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SONG 55 Fear Them Not!



Resist Satan’s Tactics​—Trust In Jehovah and In Jesus



“Oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you.”​—JAS. 4:7.




FOCUS

Don’t be fooled by Satan’s attempts to misrepresent Jehovah God and Jesus Christ.




 1. What tactic does Satan use to try to break the integrity of God’s servants?


Your answer



FROM the moment we decide to serve Jehovah, Satan and his demons become our unrelenting enemies. But Satan knows that he cannot overpower us as long as we have Jehovah’s support. So the Devil tries to undermine that support by getting us to turn our back on Jehovah. One way he does this is by trying to make us doubt that Jehovah and his Son are truly on our side.​—2 Cor. 11:14; Jas. 1:6.

 2. Why is it important that we have confidence in Jehovah God and in Jesus Christ?


Your answer



2 In the midst of a battle, soldiers need to have confidence in their leaders. If they were to lose that confidence, they might act independently. This could cost them their lives. In a similar way, we are soldiers in a spiritual battle against “wicked spirit forces.” (Eph. 6:12) Satan the Devil knows that if we lose confidence in Jehovah God and in Jesus Christ, we will likely reject their lead and support. So he does all he can to weaken our confidence in them. In this article, we will examine how he used this tactic in the past and how he is still using it today. Then we will consider how we can resist his schemes. In the next article, we will examine two other tactics Satan uses against us in our spiritual warfare.*

SATAN MISREPRESENTED JEHOVAH AND JESUS

 3. How was Eve’s confidence in Jehovah undermined by Satan?


Your answer



3 Early in human history, Satan set out to turn Adam and Eve away from Jehovah. Satan deceived Eve into believing that her Creator did not have her best interests at heart. Satan asked her: “Did God really say that you must not eat from every tree of the garden?” (Gen. 3:1-5) Satan convinced Eve that Jehovah was imposing unreasonable limits on both her and her husband. Sadly, Eve and later Adam sided with the enemy Satan. They turned their back on Jehovah​—the One who had given them everything.​—Gen. 3:6.

 4. In the days of Job, how did Satan misrepresent Jehovah?


Your answer



4 Since the time of Adam and Eve, Satan has continued to misrepresent Jehovah. For example, Satan incited Job’s false friends to move Job to doubt that Jehovah loved him and valued his faithful course. (Job 22:1-3) The Devil assumed that personal tragedies would cause Job to reject Jehovah. Although Job was under great pressure from Satan’s scheme, that faithful man maintained his integrity, never losing sight of his friendship with God.​—Job 27:1, 5.

 5. How did Satan try to prevent people from following Jesus? (Matthew 11:19)


Your answer



5 Centuries later when Jesus came to the earth, Satan tried to prevent people from following Jesus. One way he did this was by inciting hateful religious leaders and others to spread lies about Jesus. And in the end, they had him executed as a common criminal.​—Read Matthew 11:19; 27:27-31; Mark 14:55, 56; John 8:41-45.

6-7. In what ways did Satan attack Jesus’ early disciples?


Your answer



6 After Jesus’ death, Satan turned his attention to the work of Jesus’ followers. First, the Devil tried to introduce doubts about Jesus’ resurrection. Under Satan’s influence, a false story circulated that Jesus’ disciples had stolen his body. (Matt. 28:11-15) Then during the days that followed, Satan tried to intimidate the congregation by means of persecution. Satan wanted to make the work that their Master had entrusted to them appear too difficult for them to carry out.​—Acts 7:57–8:1; 12:1-3; 28:22.

7 Although some of the early Christians gave in to this pressure to stop preaching, most stood firm and refused to keep silent. They recognized that Satan and the demons were their real enemies. (Acts 4:18-20; 1 Pet. 5:8) What about today? What tactics is Satan using to try to discourage us from serving Jehovah?

SATAN CONTINUES TO MISREPRESENT JEHOVAH AND JESUS

 8. How does Satan use false religion to spread lies about Jehovah and about Jesus?


Your answer



8 Today, one of Satan’s main tactics is to obscure the truth about Jehovah and about Jesus. As “the father of the lie,” the Devil spreads lies about them by means of false religion. (John 8:44) For example, he has blinded people about the true identity of Jehovah and of his Son. (2 Cor. 4:3, 4) Christendom often presents the Father and the Son as being equal. As a result, people tend to ignore the Father, whose name they do not know, and worship the Son. Neither Jehovah nor Jesus approves of such worship. (Matt. 4:10; John 4:23) When people are blinded in such ways, they may be difficult to reason with or may even oppose our ministry.

 9. Under Satan’s influence, what has false religion kept people from learning? (Jeremiah 23:26, 27)


Your answer



9 When we start a relationship, one of the first things we do is learn the person’s name. Satan seeks to prevent people from having a close friendship with Jehovah by keeping them from even knowing His name. Thus, Satan has long used false religion to make people forget God’s name. (Read Jeremiah 23:26, 27.) That enemy has even made sure that God’s name​—which the Bible likens to a strong, protective tower—​is omitted from many translations of the Bible. (Prov. 18:10) The Devil is also behind the lie that Jehovah causes suffering. As a result, sincere people may struggle to see Jehovah as a Friend they can draw close to. (Jas. 4:8) However, Satan also seeks to undermine the faith of Jehovah’s people.

10. Why might a Christian become angry with Jehovah?


Your answer



10 When we are going through personal challenges, Satan wants us to believe that Jehovah doesn’t care about us. Satan hopes that we will become angry if Jehovah allows our suffering to continue. (Prov. 19:3) Those who begin to feel this way may even wonder: ‘What is the point of continuing to follow Jehovah’s laws and principles? It doesn’t seem to benefit me!’ This type of thinking could lead us to come under Satan’s influence.

11. How is Satan raising doubts about Jehovah’s standards? (See also picture.)


Your answer



11 Satan uses such tools as social media to raise doubts about Jehovah’s standards. On these platforms, many people express the view that the moral values found in the Bible are outdated and that everyone should be free to set his own standards. Most certainly, “the ruler of the world” has been very skilled at blurring the lines between what is good and what is bad.​—John 14:30; Isa. 5:20; 1 Tim. 4:1, 2.



[image: A young sister in her bedroom scrolls through many social media posts. She sees two men marrying each other, people dancing at a nightclub, an influencer receiving many “likes” for her selfie, two men fighting competitively, and a female politician waving to a crowd.]

Satan’s world bombards us with material that undermines God’s standards (See paragraph 11)







12. Why should we avoid Satan’s propaganda?


Your answer



12 Listening to Satan’s propaganda could cause us to drift away from Jehovah. A young sister whom we will call Shannon relates: “It took me a while to realize that the morals I was being taught in school and the people I was associating with were distorting my sense of right and wrong. The more time I spent on social media, the more I wanted to copy the values of those I met online. I gradually began to drift away from Jehovah, my family, and my brothers and sisters.” Eventually, Shannon found her way back to her heavenly Father and escaped from the Devil’s snare. What helped her?

13. What do you learn from Shannon’s experience?


Your answer



13 Shannon realized that she needed to work hard to remain friends with Jehovah and Jesus. She says: “I prayed and worked in harmony with my prayers by doing research in our publications. The video Young People Ask​—How Can I Make Real Friends? helped me a lot.* In that dramatization, a young sister was experiencing many of the same challenges that I was. She humbly turned to her parents and asked for help. I did the same. My parents, the elders, and mature Christian sisters in the congregation helped me to break free from my bad association. I came to understand that the truth is not only about going to meetings and pleasing my parents but about making the truth my own and maintaining a close personal relationship with Jehovah.”

BE CONVINCED THAT JEHOVAH AND JESUS ARE YOUR FRIENDS

14. How can we avoid Satan’s attempts to weaken our faith? (See also picture.)


Your answer



14 To remain friends with Jehovah, we must choose our associates wisely. (Jas. 4:4) We should also be careful not to believe everything we read or hear that is put out by the world. For instance, we could draw wrong conclusions if we believed material that consisted of half-truths or outright lies. But if we study the Bible and our publications and regularly associate with mature Christians, we will not be easily swayed. The better we know the truth, the more likely we will be to succeed in rejecting Satan’s attempts to weaken our faith.​—Prov. 13:20; Acts 17:11.



[image: Collage: The sister from the previous image meditates during her personal study on ways that she can remain close to Jehovah. 1. She walks her dog on the beach. 2. She enjoys an outdoor gathering with friends. 3. She shares in cart witnessing. 4. She receives encouragement from two elders while in a hospital.]

We resist Satan’s efforts by reflecting on how we can maintain a close personal relationship with Jehovah (See paragraph 14)







15. How can we build our confidence that Jehovah and Jesus are on our side?


Your answer



15 By examining the Bible carefully, we can build our confidence that Jehovah and Jesus are on our side. (Prov. 22:19) As we meditate on accounts that show how much Jehovah and Jesus care for humans, we will be moved to count on them as reliable friends. The Bible is filled with reassurances that Jehovah and Jesus love us. For example, Jehovah describes his feelings for his people as being stronger than those of a nursing mother for her child. (Isa. 49:15) He considers any who cherish his name as “a treasured possession.” (Mal. 3:16, 17, ftn.) And the Bible reveals the depth of Jesus’ love for us by recording his sentiments about his sacrifice.​—John 15:12, 13.

16. How can recalling our own experiences or listening to those of others benefit us? (Psalm 118:5, 6)


Your answer



16 Reflecting on the support that Jehovah and Jesus give us today can also help us to become convinced of their love for us. We can remind ourselves of times when we felt that Jehovah was near, and we can draw strength from those memories. We can also ask our brothers and sisters how they have experienced this help. (Prov. 22:17) By doing so, we will build our confidence that whatever challenges we face, Jehovah and Jesus are on our side.​—Read Psalm 118:5, 6.

17. According to John 10:29, what assurance does Jesus give to all those who stay close to him and to his Father?


Your answer



17 We all want to remain close friends of Jehovah God and Jesus Christ. But until Satan and his demons are destroyed forever, we will need to contend with their attempts to weaken our confidence in Jehovah and in Jesus. (Rev. 20:1-3, 10) To resist our enemies’ tactics, we must maintain a close personal relationship with Jehovah and remain convinced that he and his dear Son love and value us. Then, as Jesus said, no one will be able to “snatch [you] out of the hand of the Father.”​—Read John 10:29; Jas. 4:7.

18. What will we consider in the following article?


Your answer



18 In the following article, we will examine two other tactics Satan uses against us during our spiritual warfare​—attempts to cause division within the congregation and opposition from the outside. How can we successfully fight against these? We shall see.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  How has Satan misrepresented Jehovah and Jesus in the past?


Your answer





	  How is Satan misrepresenting Jehovah and Jesus today?


Your answer





	  What convinces you that Jehovah and Jesus are on your side?


Your answer












SONG 150 Seek God for Your Deliverance



^  Satan does not directly cause all the trials we face. But he is responsible for “the spirit of the world,” which influences opposers to mistreat God’s people. So whether directly or indirectly, Satan is behind many of the challenges we face in our spiritual warfare.​—1 Cor. 2:12; 1 John 5:19.


^  To find other tools that can help young people develop a strong relationship with Jehovah, see the Spirituality page in the Teens and Young Adults section on jw.org. In JW Library®, see the heading Spirituality in the article series “Young People Ask.”






^ (Jas. 4:7) Therefore, subject yourselves to God; but oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you.



^  (2 Cor. 11:14) And no wonder, for Satan himself keeps disguising himself as an angel of light.



^  (Jas. 1:6) But let him keep asking in faith, not doubting at all, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven by the wind and blown about.



^  (Eph. 6:12) because we have a struggle, not against blood and flesh, but against the governments, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the wicked spirit forces in the heavenly places.



^  (Gen. 3:1-5) Now the serpent was the most cautious* of all the wild animals of the field that Jehovah God had made. So it said to the woman: “Did God really say that you must not eat from every tree of the garden?” 2 At this the woman said to the serpent: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden. 3 But God has said about the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden: ‘You must not eat from it, no, you must not touch it; otherwise you will die.’” 4 At this the serpent said to the woman: “You certainly will not die. 5 For God knows that in the very day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and bad.”

Or “shrewdest; craftiest.”


^  (Gen. 3:6) Consequently, the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was something desirable to the eyes, yes, the tree was pleasing to look at. So she began taking of its fruit and eating it. Afterward, she also gave some to her husband when he was with her, and he began eating it.



^  (Job 22:1-3) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite said in reply:  2 “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?  3 Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”


^  (Job 27:1) Job continued his discourse,* saying:

Lit., “proverb.”


^  (Job 27:5) It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!

Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”


^ (Matt. 11:19) The Son of man did come eating and drinking, but people say, ‘Look! A man who is a glutton and is given to drinking wine, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ All the same, wisdom is proved righteous* by its works.”*

Or “is vindicated.”
Or “by its results.”


^  (Matt. 11:19) The Son of man did come eating and drinking, but people say, ‘Look! A man who is a glutton and is given to drinking wine, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ All the same, wisdom is proved righteous* by its works.”*

Or “is vindicated.”
Or “by its results.”


^  (Matt. 27:27-31) Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s residence and gathered the whole body of troops together around him. 28 And disrobing him, they draped him with a scarlet cloak, 29 and they braided a crown out of thorns and put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying: “Greetings, you King of the Jews!” 30 And they spat on him and took the reed and began hitting him on his head. 31 Finally, after they had mocked him, they stripped him of the cloak and put his outer garments on him and led him off to be nailed to the stake.



^  (Mark 14:55, 56) Now the chief priests and the entire Sanʹhe·drin were looking for testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death, but they were not finding any. 56 Many, indeed, were giving false witness against him, but their testimonies were not in agreement.



^  (John 8:41-45) You are doing the works of your father.” They said to him: “We were not born from immorality; we have one Father, God.” 42 Jesus said to them: “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I have not come of my own initiative, but that One sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what I am saying? Because you cannot listen to* my word. 44 You are from your father the Devil, and you wish to do the desires of your father. That one was a murderer when he began, and he did not stand fast in the truth, because truth is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks according to his own disposition, because he is a liar and the father of the lie. 45 Because I, on the other hand, tell you the truth, you do not believe me.

Or “accept.”


^  (Matt. 28:11-15) While they were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests all the things that had happened. 12 And after these had gathered with the elders and had consulted together, they gave a considerable number of silver pieces to the soldiers 13 and said: “Say, ‘His disciples came in the night and stole him while we were sleeping.’ 14 And if this gets to the governor’s ears, we will explain the matter to* him and you will not need to worry.” 15 So they took the silver pieces and did as they were instructed, and this story has been spread abroad among the Jews up to this very day.

Lit., “persuade.”


^  (Acts 7:57-8:1) At this they cried out at the top of their voices and put their hands over their ears and rushed at him all together. 58 After throwing him outside the city, they began stoning him. The witnesses laid down their outer garments at the feet of a young man called Saul. 59 As they were stoning Stephen, he made this appeal: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then, kneeling down, he cried out with a strong voice: “Jehovah, do not charge this sin against them.” And after saying this, he fell asleep in death. 
8 Saul, for his part, approved of his murder. On that day great persecution arose against the congregation that was in Jerusalem; all except the apostles were scattered throughout the regions of Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a.



