the Pharisees and the scribes kept muttering: “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 Then he told them this illustration, saying: 4 “What man among you with 100 sheep, on losing one of them, will not leave the 99 behind in the wilderness and go after the lost one until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he puts it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he gets home, he calls his friends and his neighbors together, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous ones who have no need of repentance.



^ (Ezek. 33:11) Tell them, ‘“As surely as I am alive,” declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, “I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that someone wicked changes his way and keeps living. Turn back, turn back from your bad ways, for why should you die, O house of Israel?”’



^ (Isa. 1:18) “Come, now, and let us set matters straight between us,” says Jehovah. “Though your sins are like scarlet, They will be made as white as snow; Though they are as red as crimson cloth, They will become like wool.









^ ***lff Get Started Reading the Bible***


Get Started Reading the Bible





You can enjoy reading the Bible! Here are some ideas to help you get started. Choose a topic that interests you, and read the cited scriptures.

Famous People and Stories

	Noah and the Flood: Genesis 6:9–9:19



	Moses at the Red Sea: Exodus 13:17–14:31



	Ruth and Naomi: Ruth chapters 1-4



	David and Goliath: 1 Samuel chapter 17



	Abigail: 1 Samuel 25:2-35



	Daniel in the lions’ den: Daniel chapter 6



	Elizabeth and Mary: Luke chapters 1-2





Wisdom for Daily Living

	Family life: Ephesians 5:28, 29, 33; 6:1-4



	Friendships: Proverbs 13:20; 17:17; 27:17



	Prayer: Psalm 55:22; 62:8; 1 John 5:14



	Sermon on the Mount: Matthew chapters 5-7



	Work: Proverbs 14:23; Ecclesiastes 3:12, 13; 4:6





When You Need Help With . . .

	Discouragement: Psalm 23; Isaiah 41:10



	Grief: 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4; 1 Peter 5:7



	Guilt: Psalm 86:5; Ezekiel 18:21, 22





What the Bible Says About . . .

	The last days: Matthew 24:3-14; 2 Timothy 3:1-5



	Hope for the future: Psalm 37:10, 11, 29; Revelation 21:3, 4










TIP: To see the context of the scriptures cited above, read the entire chapter(s) that contains those verses. Use the chart “Track Your Bible Reading” at the end of this publication to mark off each chapter as you read it. Make it your goal to read a portion of the Bible each day.







^ (Gen. 6:9-9:19) This is the history of Noah. Noah was a righteous man. He proved himself faultless* among his contemporaries.* Noah walked with the true God. 10 In time Noah became father to three sons, Shem, Ham, and Jaʹpheth. 11 But the earth had become ruined in the sight of the true God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 Yes, God looked upon the earth, and it was ruined; all flesh* had ruined its way on the earth. 13 After that God said to Noah: “I have decided to put an end to all flesh, because the earth is full of violence on account of them, so I am bringing them to ruin together with the earth. 14 Make for yourself an ark* from resinous wood. You will make compartments in the ark and cover it with tar* inside and outside. 15 This is how you will make it: The ark should be 300 cubits* long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high. 16 You will make a window for light* for the ark, one cubit from the top. You should put the entrance of the ark in its side and make it with a lower deck, a second deck, and a third deck. 17 “As for me, I am going to bring floodwaters upon the earth to destroy from under the heavens all flesh that has the breath of life.* Everything on the earth will perish. 18 And I am establishing my covenant with you, and you must go into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19 And bring into the ark two of every sort of living creature in order to preserve them alive with you, a male and a female; 20 of the flying creatures according to their kinds, the domestic animals according to their kinds, and all creeping animals of the ground according to their kinds, two of each will go in there to you to preserve them alive. 21 For your part, you are to collect and take with you every kind of food to eat, to serve as food for you and for the animals.” 22 And Noah did according to all that God had commanded him. He did just so. 
7 After that Jehovah said to Noah: “Go into the ark, you and all your household, because you are the one I have found to be righteous before me among this generation. 2 You must take with you every kind of clean animal by sevens,* the male and its mate; and of every animal that is not clean just two, the male and its mate; 3 also of the flying creatures of the sky by sevens,* male and female, to preserve their offspring alive over all the earth. 4 For in just seven days, I will make it rain on the earth for 40 days and 40 nights, and I will wipe from the surface of the ground every living thing that I have made.” 5 Then Noah did everything that Jehovah had commanded him. 6 Noah was 600 years old when the floodwaters came upon the earth. 7 So Noah, along with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, went into the ark ahead of the floodwaters. 8 Of every clean animal and of every animal that is not clean and of the flying creatures and of everything that moves on the ground, 9 they went inside the ark to Noah by twos, male and female, just as God had commanded Noah. 10 And seven days later the floodwaters came upon the earth. 11 In the 600th year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the 17th day of the month, on that day all the springs of the vast watery deep burst open and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. 12 And the rain poured down on the earth for 40 days and 40 nights. 13 On that very day, Noah went into the ark along with his sons, Shem, Ham, and Jaʹpheth, and his wife and the three wives of his sons. 14 They went in with every wild animal according to its kind, and every domestic animal according to its kind, and every creeping animal of the earth according to its kind, and every flying creature according to its kind, every bird, every winged creature. 15 They kept going to Noah inside the ark, two by two, of every sort of flesh that has the breath of life.* 16 So they went in, male and female of every sort of flesh, just as God had commanded him. After that Jehovah shut the door behind him. 17 The flooding continued* for 40 days on the earth, and the waters kept increasing and began carrying the ark, and it was floating high above the earth. 18 The waters became overwhelming and kept increasing greatly upon the earth, but the ark floated on the surface of the waters. 19 The waters overwhelmed the earth so greatly that all the tall mountains under the whole heavens were covered. 20 The waters rose up to 15 cubits* above the mountains. 21 So all living creatures* that were moving on the earth perished—the flying creatures, the domestic animals, the wild animals, the swarming creatures, and all mankind. 22 Everything on dry land that had the breath of life* in its nostrils died. 23 So He wiped every living thing from the surface of the earth, including man, animals, creeping animals, and the flying creatures of the sky. They were all wiped off the earth; only Noah and those with him in the ark survived. 24 And the waters continued overwhelming the earth for 150 days. 
8 But God gave attention to* Noah and to all the wild animals and domestic animals that were with him in the ark, and God caused a wind to blow over the earth, and the waters began to subside. 2 The springs of the watery deep and the floodgates of the heavens were stopped up, so the rain from the heavens stopped falling.* 3 Then the waters began to recede progressively from the earth. By the end of 150 days, the waters had subsided. 4 In the seventh month, on the 17th day of the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Arʹa·rat. 5 And the waters were steadily decreasing until the tenth month. In the tenth month, on the first of the month, the tops of the mountains appeared. 6 So at the end of 40 days, Noah opened the window that he had made in the ark 7 and sent out a raven; it continued flying outside and returning, until the waters dried off the earth. 8 Later he sent out a dove to see whether the waters had receded from the surface of the ground. 9 The dove did not find any resting-place to perch,* so it returned to him into the ark because the waters were still covering the surface of the whole earth. So he reached his hand out and brought it inside the ark. 10 He waited seven more days, and once again he sent out the dove from the ark. 11 When the dove came to him toward evening, he saw that there was a freshly plucked olive leaf in its bill! So Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth. 12 He waited still another seven days. Then he sent out the dove, but it did not return to him anymore. 13 Now in the 601st year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the waters had drained from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark and saw that the surface of the ground was drying. 14 In the second month, on the 27th day of the month, the earth had dried off. 15 God now said to Noah: 16 “Go out of the ark, you, your wife, your sons, and your sons’ wives. 17 Bring out with you all the living creatures of every sort of flesh, of the flying creatures and of the animals and of all the creeping animals of the earth, that they may multiply* on the earth and be fruitful and become many on the earth.” 18 So Noah went out, together with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives. 19 Every living creature, every creeping animal and every flying creature, everything that moves on the earth, went out of the ark by families. 20 Then Noah built an altar to Jehovah and took some of all the clean animals and of all the clean flying creatures and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And Jehovah began to smell a pleasing* aroma. So Jehovah said in his heart: “Never again will I curse* the ground on man’s account, for the inclination of the heart of man is bad from his youth up; and never again will I strike down every living thing as I have done. 22 From now on, the earth will never cease to have seed-sowing and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and day and night.” 
9 God went on to bless Noah and his sons and to say to them: “Be fruitful and become many and fill the earth. 2 A fear of you and a terror of you will continue upon every living creature of the earth and upon every flying creature of the heavens, upon everything that moves on the ground and upon all the fish of the sea. They are now given into your hand.* 3 Every moving animal that is alive may serve as food for you. Just as I gave you the green vegetation, I give them all to you. 4 Only flesh with its life*—its blood—you must not eat. 5 Besides that, I will demand an accounting for your lifeblood.* I will demand an accounting from every living creature; and from each man I will demand an accounting for the life of his brother. 6 Anyone shedding man’s blood, by man will his own blood be shed, for in God’s image He made man. 7 As for you, be fruitful and become many, and increase abundantly on the earth and multiply.” 8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9 “I am now establishing my covenant with you and with your offspring after you, 10 and with every living creature* that is with you, the birds, the animals, and all the living creatures of the earth with you, all those that came out of the ark—every living creature of the earth. 11 Yes, I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all flesh* be destroyed by the waters of a flood, and never again will a flood bring the earth to ruin.” 12 And God added: “This is the sign of the covenant that I am making between me and you and every living creature* that is with you, for all future generations. 13 I put my rainbow in the cloud, and it will serve as a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 Whenever I bring a cloud over the earth, then the rainbow will certainly appear in the cloud. 15 And I will certainly remember my covenant that I made between me and you and every living creature of every kind;* and never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 And the rainbow will occur in the cloud, and I will certainly see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of every kind* on the earth.” 17 God repeated to Noah: “This is the sign of the covenant that I establish between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 18 Noah’s sons who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Jaʹpheth. Ham later became the father of Caʹnaan. 19 These three were Noah’s sons, and all the earth’s population came from them and spread abroad.