^  (Acts 12:1-3) About that time Herod the king began mistreating some of those of the congregation. 2 He put James the brother of John to death by the sword. 3 When he saw that it was pleasing to the Jews, he also went on to arrest Peter. (This was during the days of the Unleavened Bread.)



^  (Acts 28:22) But we think it proper to hear from you what your thoughts are, for truly as regards this sect, we know that it is spoken against everywhere.”



^  (Acts 4:18-20) With that they called them and ordered them not to say anything at all or to teach on the basis of the name of Jesus. 19 But in reply Peter and John said to them: “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, judge for yourselves. 20 But as for us, we cannot stop speaking about the things we have seen and heard.”



^  (1 Pet. 5:8) Keep your senses, be watchful! Your adversary, the Devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to devour someone.*

Or “looking for someone to devour.”


^  (John 8:44) You are from your father the Devil, and you wish to do the desires of your father. That one was a murderer when he began, and he did not stand fast in the truth, because truth is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks according to his own disposition, because he is a liar and the father of the lie.



^  (2 Cor. 4:3, 4) If, in fact, the good news we declare is veiled, it is veiled among those who are perishing, 4 among whom the god of this system of things has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that the illumination* of the glorious good news about the Christ, who is the image of God, might not shine through.

Or “light.”


^  (Matt. 4:10) Then Jesus said to him: “Go away, Satan! For it is written: ‘It is Jehovah your God you must worship, and it is to him alone you must render sacred service.’”



^  (John 4:23) Nevertheless, the hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the Father with spirit and truth, for indeed, the Father is looking for ones like these to worship him.



^ (Jer. 23:26, 27) How long will this continue in the heart of the prophets, to prophesy lies? They are prophets of the deceit of their own heart. 27 They intend to make my people forget my name by the dreams they relate to one another, just as their fathers forgot my name because of Baʹal.



^  (Jer. 23:26, 27) How long will this continue in the heart of the prophets, to prophesy lies? They are prophets of the deceit of their own heart. 27 They intend to make my people forget my name by the dreams they relate to one another, just as their fathers forgot my name because of Baʹal.



^  (Prov. 18:10) The name of Jehovah is a strong tower. Into it the righteous one runs and receives protection.*

Lit., “is raised high,” that is, out of reach, safe.


^  (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^  (Prov. 19:3) It is a man’s own foolishness that distorts his way, And his heart becomes enraged against Jehovah.



^  (John 14:30) I will not speak with you much more, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has no hold on me.



^  (Isa. 5:20) Woe to those who say that good is bad and bad is good, Those who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness, Those who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!



^  (1 Tim. 4:1, 2) However, the inspired word clearly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to misleading inspired statements and teachings of demons, 2 by means of the hypocrisy of men who speak lies, whose conscience is seared as with a branding iron.



^  (Jas. 4:4) Adulteresses,* do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend of the world is making himself an enemy of God.

Or “You unfaithful ones.”


^  (Prov. 13:20) The one walking with the wise will become wise, But the one who has dealings with the stupid will fare badly.



^  (Acts 17:11) Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, for they accepted the word with the greatest eagerness of mind, carefully examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.



^  (Prov. 22:19) For your confidence to be in Jehovah, I am giving you knowledge today.



^  (Isa. 49:15) Can a woman forget her nursing child Or have no compassion for the son of her womb? Even if these women forget, I would never forget you.



^  (Mal. 3:16, 17) At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name. 17 “And they will be mine,” says Jehovah of armies, “in the day when I produce a special property.* I will show them compassion, just as a man shows compassion to his son who serves him.

Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”
Or “a treasured possession.”


^  (John 15:12, 13) This is my commandment, that you love one another just as I have loved you. 13 No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his life in behalf of his friends.



^ (Ps. 118:5, 6) I called on Jah* in my distress; Jah answered and brought me into a place of safety.*  6 Jehovah is on my side; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?

“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “a roomy place.”


^  (Prov. 22:17) Incline your ear and listen to the words of the wise, In order to apply your heart to my knowledge,



^  (Ps. 118:5, 6) I called on Jah* in my distress; Jah answered and brought me into a place of safety.*  6 Jehovah is on my side; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?

“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “a roomy place.”


^ (John 10:29) What my Father has given me is something greater than all other things, and no one can snatch them out of the hand of the Father.



^  (Rev. 20:1-3) And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven with the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 He seized the dragon, the original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. 3 And he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not mislead the nations anymore until the 1,000 years were ended. After this he must be released for a little while.



^  (Rev. 20:10) And the Devil who was misleading them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the wild beast and the false prophet already were; and they will be tormented* day and night forever and ever.

Or “restrained; imprisoned.” See Re 14:11 ftn.


^  (John 10:29) What my Father has given me is something greater than all other things, and no one can snatch them out of the hand of the Father.



^  (Jas. 4:7) Therefore, subject yourselves to God; but oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you.



^ (1 Cor. 2:12) Now we received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit that is from God, so that we might know the things that have been kindly given us by God.



^ (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.









OCTOBER 12-18, 2026




SONG 129 We Will Keep Enduring



You Can Win the Battle!



“We have a struggle, not against blood and flesh, but against . . . the wicked spirit forces in the heavenly places.”​—EPH. 6:12.




FOCUS

Always remember that true Christians are fighting against wicked spirit forces, not against one another.




 1. Whom must we all fight against? (Ephesians 6:11, 12)


Your answer



AS SERVANTS of Jehovah, we do not engage in physical warfare. (Isa. 2:4; John 18:36) However, the Bible describes a fight that none of us can avoid​—a struggle against wicked spirits. (Read Ephesians 6:11, 12.) How can we hope to succeed against such powerful enemies? Above all, we need to rely on Jehovah’s support. But we must also recognize the tactics that Satan and his demons use against us and our spiritual family.

 2. What will we discuss in this article?


Your answer



2 In the preceding article, we considered how the Devil tries to undermine our trust in Jehovah God and in Jesus Christ. In this article, we will discuss two other tactics that Satan uses in his fight against us. He tries to break up our unity with our brothers and sisters. And he stirs up opposition in an attempt to distract or frighten us, hoping to stop us from carrying out the work Jehovah has given us to do.

SATAN TRIES TO DIVIDE US

 3. In what way does Satan try to divide us?


Your answer



3 Satan tries to cause division between us and our brothers and sisters. His goal is to cause us to fight against one another instead of fighting against him. How does he try to get us to do that? Many people in Satan’s world are harsh and unloving. They often do not trust one another. Satan hopes that their example will rub off on us and that we will develop a critical, cynical view of our friends in Jehovah’s organization and turn on them.​—Rom. 16:17.

 4. Why did King Saul turn against David? (See also picture.)


Your answer



4 Consider an example. King Saul turned against loyal David. At first, Saul loved this young man. He was thoroughly impressed by David’s ability as a warrior. (1 Sam. 18:5) In time, though, Saul became consumed with jealousy when he saw that David was more popular with the people than he was. As a result, Saul engaged in a prolonged campaign to kill David. (1 Sam. 18:9-11) It would have suited Satan’s interests if David were killed. How so? At Jehovah’s direction, David had already been anointed as the future king of Israel. (1 Sam. 16:13) Satan would have been delighted if that purpose failed. Imagine Satan watching with satisfaction as jealous Saul became obsessed with killing the man Jehovah had chosen to be the next king.



[image: Saul is seething with jealousy as Israelites celebrate David’s victory with singing and tambourines. Jonathan rejoices while at David’s side.]

Unlike loyal Jonathan, who supported David, Saul became jealous of David and lost faith in Jehovah (See paragraphs 4, 6)







 5. Why does the Devil want us to develop a jealous and envious spirit? (James 3:14-16)


Your answer



5 Satan knows that our unity leads to Jehovah’s blessing and support. (Ps. 133:1) Because Satan seeks to destroy that unity, he wants us to become jealous and envious of others, just as Saul was of David. Satan knows that if we become jealous of our brother or sister, it will be very difficult to show them love. (Mark 12:30, 31) If that were to happen, would Jehovah find our worship acceptable? The disciple James wrote in very strong terms about the danger of allowing a jealous spirit to develop in us.​—Read James 3:14-16.

 6. What do you learn from the example of Jonathan? (See also picture.)


Your answer



6 When we stand together as a united brotherhood, we can avoid allowing jealousy and envy to take root in our heart. Consider the fine example of Jonathan, the son of Saul. Unlike his father, who was jealous of David, Jonathan told his young friend David that he had complete faith that Jehovah’s purpose would succeed. “You will be king over Israel,” Jonathan said reassuringly. With true humility, Jonathan acknowledged Jehovah’s will and supported David as Israel’s next king.​—1 Sam. 23:16, 17.

 7. How can we avoid giving the Devil an opportunity to break up our unity? (Ephesians 4:25-27)


Your answer



7 Satan would also like to use our differences to break up our unity. He wants us to believe that because of differences in opinions, personalities, race, or culture, we cannot get along with one another. How can you avoid giving him an opportunity to create divisions? Resolve any disagreements or problems quickly. (Read Ephesians 4:25-27.) Deepen your love for your brothers and sisters. Keep a proper view of them. Despite being so different, we are all members of one body. (1 Cor. 12:12) Our fellow Christians stand beside us, fighting the same enemies we are fighting​—Satan and the demons.​—1 Pet. 5:8, 9.

 8. How should we react when a fellow Christian says or does something that hurts us?


Your answer



8 When a fellow worshipper says or does something that hurts you, remember that you are just as imperfect as he is. If you work closely together with others, it is realistic to expect some friction to develop. (Eccl. 7:20) When that happens, follow the inspired counsel to put up with one another. And if someone hurts you, be quick to forgive. (Col. 3:12-14) Cooperate with Jehovah and Jesus in their purpose to keep our Christian family united.​—John 17:20, 21.

SATAN USES OPPOSITION TO DISCOURAGE US

 9. What is another way that Satan tries to discourage us?


Your answer



9 Another way that Satan tries to discourage us is through persecution. The apostle Paul warned that all true Christians will face persecution. (2 Tim. 3:12) Persecution involves injustice. We could become so consumed by the desire to get justice, to be vindicated, or to take revenge that we lose sight of the all-important Kingdom-preaching work​—the work Jehovah has given us to do.​—Rom. 12:19-21.

10. How did Isaac respond to injustice?


Your answer



10 Consider the example of Abraham’s son Isaac. Envious of Isaac’s prosperity, the Philistines, his neighbors, made a hostile move​—they stopped up wells that Abraham’s servants had dug. (Gen. 26:12-18) Water was very important in caring for families and livestock. So Isaac chose to move farther away and dig other wells. However, the Philistines claimed ownership of the water in that location too. This kind of injustice could have been discouraging. Yet, Isaac prevented the quarreling between his shepherds and the Philistines from escalating. How? By pursuing peace. He moved yet again, and Jehovah blessed him. (Gen. 26:19-25) When we face injustice, can we likewise respond with mildness and patience?

11. How did Jesus react to the challenges he faced?


Your answer



11 Centuries later when Jesus, the promised Messiah, arrived, he faced many challenges. For example, some of Jesus’ relatives thought that he was out of his mind. (Mark 3:21) Religious leaders constantly challenged his authority to preach. (Luke 11:15, 16) One of his closest associates betrayed him. (Matt. 26:14-16) Chief priests joined political authorities to have him sentenced to death. (Mark 15:1, 13-15) But Jesus did not allow opposition to cause him to slow down in Jehovah’s service. And he never showed a vengeful attitude. When Jesus was arrested, the apostle Peter tried to come to his defense. Peter cut off the ear of a slave of the high priest. But Jesus did not agree with Peter’s violent reaction and miraculously healed the man’s wounds. (Luke 22:50, 51) In all these instances, Jesus never allowed the challenges he faced to distract him or cause him to seek revenge.

12. According to Matthew 5:43, 44, how should we treat those who oppose or persecute us?


Your answer



12 Similarly today, we face situations that could discourage us. Satan tries to keep us from carrying out the preaching work. Unbelieving family members or others may oppose or even persecute us. Yet, Jesus instructed us to love even those who persecute us. (Read Matthew 5:43, 44.) This rules out responding with hostility when we suffer persecution. Rather, following Jesus’ clear direction, we do our best to treat all men kindly, patiently, and respectfully even if they oppose us or our work.​—1 Cor. 13:4.

13. Why should we respect governments even if they oppose us? (See also picture.)


Your answer



13 Government authorities also deserve our respect even if they enact laws that restrict our freedom of worship or if they make life hard for us in some other way. Why? Because God’s Word requires it of us. (Rom. 13:1, 2) Satan may not be directly behind every unjust decision that governments make. Yet, he likely hopes that we will react negatively or critically to those decisions. He would be delighted to see us abandon our neutral stand. In the world, people mount protests against decisions they do not like. That type of action is not for Christians! (Prov. 24:21, 22, ftn.; Eccl. 8:2, 3) If we were to lose our balance and compromise our neutral stand, we would really be giving in to Satan’s desires.​—John 15:19.



[image: A young brother on a motorbike looking at a group of protesters. One protester gestures for the brother to join them.]

Will you resist the world’s efforts to make you compromise your neutrality? (See paragraph 13)







14. What should we keep in mind about those who oppose God’s people?


Your answer



14 Some who formerly opposed the truth have in time become zealous Witnesses. (1 Tim. 1:12, 13) Keep this in mind when “people reproach you and persecute you and lyingly say every sort of wicked thing against you.” (Matt. 5:11) Pray that those in authority will allow us to continue worshipping peacefully. (1 Tim. 2:1, 2) Pray also for your opposing family members, workmates, and schoolmates. Ask Jehovah to help you to see what you can do to touch their heart. And be patient! A woman who became a Witness after opposing her husband for many years said, “Much good can be achieved with patience, patience, and still more patience.”

15. Why is it unrealistic to try to correct all the injustices that we see or suffer today?


Your answer



15 We would soon expend a lot of our time and energy if we tried to correct all the injustices that we see or suffer today. (Eccl. 1:15) Jehovah knows exactly what we are enduring. (Ps. 37:18) Very soon, his Kingdom will undo all the harm that Satan and his agents have caused. (1 John 3:8; Rev. 21:5) In the meantime, we must remain patient and show love for our neighbor. We should focus our time and energy on helping as many as possible to become Jehovah’s friends.

WE CAN WIN THE BATTLE!

16. What will help us to win the battle against wicked spirit forces? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



16 The Bible assures us that we can win the battle against wicked spirit forces. (Jas. 4:7; 1 John 5:4, 5) As we struggle against them, God’s Word states that faith will be the key to our success. (Eph. 6:16) So continue to build up your faith in Jehovah God and Jesus Christ. Let that faith motivate you to continue to love your brothers and sisters and remain united with them.



[image: Collage: Brothers and sisters promoting love and unity. 1. Two brothers of different ages and races chat at the Kingdom Hall. 2. A younger brother gives direction to an older brother at a theocratic construction site. 3. A diverse group of sisters enjoy a conversation in the car while in the ministry.]

We can win the battle against wicked spirit forces by promoting love and unity among our brothers and sisters (See paragraph 16)







17. What should we be determined to do?


Your answer



17 May we never succumb to whatever tactics the Devil may use in the coming days to try to divide and discourage us. Jehovah and Jesus promise to remain on our side as long as we stick to them. Our brothers and sisters are united with us in the struggle against our principal enemy, Satan. As for those who oppose us, we must try our best to follow Jesus’ counsel to be kind to them. (Luke 6:27, 28) So continue to resist Satan’s tactics, confident that you will succeed in your struggle against the wicked spirit forces.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  How does Satan try to break up our unity with our brothers and sisters?


Your answer





	  How does Satan try to discourage us from carrying out the Kingdom-preaching work?


Your answer





	  What convinces you that you can win the battle against the wicked spirit forces?


Your answer












SONG 149 A Victory Song





^ (Eph. 6:12) because we have a struggle, not against blood and flesh, but against the governments, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the wicked spirit forces in the heavenly places.



^ (Eph. 6:11, 12) Put on the complete suit of armor from God so that you may be able to stand firm against the crafty acts of the Devil; 12 because we have a struggle, not against blood and flesh, but against the governments, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the wicked spirit forces in the heavenly places.



^  (Isa. 2:4) He will render judgment among the nations And set matters straight* respecting many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.

Or “correct matters.”


^  (John 18:36) Jesus answered: “My Kingdom is no part of this world. If my Kingdom were part of this world, my attendants would have fought that I should not be handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my Kingdom is not from this source.”



^  (Eph. 6:11, 12) Put on the complete suit of armor from God so that you may be able to stand firm against the crafty acts of the Devil; 12 because we have a struggle, not against blood and flesh, but against the governments, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the wicked spirit forces in the heavenly places.



^  (Rom. 16:17) Now I urge you, brothers, to keep your eye on those who create divisions and causes for stumbling contrary to the teaching that you have learned, and avoid them.



^  (1 Sam. 18:5) David began going out and was successful* wherever Saul would send him. So Saul put him in charge of the fighting men, and this pleased all the people and the servants of Saul.

Or “acted wisely.”


^  (1 Sam. 18:9-11) From that day on, Saul was always looking at David suspiciously. 10 The next day a bad spirit from God gripped Saul, and he started to act strangely* inside the house, while David was playing music on the harp as on other occasions. Saul had a spear in his hand, 11 and he hurled the spear, saying to himself: ‘I will pin David to the wall!’ But David escaped from him twice.

Or “behaved like a prophet.”


^  (1 Sam. 16:13) So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers. And the spirit of Jehovah began to empower David from that day forward. Samuel later rose and went his way to Raʹmah.



^ (Jas. 3:14-16) But if you have bitter jealousy and contentiousness* in your hearts, do not be bragging and lying against the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above; it is earthly, animalistic, demonic. 16 For wherever there are jealousy and contentiousness,* there will also be disorder and every vile thing.

Or possibly, “selfish ambition.”
Or possibly, “selfish ambition.”


^  (Ps. 133:1) Look! How good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!



^  (Mark 12:30, 31) and you must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.’ 31 The second is this, ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”



^  (Jas. 3:14-16) But if you have bitter jealousy and contentiousness* in your hearts, do not be bragging and lying against the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above; it is earthly, animalistic, demonic. 16 For wherever there are jealousy and contentiousness,* there will also be disorder and every vile thing.

Or possibly, “selfish ambition.”
Or possibly, “selfish ambition.”


^  (1 Sam. 23:16, 17) Jonʹa·than the son of Saul now went out to David at Hoʹresh, and he helped him find strength* in Jehovah. 17 He said to him: “Do not be afraid, for my father Saul will not find you; you will be king over Israel, and I will become second to you; and my father Saul also knows that.”

Lit., “he strengthened his hand.”


^ (Eph. 4:25-27) Therefore, now that you have put away deceit, each one of you speak truth with his neighbor, because we are members belonging to one another. 26 Be wrathful, but do not sin; do not let the sun set while you are still angry; 27 do not give the Devil an opportunity.



^  (Eph. 4:25-27) Therefore, now that you have put away deceit, each one of you speak truth with his neighbor, because we are members belonging to one another. 26 Be wrathful, but do not sin; do not let the sun set while you are still angry; 27 do not give the Devil an opportunity.



^  (1 Cor. 12:12) For just as the body is one but has many members, and all the members of that body, although many, are one body, so too is the Christ.



^  (1 Pet. 5:8, 9) Keep your senses, be watchful! Your adversary, the Devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to devour someone.* 9 But take your stand against him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by the entire association of your brothers* in the world.

Or “looking for someone to devour.”
Lit., “by your brotherhood.”


^  (Eccl. 7:20) For there is no righteous man on earth who always does good and never sins.



^  (Col. 3:12-14) Accordingly, as God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with the tender affections of compassion, kindness, humility, mildness, and patience. 13 Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same. 14 But besides all these things, clothe yourselves with love, for it is a perfect bond of union.



^  (John 17:20, 21) “I make request, not concerning these only, but also concerning those putting faith in me through their word, 21 so that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in union with me and I am in union with you, that they also may be in union with us, so that the world may believe that you sent me.



^  (2 Tim. 3:12) In fact, all those desiring to live with godly devotion in association with Christ Jesus will also be persecuted.



^  (Rom. 12:19-21) Do not avenge yourselves, beloved, but yield place to the wrath; for it is written: “‘Vengeance is mine; I will repay,’ says Jehovah.” 20 But “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by doing this you will heap fiery coals on his head.” 21 Do not let yourself be conquered by the evil, but keep conquering the evil with the good.



^  (Gen. 26:12-18) And Isaac began to sow seed in that land, and in that year he reaped 100 times what he sowed, for Jehovah was blessing him. 13 The man became wealthy, and he continued to prosper until he became very wealthy. 14 He acquired flocks of sheep and herds of cattle and a large body of servants, and the Phi·lisʹtines began to envy him. 15 So the Phi·lisʹtines took soil and stopped up all the wells that his father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham. 16 A·bimʹe·lech then said to Isaac: “Move from our neighborhood, for you have grown far stronger than we are.” 17 So Isaac moved from there and encamped in the valley* of Geʹrar and began dwelling there. 18 And Isaac again dug the wells that had been dug in the days of his father Abraham but that the Phi·lisʹtines had stopped up after Abraham’s death, and he called them by the names that his father had given them.

Or “wadi.”


^  (Gen. 26:19-25) When the servants of Isaac were digging in the valley,* they found a well of fresh water. 20 And the shepherds of Geʹrar began quarreling with the shepherds of Isaac, saying: “The water is ours!” So he named the well Eʹsek,* because they had quarreled with him. 21 And they started digging another well, and they began quarreling over it also. So he named it Sitʹnah.* 22 Later he moved away from there and dug another well, but they did not quarrel over it. So he named it Re·hoʹboth* and said: “It is because now Jehovah has given us ample room and has made us fruitful in the land.” 23 Then he went up from there to Beʹer-sheʹba. 24 That night Jehovah appeared to him and said: “I am the God of your father Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am with you, and I will bless you and multiply your offspring* on account of Abraham my servant.” 25 So he built an altar there and called on the name of Jehovah. And Isaac pitched his tent there, and his servants dug a well there.

Or “wadi.”
Meaning “Contention.”
Meaning “Accusation.”
Meaning “Broad Places.”
Lit., “seed.”


^  (Mark 3:21) But when his relatives heard about it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying: “He has gone out of his mind.”



^  (Luke 11:15, 16) But some of them said: “He expels the demons by means of Be·elʹze·bub, the ruler of the demons.” 16 And others, to test him, began demanding a sign out of heaven from him.



^  (Matt. 26:14-16) Then one of the Twelve, the one called Judas Is·carʹi·ot, went to the chief priests 15 and said: “What will you give me to betray him to you?” They stipulated to him 30 silver pieces. 16 So from then on, he kept looking for a good opportunity to betray him.



^  (Mark 15:1) Immediately at dawn, the chief priests with the elders and the scribes, indeed, the whole Sanʹhe·drin, consulted together, and they bound Jesus and led him off and handed him over to Pilate.



^  (Mark 15:13-15) Once more they cried out: “To the stake with him!”* 14 But Pilate went on to say to them: “Why? What bad thing did he do?” Still they cried out all the more: “To the stake with him!”* 15 At that Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Bar·abʹbas to them; and after having Jesus whipped, he handed him over to be executed on the stake.

Or “Execute him on the stake!”
Or “Execute him on the stake!”


^  (Luke 22:50, 51) One of them even struck the slave of the high priest, taking off his right ear. 51 But in reply Jesus said: “That is enough.” And he touched the ear and healed him.



^ (Matt. 5:43, 44) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you,



^  (Matt. 5:43, 44) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you,



^  (1 Cor. 13:4) Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous. It does not brag, does not get puffed up,



^  (Rom. 13:1, 2) Let every person be in subjection to the superior authorities, for there is no authority except by God; the existing authorities stand placed in their relative positions by God. 2 Therefore, whoever opposes* the authority has taken a stand against the arrangement of God; those who have taken a stand against it will bring judgment against themselves.

Or “resists.”


^  (Prov. 24:21, 22) My son, fear Jehovah and the king. And do not associate with dissenters,* 22 For their disaster will arise suddenly. Who knows what ruin both* will bring upon them?

Or “those who are for a change.”
That is, Jehovah and the king.


^  (Eccl. 8:2, 3) I say: “Obey the king’s orders out of regard for the oath to God. 3 Do not rush to depart from his presence. Do not take a stand for anything bad; for he can do whatever he pleases,



^  (John 15:19) If you were part of the world, the world would be fond of what is its own. Now because you are no part of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you.



^  (1 Tim. 1:12, 13) I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who imparted power to me, because he considered me faithful by assigning me to a ministry, 13 although formerly I was a blasphemer and a persecutor and an insolent man. Nevertheless, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and with a lack of faith.



^  (Matt. 5:11) “Happy are you when people reproach* you and persecute you and lyingly say every sort of wicked thing against you for my sake.

Or “insult.”


^  (1 Tim. 2:1, 2) First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving be made concerning all sorts of men, 2 concerning kings and all those who are in high positions, so that we may go on leading a calm and quiet life with complete godly devotion and seriousness.



^  (Eccl. 1:15) What is crooked cannot be made straight, And what is lacking cannot possibly be counted.



^  (Ps. 37:18) Jehovah is aware of what the blameless go through,* And their inheritance will last forever.

Lit., “the days of the blameless.”


^  (1 John 3:8) The one who practices sin originates with the Devil, because the Devil has been sinning from the beginning.* For this purpose the Son of God was made manifest, to break up* the works of the Devil.

Or “from when he began.”
Or “destroy.”


^  (Rev. 21:5) And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful* and true.”

Or “trustworthy.”


^  (Jas. 4:7) Therefore, subject yourselves to God; but oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you.



^  (1 John 5:4, 5) because everyone who* has been born from God conquers the world. And this is the conquest that has conquered the world, our faith. 5 Who can conquer the world? Is it not the one who has faith that Jesus is the Son of God?

Lit., “everything that.”


^  (Eph. 6:16) Besides all of this, take up the large shield of faith, with which you will be able to extinguish all the wicked one’s burning arrows.



^  (Luke 6:27, 28) “But I say to you who are listening: Continue to love your enemies, to do good to those hating you, 28 to bless those cursing you, to pray for those who are insulting you.
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SONG 106 Cultivating the Quality of Love



An Appeal on the Basis of Love



“I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love.”​—PHILEM. 9.




FOCUS

What we learn about promoting peace in the congregation from the apostle Paul, Philemon, and Onesimus.




 1. What responsibility do we all have?


Your answer



WE CHERISH the peace we enjoy among Jehovah’s people. This peace gives us a taste of how good life will be in Paradise. (Isa. 32:17, 18) Although Jehovah grants us this peace, we have a personal responsibility to maintain and protect it. (Rom. 12:18) How can we promote peace in the congregation when interacting with others? When we offend someone? When someone offends us? The answers are found in an appeal made on the basis of love. This appeal involved three Bible characters: the apostle Paul, Philemon, and Onesimus.

THE APPEAL

 2. Summarize the account of Philemon and Onesimus. (Philemon 8, 9, 17)


Your answer



2 Read Philemon 8, 9, 17. In his letter to Philemon, Paul exhorts him to welcome back his slave Onesimus. Paul appeals to Philemon’s love for Christ and for his fellow Christians. Are you familiar with the account? Philemon was a brother in the congregation in Colossae, known for his outstanding faith and love. He had an unbelieving slave named Onesimus, who abandoned him and fled to Rome, possibly robbing him before leaving. (Philem. 18; see study note.) While in Rome, Onesimus developed a close friendship with Paul and became a Christian. (Col. 4:9) Under Roman law, however, Onesimus had to return to his master, so Paul sent him back to Philemon.​—Philem. 12, 13; see study note on “I am sending him back to you.”

 3. What concerns may Paul have had about sending Onesimus back? (See also picture.)


Your answer



3 How would Philemon react to Onesimus’ return? Legally, he had the right to have Onesimus severely punished. Would he exercise that right? How would the congregation react? What if other masters and slaves became divided over the matter? Paul knew that the situation could potentially disrupt the congregation’s peace. So he wrote a letter to Philemon and sent it via Tychicus. (Eph. 6:21, 22; Col. 4:7-9; see study note on Colossians 4:7.) At the same time, Paul also sent a letter to the congregation in Colossae. Let us examine what we can learn from the examples of Paul, Onesimus, and Philemon based on those two letters.



[image: ]

Philemon reads Paul’s letter aloud in front of a group of onlookers that includes Onesimus and Tychicus (See paragraph 3)







LESSONS TO LEARN FROM PAUL’S EXAMPLE

4-5. How can elders contribute to the peace of the congregation?


Your answer



4 What can we learn from Paul’s example? Paul treated others in a way that promoted peace. His example shows how we can help to promote peace in the congregation when interacting with others.

5 Paul treated Philemon as a friend. (Philem. 17) Paul did not think he could just order Philemon around, as if he were his master. (2 Cor. 1:24) Paul viewed Philemon as a fellow worker and reminded him of their friendship. What a good example Paul set for Philemon regarding how to treat Onesimus, his new brother! It also serves as a fine example for all of us, especially for those who serve as elders in the congregation. Elders who treat others as friends are a force for peace. As loving shepherds, they do not ‘lord it over’ the flock. (1 Pet. 5:1-3) Instead, they spend time with God’s sheep, listen to them, value them, and support them in times of need. Like Paul, elders who treat others as friends set a fine example for the flock and contribute to an environment where peace can flourish.

 6. Why is commendation important?


Your answer



6 Paul commended Philemon. (Philem. 4, 5, 7) We all need commendation. Why? For one thing, many of us struggle with feelings of insecurity. We may worry about our appearance, whether others like us, or whether we may lose a cherished privilege of service. These feelings are normal. However, they can sometimes make us anxious, overly sensitive, defensive, or even competitive​—characteristics that can hinder our efforts to promote peace. A person can better cope with his feelings of insecurity if he receives commendation. (Prov. 12:25) It reassures him that he is loved and appreciated. Would you like to have that effect on others? If so, look for opportunities to commend others sincerely. Commend others not just for good results but also for the efforts they put forth. Simply put, when you see something positive, say something positive.