Or “blameless.”
Lit., “his generations.”
Or “people.”
Lit., “a chest”; a large vessel.
Or “pitch.”
A cubit equaled 44.5 cm (17.5 in.). See App. B14.
Hebrew, tsoʹhar. Another view is that the tsoʹhar refers to a roof with a one-cubit pitch, or incline, rather than an opening for light or a window.
Or “the spirit of life.”
Or possibly, “seven pairs of every clean animal.”
Or possibly, “seven pairs of the flying creatures of the sky.”
Or “the spirit of life.”
Or “kept coming.”
A cubit equaled 44.5 cm (17.5 in.). See App. B14.
Lit., “all flesh.”
Or “the breath of the spirit of life.”
Lit., “remembered.”
Or “was restrained.”
Or “for the sole of its foot.”
Or “swarm.”
Or “appeasing; soothing.” Lit., “restful.”
Or “call down evil upon.”
Or “given under your authority.”
Or “soul.”
Or “the blood of your souls.”
Or “soul.”
Or “living things.”
Or “soul.”
Or “every living soul of all flesh.”
Or “every living soul of all flesh.”


^ (Ex. 13:17-14:31) Now when Pharʹaoh sent the people away, God did not lead them by the way of the land of the Phi·lisʹtines, although it was near. For God said: “The people may change their minds when they are confronted by war and will return to Egypt.” 18 So God made the people go around by the way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. But it was in battle formation that the Israelites went up out of the land of Egypt. 19 Moses also took Joseph’s bones with him, because Joseph had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear: “God will not fail to turn his attention to you, and you must take my bones up out of here with you.” 20 They departed from Sucʹcoth and encamped at Eʹtham, at the edge of the wilderness. 21 Now Jehovah was going ahead of them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day and by night. 22 The pillar of cloud would not move away from before the people during the day, nor the pillar of fire at night. 
14 Jehovah now said to Moses: 2 “Tell the Israelites that they should turn back and encamp before Pi·ha·hiʹroth, between Migʹdol and the sea, within view of Baʹal-zeʹphon. You are to encamp facing it by the sea. 3 Then Pharʹaoh will say about the Israelites, ‘They are wandering in confusion in the land. The wilderness has closed in on them.’ 4 I will allow Pharʹaoh’s heart to become obstinate, and he will chase after them, and I will glorify myself by means of Pharʹaoh and all his army; and the Egyptians will certainly know that I am Jehovah.” So that is what they did. 5 Later it was reported to the king of Egypt that the people had run away. Immediately, Pharʹaoh and his servants had a change of heart regarding the people, and they said: “Why did we do this and release Israel from serving as slaves for us?” 6 So he made his war chariots ready, and he took his people with him. 7 He took 600 chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt, with warriors on every one of them. 8 Thus Jehovah allowed the heart of Pharʹaoh king of Egypt to become obstinate, and he chased after the Israelites, while the Israelites were going out with confidence.* 9 The Egyptians chased after them, and all the chariot horses of Pharʹaoh and his cavalrymen and his army were catching up with them while they were camping by the sea, by Pi·ha·hiʹroth, facing Baʹal-zeʹphon. 10 When Pharʹaoh got closer, the Israelites raised their eyes and saw the Egyptians pursuing them. The Israelites became terrified and began to cry out to Jehovah. 11 They said to Moses: “Is it because there are no burial places in Egypt that you have brought us here to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us by leading us out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt when we said, ‘Let us alone, so that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it is better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13 Then Moses said to the people: “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and see the salvation of Jehovah that he will perform for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you will never ever see again. 14 Jehovah himself will fight for you, and you will keep silent.” 15 Jehovah now said to Moses: “Why do you keep crying out to me? Tell the Israelites that they should break camp. 16 As for you, lift up your rod and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, so that the Israelites may go through the midst of the sea on dry ground. 17 As for me, I am allowing the hearts of the Egyptians to become obstinate, so that they will go in after them; thus I will glorify myself by means of Pharʹaoh and all his army, his war chariots, and his cavalrymen. 18 And the Egyptians will certainly know that I am Jehovah when I glorify myself by means of Pharʹaoh, his war chariots, and his cavalrymen.” 19 Then the angel of the true God who was going ahead of the camp of Israel departed and went to their rear, and the pillar of cloud that was in front of them moved to the rear and stood behind them. 20 So it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. On the one side, it was a dark cloud. On the other side, it was lighting up the night. So the one camp did not come near the other camp all night long. 21 Moses now stretched out his hand over the sea; and Jehovah drove the sea back with a strong east wind all night long, turning the sea basin into dry ground, and the waters divided. 22 So the Israelites went through the midst of the sea on dry ground, while the waters formed a wall on their right hand and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharʹaoh’s horses, his war chariots, and his cavalrymen began going after them into the midst of the sea. 24 During the morning watch,* Jehovah looked at the camp of the Egyptians from within the pillar of fire and cloud, and he threw the camp of the Egyptians into confusion. 25 He kept taking wheels off their chariots so that they were driving them with difficulty, and the Egyptians were saying: “Let us flee from any contact with Israel, because Jehovah is fighting for them against the Egyptians.” 26 Then Jehovah said to Moses: “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may come back over the Egyptians, their war chariots, and their cavalrymen.” 27 Moses at once stretched out his hand over the sea, and as morning approached, the sea returned to its normal condition. As the Egyptians fled from it, Jehovah shook the Egyptians off into the midst of the sea. 28 The returning waters covered the war chariots and the cavalrymen and all of Pharʹaoh’s army who had gone into the sea after them. Not so much as one among them was allowed to survive. 29 But the Israelites walked on dry ground in the midst of the seabed, and the waters formed a wall on their right hand and on their left. 30 Thus Jehovah saved Israel on that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Israel also saw the great power* that Jehovah wielded against the Egyptians, and the people began to fear Jehovah and to put faith in Jehovah and in his servant Moses.

Lit., “with uplifted hand.”
That is, about 2:00 a.m. until 6:00 a.m.
Lit., “hand.”