 7. Why should we think carefully about what we say regarding others? (Philemon 10-12)


Your answer



7 Paul spoke positively about Onesimus. (Read Philemon 10-12.) How might Paul’s tender words about Onesimus have affected Philemon? Would they have influenced how Philemon felt about, spoke to, and treated Onesimus? Surely! Similarly, what we say about fellow worshippers affects how others feel about them and treat them. Speaking positively about our brothers and sisters helps others treat them kindly. Unfortunately, the opposite is also true. Speaking negatively about our brothers and sisters may influence others to treat them unkindly. But to speak well of others, we must first think well of them. What can help us to do that? Consider a custom that Paul had.

 8. What could help us to think and speak positively about fellow worshippers? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



8 Paul regularly thanked Jehovah for Philemon’s fine qualities. (Philem. 4, 5) He did the same for many others. (1 Cor. 1:4-7; Phil. 1:3-5; Col. 1:3, 4; 1 Thess. 1:2, 3) Paul was not blind to the negative traits of his brothers and sisters, but he looked for their good qualities. And it was his custom to thank Jehovah for such friends. If you find it difficult to speak positively of others, remember this: If you cultivate the habit of thinking positively about others and of praying sincerely for Jehovah to bless them, you will be more inclined to speak positively about them.



[image: Collage: 1. Paul writing a letter with a prison chain on his wrist. 2. An older brother commending a younger brother in front of others at the Kingdom Hall.]

Like Paul, take a positive view of fellow Christians both in thought and in word (See paragraph 8)







 9. Why is Paul’s positive tone especially remarkable?


Your answer



9 Despite facing challenging circumstances, Paul treated Philemon kindly. Have you ever lost your patience with someone when you were tired or under stress? When we have been experiencing difficult circumstances, it can be easy to take our frustrations out on others. With that in mind, consider Paul’s circumstances around the time when he wrote to Philemon. Just a few years before, Paul was violently attacked and then unjustly detained. He was held in custody in Jerusalem and in Caesarea. Then, he was transferred to Rome but suffered shipwreck along the way. And now as he wrote to Philemon, Paul was still “a prisoner,” under house arrest in Rome. (Philem. 1) But did Paul allow his stressful experiences to affect the way he addressed Philemon? No. Paul’s letter to Philemon was kind and tactful. The lesson? We can contribute to peace by doing our best to treat others kindly even when we are tired, stressed, or enduring a trial. In turn, the peaceful atmosphere we promote helps us cope with our challenges.

LESSONS TO LEARN FROM ONESIMUS’ EXAMPLE

10. What can we learn from Onesimus’ example?


Your answer



10 We all do and say things that offend others. Onesimus’ example teaches us how to restore peace when that happens. He did something that sounds simple but is often difficult to do. He admitted his mistake and did his part to reconcile with Philemon. Onesimus surely knew that Roman law required that he return to his master. So he made a costly and exhausting trip of over 1,400 kilometers (900 mi) to return to Philemon. He had to be willing to give up his freedom and possibly accept other consequences for his actions. That could not have been an easy choice. And what if he felt that he was justified in running away from Philemon? If he did feel that way, he did not let it stop him from returning to his master and doing what he could to promote peace between them as spiritual brothers.

11. What can we do to restore peace when we have offended someone? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



11 If you have offended someone, take the initiative to restore peace. (Matt. 5:23-25) True, this may be difficult, but the resulting peace will be worth it. Start with a sincere apology. Be willing to listen to the other person and acknowledge his feelings. Accept responsibility for your mistake. Avoid justifying your actions or shifting the blame. Doing so can weaken an apology, prolong a dispute, or even make things worse. It takes humility to apologize, but that is often a quicker way to peace.​—Rom. 14:19.



[image: Collage: 1. Onesimus. 2. A brother offering a heartfelt apology to another brother while they sit on a park bench.]

Like Onesimus, be quick to show humility and to promote peace (See paragraph 11)







LESSONS TO LEARN FROM PHILEMON’S EXAMPLE

12. Why was Paul confident that Philemon would forgive Onesimus?


Your answer



12 Philemon’s example teaches us how to maintain peace when someone wrongs us. Did Philemon forgive Onesimus and receive him back kindly? The account does not say. But Paul was confident that Philemon would. (Philem. 17, 21) Paul knew that Philemon had qualities that would incline him to forgive. What qualities?

13. Why is love key to maintaining peace? (Colossians 3:14)


Your answer



13 Philemon loved his brothers. (Philem. 5) Philemon lived up to his name, which means “Loving.” He was known for his outstanding love, a quality that would be key in forgiving Onesimus. In fact, in Paul’s letter to Philemon’s congregation in Colossae, he described love as “a perfect bond of union.” (Read Colossians 3:14.) In other words, no other quality contributes more to peace and unity than love. The more we love others, the easier it becomes to forgive them and treat them kindly. (1 Cor. 13:4-7) Let us see how this worked in Philemon’s case.

14. Why can we say that Philemon was hospitable?


Your answer



14 Philemon had a quality that strengthens love: hospitality. He opened his home to the congregation for meetings. (Philem. 2) Paul also alluded to Philemon’s hospitality when he asked Philemon to prepare a place for him to stay. (Philem. 22) Philemon’s warm hospitality undoubtedly made others feel welcomed and refreshed.​—Philem. 7.

15. How can showing hospitality strengthen our love for others? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



15 How can imitating Philemon’s hospitable spirit strengthen our love for others? We get to know our brothers and sisters better when we show them hospitality. Spending time with those outside our immediate circle of friends, even those we may not initially be drawn to, helps us to appreciate the variety of personalities that make Jehovah’s people beautiful. Learning about their background, their journey into the truth, or their endurance through trials often deepens our love and respect for them. We see why Jehovah has drawn them to his family of worshippers. (John 6:44) Showing hospitality therefore helps us love our brothers and sisters more, assume the best about them, and forgive them when they make mistakes.



[image: Collage: 1. Philemon holding Paul’s letter. 2. The brothers from the previous image enjoy a conversation with each other and others at a gathering.]

Like Philemon, promote unity in the congregation by showing hospitality (See paragraph 15)







16. How may Philemon have applied Paul’s counsel found at Colossians 3:13?


Your answer



16 Are you struggling to forgive someone right now? Even if we love our brothers and sisters, forgiving them may be difficult at times. What can help? Consider Paul’s words to the congregation in Colossae, which included Philemon, recorded at Colossians 3:13. (Read.) Imagine Philemon hearing those words read to the congregation in his own home. Whom might he have been thinking about? Was he harboring bitterness toward Onesimus? If so, the application for him was clear: He needed to continue putting up with Onesimus, and he needed to forgive him freely. How can Paul’s advice guide us in our own struggles to forgive?

17. In what way should we “continue putting up with one another”?


Your answer



17 What did Paul mean by “continue putting up with one another”? He was encouraging us to be patient with and kind to fellow believers even when they irritate or offend us. In the same verse, Paul highlighted Jehovah’s heartwarming example. Jehovah has reasonable expectations for his worshippers. He is aware of our limitations but focuses on our good qualities. (Ps. 103:13, 14; 130:3) Because of that, he continues to extend his undeserved kindness and mercy to us. (Lam. 3:22, 23) If we do our best to view our fellow worshippers as Jehovah does, we will find it easier to be patient in putting up with their mistakes​—just as they patiently put up with ours. To illustrate: When we remember how beautiful a plant is when it blooms, we are motivated to care for it when it is not in bloom. Similarly, if we remember the good in our brothers and sisters, we will feel motivated to forgive them and treat them kindly even when they let us down.

18. What are you determined to do?


Your answer



18 Jehovah appreciates everything you do to contribute to peace in your congregation. Daily look for opportunities to promote peace. Continue to speak kindly to and about others. Apologize. Make amends when you offend someone. And cultivate strong love for your brothers and sisters​—the kind of love that helps you forgive freely. By doing these things, you will be a force for peace in your congregation. And you will be among the meek ones who “will possess the earth” and “find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace”​—forever!​—Ps. 37:11.



WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE EXAMPLE OF . . .


	  the apostle Paul?


Your answer





	  Onesimus?


Your answer





	  Philemon?


Your answer












SONG 154 Unfailing Love





^ (Philem. 9) I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love, seeing that I am Paul an older man, yes, now also a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus.



^  (Isa. 32:17, 18) The result of true righteousness will be peace, And the fruitage of true righteousness will be lasting tranquility and security. 18 My people will dwell in a peaceful abiding place, In secure dwellings and in tranquil resting-places.



^  (Rom. 12:18) If possible, as far as it depends on you, be peaceable with all men.



^ (Philem. 8, 9) For this very reason, though I have great freeness of speech in connection with Christ to order you to do what is proper, 9 I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love, seeing that I am Paul an older man, yes, now also a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus.



^ (Philem. 17) So if you consider me a friend, receive him kindly the same way you would me.



^  (Philem. 8, 9) For this very reason, though I have great freeness of speech in connection with Christ to order you to do what is proper, 9 I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love, seeing that I am Paul an older man, yes, now also a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus.



^  (Philem. 17) So if you consider me a friend, receive him kindly the same way you would me.



^  (Philem. 18) Moreover, if he did you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to my account.



^  (Col. 4:9) He is coming along with O·nesʹi·mus, my faithful and beloved brother, who is from among you; they will tell you all the things happening here.



^  (Philem. 12, 13) I am sending him back to you, yes him, my very own heart. 13 I would like to keep him here for myself so that he might take your place in ministering to me during my imprisonment for the sake of the good news.



^  (Eph. 6:21, 22) Now so that you may also know about me and how I am doing, Tychʹi·cus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make everything known to you. 22 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know how we are and that he may comfort your hearts.



^  (Col. 4:7-9) Tychʹi·cus, my beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow slave in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I am sending him to you so that you will know how we are and that he may comfort your hearts. 9 He is coming along with O·nesʹi·mus, my faithful and beloved brother, who is from among you; they will tell you all the things happening here.



^  (Col. 4:7) Tychʹi·cus, my beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow slave in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me.



^  (Philem. 17) So if you consider me a friend, receive him kindly the same way you would me.



^  (2 Cor. 1:24) Not that we are the masters over your faith, but we are fellow workers for your joy, for it is by your faith that you are standing.



^  (1 Pet. 5:1-3) Therefore, as a fellow elder, a witness of the sufferings of the Christ and a sharer of the glory that is to be revealed, I make this appeal* to the elders among you: 2 Shepherd the flock of God under your care, serving as overseers,* not under compulsion, but willingly before God; not for love of dishonest gain, but eagerly; 3 not lording it over those who are God’s inheritance, but becoming examples to the flock.

Or “exhortation.”
Or “carefully watching over it.”


^  (Philem. 4, 5) I always thank my God when I mention you in my prayers, 5 as I keep hearing of your faith and the love that you have for the Lord Jesus and for all the holy ones.



^  (Philem. 7) For I received much joy and comfort on hearing of your love, because the hearts of the holy ones have been refreshed through you, brother.



^  (Prov. 12:25) Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down,* But a good word cheers it up.

Or “depresses him.”


^ (Philem. 10-12) I am appealing to you for my child, whose father I became while in prison,* O·nesʹi·mus. 11 He was formerly useless to you, but now he is useful to you and to me. 12 I am sending him back to you, yes him, my very own heart.

Lit., “in the bonds.”


^  (Philem. 10-12) I am appealing to you for my child, whose father I became while in prison,* O·nesʹi·mus. 11 He was formerly useless to you, but now he is useful to you and to me. 12 I am sending him back to you, yes him, my very own heart.

Lit., “in the bonds.”


^  (Philem. 4, 5) I always thank my God when I mention you in my prayers, 5 as I keep hearing of your faith and the love that you have for the Lord Jesus and for all the holy ones.



^  (1 Cor. 1:4-7) I always thank my God for you in view of the undeserved kindness of God given to you in Christ Jesus; 5 because in everything you have been enriched in him, in full ability to speak and in full knowledge, 6 just as the witness* about the Christ has been made firm among you, 7 so that you do not lack in any gift at all, while you are eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Or “the testimony.”


^  (Phil. 1:3-5) I thank my God always when I remember you 4 in every supplication of mine for all of you. I offer each supplication with joy, 5 because of the contribution you have made to the good news from the first day until this moment.



^  (Col. 1:3, 4) We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love you have for all the holy ones



^  (1 Thess. 1:2, 3) We always thank God when we mention all of you in our prayers, 3 for we continually remember your faithful work, your loving labor, and your endurance because of your hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father.



^  (Philem. 1) Paul, a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Phi·leʹmon our beloved fellow worker,



^  (Matt. 5:23-25) “If, then, you are bringing your gift to the altar and there you remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar, and go away. First make your peace with your brother, and then come back and offer your gift. 25 “Be quick to settle matters with your legal opponent, while you are with him on the way there, so that somehow the opponent may not turn you over to the judge, and the judge to the court attendant, and you get thrown into prison.



^  (Rom. 14:19) So, then, let us pursue the things making for peace and the things that build one another up.



^  (Philem. 17) So if you consider me a friend, receive him kindly the same way you would me.



^  (Philem. 21) I am confident that you will comply, so I am writing you, knowing that you will do even more than what I say.



^ (Col. 3:14) But besides all these things, clothe yourselves with love, for it is a perfect bond of union.



^  (Philem. 5) as I keep hearing of your faith and the love that you have for the Lord Jesus and for all the holy ones.



^  (Col. 3:14) But besides all these things, clothe yourselves with love, for it is a perfect bond of union.



^  (1 Cor. 13:4-7) Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous. It does not brag, does not get puffed up, 5 does not behave indecently, does not look for its own interests, does not become provoked. It does not keep account of the injury. 6 It does not rejoice over unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.



^  (Philem. 2) and to Apʹphi·a our sister, and to Ar·chipʹpus our fellow soldier, and to the congregation that is in your house:



^  (Philem. 22) But along with that, also prepare a place for me to stay, for I am hoping that through your prayers I will be given back to you.



^  (Philem. 7) For I received much joy and comfort on hearing of your love, because the hearts of the holy ones have been refreshed through you, brother.



^  (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^ (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same.



^  (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same.



^  (Ps. 103:13, 14) As a father shows mercy to his sons, Jehovah has shown mercy to those who fear him. 14 For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^  (Ps. 130:3) If errors were what you watch,* O Jah,* Then who, O Jehovah, could stand?

Or “keep track of.”
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^  (Lam. 3:22, 23) It is because of Jehovah’s loyal love that we have not come to our finish, For his mercies never end. 23 They are new each morning; your faithfulness is abundant.



^  (Ps. 37:11) But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.
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SONG 62 The New Song



Cherish “the Privilege of Fearlessly Rendering Sacred Service”



“He has raised up a horn of salvation . . . to grant us . . . the privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service.”​—LUKE 1:69, 74.




FOCUS

To help us appreciate the gift of salvation as well as the privilege and the responsibility that come with it.




 1. What is Zechariah’s prophecy about?


Your answer



“WHAT will this young child turn out to be?” (Luke 1:57-66) The neighbors and the relatives were curious about John, the son who was born miraculously to aged priest Zechariah and his elderly wife, Elizabeth, who had been barren. Jehovah used Zechariah to answer that question. He explained that the long-awaited Messiah would soon arrive and that John would prepare repentant people to recognize and follow that one. (Amos 3:7; Luke 1:67-79) But Zechariah did more than relate what his son, John, would do.* As we will see in this article, Zechariah’s message was prophetic and it involves us today. From his message, we will learn about three things we should cherish: (1) the gift of salvation, (2) the privilege of sacred service, and (3) the responsibility to preach.

THE GIFT OF SALVATION

 2. (a) According to Luke 1:67-73, what gift is promised to God’s people? (b) Who is the “powerful savior” mentioned at Luke 1:69?


Your answers



2 Read Luke 1:67-73. God had promised to give his people a wonderful gift: salvation. But salvation by whom? Zechariah said: “[Jehovah] has raised up a powerful savior for us in the house of David.” (Luke 1:69; see study note.) That “powerful savior” was to be the Messiah. The Jews of Zechariah’s day already expected the promised Messiah and knew that he would be a descendant of Abraham through the royal line of David. (Gen. 22:17, 18; Matt. 22:42) Why, then, did Jehovah move Zechariah to announce the coming of this “powerful savior”? Because the Messiah’s arrival was closer than ever! Within six months, a young woman named Mary would give birth to Jesus, who, as the angel Gabriel said, would be called “God’s Son” and would rule as King on “the throne of David his father.” (Luke 1:30-35) The “powerful savior” was raised up when Jesus got baptized at age 30. At that time, Jehovah anointed him with holy spirit as the promised Messiah. (Matt. 3:16, 17) An exciting development indeed!

 3. From whom or from what did first-century Jews need to be saved?


Your answer



3 The first-century Jews needed to be saved. But from whom or from what? Zechariah answers: “Salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those hating us.” (Luke 1:71) Did this mean that Jesus would save the Jews from the oppressive Roman authorities? No. Rather, the Jews needed to be saved from the chief source of oppression, Satan. (Heb. 2:14, 15) Satan is responsible for causing mankind, including the ancient Jews, to become enslaved to sin and death. Additionally, the Jews were unable to keep the Mosaic Law perfectly. For that reason, they came under a curse from which they needed to be saved. (Rom. 3:20; Gal. 3:10, 13) Thus, they needed what Jehovah promised through Zechariah​—“salvation . . . by forgiveness of their sins.”​—Luke 1:77.

 4. From whom and from what do we need to be saved today?


Your answer



4 What enemies do we need to be saved from today? Like the Jews in Jesus’ day, we are enslaved to sin and death. (Rom. 5:12) In addition, Satan and the demons are sources of oppression. They try to deceive us, hoping to turn us away from true worship. They even influence individuals and organizations​—some of whom are among “those hating us”—​to oppose our worship. We need to be saved from such enemies.

 5. How does Jesus deliver us from the condemnation of sin?


Your answer



5 How does our Savior rescue us from these enemies? Consider how Jesus delivers us from sin. During his earthly ministry, Jesus taught his followers how to worship Jehovah acceptably. Then he gave his life as a ransom, “so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16; Matt. 20:28) We do our best to follow what Jesus taught about giving Jehovah acceptable worship. But we are still imperfect, so we ask Jehovah to forgive us when we fall short of his standards. Then on the basis of the ransom, Jehovah kindly accepts our worship. (1 John 2:1, 2) In these ways, our Savior Jesus delivers us from the condemnation of sin.

 6. What will Jesus accomplish as King on “the throne of David”? (See also picture.)


Your answer



6 How will Jesus save us completely from sin and death, from Satan and his demons, and from “those hating us”? Since 1914, Jesus has been ruling in heaven on “the throne of David his father.” (Luke 1:32, 33) As King of God’s Kingdom, he and his heavenly corulers along with his holy angels will wipe out all of God’s earthly enemies at Armageddon. Then during the Thousand Year Reign, Jesus will raise the dead and, together with his 144,000 corulers, gradually restore mankind to perfection. (John 5:28; Rev. 22:1, 2) By the end of the thousand years, they will have done away with inherited sin and death. (1 Cor. 15:26, 55-57) They will then crush out of existence Satan, his demons, and all humans who side with them during the final test. (Rev. 20:7-10) Loyal worshippers will finally enjoy a relationship with Jehovah that is unhindered by sin, death, or any opposer! We will forever praise our God and cherish “his indescribable free gift,” which includes our salvation through Christ Jesus.​—2 Cor. 9:15.



[image: Jesus ruling from the heavens as King of God’s Kingdom, extending his hand toward the earth during the Thousand Year Reign.]

Jehovah’s gift of salvation through Jesus Christ (See paragraph 6)







THE PRIVILEGE OF SACRED SERVICE

 7. According to Luke 1:74, 75, what privilege does Jehovah grant his people?


Your answer



7 Read Luke 1:74, 75. Jehovah’s gift of the ransom grants us something special. Zechariah called it “the privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service.” Our “sacred service” to Jehovah includes all aspects of true worship. We render Jehovah sacred service when we preach, pray, study his Word, and worship at our meetings, assemblies, and conventions. Our sacred service also includes other activities directly related to our worship, such as serving at Bethel and building and maintaining Kingdom Halls and Assembly Halls.

 8. What do we not need to fear?


Your answer



8 In what sense do we render Jehovah sacred service “fearlessly”? First, we no longer need to fear death. Because we have the firm hope of everlasting life, we can focus on pleasing Jehovah instead of on trying to squeeze all we can out of a short life in this system. Even when persecutors threaten us with death, we refuse to give in to fear. We confidently maintain our integrity because we know that if we were to die, Jesus would bring us back to life. (John 6:39, 40) Second, we don’t need to fear that Jehovah will reject us because of our inherited sinfulness. We enjoy Jehovah’s love and approval, confident in his merciful provision to forgive our sins.​—1 John 4:9, 10.

 9. What struggle do some Christians have?


Your answer



9 Some Christians, however, may struggle to believe that Jehovah accepts their worship. They might feel unworthy of Jehovah’s approval, perhaps because of a traumatic experience they had in the past. Or they may be tormented by guilt over sins they committed long ago, even though they sought Jehovah’s forgiveness and the help of the elders. If this is your struggle, what can you do?

10-11. What can we do if we feel that we are badly broken and are suffering emotional pain? Illustrate.


Your answer



10 Consider an illustration. A man breaks his leg and visits a doctor. After the doctor sets the broken leg, he may prescribe physical therapy to help the patient restore strength and mobility to the leg and eventually walk on it again. What if the injured person is afraid that his leg is too damaged ever to regain full mobility? He needs to trust the doctor and patiently stick to the prescribed therapy. In time his leg may heal, allowing him to walk or even to run.

11 In a similar way, if you feel badly broken by sin and are suffering emotional pain, trust in Jehovah. Know that in his undeserved kindness and mercy, Jehovah applies to you the spiritual healing power of the ransom. (John 1:16, 17; Rom. 3:23, 24; 1 John 3:19, 20) Apply the “prescribed therapy”​—prayer, study, and spiritual activities. (Ps. 1:2; 1 Thess. 5:17; Heb. 10:25) Like physical healing, spiritual healing may take time and its progress may be imperceptible at first. But you can trust the spiritual healing process. So never give up on Jehovah or on yourself. Keep up your good spiritual routine. (Phil. 3:16) And thank Jehovah daily for the strength he gives you to continue worshipping him faithfully. We can all be grateful to God and Christ for the precious privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service!

THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PREACH

12. How did John the Baptist prepare the ways of Jehovah? (Luke 1:76-79)


Your answer



12 Read Luke 1:76-79. Zechariah next addressed his infant son, saying: “You will go ahead of Jehovah to prepare his ways.” How did John the Baptist accomplish that? As an adult, he became a zealous preacher. He urged the Jews to repent of their sins, get baptized, and accept the coming Messiah. After he baptized Jesus, John publicly identified him as Jehovah’s representative, saying: “See, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” John then encouraged his own disciples to follow Jesus, the Messiah.​—John 1:29, 34-36, 40, 41.

13. How was the coming of the Messiah “a daybreak” for God’s people?


Your answer



13 While John clearly identified Jesus as the Messiah, more witnesses were needed. Why? According to Zechariah, the coming of the Messiah would be “a daybreak,” the dawn of a new era, an extraordinary event! Surely, the news about this great gift deserved the widest possible publicity​—far beyond what one man, such as John, could provide. Who, in addition to John, would help broadcast this important message of salvation?

14. What important work did Jesus and his disciples do? (Isaiah 61:1, 2)


Your answer



14 Jesus did a great deal of witnessing. He fulfilled Zechariah’s words by bringing “light to those sitting in darkness and death’s shadow.” Jesus had tremendous compassion for the downtrodden common people. He shared with them the comforting, enlightening message of “the year of Jehovah’s goodwill.” (Read Isaiah 61:1, 2; Luke 4:16-21) He zealously proclaimed: “The Kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.” Still, he knew that many more proclaimers would be needed. So he trained his disciples to preach that same message.​—Matt. 4:16, 17; 10:7; 28:19, 20.

15. Why is preaching today more important than ever?


Your answer



15 As Christ’s followers today, we cherish the responsibility we have to continue spreading Jehovah’s message of salvation. In fact, preaching about Jesus’ ransom and God’s Kingdom is now more important than ever. Why? Consider what lies ahead. Mankind will soon face a period of “great tribulation such as has not occurred since the world’s beginning.” (Matt. 24:21) During that time, more may respond to the good news of salvation and take sides with Jehovah because they recall what we preached. Then Jesus will lead his corulers and the angels in the fight against all human opposers and bring true worshippers into God’s righteous new world. (Matt. 25:34; Rev. 16:16; 19:19) How vital it is, then, that we preach the good news now!​—Matt. 24:14; Mark 13:10.

16. What are you determined to do? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



16 Zechariah’s words found at Luke 1:68-79 remind us of three things that we cherish: Jehovah’s marvelous gift of salvation, the privilege of serving him fearlessly, and the responsibility to preach his comforting message. Have you accepted Jehovah’s gift by putting faith in Christ’s ransom and by dedicating yourself to Jehovah? Do you treasure your privilege to serve him? If so, zealously embrace your responsibility to preach “the year of Jehovah’s goodwill.” Share the good news of Jehovah’s coming “day of vengeance,” the day when God’s Kingdom will eliminate his and our enemies and usher in the earthly Paradise. Invite all who love God to join us in “fearlessly rendering sacred service to him with loyalty and righteousness before him all our days.”​—Luke 1:74, 75.





[image: Collage: Different examples of preaching. 1. Two sisters use the tract “How will God’s Kingdom solve our problems?” in the door-to-door ministry. 2. A brother uses his phone to witness to his fellow mechanic during their break. 3. A young sister explains creation to her classmates and teacher during a science class presentation.]

If we accept God’s gift and cherish our privilege, we will embrace our responsibility to preach (See paragraph 16)*





BASED ON THE PROPHECY FOUND AT LUKE 1:68-79, . . .


	  what precious gift has Jehovah given us?


Your answer





	  what privilege does Jesus’ ransom make possible?


Your answer





	  what responsibility do we have?


Your answer












SONG 159 Give Jehovah Glory



^  See the excerpt containing Zechariah’s prophecy in Episode 1 of The Good News According to Jesus as linked to Luke 1:67.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: In the first photo, two sisters preach from door to door. In the second photo, a brother witnesses to a workmate during a break. In the third photo, a sister gives a presentation at school, explaining the evidence for design in creation while her teacher and fellow students listen attentively.






^ (Luke 1:69) And he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David his servant,



^ (Luke 1:74) to grant us, after we have been rescued from the hands of enemies, the privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service to him



^  (Luke 1:57-66) The time now came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she gave birth to a son. 58 And the neighbors and her relatives heard that Jehovah had magnified his mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the young child, and they were going to name him after his father, Zech·a·riʹah. 60 But his mother said in reply: “No! but he will be called John.” 61 At this they said to her: “Not one of your relatives is called by this name.” 62 Then they asked his father by signs what he wanted him to be called. 63 So he asked for a tablet and wrote: “John is his name.” At this they were all amazed. 64 Instantly his mouth was opened and his tongue was set free and he began to speak, praising God. 65 And fear fell upon all those living in their neighborhood, and all these things began to be talked about in the whole mountainous country of Ju·deʹa. 66 And all who heard noted it in their hearts, saying: “What will this young child turn out to be?” For the hand of Jehovah was indeed with him.



^  (Amos 3:7) For the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will not do a thing Unless he has revealed his confidential matter* to his servants the prophets.

Or “his ­secret.”


^  (Luke 1:67-79) Then Zech·a·riʹah his father was filled with holy spirit, and he prophesied, saying: 68 “Let Jehovah be praised, the God of Israel, because he has turned his attention to his people and has brought them deliverance. 69 And he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David his servant, 70 just as he has spoken through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 of a salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those hating us; 72 to show mercy in connection with our forefathers and to call to mind his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to Abraham our forefather, 74 to grant us, after we have been rescued from the hands of enemies, the privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service to him 75 with loyalty and righteousness before him all our days. 76 But as for you, young child, you will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will go ahead of Jehovah to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of the tender compassion of our God. With this compassion a daybreak will visit us from on high, 79 to give light to those sitting in darkness and death’s shadow and to guide our feet in the way of peace.”



^ (Luke 1:67-73) Then Zech·a·riʹah his father was filled with holy spirit, and he prophesied, saying: 68 “Let Jehovah be praised, the God of Israel, because he has turned his attention to his people and has brought them deliverance. 69 And he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David his servant, 70 just as he has spoken through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 of a salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those hating us; 72 to show mercy in connection with our forefathers and to call to mind his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to Abraham our forefather,



^ (Luke 1:69) And he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David his servant,



^  (Luke 1:67-73) Then Zech·a·riʹah his father was filled with holy spirit, and he prophesied, saying: 68 “Let Jehovah be praised, the God of Israel, because he has turned his attention to his people and has brought them deliverance. 69 And he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David his servant, 70 just as he has spoken through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 of a salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those hating us; 72 to show mercy in connection with our forefathers and to call to mind his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to Abraham our forefather,



^  (Luke 1:69) And he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David his servant,



^  (Gen. 22:17, 18) I will surely bless you and I will surely multiply your offspring* like the stars of the heavens and like the grains of sand on the seashore, and your offspring* will take possession of the gate* of his enemies. 18 And by means of your offspring* all nations of the earth will obtain a blessing for themselves because you have listened to my voice.’”

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “the cities.”
Lit., “seed.”


^  (Matt. 22:42) “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him: “David’s.”