^ (Ruth 1:1-4:22) Now in the days when the judges administered justice,* a famine occurred in the land; and a man went from Bethʹle·hem in Judah to reside as a foreigner in the fields* of Moʹab, he along with his wife and his two sons. 2 The man’s name was E·limʹe·lech,* his wife’s name was Na·oʹmi,* and the names of his two sons were Mahʹlon* and Chilʹi·on.* They were Ephʹrath·ites from Bethʹle·hem in Judah. And they came to the fields of Moʹab and remained there. 3 After some time E·limʹe·lech, Na·oʹmi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 The men later married Moʹab·ite women; one was named Orʹpah, and the other was named Ruth. They remained there for about ten years. 5 Then the two sons, Mahʹlon and Chilʹi·on, also died, and the woman was left without her two children and her husband. 6 So she started out with her daughters-in-law to return from the fields of Moʹab, for she had heard in Moʹab that Jehovah had turned his attention to his people by giving them food.* 7 She left the place where she had been living with both of her daughters-in-law. As they were walking on the road to return to the land of Judah, 8 Na·oʹmi said to both of her daughters-in-law: “Go, return, each of you to your mother’s home. May Jehovah show loyal love to you, just as you have shown it to the men who have died and to me. 9 May Jehovah grant* that each of you finds security* in the home of your husband.” Then she kissed them, and they wept loudly. 10 They kept saying to her: “No, but we will go with you to your people.” 11 But Na·oʹmi said: “Return, my daughters. Why should you go with me? Can I still give birth to sons who could become your husbands? 12 Return, my daughters. Go, for I have grown too old to marry. Even if I could hope to find a husband tonight and could also bear sons, 13 would you keep waiting for them until they could grow up? Would you refrain from getting remarried for their sakes? No, my daughters, I feel very bitter for you, because the hand of Jehovah has turned against me.” 14 Again they wept loudly, after which Orʹpah kissed her mother-in-law and departed. But Ruth stuck with her. 15 So Na·oʹmi said: “Look! Your widowed sister-in-law has returned to her people and her gods. Return with your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said: “Do not plead with me to abandon you, to turn back from accompanying you; for where you go I will go, and where you spend the night, I will spend the night. Your people will be my people, and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May Jehovah do so to me and add to it if anything but death should separate me from you.” 18 When Na·oʹmi saw that Ruth insisted on going with her, she stopped trying to convince her. 19 And they both continued on their way until they came to Bethʹle·hem. As soon as they arrived in Bethʹle·hem, the whole city became stirred up over them, and women were saying: “Is this Na·oʹmi?” 20 She would say to the women: “Do not call me Na·oʹmi.* Call me Maʹra,* for the Almighty has made life very bitter for me. 21 I was full when I went, but Jehovah made me return empty-handed. Why should you call me Na·oʹmi, when it is Jehovah who opposed me and the Almighty who caused me calamity?” 22 This is how Na·oʹmi returned from the fields of Moʹab, along with her Moʹab·ite daughter-in-law Ruth. They came to Bethʹle·hem at the beginning of the barley harvest. 
2 Now Na·oʹmi had a relative on her husband’s side who was very wealthy; his name was Boʹaz, and he was of the family of E·limʹe·lech. 2 Ruth the Moʹab·i·tess said to Na·oʹmi: “Let me go out, please, to the fields and glean among the ears of grain behind whoever looks on me with favor.” So Na·oʹmi said to her: “Go, my daughter.” 3 At that she went out and began to glean in the field behind the harvesters. By chance she came upon a plot of land belonging to Boʹaz, who was of the family of E·limʹe·lech. 4 Just then Boʹaz arrived from Bethʹle·hem and said to the harvesters: “Jehovah be with you.” And they replied: “Jehovah bless you.” 5 Boʹaz then asked the young man in charge of the harvesters: “To whom does this young woman belong?” 6 The young man in charge of the harvesters answered: “The young woman is a Moʹab·i·tess who returned with Na·oʹmi from the fields of Moʹab. 7 She asked, ‘Please, may I glean and gather among the cut-off ears* of grain left behind by the harvesters?’ And she has been on her feet since she came this morning until just now, when she sat in the shelter for a short rest.” 8 Then Boʹaz said to Ruth: “Listen, my daughter. Do not go away to glean in another field, and do not go anywhere else; stay close by my young women. 9 Keep your eyes on the field that they harvest, and go with them. I have commanded the young men not to touch* you. When you are thirsty, go to the water jars and drink from what the young men have drawn.” 10 At that she fell facedown and bowed down to the ground and said to him: “How have I found favor in your eyes, and why have you taken notice of me, when I am a foreigner?” 11 Boʹaz answered her: “A full report was made to me of all you have done for your mother-in-law after the death of your husband and how you left your father and your mother and the land of your relatives to go to a people whom you had not known before. 12 May Jehovah reward you for what you have done, and may there be a perfect wage* for you from Jehovah the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge.” 13 To this she said: “Let me find favor in your eyes, my lord, because you have comforted me and spoken reassuringly to* your servant, although I am not even one of your servants.” 14 Boʹaz said to her at mealtime: “Come here, eat some of the bread, and dip your piece in the vinegar.” So she sat down beside the harvesters. He then handed her some roasted grain, and she ate and was satisfied, and she had something left over. 15 When she got up to glean, Boʹaz commanded his young men: “Let her glean even among the cut-off ears* of grain, and do not mistreat her. 16 You should also be sure to pull out some ears of grain from the bundles for her and leave them behind for her to glean, and do not say anything to stop her.” 17 So she continued to glean in the field until evening. When she beat out what she had gleaned, it came to about an eʹphah* of barley. 18 Then she took it and went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. Ruth also took out and gave to her the food that was left over after she had eaten her fill. 19 Her mother-in-law then said to her: “Where did you glean today? Where did you work? May the one who took notice of you be blessed.” So she told her mother-in-law about whom she had worked with, saying: “The name of the man I worked with today is Boʹaz.” 20 At that Na·oʹmi said to her daughter-in-law: “May he be blessed by Jehovah, who has not failed in his loyal love toward the living and the dead.” Na·oʹmi continued: “The man is related to us. He is one of our repurchasers.”* 21 Then Ruth the Moʹab·i·tess said: “He also told me, ‘Stay close by my young people until they have finished my entire harvest.’” 22 Na·oʹmi said to her daughter-in-law Ruth: “It is better, my daughter, for you to go out with his young women than to be harassed in another field.” 23 So she stayed close to the young women of Boʹaz and gleaned until the barley harvest and the wheat harvest came to an end. And she kept dwelling with her mother-in-law. 
3 Na·oʹmi, her mother-in-law, now said to her: “My daughter, should I not look for a home* for you, so that it may go well with you? 2 Is not Boʹaz our relative? He is the one whose young women you were with. Tonight he is winnowing barley at the threshing floor. 3 So wash yourself and rub on some perfumed oil; then dress up* and go down to the threshing floor. Do not make your presence known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 When he lies down, take note of the place where he lies down; then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what you should do.” 5 At that she replied: “All that you say to me I will do.” 6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did all that her mother-in-law had instructed her to do. 7 Meanwhile, Boʹaz ate and drank and was feeling good at heart. Then he went to lie down at the end of the grain heap. After that she quietly came and uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 At midnight the man began to shiver, and he leaned forward and saw a woman lying at his feet. 9 He said: “Who are you?” She replied: “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread out your garment* over your servant, for you are a repurchaser.” 10 At that he said: “May Jehovah bless you, my daughter. You have shown your loyal love more in this last instance than in the first instance, by not going after the young men, whether poor or rich. 11 And now, my daughter, have no fear. I will do for you everything that you say, for everyone in the city* knows that you are an excellent woman. 12 While it is true that I am a repurchaser, there is a repurchaser more closely related than I am. 13 Stay here tonight, and if he will repurchase you in the morning, fine! Let him repurchase you. But if he does not want to repurchase you, I will then repurchase you myself, as surely as Jehovah lives. Lie down here until the morning.” 14 So she lay at his feet until the morning and then got up before it was light enough for anyone to be recognized. He then said: “Do not let it be known that a woman came to the threshing floor.” 15 He also said: “Bring the cloak that you are wearing, and hold it out.” So she held it out, and he put six measures* of barley in it and put it on her, after which he went into the city. 16 She went her way to her mother-in-law, who now said: “How did it go for you,* my daughter?” She told her everything that the man had done for her. 17 She added: “He gave me these six measures of barley and said to me, ‘Do not go empty-handed to your mother-in-law.’” 18 At that she said: “Sit here, my daughter, until you learn how the matter will turn out, for the man will not rest until he settles the matter today.” 
4 Now Boʹaz went up to the city gate and sat there. And look! the repurchaser whom Boʹaz had mentioned passed by. At that Boʹaz said: “Come here and sit down, So-and-so.” And he went over and sat down. 2 Then Boʹaz took ten of the city elders and said: “Sit down here.” So they sat down. 3 Boʹaz now said to the repurchaser: “Na·oʹmi, who has returned from the fields of Moʹab, must sell the plot of land that belonged to our brother E·limʹe·lech. 4 So I thought I should disclose it to you and say, ‘Buy it in front of the inhabitants and the elders of my people. If you will repurchase it, repurchase it. But if you will not repurchase it, tell me so that I will know, for you have the claim to repurchase it, and I am next in line after you.’” He replied: “I am willing to repurchase it.” 5 Then Boʹaz said: “On the day you buy the field from Na·oʹmi, you must also buy it from Ruth the Moʹab·i·tess, the wife of the dead man, in order to restore the name of the dead man to his inheritance.” 6 To this the repurchaser said: “I am unable to repurchase it, for I may ruin my own inheritance. Repurchase it for yourself with my right of repurchase, because I am not able to repurchase it.” 7 Now this was the custom of former times in Israel concerning the right of repurchase and exchange to validate every sort of transaction: A man had to remove his sandal and give it to the other party, and this was the manner of confirming an agreement* in Israel. 8 So when the repurchaser said to Boʹaz, “Buy it for yourself,” he removed his sandal. 9 Then Boʹaz said to the elders and all the people: “You are witnesses today that I am buying from Na·oʹmi all that belonged to E·limʹe·lech and all that belonged to Chilʹi·on and Mahʹlon. 10 I am also acquiring Ruth the Moʹab·i·tess, the wife of Mahʹlon, as a wife to restore the name of the dead man to his inheritance, so that the name of the dead man will not be cut off from among his brothers and from the city gate of his home. You are witnesses today.” 11 At this all the people who were in the city gate and the elders said: “We are witnesses! May Jehovah grant the wife who is entering your house to be like Rachel and like Leʹah, both of whom built the house of Israel. May you prosper in Ephʹra·thah and make a good name* in Bethʹle·hem. 12 May your house become like the house of Peʹrez, whom Taʹmar bore to Judah, through the offspring that Jehovah will give you by this young woman.” 13 So Boʹaz took Ruth and she became his wife. He had relations with her, and Jehovah let her conceive and she gave birth to a son. 14 Then the women said to Na·oʹmi: “Praised be Jehovah, who has not left you without a repurchaser today. May his name be proclaimed in Israel! 15 He* has restored* your life* and will sustain you in your old age, because he has been born to your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than seven sons.” 16 Na·oʹmi took the child and held him to her bosom, and she cared for him.* 17 Then the neighbor women gave him a name. They said, “A son has been born to Na·oʹmi,” and they named him Oʹbed. He is the father of Jesʹse, David’s father. 18 Now this is the family line* of Peʹrez: Peʹrez became father to Hezʹron; 19 Hezʹron became father to Ram; Ram became father to Am·minʹa·dab; 20 Am·minʹa·dab became father to Nahʹshon; Nahʹshon became father to Salʹmon; 21 Salʹmon became father to Boʹaz; Boʹaz became father to Oʹbed; 22 Oʹbed became father to Jesʹse; and Jesʹse became father to David.

Lit., “judged.”
Or “region.”
Meaning “My God Is King.”
Meaning “My Pleasantness.”
Possibly from a Hebrew word meaning “grow weak; fall sick.”
Meaning “One Failing; One Coming to an End.”
Lit., “bread.”
Or “make a gift.”
Lit., “a resting-place.”
Meaning “My Pleasantness.”
Meaning “Bitter.”
Or possibly, “the sheaves.”
Or “disturb.”
Or “a full reward.”
Lit., “spoken to the heart of.”
Or possibly, “the sheaves.”
About 22 L (20 dry qt). See App. B14.
Or “one of our relatives with the right to repurchase (redeem).”
Lit., “resting-place.”
Or “put on your outer garments.”
Or “the skirt of your garment.”
Lit., “all the gate of my people.”
Possibly six seah measures, or about 44 L (40 dry qt). See App. B14.
Lit., “Who are you?”
Or “the attestation.”
Lit., “proclaim a name.”
That is, Naomi’s grandson.
Or “has become a restorer of.”
Or “soul.”
Or “became his nurse.”
Lit., “these are the generations.”