^  (Luke 1:30-35) So the angel said to her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And look! you will become pregnant* and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 This one will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and Jehovah God will give him the throne of David his father, 33 and he will rule as King over the house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end to his Kingdom.” 34 But Mary said to the angel: “How is this to be, since I am not having sexual relations with a man?” 35 In answer the angel said to her: “Holy spirit will come upon you, and power of the Most High will overshadow you. And for that reason the one who is born will be called holy, God’s Son.

Or “will conceive in your womb.”


^  (Matt. 3:16, 17) After being baptized, Jesus immediately came up from the water; and look! the heavens were opened up, and he saw God’s spirit descending like a dove and coming upon him. 17 Look! Also, a voice from the heavens said: “This is my Son, the beloved, whom I have approved.”



^  (Luke 1:71) of a salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those hating us;



^  (Heb. 2:14, 15) Therefore, since the “young children” are sharers of blood and flesh, he also similarly shared in the same things, so that through his death he might bring to nothing the one having the means to cause death, that is, the Devil, 15 and that he might set free all those who were held in slavery all their lives by their fear of death.



^  (Rom. 3:20) Therefore, no one will be declared righteous before him by works of law, for by law comes the accurate knowledge of sin.



^  (Gal. 3:10) All those who depend on works of law are under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not remain in all the things written in the scroll of the Law by doing them.”



^  (Gal. 3:13) Christ purchased us, releasing us from the curse of the Law by becoming a curse instead of us, because it is written: “Accursed is every man hung upon a stake.”



^  (Luke 1:77) to give knowledge of salvation to his people by forgiveness of their sins,



^  (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^  (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^  (Matt. 20:28) Just as the Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to minister and to give his life as a ransom in exchange for many.”



^  (1 John 2:1, 2) My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may not commit a sin. And yet, if anyone does commit a sin, we have a helper* with the Father, Jesus Christ, a righteous one. 2 And he is a propitiatory sacrifice* for our sins, yet not for ours only but also for the whole world’s.

Or “an advocate.”
Or “an atoning sacrifice; a means of appeasement.”


^  (Luke 1:32, 33) This one will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and Jehovah God will give him the throne of David his father, 33 and he will rule as King over the house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end to his Kingdom.”



^  (John 5:28) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice



^  (Rev. 22:1, 2) And he showed me a river of water of life, clear as crystal, flowing out from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of its main street. On both sides of the river were trees of life producing 12 crops of fruit, yielding their fruit each month. And the leaves of the trees were for the healing of the nations.



^  (1 Cor. 15:26) And the last enemy, death, is to be brought to nothing.



^  (1 Cor. 15:55-57) “Death, where is your victory? Death, where is your sting?” 56 The sting producing death is sin, and the power for sin is the Law. 57 But thanks to God, for he gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!



^  (Rev. 20:7-10) Now as soon as the 1,000 years have ended, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 and he will go out to mislead those nations in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Maʹgog, to gather them together for the war. The number of these is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they advanced over the whole earth and encircled the camp of the holy ones and the beloved city. But fire came down out of heaven and consumed them. 10 And the Devil who was misleading them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the wild beast and the false prophet already were; and they will be tormented* day and night forever and ever.

Or “restrained; imprisoned.” See Re 14:11 ftn.


^  (2 Cor. 9:15) Thanks be to God for his indescribable free gift.



^ (Luke 1:74, 75) to grant us, after we have been rescued from the hands of enemies, the privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service to him 75 with loyalty and righteousness before him all our days.



^  (Luke 1:74, 75) to grant us, after we have been rescued from the hands of enemies, the privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service to him 75 with loyalty and righteousness before him all our days.



^  (John 6:39, 40) This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.”



^  (1 John 4:9, 10) By this the love of God was revealed in our case, that God sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we might gain life through him. 10 The love is in this respect, not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a propitiatory sacrifice* for our sins.

Or “an atoning sacrifice; a means of appeasement.”


^  (John 1:16, 17) For we all received from his fullness, even undeserved kindness upon undeserved kindness. 17 Because the Law was given through Moses, the undeserved kindness and the truth came to be through Jesus Christ.



^  (Rom. 3:23, 24) For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and it is as a free gift that they are being declared righteous by his undeserved kindness through the release by the ransom paid by Christ Jesus.



^  (1 John 3:19, 20) By this we will know that we originate with the truth, and we will assure* our hearts before him 20 regarding whatever our hearts may condemn us in, because God is greater than our hearts and knows all things.

Or “persuade; convince.”


^  (Ps. 1:2) But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^  (1 Thess. 5:17) Pray constantly.



^  (Heb. 10:25) not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.



^  (Phil. 3:16) At any rate, to the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.



^ (Luke 1:76-79) But as for you, young child, you will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will go ahead of Jehovah to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of the tender compassion of our God. With this compassion a daybreak will visit us from on high, 79 to give light to those sitting in darkness and death’s shadow and to guide our feet in the way of peace.”



^  (Luke 1:76-79) But as for you, young child, you will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will go ahead of Jehovah to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of the tender compassion of our God. With this compassion a daybreak will visit us from on high, 79 to give light to those sitting in darkness and death’s shadow and to guide our feet in the way of peace.”



^  (John 1:29) The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and he said: “See, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!



^  (John 1:34-36) And I have seen it, and I have given witness that this one is the Son of God.” 35 Again the next day, John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he looked at Jesus walking, he said: “See, the Lamb of God!”



^  (John 1:40, 41) Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard what John said and followed Jesus. 41 He first found* his own brother Simon and said to him: “We have found the Mes·siʹah” (which means, when translated, “Christ”),

Or “The first thing he did was to find.”


^ (Isa. 61:1, 2) The spirit of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah is upon me, Because Jehovah anointed me to declare good news to the meek. He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And the wide opening of the eyes to the prisoners,  2 To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,

Or “favor.”


^  (Isa. 61:1, 2) The spirit of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah is upon me, Because Jehovah anointed me to declare good news to the meek. He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And the wide opening of the eyes to the prisoners,  2 To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,

Or “favor.”


^  (Luke 4:16-21) He then went to Nazʹa·reth, where he had been brought up, and according to his custom on the Sabbath day, he entered the synagogue and stood up to read. 17 So the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him, and he opened the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18 “Jehovah’s spirit is upon me, because he anointed me to declare good news to the poor. He sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and a recovery of sight to the blind, to send the crushed ones away free, 19 to preach Jehovah’s acceptable year.” 20 With that he rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were intently fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them: “Today this scripture that you just heard* is fulfilled.”

Lit., “this scripture in your ears.”


^  (Matt. 4:16, 17) The people sitting in darkness saw a great light, and as for those sitting in a region of deathly shadow, light rose on them.” 17 From that time on, Jesus began preaching and saying: “Repent, for the Kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.”



^  (Matt. 10:7) As you go, preach, saying: ‘The Kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.’



^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Matt. 24:21) for then there will be great tribulation such as has not occurred since the world’s beginning until now, no, nor will occur again.



^  (Matt. 25:34) “Then the King will say to those on his right: ‘Come, you who have been blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the founding of the world.



^  (Rev. 16:16) And they gathered them together to the place that is called in Hebrew Armageddon.*

Greek, Har Ma·ge·donʹ, from a Hebrew term meaning “Mountain of Megiddo.”


^  (Rev. 19:19) And I saw the wild beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage war against the one seated on the horse and against his army.



^  (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (Mark 13:10) Also, in all the nations, the good news has to be preached first.



^  (Luke 1:68-79) “Let Jehovah be praised, the God of Israel, because he has turned his attention to his people and has brought them deliverance. 69 And he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David his servant, 70 just as he has spoken through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 of a salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those hating us; 72 to show mercy in connection with our forefathers and to call to mind his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to Abraham our forefather, 74 to grant us, after we have been rescued from the hands of enemies, the privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service to him 75 with loyalty and righteousness before him all our days. 76 But as for you, young child, you will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will go ahead of Jehovah to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of the tender compassion of our God. With this compassion a daybreak will visit us from on high, 79 to give light to those sitting in darkness and death’s shadow and to guide our feet in the way of peace.”



^  (Luke 1:74, 75) to grant us, after we have been rescued from the hands of enemies, the privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service to him 75 with loyalty and righteousness before him all our days.



^ (Luke 1:68-79) “Let Jehovah be praised, the God of Israel, because he has turned his attention to his people and has brought them deliverance. 69 And he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David his servant, 70 just as he has spoken through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 of a salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those hating us; 72 to show mercy in connection with our forefathers and to call to mind his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to Abraham our forefather, 74 to grant us, after we have been rescued from the hands of enemies, the privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service to him 75 with loyalty and righteousness before him all our days. 76 But as for you, young child, you will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will go ahead of Jehovah to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of the tender compassion of our God. With this compassion a daybreak will visit us from on high, 79 to give light to those sitting in darkness and death’s shadow and to guide our feet in the way of peace.”



^ (Luke 1:67) Then Zech·a·riʹah his father was filled with holy spirit, and he prophesied, saying:
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LIFE STORY

My Grand Creator Noticed Me

AS TOLD BY STÉPHANE LANDEROIN


AS A student, I did not enjoy school, and my grades were poor. I preferred to do things alone and not be noticed. I certainly had no reason to expect that God would notice me. Why not?




Growing up in a secular, atheist environment in Paris, France, I did not believe in God. Instead, I embraced the theory of evolution. I accepted it without question as many do, assuming that what was taught at school must be true. This teaching seemed logical, so I saw no reason to examine further evidence about how life originated.



[image: Stéphane Landeroin as a child.]

I grew up in an atheistic family in Paris, France





My parents had a negative view of religion. They reasoned that if there were a God, the world would not be full of suffering and injustice. And because I saw so much religious hypocrisy, I too thought that it was foolish to believe in a loving God. I even made fun of those who believed in God.

Now, however, I am convinced not only that the Creator exists but that he cares about me, despite my weaknesses. Let me tell you what changed my mind and how that conviction changed my life.

In my late teens, I was called up for compulsory military service and sent for one year to French Guiana in South America. This remote and beautiful location would have a lasting impact on me.

When I was 20, I returned to Paris. My life soon became a weekly repetition of working hard during the week and drinking and partying hard on the weekend. But this life was empty. Any pleasure was short-lived and had no real purpose. I became disillusioned with corruption, racism, and poverty in society. Innocent people were suffering. The environment was being abused. I wanted something better. My mind went back to South America.

I SEARCHED FOR A BETTER LIFE IN THE RAINFOREST

I returned to one of the remote villages in French Guiana where I had served in the army. I was hoping that my life would take on greater meaning if I was surrounded by nature, smoking cannabis and enjoying myself. But after a while, the old pattern emerged. I worked all week so that I could party on the weekend.

At about that time, someone gave me a Bible. I read some of it, hoping to find good advice to help me live better. But I didn’t understand what I was reading.

I had friends who were also searching for the meaning of life, and they invited me to live with them in their informal community in the rainforest, a place they called Unity.
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(Left) A hut in a community called Unity

(Right) While living in the rainforest





In the forest, life was simple, and we felt free. We did everything at our own pace without being accountable to anyone. We rose at sunrise, went to bed at sunset, grew our food, played music, and smoked cannabis. We took care of the land and shared everything we had with one another. We were vegetarians because we did not want to harm the animals. We had little respect for authority, and we did not hesitate to break the law if that was more convenient for us and if no one would get hurt.

We wanted to remake the world as we thought it should be. No one in our community had authority over others, and we respected one another regardless of our background. However, I realized that in the end, we all had our own interests and weaknesses and the same problems society faced eventually came up among us too. Some stayed in the community for only a few days; others, for weeks or months. I stayed for over two years.

While living in the rainforest, I saw how generously the earth provides everything we need. One day, I decided to count the seeds of a papaya. There were too many, and I gave up. I thought: ‘Why is the earth so generous to us? It’s like a home that has been carefully prepared for someone’s arrival.’ I realized that it could not be blind chance. But who had arranged all of this for us? There had to be a Creator. But I knew nothing about him.

I continued to read the Bible. But now, I wanted to find out what God required of me. I started praying and making the sign of the cross, not knowing what it meant. I wondered whether the Creator’s name was Jah, as was mentioned in some of the songs we sang in our community.

GETTING TO KNOW MY GENEROUS FATHER

When I think back to when I started praying, I feel that the Creator noticed that I wanted to know more about him. One of my friends in the community had met Jehovah’s Witnesses and obtained the book You Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth.* As I read it, I was amazed at what I was learning! I loved the prospect of living eternally on an earth transformed into a paradise. That’s what I was looking for​—to live in an ideal setting on earth and in peace with people I love, without ever having to die. I wanted to draw closer to the generous Creator who purposed this wonderful future for us.

I understood that I needed to make changes in my life, but I also realized that I would need help. So I asked another friend to put me in contact with Michel, a Witness missionary with whom he was studying.

On the very day I met Michel, he invited me to a convention in Matoury, near the capital, Cayenne, more than 240 kilometers (about 155 mi) away. I had very long hair and a scruffy goatee. I wore purple and pink pants with bleach designs all over them and a shirt several sizes too large. Despite my appearance, the brothers and sisters provided me with transportation, food, and accommodations. The love and generosity of the Witnesses convinced me that I had found the truth.

At that convention, 1 Timothy 5:8 was discussed. This verse explains that a good family head will care for those in his household. I learned that Jehovah applies this principle to himself and will always care for those in his family. So I reasoned that if I put Jehovah’s will first in my life, I didn’t need to worry; he would look after me. In time, I became convinced of this as I observed Michel’s example. He focused on doing Jehovah’s will; yet, he lacked nothing and was happy.

As I progressed in my Bible study, I made changes. I decided to stop smoking tobacco and cannabis. Right after making that decision, I threw the remaining tobacco and cannabis into a fire and never smoked again. I began attending some meetings. At one meeting, I asked a brother to cut my long hair, which he did right there at the Kingdom Hall.

After a few weeks, I left the community in French Guiana and returned to France. I found a Kingdom Hall and resumed my Bible study. Although my life had improved, my family was puzzled at how much I had changed. I no longer smoked, got drunk, or went to wild parties. However, they did not appreciate my blunt attempts to preach to them. I later learned that I needed to be more tactful and considerate of their feelings.

I got baptized in 1996. I prayed to Jehovah that I could become a missionary like Michel. This seemed to be the best way for me to show my gratitude to Jehovah.

MORE BLESSINGS FROM MY HEAVENLY FATHER

In my congregation, a beautiful sister named Claudine caught my attention. I noticed that she was zealous in the ministry, and her comments at the meetings showed me that she loved Jehovah very much. I was interested in courtship, but I first wanted to know if Claudine was interested in missionary service. She was! We married in April 2000.
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(Left) On our wedding day

(Right) Giving a talk to a Chinese group, 2006





The following year, we began pioneering together. Sometime later, we decided to learn Mandarin to support a Chinese group in a nearby congregation. I found it very difficult to learn this language. I had to adjust to a new way of thinking and to be creative in presenting the truth. Honestly, I never learned to speak Mandarin well. But I did my best, and we spent unforgettable and wonderful years with the Chinese brothers and sisters. Not only was it a great blessing but it was excellent training for later assignments.

DEALING WITH CHALLENGES

Over the years, I’ve had to overcome difficulties. For example, I believed that my efforts to give Jehovah and my brothers and sisters the best were never good enough. So I spent far more time than was necessary preparing my teaching assignments. Still, I was discouraged because I constantly fell short of my unreasonably high standards. (Eccl. 7:16) I needed to learn that Jehovah is a loving Father who does not demand perfection but who appreciates our personal best.

In Paris, I was assigned as a substitute circuit overseer. I felt too young and inexperienced for this role. But I learned that Jehovah’s holy spirit helps us accomplish far more than we can do alone.

I struggled with another challenge. Since childhood, I have suffered from hyperhidrosis, which involves excessive sweating. This condition especially affects my hands. It worsens during stressful situations, such as when I am addressing an audience at an assembly or a convention. But I can minimize this physical reaction by praying to Jehovah for peace of mind. The problem has not disappeared, but when I rely more on Jehovah, I remain calmer and sweat less.

In 2011, Jehovah kindly granted a long-standing request of our hearts. We began missionary service in New Caledonia, an island group in the southwest Pacific, more than 16,000 kilometers (10,000 mi) from Paris. This assignment too presented challenges. We had to adjust to new foods, such as cassava, taro, and yams. And we had to get used to the crowing of roosters and the barking of dogs interrupting our sleep early in the morning. We also had to adapt to a new style of conversation. The local people often respond, not with words, but merely by raising their eyebrows.
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I learned the truth in French Guiana, got baptized in France, and am currently serving with my wife in New Caledonia





Jehovah has also helped us to adjust to new theocratic assignments. We served as field missionaries and for a few years as Bethelites. We attended the School for Kingdom Evangelizers, and now we are in the circuit work. We have experienced Jehovah’s support through his holy spirit in each assignment. He has taught me that personal weaknesses do not necessarily make us less useful to him. So I pray often and earnestly for help to accomplish what is needed. Although I still do not feel at ease before an audience, with God’s help, I have been able to provide encouragement and direction to the congregations we visit.

Through all these changes, Claudine has been a constant support for me. She is very patient with my imperfections. She is supportive in the work we share, always ready to give a zealous witness. She does not complain about the hot weather and the challenges of being in the circuit work.
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Serving in the circuit work in New Caledonia





At my first convention, I learned that Jehovah, the Grand Creator, always cares for his worshippers. As a result, I have gained many blessings. Jehovah has helped me to have the right view of authority and to be humble. I stopped associating with friends from the world so that I could live by Jehovah’s standards, but Jehovah has more than made up for this by providing me with many true friends. I have found a wonderful wife. And I have the magnificent hope of enjoying Jehovah’s generosity for all eternity.​—Mark 10:29, 30.





^  Published by Jehovah’s Witnesses but now out of print.






^ (1 Tim. 5:8) Certainly if anyone does not provide for those who are his own, and especially for those who are members of his household, he has disowned the faith and is worse than a person without faith.



^ (Eccl. 7:16) Do not be overly righteous, nor show yourself excessively wise. Why should you bring ruin to yourself?



^ (Mark 10:29, 30) Jesus said: “Truly I say to you, no one has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for the sake of the good news 30 who will not get 100 times more now in this period of time*—houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the coming system of things, everlasting life.

Or “in the present time.”







Did You Know?



What activities took place at city gates in Bible times?

CITY gates were more than just entry points. With so many people passing through them, they became busy centers of daily life. The Bible mentions city gates over 50 times, and it describes the activities that took place there.

People gathered at city gates. The Hebrew word for “gate” refers to more than just the front door of a city. It conveys the idea of a built-up area at the entrance of a city or a town. In some places, there were broad public squares inside the gates where large groups of people could meet.​—Neh. 8:1.

Merchants set up markets near city gates. Some gates in Jerusalem, such as the Fish Gate and the Sheep Gate, may have taken their names from the goods that were sold nearby.​—Zeph. 1:10; John 5:2.
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City gates were busy centers of daily life





People cared for both business and personal matters at city gates. Abraham and Boaz made official transactions in front of witnesses at city gates. (Gen. 23:10-15, 17, 18; Ruth 4:1, 10) Some travelers would spend the night in the public square near the city gates if no one offered them hospitality. (Judg. 19:15-21) People also went to the city gates to hear the latest news.​—2 Sam. 18:24, 25.

Judges held court near city gates. They decided on cases before onlookers who could hear both the testimony and the outcome. (Deut. 21:18-20) This public setting encouraged the judges to be just and fair in their decisions. After the judges made a decision, officials carried out the sentence right away. (Deut. 25:2) At the city gates, judges were expected to promote justice and good conduct.​—Deut. 16:18-20; Job 29:7, 11-17.

Faithful men encouraged the people of Israel who were at the city gates to trust in Jehovah. Prophets and others spoke at the gates because they knew that people gathered there. (1 Ki. 22:10; Jer. 17:19, 20) For instance, Jehu declared before all the people that Jehovah had fulfilled His word against the house of Ahab. (2 Ki. 10:8-10) King Hezekiah gathered his military chiefs at a city gate to encourage them to rely on Jehovah’s help.​—2 Chron. 32:6-8.

The Bible says that “true wisdom” cries aloud and raises its voice “at the entrances of the city gates.” (Prov. 1:20, 21) Back in ancient Israel, it was at the city gates that faithful men gave wise counsel and rendered fair decisions. Today, Jehovah’s wisdom is recorded in the Bible and his servants everywhere are helping people turn to this source of true wisdom.





^ (Neh. 8:1) All the people then gathered with one accord at the public square in front of the Water Gate, and they told Ezʹra the copyist* to bring the book of the Law of Moses, which Jehovah had commanded Israel.

Or “scribe.”


^ (Zeph. 1:10) On that day,” declares Jehovah, “There will be the sound of an outcry from the Fish Gate, A wailing from the Second Quarter of the city, And a loud crash from the hills.



^ (John 5:2) Now in Jerusalem at the Sheep Gate is a pool called in Hebrew Beth·zaʹtha, with five colonnades.



^ (Gen. 23:10-15) Now Eʹphron was sitting among the sons of Heth. So Eʹphron the Hitʹtite answered Abraham in the hearing of the sons of Heth, and before all who entered the gate of his city, saying: 11 “No, my lord! Listen to me. I give you both the field and the cave that is in it. In the presence of the sons of my people, I give it to you. Bury your dead.” 12 At that Abraham bowed down before the people of the land 13 and spoke to Eʹphron in the hearing of the people, saying: “Listen to me, if you will! I will give you the full amount of silver for the field. Take it from me, in order that I may bury my dead there.” 14 Then Eʹphron answered Abraham: 15 “My lord, listen to me. This land is worth 400 silver shekels,* but what is that between me and you? So bury your dead.”

A shekel equaled 11.4 g (0.367 oz t). See App. B14.


^ (Gen. 23:17, 18) Thus the field of Eʹphron in Mach·peʹlah, which was in front of Mamʹre—the field and the cave in it and all the trees within the boundaries of the field—became confirmed as 18 Abraham’s purchased property in the presence of the sons of Heth, before all those entering the gate of his city.



^ (Ruth 4:1) Now Boʹaz went up to the city gate and sat there. And look! the repurchaser whom Boʹaz had mentioned passed by. At that Boʹaz said: “Come here and sit down, So-and-so.” And he went over and sat down.



^ (Ruth 4:10) I am also acquiring Ruth the Moʹab·i·tess, the wife of Mahʹlon, as a wife to restore the name of the dead man to his inheritance, so that the name of the dead man will not be cut off from among his brothers and from the city gate of his home. You are witnesses today.”



^ (Judg. 19:15-21) So they stopped there and went in to stay overnight in Gibʹe·ah. Once inside, they sat down in the public square of the city, but nobody took them into his house to stay overnight. 16 Eventually that evening, an old man came in from his work in the field. He was from the mountainous region of Eʹphra·im, and he was living for a time in Gibʹe·ah; but the residents of the city were Benʹja·min·ites. 17 When he looked up and saw the traveler in the public square of the city, the old man said: “Where are you going, and where do you come from?” 18 He replied: “We are traveling from Bethʹle·hem in Judah to a remote area of the mountainous region of Eʹphra·im, where I am from. I went to Bethʹle·hem in Judah, and I am going to the house of Jehovah,* but nobody is taking me into his house. 19 We have enough straw and fodder for our donkeys, and bread and wine for me, the woman, and our attendant. There is nothing lacking.” 20 However, the old man said: “May you have peace! Let me take care of anything you need. Just do not stay overnight in the public square.” 21 So he brought him into his house and gave feed* to the donkeys. Then they washed their feet and ate and drank.

Or possibly, “and I serve at the house of Jehovah.”
Or “gave mixed fodder.”


^ (2 Sam. 18:24, 25) Now David was sitting between the two city gates, and the watchman went up to the roof of the gate by the wall. He looked up and saw a man running by himself. 25 So the watchman called out and told the king. The king said: “If he is by himself, he has news to tell.” As he came steadily nearer,



^ (Deut. 21:18-20) “If a man has a son who is stubborn and rebellious and he does not obey his father or his mother, and they have tried to correct him but he refuses to listen to them, 19 his father and his mother should take hold of him and bring him out to the elders at the gate of his city 20 and say to the elders of his city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious, and he refuses to obey us. He is a glutton and a drunkard.’



^ (Deut. 25:2) If the wicked one deserves to be beaten, the judge will have him lie down prostrate, and he will be beaten in his presence. The number of strokes should correspond to the wickedness of his deed.



^ (Deut. 16:18-20) “You should appoint judges and officers for each tribe in all the cities* that Jehovah your God is giving you, and they must judge the people with righteous judgment. 19 You must not pervert justice, show partiality, or accept a bribe, for the bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and distorts the words of the righteous. 20 Justice—justice you should pursue, so that you may keep living and take possession of the land that Jehovah your God is giving you.

Lit., “inside all your gates.”


^ (Job 29:7) When I used to go out to the city gate And take my seat in the public square,



^ (Job 29:11-17) Whoever heard me would speak well of me, And those who saw me would testify for me. 12 For I would rescue the poor who cried for help, Along with the fatherless child and anyone who had no helper. 13 The one about to perish would bless me, And I made the heart of the widow rejoice. 14 I put on righteousness as my clothing; My justice was like a robe* and a turban. 15 I became eyes to the blind And feet to the lame. 16 I was a father to the poor; I would investigate the legal case of those I did not know. 17 I would break the jaws of the wrongdoer And tear the prey away from his teeth.

Or “sleeveless coat.”


^ (1 Ki. 22:10) Now the king of Israel and Je·hoshʹa·phat the king of Judah were each sitting on his throne, dressed in royal attire, at the threshing floor at the entrance of the gate of Sa·marʹi·a, and all the prophets were prophesying before them.



^ (Jer. 17:19, 20) This is what Jehovah told me: “Go and stand in the gate of the sons of the people by which the kings of Judah go in and out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem. 20 You must say to them, ‘Hear the word of Jehovah, you kings of Judah, all people of Judah, and all inhabitants of Jerusalem, who enter by these gates.



^ (2 Ki. 10:8-10) The messenger came in and told him: “They have brought the heads of the sons of the king.” So he said: “Put them in two heaps at the entrance of the city gate until morning.” 9 When he went out in the morning, he stood before all the people and said: “You are innocent.* Yes, I conspired against my lord, and I killed him, but who struck down all of these? 10 Know, then, that not a single word of Jehovah’s that Jehovah has spoken against the house of Aʹhab will go unfulfilled,* and Jehovah has done what he spoke through his servant E·liʹjah.”

Or “righteous.”
Lit., “will fall to the earth.”


^ (2 Chron. 32:6-8) He then appointed military chiefs over the people and assembled them at the public square of the city gate and encouraged them,* saying: 7 “Be courageous and strong. Do not be afraid or be terrified because of the king of As·syrʹi·a and all the multitude with him, for there are more with us than there are with him. 8 With him is an arm of flesh,* but with us is Jehovah our God to help us and to fight our battles.” And the people were strengthened by the words of King Hez·e·kiʹah of Judah.

Lit., “spoke to their heart.”
Or “is human strength.”


^ (Prov. 1:20, 21) True wisdom cries aloud in the street. It keeps raising its voice in the public squares. 21 At the corner* of the busy streets it calls out. At the entrances of the city gates it says:

Lit., “head.”







BIBLE FACT

The Tree That Wakes Up Early



The almond tree is one of some 30 types of trees mentioned in the Bible. It is among the earliest trees to blossom following winter. Its lovely pink or white flowers can be seen as early as late January. Fittingly, the Hebrew name for the almond tree literally means “awakening one.” Is there a similarity between that tree and its Creator?

The footnote to Jeremiah 7:25 shows that Jehovah describes himself as rising early. The March 15, 2011, issue of The Watchtower states: “Just as the almond tree ‘awakened’ early, so Jehovah was figuratively ‘getting up early’ . . . to warn his people about the consequences of disobedience. . . . And he would not rest​—he would ‘keep awake’—​until his prophetic word was accomplished.”​—Jer. 1:11, 12.

The white blossoms of the almond tree are also used in the Bible to illustrate the white-headedness of old age. (Eccl. 12:5) And likely because of their delicate beauty, the tree’s flowers served as a pattern for the cups on the branches of the tabernacle lampstand.​—Ex. 37:17-20.







^ (Jer. 7:25) from the day your forefathers came out of the land of Egypt until this day. So I kept sending all my servants the prophets to you, sending them each day, again and again.*

Lit., “daily rising up early and sending.”


^ (Jer. 1:11, 12) The word of Jehovah again came to me, saying: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” So I said: “I see the branch of an almond tree.”* 12 Jehovah said to me: “You have seen correctly, for I am wide awake concerning my word to carry it out.”

Lit., “an awakening one.”


^ (Eccl. 12:5) Also, one is afraid of heights, and there are terrors in the street. And the almond tree blossoms, and the grasshopper drags itself along, and the caper berry bursts, because man is walking to his lasting house and the mourners walk about in the street;



^ (Ex. 37:17-20) Then he made the lampstand of pure gold. He made the lampstand of hammered work. Its base, its stem, its cups, its knobs, and its blossoms were one piece. 18 Six branches were extending out from its stem, three branches of the lampstand from its one side and three branches from its other side. 19 Three cups shaped like almond flowers were on the one set of branches, with knobs and blossoms alternating, and three cups shaped like almond flowers were on the other set of branches, with knobs and blossoms alternating. This was done for the six branches extending out from the stem of the lampstand. 20 And on the stem of the lampstand were four cups shaped like almond flowers, with knobs and blossoms alternating.







1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32









^ ***sjj song 55 Fear Them Not!***


SONG 55

Fear Them Not!


(Matthew 10:28)


	1. Ever onward, O my people,

Let the Kingdom tidings go.

Tremble not before our foe.

Let all lovers of truth know

That my reigning Son, Christ Jesus,

To the earth has cast the foe,

Soon to bind the Devil, Satan,

Letting all his victims go.

(CHORUS)

Fear them not, O my beloved,

Though their boasting threats may fly.

I will keep my faithful servant

As the apple of my eye.





	2. Even though your foes are many,

Though they threaten and revile,

Though they flatter and they smile,

To mislead and to beguile.