^ (1 Sam. 17:1-58) And the Phi·lisʹtines assembled their armies* for war. They assembled at Soʹcoh, which belongs to Judah, and they camped between Soʹcoh and A·zeʹkah, in Eʹphes-damʹmim. 2 Saul and the men of Israel assembled and camped in the Valley* of Eʹlah, and they drew up in battle formation to meet the Phi·lisʹtines. 3 The Phi·lisʹtines occupied the mountain on one side, and the Israelites occupied the mountain on the other side, with the valley between them. 4 Then a champion came out from the camps of the Phi·lisʹtines; his name was Go·liʹath, from Gath, and his height was six cubits and a span.* 5 He had a helmet of copper on his head, and he was wearing a coat of mail of overlapping scales. The weight of the copper coat of mail was 5,000 shekels.* 6 He had shin guards of copper on his legs and a javelin of copper slung between his shoulders. 7 The wooden shaft of his spear was like the beam of loom workers, and the iron blade of his spear weighed 600 shekels;* and his shield-bearer was marching ahead of him. 8 Then he stood and called out to the battle line of Israel and said to them: “Why have you come out to draw up in battle formation? Am I not the Phi·lisʹtine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight with me and strike me down, we will then become your servants. But if I prevail against him and strike him down, you will become our servants and serve us.” 10 The Phi·lisʹtine then said: “I do taunt* the battle line of Israel this day. Give me a man, and let us fight it out!” 11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Phi·lisʹtine, they became terrified and greatly afraid. 12 Now David was the son of the Ephʹrath·ite from Bethʹle·hem of Judah named Jesʹse, who had eight sons and who in the days of Saul was already an old man. 13 The three oldest sons of Jesʹse had followed Saul to the war. The names of his three sons who went to war were E·liʹab the firstborn, his second son A·binʹa·dab, and the third Shamʹmah. 14 David was the youngest, and the three oldest followed Saul. 15 David was going back and forth from Saul to tend the sheep of his father at Bethʹle·hem. 16 Meanwhile, the Phi·lisʹtine would come forward and take his position each morning and each evening for 40 days. 17 Then Jesʹse said to his son David: “Take, please, this eʹphah* of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread, and carry them quickly to your brothers in the camp. 18 And take these ten portions of cheese* to the chief of the thousand; also, you should check on the welfare of your brothers and bring back some token from them.” 19 They were with Saul and all the other men of Israel in the Valley* of Eʹlah, fighting against the Phi·lisʹtines. 20 So David got up early in the morning and left someone in charge of the sheep; then he packed up and went just as Jesʹse had commanded him. When he came to the camp enclosure, the army was going out to the battle line, shouting a battle cry. 21 Israel and the Phi·lisʹtines drew up so that one battle line faced the other battle line. 22 David immediately left his baggage in the care of the baggage keeper and ran to the battle line. When he arrived, he began asking about the welfare of his brothers. 23 While he was speaking with them, there came the champion named Go·liʹath, the Phi·lisʹtine from Gath. He came out from the battle line of the Phi·lisʹtines, and he spoke the same words as before, and David heard him. 24 When all the men of Israel saw the man, they fled from him, terrified. 25 The men of Israel were saying: “Have you seen this man who is coming out? He comes to taunt* Israel. The king will give great riches to the man who strikes him down, he will give him his own daughter, and he will give the house of his father exemption in Israel.” 26 David began to say to the men who were standing near him: “What will be done for the man who strikes down that Phi·lisʹtine over there and takes away reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Phi·lisʹtine that he should taunt* the battle line of the living God?” 27 Then the people told him the same thing as before: “This is what will be done for the man who strikes him down.” 28 When his oldest brother E·liʹab heard him speak to the men, he became angry with David and said: “Why have you come down? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the wilderness? I well know your presumptuousness and the bad intentions of your heart; you came down just to see the battle.” 29 To this David said: “What have I done now? I was only asking a question!” 30 So he turned from him toward someone else and asked the same thing as before, and the people gave him the same reply as before. 31 The words that David had spoken were overheard and reported to Saul. So he sent for him. 32 David said to Saul: “Let no one lose heart* because of him. Your servant will go and fight with this Phi·lisʹtine.” 33 But Saul said to David: “You are not able to go fight against this Phi·lisʹtine, for you are but a boy, and he has been a soldier* from his youth.” 34 David then said to Saul: “Your servant became a shepherd of his father’s flock, and a lion came, also a bear, and each carried off a sheep from the flock. 35 I went out after it and struck it down and rescued it from its mouth. When it rose up against me, I grabbed it by its fur* and struck it down and put it to death. 36 Your servant struck down both the lion and the bear, and this uncircumcised Phi·lisʹtine will become like one of them, for he has taunted* the battle lines of the living God.” 37 Then David added: “Jehovah, who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear, he is the one who will rescue me from the hand of this Phi·lisʹtine.” At this Saul said to David: “Go, and may Jehovah be with you.” 38 Saul now clothed David with his garments. He put a copper helmet on his head, after which he clothed him with a coat of mail. 39 Then David strapped on his sword over his garments and tried to go but could not, for he was not used to them. David said to Saul: “I am unable to go in these things, for I am not used to them.” So David took them off. 40 He then took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth stones from the streambed* and placed them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag, and his sling was in his hand. And he began approaching the Phi·lisʹtine. 41 The Phi·lisʹtine came closer and closer to David, and his shield-bearer was ahead of him. 42 When the Phi·lisʹtine looked and saw David, he sneered at him in contempt because he was just a ruddy and handsome boy. 43 So the Phi·lisʹtine said to David: “Am I a dog, so that you are coming against me with sticks?” With that the Phi·lisʹtine cursed David by his gods. 44 The Phi·lisʹtine said to David: “Just come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the heavens and to the beasts of the field.” 45 David replied to the Phi·lisʹtine: “You are coming against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I am coming against you in the name of Jehovah of armies, the God of the battle line of Israel, whom you have taunted.* 46 This very day Jehovah will surrender you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and on this day I will give the corpses of the camp of the Phi·lisʹtines to the birds of the heavens and to the wild beasts of the earth; and people of all the earth will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 And all those gathered here* will know that it is not with the sword or the spear that Jehovah saves, for the battle belongs to Jehovah, and he will give all of you into our hand.” 48 Then the Phi·lisʹtine rose and drew steadily closer to meet David, but David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Phi·lisʹtine. 49 David thrust his hand into his bag and took a stone from there and slung it. He struck the Phi·lisʹtine in the forehead, and the stone sank into his forehead and he fell facedown on the ground. 50 So David prevailed over the Phi·lisʹtine with a sling and a stone; he struck down the Phi·lisʹtine and put him to death, though there was no sword in David’s hand. 51 David continued running and stood over him. Then he took hold of the Phi·lisʹtine’s sword and pulled it out of its sheath and made sure that he was dead by cutting off his head with it. When the Phi·lisʹtines saw that their mighty one had died, they fled. 52 At that the men of Israel and of Judah rose and broke into shouting and pursued the Phi·lisʹtines all the way from the valley to the gates of Ekʹron, and the slain of the Phi·lisʹtines lay fallen along the road from Shaʹa·raʹim, as far as Gath and Ekʹron. 53 After the Israelites returned from hotly pursuing the Phi·lisʹtines, they pillaged their camps. 54 Then David took the head of the Phi·lisʹtine and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put the Phi·lisʹtine’s weapons in his own tent. 55 At the moment that Saul saw David go out to meet the Phi·lisʹtine, he said to Abʹner, the chief of the army: “Whose son is this boy, Abʹner?” Abʹner replied: “As surely as you live,* O king, I do not know!” 56 The king said: “Find out whose son the young man is.” 57 So as soon as David returned from striking down the Phi·lisʹtine, Abʹner took him and brought him before Saul with the head of the Phi·lisʹtine in his hand. 58 Saul now said to him: “Whose son are you, boy?” to which David said: “The son of your servant Jesʹse the Bethʹle·hem·ite.”

Lit., “camps.”
Or “Low Plain.”
His height was about 2.9 m (9 ft 5.75 in.). See App. B14.
About 57 kg (125 lb). See App. B14.
About 6.84 kg (15 lb). See App. B14.
Or “challenge.”
About 22 L (20 dry qt). See App. B14.
Lit., “milk.”
Or “Low Plain.”
Or “challenge.”
Or “challenge.”
Or “courage.”
Or “a man of war.”
Or “by the jaw.” Lit., “by its beard.”
Or “challenged.”
Or “wadi.”
Or “challenged.”
Lit., “all this congregation.”
Or “By the life of your soul.”


^ (1 Sam. 25:2-35) Now there was a man in Maʹon whose work was in Carʹmel.* The man was very wealthy; he had 3,000 sheep and 1,000 goats, and he was then shearing his sheep at Carʹmel. 3 The man’s name was Naʹbal, and his wife’s name was Abʹi·gail. The wife was discerning and beautiful, but the husband, a Caʹleb·ite, was harsh, and he behaved badly. 4 David heard in the wilderness that Naʹbal was shearing his sheep. 5 So David sent ten young men to him, and David told the young men: “Go up to Carʹmel, and when you come to Naʹbal, ask him in my name about his welfare. 6 Then say, ‘May you live long and may you be well* and may your household be well and may all that you have be well. 7 Now I hear that you are doing your shearing. When your shepherds were with us, we did not harm them, and they found nothing missing the whole time they were in Carʹmel. 8 Ask your young men, and they will tell you. May my young men find favor in your eyes, because we have come at a joyous time.* Please give to your servants and to your son David whatever you can spare.’” 9 So David’s young men went and told all of this to Naʹbal in David’s name. When they finished, 10 Naʹbal answered David’s servants: “Who is David, and who is the son of Jesʹse? Nowadays many servants are breaking away from their masters. 11 Do I have to take my bread and my water and the meat that I butchered for my shearers and give it to men who come from who knows where?” 12 At that David’s young men returned and reported all these words to him. 13 David immediately said to his men: “Everyone strap on your sword!” So they all strapped on their swords, and David also strapped on his own sword, and about 400 men went up with David, while 200 men stayed with the baggage. 14 Meanwhile, one of the servants reported to Abʹi·gail, Naʹbal’s wife: “Look! David sent messengers from the wilderness to wish our master well, but he screamed insults at them. 15 Those men were very good to us. They never harmed us, and we did not miss a single thing the whole time we were together with them in the fields. 16 They were like a protective wall around us, both by night and by day, the whole time we were with them shepherding the flock. 17 Now decide what you are going to do, for disaster has been determined against our master and against all his house, and he is such a worthless* man that no one can speak to him.” 18 So Abʹi·gail quickly took 200 loaves of bread, two large jars of wine, five dressed sheep, five seah measures* of roasted grain, 100 cakes of raisins, and 200 cakes of pressed figs and put all of it on the donkeys. 19 Then she said to her servants: “Go on ahead of me; I will follow you.” But she said nothing to her husband Naʹbal. 20 While she was riding on the donkey and going down under cover of the mountain, just then David and his men were coming down toward her, and she met them. 21 Now David had been saying: “It was for nothing that I guarded everything that belongs to this fellow in the wilderness. Not a single thing belonging to him went missing, and yet he repays me evil for good. 22 May God do the same and more to the enemies of David* if I allow a single male* of his to survive until the morning.” 23 When Abʹi·gail caught sight of David, she hurried down off the donkey and threw herself facedown before David, bowing to the ground. 24 She then fell at his feet and said: “My lord, let the blame be on me; let your servant girl speak to you, and listen to the words of your servant girl. 25 Please, do not let my lord pay attention to this worthless Naʹbal, for he is just like his name. Naʹbal* is his name, and senselessness is with him. But I, your servant girl, did not see my lord’s young men whom you sent. 26 And now, my lord, as surely as Jehovah is living and as you are* living, it is Jehovah who has held you back from incurring bloodguilt and from taking revenge* with your own hand. May your enemies and those seeking injury to my lord become like Naʹbal. 27 Now let this gift* that your servant girl has brought to my lord be given to the young men who are following my lord. 28 Pardon, please, the transgression of your servant girl, for Jehovah will without fail make for my lord a lasting house, because my lord is fighting the wars of Jehovah, and no evil has been found in you all your days. 29 When someone rises up to pursue you and seeks your life,* the life* of my lord will be wrapped securely in the bag of life with Jehovah your God, but the lives* of your enemies he will hurl away like stones from a sling.* 30 And when Jehovah has done for my lord all the good things he has promised and he appoints you as leader over Israel, 31 you will have no remorse or regret* in your heart for shedding blood without cause and for letting the hand of my lord take revenge.* When Jehovah confers good upon my lord, remember your servant girl.” 32 At this David said to Abʹi·gail: “Praise Jehovah the God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet me! 33 And blessed be your good sense! May you be blessed for restraining me this day from incurring bloodguilt and from taking revenge* with my own hands. 34 Otherwise, as surely as Jehovah the God of Israel who held me back from harming you is living, if you had not come quickly to meet me, by morning there would not have remained a single male* belonging to Naʹbal.” 35 With that David accepted from her what she had brought him and said to her: “Go up in peace to your house. See, I have listened to you, and I will grant your request.”

A city in Judah; not the same as Mount Carmel.
Or “may you have peace.”
Lit., “a good day.”
Or “good-for-nothing.”
A seah equaled 7.33 L (6.66 dry qt). See App. B14.
Or possibly, “to David.”
Lit., “anyone urinating against a wall.” A Hebrew expression of contempt referring to males.
Meaning “Senseless; Stupid.”
Or “your soul is.”
Or “bringing salvation.”
Lit., “blessing.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “souls.”
Or “as from the hollow of a sling.”
Lit., “staggering or stumbling.”
Or “bring salvation.”
Or “bringing salvation.”
Lit., “anyone urinating against a wall.” A Hebrew expression of contempt referring to males.


^ (Dan. 6:1-28) It seemed good to Da·riʹus to appoint 120 satraps over the whole kingdom. 2 Over them were three high officials, one of whom was Daniel; and the satraps would report to them, so that the king would not suffer loss. 3 Now Daniel was distinguishing himself over the other high officials and the satraps, for there was an extraordinary spirit in him, and the king intended to elevate him over the entire kingdom. 4 At that time the high officials and the satraps were seeking to find some grounds for accusation against Daniel respecting matters of state,* but they could find no grounds for accusation or anything corrupt, for he was trustworthy and no negligence or corruption could be found in him. 5 These men then said: “We will find in this Daniel no grounds for accusation at all, unless we find it against him in the law of his God.” 6 So these high officials and satraps went in as a group to the king, and they said to him: “O King Da·riʹus, may you live on forever. 7 All the royal officials, prefects, satraps, high royal officers, and governors have consulted together to establish a royal decree and to enforce a ban,* that for 30 days whoever makes a petition to any god or man except to you, O king, should be thrown into the lions’ pit. 8 Now, O king, may you establish the decree and sign it, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be annulled.” 9 So King Da·riʹus signed the decree and the ban. 10 But as soon as Daniel knew that the decree had been signed, he went to his house, which had the windows of his roof chamber open toward Jerusalem. And three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed and offered praise before his God, as he had regularly done prior to this. 11 At that time those men burst in and found Daniel petitioning and pleading for favor before his God. 12 So they approached the king and reminded him about the royal ban: “Did you not sign a ban stating that for 30 days any man who makes a petition to any god or man except to you, O king, should be thrown into the lions’ pit?” The king replied: “The matter is well-established according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be annulled.” 13 They immediately said to the king: “Daniel, who is of the exiles of Judah, has paid no regard to you, O king, nor to the ban that you signed, but three times a day he is praying.” 14 As soon as the king heard this, he was greatly distressed, and he tried to think of a way to rescue Daniel; and until the sun set he made every effort to save him. 15 Finally those men went in as a group to the king, and they said to the king: “Take note, O king, that the law of the Medes and the Persians is that any ban or decree that the king establishes cannot be changed.” 16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the pit of lions. The king said to Daniel: “Your God whom you are continually serving will rescue you.” 17 Then a stone was brought and placed over the entrance* of the pit, and the king sealed it with his signet ring and with the signet ring of his nobles, so that nothing could be changed with regard to Daniel. 18 The king then went to his palace. He passed the night fasting and refused any entertainment,* and he could not sleep.* 19 Finally at the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ pit. 20 As he got near the pit, he called out to Daniel with a sad voice. The king asked Daniel: “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you are continually serving been able to rescue you from the lions?” 21 Daniel immediately said to the king: “O king, may you live on forever. 22 My God sent his angel and shut the mouth of the lions, and they have not harmed me, for I was found innocent before him; nor have I done any wrong to you, O king.” 23 The king was overjoyed, and he commanded that Daniel be lifted up out of the pit. When Daniel was lifted up out of the pit, he was completely unharmed, because he had trusted in his God. 24 The king then gave an order, and the men who had accused* Daniel were brought, and they were thrown into the lions’ pit, along with their sons and their wives. They had not reached the bottom of the pit before the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones. 25 Then King Da·riʹus wrote to all the peoples, nations, and language groups dwelling throughout the earth: “May you have abundant peace! 26 I am issuing an order that in every domain of my kingdom, people are to tremble in fear before the God of Daniel. For he is the living God and he endures forever. His kingdom will never be destroyed, and his rulership* is eternal. 27 He rescues, saves, and performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth, for he rescued Daniel from the paw of the lions.” 28 So this Daniel prospered in the kingdom of Da·riʹus and in the kingdom of Cyrus the Persian.

Lit., “the kingdom.”
Or “an interdict.”
Lit., “mouth.”
Or possibly, “no musicians were brought in.”
Lit., “his sleep fled from him.”
Or “slandered.”
Or “sovereignty.”