Fear them not, my faithful people,

Nor their persecution’s heat,

For I will preserve the faithful

Till the vict’ry is complete.

(CHORUS)

Fear them not, O my beloved,

Though their boasting threats may fly.

I will keep my faithful servant

As the apple of my eye.





	3. Never fear you are forgotten;

I am still your strength and shield.

Though you die upon the field,

Even death to me will yield.

Fear them not who kill the body

But cannot destroy the soul.

To the end may you be faithful;

I will bring you to your goal!

(CHORUS)

Fear them not, O my beloved,

Though their boasting threats may fly.

I will keep my faithful servant

As the apple of my eye.









(See also Deut. 32:10; Neh. 4:14; Ps. 59:1; 83:2, 3.)





^ (Matt. 10:28) And do not become fearful of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear him who can destroy both soul and body in Ge·henʹna.



^ (Deut. 32:10) He found him in a wilderness land And in an empty, howling desert. He protectively encircled him, took care of him, And safeguarded him as the pupil of his eye.



^ (Neh. 4:14) When I saw their fear, I immediately rose and said to the nobles and the deputy rulers and the rest of the people: “Do not be afraid of them. Remember Jehovah, who is great and awe-inspiring; and fight for your brothers, your sons and daughters, your wives and homes.”



^ (Ps. 59:1) Rescue me from my enemies, O my God; Protect me from those rising up against me.



^ (Ps. 83:2, 3) For look! your enemies are in an uproar; Those who hate you act arrogantly.*  3 With cunning they secretly plot against your people; They conspire against your treasured ones.*

Or “raise their heads.”
Lit., “concealed ones.”








^ ***sjj song 150 Seek God for Your Deliverance***


SONG 150

Seek God for Your Deliverance


(Zephaniah 2:3)


	1. Nations align as one,

Opposing Jehovah’s Son.

Their time of human rulership

By God’s decree now is done.

Rulers have had their day;

God’s Kingdom is here to stay.

Soon Christ will crush earthly enemies.

No more will there be delay.

(CHORUS)

Seek God for your deliverance,

Yes, look to him with confidence.

Seek his righteousness,

Show your faithfulness,

For his sov’reignty, take your stand.

Then see our God deliver you

By his mighty hand.





	2. People on earth now choose,

Responding to this good news.

We offer to all men the choice

To hear or proudly refuse.

Trials, although severe,

Need not fill our hearts with fear.

Jehovah cares for his loyal ones;

Our cries for help he will hear.

(CHORUS)

Seek God for your deliverance,

Yes, look to him with confidence.

Seek his righteousness,

Show your faithfulness,

For his sov’reignty, take your stand.

Then see our God deliver you

By his mighty hand.









(See also 1 Sam. 2:9; Ps. 2:2, 3, 9; Prov. 2:8; Matt. 6:33.)





^ (Zeph. 2:3) Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones* of the earth, Who observe his righteous decrees.* Seek righteousness, seek meekness.* Probably* you will be concealed on the day of Jehovah’s anger.

Or “humble ones.”
Lit., “his judgment.”
Or “humility.”
Or “It may be that.”


^ (1 Sam. 2:9) He guards the steps of his loyal ones, But the wicked will be silenced in darkness, For not by power does a man prevail.



^ (Ps. 2:2, 3) The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*  3 They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”

Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Ps. 2:9) You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.”



^ (Prov. 2:8) He watches over the paths of justice, And he will guard the way of his loyal ones.



^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.















^ ***sjj song 129 We Will Keep Enduring***


SONG 129

We Will Keep Enduring


(Matthew 24:13)


	1. How can we endure

When trials come, as Jesus said?

Through his pain he saw

The joy of better things ahead.

God’s promise, God’s justice,

Were thoughts on which he fed.

(CHORUS)

We need to have endurance.

Our faith we must defend.

His love is our assurance.

So we will keep enduring to the end.





	2. Though the passing years

May bring us sorrow, bring us pain;

There beyond the tears,

We see the life that we can gain.

To be there, feel free there,

Determined we remain.

(CHORUS)

We need to have endurance.

Our faith we must defend.

His love is our assurance.

So we will keep enduring to the end.





	3. We will not give up

Nor see the need for doubt or fear.

Faithfully we’ll serve

Until Jehovah’s day is here.

Let’s keep on enduring.

That time is very near.

(CHORUS)

We need to have endurance.

Our faith we must defend.

His love is our assurance.

So we will keep enduring to the end.









(See also Acts 20:19, 20; Jas. 1:12; 1 Pet. 4:12-14.)





^ (Matt. 24:13) But the one who has endured to the end will be saved.



^ (Acts 20:19, 20) slaving for the Lord with all humility and with tears and trials that befell me by the plots of the Jews, 20 while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house.

Or “for your good; for your benefit.”


^ (Jas. 1:12) Happy is the man who keeps on enduring trial, because on becoming approved he will receive the crown of life, which Jehovah* promised to those who continue loving Him.

See App. A5.


^ (1 Pet. 4:12-14) Beloved ones, do not be surprised about the fiery trials that you are experiencing, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 On the contrary, go on rejoicing over the extent to which you are sharers in the sufferings of the Christ, so that you may rejoice and be overjoyed also during the revelation of his glory. 14 If you are being reproached* for the name of Christ, you are happy, because the spirit of glory, yes, the spirit of God, is resting upon you.

Or “insulted.”








^ ***sjj song 149 A Victory Song***


SONG 149

A Victory Song


(Exodus 15:1)


	1. Sing to Jehovah. His great name is highly exalted.

His proud Egyptian foes, He has cast into the sea.

Praise Jah Almighty;

Besides him there can be no other.

Jehovah is his name;

He has gained the victory.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, Most High over all,

The one who is forevermore the same,

You soon will cause your enemies to fall

And sanctify your holy name.





	2. See now all nations Opposing the Sov’reign, Jehovah.

Though mightier than Pharaoh,

They too will suffer shame.

Judgment awaits them;

They cannot escape Armageddon.

Soon ev’ryone will know

That Jehovah is God’s name.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, Most High over all,

The one who is forevermore the same,

You soon will cause your enemies to fall

And sanctify your holy name.









(See also Ps. 2:2, 9; 92:8; Mal. 3:6; Rev. 16:16.)





^ (Ex. 15:1) At that time Moses and the Israelites sang this song to Jehovah: “Let me sing to Jehovah, for he has become highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea.



^ (Ps. 2:2) The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*

Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Ps. 2:9) You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.”



^ (Ps. 92:8) But you are exalted forever, O Jehovah.



^ (Mal. 3:6) “For I am Jehovah; I do not change.* And you are sons of Jacob; you have not yet come to your finish.

Or “I have not changed.”


^ (Rev. 16:16) And they gathered them together to the place that is called in Hebrew Armageddon.*

Greek, Har Ma·ge·donʹ, from a Hebrew term meaning “Mountain of Megiddo.”














^ ***sjj song 106 Cultivating the Quality of Love***


SONG 106

Cultivating the Quality of Love


(1 Corinthians 13:1-8)


	1. We humbly bow to our God in prayer,

That all his qualities we may share.

But most important of all those things

Is love, which having his spirit brings.

We may be talented, wise, or bold,

But we are nothing if love grows cold.

We pray for love that is warm and true,

Revealed in all that we say and do.



	2. Love looks for ways to give graciously

And thinks of others unselfishly.

Love never harbors a hateful thought,

Forgives our brothers, as Jesus taught.

Love helps us patiently suffer wrong,

Bears heavy loads when it’s really strong.

Through ev’ry trial let love prevail;

It bears all things; it will never fail.







(See also John 21:17; 1 Cor. 13:13; Gal. 6:2.)





^ (1 Cor. 13:1-8) If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I have become a clanging gong or a clashing cymbal. 2 And if I have the gift of prophecy and understand all the sacred secrets and all knowledge, and if I have all the faith so as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.* 3 And if I give all my belongings to feed others, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I do not benefit at all. 4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous. It does not brag, does not get puffed up, 5 does not behave indecently, does not look for its own interests, does not become provoked. It does not keep account of the injury. 6 It does not rejoice over unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails. But if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away with; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away with.

Or “I am useless.”


^ (John 21:17) He said to him a third time: “Simon son of John, do you have affection for me?” Peter became grieved that he asked him the third time: “Do you have affection for me?” So he said to him: “Lord, you are aware of all things; you know that I have affection for you.” Jesus said to him: “Feed my little sheep.



^ (1 Cor. 13:13) Now, however, these three remain: faith, hope, love; but the greatest of these is love.



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.









^ ***nwtsty Philemon 18***

18 Moreover, if he did you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to my account.



^ ***nwtsty Philemon 12***

12 I am sending him back to you, yes him, my very own heart.



^ ***nwtsty Colossians 4:7***

7 Tychʹi·cus, my beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow slave in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me.



^ ***sjj song 154 Unfailing Love***


SONG 154

Unfailing Love


(1 Corinthians 13:8)


	1. Look around us now;

See the love on each face—

Out there in the world, hard to find.

All these faithful friends

With the love they all show,

Glad to leave that old world behind.

(PRE-CHORUS)

Love never fails; that’s promised.

It always will endure.



(CHORUS)

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what Jehovah gives.

That’s what he is.

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what we need to live.

And the love here today,

In our heart may it stay—

Unfailing love.





	2. Though sometimes it seems

Like the cares of this life

Weigh us down and feel hard to bear,

Giving brings us joy

When we share faith and hope,

Comforted by God’s loving care.

(PRE-CHORUS)

Love will remain; that’s promised.

It always will endure.



(CHORUS)

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what Jehovah gives.

That’s what he is.

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what we need to live.

And the love here today,

In our heart may it stay.



(CHORUS)

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what Jehovah gives.

That’s what he is.

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what we need to live.

And the love here today,

In our heart may it stay—

Unfailing love,

Unfailing love,

Unfailing love.











^ (1 Cor. 13:8) Love never fails. But if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away with; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away with.















^ ***sjj song 62 The New Song***


SONG 62

The New Song


(Psalm 98)


	1. Sing to God a song, A song of praise that’s bold and new.

Tell of all the great things He’s done and yet will do.

Praise his mighty arm; He is the God of victory.

In the cause of justice,

He judges righteously.

(CHORUS)

Sing, sing, sing!

The new song, let it ring!

Sing, sing, sing!

Jehovah is our King.





	2. Make a joyful shout, A joyful cry to God, our King!

Laud his name, give honor; A joyful anthem sing.

Join the mighty crowd, And sing aloud before the Lord.

Harp and horn and trumpet

Sound praise in full accord.

(CHORUS)

Sing, sing, sing!

The new song, let it ring!

Sing, sing, sing!

Jehovah is our King.





	3. Let the mighty sea And all that fills it give him praise.

Join with earth’s creation, And joyful voices raise.

Let the land rejoice, And let the rivers clap their hands.

Mountains, hills, and valleys

Sing praise in all the lands.

(CHORUS)

Sing, sing, sing!

The new song, let it ring!

Sing, sing, sing!

Jehovah is our King.









(See also Ps. 96:1; 149:1; Isa. 42:10.)





^ (Ps. 98:0-9) A melody. 98 Sing to Jehovah a new song, For he has done wonderful things. His right hand, his holy arm, has brought about salvation.*  2 Jehovah has made known his salvation; He has revealed his righteousness before the nations.  3 He has remembered his loyal love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our God.*  4 Shout in triumph to Jehovah, all the earth. Be cheerful and shout joyfully and sing praises.*  5 Sing praises* to Jehovah with the harp, With the harp and the melodious song.  6 With the trumpets and the sound of the horn, Shout in triumph before the King, Jehovah.  7 Let the sea thunder and all that fills it, The earth* and those dwelling in it.  8 Let the rivers clap their hands; Let the mountains shout joyfully together  9 Before Jehovah, for he is coming* to judge the earth. He will judge the inhabited earth* with righteousness And the peoples with fairness.

Or “has won him victory.”
Or “the victory of our God.”
Or “make music.”
Or “Make music.”
Or “productive land.”
Or “has come.”
Or “the productive land.”


^ (Ps. 96:1) Sing to Jehovah a new song. Sing to Jehovah, all the earth!



^ (Ps. 149:1) Praise Jah!* Sing to Jehovah a new song; Praise him in the congregation of the loyal ones.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Isa. 42:10) Sing to Jehovah a new song, His praise from the ends of the earth, You who go down to the sea and all that fills it, You islands and their inhabitants.









^ ***nwtsty Luke 1:69***

69 And he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David his servant,



^ ***sjj song 159 Give Jehovah Glory***


SONG 159

Give Jehovah Glory


(Psalm 96:8)


	1. Who is like you, O Jehovah,

High on your heavenly throne?

How could I ever repay you

For all of the love you have shown?

When I look up to the heavens,

Power and glory I see.

Who then am I, O Jehovah,

That you would show favor to me?

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, please hear the song I sing.

It’s a song of praise to you.

You are my God and the Eternal King,

So I give you what is due;

All the glory goes to you.





	2. My life is yours, O Jehovah.

May all I do bring you praise.

Gladly I’ll speak of your goodness

And tell of your glorious ways.

Serving you, Great God, Jehovah,

Fills me with honor and pride.

You are my strength and my glory.

Forever may you be my Guide.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, please hear the song I sing.

It’s a song of praise to you.

You are my God and the Eternal King,

So I give you what is due;

All the glory goes to you.





	3. Oceans and valleys below me,

Sun, moon, and stars up above

Fill me with joy and with wonder

And show me your unending love.

Majesty, wisdom, and beauty:

These are the things that I see.

How could I not give you glory

For making it all come to be?

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, please hear the song I sing.

It’s a song of praise to you.

You are my God and the Eternal King,

So I give you what is due;

All the glory goes to you.









(See also Ps. 96:1-10; 148:3, 7.)





^ (Ps. 96:8) Give Jehovah the glory due his name; Bring a gift and come into his courtyards.



^ (Ps. 96:1-10) Sing to Jehovah a new song. Sing to Jehovah, all the earth!  2 Sing to Jehovah; praise his name. Proclaim the good news of his salvation day after day.  3 Declare his glory among the nations, His wonderful works among all the peoples.  4 Jehovah is great and most worthy of praise. He is more awe-inspiring than all other gods.  5 All the gods of the peoples are worthless gods, But Jehovah is the one who made the heavens.  6 In his presence are majesty* and splendor; Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.  7 Give Jehovah his due, you families of the peoples, Give Jehovah his due for his glory and strength.  8 Give Jehovah the glory due his name; Bring a gift and come into his courtyards.  9 Bow down to* Jehovah in holy adornment;* Tremble before him, all the earth! 10 Declare among the nations: “Jehovah has become King! The earth* is firmly established, it cannot be moved.* He will judge* the peoples fairly.”

Or “dignity.”
Or “Worship.”
Or possibly, “because of the splendor of his holiness.”
Or “productive land.”
Or “cannot totter.”
Or “plead the cause of.”


^ (Ps. 148:3) Praise him, sun and moon. Praise him, all shining stars.



^ (Ps. 148:7) Praise Jehovah from the earth, You great sea creatures and all deep waters,
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