^ (Luke 1:1-2:52) Seeing that many have undertaken to compile an account of the facts that are given full credence among us, 2 just as these were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and attendants of the message, 3 I resolved also, because I have traced all things from the start with accuracy, to write them to you in logical order, most excellent The·ophʹi·lus, 4 so that you may know fully the certainty of the things that you have been taught orally. 5 In the days of Herod, king of Ju·deʹa, there was a priest named Zech·a·riʹah of the division of A·biʹjah. His wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 They both were righteous before God, walking blamelessly in accord with all the commandments and legal requirements of Jehovah. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they both were well along in years. 8 Now as he was serving as priest in the assignment of his division before God, 9 according to the established practice* of the priesthood it became his turn to offer incense when he entered into the sanctuary of Jehovah. 10 And the entire multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of offering incense. 11 Jehovah’s angel appeared to him, standing at the right side of the incense altar. 12 But Zech·a·riʹah became troubled at the sight, and he was overcome with fear. 13 However, the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zech·a·riʹah, because your supplication has been favorably heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to name him John. 14 You will have joy and great gladness, and many will rejoice over his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of Jehovah. But he must drink no wine or any alcoholic drink at all, and he will be filled with holy spirit even from before birth,* 16 and he will turn back many of the sons of Israel to Jehovah their God. 17 Also, he will go ahead of him with E·liʹjah’s spirit and power, to turn back the hearts of fathers to children and the disobedient ones to the practical wisdom of righteous ones, in order to get ready for Jehovah a prepared people.” 18 Zech·a·riʹah said to the angel: “How can I be sure of this? For I am old, and my wife is well along in years.” 19 In reply the angel said to him: “I am Gaʹbri·el, who stands near before God, and I was sent to speak with you and to declare this good news to you. 20 But look! you will be silent and unable to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their appointed time.” 21 Meanwhile, the people continued waiting for Zech·a·riʹah, and they were surprised that he delayed so long in the sanctuary. 22 When he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they perceived that he had just seen a supernatural sight* in the sanctuary. He kept making signs to them but remained speechless. 23 When the days of his holy service were completed, he went off to his home. 24 Some days later Elizabeth his wife became pregnant, and she kept herself secluded for five months, saying: 25 “This is how Jehovah has dealt with me in these days. He has turned his attention to me to take away my reproach among men.” 26 In her sixth month, the angel Gaʹbri·el was sent from God to a city of Galʹi·lee named Nazʹa·reth, 27 to a virgin promised in marriage to a man named Joseph of David’s house, and the name of the virgin was Mary. 28 And coming in, the angel said to her: “Greetings, you highly favored one, Jehovah is with you.” 29 But she was deeply disturbed at his words and tried to understand what kind of greeting this might be. 30 So the angel said to her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And look! you will become pregnant* and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 This one will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and Jehovah God will give him the throne of David his father, 33 and he will rule as King over the house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end to his Kingdom.” 34 But Mary said to the angel: “How is this to be, since I am not having sexual relations with a man?” 35 In answer the angel said to her: “Holy spirit will come upon you, and power of the Most High will overshadow you. And for that reason the one who is born will be called holy, God’s Son. 36 And look! Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son, in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her, the so-called barren woman; 37 for no declaration will be impossible for God.” 38 Then Mary said: “Look! Jehovah’s slave girl! May it happen to me according to your declaration.” At that the angel departed from her. 39 So Mary set out in those days and traveled with haste into the mountainous country, to a city of Judah, 40 and she entered the home of Zech·a·riʹah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 Well, as Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the infant in her womb leaped, and Elizabeth was filled with holy spirit 42 and loudly cried out: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruitage of your womb! 43 So how is it that this privilege is mine, to have the mother of my Lord come to me? 44 For look! as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Happy too is she who believed, for there will be a complete fulfillment of those things spoken to her from Jehovah.” 46 And Mary said: “My soul magnifies Jehovah, 47 and my spirit cannot keep from being overjoyed at God my Savior, 48 because he has looked upon the low position of his slave girl. For look! from now on all generations will declare me happy, 49 because the powerful One has done great deeds for me, and holy is his name, 50 and for generation after generation his mercy is upon those who fear him. 51 He has acted mightily with his arm; he has scattered those who are haughty in the intention of their hearts. 52 He has brought down powerful men from thrones and has exalted lowly ones; 53 he has fully satisfied hungry ones with good things and has sent away empty-handed those who had wealth. 54 He has come to the aid of Israel his servant, remembering his mercy, 55 just as he spoke to our forefathers, to Abraham and to his offspring,* forever.” 56 Mary stayed with her about three months and then returned to her own home. 57 The time now came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she gave birth to a son. 58 And the neighbors and her relatives heard that Jehovah had magnified his mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the young child, and they were going to name him after his father, Zech·a·riʹah. 60 But his mother said in reply: “No! but he will be called John.” 61 At this they said to her: “Not one of your relatives is called by this name.” 62 Then they asked his father by signs what he wanted him to be called. 63 So he asked for a tablet and wrote: “John is his name.” At this they were all amazed. 64 Instantly his mouth was opened and his tongue was set free and he began to speak, praising God. 65 And fear fell upon all those living in their neighborhood, and all these things began to be talked about in the whole mountainous country of Ju·deʹa. 66 And all who heard noted it in their hearts, saying: “What will this young child turn out to be?” For the hand of Jehovah was indeed with him. 67 Then Zech·a·riʹah his father was filled with holy spirit, and he prophesied, saying: 68 “Let Jehovah be praised, the God of Israel, because he has turned his attention to his people and has brought them deliverance. 69 And he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David his servant, 70 just as he has spoken through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 of a salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those hating us; 72 to show mercy in connection with our forefathers and to call to mind his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to Abraham our forefather, 74 to grant us, after we have been rescued from the hands of enemies, the privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service to him 75 with loyalty and righteousness before him all our days. 76 But as for you, young child, you will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will go ahead of Jehovah to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of the tender compassion of our God. With this compassion a daybreak will visit us from on high, 79 to give light to those sitting in darkness and death’s shadow and to guide our feet in the way of peace.” 80 And the young child grew up and became strong in spirit, and he continued in the desert until the day he showed himself openly to Israel. 
2 Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Au·gusʹtus for all the inhabited earth to be registered. 2 (This first registration took place when Qui·rinʹi·us was governor of Syria.) 3 And all the people went to be registered, each one to his own city. 4 Of course, Joseph also went up from Galʹi·lee, from the city of Nazʹa·reth, into Ju·deʹa, to David’s city, which is called Bethʹle·hem, because of his being a member of the house and family of David. 5 He went to get registered with Mary, who had been given him in marriage as promised and who was soon to give birth. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her son, the firstborn, and she wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the lodging place. 8 There were also in the same region shepherds living out of doors and keeping watch in the night over their flocks. 9 Suddenly Jehovah’s angel stood before them, and Jehovah’s glory gleamed around them, and they became very fearful. 10 But the angel said to them: “Do not be afraid, for look! I am declaring to you good news of a great joy that all the people will have. 11 For today there was born to you in David’s city a savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this is a sign for you: You will find an infant wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army,* praising God and saying: 14 “Glory in the heights above to God, and on earth peace among men of goodwill.” 15 So when the angels had departed from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another: “Let us by all means go over to Bethʹle·hem and see what has taken place, which Jehovah has made known to us.” 16 And they went quickly and found Mary as well as Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known the message that they had been told concerning this young child. 18 And all who heard were astonished at what the shepherds told them, 19 but Mary began to preserve all these sayings, drawing conclusions in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to them. 21 After eight days, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived. 22 Also, when the time came for purifying them according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to Jehovah, 23 just as it is written in Jehovah’s Law: “Every firstborn male* must be called holy to Jehovah.” 24 And they offered a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of Jehovah: “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 25 And look! there was a man in Jerusalem named Simʹe·on, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for Israel’s consolation, and holy spirit was upon him. 26 Furthermore, it had been divinely revealed to him by the holy spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Christ of Jehovah. 27 Under the power of the spirit, he now came into the temple, and as the parents brought the young child Jesus in to do for him according to the customary practice of the Law, 28 he took the child into his arms and praised God and said: 29 “Now, Sovereign Lord, you are letting your slave go in peace according to your declaration, 30 because my eyes have seen your means of salvation* 31 that you have prepared in the sight of all the peoples, 32 a light for removing the veil from the nations and a glory of your people Israel.” 33 And the child’s father and mother continued wondering at the things being spoken about him. 34 Also, Simʹe·on blessed them and said to Mary, the child’s mother: “Look! This child is appointed for the falling and the rising again of many in Israel and for a sign to be spoken against 35 (yes, a long sword will be run through you), in order that the reasonings of many hearts may be revealed.” 36 Now there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanʹu·el, of Ashʹer’s tribe. This woman was well along in years and had lived with her husband for seven years after they were married,* 37 and she was a widow now 84 years old. She was never missing from the temple, rendering sacred service night and day with fasting and supplications. 38 In that very hour she came near and began giving thanks to God and speaking about the child to all who were waiting for Jerusalem’s deliverance. 39 So when they had carried out all the things according to the Law of Jehovah, they went back into Galʹi·lee to their own city, Nazʹa·reth. 40 And the young child continued growing and getting strong, being filled with wisdom, and God’s favor continued upon him. 41 Now his parents were accustomed to go from year to year to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And when he was 12 years old, they went up according to the custom of the festival. 43 When the days of the festival were over and they were returning, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, and his parents did not notice it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group traveling together, they went a day’s journey and then began to search for him among the relatives and acquaintances. 45 But not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem and made a diligent search for him. 46 Well, after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers and listening to them and asking them questions. 47 But all those listening to him were in constant amazement at his understanding and his answers. 48 Now when his parents saw him, they were astounded, and his mother said to him: “Child, why did you treat us this way? Here your father and I have been frantically looking for you.” 49 But he said to them: “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in the house of my Father?” 50 However, they did not understand what he was saying to them. 51 Then he went down with them and returned to Nazʹa·reth, and he continued subject to them. Also, his mother carefully kept all these sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus went on progressing in wisdom and in physical growth and in favor with God and men.

Or “the custom.”
Or “right from his mother’s womb.”
Or “a vision.”
Or “will conceive in your womb.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “host.”
Lit., “Every male opening the womb.”
Or “the way you will bring salvation; the salvation by you.”
Lit., “from her virginity.”


^ (Eph. 5:28, 29) In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. A man who loves his wife loves himself, 29 for no man ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cherishes it, just as the Christ does the congregation,



^ (Eph. 5:33) Nevertheless, each one of you must love his wife as he does himself; on the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for her husband.



^ (Eph. 6:1-4) Children, be obedient to your parents in union with the Lord, for this is righteous. 2 “Honor your father and your mother” is the first command with a promise: 3 “That it may go well with you* and you may remain a long time on the earth.” 4 And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.

Or “That you may prosper.”


^ (Prov. 13:20) The one walking with the wise will become wise, But the one who has dealings with the stupid will fare badly.



^ (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times And is a brother who is born for times of distress.



^ (Prov. 27:17) As iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens his friend.*

Lit., “the face of his friend.”


^ (Ps. 55:22) Throw your burden on Jehovah, And he will sustain you. Never will he allow the righteous one to fall.*

Or “stagger; totter.”


^ (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)



^ (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”


^ (Matt. 5:1-7:29) When he saw the crowds, he went up on the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then he opened his mouth and began teaching them, saying: 3 “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them. 4 “Happy are those who mourn, since they will be comforted. 5 “Happy are the mild-tempered, since they will inherit the earth. 6 “Happy are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since they will be filled.* 7 “Happy are the merciful, since they will be shown mercy. 8 “Happy are the pure in heart, since they will see God. 9 “Happy are the peacemakers, since they will be called sons of God. 10 “Happy are those who have been persecuted for righteousness’ sake, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them. 11 “Happy are you when people reproach* you and persecute you and lyingly say every sort of wicked thing against you for my sake. 12 Rejoice and be overjoyed, since your reward is great in the heavens, for in that way they persecuted the prophets prior to you. 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt loses its strength, how will its saltiness be restored? It is no longer usable for anything except to be thrown outside to be trampled on by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city cannot be hid when located on a mountain. 15 People light a lamp and set it, not under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it shines on all those in the house. 16 Likewise, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your fine works and give glory to your Father who is in the heavens. 17 “Do not think I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I came, not to destroy, but to fulfill. 18 Truly I say to you that sooner would heaven and earth pass away than for one smallest letter or one stroke of a letter to pass away from the Law until all things take place. 19 Whoever, therefore, breaks one of these least commandments and teaches others to do so will be called least in relation to the Kingdom of the heavens. But whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in relation to the Kingdom of the heavens. 20 For I say to you that if your righteousness does not surpass that of the scribes and the Pharisees, you will by no means enter into the Kingdom of the heavens. 21 “You heard that it was said to those of ancient times: ‘You must not murder, but whoever commits a murder will be accountable to the court of justice.’ 22 However, I say to you that everyone who continues wrathful with his brother will be accountable to the court of justice; and whoever addresses his brother with an unspeakable word of contempt will be accountable to the Supreme Court; whereas whoever says, ‘You despicable fool!’ will be liable to the fiery Ge·henʹna. 23 “If, then, you are bringing your gift to the altar and there you remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar, and go away. First make your peace with your brother, and then come back and offer your gift. 25 “Be quick to settle matters with your legal opponent, while you are with him on the way there, so that somehow the opponent may not turn you over to the judge, and the judge to the court attendant, and you get thrown into prison. 26 I say to you for a fact, you will certainly not come out of there until you have paid over your last small coin. 27 “You heard that it was said: ‘You must not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If, now, your right eye is making you stumble, tear it out and throw it away from you. For it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be pitched into Ge·henʹna. 30 Also, if your right hand is making you stumble, cut it off and throw it away from you. For it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to land in Ge·henʹna. 31 “Moreover, it was said: ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 However, I say to you that everyone divorcing his wife, except on account of sexual immorality, makes her a subject for adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 33 “Again you heard that it was said to those of ancient times: ‘You must not swear without performing, but you must pay your vows to Jehovah.’ 34 However, I say to you: Do not swear at all, neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 nor by earth, for it is the footstool of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Do not swear by your head, since you cannot turn one hair white or black. 37 Just let your word ‘Yes’ mean yes, your ‘No,’ no, for what goes beyond these is from the wicked one.* 38 “You heard that it was said: ‘Eye for eye and tooth for tooth.’ 39 However, I say to you: Do not resist the one who is wicked, but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other also to him. 40 And if a person wants to take you to court and get possession of your inner garment, let him also have your outer garment; 41 and if someone in authority compels you into service for a mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one asking you, and do not turn away from one who wants to borrow from you. 43 “You heard that it was said: ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may prove yourselves sons of your Father who is in the heavens, since he makes his sun rise on both the wicked and the good and makes it rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those loving you, what reward do you have? Are not also the tax collectors doing the same thing? 47 And if you greet your brothers only, what extraordinary thing are you doing? Are not also the people of the nations doing the same thing? 48 You must accordingly be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
6 “Take care not to practice your righteousness in front of men to be noticed by them; otherwise you will have no reward with your Father who is in the heavens. 2 So when you make gifts of mercy, do not blow a trumpet ahead of you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be glorified by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 3 But you, when making gifts of mercy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your gifts of mercy may be in secret. Then your Father who looks on in secret will repay you. 5 “Also, when you pray, do not act like the hypocrites, for they like to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the main streets to be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your private room and, after shutting your door, pray to your Father who is in secret. Then your Father who looks on in secret will repay you. 7 When praying, do not say the same things over and over again as the people of the nations do, for they imagine they will get a hearing for their use of many words. 8 So do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need even before you ask him. 9 “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth. 11 Give us today our bread for this day; 12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver* us from the wicked one.’* 14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 15 whereas if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 16 “When you fast, stop becoming sad-faced like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so they may appear to men to be fasting. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 17 But you, when fasting, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that you may not appear to be fasting to men but only to your Father who is in secret. Then your Father who looks on in secret will repay you. 19 “Stop storing up for yourselves treasures on the earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Rather, store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If, then, your eye is focused, your whole body will be bright.* 23 But if your eye is envious, your whole body will be dark. If the light that is in you is really darkness, how great that darkness is! 24 “No one can slave for two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will stick to the one and despise the other. You cannot slave for God and for Riches. 25 “On this account I say to you: Stop being anxious about your lives as to what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your bodies as to what you will wear. Does not life mean more than food and the body than clothing? 26 Observe intently the birds of heaven; they do not sow seed or reap or gather into storehouses, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth more than they are? 27 Who of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his life span? 28 Also, why are you anxious about clothing? Take a lesson from the lilies of the field, how they grow; they do not toil, nor do they spin; 29 but I tell you that not even Solʹo·mon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these. 30 Now if this is how God clothes the vegetation of the field that is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much rather clothe you, you with little faith? 31 So never be anxious and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or, ‘What are we to drink?’ or, ‘What are we to wear?’ 32 For all these are the things the nations are eagerly pursuing. Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you. 34 So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles. 
7 “Stop judging that you may not be judged; 2 for with the judgment you are judging, you will be judged, and with the measure that you are measuring out, they will measure out to you. 3 Why, then, do you look at the straw in your brother’s eye but do not notice the rafter in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Allow me to remove the straw from your eye,’ when look! a rafter is in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First remove the rafter from your own eye, and then you will see clearly how to remove the straw from your brother’s eye. 6 “Do not give what is holy to dogs nor throw your pearls before swine, so that they may never trample them under their feet and turn around and rip you open. 7 “Keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you; 8 for everyone asking receives, and everyone seeking finds, and to everyone knocking, it will be opened. 9 Indeed, which one of you, if his son asks for bread, will hand him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, he will not hand him a serpent, will he? 11 Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will your Father who is in the heavens give good things to those asking him! 12 “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean. 13 “Go in through the narrow gate, because broad is the gate and spacious is the road leading off into destruction, and many are going in through it; 14 whereas narrow is the gate and cramped the road leading off into life, and few are finding it. 15 “Be on the watch for the false prophets who come to you in sheep’s covering, but inside they are ravenous wolves. 16 By their fruits you will recognize them. Never do people gather grapes from thorns or figs from thistles, do they? 17 Likewise, every good tree produces fine fruit, but every rotten tree produces worthless fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear worthless fruit, nor can a rotten tree produce fine fruit. 19 Every tree not producing fine fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Really, then, by their fruits you will recognize those men. 21 “Not everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of the heavens, but only the one doing the will of my Father who is in the heavens will. 22 Many will say to me in that day: ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and expel demons in your name, and perform many powerful works* in your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them: ‘I never knew* you! Get away from me, you workers of lawlessness!’ 24 “Therefore, everyone who hears these sayings of mine and does them will be like a discreet man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and lashed against that house, but it did not cave in, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 Furthermore, everyone hearing these sayings of mine and not doing them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and struck against that house, and it caved in, and its collapse was great.” 28 When Jesus finished these sayings, the effect was that the crowds were astounded at his way of teaching, 29 for he was teaching them as a person having authority, and not as their scribes.

Or “satisfied.”
Or “insult.”
Or possibly, “from what is wicked.”
Or “rescue.”
Or possibly, “from what is wicked.”
Or “full of light.”
Or “many miracles.”
Or “recognized.”


^ (Prov. 14:23) There is benefit in every kind of hard work, But mere talk leads to want.



^ (Eccl. 3:12, 13) I have concluded that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good during their life, 13 also that everyone should eat and drink and find enjoyment for all his hard work. It is the gift of God.



^ (Eccl. 4:6) Better is a handful of rest than two handfuls of hard work and chasing after the wind.



^ (Ps. 23:0-6) A melody of David. 23 Jehovah is my Shepherd. I will lack nothing.  2 In grassy pastures he makes me lie down; He leads me to well-watered resting-places.*  3 He refreshes me.* He leads me in the paths* of righteousness for the sake of his name.  4 Though I walk in the valley of deep shadow, I fear no harm, For you are with me; Your rod and your staff reassure me.*  5 You prepare a table for me before my enemies. You refresh* my head with oil; My cup is well-filled.  6 Surely goodness and loyal love will pursue me all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for all my days.

Or possibly, “to tranquil waters.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “tracks.”
Or “comfort me.”
Or “grease.”


^ (Isa. 41:10) Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’



^ (2 Cor. 1:3, 4) Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of tender mercies and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our trials so that we may be able to comfort others in any sort of trial with the comfort that we receive from God.



^ (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^ (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^ (Ezek. 18:21, 22) “‘Now if someone wicked turns away from all the sins he has committed and keeps my statutes and does what is just and righteous, he will surely keep living. He will not die. 22 None of the transgressions that he has committed will be held* against him. He will keep living for doing what is righteous.’

Lit., “remembered.”


^ (Matt. 24:3-14) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?” 4 In answer Jesus said to them: “Look out that nobody misleads you, 5 for many will come on the basis of my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 6 You are going to hear of wars and reports of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for these things must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another. 8 All these things are a beginning of pangs of distress. 9 “Then people will hand you over to tribulation and will kill you, and you will be hated by all the nations on account of my name. 10 Then, too, many will be stumbled and will betray one another and will hate one another. 11 Many false prophets will arise and mislead many; 12 and because of the increasing of lawlessness, the love of the greater number will grow cold. 13 But the one who has endured to the end will be saved. 14 And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ (Ps. 37:10, 11) Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there. 11 But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^ (Ps. 37:29) The righteous will possess the earth, And they will live forever on it.



^ (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”









^ ***lff lesson 35 How to Make Good Decisions***


LESSON 35

How to Make Good Decisions




We all have decisions to make. Many of these decisions can have a big impact on us and our friendship with Jehovah. For example, we may have to decide where to live, how to support ourselves financially, or whether to get married. When we make good decisions, we can have a happy life and please Jehovah.

1. How can you use the Bible to help you make good decisions?

Before making a decision, pray for Jehovah’s help and examine the Bible to see how he views the matter. (Read Proverbs 2:3-6.) In some cases, Jehovah provides a clear command. If so, deciding to obey that command is the best choice you could make.

What, though, if there is no clear Bible command telling you what to do? Jehovah will still guide you “in the way you should walk.” (Isaiah 48:17) How? There may be principles that can guide you. Bible principles are basic truths that reveal God’s thoughts and feelings. Often we learn how God feels about a matter when we read an account in the Bible. When we discern how Jehovah feels, we can make decisions that please him.

2. What factors should you consider before making a decision?

The Bible says: “The shrewd one ponders each step.” (Proverbs 14:15) This means that before we make a decision, we should take the time to think about our choices. As you evaluate each option, ask yourself: ‘What Bible principles apply? Which option will give me peace of mind? How will my decision affect others? Most important, will it make Jehovah happy?’​—Deuteronomy 32:29.

Jehovah has the right to tell us what is good and what is bad. When we get acquainted with his laws and principles and are determined to follow them, we are developing a good conscience. The conscience is our inner sense of right and wrong. (Romans 2:14, 15) A trained conscience will help us make good decisions.




DIG DEEPER


Take a closer look at how Bible principles and the conscience play important roles in decision-making.



3. Let the Bible guide you


How can Bible principles guide us when making decisions? Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: Let Bible Principles Guide You (5:54)








	  What is free will?



	  Why did Jehovah give us free will?



	  What has he provided to help us use our free will in the best way possible?





To see an example of a Bible principle, read Ephesians 5:15, 16. Then discuss how you could make “the best use of your time” to . . .

	  read the Bible regularly.



	  become a better marriage mate, parent, son, or daughter.



	  attend congregation meetings.









4. Train your conscience to make good decisions


When there is a clear Scriptural command about a matter, the right choice may seem easy. But what if there is no such command? Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.







VIDEO: “Maintain a Good Conscience” (5:13)








	  In the video, what steps did the sister take to train her conscience and to make a decision that would please Jehovah?





Why should we not ask others to make decisions that we should make? Read Hebrews 5:14, and then discuss these questions:

	  While it may seem easier to ask others to make decisions for us, what should we be able to distinguish for ourselves?



	  What is available that can help you develop your conscience and make good decisions?











5. Respect the consciences of others

Different people will make different decisions. How can we show respect for the consciences of others? Consider two situations:

Situation 1: A sister who likes to wear makeup moves to a congregation where many sisters are bothered when they see others wearing it.

Read Romans 15:1 and 1 Corinthians 10:23, 24, and then discuss these questions:

	  Based on these verses, what might that sister decide? What will you do if you are with a person whose conscience forbids doing something that your conscience allows you to do?





Situation 2: A brother knows that the Bible does not condemn using alcohol in moderation, but he chooses to abstain from it. He is invited to a social gathering where he sees brothers drinking alcohol.

Read Ecclesiastes 7:16 and Romans 14:1, 10, and then discuss these questions:

	  Based on these verses, what might that brother decide? What will you do if you see another person doing something that your conscience keeps you from doing?









What steps lead to good decisions?

1. Ask Jehovah to help you decide what to do.​—James 1:5.

2. Do research in the Bible and Bible-based publications to find principles that apply. You may also consult experienced Christians.

3. Consider the effect the decision will have on your conscience and the consciences of others.








SOME PEOPLE SAY: “You have the right to do whatever you want. Who cares what other people think?”

	  Why should we consider the feelings of God, as well as those of other people?










SUMMARY

We make good decisions when we find out how Jehovah feels about a matter and then consider whether our actions will help others or harm them.

Review

	  How can you make decisions that please Jehovah?



	  How can you train your conscience?



	  How can you show respect for the consciences of other people?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Think of an upcoming decision that you have to make. Apply the three steps in the box “What Steps Lead to Good Decisions?”



Other: 










EXPLORE



How can you make decisions that strengthen your friendship with God?

“Make Decisions That Honor God” (The Watchtower, April 15, 2011)







Deepen your understanding of how Jehovah gives us advice.

Jehovah Guides His People (9:50)







See what factors helped one man to make a difficult decision.

Jehovah Guarantees All That Is Good (5:46)







Learn more about how to please Jehovah when he has not given specific direction on a matter.

“Do You Always Need a Bible Command?” (The Watchtower, December 1, 2003)













^ (Prov. 2:3-6) Moreover, if you call out for understanding And raise your voice for discernment;  4 If you keep seeking for it as for silver, And you keep searching for it as for hidden treasures;  5 Then you will understand the fear of Jehovah, And you will find the knowledge of God.  6 For Jehovah himself gives wisdom; From his mouth come knowledge and discernment.



^ (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (Prov. 14:15) The naive* person believes every word, But the shrewd one ponders each step.

Or “inexperienced.”


^ (Deut. 32:29) If only they were wise! They would ponder over this. They would think about their outcome.



^ (Rom. 2:14, 15) For when people of the nations, who do not have law, do by nature the things of the law, these people, although not having law, are a law to themselves. 15 They are the very ones who demonstrate the matter of the law to be written in their hearts, while their conscience is bearing witness with them, and by* their own thoughts they are being accused or even excused.

Lit., “between.”


^ (Eph. 5:15, 16) So keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, 16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^ (Heb. 5:14) But solid food belongs to mature people, to those who through use have their powers of discernment trained to distinguish both right and wrong.



^ (Rom. 15:1) We, though, who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those not strong, and not to be pleasing ourselves.



^ (1 Cor. 10:23, 24) All things are lawful, but not all things are advantageous. All things are lawful, but not all things build up. 24 Let each one keep seeking, not his own advantage, but that of the other person.



^ (Eccl. 7:16) Do not be overly righteous, nor show yourself excessively wise. Why should you bring ruin to yourself?



^ (Rom. 14:1) Welcome the man having weaknesses in his faith, but do not pass judgment on differing opinions.



^ (Rom. 14:10) But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you also look down on your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.



^ (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”








^ ***sjj song 84 Reaching Out***


SONG 84

Reaching Out


(Matthew 9:37, 38)


	1. Jehovah knows just what we need

To bring us joy and to succeed.

So he provides so many ways

In which to serve and spend our days.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.





	2. There’s work to do in ev’ry land.

Where there’s a need, we lend a hand.

By reaching out, we show we care.

We want to help and want to share.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.





	3. And here at home, in towns nearby,

We plan, we build, new skills we try.

We learn to speak a foreign tongue

And bring good news to ev’ryone.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.









(See also John 4:35; Acts 2:8; Rom. 10:14.)





^ (Matt. 9:37, 38) Then he said to his disciples: “Yes, the harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore, beg the Master of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.”



^ (John 4:35) Do you not say that there are yet four months before the harvest comes? Look! I say to you: Lift up your eyes and view the fields, that they are white for harvesting. Already



^ (Acts 2:8) How is it, then, that each one of us is hearing his own native language?



^ (Rom. 10:14) However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach?









^ ***lff lesson 5 The Bible Is God’s Message to Us***


LESSON 05

The Bible Is God’s Message to Us




Jehovah has given us a wonderful gift​—66 books collected into one volume, the Bible. But you may wonder: ‘Where did the Bible come from? Who is its author?’ To answer these questions, let us discuss how God’s message in the Bible has come to us.

1. If men wrote the Bible, how is God its Author?

The Bible was written by some 40 writers over a span of about 1,600 years, from 1513 B.C.E. to about 98 C.E. And the writers came from many backgrounds. Still, all parts of the Bible agree. How is this possible? Because God is the Author of the Bible. (Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13.) The writers did not record their own thoughts. Rather, they “spoke from God as they were moved by holy spirit.”* (2 Peter 1:21) God used his holy spirit to inspire, or motivate, men to record his thoughts.​—2 Timothy 3:16.

2. Who has access to the Bible?

“Every nation and tribe and tongue and people” can benefit from the good news found in the Bible. (Read Revelation 14:6.) God made sure that the Bible would be available in more languages than any other book in history. Almost everyone has access to the Bible. This is true no matter where people live or what language they speak.

3. How has Jehovah preserved the Bible?

The Bible was written on materials that do not last long, such as leather and papyrus. But men who loved the Bible carefully copied and recopied it by hand. Even though powerful people tried to eliminate the Bible, others were willing to risk their lives to safeguard it. Jehovah has not let anyone or anything stop him from communicating with us. The Bible says: “The word of our God endures forever.”​—Isaiah 40:8.




DIG DEEPER


Learn more about how God inspired men to write the Bible, how he preserved it, and how he made it available to humankind.





4. The Bible reveals its Author

Play the VIDEO. Then read 2 Timothy 3:16, and discuss the questions that follow.



VIDEO: Who Is the Author of the Bible?​—Excerpt (2:48)





	  If men wrote the Bible, why is it called the Word of God?



	  Do you think it is reasonable to believe that God could transmit his thoughts to human writers?









5. The Bible survived attacks


If the Bible is from God, we would expect him to preserve it. Throughout history, powerful men have tried to destroy the Bible. Religious leaders have tried to hide it. But despite opposition and the threat of death, many people have risked their lives to protect the Bible. To learn about one such man, play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: They Valued the Bible​—Excerpt (William Tyndale) (6:17)








	  Does knowing that so much was done to preserve the Bible make you want to read it? Why?





Read Psalm 119:97, and then discuss this question:

	  What has motivated many people to risk their lives to translate and distribute the Bible?









6. A book for all people

The Bible is the most widely translated and distributed book in history. Read Acts 10:34, 35, and then discuss these questions:

	  Why does God want his Word to be so widely translated and distributed?



	  What appeals to you about the Bible?







Nearly

100%

of the world’s population

have access to the Bible in a language they understand




Available in over

3,000

languages

in whole or in part




5,000,000,000

The estimated number of copies produced,

far more than any other book






SOME PEOPLE SAY: “The Bible is just an old book written by humans.”

	  What do you think?



	  What evidence suggests that the Bible is God’s Word?










SUMMARY

The Bible is God’s Word, and he has made sure that it has become available to all humankind.

Review

	  What does it mean when we say that God inspired men to write the Bible?



	  What impresses you about the Bible’s survival, translation, and distribution?



	  How does knowing that God has made such an effort to communicate with you make you feel?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Begin reading the Bible regularly, using the chart “Get Started Reading the Bible.”



Other: 










EXPLORE



Read about the Bible’s history​—from the original manuscripts to modern translations.

“How the Bible Came to Us” (Awake!, November 2007)







Learn how the Bible has survived three major threats to its existence.

“The Bible​—A Story of Survival” (The Watchtower No. 4 2016)







See the risks that people took to translate the Bible.

They Valued the Bible (14:26)







The Bible has been copied and translated many times. How can you be sure its message has been accurately preserved?

“Has the Bible Been Changed or Tampered With?” (Web article)











^  As will be explained in Lesson 07, the holy spirit is God’s active force.






^ (1 Thess. 2:13) Indeed, that is why we also thank God unceasingly, because when you received God’s word, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but, just as it truthfully is, as the word of God, which is also at work in you believers.



^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”


^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^ (Rev. 14:6) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people.

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”


^ (Isa. 40:8) The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, But the word of our God endures forever.”



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^ (Ps. 119:97) How I do love your law! I ponder over* it all day long.

Or “study.”


^ (Acts 10:34, 35) At this Peter began to speak, and he said: “Now I truly understand that God is not partial, 35 but in every nation the man who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.






















OEBPS/images/2026486_univ_cnt_1.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026485_univ_cnt_3.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026486_univ_cnt_3.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026486_univ_cnt_2.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026485_univ_cnt_2.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026485_univ_cnt_1.jpg







OEBPS/images/2026483_E_cnt_2.jpg
“You have thrown all my sins
behind your back”





OEBPS/images/2026483_E_cnt_3.jpg
“Your dead will live”





OEBPS/images/2026482_univ_cnt_2.jpg
LA &






OEBPS/images/2026483_E_cnt_1.jpg
“On unfamiliar paths . a*
I will not abandon [you]“





OEBPS/images/2026484_univ_cnt_3.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026484_univ_cnt_1.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026484_univ_cnt_2.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026487_univ_cnt_1.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026482_univ_cnt_1.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026480_E_cvr.jpg
JULY 2026

[t
“WATCHTOWER

ANNOUNCING JEHOVAH’S KINGDOM

= STUDY ARTICLES FOR
;,: SEPTEMBER 7- OCTOBER 4, 2026





OEBPS/images/2026486_univ_cnt_5.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026486_univ_cnt_4.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026486_univ_cnt_7.jpg





OEBPS/images/2026486_univ_cnt_6.jpg





